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Inquiring Reporter 
Recently there have been several dis

putes and discussions as to the pur
pose and validity ot the loyalty oath. 
This oath is a part of a teacher's 
contract in New Jersey public schools, 
and also a section of the contract that 
has to be signed for receiving defense 
scholarship loans. 

The S i g n a l  felt that an explanation 
of this and an expression of the 
opinions of the students concerned 
would be of some value to all. 

It is hoped that the S i g n a l  may hear 
some more opinions expressed by the 
students, concerning this topic of loy
alty oaths. Remember, the loyalty 
oath concerns all of YOU students 
who will be signing contracts for 
teaching positions. 

T h i r t y - n i n e  S t a t e  S t u d e n t s  S i g n e d  t h e  
L o y a l t y  O a t h !  

(from the S i g n a l  S ecret Service) 
Twenty-three of the thirty-nine 

State Students who signed the loyalty 
oath when interviewed by our agent, 
made the following comments: 

"It doesn't bother me much, any 
way," said one student. "Look, what 
would you do in my position? Here 
I am in need of dough to finish col
lege. My father can't afford to keep 
me here. What he earns hardly goes 
to keep the family together. If any
body is willing to give me the money, 
damn well I'll take it no matter what 
I have to do!" 

"You listen to me," began another 
Since Congress passed the National Defense Education Act in student. "I am not a communist, 

1958, t here has developed a great deal of controversy over Section never have been one, and I don't want 
1001 (f) which is the loyalty oath and disclaimer affidavit. As to be one. is it wrong for me to give 
Trenton State is a participant in this program, we feel it wise this in writing and put my signature 
to inform the students who might be contemplating a federal loan to it? if I do, I get the money!" 
as well as the entire college community, what this Section states, 
how oth er institutions of higher education have reacted to it, why 
it has caused such a controversy, how the Signal stands on the 
issue, and what it suggests Trenton State should do about it. 

When a student partakes of the Federal loan program, he must 
swear to two things: . „ 

(1) He will support the Constitution and the laws of the United has got to get this into his nut. Okay 
States (the standard oath of allegiance taken by public officials) now, if the government pays for your 
an(j education, qualifies you *— " 

The McCarthy Hangover . . . 
(Basic information and some views used in the following Editorial ivas taken 

from the summary report and codification booklet of the XJnited States Rational 
Student Association for 1959-1960 and the New York Times of November 18, 1959 
and December 3, 1959.) 

"Stop talking in the air and face 
the facts," remarked yet another. 
"The United States government is 
anti-communist. You know it and I 
know it. Everybody in the world 
knows it. In this country, commu
nism has no place. Every American 

for job, 

about before. Patiently we awaited— 
the return to earth! 

"Oh, you mean about that oath? 
Well, college education is expensive— 
not so much at Trenton, but still it 
costs a lot of money, doesn't it? 
My parents are in awful financial 
difficulties to tell you the truth. 
There is no harm really, in signing 
the oath, is there? Anyway, I'm not 
planning to be a Communist or even 
marry one." 

Probably the most typical reply 
that we were able to obtain from the 
interviewed students was, "I'm a loyal 
American now, and will always be— 
so I signed it. Similarly, another reply 
was, "I fail to see anything wrong 
with signing the oath, it's nothing 
more than, well, ah, ah, a piece of 
paper!" 

"I don't feel that it is infringing 
upon my freedom. As far as I'm 
concerned, it was just a mere for
mality. I had to sign so many papers 
and fill out so many forms." 

Another interesting reply came 
from one of our male students. He 
said that, "I never realized exactly 
what the loyalty oath implied. If I 
had realized what signing it really 
implied, I probably wouldn't have 
signed. Here we see a student with 
some doubts now. 

I n t e r e s t i n g  C o m m e n t s  
In contrast to this, one student 

said, "At last resort, if it came to 
the point where signing the loyalty 
oath meant the difference between a 
college education or not, I wouldn't 
think twice about signing it!" Then 
too, "the signing of this loyalty oath 
does infringe upon my fundamental 
principle of freedom, but not to the 
extent that I would refuse to sign 
it at all." 

In our opinion, one particular his
tory major stated a most interesting 
comment, in that it offered some rea
son for the loyalty oath. He said, 
"It's about time we once and for all 
got rid of this stupid loyalty oath. 
After all, it's nothing more than the 
emotionalism that still exists from 
the McCarthy era. Some of our Con
gressmen should wake up to that 
fact!" 

Then finally the comment that we 
(2) He must sign the SO called "negative affidavit" which says gives you a chance to establish your- Wjii lastly consider, was made by one 
i-i—-i- holimTD in Violnncr In nr snrvnnrt anv selt ln American society, doesn't it f ,, froat,mor a 

have the right to demand loyalty 
thereafter?" 

The next student interviewed was 
sipping his coffee in the Snack Bar 
when we found him. There were no 

that the student "does not believe in, belong to, or support any 
organization that believes in or teaches the overthrow of the 
United States government by force or violence or by any 
illegal or unconstitutional methods." 

This is the essence of Section 1001 (f) of the National Defense >>o „„ 
Education Act. The controversy and protest of students^ teachers, other students near us at the time, 

but still it was with hesitancy and 
embarrassment that he brought him
self to comment on the subject. 

"I can't understand why there 
should be a hue and cry about this. 
The fact is, I am broke. My father 
doesn't have a regular job; he's been 
at one thing and another from time 
to time. Then he fell ill and the 
family income came to nothing. So 
I had the choice of two things to do-

of the freshmen. She said, "Actually, 
the way I see it, the government just 
doesn't trust us. They must have 
a legal contract, or something. But 
the important thing is, that it gets 
[Continued on Page 2] 

Plans Underway For 
Exchange Program 

This year's program of the Experi
ment in International Living will 
send three students overseas, one per
haps to Africa. They will spend the 
summer living with a family in 
another country. Each student will 
receive a scholarship of $800, which 
will cover most of his expenses. 

Upon arrival in the country chosen, 
the student will, in most cases, go 
straight to the community where each 
member of the group will live in 
a separate home which has been care
fully selected by the Experiment's 
local representative in that com
munity. During the month's home-
stay, the person will meet with other 
members of the Experiment group for 
discussion and visit local points of 
interest. The most important aspect 
will be learning about different kinds 
of communities. The homestay will 
be followed by a three week tour of 
the country. This will probably wind 
up in a big city to give the students 
a chance to become acquainted with 
the urban culture of the people. Ap
plications will be accepted for these 
trips at the beginning of 1960. 

Another summer scholarship is 
beig offered to the class of 1960 and 
teachers who are residents of Mon
mouth County. The English-Speaking 
Union of that county is offering $750 
for someone to attend summer courses 
in England in 1960. 

The amount of the scholarship is 
sufficient to cover the cost of the 
course, board and lodging, and pas 
sage both ways. These courses, 
mainly covering English history, lit
erature, and the fine arts, are being 
offered at Stratford-upon-Avon, the 
University of London, the University 
of Oxford, and the University of Edin
burgh. Only one scholarship will be 
awarded and the recipient will have 
his choice of the schools named 
above. 

Plans are also underway for the 
summer workshop held on our campus 
every year. Ten Swedish students 
will live with ten of our students in 
the dormitories on campus. They will 
arrive around June 20, 1960, and stay 
here for three weeks. 

Dr. Botts, who is in charge of all 
these scholarship programs, received 
[Continued on Page 2] 

and educational organizations seems to be centered on the "nega 
tive affidavit" clause of the Section. 

The Federal student loan program, from its beginning, has 
met with much opposition from institutions of higher learning. 
Five universities refused from its inception to accept any of the 
funds available to them and at least eleven others have withdrawn 
—all because of the affidavit. The latest institutions, who have 
returned and/or refused their allocated funds from the Federal 
government under the NDEA, are Yale and Harvard. On No
vember 17, 1959, the presidents of both universities informed the 
government that they were withdrawing from the program in either sign the loyalty oath and stay 
protest over the loyalty affidavit it requires. Between the two in college or get out. It was not the 
institutions, they relinquished almost $500,000 which might have time to start thinking about abstract 
aided hundreds of students had it not been for Section 1001 (f). issues. i signed the oath and 
Many other colleges have taken advantage of the Act and its stayed! 
benefits but have objected to this specific provision. ml- -

Objections to this Section of the NDEA have been so strong 
and numerous that President Eisenhower was asked to comment 
on his views of the oath at a news conference on December 2, 
1959. In effect, the President said he thought the "negative affi
davit" or the "non-Communist vow" should be repealed and that 
the standard oath of allegiance, which is the first part of Section ^ 
1001 (f), would be "sufficient." Thus, because of the President' s luctance, but the final outcome was 
stated position on the oath, there is a great improvement in the interesting. 
chances of a bill being passed in the next session of Congress "i didn't want to sign it really. I 
for the repeal of the "non-Communist affidavit." felt like i was sacrificing some prin-

In July of this year, Senator Kennedy attempted to have a cipie or something—you know, but it 
measure passed repealing both parts of Section 1001 (f) of the was so hard on Mother to keep me 
NDEA. It received a negative vote and was sent back to com- here, because of so many m the 
mittee. The Senate amended it to retain the oath of allegiance. ami y. o w at cou o u sign 
After the bill was recommitted, it received another negative 
vote and thus was killed for that session. "The best chance to 
revive the issue in the next session would appear to be some 
such compromise, retaining the oath of allegiance." 

Two other significant forces have stated their opposition either 
to the affidavit provision or to the entire Section 1001 (f) of the subject properly. There were more 

[Continued on Page 2] interesting things for her to talk 

TWELFTH NIGHTERS FIGHT 
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The next student on our list was 
hard to locate. Finally we nailed him 
on the library steps. It was difficult 
to get on the track and boil him 
down to the concrete reasons. The 
understandable embarrassment of a 
person when questioned on a personal 
matter, easily accounted for the re-
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the oath and get the money." 
Two days later, we were loitering 

around the auditorium, waiting for 
the next in line. Spotting her, we 
walked up to her casually. Only a 
half hour later could we broach the 

Shown are four campus thespians who are preparing; for the college presentation of 
"Twelfth Night." Left to right are Charles Olszewski (substituting for Joe Gellura), 
Denise Vails, Bill Goldstein, and Bob Stern. Tickets for Trenton State students are free of 
charge and students may obtain tliem at the Kendall Hall Box Office from 12:40 to 4:30 
and 7 to 9 p. m. every day. (Photo by Lynn Hunter) 



Page Two S T A T E  S I G N A L  
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[Continued from Page 1] 

NDEA. Arthur S. Flemming, Secretary of Health, Education 
and Welfare has called for repeal of the second part of the loyalty 
oath section. The United States National Student Association, 
the only such organization voicing college student opinion in the 
country, has expressed "its general opposition to laws requiring 
students in their position as students to sign loyalty oaths and 
disclaimer affidavits" and in this specific instance urges the 
"amendment of the National Defense Education Act of 1958 by 
deletion of Section 1001 (f)." 

Loyalty oaths in general, do not seem to have any positive 
effect on people who have no intention of going against the doc
trines of the Constitution or being a party in the overthrow of 
the government. The only effect that results, is a negative one 
if a person refuses to sign because of principle and not because 
he is, or plans to be, disloyal to his country. If a person refuses 
to sign because of principle, he is singled out and always under 
suspicion as being a subversive. 

People who are bent upon destroying the government will have 
no qualms about signing such an oath. How is such a person to 
be exposed and therefore excluded from receiving a loan under 
the NDEA program? 

The USNSA states: "The requirement of signing a loyalty 
oath implies that a college student and/or faculty member is 
disloyal until he makes a positive statement expressing his loy
alty." Does this mean that the government does not "trust" 
American college students and faculty members? If college stu
dents and faculty are compelled to sign such an oath before 
they can receive Federal aid, why don't other recipients such as 
the farmers, have to sign such oaths? As it stands now, the 
only group in the country discriminated against in such a manner 
is the educators both present and future. Are people associated 
with education to be continually discriminated against by the 
Federal, State, and local governments? When is a person, who 
signed such an oath being "subversive" in his thinking and 
actions? The broad terms used to define such actions cause a 
signer to worry constantly as to whether his association with this 
group or that person is considered by the government as being 
"subversive." When is a person "supporting," "believing in," or 
using "illegal methods" not in conformity to the United States 
Constitution ? 

In light of the nature of Section 1001 (f) of the NDEA and 
the many broad generalities and loose ends as well as the inherent 
discrimination against educators both present and future, the 
Signal is asking three things: 

(1) President Martin, as a representative of the Administra
tion of Trenton State College, to attend a meeting of the 
Student Executive Board and declare the position of the Ad
ministration on Section 1001 (f) of the NDEA. 
(2) Dr. Cruise, as a representative of the Faculty Association, 
to attend a meeting of the Student Executive Board and declare 
the position of the Faculty on Section 1001 (f) of the NDEA. 
(3) The Student Executive Board of Trenton State College, 
after hearing the views of the Administration and Faculty on 
this Section, and after finding out the views of a significant 
cross-section of the student body, is to indicate by a vote of 
the members of the Board whether the College accepts Section 
1001 (f) of the NDEA as it stands or whether the College 
objects in whole or in part to this required loyalty oath. 
After a resolution has been passed and adopted one way or 

another, the Signal asks that a letter stating the resolution of the 
College be sent to the United States Secretary of the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare, and copies of this letter be 
also sent to the USNSA, all New Jersey Senators and Represen
tatives in Washington, and to any other individuals or groups 
thought by the Board as being interested in this adopted resolution. 

The Signal as a functioning part of the makeup of this College, 
will hereafter go on record as contributing to and upholding any 
resolution of the Student Executive Board objecting to the entire 
Section 1001 (f) of the National Defense Education Act. We 
feel that it is discriminating against one group of the many re
ceiving F'ederal aid; it indicates a basic distrust in the loyalty 
of the American college student and teacher; it has no meaning 
because of the broad, general terms used in describing a person 
who could be considered disloyal; it is not effective in singling 
out a subversive person because such an individual, who has 
designs on contributing to the overthrow of the government or 
not believing in the Constitution of the United States, will feel 
no guilt if he signs such an oath; and if an affidavit of this effect 
is allowed to stand unopposed, academic freedom will be seriously 
threatened because the general terms used in the affidavit can 
be made to serve as a basis for more restrictive legislation. 

The Signal is calling for the above stated action on the part 
of the Administration, the Faculty Association and the Student 
Executive Board within the next month or by January 19, 1960. 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 
Dear Editor: 

So what's the big harangue about 
Christmas? An obese, jolly elf, 
stuffed like a hot Italian sausage into 
a red suit, trimmed with white fur 
guaranteed to make you sneeze, has 
the total population of the United 
States hypnotized into a mass hys
teria of Christmas shopping, tree 
trimming, and house decorating with 
flashing red lights. 

I feel that the time has come to 
expose this product of the imagina
tion of mercenary industrialists—this 
disciple of capitalism! How can so 
many intelligent people be hood
winked into believing that this cor
pulent little man can possibly have 
any magical powers? Why can't 
people realize the demoralizing and 
detrimental effects this child-like faith 
has upon themselves and the young, 
innocent minds of their children? 

The easily-led mind of a child can 
be duped into believing this fairy-tale, 
only to realize later on in life that 

International Awareness . . • 
What is education? Certainly an important Phase includes a 

fundamental knowledge and understanding of a^a"^ Jtv 
mature educated individuals, the future leaders of the <jommumty, 
and most of all the educators of young minds need to develop an 
international awareness. Undoubtedly this intelligent approach 
becomes the prerequisite for peaceful co-existence, which is jus y 
needed today. The future of all nations depends on their ability 
to spark an awareness and sense of understanding for the pro 
lems, desires, and needs of other peoples of the world. 

Even for those who proclaim to be well-rounded, an important 
phase of this roundedness is the ability to understand and interpret 
international developments. Each person should become an am
bassador in his own right. We, as students, have unlimited oppor
tunities to travel abroad, so we should take it upon _ ourselves to 
be representatives of our nation and indulge often in intelligent 
discussions of what is becoming a "shrinking world. In terms ot 
our neighbors, Latin and South America, geographically we are 
quite close, yet diplomatically, we are worlds _ apart. 

Let us become aware of what is going on in the world around 
us, make an attempt to educate ourselves, and let us become 
internationally conscious. Our role as students now and educated 
leaders in the near future, demands this awareness. 

(As a part of implementing this overall program of international awareness, 
•Joseph Abruscato, Campus Travel Director, will be presenting a series of articles 
in several forthcoming issues of the SIGNAL. In these articles, he will desciibe 
the program of summer travel available under the direction of U.S.N.S.A., and 
conclude with descriptions of some of these tours.) 

ratio at Trenton State College is 

to 13, which illustrates the fact tht 
we are under-staffed in many othe 
areas. In spite of this fact these ei 
ployees are performing their duti6 

faithfully and conscientiously and at 
deserving of more recognition thai 
they receive. 

I would like to take this opportunit 
to thank all students, faculty, at 
staff who have cooperated so gti 
ciously by using the temporary part 
ing areas. It has been possible 
us to greatly improve the appearam 
of the campus and we sincerely hop-
to make greater progress next year. 

Very truly yours, 
T. R. Kinter, 
Business Manager. 

Inquiring Reporter 
[Continued from Page 1] 
me some of the money I need for m i 
education." 

And so the interviews continua 
among the rest of the chosen sti 
dents. What they had to say addst 
essence no further to the represent! 
tive reactions cited above. There wa 
always the emphasis on the pressi 
need for financial aid which ovei 
rides all other considerations. 

his whole young world was one filled 
with deception. It's enough to drive 
a person to a psychiatrist's couch, 
which is exactly what happens. 

This sneaky little creature has also 
got his hands into the recording 
business. He has had songs written 
about him and his eight antlered, over
grown dogs; after they were written, 
he makes sure that they are pub
licized over the air, in newspapers, 
and through all other means of com
munication (typical payola). 

Most of these songs contain very 
subtle capitalistic ideas. Take for an 
example, "Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer." In this song, there is a 
misfit, an outcast of society, ostra
cized simply because he is different— 
he has a red nose. He is rejected 
by the group because of his difference. 
Then a crisis arises—it is foggy on 
Christmas Eve and this red elf needs 
the misfit. Soon as Rudolph is ac
cepted by the leader of the group, 
namely Santa Claus, he becomes a 
hero in the eyes of the reindeer and 
is also accepted by them. It is the 
usual success story—hero living under 
[Continued in Column 5] 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor: 

In your issue dated Monday, No
vember 30, 1959, the residents of 
Lakeside dormitory stated that their 
requests for maintenance repairs have 
been virtually ignored and that they 
are concerned about the future of 
this dormitory. May I state that 
similar problems exist in both Wood-
side dormitory and New House and 
we are well aware of these problems. 

In the first place, the residents of 
Lakeside dormitory and all other 
dormitories must realize that our 
maintenance staff is not adequate in 
numbers to properly maintain and re
pair our present physical plant, the 
replacement value of which is well in 
excess of $9,000,000. Our present 
facilities were not designed to ac
commodate 1600 full-time students, 
and this means that a much heavier 
burden is placed on those individuals 
who are responsible for the mainte
nance and repair of these buildings. 

For the information of those who 
might be interested, we have a work 
force of 8 men who are responsible 
for the general maintenance and re
pair of 25 major buildings on our 
campus. This force consists of 2 
carpenters, 1 mason, 1 plumber, 1 
painter, 1 electrician, and 2 repair
men. We have a working force of 
3 men who are responsible for the 
care and maintenance of 192 acres 
of campus area. These men have 
worked during vacation periods and 
a good many holidays to complete 
essential repairs and try to keep the 
physical plant functioning. Unfor
tunately, the Maintenance Department 
has become the whipping boy of 
those individuals who have not had 
their requests taken care of promptly. 

It was not the decision of the Main
tenance Department to have these 
three frame buildings, Woodside, 
Lakeside, and New House, virtually 
dumped on campus in 1946 with little 
or nothing done to prepare them for 
use as dormitories for the next fifteen 
years. At the present time the cost 
of renovation of these facilities is 
much more than they are worth, and 
I for one would heartily recommend 
that their use as dormitories be dis
continued. In Woodside and Lake
side dormitories we have installed 
asbestos siding in an attempt to re
duce the danger of rapid destruction 
by fire. For the period 1946 through 
1956 there were wooden ladders only 
installed at the end of each building 
and these ladders were to provide 
the means of escape in case of fire. 
All metal Jacob's-type ladders were 
installed in the upstairs apartments 
in 1957 because it was thought unwise 
to attach metal ladders to the sides 
of the girls' dormitories. The fire 
extinguishers have recently been 
checked, but the individual responsi
ble forgot to install new inspection 
tags. We have taken steps to see 
that this will never happen again. 

The administration is doing every
thing within its power to obtain ad
ditional funds and establish a pre
ventive maintenance program at the 
college. New roofs have been in
stalled on all the dormitories, and 
all dormitories, with the exception of 
New House, have been painted on the 
exterior. There again we have the 
magnificent sum of % of 1% of our 

total plant value to spend annually 
for the maintenance and repair of all 
buildings. 

The amount of room rental that is 
charged is not established by the col
lege and it is not possible to make 
an adjustment for those individuals 
living in the temporary structures. 
If the residents of Lakeside are as 
dissatisfied as their letter might in
dicate, I am certain that there are 35 
students living off campus who would 
be glad to take their rooms during 
the next semester. 

If any dormitory or group of stu
dents feels that they have a legitimate 
complaint or gripe about conditions 
in their living quarters, I would be 
most happy to review their petition. 
If neither the Maintenance Depart
ment nor the Business Office is in
formed of some of these necessary 
repairs, they can hardly be held ac
countable for not completing them. 

At the present time a master plan 
of the campus is being prepared and 
we will know the future location of 
educational buildings and dormitories. 
It might be necessary to tear down 
the present frame buildings, but until 
that time the maintenance force will 
make every effort to make these build
ings habitable and safe. I hesitate 
to quote statistics but there is one 
obvious statistic which should be 
stated. The ratio of Civil Service 
employees to full-time day students 
at the State University is presently 
1 worker to every 5 students. The 

Scholarships . . . 
[Continued from Page 1] 
a hundred dollar check from the Nei 
Jersey State Parent Teachers Associl 
tion to help finance this workshoi 
Scholarship applications will be 
able to Trenton State students afte 
the Christmas vacation. 

[Continued from Column 2] 
a handicap, crisis arises, hero save 
the day and is finally accepted by tl 
group. And all of this is working 
the minds of our children. 

My reaction to Christmas—Bi 
Humbug! 

A Neurotic Easter Bunny, 

SPORTS NOTES 
After losing the first two games 

1959, the Lions of Ed Brink came 
with a victory at the expense of tt 
National Aggies by way of an 85-5 
win on the Hillwood campus. 

The Trenton jayvee unit also brot 
into the winning side of the ledge 
by posting a 55-41 win. 

Engaging in their first New Jerse 
State College Conference action, 
Trenton Lions dropped a close battl 
to Montclair by a 75-69 margin, 
win, on the Montclair court, left 
Northern New Jersey team in fire 
place since they had beaten New 
earlier. 

X I>On5 T CflRt UHO VOU YOvJ 

H B v c  T O  H P I V E  f \  p r r k i m o  s t i c k e r . '  


