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S t a t e

strikes so blindly and so incomprehensibly, it
serves as a call to mobilize our resources—the boundless energies
that lie untapped, only to be brought to a realization when we
are moved so deeply. At a time like this, we automatically give
fully and freely of ourselves. We find strength and expression
through a unified common interest in helping others who are
less fortunate.
Out of such grief and sorrow we should look for the positive
values for us as a group and ourselves as individuals. Take this
time fo r self-evaluation, drawing on all the aspects of this occur
rence, to redefine our purposes in life. We hope that a deeper
and more se rious outlook will be the result of introspection.
No day passes which does not present opportunities for those
small acts of sacrifice and heroism which, when magnified by
sudden tragedy, are plain to all of us. To see the small oppor
tunities and to seize them is surely the mark of a maturing person.
What ou r daily lives unfold in the future will be the real task of
what th is grim incident has taught us.
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A Note of Thanks . . .
We would like to take this opportunity to express our heart
felt thanks to all those of the college community who with their
understanding, cooperation, and service helped those in their hour
of need. It is in times like these that the true nature of an
individual or a group of individuals is expressed. The constant
help given by members of our own community as well as those
members of other institutions and organizations will not soon be
forgotten.
It is really heartwarming to know that students can act in
such an adu lt and mature manner and not let the strain of emotion
take complete co ntrol of them.

Dr. Martin Asks All Ashenfelter Voices
To Meet Challenge Students' Valedictory
At Tuesday afternoon's memorial
services, Dr. Martin was the first
to
voice the emotions of the faculty and
the student body on the tragic acci
dent of last Friday morning.
"We are gathered together this
afternoon to pay tribute to our friends
and colleagues who were so tragically
taken from our group.
Our full
tribute has been, and will be, ex
pressed in many ways. This assembly
is only a symbol of our desire to honor
these friends. Our tribute began early
Friday morning when students, fac
ulty, and staff
worked together
stoically and untiringly to deal with
the tremendous problems that were
thrust upon us so suddenly. It began
with the official announcement to the
student body, at which time the group,
almost as a single unit, displayed a
calmness, a determination to rise
above mere emotional expression, in
a way that would bring joy to the
hearts of all those whom we are
attempting to honor. It began when
students, faculty, and staff imme
diately went back to their work with
a renewed determination to carry out
their individual tasks in a way that
would reflect glory upon those who
shared our common goals.
Our
tribute will continue to be expressed
throughout the days and years ahead
as long as we are inspired by the
memories of these friends and col
leagues to a higher level of personal
and professional living.
Need Divi ne Help

It is not easy for us to meet the
challenge that this occasion thrusts
upon us. We cannot do it alone. We
need divine help
This college community is dedicated
to the belief that each man and
woman needs a personal philosophy
und a personal religion for the fullest
realization of life and service. The
college does not teach any particular
religion, but does teach the value and
Place of religion in the lives of all
who would become truly educated and
Worthy leaders in our society.
We, the Trenton State College, work
closely with all religious faiths, with
ull churches and synagogues. Some
£ ou r finest community relationships
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(Editor's Note: This is the text of a speech
given by John Ashenfelter, President of the
Student Body, at the Memorial Services, held
Tuesday, October 13, in honor of those no
longer with us.)

It is my privilege, on behalf of the
students of our college, to pay humble
tribute to those who so tragically lost
their lives last Friday morning. The
death of ten of our fellow students has
seemed so pointless and so difficult
to understand. And yet, we should
remember that these young people
had already lived lives full of work,
play, and accomplishment. When we
think of the joys, the pride, the pleas
ure which these girls brought into
their homes, of the everlasting friend
ships they have made, of their con
tributions to their schools, communi
ties, and college, we realize that their
lives, although shortened, had real
purpose and significance. And our
hearts and minds are filled
with
thankfulness that they were given the
opportunity to make these contribu
tions. They will live on forever in
our memories, an inspiration for our
own lives.
Aware as we are, perhaps as never
before, of the transitory nature of
life, let us grow as a result of this
tragedy in our willingness to accept
personal responsibility. Even from
tragedy,
perhaps
especially
from
some great tragedy, we must move
forward in a positive, constructive way
to be better students and teachers,
better citizens, greater individuals.
We pay warm, sincere, loving and
humble tribute today to the memory
of these, our fellow students.
have developed through working with
members of the clergy in all com
munities throughout the state. To
gether we have tried to help mem
bers of our college community to de
velop and to strengthen their own
religious faiths.
At all times, but particularly dur
ing periods such as this, we turn to
the clergy for guidance and comfort.
We have invited three members of
the clergy to share this assembly with
us today. They were invited to rep
resent all clergy throughout the state
[Continued on Page Two]
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Ten Lost Students Clergymen Address Memorial A udience
The ten Trenton State College
women who perished in the
tragic bus accident on Friday,
October 9, 1959, represented ten
New Jersey communities. These
students contributed to the
college community in their in
dividual ways, through outstand
ing high school achievements
and experiences, through rec
ognized accomplishments o n
campus.

Kendall Hall Auditorium and the Little Theatre overflowed with
students, faculty, and friends who gathered to pay common tribute
to those members of the college community who so tragically lost
their lives. The stage was banked with flowers donated by various
organizations. Significantly, there were eleven baskets of flowers—

Dr. Sixta : A Person
Of Outstanding Merit

BEVERLY E. ALLEN

This past summer Beverly E. Allen,
junior elementary major from Newark,
traveled throughout Europe with a
number of college students on what
is called The Hobo Tour.
This fall she was participating in
her Junior Professional Experience
at Lanning Demonstration School.
Last year Bev played the part of
an aunt of Prince Albert in the col
lege play, The Golden Sovereign, a
play about Queen Victoria. _ Sh e also
had a part in the college production,
Teahouse of the August Moon in her
freshman year.
Yolanda Benson, Bev's roommate,
once described her as an "arty" type
of person who enjoyed reading good
literature, attending lectures, con
certs, plays, art exhibits.
Bev was a disc jockey on the cam
pus radio station and a member of
McLees house council this year.
YOLANDA BENSON

After living in seven different Euro
pean countries during the first
ten
years of her life, because of Nazi
persecution, Yolanda Benson came to
America in 1948 and received her
citizenship in 1955. She was a mem
ber of the National Honor Society in
high school in Freehold, where she
also received a Merit award. Last
year Yolanda, a junior business edu
cation major, was awarded the Thomas
J. Watson memorial scholarship of the
International Business Machines Cor
poration on the basis of her outstand
ing academic record. A few weeks ago
she had been elected to and was to
be initiated in Kappa Delta Pi,
scholastic honor group on campus.
Yolanda was secretary of the Trenton
branch of Hillel during her freshman
year.
This past summer "Yo-Yo," as she
was nicknamed by some of her friends
and classmates, worked as a secretary
in New York City, and before the
summer ended, she had received a
promotion. She had also worked in
the Admissions Office on campus since
her freshman year.
ARLENE MAYER

A freshman kindergarten-primary
major, Arlene lived at 61 Newman
Avenue, Verona, N. J. Seventeen year
old Arlene was an active member of
her Jewish Community Center and
served as recording secretary of the
Suburban Youth Council, an organiza
tion for teenagers affiliated with the
Essex County Jewish Community
Center. A member of the National
Honor Society and Future Teachers
of America while in high school, she
was interested in newspaper work,
having been assistant editor of the
high school paper and the school's
delegate to the Columbia Press Con
ference.
JANE M. McCORMACK

A sophomore kindergarten-primary
major, Jane was a member of the
National Honor Society and was grad
uated from Middletown Township
High School in 1958. Jane displayed
her musical talent by participating
as a violinist in the orchestra. She
was particularly active in the work of
her church. Eighteen year old Jane
had been awarded a scholarship for
[Continued on Page Two]
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Gathered on stage to conduct the
service were nine dignitaries, each,
in his own way, expressing the heart
felt sympathies of the student body,
the faculty, and the State. Solemniza
tion of the service was further car
ried out by the organ prelude and
recessional, and the choral response
and benediction.
Before his call for meditation, Dr.
Edwin L. Martin, President of the
College, complimented the student
body and the faculty on their be
havior in the face of the tragedy,
and voiced his sympathy to the fam
ilies and friends of those departed.
The entire audience then remained
silent for a moment of meditation to
ask for divine help and guidance
through this experience.
Clergy Participate

Dr. Ernest F. Sixta
By RUTH ONUFROW
"We remember Dr. Sixta as a
scholar, in the truest sense of the
word.—As a person of quick and in
quiring mind,—as a worker of bound
less pe rsonal integrity . . . As a
teacher, stimulating, dynamic, and
great . . . As President of the
Faculty Association of his College
. . . coordinator of the Speaker's
Bureau of our current College Bond
Issue campaign ... As a husband,
as a father, and as a friend . . .
His was the warm, unselfish, sincere,
considerate way of life . . ." These
are the descriptive characteristics and
nature of Dr. Ernest F. Sixta as ex
pressed by Dr. James E. Cruise, speak
ing for the Faculty. One may think
of these characteristics and let them
become stored in our memory. But
let us, those who knew Dr. Sixta in
the same profession, those who had
him for a teacher, and those who
greeted him with a smile and "hello"
walking to classes, reflect upon these
as each of us have had our own in
dividual experiences and contacts with
Dr. Sixta. Then "wonderful memories
of Ernest F. Sixta we will cherish
until our lives' end."
A Born Teacher

Born on August 11, 1919, of Czechoslovakian parentage was Dr. Ernest F.
Sixta. He was raised, along with his
two brothers, John and Robert, and
sister, Rosemary on a farm owned by
his father. During his boyhood years
on the farm, his brother, Bob, had to
miss some years of school in order
to help on the farm, and as a result,
Dr. Sixta tutored Bob. In those years
Bob said, "I knew Ernie was a born
teacher."
Upon completing his high school
education, Dr. Sixta entered Iowa
State Teachers College, Cedar Rapids,
from which he received his B.A. in
history. He later continued work for
his M.A. and received the degree from
the State University of Iowa, and in
his second year at Trenton State he
received his Ph.D. from the same
university.
From 1937 to 1942 he taught several
grades in the Public Schools of Iowa.
Interesting to note is the fact that
one of his students was his younger
sister, Rosemary.
As instructor of
Western Civilization at the State Uni
versity of Iowa, he spent the years
from 1947 to 1950. At this time he
[Continued on Page Two]

Representing
the
three
major
faiths were the Reverend Joshua O.
Haberman, the Reverend George R.
Mather, and the Right Reverend John
J. Endebrock. In their messages, the
clergymen urged that the tragedy
serve as a stimulation to the better
ment of each individual, and that the
accident be used not as a finale,
but
rather as a beginning for greater ac
complishments.
Solemn tribute was paid to Dr.
Ernest F. Sixta by Dr. James E.
Cruise, Acting President of the Fac
ulty Association. Dr. Sixta was an
energetic worker who unselfishly de
voted his time and interest for the
welfare of the college. He worked
closely with both students and faculty
on many committees and served as
president of the Faculty Association.
His interest in his students stimulated
them to more productive efforts. It
is fitting that Dr. Sixta be remembered
not only as a great scholar, but also
as a friend to all.
Student B ody Represented

John Ashenfelter, President of Stu
dent Executive Board, expressed the
deep sorrow felt by the student body
at the loss of these students. He
stressed the fact that, while the lives
of these people had been brief, they
had contributed much to their fam
ilies, their schools, and their com
munities.
Dr. Frederick M. Raubinger, Com
missioner of Education, offered the
sentiments of the State Board of Edu
cation and other schools and colleges
throughout the State. In conclusion,
Dr. Martin acknowledged with thanks
the many people and organizations
who offered their assistance and con
dolences at this time.
Flowers on Stage

To all those groups who contributed
flowers
on the stage go the thanks
of the entire college community.

THANATOPSIS
By WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT
So live, that when thy summons comes
to join
The innumerable caravan, which moves
To that mysterious realm, where each
shall take
His chamber in the silent halls of death,
Thou go not, Kke the quarry-slave at night,
Scourged to his dungeon, but, sustained
and soothed
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy
grave,
Like one who wraps the drapery of his
couch
About him, and lies doicn to pleasant
dreams.

Thursday, October 15, 1959
S T A T E
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Ten Students
[Continued from Page One]
her outstanding academic record by
the N. J. Commissioner of Education.
LINDA MOLLOV

Residing at 32 Curtis Avenue, West
Orange, Linda was a June graduate
of West Orange High School. While
a senior in high school, Linda was
elected to the National Honor Society.
She was the vice-president of the
New Jersey Student Education Asso
ciation, a member of the debate team,
the Spanish Club, and Chief of Staff
for the school magazine. Although
only a freshman elementary major at
Trenton State College, Linda had
already begun to achieve recognition
as a student leader through her ac
tivities in the college Student Edu
cation Association.
DOROTHY PINCHAK

A business education major, Doro
thy was graduated from Eastside High
School in Paterson in 1958. Dorothy,
18, was a sophomore at the college.
Particularly interested in youth group
activities, she worked
with the
Brownies and Girl Scouts while in
high school, and in college accepted
the leadership and direction of young
people through the 4-H clubs. Doro
thy was a member of Nu Delta Chi
sorority and found particular enjoy
ment in activities connected with
literature and music.

JUDITH TETTAMANTI

A native of Phillipsburg, N. J.,
where she resided at 346 Marshall
Street, Judy was eighteen and a soph
omore at the college. She was a busi
ness education major and a member
of Sigma Sigma sorority. In high
school, Judy was a member of the
National
Honor
Society,
Future
Teachers of America, Glee Club and
a cappella choir. Upon her gradua
tion from Phillipsburg High School,
she was awarded a college scholarship
by the elementary school which she
had attended.
PEARL WRIGHT

A graduate from Salem High School
in 1958, Pearl lived at R. D. 1 in
Bridgeton. With a record of high
academic achievement in high school,
she was attending T. S. C. on a
scholarship awarded by the State Com
missioner of Education and was a
sophomore business education major.
She was a participant in the 4-H club
and various student government or
ganizations in her high school. Pearl
was extremely active in the work of
her church.

Lost Coeds Enriched
Lives and Minds of
Teachers and Friends

By MARY LEE KETALAAR
This past week has been a terrible
experience for all of us here as well
Living at 173 Canterbury Avenue,
as an unspeakable tragedy for the
North Arlington, Nancy was a soph
omore
business education
major. families of the victims. It goes with
out saying that we will all carry the
Nancy was extremely interested in a
mark of this with us until the day
variety of activities on the campus
and had demonstrated leadership in
we too, leave this earth.
There is one thought which has oc
many of them. She was active in
curred to me during the past few
Gamma Sigma sorority and an officer
days which perhaps might offer some
of the Student Education Association.
small comfort to others who have
She was also an editor of the college
been stunned and saddened also. It
yearbook. A National Honor Society
is this. If you believe that at least
member, Nancy had won numerous
a part of man's function in life is
awards in the field
of business and
to leave a mark, to somehow exert
was awarded first
prize for a career
paper written on business education. some influence so that the world is
a little better off for his having lived
An enthusiastic participant in many
in it, then there is a point to the lives
areas of aid to others, Nancy was a
which were cut off so abruptly in the
welfare worker for Puerto Ricans and
bloom of youth. These people sat in
the United Appeals drive.
classes with us, helped us with proj
RAE STEINBERG
ects, participated in all sorts of ac
Eighteen years old and a June, 1959
tivities with us, constantly giving us
graduate from Camden High School,
the benefits of their unique personali
Rae lived at 665 Randolph Street in
ties. We could not help but have
Camden. Rae was a recipient of the
our minds enriched, our viewpoints
D.A.R. Citizenship Award for her work
widened, our lives made more mean
while in high school. She was a
member of the National Honor So ingful from contact with their ideas
ciety, the Euture Teachers of America, and experiences. This is a value of
a college education, and it is especially
and was especially concerned with
precious to us as teachers who will
student government both in high
have charge over parts of the lives
school and during her few weeks here
of uncounted numbers of children.
at State. In her home town, she held
Thus, even as we realize the thin
positions of leadership at the Jewish
ness of the line between life and
Community Center. Rae had already
death, we must never for a moment
displayed interest in campus affairs
cease to strive for that perfection in
as a possible nomination as a Stu
our profession which alone will do
dent Executive Board representative
justice to the priceless monuments to
and as a member of the committee for
these girls that we carry in our most
the play Under Milk Wood now being
secret selves. God help us!
presented at the college.
NANCY RAUB

S I G N A L .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ser

Dear Mr. Martin:
The story of the tragic accident in
New Jersey last Friday was read with
pain and sorrow here.
The loss of such promising young
lives—and a precious teacher—is im
possible to comprehend. Perhaps it
can be accepted in the stark faith of
Job which the girls had heard ex
pressed only a few hours before:
"The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord." And from this terrible
experience, we would hope that every
citizen and public official would gain
a new feeling of responsibility for the
welfare of their fellow men on the
highway.
But the immediate cry is for the
deepest sympathy to the families and
friends of the bereaved. This is ex
tended from the heart.
Sincerely,
Frederick Fox,
Special Assistant
in the White House.
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Nancy Raub

From: Dundee, Scotland
To: TRENTON STATE COLLEGE
We have heard report of accident
involving students of Trenton State
College and on behalf of students
and staff of Dundee College of Edu
cation wish to express our sincere
sympathy. Please convey our best
wishes to Margot Manning.
Telegram to President Martin
Newspaper report misleading, but
we are shocked and mourn death
of beloved professor and students.
Kindly convey profound sympathy.
M. B. Naidoo.
Dear Dr. Martin,
Please accept my deepest sympathy
for the tragedy that has befallen Tren
ton State College.
I was deeply
shocked when I read a brief account
of the accident in this evenings paper.
Edna Y. Beckwith,
Sussex, England.
State Federation of District Boards
of Education, New Jersey
Dear Mr. Martin:
I feel I must extend to you and the
members of the faculty my deep sym
pathy. The events of last night are
too horrible to contemplate and one
must not question. Nevertheless it
is my prayer that those who are left
and the survivors of those gone may
not be too maimed either emotionally
or physically.
These are trying times for all of you
at the college. It may help a little to
know that the thoughts of your friends
are with you.
Very sincerely,
Ruth H. Page,
Executive Secretary.
[Continued in Column Five]

Pearl Wright

Judith Tettamanti

Dr . S ixta . . .

Memorial Fund Begun

[Continued from Page One]
was selected as a Fulbright Fellow
and attended the University of London
where he pursued as his course of
study, Seventeenth Century English
History. He, his wife, Helen, and
their son, Jimmie spent two years in
England. During this period he also
taught American History at the Lycee
Francais de Londre, London, England.
Offered an assistant professorship at
Trenton State in 1952, he accepted
and held this position until 1955 at
which time he became Associate Pro
fessor and a Full Professor in 1958.
Loved the East

Those who knew Ernest Sixta can
say that he truly loved the East; he
was fascinated by the many historic
spots in this area and was constantly
amused by his New Jersey friends
who were rather blase about the fact
that we had such things as the Liberty
Bell, Washington's Crossing, etc., close
to us. He loved these things. This
spring he visited Williamsburg, Vir
ginia, and was very much enthused
by the trip. In spite of his admiration
for the East, he annually returned to
Iowa to visit his family and friends.
Intellectually, he was stimulated by
everything: theater, music, and all
forms of literature.
He constantly
attended lectures at Princeton and
New York. As a student and profes
sor of contemporary Russia, he will be
remembered. He loved to entertain and
engage in bull sessions with faculty
and students, keeping discussions
good-natured and to the point. Per
sonal friends and acquaintances can
vouch that he was generous with his
time and energy. For the Centennial
Class of 1955, he was class advisor and
as former advisor of Theta Nu Sigma
Fraternity, he held well-remembered
barbecues for the fraternity brothers.
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Each student, teacher, and friend
having met him casually, in class,
or as a personal friend will find
ex
periences illustrating the traits and
characteristics described of Dr. Ernest
F. Sixta.

For Son of Dr. Sixta
Through the efforts of the Trenton
State College Faculty Association,
memorial fund is being established in
the honor of Dr. Ernest F. Sixta,
who was a victim of the recent acci
dent which has shocked the campus,
The principal purpose of this fund,
is to provide for the education of bis
son, James who is now 12 years of
age. Contributions, totaling over
hundred dollars have already been
received from many quarters. Cam
pus groups and individuals, and com
munity and local businessmen have
generously contributed.
All groups wishing to donate to the
fund should contact Miss Hope Jackman. She is serving as co-ordinator
of the fund in her capacity as treas
urer of the Trenton Faculty Asso
ciation.
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Dr. Martin
[Continued from Page One]
who have an interest in this college
and in our students. There is more
significance than that, however,
their presence.
They are spiritual
leaders whom we have called upon
many times and who have demon
strated many times their interest in
us and in our program."
[Continued from Column Three]
Dear Faculty and Students,
I read just now on the Italian paper
of the terrible tragedy happened
a school bus in New Jersey and with
tears in my eyes I understand it
Trenton State bus, because of the
death of Professor Ernest Sixta and
ten students.
I am far away from you, but please
be convinced I am near you taking
part to your immense catastrophe,
am near you with my thought. I ex
press all my sorrow to the families
and students.
With all my dolor near you,
Adriana Mondolfi,
1957-1958 Exchange Student,
Florence, Italy
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