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Black Functions 

African Famine 

Due to lack of rain in the past 
few years, six West African 
countries are suffering from 
very serious famine. If the 
famine continues with the same 
intensity until November, it is 
estimated that as many as six 
million people may die. Totally 
26 million are affected. Death 
rates from epidemic diseases 
are getting alarmingly high. 
Almost all the poor and down 
trodden are fleeing from place to 
place in the hope of coming 
across to helping hand. 

Recent evidence from the 
United Nations and the 
respective countries shows that 
the magnitude of the famine was 
a surprise to the rulers of the six 
countries, as much as it was to 
us. This information makes one 
wonder what the so-called rulers 
have been doing for the last five 
years. The famine is not a 
surprise as they would like us to 
believe; it is an on-going 
process, forced on the people by 
their geographical setting, 
French colonialism, neo
colonialism, and their own ruling 
classes. 

Food shortage and drought is 
nothing new to the peasants of 
Senegal, Mauritania, Upper 
Volta, Chad, Mali and Niger. 
They have been forsaken and 
misused by their own immediate 
leaders and Imperialist France 
for the last few centuries. They 
have been plundered, enslaved, 
and massively wiped out either 
by outright murder or cruel 
indirect ways like hunger and 
epidemic disease. 

Since the French took over 
what is known as Franco-phon 
Africa, they have followed a 
persistant policy of molding the 
economies of these respective 
countries in such a manner as to 
fit their own. They have 
discouraged, or outright 
destroyed their traditional crops 
and replaced it with, what is 
popularly known today as cash 
crops. Especially in the 1930's 
and 1940's, by setting production 
goals for each colony as far as 
the village and family level; and 
forcing a given quota off specific 
products on the people, the 
French have transformed 
sorghum and millet-producing 
people into producers of peanuts, 
cotton, coffee, cocoa and 
bananas. 

After their so-called 
achievement of freedom, which 
is more illusionary than real; 
instead of trying to strive 
towards self-efficiency, the 
leaders of this Sabelian region 
chose to follow the centuries old, 
rotten French structures. As a 
result, even though a substantial 
number of faces that gather at 
big social events have changed 
from foreign to native, the 
overall policies of the "good old" 
French days still exist intact. 

With leaders like Leopold 
Sedar Senghor and Francoes 
Tombolabaye still running the 
region, it is no big surprise that 

their wretched subjects are 
starving in millions. Since the 
power, wealth, and prestige of 
these French-trained, and 
French-regimented ruling elites 
is interlocked with the region of 
France in Sabelian Africa, (hey 
have been doing everything in 
their power to help France 
sustain its hegemony over the 
people. It is great simplification 
to say that the people are dying 
from sudden starvation, while 
they have been laid to rest slowly 
but surely by France and its 
African puppets through 
centuries of blood sucking. 

The starvation that is going on 
in Mali, Mauritanea, Chad, 
Senegal, Niger and Upper Volta, 
even though triggered by the 
recent drought, it is nothing less 
than systematically planned 
mass genocide orchestrated by 
the French assimilated power 
elites and their rulers. If the 
governments of those nations 
had flatly rejected foreign 
control of their economy and 
tried to look into, and improve 
the life of poor peasants instead 
of spending money on 
extravagant programs that only 
benefit themselves and their 
foreign allies, without any doubt, 
the conditions that exist today, 
would not exist. 

If there was more emphasis in 
trying to make the people self-
sufficient, with the help of 
scientific research, instead of 
trying to improve crops France 
needed, there is no doubt that 
with stored Supplies, the famine 
would have been averted. When 
we accept the drought as the 
most immediate cause, we 
objected to the reasoning that is 
the essential cause of the 
famine. 

Instead of rushing to 
mechanize the cotton, peanut 
and sugar fields foreign 
monopolies require, they would 
have been far better off if the 
good leaders tried to improve 

their basic socio-economic 
problems. Some experts 
estimate that 10 percent of the 
total imports of this Sabelian 
Africa are alcoholic beverages. 
Unbelievable percentages are 
spent on acquisition of luxury 
goods. While the landlords and 
the money changers spend their 
time boozing and admiring each 
others' luxury goods, the people 
live from year to year wrapped' 
up in misery. 

We appeal to all those who feel 
the people of Mali, Mauritania, 
Chad, Niger, Upper Volta and 
Senegal have been unjustly and 
inhumanly treated through the 
years by foreign powers and 
their own rulers, to donate 
whatever they can afford. Make 
your check out to: 

The mass media feeds us 
information to the effect that 
there are only six African 
countries suffering from severe 
famine. Through individuals and 
humanitarian organizations, we 
have been able to find out the 
existence of acute famine and 
epidemic diseases in another 
country, Ethiopia. 

Although the government and 
the federal ruling class have 
remained silent on the subject, 
eyewitness reports confirm the 
presence of wide-spread famine. 
It is said to have affected three 
provinces, the population within 
the immediate area is estimated 
as high as five million. 

The federal landlords and the 
Orthodox Church, who own 
almost the whole nation, have 
made it a land of misery, slavery 
and wretchedness for over 90 
percent of i ts population. Thanks 
to its greedy ruling class, it has 
become a toy, a mere plaything, 
that could be manipulated 
anytime, and in any manner by 
the notorious Imperialists. Haile 
Selassie, its cruel despot, is 
nothing more than a avarice, 

This being the beginning of a 
new school year and for some the 
first year here, UTIMME 
UMANA/LA VOZ OCULTA 
wishes you a well rounded 
semester at Trenton State 
College. Newcomers to this 
campus and students, who have 
been here a while, if you have no 
knowledge of UTIMME UMANA/ 
LA VOZ OCULTA and are 

• interested in obtaining some, 
I come to African American 
IStudies and get involved. We are 
I located near the main gate, off 
I Pennington Road, on the second 
| floor. 

We have an open door policy 
concerning any brother or sister 
who is interested in working with 
a Black news publication. The 
topics that are discussed in 
UTIMME UMANA/LA VOZ 
OCULTA are as diverse as the 
campus community itself and we 
don't stop here, but move on into 
the international struggle. We 
are skilled in more than just 
typing and reporting: we offer 
skills in f inance, layout, graphic 
arts, photography and associated 
skills, advertising, public 
relations, reviews of the arts, 
legal counselling, comput-
writing, organizational structur
ing, and any other skill that may 
be useful in producing a news
paper. 

There are no academic 
requirements affecting the 
membership of the staff. We do 
receive grades according to our 
total output per semester. This 
course is listed in the Schedule of 
Classes as 1015-AAS499. We hold 
a class meeting once a week and 
discuss reporting, staff, and 
many things dealing with putting 
out a newspaper. 

Aside from this course, 
African American Studies offers 
several new courses. One of 
Which is Seminar in Afro 
American Politics taught by 
Brother A. Lee Johnson. Brother 
Johnson proposes a new method 
of dealing with Blacks in the 
liberation struggle locally, 
nationally, and internationally 
based on empirical observation, 
scientifically evaluated and 
analyzed liberation theories. 
Brother Johnson hails from the 
Apple (NYC). 

Survey in Afro American 
Music will make its debut under 

the tutelege of Brother Larry 
Ridley, who is the Chairperson of 
the Music Department at 
Livingston College. Currently, a 
freelance bassist performing via 
television, recordings and with 
top name groups during personal 
apperances, Brother Ridley 
works in and out of New York 
City. A m ember of the Newport 
Jass Festival All-Stars since 1968 
and the Thelonious Monk 
Quartet, Brother Ridley has also 
gigged with Wes Montgomery / 
Clarke Terry / Art Farmer / Jim 
Hall / Max Roach / Horace 
Silver / Dizzy Gillespie / Duke 
Ellington / Ray Nace / Coleman 
Hawkins / Sonny Rollins / 
Freddie Hubbard / Lee Morgan / 
Carmen McRae / Dinah 
Washington to mention a few. 
Brother Ridley has been 
reviewed by Downbeat Magazine 
(2/18/71) which had this to say: 

He is among those musicians 
who are committed to making 
wider and deeper impressions, 
and to do so in whatever musical 
context they find themselves 
than most beboppers ever 
thought possible. Ridley is a 
perfect section mate. His time is 
big and fat, as his sound is, and 
he picks lines that are a constant 
stimulus, creating juggernaut 
rhythms that move soloists to 
play into themselves more and to 
move out from that point to their 
listeners' ears, not just to their 
feet. 

Bro Wallace X. Conway Sr. is 
currently employed as Curator 
of Exhibits for the N.J. State 
Museum located in the cultural 
complex in the State Capital of 
Trenton. 

Bro Conway is instructing a 
new course in African American 
Studies Art. Bro Conway is 
Museum Advisor/Planner for 

the proposed Nat'l Museum of 
Blk Amerifa, and consultant for 
N.J. Support Committee for 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Center. He also 
paints. His works are exhibited 
in the Nat'l Black Artist Show at 
the Smith Mason Gallery in D.C. 

We definitely would dig on 
seeing you inquire into the 
nature of courses being offered 
this semester, and next 
semester, by Afro Am Studies. 
Increase enrollment for Afro Am 
would definitely not hurt the 
development of A fro Am. 

selfish old man who sells his 
country for few concessions or 
aid dollars, so that he can satisfy 
his extravagant tastes. Nobody 
should be surprised that the 
rulers of Ethiopia refuse to ask 
world aid for the starving 
people. They have been peddling 
the people and their resources to 
foreign companies and 
governments for so long they 
have completely forgotten the 
suffering masses are human 
beings who require adequate 
nourishment to sustain 
themselves. 

If you wish to send money to 
our suffering brothers and 
sisters in Ethiopia, mail your 
check to: 
The Committee to Help the 
Famine Victims in Ethiopia 
Account No. 073-014 559 
Chemical Bank 
1268 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10025 

C.H.A.N.C.E. 
Chance office has moved to the 

Humanities Building. It now 
occupies Rooms, 241, 243, 244 
246, 249, and 250. 

KARIBU 

X 
x 

Karibu,* 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Inc. would like to take this 
opportunity to warmly welcome 
you to Trenton State College. 

It overjoys us to see such a 
large enrollment of minority 
students. If at any time we can 
render our services, please feel 
free to contact us through the 
HUB. 
Sisterly yours, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha 

'welcome 

i 
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BRO 
When the name "Lennie 

Sample" is uttered, many 
thoughts come to people's mind 
such as ''hardworker", 

consistent'', ''heavy'', 
"diligent", "student-
administrator", "handsome" 
and to borrow the title of 
Lennie's co-worker, Maxine and 
Bro. Chico's new book, "Ore 
Negro Fuerte" - "Strong Black 
Gold." Yes, Lennie was and is 
our "Strong Black Gold." 

Just how does one write about 
a Black man who gave his all to 
better the conditions of not only 
Trenton State College, but to the 
community of Trenton and Black 
people as a whole. To see this 
brother helping Black people, 
whoever they are, or whatever 
the time of day or night, or at 
whatever cost (such as not doing 
well on an exam), can only truly 
be an inspiration in helping 
others to "keep on keeping on." 
In other words, by his actions, 
not his words, he would surely 
let you know that you're not 
alone in the struggle. 

Words do not have enough 
depth to let you know just how 
deep this man really is. I mean 
this is a dedicated brother who, 
virtually, in one way or another 

[ has had something to do with 

SAMPLE IS .  .  .  
SOME SAMPLE 

"all" the betterments on this 
campus for Black and Puerto 
Rican students. 

Not only did he assert himself 
as speaker for Black students 
whenever we needed him, but 
also was very vital in the 
designing of our African-
American Studies Department. 
Says Bro. Don Evans, Chairman 
of the department when asked to 
comment on Lennie." 

Lennie also was one of the 
major draft writers for our 
Black Student Demands two 
years ago. He was a member of 
the Central Committee of the 
AAA (African-American 
Association) and served as 
Editor - in - Chief of Utimme 
Umana/La Voz Oculta. 

• Incidently, it was Lennie who 
helped start the paper as well as 
the many other brothers and 
sisters who worked very hard to 
make the paper a proud, 
political, cultural and conscious-
awakening statement for Black 
folk/students on this campus. 
Aside from also being a member 
of the M.E.C. (Minority 
Executive Council), Lennie even 
had time to participate in Bro. 
Evans' play, "A Change of 
Mind." ' 

. One could write on and on 

when given such a versatile topic 
as Leonard Sample. From the 
fact that he managed to make 
the Dean's List some semesters 
— even with all the pressure, 
and the fact that he was chosen 
as "Who's Who in American 
Colleges and Universities," to 
the fact that last year, before he 
graduated he received M.E.C.'s 
highest award for "Service to 
the Community." 

Lennie and his wife-comrade 
Maxine, have recently moved to 
Atlanta, Georgia where Maxine 
will do graduate work at Atlanta 
University towards her Master 
and Doctor Degrees in African 
Literature. Lennie is doing 
community work under 
"VISTA" until next year when 
he hopes to enter law school. 
They are also expecting a "little 
Sample" in February. 

We here at Trenton State 
College and especially the staff 
of "Utimme Umana/La Voz 
Oculta," all extend our Black 
Blessings and deepest 
appreciation for all your hard 
work (or should it be written 
hardwork — a one word thing) 
and dedication? Lennie, we hope 
you continue to do "our" thing. 
Bea Watson 

THE BLACK STUDENT OF 
today must be a soldier as well 
as a student. He is embattled to 
mentally free himself in order to 
preserve a culture and an 
identity — his own. Today more 
young black men and women are 
entering and graduating from 
America's colleges and 
universities than ever before. 
Black spokesmen traditionally 
refer to them as potential 
designers of the future of the 
black communities across the 
nation. Many go so far as to 
proclaim that times are 
changing, that the lot of black 
people in the United States is 
improving; that today's youth 
are getting the chances their 
parents and their parents' 
parents never had. 
Congratulations may be in order, 
but for whom? The black 
community should be the 
recipient of the talents of its 
youth but the percentage of 
black college graduates who 
return to the community is not 
great. In fact it is pitifully small. 

THE FUTURE PROSPERITY 
or improvement of conditions in 
the Black community is directly 
related to the struggle of the 
Black student to free himself 
mentally. Physical slavery in the 
United States was supposedly 
abolished when the 13 th 
Amendment was legislated, but 
law cannot free the mind or 
spirit. We are the mental slaves 
of t he "American Dream" and if 
we are to preserve our culture 
and our identity as a black race, 
we must break the bonds of this 
servility. The war has begun for 
all of us — not just students. 
Some began to fight later than 
others and some have not yet 
begun to fight for all, but fight 
we must for the stakes are great. 

TOO MANY OF OUR students 
do not realize the nature of the 
conflict that threatens them. 
This, in itself, is dangerous 
because we inadvertently 
become victims or tools of 
rhetoric about the American 
Dream. It is imperative that we 
acquire a broader knowledge of. 

the national social system and 
the manner in which it 
perpetuates itself while 
preserving within its complexity 
the social diseases that plague 
our people. We have taken our 
social environment for granted. 
We cannot talk about 
strengthening our communities 
without first attacking the things 
that have weakened them. Thus, 
it is the sociological aspects of 
this society and our relationship 
to it that we must study in depth 
if we are to return an identity 
and culture that we may call our 
own. 

WE MUST RECKON WITH 
reality and the reality is that we 
do have a culture that is our own. 
We have become angry and 
frustrated because we struggled 
to become part of a system 
which has rejected us. Today, 
the Black student faces a 
dichotomous situation that on 
one side calls for a rejection of 
the white-American way of life 
and on the other a realization 
that he lives in America and has 

known no other way. Even 
though he is not accepted in the 
American society, he has been 
regulated by its the norms, 
mores and values. His attempts 
to reject the evils of the system 
are aborted because of right and 
wrong have been defined by that 
very system. His every need 
must be met in a manner 
condoned by the system or he 
must answer for his deviance 
and defiance. The black student 
is given a choice that seems to be 
no choice at all. He can accept 
American society without faith 
in that society or he can reject it 
and become a victim of its 
defense mechanisms. 

TO EXAMINE THIS situation 
sociologically it is necessary to 
look to the beginning; the arrival 
of the first Blacks to North 
America and Anglo civilization. 
The twenty Blacks who landed at 

Zhe 

Jamestown in 1619 were 
children: not children physically 
or mentally, but sociologically. 
Estranged from the culture and 
customs of their homeland, the 
first men from Africa to live in 
North America were as babies 
learning right and wrong, good 
and evil from those who had the 
power to define. Their previous 
socialization had little relevance 
to their situation in America 
because they were living under a 
new and different society. 
Sociologist W. I. Thomas states 
that "... the child is always born 
into a group of people among 
whom all the general types of 
situations which may arise have 
already been defined and 
corresponding rules of conduct 
developed, and where he has not 
the slightest chance of making 
his definitions and following he 
wishes without interference." 

Zhe Black Student Dream 
(This article first appeared in 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY MAGAZINE, vol. 

5, no. 1, Sept. 1972 and appears 
here by permission of author.) 

Our each and every action is 
motivated by a definition of a 
situation or a series ot 
definitions of the situation. We 
see some things as good and 
some as bad because we have 
been taught to regard them as 
good and bad. Some things we 
fear and others we do not 
because we have learned that 
some will do us harm while 
others will not. We learn by our 
own experiences and by the 
experiences of others. This ia 
manner in which definitions of 
the situation are formed. 

AS MORE BLACKS WERE 
brought to America they 
underwent a similar learning 
process and as they mated and 
reproduced they transmitted 
what they had been taught to 
their offspring. The cycle 
continued and as more was 
learned about the Anglo-Saxon 
way of life, less was retained 
about life in Africa and African 
culture. Today, many of the 
values of Black people living in 
America are those of the Anglo-
Saxon. Educational facilities are 
under Anglo control and until 
recently the only reference 
Black students had to their 
history was a mention of slavery 
as a precipitating factor of the 
American Civil War. We now 
attempt to reject the ways of the 
Anglo-American and seek our 
own, but we find ourselves 
imprisoned. For the Black 
student, the temptation to 
submit to the ideal of the 
American Dream and pursue a 
middle-class way of life is too 
frequently stronger than the 
desire to return to the Black 
community. This is the juncture 
at which the war to free the mind 
inflicts its greatest toll on the 
Black community. 

HOWEVER, THE PICTURE 
is not without hope. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
Black awareness has done much 
to keep a slowly increasing 
number of Black students at 
home in the ghettos which need 

Con't on page eleven 
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There is a dire need here at 
T.S.C. for Blacks to be afforded 
the opportunity to practice their 
religion. Even though the 
different religious sects here at 
T.S.C. are congenial they aren't 
congruent to the needs of Black 
people. For the Black Church 
offers a unique experience not 
found in the white church. 
(Hallelujah) Even though the 
ministers here offer their 
services, they have very little 
knowledge of Black spirituality. 
So there arises another need: A 
Black minister who would be 
able to relate totally to the 
religious needs of Black people. I 
have talked to many of the 
administrative personnel, all 
I've gotten are promises about 
more talks which will come 
about in the near future. I'm 
cognizant of the fact that every 
Black is not as religious minded 
as I am. As Black people we 
must readily recognize that the 
"white man" wants us only 
together when it's party time, 
get high and act like a fooltime. 
He never wants us to be 
conscious of some of the bridges 
that have brought us thus far, 
"Watergate". 

In conferring with many 
Black people on campus they 
express the fact of having been 
church goers before coming to 
Trenton State College. Also they 
express the difficulty of reaching 
Black churches in the Trenton 
area. Will the administration see 
to the needs of Black students? 
For example, the services of a 
Black Minister would provide a 
person with whom we could deal 
with on a conscious level of 
sincerity. We. solicit your 
comments and ideas on the 
matter and any and all posible 
solutions. 
(love, God, and PEACE unto 
YOU) 
Rev. Henry M. Lightsey (Hank) 

Afro Am 
Life 

The Association for the Study 
of Afro-American Life and 
History will hold its 58th 
Anniversary Meeting at the 
Commodore Hotel, New York 
City, October 17-21. There will be 
lectures, panel discussions, and 
workshops centered about the 
main thrust of the meeting — 
Black heritage. Included on the 
agenda is a lecture to be 
presented by Mr. Don Evans of 
the TSC Afro-American Studies 
Department Friday afternoon, 
October 19 at 3 o'clock. The topic 
of the lecture will be "Black 
Theatre and New Directions." 

Two preconvention features 
that are new this year promise to 
be especially attractive, so plan 
to come early. Wednesday 
evening, October 17 w ill feature 
a ribbon cutting ceremony for 
the exhibits and a reception to be 
held at 8 o'clock in the 
Commodore's Windsor Ballroom 
Suite exhibit area. Thursday, 
October 18 will be New York Day 
and arrangements have been 
made for conventioners to visit 
the famed Schomburg 
Collection, historical 
monuments and other New York 
City places of interest, with 
ample time reserved for theatre 
and shopping. 

The convention registration 
booth will open at 9 o'clock 
Thursday morning, October 18. 
The convention will clsoe witH a 
brunch on Sunday, October 21 at 
noon. The Association will 
maintain an office in the Hotel 
Commodore beginning Monday, 
September 24. 

For additional information, 
contact either Ms. Gloria 
Dickinson cr Mr. Don Evans at 
Afro-American * Studies Gerke 
House. 
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Message to New Students 
First, let me welcome you all back to T.S.C., with a 

special greeting to all our new brothers and sisters. It seems 
appropriate to restate some things at this time. 
• Trenton State bloods are about hard work and achievement. 
• We work together because of our common roots and we 
cooperate with any persons who share our commitments. We 
hope to build a stronger college by building a strong minority 
community that will make its presence known by positive 
action and accomplishment. 
• We work hard; play hard — but never confuse the two. 

Last year's students left us many activities which must be 
carried on. Needless to say, your participation is needed. The 
following list will tell who to see about what: 
• Utimme Umana/La Voz Oculta (Minority newspaper). See 
Bert Campfield in Gerke House. 
• Uhuhru Sa Sa Dancers (specializes in African & jazz 
dance). See Melba Lee in the CHANCE office. 
• The Minority Programming Committee (schedules and 
administers minority oriented programs for the college 
community) See Sandy Bishop at African-American Studies in 
Gerke House. 
• The Langston Hughes Players (a theatre group dedicated to 
the production of works by Black playwrights) See Bob 
Alston, at African-American Studies in Gerke House. 
• The Spirit of Kimanthi (a group of poetry writing and 
reading brothers and sisters). See Chico Chambers, in Gerke 
House. 

SPECIAL - FAMILY NITE - On Se ptember 30th, we 
will present our first Family Nite in Rhodora Theatre. 
Featured will be Chico Chambers Reading his Poetry. Chico 
was recently featured on Channel 52 and will be autographing 
his first book. 

SEPT. 30th-7:30 p.m. in RHODORA THEATRE 
CHICO READS AND RAPS. 
We are looking forward to a good time. 

BLESSIN'S 

Pender Takes Over Cromwell 

New Director 

Subscription Price: Freedom/Copyright 1973-74 

by Utmme Umana/La Voz Ocuita. 

Cromwell Hall is into a new 
'bag' this year. This is the first 
semester females and males are 
living co-ed on the same floor. In 
talking to several of the female 
residences concerning this new 
policy it seems as if the change 
can be considered a positive 
move with a great deal of 
approval. 

There's not only a new policy 
in the co-ed living in Cromwell 
but also a new dorm director. 
This happens to be Ms. Marilyn 
Pender, from Ohio. 

This is Ms. Pender's first 
semester here at T.S.C. Before 
joining the housing staff she 
attended and graduated from 
Ohio State University in Canton 
Ohio, where she majored in 
Social Welfare. While a student 
at Ohio State Ms. Pender 
pledged Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority. Later, Bowling Green 
State University in Bowling 
Green Ohio was the spot where 

she received her masters degree 
in student personnel. 

Ms. Pender is no amatuer in 
dealing with people. She has 
been associated with many 
programs such as O.E.O., Urban 
League, and UP.CO. (United 
parish community organization). 
In these organizations she has 
held the position as a Director, 
and in some the position as 
assistant director. Ms. Pender 
was also involved with a 
Traveling Day Camp for 
minority adolescent youths. 
While doing her graduate work 
at Bowling Green State 
University Ms. Pender was 
graduate assistant with a 
minority assistant program 
known as "Student Development 
Program." This program is 
similar to the chance program 
here on campus. From there this 
brought Ms. Pender to her 
present position as the Dorm 
Director for Cromwell Hall. 

When asked how did she 
perceive Trenton State College 
this far Ms. Pender replied "A 
small campus such as Trenton 
State College facilitates better 
communication." } 

Then asked if she would 
become active in any student 
organizations Ms. Pender 
replied — "I would like to be 
active with as many student 
organizations as possible without 
it interferring with my job. In 
fact I'm looking forward to being 
a part of th ings. Also I'm open to 
any programming suggestions 
that students might have." 

So that's the run down on the 
first new sister to join the 
housing staff this year. Feel free 
to drop by and say hello. I'm sure 
you'll agree with me when I say 
- "SHE'S BEAUTIFUL." 

Monique Mickens 

P.R. 
Independence 

The UN's Decolonization 
Committee on Aug. 30 voted 
12-2 (Ethiopia & Iran) with 9 
abstentions, 1 absent, to affirm 
the right of Puerto Rico to in
dependence. It asked the U.S. 
not to obstruct that right and to 
prohibit such acts by U.S. com
panies. The wording was aimed 
at the proposed giant superport 
& petro-chemical complex. 

U.S. Ambassador John Scab, 
"outraged," held that in 1953 
the General Assembly noted that 
Puerto Rico's people exercised 
their self-determination right 
by voting for Commonwealth 
status & that last year only 4% 
of them voted for the indepen
dence parties. 
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Puerto Rico Independence 
by Jose Ristorucci 

This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of th e end of slavery 
in Puerto Rico. It may also 
signal the turning point in the 
struggle for Puerto Rican 
independence. On August 30, t he 
United Nations Committee on 
Decolonization requested the 
United States to refrain from 
'any measures which might 

obstruct the full and free 
exercise" by the people of 
Puerto Rico "of their inalienable 
right to self-determination and 
independence." 

This right had been affirmed 
by the committee last fall, but 
the new resolution was the first 
time the U.S. was mentioned in 
this connection. It left the chief 
U.S. delegate fuming. The 
committee is keeping the 
question under review. 

More and more, it seems, with 
the change in the world balance 
of forces toward socialism and 
independence from imperialism, 
the U.S. is forced into a 
defensive posture in the UN. 
This is a sure sign of the times. 

Another anniversary comes on 
the heels of this momentous 
event: the 105th anniversary of 
El Grito de Lares (the Cry of 
Lares), on September 23. Puerto 
Rico's great initial surge for 
independence occurred on that 
date in 1868. It was one of the 
liberation movements sweeping 
the Caribbean and Latin 
America at that time, 
movements which eventually 
resulted in independence for 
most countries in that area. The 
oppressor then was Spain; today 
it is the United States. 

In Puerto Rico and in Spanish-
speaking communities in the 
U.S. the date is being 
commemorated. Equally 
significant are the international 
solidarity actions, especially in 
Cuba and other socialist 
countries, which have taken 
place since September 12, the 
birthday of Dr. Pedro Albizu 
Campos, the nationalist Puerto 
Rican independence fighter and 
founder of the Puerto Rican 
Nationalist Party. 

The high point of these "days 
of solidarity" will be a 
demonstration at the UN on 
Monday, September 24. 
Sponsored by a coalition of 
organizations, it will urge the 
UN to recognize Puerto Rico's 
right to independence and 
intercede against U.S. plans to 
build a petroleum super-port in 
Puerto Rico. 

The super-port is an excellent 
example of U.S. colonialism in 
Puerto Rico. Using the carrot of 
providing jobs and improving 
Puerto Rico's economy, the U.S. 
plans to build the port on the 
island's west coast. The official 
unemployment rate in Puerto 
Rico is 11%; actually it is closer 
to 30%. But the super-port will 
be highly automated, requiring 
relatively little manpower — 
hardly enough to put a dent in the 
unemployment figures. There 
are likely to be more U.S. 
technicians and supervisors 
employed than Puerto Ricans. 

As for the economy, the major 
Puerto Rican benefactors will be 
a handful of comprador 
capitalists and government 
officials — who a re plugging for 
the port. Judging by past and 
present tax policies of the semi-
colonial government of Puerto 
Rico, the port will be a tax-free 
plum for U.S. companies 
involved in it. 

In addition, the size and nature 
of the port will constitute a 
massive pollution hazard for the 
island and its people. But U.S. 
concern for such matters can be 
seen from the use of C ulebra for 
naval target practice. 

Who will profit? The shipping 
and oil magnates of the U.S. 
specifically and U.S. 
imperialism generally. Puerto 
Rico will be more tightly 
crushed in the grip of the U.S. It 
is already a key military staging 
area for U.S. imperialism in t he 
Caribbean and Latin America. 
With the super-port, this 
capability multiplies. The 
increased threat to Cuba is 
obvious. 

What a difference between this 
U.S. "benevolence" and the aid 
to developing countries by the 
socialist countries, especially by 
the Soviet Union. Some people, 
led by the Maoists of China, try 
to malign the Soviet Union. They 
speak of "two superpowers," 
refering to the U.S. and USSR as 
though there were a similarity 
between them. They 
characterize USSR foreign 
policy as "social imperialism." 
Fidel Castro had an answer to 
these charges. In his July 26th 
celebration message, Castro 
stated: 

"This thesis, which is 
reactionary in itself, is the 
exclusive fruit of the ideology 
and the intrigues of bourgeois 
theoreticians and of 
imperialism. It is aimed at 
promoting division and distrust 
among revolutionary forces on 
an international level and 
separating the liberation 
movements from the socialist 
states." 

Without the October 
Revolution, Castro said, "it 
would have been impossible to 
end colonialism and liberate 
scores of p eoples everywhere. It 
must never be forgotten that the 
arms which Cuba used to crush 
the mercenaries at Giron and 
defend itself from the United 
States, the arms that are used by 

the AraD' peoples to resist 
imperialist aggression, those 
used by the African patriots to 
fight against Portuguese 
colonialism and those which 
were used by the Vietnamese in 
their heroic, extraordinary and 
victorious struggle, came from 
the socialist countries and 
basically from the Soviet 
Union." 

He then added this significant 
point: "Separating the peoples 
from their natural allies is 
equivalent to disarming, 
isolating and defeating them." 

The Soviet Union owns not one 
plant outside its borders. It has 
built no ports in the developing 
countries for its own profit. But 
in scores of these lands there are 
plants, dams and ports built with 
Soviet aid solely for the benefit 
of the peoples in those lands. If 
Puerto Rico were independent; 
if it could truly speak for itself, it 
could benefit in the same way. 
* Then there are those who say 
that Puerto Rico is "not ready 
for independence," that without 
the "help" of the U.S. it would 
flounder. This argument has 
been used before to hold back the 
struggles for independence in 
Asia and Africa. The argument 
is racist. Independence has 
nothing to do with "readiness." 
The desire of a people to be free 
is enough. And this desire, which 
has always been strong in Puerto 
Rico, is gaining organizational 
strength. The growth of various 
parties — including the 
Communist Party — which place 
the fight for independence in the 
forefront of their struggles, 
attest to his. There are still 
many problems, of course. 
Elements of opportunism, ultra-
leftism and narrow nationalism 
hold back unification of these 
forces. Only the Communist 

Party of Puerto Rico — which is 
third largest of these parties but 
is growing — maintains a 
consistent internationalist 
policy, and seeks unstintingly to 
create a united front against 
U.S. colonialism. 

But despite political and 
tactical differences, the 
movement for independence 
goes on and will eventually 
triumph. 

As for the "help" given by the 
U.S. to Puerto Rico, the idea is 
ludicrous. As noted by Gus Hall, 
general secretary of our party' 
in his pamphlet The Colonial 
Plunder of Puerto Rico, U.S. 
corporations extracted $300 
million in profit annually from 
Puerto Rico as of 1968. M ost of 
the industry, all of the banking, 
commerce and service 
industries are controlled by 
these corporations. Puerto 
Ricans would be glad to 
unburden themselves of this 
"help." 

This colonial exploitation is 
extended to the one - and - a - half 
- million Puerto Ricans in the 
U.S., who have left their 
homeland to find work in New 
York, Jersey City, Chicago and 
other cities only to be penned 
into intolerable ghettos and 
forced to work for slave wages 
- when work can be found. 

Thus the fight for 
independence of P uerto Rico has 
great significance % to those 
Puerto Ricans who emigrated 
because of the colonial 
oppression at home. 
Independence would bring them 
new opportunities and new 
status. And because the plight of 
Puerto Ricans in the U.S. affects 
other segments of the working 
class, the struggle must be 
supported by white workers, 

Con't o~i page ten 

A CALL 
to Action 

The people of Africa have a 
right to freedom and to progress, 
a right to develop their rich 
culture and resources for their 
own enjoyment and use, and a 
right to revive centuries of 
history smothered by lies. 

But for some 20-score years, 
these rights and others were 
denied to the many nations of 
Africa. And even today, almost 
25 years after the United 
Nations designated 1960 as 
Africa Year in honor of the 
African peoples' mass struggles 
for political independence, more 
than 30 million African men, 
women and children live under 
colonial enslavement as brutal 
as the world has ever known. 

Furthermore, in the 
independent countries in 
northern, eastern and western 
Africa, hundreds of millions of 
other Africans of many hues, 
religions and languages are 
caught in a vise of poverty. 
Squeezed dry by foreign 
investors greedy for cheap labor 
and resources, more and more 
Africans are filing to work in 
plants moved out of the United 
States where millions need jobs, 
plants that don't make what the 
Africans need, but plants whose 
profits leave Africa. 

In farming, the so-called U.S. 
"aid" programs also serve the 
private sector of U.S. interests 
and not the African or U.S. 
public. And these interests do 
everything in their power to 
prevent modern machinery and 
technology from benefitting the 
African farmers. 

Behind the $3Vz billion U.S. 
profiteers have invested in 
Africa (over $1 billion in South 
Africa) are billions more dollars 
supporting the military power in 
South Africa, Portugal and 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). These 
expenditures are necessary 
because the many African 
liberation movements, veterans 
of y ears of political and military 
work, are fighting with 
unconquerable spirit. Heroes 
and heroines from Africa are 
known and praised throughout 
the world — b ut they are little 
known in the U.S. Because 
information about them upsets 
the stereotype of the ignorant, 
submissive darkie who worships 
Bwana. 

This situation is changing, but 
not quickly enough. Afro-
American dock workers in 
Louisiana refused to unload 
Rhodesian chrome. Boycotts 
have been launched against Gulf 
and Polaroid products. We have 
marched on African Liberation 
Day, collected aid for freedom 
fighters, exposed the phony 
"Biafra" genocide tales, 
demanded that Israel obey the 
United Nations and return land 
seized from North Africans and 
are now gathering relief for 
victims of drought in West 
Africa. These efforts are fine, 
but in each case, to mobilize 
them took time to organize and 
inform the people. This gave 
more time to the enemies of 
freedom — wh ether freedom for 
people in Africa or the U.S.A. — 
to plunder, torture and kill. 

To meet the stepped-up 
offensive of the enemies of 
Africa, we need a massive, 
ongoing movement that will 
educate the U.S. public about the 
aggressive schemes against 
Africa, schemes that can 
increase poverty and inflation 
here, as the Vietnam war did, 
while spreading war and hatred 
across the world. 

Con't on page ntne 
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A POET'S Primelight 
Indio Rodriguez will be a first 

semester junior in February at 
T.S.C. He is in the process of 
completing a collection of p oems 
that will be published in an 
anthology produced by other 
minority students on this 
campus. He has been an active 
artist as well as an instrumental 
student advisor to the Spirit of 
Kimanthi Poets. Brother Indio 
will be reading some of the 
following poems at Rhodora 
theatre in October. Check him 
out and get hip okay? 

Downfall of King 

Oct 1, 1973 

by Indio 

by Indio 

The fragrance of incense in the atmosphere 
crowded avenues of commotion 
Obscuring my sense of reality 
steel monsters of malignant magnitude 
hare krishna people faking life on the streets 
pseudorhythms, false pulsations. 
While blaring sirens captivate the mind 
in a hypnosis unreal 
Human robots walking nowhere in all directions 
while I peeped it all 
thousands of tribal dresses 
as the business of people not being 
or trying to be themselves transgressed 
42nd street jews and untold fortunes 
and not being confused by confusion 
confusing all who dug me 
as they was being dug 
as the business of business took place 
suckers are born and die 
the show continues 
as the performance dies 

They say he was a bad stud. 
The stone epitomy of a rugged dude. 

Many brown skins split and bled 
the fury of his blade. 

Mucho pain he dealt out. 
Many teeth and bones cracked 

beneath his fists. 
His heels kicked and stomped 

mucho heads and ribs. 
In the name of rep, heart, 

and basic economics. 
His might arsenals taught 

many an unforgettable lesson. 
One he had not yet learned., 
for he was royalty. 
A pseudorey of the devel's paradise. 
The bolita baron, coca king, 

tecata tsar, the pimping prince. 
He exploited in the name 

of basic economics. 
! Greed! 
!Free enterprise oppression! 
Bump off the competition. 

!Enslave the people! 
! Kill them off-in the name of your survival! 

But regicide left him 
in the gutter. 

The empire crumbled 
the slaves rebelled. 

Urban renewal took on a 
different cloak. 

The human garbage has piled 
so high, it stifled the people. 

An overdose of exploitation, 
caused all the convulsions. 

And we all know, 
cold turkey is a bitch. 

What Is Soul 
Soul is a rice and beans 
sandwich. 
Soul is skin tight pants and roach 
killer shoes. 
Soul is saying (Que pasa man?) 
Soul is the Afro-Puerto Rican 
culture. 
Soul es la raza (the race). 
Soul is me. 
Soul is you. 
Soul is us. 

Que viva la raza. 

Indio Rodriquez 

• EULEGY 

A tribute to Gene Sellers 

we rode the Horse through 
our tumultuius anxieties of life. 
That wicked wild Pegasusthat 
galloped into chaotic bliss. 
We roamed and died and relived 
our illusions from A.C. to Harlem. 
Shooting up; watching our misplaced souls 
be abducted to an oblivious rodeo. 
Enjoying and finding disgust when 
the bronc busts too hard. 
And all the time, we scope 
a machine age shit-house 
The world's vagina. 
Our repressed oppressions flew as we 
spiritualized in the clouds 
with a living death. 
While our horses freshly bridled and saddled 
fly into mysterious winds 
UlPefasus!!! 
!My spirit aches! 
!Hey Bro, the Cisco Kid and me 
baby were main P's, ooh yeah! 
Twice we bronced and 
twice we tumbled. 
Tumbling off our perches like a 
cocky cock kicked in the cock. 
But you remounted, 
leaving me afoot. 
And my unheard words in the air 
reached your deaf ears a little too late. 
We bought two one way tickets 
to a violent death. 
And on that march day, 
you crashed yours in as the cashier 
paid one-hundred dollars 
to send you to your grave. 
That Vz a block crasl to your house 
did not end at all, 
but continues through time. 
Your rodeo show is over 
and all the cowboys and spectators 
saw you off. 
Those who hated you, 
those who called you a junkie, 
apologize to me for themselves.$ 
apologize to me for themselves. 
And now they realize that 
the 'death of a dog' you died 
glorified you after the bitter truth was known 
We rode the Horse in and out 
of our chaotic nightmares. 
And on that march day, you cashed 
my ticket for me as only we know. 
You did not apologize for being a junkie, 
and no one smiles in remembrance of you. 

Indio 

Something To Think About 
by Albert Campbell 

"Duke" 

People going around talking bout air pollution 
Shit! I don't want to hear it. 
People going around talking about crime 
Shit! I don't want to hear it. 
People going around talking bout inflation 
Shit! I don't want to hear it. 
People ain't talking bout the good life 
I guess I'm gonna have to leave this Air polluted, Crime 
Stricken, Inflated Mother fucker, and find me some peace. 

Bro "Duke" Campbell will be spotlighted for his outstanding collection of 
Poetry in the next issue of U.U./L.U.O. 

BAD 
MUSIC 

Black music calls for a great 
deal of Black awareness on the 
part of the composer as well as 
the listener. This is mainly 
because it may not be judged as 
music by the standards already 
established by white America. 
We are not just talking about 
rhythm and blues groups such as 
Black Ivory, the Temptations 
etc., but musicians that play in a 
field that is an established, but 
unaccepted form of music 
created by Black Artists; JAZZ! 

Jazz is taught with scales,, 
cords, and patterns and one is 
able to riff around a certain 
pattern. But new jazz is played 
from emotions, so it doesn't have 
to have a pattern nor does it have 
to be written. Because of this, 
you cannot go to school to learn 
it. Needless to say, many folks 
(and even some Blacks) cannot 
discard past biases about music. 
Thus refusing to even consider 
new Black jazz as an aesthetic. 
This makes it harder to pass on 

and just like so many of our 
great Black customs, it may be 
lost, unnoticed by the world. If, 
as one, we can all force our. 
music on the rest of the world, 
then they will have to accept it 
as they did our "blues". 

The new Black sound is not 
completely new and if you, as 
Black people, are not digging it, 
it may be because you, yourself, 
never gave it a chance. When you 
first heard the music, it wasn't 
what you had been accustomed 
to listening to. It didn't fit into 
the mode of the traditional sound 
of Black jazz. You shouldn't 
judge this music by other music 
because it is not like other 
music. It is unique and should be 
judged uniquely, according to 
our own standards, and by our 
own people. 

This column will focus on this 
new form of jazz and the people 
who are creating it. We will 
present you with information 
concerning the people as well as 
their music for we feel that 
music is a major part of the 
Black man's life style in 
America. 
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The Spirit of Kimanthi 
Utimme Umana/La Voz Oculta 

The Spirit of Kimanthi! 
Hey, what's happening, habari 

gani and all that? My name is 
Chico Chambers and I'd like to 
take this time to welcome all 
those new baddd - super - tough 
dealing incoming folk of the 
class of "77". Ta'll bee's so 
badd! I mean like so bold & 
baddd even black enough badd-
der too but we got an Ensemble 
on this campus that will wash 
and deal all of ya'll away. And 
that aint no lie! Ya see, we are 
just a collective tribe of young 
badddassss Black and Puerto 
Rican Poets thats done peeped 
this World for all it's worth. 
Thats what we bee's about too! 
Ya'll are welcomed to join in 
force with the rest of the folk up 
here and out there in the 
community that call us real! and 
paint our hearts pure because of 
all the mountains we been 
climbing, giant snakes we been 
stomping in their mouths and 
even the hungry lions we been 

kicking in their behind's to tay in 
shape trying to survive and I'll 
be damned if w e aint been doing 
it too! All these years. Ya see, 
we earned our name from the 
spiritual soft blowing winds of 
Central and East Africa. In 
Swahili Kimanthi means those 
who search for freedom, wealth 
and love. Brother's and Sister's 
we bee's constantly about the 
business of teaching love and 
understanding. And from a Black 
and Puerto Rican perspective, 
we'll make you shut 'cho mouth, 
hurt yourself and learn parts of 
your true Identity and it's all 
beautiful too because we'll be 
working collectively towards 
building a better understanding 
of all the power, resources and 
total strengths we have in all of 
our communities. So come on 
and catch us if you can on 
Monday Oct. 1, at 6:00 P.M. Live 
at Afro-American-Studies 
(Gerke House). Bring some 
friends & your hearts with you? 

My Land 
by Todd Evans (8 yrs. old) 

My land has beautiful Black Ground on it 
are shacks, Mothers, Fathers and Lovely Children. 
I have a church, some stores, and animals but 
best of all I have the Deep blue sea and the pleasant 
blue Sky and the trees are bright Green. 

Now that's My Land. 

The staff of UU/LVO wish to 
thank Todd Evans for sharing his 
poetry with us and our 
community. 

How I kept myself together 
while I put this together 

A sign of the times . . . wow 
... footsteps ... i was told that 
me meeeeeeeeeeeeee . . . was. 
goin nowhere but anyhow/ 
bipping an a bopping thru trying 
to slide by and was busted upside 
heed/stars and things begin pop 
all aroun my skull/put fire to it/ 
same old same ... made a mad 
dash across the way lookin for 
my babyeeeiii .. peeped the one 
eyed deacon in the amen corner 
.. prayin til i got de holighost... 
saided i thank ee/working up a 
sweat sloubing all over myself 
... I CAN'T STAND IT 
ANYMOOR? 

'CIDEDTHAT "that shit 
woutn't for me ... hip myself 
to scifi got my bowels movin 
in the wrong direction 
OOOOOOOOooh OOOOOOOooH 
caint get enough of that funky 
stuff STUff/wen i r emember the 
last time i got so close it start to 
burn/melt me into a great big 
glob of snakes . . . jerking 
jerking jerking jerking 
ooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOO so 
niceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee sos now i 
limited my reading to me ... red 
about all dem there famous bros 
who had the tenacity and 
endurance and inspirations to 
keep on moving higher, but at 
any rate/i feeelt the spirt/struck 
me a while i watching these fine 
mamay yamers were struting all 
that stuff before me like a dream 
.. myself/found a stabilizer, it 

wasn't anything big/big enough 
for me ... yup/just like that/ 
somein so soothing and relaxing 
that the hippest shoes couldn't 
make me turn away from it ... 
got myself a baadd sky peice 
conked it to the side, put a little 
pimp to my walk ... spread my 
feet apart ... moving my hands 
cool like .. thinking dammmm it 
so took me a long time to find it 
... but I found it ... I, i, i, i ... 
well anyway i love the ground 
she walks on a nd praise allah or 
the lord or somebody . . . 
thankful that i c an wake up and 
know that my beautiful 
chocolate mama is there. 

DEPRESSION NOTES 
by Maxine Sample 

Some folks be so complacent these days, I wonder 
if the man been paying them to act that way 
I mean . . . th ey be acting like they living in 
the fifties and the NAACP got everything under 
control. . . 

maybe it's vogue .... 
You be trying to get folks together and they 
look at you like you just asked them for their last 
dime ... or you be running it down over 'n over 
again, and folks just wonder when you gonna stop 
talking that Black shit and start communicating . . . 

maybe it's vogue.... 
Folks still be digging them racist flicks and 
laughing 'cause all they can see is the nigger's 
teeth and eyes, 
Folks be telling you how you've changed and how 
you're not like you used to be, but every 
other day they changing their hairstyle, their 
minds, their actions . . . and me —unchanged 
since my Black soul was reborn . . . 

maybe its vogue.... 
Revolution has becom e  o n l y  a  f o r g o t t e n  w o r d  . . .  
and your own folks call you "one of them militants' 
when all you trying to be is an educator ... 

It must be vogue! 

Black Man 

Black man far too long 
you've been a victim of 
humiliation and shame. 

Far too long you've been 
a white woman's game. 

I'm you're woman and 
your my man 

Let us unite and 
take our stand. 

anonymous. 

Reprint of "Depression Notes" 
from STRONG BLACK GOLD by 
Maxine Sample & Chico Chambers 

Hea/Hey 
by H. Barnes 

One o'clock in the mawning 
Rain dripping between two brick walls y'all 
On top of the Garbage inbetween, below 
need to be sleep, so deep 
Hot weather brought are by GE, fan 
Blood rushing wild thru my veins 
Mind running every avenue 
Can't even be sleep, so deep 
Damn Clock trying to place some rock 
One o'clock in the mawning 

Sista H. Barnes will have a 
collection of Poems spotlighted in 
the third issue of UU/LVO. 
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River Mi®er 
"The River Niger" 

The River Niger" is a play 
that deals with a Black family. 
They are the William's family, 
proudly awaiting the 
homecoming of their son, Jeff, 
who for 3 years has been away at 
navigation school. 

Until the arrival of Jeff, the 
plot builds him up to fit the 
image of a very successful black 
man wearing an American 
uniform. 

Just before Jeff's 
homecoming, a young lady 
appears at the William's door 
and introduces herself as Jeff's 
girlfriend. She invites herself in, 
suitcases and all, which starts 
the family wondering about their 
successful son. 

A couple of says later, when 
Jeff gets home, he assumes the 
image of his family was 
expecting. This image is 
continued until Jeff becomes 
involved with a gang of militant 
friends with whom he was once 
associated. The gang becomes 
active in an racial incident which 
leads to a shoot-out. The 
William's family is firmly 
against Jeff's participation in 
this group, especially since he is 
"supposed" to be a successful 
black man wearing an American 
uniform. 

Finally, Jeff breaks down and 
tells the truth about how he 
hated navigation school, flunked 
out, and felt like a puppet for the 
white establishment. After the 
family got over the initial shock, 
they began to realize blackness 
is an image that deserves just as 
much pride as any other. 

By this time, the shoot-out not 
only involves Jeff and his gang 
but the whole family as well. Mr. 
Williams is shot in t he cross fire 
but, before he dies, in his last 
breath he encourages the family 
to fight for the cause. 

The play was very realistic. 
The roles the characters 
portrayed held a lot of meaning 
to black folks. This particular 
family displayed several aspects 
of black living — ra nging from 
religion to humor and hardships. 

Joseph A. Walker the 
playwright of "The River Niger" 
reported to the April 1973 is sue 
of Encore Magazine — "O ne of 
the most severe traps of living in 
this culture is the prison of 
Western value judgments, 
hence, personal identification. 
And this is not a trap that 
endangers only Blacks. The 
desire to get at the root of the 
personality, the psyche, the soul 
so inordinately blocked by the 
matrix of white western 
assumptions and pre
suppositions. We are 
programmed from the moment 
of birth to choose the 
appropriate casket for our 
demise. Breaking out of this 
prison takes superhuman effort, 
and only those of us who have 
been endowed by our parents 
with an almost god-like will, will 
ever manage to escape." 

This quote, I feel, basically 
outlines the plot of the play - a 
man seeking personal 
identification. I was there, 
sitting back, getting into the play 
and what it was all about. Before 
you jump to conclusions or form 
any opinion about"The River 
Niger" take out a little time and 
see it for yourself. 
Monique Mickens 

BLACK Choir 

And make a joyful noise is 
exactly what will be done. For 
the second consecutive year 
Black melodious voices will 
blend in gospel harmony. On 
September 13, 1973 sixty five 
Black T.S.C. students crammed 
together into the 9th floor of jhe 
Big TRAVERS lounge to become 
members of the most dignified 
group here at Trenton State 
College. The CHOIR! 

The choir is under the 
directorship of Gerald Brown. 
He is assisted by Kenneth 
Grayson and Richard Lightsey 
who will also tickle the ivories as 
head organist, several other 
percussion instruments will 
accompany the choir. The choir 
anticipates to travel locally and 

abroad and a new look in attire 
and a bigger and ever better 
sound than last years 
performances. Most of all the 
choir is elated over the 
opportunity to sing those songs 
which have become most 
meaningful to Black folk down 
through the years and most 
appreciative by the bloods on 
this campus who bubble, churn 
and clap in love sway-sing-
sounding harmony with the 
baddest gospel sounds this side 
of Heaven. Who knows maybe 
they'll even turn hell out. 

Best wishes to the choir and 
may success and prosper follow 
ya'll through your growing 
years! 
Rev. Henry M. Lightsey 

EAV TO im 
Black Saga 
Mr. Larry Jones 

The new face you have 
probably seen in the cafeteria 
more than likely belongs to Mr. 
Larry Jones. 

Originally Mr. Jones is from 
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania. It was 
there, at the University of 
Pittsburg he was first employed 
by Saga Food Service in 1959. 

Before arriving Trenton State, 
Mr. Jones had been to many 
other colleges and universities. 
After his management training, 
which was more or less on the 
job with saga, Mr. Jones first 
assignment' was at Clark 
University in Worchester Mass. 
From there, the next assignment 
was a special assignment at 
Bryn Mawr College to help. Next 
Mr. Jones was transferred to 
Ithaca College, Ithaca, N.Y., 
where he was manager until 
selected by the National 
Training Laboratory in 
Washington, D.C. to set up a 
summer food service in Maine. 
Mr. Jones worked in Maine two 
consecutive summers. 
Afterward, another assignment 
transferred him to Georgetown 
University, Washington, D.C. 
Where he served as Food service 
manager for two years, before 
being promoted to Food Service 
Director at Wagner College in 
Staten Island, N.Y. Mr. Jones 
then went to William Paterson 
College in Paterson, N.J. and 
was later transferred to Trenton 
State College. Obviously we have 
a man on campus with years of 
Food Service Experience. Also, 
Mr. Jones served as a cook for 
six months in 1962 w hile in the 
Army Reserve. 

We asked about the new policy 
and how it operates Mr. Jones 
replied; "The new policy was 
made because students felt they 
should be able to eat anywhere. 
No one is able to say no you can't 
eat in any particular cafeteria. 
This policy also allows for a 
wider variety of food service. It 
is also convenient for people who 
have to get to classes because 
they are able to eat in a cafeteria 
closer to their next class. This 
policy also allows for more 
socializing between students. 
On open campuses, such as 
Trenton State, this method 
allows a favorable relationship 
between dorms and people." 

When asked about the long 
lines in the cafeterias Mr. Jones 
Replied, "Lines are long because 
a great percentage of freshman 
aren't sure of the rules. The 
majority of the students using 
the interchargeable system are 
upper classmen. Nothing is 
wrong with the system, it's the 
way it is being used. Statistics 
show there are no more people 
eating in the towers than 
normally." 

The clean-up procedures in the 
cafeteria aren't too bad Mr. 
Jones comments, "In the towers 
the percentage of students that 
leave trays is very low. This 
probably due to the "belt". 
There is good participation from 
the students in Decker. People in 
Phelps have traditionally left 
trays and still do." 

So there it is, The story behind 
the "NEW" lunchroom 
procedure and one of the people 
behind it. Below is the schedule 
being used presently. 
Monique Mickens 

Schedule 

1973-74 Academic Year 
Feeding Hours for Trenton State 

Dining Halls 

Phelps 
Monday thru Friday: 
Breakfast — none 
Deli Lunch — 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
"Dinner — 4:00p.m. to6:00p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday — Closed 
"First Dinner Feeding For People For Early Class Before 5:00 p. m 

Towers 
Monday thru Friday: 
Complete Breakfast - 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Complete Lunch - 10:30a.m. tol:30p.m. 
Complete Dinner - 4:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

Saturday: 
Complete Breakfast -8:00a.m. to 10:00a.m. 
Complete Lunch with Deli - 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Dinner — 4:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 

Sunday: 
Brunch - 10:30a.m. to 1:30p.m. 
Complete Dinner — 4:00 p.m . to 6:00 p.m. 

Decker 
Monday thru Friday: 
Continental Breakfast - 7:30a.m. to9:00a.ni. 
Complete Lunch - 11:00a.m. to 1:30p.m. 
Dinner — 4:15 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday — Dinn er — 4:00 p.m . to 6:00 p.m. 
Lunch — 11:00p.m. to 1:00p.m. No Deli 
Sunday - Brunch - 10:30a.m. to 1:30p.m. 
Sunday - Dinner - 4:30 p.m. to6:00 p.m. 
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BLACK FACTS 
WHO IS MOST CLOSELY IDENTIFIED WITH THE 
PHRASE "BLACK POWER"? 
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Affairs 

The bullet that killed his mother went through his back and exited from his arm. 

Con't. from page five 
We need firm and constant ties 

When you dial extension 2581, a 
slightly accented voice will say, 
"Puerto Rican Affairs Office, 
buenas tardes, good afternoon." 
The voice belongs to Elba 
Rullan, the new secretary for 
Mercedes Reyes-Caban, the 
Puerto Rican coordinator. 

Mercedes has been at Trenton 
State since last spring. Her job 
requires her to recruit Puerto 
Rican students in New Jersey 
schools; coordinate Puerto 
Rican on campus; administer 
the Puerto Rican office; and 
make the college community 
aware of the need for bilingual 
experiences in the total college 
program. With all this, she also 

' conducted a class for the Puerto 

with the progressive 
organizations of African peoples. 
We need centers of research and 
information on Africa so that the 
State Department can no longer 
claim that U.S. citizens of 
African ancestry care nothing 
about influencing U.S.-Africa 
policy. 

We can establish such a 
movement because we have no 
interests, no needs that conflict 
with the needs and interests of 
the peoples of Africa. To help 
launch a movement of Afro-
Americans in support of Africa, 
a conference has been called. 
Sponsored by a coalition of labor, 
student, community, cultural, 
communications and political 
organizations, the conference 
proposes the following: 

To support the struggles in 
southern Africa and Guinea-
Bissau against direct Portugese 
colonial rule; 

To concretely oppose the 
continued investments and 
donations of the U.S. 
government and private 
institutions to the racist lynch-
law states of South Africa, 
Portugal and Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe); 

To inform Afro-Americans 
about, and actively carry out the 
United Nations resolutions 
declaring colonialism, racism 
and genocide as violations of 
international law; 

To examine all political, 
economic and military relations 
between the U.S. government 
and African states to ensure 
that these relations are mutually 
beneficial to the peoples of 
Africa and the U.S. ; 

To link our movements with 
the anti-apartheid and other 
African freedom movements not 
only with organizational ties but 
with concrete actions — 
petitions marches, strikes, 
boycotts, etc.; 

To return U.S. military funds 
from South Africa and Portugal 
to the domestic U.S. budget 
where all U.S. citizens need 
them; 

To correct the many 
falsehoods about Africa's history 
past and present that appear 
routinely in the U.S. media, 
textbooks, public lectures, 
cultural works and so on, 

And to take all other measures 
necessary and proper to build 
understanding, friendship, peace 
and respect between us and the 

citizens of African states. 
We urge all who share these 

goals to join in our efforts to 
prepare for the conference to be 
held in Chicago, Illinois 

October 28-30, 1973. By 
bringing clarity, effectiveness 
and organization to the 
constantly growing sentiment of 
Afro-Americans for victory, 
peace, freedom and progress in 
Africa, we can help both 
Africans and ourselves achieve 
these goals. 

Workshops are tentatively 
planned to cover some of the 
following topics: U.S. economic, 
political and military policy in 
Africa; revolutionary culture; 
mass action techniques; multi
national corporations; 
education; Pan-Africanism; 
immigration and settlement 
policies; the African liberation 
movements; labor organiza
tions; paths of economic 
development in Africa; political 
prisoners; and others. 

Rican students, "Introduction to 
the Principles of Counseling." 
She puts in a full-time effort 
even though she was only hired 
for a part-time job. Last 
semester she had two students 
who helped as part-time 
secretaries. 

Now, Mercedes has Elba. 
She's a full-time secretary to 
help keep the office in movement 
and in order. 

Agapito Diaz is another new 
face in the Puerto Rican Affairs 
Office. He will be assisting 
Mercedes in recruiting and will 
be in the Martin House office two 
days per week. 

The Puerto Rican Affairs 
Office is here on campus to help 
the Puerto Rican students. The 
office and those who staff it 
serves as something and 
someone with which to identify 
for the students and the outside 
community. 

If any student wishes to visit 
the office or call, the place is 
Martin House, the number is 771-
2581, and the names to 
remember are Mercedes, 
Agapito, and Elba - a sus 
ordenes (at your service). 

TO ALL INCOMING 
FRESHMAN: 

We the Brothers of O mega Psi 
Phi Fraternity Inc. would at this 
time like to welcome you to 
Trenton State College. We hope 
that the four years that you're 
here will be those of success and 
happiness. Also, at this time we 
would like to extend our hand 
and let you know that if you 
should encounter any difficulties 
feel free to contact any Brother 
for assistance. 

Thanking you for taking time 
to read this small letter of 
welcome. 
Basileus of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. 
Iota Gamma Chapter 

St. Croix Gets U.S. Federal Marshals 
Three whites were murdered 

on St. Croix the weekend of A ug. 
10-12, b ringing to 15 the number 
of slayings (mostly white 
victims) on the fast-growing 
U.S. Virgin Island in the past 12 
months. 

Gov. Evans, finally forced to 
call in U.S. Federal marshals to 
aid his tiny police force, doubts 
the official census figures of 
40,000 for the isle. He estimates 
it's jumped to at least 50,000. 

The weekend victims included 
Mr. Stanley Radulovic, 44, a 
restaurant-owner who also was a 
respected artisit; Ms. Laura 

Hardy, 52, a hotel reservations 
mgr., and her mother, Ms. 
Elizabeth Hardy, 74. The 2 
women were beaten to death in 
their home near Christiansted 
after midnight, Friday, July 10. 

On Aug. 13, five self-professed 
Black Muslims were sentenced 
to life imprisonment by a U.S. 
District Court in Christiansted. 
They were found guilty of first 
degree murder, assault and 
robbery in last September's 
massacre of 8 persons at the 
Fountain Valley Golf Club on St. 
Croix. The jury deliberated for 
10 days. 

ground that the prosecution had 
not made a convincing case. 

The killings have caused 
speculation that a Black 
Liberation movement might be 
involved. 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, 
following a roundup story on 
changing St. Croix, on Aug. 20, 
ran an extremely discering 
editorial on Aug. 25, headed 
"Marshal Law," We quote, in 
part: 

Will Appeal Verdicts 
Sentenced were: Ismael 

Labeet, 26, said to be the group's 
leader. Rafael Joseph, 22, 

Warren Ballentine, 23, Meral 
Smith, 23, and Beaumont 
Gereau, 23, all natives of St. 
Croix. Chief defense counsel 
William Kunstler, the N.Y. Civil 
rights lawyer, said he would 
appeal the verdicts. 

On Aug. 28, the last 2 of 7 
defendants were found not guilty 
on charges of having killed 2 men 
& wounded a 3rd in an armed 
attack Nov. 7 at a St. Croix 
restaurant. Judge A. L. Christian 
had dismissed charges vs. the 5 
other defendants Aug. 24 on the 
"It would be illusory, however, 

to imagine that better policing 
alone can restore peace and 
tranquility to 'the American 
paradise.' The tourist boom of 
the last decade has brought 
fortunes to investors, 
predominantly mainland whites. 
It has also inundated the islands 

with free-spending fun-seekers, 
mostly white. The combination 
had stirred deep resentment 
among native Blacks who have 
not, for the most part, shared in 
the bonanza ... The frustrating 
economic dead-end facing so 
many in lush atmosphere of 
vacation indulgence fosters 
crime and racial conflict. To this 
are added the incitement of 
Black Power doctrines, the 
return of Vietnam veterans 
trained for violence — but not 
for jobs — a nd a rise in drug 
addiction. If 'paradise' is to be 
regained, Federal authorities, 
the island's Gov't and those who 
have profited from the tourist 
boom will have to devote more 
attention to training programs 
and other correctives for the 
economic and social problems of 
those many islanders left behind 
in the scramble for the tourist 
dollar." 



Oct 1, 1973 Utimme Umana/La Voz Oculta 

New Dorm Director 

Liberation Movement 
Con't. from page five 

Puerto Rico 
Black workers, and all who are 
exploited by the same 
monopolists who control Puerto 
Rico. 

The Communist Party USA 
calls for solidarity in this fight. 
It has always fought for and will 
continue to fight for 
independence for Puerto Rico 
and for all peoples struggling for 

national independence. 
Our Party's Puerto Rican 

Liberation Commission hails the 
resolution of the UN Committee 
oh Decolonization. We pledge to 
intensify our efforts to bring 
home to the working class of the 
U.S. its self-interest in the 
Puerto Rican people's fight for 
national independence. 

by Jose Ristorucci 

New 
African American Studies 

Monique Mickens 

Wallace X. Conway 

If you happen to be in 
Centennial and notice a door on 
the first floor with a painted 
image of a brick wall, remember 
that it isn't and exit from the 
building but the apartment of 
Mr. and Mrs. Beasley. 

This year Mr. Paul Beasley, 
who originated from Eastpoint, 
Georgia, has taken over as dorm 
director for Centennial, 
Brewster, Ely and Allen. Mr. 
Beasley graduated with a B.A. 
degree in Human Relations, 
from Earlhan College, a small 
quaker school in Indiana. Before 
joining T.S.C. housing staff, Mr. 
Beasley was enrolled in the 
Trenton State Project Now 
Program in Hoboken, N.J. In 
this program he attended classes 
3 times a week and held a job as 
Guidance counselor in a junior 
high school. It was through this 
program that Mr. Beasley 
earned his masters of education, 
2nd degree. When asked how he 
liked his job as dorm director, 
Mr. Beasley replied, "students 
don't want to accept 
responsibilities and the 
administration doesn't want to 
give in to the students and this 
make my job difficult." 

This year begins somewhat of 
an experimental type thing at 
Brewster. It's not as restricted 
as other dorms on campus and it 
is more student oriented 
(controlled) than any other 
dorm. When asked about this Mr. 
Beasley says, "Brewster is 
trying to be molded into a group 
where it can operate on its own. 
Where people care about each 
other." 

Larry Ridley 

A unique characteristic Mr. 
Beasley seems to hold is the way 
he gets involved. He's only been 
here a short time and is all ready 
affiliated with several on-
campus activites. For example, 
he deals with Drugs Education 
Steering Committee (also known 
as DESK), counsels at the 
counseling center; and works 
with the tutors at the learning 
center. Looking into his future, 
Mr. Beasley plans on writing few 
articles — one of which he plans 
to write with Barbara Ellison, 
another member of the housing 
staff. He also plans on trying to 
go to some conventions. 

Mrs. Carolyn Beasley is 
presently an administrative 
typist at Mercer County 
Community college. Later she 
plans on beginning work towards 
her masters degree. Before 
coming to Trenton State, Mrs. 
Beasley taught school for two 
years. 

When asked how did the idea of 
coming to Trenton State affect 
her, Mrs. Beasley replied, "Two 
years after being responsible for 
children I was ready for a rest, 
but Paul was interested. It 
doesn't affect me that much 
because I'm not really involved 
except when there's weeks when 
I don't see Paul. But it's good for 
me because I'm committed to 
education. Plus I learn a lot by 
just being here and meeting 
interesting people." 

So if any of you students need 
an active advisor in any club or 
just a friend there's a 50-50 
chance, Mr. Beasley might just 
be the person you'll looking for. 
Get acquainted with him. 
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Coming Events 

duke 6ffington 
and his orchestra 

Oct 2 
Duke Ellington 
Kendall Theatre 
8:00 p.m. 

Oct 3 
Dick Gregory 
Kendall Theatre 
8:00 p.m. 

Oct 8 
Billy Taylor 
Jazz Artist 
Gerke House 
24 p.m. 

Oct 12 
Don Evans 
In-Equality Conference 
T.S.C. 

Oct 14 
Spirit of Kimanthi 
Rhodora Theatre 
8:00 p.m. 

Oct 17 
Ass. for the study of 
Afro-Am. Life & History 
17-21 Conference 
Commadore Hotel 
Don Evans speaking 

Oct 28 
Family Nite 
Novella Nelson 
Travers-Wolfe Lounge 

Nov 2 
Kool & Gang in Concert 
Kendall Theatre 
8:00p.m. 

Nov 14-15 
Goin A Buffalo 
Kendall Small Theatre 
8:00 p.m. 
Langston Hughes Players 

tBCaek 
WHO EMERGED AS A LEADER IN THE UPRISING 
THAT LED TO THE FOUNDING OF HAITI? 

Oct 1, 1973 

THE BLACK STUDENT OF 
this generation is involved in 
battle to free his mind because 
the concept of Black awareness 
has attained the status of c ause 
celebre during his lifetime. 
However, for the greater portion 
of his life, today's Black student 
had been socialized to aspire to 
become a middleclass 
American. The Black awareness 
groups began to compete for the 
loyalties of young Blacks after 
the values and norms of middle-
class Anglo-America been 
internalized. Once the middle-
class norms are internalized, 
they become a part of the 
students frame of reference and 
as the student attempts to 
redefine his situation in the 
pattern of Black reference 
groups, inevitable conflict 
occurs. The student finds that in 
many cases the values of the two 
general reference groups 
polarize, thus his mind is not 
free. 

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN 
the two value systems leads to 
sociological ambivalence or 
incompatible normative 
expectations attitudes, beliefs 
and behavior assigned to a status 
in a society. Sociological 
ambivalence manifests itself 
when a status-holder faces 
contradictory expectations such 
as those of the Black and Anglo 
reference groups. Those 
students who accept a role in 
middle-class American society 
are ridiculed as "sell outs." 
Rejection of middle-class 
values, which are the normative 
bases of the American legal 
system, leads to social and legal 
condemnation by the Anglo 
society. 

THE STUDENT'S struggle to 
free his mind is a very impor
tant one, not only for himself, 
but for his home community as 
well. Whether the student has or 
has not reached a decision as to 
which path he will take, he will 
not remain a student forever. 
Some choose to escape the con
frontation by utilizing an insula
tion from observability in which 
they display behavior that 'is 
exaggerated to demonstrate to 
their peer groups that they are 
not attached to the activities or 
attitudes of the opposite 
reference group. 

DECISION ABOUT THE 
obligation to serve one's ethnic 
family as opposed to the social 
and economic security to be 
found in conforming to the 
middle-class value system is not 
easy. 

THE FUTURE OF THE OUR 
communities — and, perhaps, 
indeed, that of this nation - will 
be determined by the action we 
take in arming ourselves with 
the mental preparedness 
necessary to reckon with the 
Anglo society. We must study the 
American social system to 
determine the ways in which it 
perpetuates itself and restricts 
us in order that we may retain 
the talents of our students for 
our own communities. By 
processing a knowledge of the 
manner in which the American 
Dream attacks us, we can 
prepare a defense to meet the 
assault. If we do not meet this 
challenge, our communities will 
be deprived of their greatest 
asset — our talented youth. 
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Zke Mack Student 
them. Maintaining close contact 
with his roots helps the student 
to give some thought to the 
Black community and the role he 
can play in redressing its 
problems. In reference to role-
taking and reference groups 
Muzafer Sherif states that a 
person "... passes from one 
group situation to another ... he 
reacts to the demands, 
pressures, and appeals of new 
group situations in terms of the 
person he has become to 
consider himself to be and 
aspires to be." Formerly, in 
terms of role-taking, the Black 
student had only one general 
reference group — that if middle-
class-Anglo-America. Today, 
with the increased influence of 
Black reference groups, the 
Black student now has a greater 
realization of his obligations. 
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What are the oppresive 
conditions that exist within 
prison walls? What is the nature 
of the relationships that exist 
between the inmates and the 
prison administrations? What 
are the pending and proposed 
penal reforms? What do our 
brothers and sisters actually 
receive in the form of l egal aid? 
What really happens to our 
people when they are in
carcerated? These and many 
other questions concerning 
prison life will be answered on 
the pages of UTIMME UMANA/ 
LA VOZ OCULTA in upcoming 
issues by those truly qualified to 
answer — our brothers and 
sisters behind the walls. 

Are you interested? Your 
brothers and sisters in prison 
feel that you should be. If you're 
Black; if you're Puerto Rican; if 
you're Poor; if you're a member 
of the Third World, you could be 

in prison tomorrow. Why? 
Because the political, economic, 
and social system of this country 
are geared to imprison you. 

Brothers and sisters now in 
prison will be expressing their 
feelings and telling you of their 
experiences through the pages of 
UTIMME UMANA/LA VOZ 
OCULTA. These expressions will 
take many and varied forms 
including poems, stories, and 
essays. They will deal with the 
pros and cons of prison life; 
programs that can be supported 
by you as members of the 
outside community; and the 
answers to questions that are 
posed to the inmates by you. 

To get involved or to get 
additional information, contact: 
UTIMME UMANA/LA 
VOZ OCULTA 
Afro-American Studies 
Trenton State College 
Trenton, N.J. 08625 
(609)883-7708 

Reprint of ATTICA from 
STRONG BLACK GOLD by 
Maxine Sample & Chico Chambers 

A-T-T-I-C-A. 

and then one cold ass badd mad dog man killing day 
the phone rang and the order came down the line 

k—i—1—1—kill—kill—ki—ki —k i—llllkill 

k-i-1-1 kill—k—i lkill 

k—i—1 1—kill—kill—ki-ki~ki~llllkill 

k-i-1-1-

k 

--kill—k—i lkill 

—i llllTem 

kill- -kill kilU'em 

cause the mother fucka's 
jumped badd! 
and as the wind blew 
the sound of a thousand bullets 
ricocheted off the walls/heads/ 
hearts/eyes/mouth/nose/gissuards/ 
bullets on top-o-bullets drove into the blood 
as if they were slave/bending targets 
at the nearest shooting range 

dipping/bending/stooping/falling/ 
slipping/slumping!/like maggots 
sucking the last breath of air 
never seeing the vibrant sun ever again 
blood-dripping/d-e-a-d!/kissed 
this world good-by 

cause they told New York State 
and the rest of America 
that they wasn't taking on more 
of nobody's shit and they proved it too 
by spitting yrs, of pain behind 
those cold fucked-up bars 
at the secret service men sneaking up 
on 'em with a coupla hugh million watt 
electrocuting cables, water hoses and 1000 
yard killing pistols 

& the myrtars never had a chance 
to alter history cause the 500 sharp shooter's 
aimed carefuly as the hostage's prayed 
at the brains of the razor-knife welding men 
and when the smoke rippling rapid firing 
cold-blood murdering regime was over, 
some blue eyed motherfucking honkey 
scratched his ass crossed over 
to the phone again and uttered, "WELL DONE!" 

BLACK AMERICA, 
how many more warriors 
can we afford to loose???????????????????????? 

RACISM in the IJ.S, 

Sad eyes and unsmiling faces of a southern slave family 

Reprint from African Agenda 

Racism, as expounded by 
American bourgeois ideologists, 
has been a doctrine which 
purports the biological 
inferiority primarily of non-
white peoples. Since the 
inception of the republic in 1776, 
it has been used by the capitalist 
class to facilitate the 
exploitation of the working class 
and to justify the social 
inequalities which exist between 
white and non-white as well as 
between rich and poor in the 
United States. 

The principal aim of the 1776 
bourgeois revolution was to 
expedite the formation of a 
national economy, but it also 
established the objective 
conditions for the realization of 
democratic rights. These rights 
included enfranchisement, the 
right to participate in trade 
unions and emancipation of 
slaves. They were not formally 
achieved by the entire working 
class until the twentieth century 
and as yet virtually none have 
been conceded in practice by the 
bourgeoisie. 

Following the 1776 revolution 
the bourgeoisie consolidated its 
political gains in the 1787 
constitution which merchants 
and planters wrote with the 
intention of protecting their own 
class interests. Planters, for 
instance, needing a great deal of 
land, advocated government 
appropriation of all territory 
east of the Mississippi River 
including land occupied by 
American Indian tribes. The 
slave mode of production 
adopted by planters to cultivate 
the cash crops of the southern 
United States required a large, 
inexpensive and enduring labor 
force. Planters consequently 
insisted that the Constitution not 
only sanction but also prescribe 
measures to protect the 
institution of slavery. 

Slaves were commodities just 
as were hoes and mules. Like 
these instruments of production, 
they were considered to be part 
of the objective conditions of 
production. The purpose of the 
slave system was the 
development not of the slaves 
but of the plantation system. 
Although slaves were compelled 
to breed, they were purposely 
uneducated, ill-housed, ill-
clothed, ill-fed, whipped into 
submission and literally worked 
to death. Their humanity was 
denied by racist apologists for 
slavery so that their labor power 
could be more fully expolited and 
their surplus produce entirely 
appropriated by their owners. 

The rate of profit accruing to 
planters was at least as great as 
that enjoyed by investors in 
other areas of production. 
Planters generally pocketed a 

return of 4.5 to 8 per cent on 
investments in their agricultural 
operations and a return of 7 .1 to 
8.1 per cent from raising and 
selling slaves. Returns, earned 
by hiring out slaves to perform 
both skilled and unskilled labor 
ranged from 9.5 to 18.5 per cent. 
These last figures were higher 
than those quoted for alternative 
investments. 

On the eve of the Civil war of 
1861, there were only about 
350,000 planters in the southern 
United States. The decided 
majority in that part of the 
country was the 5.3 million poor 
whites. Forced to eke out a 
meager existence from the less 
fertile lands of the South and 
denied the right to vote, the poor 
whites were overwhelmed by the 
economic and political power of 
the planters which in the last 
analysis derived from slave 
labor. Most lived out their lives 
on the verge of starvation and 
were sustained largely by the 
rantings of southern demagogues 
who expoused the doctrine of 
"white supremacy:" his 
physical, moral, political and 
economic condition notwith
standing, a white man, just 
because he was white, was al
ways better than a Black man. 
Because of their adherence to 
this dogma, poor whites did not 
seek to destroy the hegemony of 
planters during the Civil War but 
rather became the henchmen of 
prominent slave-owners who 
were determined to expand the 
slave system: They failed to 
understand that their interests 
coincided with those of the slave. 

The major incentive of 
northern states for waging the 
Civil War was to realize the 
primary objective of the 1776 
revolution. In 1860 t he southern 
states hardly participated in the 
national market and had 
uncomfortably strong economic 
ties with Great Britain. Acting 
through their political arm, the 
Republican Party, northern 
industrialists emancipated the 
slaves and instituted universal 
manhood suffrage enfranchising 
poor white men as well as freed 
Black men in order to crush the 
economic and political strength 
of the former slave owners. 

By 1870 at least half of the 
plantations in the southern 
United States tfere either owned 
or controlled by northern 
industrialists and bankers. 
Sharecroppers, furnished the 
means of production and obliged 
to deliver as much as two-thirds 
of their crop to the planters, 
dominated the work force on 
these plantations. Most of them 
were former slaves. 

The major investment of 
northern concerns was in 
railroads. These transportation 

facilities were constructed in 
order to make southern raw 
materials more readily available 
to northern industry and to speed 
the shipment of northern 
manufactured goods to the 
South. Northerners had used 
Asians since the 1850's to build 
railroads linking the eastern 
United States with the western 
part of the country but in the 
South they chose to exploit the 
Black man paying him 
incredibly low wages. 

Working on the railroads was 
not a job fit for a white man. 

Having acquired a strong 
economic hold on the South and 
anxious to embark on 
imperialistic campaigns, 
northern finance capitalists 
forged a devastating partnership 
with sun'iving southern planters 
to rule me South. Yielding to 
pressure from the native 
southern planters, northern 
monopolists returned control of 
the political machinery of the 
South over to them and 
acquiesced to the passage of 
laws setting literacy and 
property qualifications for 
voters. These laws effectively 
disenfranchised many Black 
men. Those who were not were 
terrorized often at the point of a 
gun into relinquishing their 
voting rights. Spurred on by the 
maxims of "white supremacy," 
the poor whites supported these 
measures despite the fact that 
they too, being virtually landless 
and illiterate, had been 
d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d .  T h e  
monopolists also accented to the 
institution of Jim Crowism 
establishing segregated public 
facilities and to the use of 
lynching as a device to force 
Blacks to work for lower wages. 

Working conditions and 
terrorism precipitated Black 
migration in large numbers to 
urban areas in the South during 
the 1880's. It was at this time 
that Blacks began to offer 
substantial competition to white 
craftsmen .and wage earners. 
Black workers had no other 
choice than to underbid white 
workers to obtain employment. 
Barred from participation in 
trade union activities by white 
chauvinists, Blacks were 
generally ignorant of the import 
of trade union activities and 
allowed themselves to be used 
as strikebreakers. 

It was not until the onset of the 
world wars, however, that 
Blacks began to move out of the 
South to man the industries of 
t h e  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  a n d  
midwestern United States. Cities 
in these sections of the country 
absorbed 70 percent of t he Black 
migrants. It was during this 
period that Blacks became an 
urban people. In 1910 40 p ercent 
of the Black population lived in 
cities. The percentage had 
increased to 70 percent by 1960. 


