
Put your face among this crowd 
was no path across the hill. The hill, 
always steeper after a few beers, 
claimed many a late-night victim, 
especially in the rain or snow. 

That was also the year for Ladies' 
Night at the Ground Round on 
Tuesdays, which could have been called 
Trenton State Night. We'd be there too 
every week (when we could find 
somebody with a car), tearing up the 
dance floor and making general fools of 
ourselves. 

I started at Trenton State as a 
Management major, but thought I might 
want to switch to Marketing. So I joined 
the Marketing Club, which was probably 
the single biggest thing that affected my 
life here. Not only did I learn a lot about 
Marketing, which convinced me to 
change my major, but I met people who 
became very good friends, one of whom 
was a member of The Signal staff. He 
talked me into joining the staff, as a 
typist for $2.50 an hour. 

The time spent working down at The 
Signal will always stand out in my mind 
as some of the most memorable time in 
college. The people I've met here are not 
ones you would usually find together in 
the same "clique." We're an extremely 
diverse group down here, but it is the 
diversity that makes it interesting. 

Although different in backgrounds, 
interests, talents, and especially 
personalities, we probably know each 
other better than some who are friends 
for years. Staying up all night till 6:00, 
7:00, sometimes 8:00 on Tuesday 
mornings with the goals of producing a 
paper, while dealing with a ceiling that 
drips on your head, machines that 
continually break down, and the 
inevitable conflicts that arise between 
editors-we've gotten to know each 
other very well this way. 

It's not always easy trying to work on 
the newspaper, go to classes, study for 
exams, and hold down a part-time job. 
But it has its rewards in the end. I have 
learned so much more by getting 
involved here than I ever could in a 
classroom, because this is practical, 
almost-real-life experience. 

And isn't that what we're all here for 
anyway? (most of us at least) To learn 
(and that doesn't mean just getting good 
grades), to expand our horizons by 
meeting different people, to learn 
practical skills that we can take with us 
when we leave—these are things you can 
learn in college like nowhere else. 

Ask a member of The Signal staff why 
they do it, why they spend the long 
hours working on stories, and longer 
hours on Monday night, why they put up 
with constant criticism from students, 
faculty, and administrators-ask them 
and they probably couldn't tell you. Oh, 
they may give you something about it 
looking good on their resume (which it 
does) or that they are getting coop or 
independent study credit for it, but there 
really are easier ways of doing that. 

The real reasons are more intangible 
than those. They have to do with the 
friends made, the feeling of 
accomplishment seeing the finished 
product out on Tuesday afternoons, and 
the dedication of your time to a 
worthwhile purpose. 

Maybe joining The Signal staff is not 
for you. But if you have any interest at 
all, we'd like to see you. Our meetings 
are every Wednesday at 2 p.m. in The 
Signal office in the basement of the 
Student Center. (If you're not sure, ask 
at the Information Booth.) We're looking 
forward to seeing you there! 

BY CINDY SHINE 

A new semester is beginning. 
My last one, after four and a half years. 

In another four months or so, I will 
become an alumnus of this institution, 
and another phase of my life will begin — 
that of the "Real World." 

Pretty scary stuff. 
But I remember when college itself 

seemed pretty scary. 
I first came to Trenton State in the fall 

of 1983, as a sophomore, afterayearat a 
small, private college in Pennsylvania 
for a year. That school had 1800 

students, and was just barely bigger 
than my high school. So Trenton State 
was kind of a shock to my system. (It 
actually had more than two dorms, and 
more than one building for classes.) 

I didn't get housing right away, and 
became one of the dreaded "Lounge 
Rats," living in a lounge with four other 
girls. We had two dressers, two desks, 
and one small closet without a clothes 
bar. But we did have fun, and it was a 
great way to meet a lot of people very 
quickly. Also, we were lucky enough to 
be there only a week, and not months on 
end like those last fall. 

Campus life in 83-84 was much 
different than now. The Pub was open, 
when it really was the Pub, not the Dry 
Dock, or the Club, or any of the other 
names they tried to come up with for it. It 
was open every Wednesday and 
Thursday night, and we were there every 
week, dancing and sliding across the 
beer-flooded floor, playing quarters at 
the tables, buying rounds of dollar 
pitchers. . . 

On the walk back to Travers, it was 
always fun to guess who would be the 
one to slide down the hill. You see, the 
tennis courts weren't there, and there 

Trenton State? 
Since most students eat, sit, and 

study, time should be allotted for 
exercise. The most popular forms of 
exercise on campus are racquetball, 
tennis, basketball, jogging, aerobics, 
and weightlifting. 

Social life. Other than eating, most 
student's favorite event is drinking. For 
the students who are of age, the TSC 
night life places are the Trenton State 
Rathskeller, fondly known as The Rat, 
McDoogals, Perkarski's Pub, City 
Gardens, Ground Round, and Don 
Youngs. 

After a night of chugging - I mean 
after a night of sipping your exotic drink, 
whatever it may be, it is common for 
Trenton State students to be seen late 
night at Pizza City pigging out on pizza, 
cheese steaks, and calzones. 

If you are under 21, you won't have 
any trouble finding decent get-
togethers in a friend's dorm room or off-
campus apartment. Fraternities and 
sororities are also a great way to meet 
people and have fun. 

Clubs and Activities. The student 
center also has a lot to offer the campus 
community. It not only consists of the 

cafeteria and The Rat (which serves 
beer, burgers, and fries, etc.), but also 
houses many clubs and activities such 
as WTSR (the college radio station), The 
Seal (the college yearbook), and The 
Signal. 

These are only a few of the many clubs 
here at TSC. A complete listing is found 
in the Student Handbook. 

Happiness Is. Students born to shop 
will be glad to hear that the Quaker 
Bridge Mall and Oxford Valley Mall are 
nearby. 

You can also blow your money at the 
numerous places to shop on Olden 
Avenue, in the Lawrenceville Shopping 
Center, and at the Mercer Mall. 

Of course, don't rule out the elegant 
shops in the preppy, yuppie town of 
Princeton. 

College. As Trenton State students, 
you will soon learn to balance your time. 
It helps to make up a schedule 
budgeting the time you want to devote to 
schoolwork, clubs & activities, sports, 
social life, and/or a part-time job. 

Don't just sit back - Get Involved!!! 
You will discover new interests, meet 
exciting people, and find TSC clubs 
beneficial to you now as well as in the 
future. 

What s t o do at 

Fall 1985 Signal staff 

BY BREN DA HUMMER 
As a new Trenton State College 

tudent, you first realize that you will go 
trough a period of adjustment. You say 
lood-bye to the folks and concentrate 
P y ourself, your needs, your grades, 
nd most importantly, your goals. 
Whoever said college was easy? 

|hether you have just graduated from 
:9h school or are transferring from a 
lunty college, you will notice quite a 
llerence in your classes. 
Here, the professors and faculty make 
| strive harder for your grades, 
lavorite pastime. Men watch as the 
men's figures turn into pear shapes, 
'men watch as the men develop love 
|lles. Beware of the 20 pound spread, 
college is synonymous with food. 

^unk food. 
Whether you live in the dorms or in an 

°"-campus room or apartment, you will 
^emorize the phone numbers of 
p°mino's Pizza, Munchies, and Rocco's 

lzzeria by heart. (A must for every ice 
ream lover — c heck out the popular 

9°crmet ice cream place called Thomas 
weets in the nearby town of Princeton.) 
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Professionals get start at Signal 
Reprinted from the December 17th, 1985, issue of 

The Signal 

BY M ARILYN SAILEY 

In the halls of Trenton State College 
on Tuesday nights are neat stacks of 
The Signal, the; students' newspaper. 
That they are there is a fact, and they 
have been published without interuption 
other than a short period during World 
War II. 

Both those facts are taken for granted, 
but it takes a lot of dedication and 
perseverance on the part of the people 
who work behind the scenestokeep The 
Signal going. The editors, staff and 
faculty advisors all contribute. 

The Signal's headquarters is located 
in the basement of the Student Center, 
indicated by a sign on the door which 
reads "The War Room." 

Inside except for a bright blue 
modular sofa, everything is white. 

Pegboards on the walls are posted 
with recent articles and items of note, 
stuck there with pushpins. The desks are 
somewhat cluttered and the telephones 
look like they have been through at least 
one war. Extra typewriters, none of 
which work all too well, are stored on the 
wall shelves. 

Down the hall is the production room 
where all the cutting and pasting is 
done. Traditionally, The Signal's crew 
works all throughout Monday nights in 
order for the paper to be ready to be 
printed on Tuesday. 

Dr. Robert Cole, technical advisor for 
The Signal 1979 through 1983, says 
there is bond which develops between 
the members of The Signal that lasts 
long after college is over. 

He noted that many students from his 
journalism classes and members of The 
Signal have gone on to work in the field. 

"Prior to the 70's," he said, "The 
Signal was mostly a school activity, but 
during the 70's more hard news and 
more controversy appeared in it. Also, 
the paper became financially more 
successful in the 70's." 

Cole considers The Signal the voice of 
the students. The paper has published 
faculty salaries two or three times in the 
1970's, and published daily issues in 
order to cover the 1975 American 
Federation of Teachers' strike. 

Typical of The Signal's aggress
iveness is a recent editorial in which Dr. 
William Klepper, dean of student life, is 
atta'cked because of an agreement 
regarding renovations of the Student 
Center which were voted upon during 
the summer. Cole said many student 
newspapers simply do not become 
involved in such cotroversies. 

Matthews, curator of the library's 
special collections, is in charge of the 
past editions of The Signal. He keeps 
them safely locked away in a vault. They 
are bound in neat annual volumes, 1885 
through 1985, and are presently being 
transferred to microfilm. Both Cole and 
Matthews are pleased by this, since 
some of the issues are beginning to 
disintegrate. 

Through the 1960's, The Signal was 
printed on good-quality, hard-finish 
paper. Those issues are still in very good 
condition. But in the 70's, The Signal 
began to use regular newsprint and 
those issues are already yellowed and 
crumbling. 

Nadine Shanler, professor of 
education, was an advisor to The Signal 
for 16 years, 1968 to 1984. She said, "I 
thoroughly enjoyed working with the 
students on the paper. I have always 
been interested in students' rights and 
the free press." 

Shanler was an adviser when J. 
Stryker "Tilt" Meyer served as editor-in-
chief during the calendar years 1973 and 
1974. Shanler said Meyer was a fine 
investigative reporter and had been 
effective in the development of such 
reporting on The Signal. 

Tilt Meyer, speaking by telephone 
from San Diego where he is a reporter 
for the prestigious San Diego Union, 
said the stories in the recent issues of 
The Signal seem very staid. In 1973 and 
1974 there was a student rights dispute 
and the Student Government 
Association (SGA) was "knocked out of 
existence," he said. 

The Signal supported the restoration 
of the SGA, historically an unusual 
position for the paper to take. It is often 
critical of the SGA. 

"Then there was the very first faculty 
strike," he said, "and at first The Signal 
intended to support the strike, but they 
lied to us on the paper." 

The students were told that the 
proposed new faculty contract was for 
their benefit as well as for the benefit of 
the faculty, Meyer said. He managed to 
get a copy of the contract, but he felt 
there was nothing in it to benefit the 
students. 

Beginning with the November 18, 
1974, issue, The Signal ran everything it 
could find out about the strike. In order 
to cover the strike more thoroughly, the 
staff began publishing at least two 
issues per week. 

Meyer noted that The Signal was four 
pages a week when he began his 
editorship and usually 28 pages when he 
left. He also ran the first and last summer 
issues in 1973 and 1974. 

He also started the April Fool's issue, 
The Langis, which was published 
annually until 1982. Tilt's last issue, in 
December, 1974, was a 40-page 90th 
Anniversary issue. 

Meyer is now working for the San 
Diego Union on a law enforcement beat. 
He does daily police stories and has just 
finished a major six-part story on a local 
drug bust. 

Kathi (Scull) Lentz was editor-in-chief 
of The Signal in 1976. She said "One of 
the more interesting things to happen on 
the campus was that police were 
allowed to carry guns. It was a milestone 
for the college." The Student Center 
opened and that was another big story. 
"Now we had a place to go," Lentz said. 
Lentz remembered the many delays in 
construction of the Center. Until the 
Student Center, The Signal office was 
located in the Ely House. 

She didn't intend to go into 
journalism, but after working on The 
Signal it became her first career choice. 
As editor-in-chief, she had a tough job. 
Most of the editors were male, and were 
very outspoken, men like Bill Maacken, 
Joe Perone, Mark Magyar, and John 
Harnes. Later, they told her what a great 
job she had done. 

Lentz is currently editor of two local 
weeklies, The Atlantic County Record 
and The Egg Harbor News, which she 
said "are slowly merging. I write a 
column each week, and can editorialize 
if I want, but prefer to write a humorous 
column." 
She believes in community parti
cipation. This year she is serving as 
president of the Mays Landing Chamber 
of Commerce, director for the Miss Mays 
Landing Scholarship Fund and Pageant, 
and as a volunteer on the local rescue 
squad. 

Chris Vota served as editor-in-chief 
for the spring semester 1979. He said he 
preferred to work behind the scenes of 
the paper, especially working out the 
technical problems which develop 
during the operations of the paper. 

Interestingly enough. Vota attended 
Trenton State College on a part-time 
basis for nearly ten years, before he 
graduated last spring. He said there 
have been numerous problems between 
the Student Government Association 
and the Student Finance Board, all of 
which have been covered weekly in The 
Signal. 

"It was a very interesting time. In fact I 
wrote an article about the period, 
entitled, 'The Decadent Decade,"' Vota 
said, regarding the seventies. 

Beside the editors mentioned above, a 
number of others went on to 
considerable professional success. The 
period when Haacker, Perone, Magyar 
and Hemes wrote for the paper 
represented one of the concentrations 
of talent in the history of the paper. They 
all now work for some of the major 
dailies in the state, Magyar with The 
Record of Hackensack. Perone with The 
Star Ledger, and Haacker and Harnes 
with The Asbury Park Press. 

When the four were together at The 
Signal, they sought all the crime news 
on campus, which made The Signal look 
like a "Police Gazette," full of stories of 
drugs and violence. But Perone also 
wrote a notably risque personal column, 
and Magyar wrote an epistolary 
Christmas story in 1974 that probably 
was the best piece of creative work to 
ever appear in The Signal. 

One of the most unusual careers to 
have been followed by a former editor 
was that of Ernest Rydell, who was 
editor in 1958 and subsequently held a 
number of positions in the college 
administration, and now is assistant to 
President Eickhoff 

Feast of Lights 
in the Burg 

Need something to do your first 
weekend at Trenton State College? 

How about celebrating the feast day of 
La Madonna Ss. di Casandrino, which 
will begin Wednesday, September4, at7 
p.m., in the Chambersburg section of 
Trenton, and culminate with a fireworks 
display at 9 p.m., Monday, Sept. 8. 

"The Feast of Lights", as it is best 
known, will include small bands. Italian 
street performers, and strolling Italian 
minstrels. 

The Feast can be traced back to 1901 
in the Italian town of Casandrino. 
Trenton immigrants from Casandrino 
and other villages around Naples 
established St. Joachim's Church on 
Butler Street. In 1906, they began the 
annual ceremony celebrating their 
patron saint's feast day. 

Other events will include a softball 
game sponsored by WHWH radio 
station and a dinner-opera. "Caveoleria 
Rusticana." at Roman Hall between 
Butler Street and Whittaker Avenue, on 
Sunday evening. 

And. of course, there is the food: 
Italian hot dogs, funnel cakes, sausage 
sandwiches, pizza, and Italian ices; 
among other delicacies. 

This is a good way to introduce 
yourself to some of what Trenton has to 
offer. 

And satisfy your appetite, too. 
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Why Trenton State roars with a lion 
Peprinted from The Signal Orientation Issue. 1977 

BY EARL H. DEAN 
FORMER D IRECTOR OF ATHLETICS 

The thought passed through my mind, 
"I am the only person here that knows 
why the Lion represents athletics at 
Trenton State. 

Until this writing, no person otherthan 
myself has known how the Lion became 
the athletic symbol here. 

I think it is time the incidents are 
recorded so that those who follow may 
have factual knowledge of just how the 
Lion became the emblem, and the spirit 
for the athletic teams at Trenton State. 
There never has been a secret about it, 
but there has never been a specific 
reason to tell it. 

During the fall of 1927, three students 
came to me requesting I give a nickname 
for the athletic teams at The State 
Normal School at Trenton. I declined by 
telling them there would be no surety of 
such a name sticking. 

There must be some situation 
whereby a particular name is used and 
that name must be accepted and grow. 

I interrupted by stating the name 
"Lion" is not borrowed from any place. 
Everything that suggested the name 
"Lion" came from situations at The State 
Normal School andTeachers' Collegeat 
Trenton. 

To further explain, I took a celluoid 
card from my billfold and showed it to 
the men. This card was given to me 
because I had received an athletic letter 
at college. I told them why the Yellow 
Jacket was also printed on that card, 
that situations and incidents occurred 
that fitted together so that the college 
would identify themselves as "Yellow 
Jackets." 

Only after many years were the. 
athletic teams of Trenton State referred 
to as Lions. 

In the year 1928-29, the basketball 
uniform was an old gold color. In 
January or February of that year, the 
Trenton team came from the basketball 
court at half time with an unfavorable 
score. 

As a psychological remark just before 
sending the team back to the court, I 
commented that the uniform was 

colored like a lion and the lion is king. 
Someone commented, "Let's roar like 

a lion." 
For several years the Lion was 

halfheartedly referred to as the athletic 
symbol. 

Then The Seal of 1934 had the head of 
a lion embossed in gold on the cover. In 
the preface is a statement, "In 1929 
Trenton Teachers' teams were first 
given the nickname 'Lions.' It is in honor 

of the impressive athletic records since 
compiled that the Lion has been 
selected as a characteristic symbol of 
this college." 

This recognition came five years after 
the Lion was first used. The 1934 Seal 
established the Lion as the symbol for 
the State Normal School and Teachers' 
College at Trenton. 

It continues greater today. That was 
thirty years ago. The Seal made it stick. 

The Blue and Gold 

Besides The Seal being instrumental 
in the founding of the Lion as Trenton 
State's school symbol, this publication 
paved the way for the college's school 
colors, the Blue and Gold. 

During the first 35 years of Trenton 
State, then known as the State Normal 
School, there had been no school 
colors, a fact that greatly distressed The 
Signal staff. The staff felt that all State 
Schools should have distinguishing 
colors to incite enthusiasm and have 
that enthusiasm promote strength and 
pride in the school. 

The Signal devised a poll in which the 
Normal School and the members of its 
sister school, the Model students, would 
vote for a color for their respective 
schools 

The vote of the women students was 
tabulated by The Signal, which was 
published by the all-male Thencanic 
Society and the decision of Blue and 
Gold was handed over to a committee 
comprised of six members from each of 
the two schools for final confirmation. 

A unanimous committee vote made 
Blue and Gold the official school colors 
as it has remained to this day. 

> 

and an excellent opportunity to get some practical 

& 

Business Experience 

* Learn to Sell and Make Presentations 
* Learn about Advertising and Design 
* Learn How to Budget and Do Accounting 
* Learn the Importance of Communicating with People 

You Cannot Enter the Business World Without Experience 

GET IT WHILE WORKING IN 
The Signal Business Office 

in the following areas: 

If interested, please fill out the form on the back page and return it. You can also call (609) 771-
2499, or visit The Signal Business Office, Brower Student Center basement, Monday-Friday, 
9-3 p.m. 



Your College Experience 
Should be a Professional 
Experience 

W anted: 
Dedicated achievers 

to work for THE SIGNAL 

— Writers 
— Typists ($2.50 /hr) 

—Layout 
—Copy Proofreaders 

Advertising Production 
—Advertising Sales 
—Business 

—Artists 
—Circulation 
—Photographers 

-Interested, but Undecided 

Please check your interests and return to : 

The Signal 
Student Center Basement 
Trenton State College 
Trenton, NJ 08650-4770 

Editorial positions are open for fall'86 

By working for The Signal, you will test your skills in 
investigative reporting, leadership, management, and 
research, while developing visual and technical acuity. You 
will also have a great time doing it. 

We have a fun and caring staff who puts in a lot of time and 
effort in order to keep Trenton State College communicating 
and aware. 

We would like to invite you to come to our meetings and 
begin one of your best experiences at Trenton State. 
Meetings are held Wednesdays at 2 p.m. at The Signal office 
located in the Student Center Basement. Stop by or give us a 
call at ext. 2424. 


