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MISS TSC PAGEANT 

Brothers and Sisters we now have a 
chance to be heard again on this campus. 
Paula McDuffy, our Features Editor, is 
in the running for Miss Trenton State 
College for ]976. The pageant is to 

held this Sunday, Lay 9th in the after
noon. At press time the exact time of 

the pageant was unknown. Lets get out 
and give our support to this lovely 

lady. 

We at the Utimme Umana received a 
letter this past week stating that a 
Black student had competed in the 
Talent Show last Friday evening but 
went unnoticed by her fellow brothers 
and sisters who were attending a Block 
Show for the Dogs. 

What we mean is that no excuse is 
intended by this and we would like to 
give you our thanks for competing and 
our cheers for winning — Brenda 
Jenkins. 

THANX 

I would just like to take this time 
to thank all those wonderful people who 
have taken their time to help get this 
paper together. It's been a long hard 
year and we've ahd a lot of ups and 
downs, but each week we've gotten it 

together. 
But all that was this year and now 

we have next year to contend with. All 
those (and you know who you are) who 
have contributed this year we hope you 
put forth and equal effort next semester 
and we invite all those brothers and 
sisters interested in the Utimme Umana 

to come out and lend a hand. 
We must be guided by the past, to 

meet the urgency of the present, and 
exceed our accomplishments in the Future. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Thi6 man could very well be the 
next president of the United States? 
I say that because he is way out in 
front of all the other candidates 

for the democratic nonimation. But 

the funny thing is that this man 
was the former Govener of Georgia 
and was at that time in many people's 
opinion a racist. 
The funny thing is that most of the 

black democratic voters are voting 
for him? How can black people for

get so easily? He has even stated 
that he wants to preserve "Ethnic 

Purity". This in itself is self 
explainitory and should be enough to 

stop him from receiving the black 
vote. Pegister to vote and stop 
this man. 
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Are you a writer, reporter, or photographer? 
Are you knovledgable in graphics or just 
want to learn?. Utimme Umana needs you. YOU 
are the life and bldod of this newspaper. 
We need YOU to help continue free black ex
pression. Our meeting time for new and old 
staff is at the Utimme Umana office in Ely 
basement. If you have always wanted to have 
anything you may write put in print or want 
to see this newspaper move forward, then 
this is your chance. Don't sit around and 
talk about it, DO something in any spare 
time that you may have. Call 2225 on campus 
and 883-7708 off campus. 
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EDITORIAL 
By the editoxialb that we 
pxebent in thib paper, we 
hope to enlighten ou>t xe-
adexb to Jkope&ully new 
and broader ideab. They do 
not necebbarily reprebent 
the opinions o\ thib pg.p-
ex. 

OPEN LETTER TO MS. BETH HASTINGS 

Dear Beth: 

In your 17th March 1976 letter to the 
editor of THE SIGNAL, quite obviously 
written with animus defamandi denigrare, 
you announce a laundrylist of recklessly and 
maliciously false outbursts to rationalize 
your call for the State College to "dismiss" 
me. 

But the College already has fired, 
laid-off, and failed to promote me 
(presumably three separate but consecutive 
determinations). Of course, an insignificant 
minority [in pios usus] wants crucifixion, 
internment, and an immaculate whitewashing 
of both affairs de son tort and de leproso 
niger amovendo. I suspect that reflects 
your^ endorsement of the "let's do it again" 
approach to the abuses and injustices of 
criminal justice, the rule of law, and equal 
justice. 

Although I shall refrain from responding 
to your untimely and unfair gripe, groat and 
grizzle, I shall set the record straight. 
First, I doubt that you were present when 
Professor J. Birnes made her evaluation. 
Moreover, faculty evaluations of their 
colleagues should not be exclusively based 
upon classroom observations. Incidentally, 
your seedy reference to my esteemed 
colleague constitutes proof-positive of your 
bad faith, ill will, and poor judgment. 
Third, on those infrequent occasions you 
would grace my classroom, your 
physiognomy vacillated between scorn and 
scrowl. Indeed, your observable facial 
expressions evoked scenes from the Sidney 
Poitier films "To Sir With Love" and "Guess 
Who's Coming To Dinner?. Now I 
attribute this to an apparent lack of 
exposure to and credence in the intel

lectuality of Black educators. Futhermore, 
when we talked at the beginning of this 
term, I asked about the frowns and amazing 
disbelief; and you passed it off as evidence 
of your ethnocentrism and parochialism. 
Fourth, your rash appeal to the 'white lady' 
purity of language in order to discredit and 
damage my resort to the administrative and 
juridical process for redress, remedy and 
rectification, shows how utterly desperate 
and devoid of merit (substantive and pro
cedural) are all the frenetic stratagems to 
further blacken and blemish my profession, 
reputation, and good name. Many of your 
South Jersey vintage and persuasion have 
long believed that my People are naturally 
vulgar, tasteless, 'obnoxious and ignorant'. 
But I am surprised that you would stoop to 
such a scurrilous level of self-righteous, 
puritannical attack upon my person and 
profession. Ironically YOUR 
CHEAPfSHOT AND PERSONAL 
VENDETTA WAS PUBLISHED THE VERY 
SAME WEEK THAT RUBEN (Hurricane) 
Carter and John Artis were granted a new 
trial by a conscientious as well as 
courageous New Jersey Supreme Court. 
Carter and Artis were legally lynched 
because of a variety of collateral 'death 
wishes'. Your highly libelous letter may 
indicate that we in Criminal Justice have 
failed you because you apparently lack a 
sense of justice as fairness and justice as 
equality. Why did you wait three (3) 
months to publicize YOUR HERETOFORE 
NEGROPHOBIA? If you thought what you 
do say in THE SIGNAL* WHY DID YOU 
NOT FILE A GRIEVANCE THROUGH 
THE APPROPRIATE PROCEDURES? 
Obviously, you have attempted to seize this 

opportunity to vent your racial and personal 
hostilities and hang-ups. Paradoxically (from 
hindsight), I was extraordinarily generous in 
giving you the letter grade which you 
received. Out of my generosity has come 
your spite, spleen and Screech! Doubtless, 
you shall make a significant contribution to 
your justice system. Yes, I am permanently 
"prejudiced" - prejudiced against dehumani-
zation, inequity, racialism, imperialism and 
human bondage, but in favor of freedom, 
justice and equality. Other than intrepid, 
out-spoken persons of color, what are you 
prejudiced against, Beth? 

D.L.W. HOWIE, Esq. 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
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REBIRTH/HIDDEN VOICE 

TO ALL CONCERNED CITIZENS AND 
MEMBERS OF THE 

PRISON POPULATION T H E  I N S I D E  S T O R Y  
At a continuously rapid pace the various 

"Pandora Box's" of Trenton State Prison, 
are starting to reveal the true nature of the 
present administration. Many of the revela
tions that are now coming before the public, 
have been expressed on numerous occassions 
by various prisoners, penal reform groups 
and unbiased correction officers. Those of 
us who live here, are acutely aware of the 
racial problems that have existed at T.S.P., 
and its very surprising how many of us put 
on "rose colored glasses" and "Blinders" to 
seemingly protect us from the intense pain, 
but now, with the arrival of Alan R. 
Hoffman and his specially selected crew of 
racial practitioners, the problems have 
become so pronounced and the pain so 
intensified, that glasses, blinders or any 
other protective covering can prevent us 
from being burned. And the time has come 
for us to have these problems removed from 
out presents, to prevent any more serious 
harm and problems. 

We must consider the facts, and work 
from that premise. 

What has the present administrators done 
in terms of rehabilitation? Absolutely 
nothing; they have severely reduced all 
programs and implemented none, and if your 
compare this administration, with prior 
administrations, we are retrogressing into 
the dark ages. 

What have they done in terms of concern 
for human life? 

Well now, we have the Oct. 16, 1975 
incident. For which many prisoners are 
taking the blame for, as if we decide to 
have those prisoners transferred from the 
Vroom Building to T.S.P. Let's take a good 
look at the real facts, that costed one (1) 
prisoner his life and many others serious 
injuries. Who was/is directly responsible 
for that incident? Alan R. Hoffman and 
R.G. Simmons. It was their decision to 
bring those men back to T.S.P., and the 
Dept. of I&A sanctioned that decision, but 
yet the public was told the fantastic story 
that those men at the Vroom Building 
"threaten to file suit". It's absurd, how 
many other prisoners have threatened to file 
suit, and I&A totally disregarded them? 
And when it comes to human life, and 
protecting it, which is more important? The 
Dept. of I&A, Alan R. Hoffman and R.G. 
Simmons (the predictor) knew well in 
advance that if those men were transferred 
to T.S.P., death would be their ultimate 
fate, and those officials should be held 
accountable in a court of law for their 
crimes, just like any other criminals who 
knowingly conspire to take a persons life. 

What other constructive and rehabili
tative steps has the present administrators 
made for the general population and the 
public. 

We have M.C.U. (which is no more than a 
farce) where prisoners are being used as 
political pawns. To point out a very serious 
fact. The very same prisoners who have 
lived with each other and Correctional Staff 
for years, without incident, prior to the 
arrival of Alan R. Hoffman and Company, 
cannot live together now. Why? Who has 
created such an atmosphere that now makes 
it difficult for prisoners to live together 
peacefully, and who is profiting from it? 
Alan R. Hoffman and R. G. Simmons, two 
names that are synonymous with conflict, 
confusion and total disorder. 

The Jan. 19, 1976 incident is another 
situation that was diabolically created by 
these two men, and it ultimately endangered 
the lives of many, many people, this is not 
to mention the mountain of lies purposefully 
told to the news media and public by State 
officials; to incite, horrify, mislead and 
confuse the public, all this was done 
knowingly and maliciously to help perpetrate 
the M.C.U. lie that they had created and to 
date, they are still telling lies, to help patch 
over the previous lies that were told, and in 
each lie, one can read the contradictions. 
Since the arrival of Alan R. Hoffman and 
Company, there has been nothing but 
conflict, confusion and trouble, and many of 
us can support this claim with documented 
evidence, suffice us to say that Alan 
Hoffman and his gang are bent on the total 
destruction of as many people that they can 
get into their web, and each and everyday, 
the situation becomes more and more 
critical. 

We have become fully cognizant of the 
dangers of this Klan and we totally and 
relentlessly support Mr. Don Marshall and 
the members of the Correctional Staff that 
want Alan R. Hoffman removed from T.S.P., 
that conditions will retrogress and 
deteriorate to such a level that another 
Attica will be created, and that the Hoffman 
regime must be put to a swift end. 

We support the immediate appointment of 
qualified Black personnel within T.S.P., to 
administrative and higher Correctional 
positions. At present, with a population of 
89 percent black, its only (1) black capt. at 
T.S.P., no black Lt.'s and none of the black 
officers, with more experience and qualifi
cations than Alan R. Hoffman, in any 
administrative positions. All of these top 
postions are held by men from other 
institutions while the qualified officers who 
have been working at T.S.P. are constantly 
and systematically looked over. 

We ask that Capt. R. G. Simmons be 
immediately removed from T.S.P., becausehe 
has re-established his own personal "Goon 
Squad" and he is directly responsible for 
many of the problems that presently exist 
at T.s.P. and since his arrival the number of 
beatings has been on the increase and he is 
very instrumental in creating these 
problems. 

We support Don Marshall in asking 
Commissioner Klein to reconsider her 
previous position in removing Alan R. 
Hoffman, her statement is true concerning 
his incompetency, we ask that she not allow 
herself to be intimidated or threatened when 
a serious decision has to be made, and the 
T.S.P. decision is a very serious issue at 
stake. 

We ask that Donald Tucker be appointed 
Supt. of T.S.P. Mr. Tucker has the back
ground, experience and ability to work with 
both Correctional Staff and prisoners fairly, 
and can create a healthy and congenial 
atmosphere for all concerned. If Mr. D. 
Tucker refuses the job, then as alternatives 
the Commissioner consider the qualified 
personnel here at the prison. H. Jackson, 
D. Marshall, A. Turner and others. 

We want an independent investigation into 
T.S.P., immediately, into the many allega
tions concerning T.S.P. past and present, 
and that this group be formed by people 
unattached with the Dept. of I&A, State 
and local Government, the Governors Office 
and Affiliates. A Bi-Partisain Group. 

Dear Friend, 

Trenton State Prison has long been known 
as one of the most archaic prisons still 
functioning in the United States, a Bastille 
in the 20th Century. However, this winter 
authorities have taken steps to change the 
make-up of Trenton State Prison - Backward 
Steps! 

Following an altercation involving a small 
group of prisoners the entire prison popula
tion was placed in total lock-up for weeks, 
denied at first decent food, showers, visits, 
work, school, clean linens or even an 
opportunity to properly clean their cell. 
Gradually some of these were brought back 
for most of the population and the prison 
was opened again, opened with new rules, 
regulations and statuses that regressed the 
prison years and in cases, decades. 

When men began discussing these changes 
during their yard recreation period the 
entire prison population was again locked 
up. When this lock-up period ended it 
ended only for a portion of the prison. 
Administrators had designated Seven Wing, 
the largest wing in the prison with a 
capacity of over 300, as the "Management 
Control Unit" (sic). A permanment lock-up 
unit, ultra maximum confinement within 
maximum security prison. 

Almost overnight men had achieved lock 
up status simply because they were 
unfortunate enough to already be housed in 
seven wing. Many of them have remained 
there ever since. These men have 
committed no infraction nor has anyone 
alleged that they have. They were given 
no hearing. There are men in this group 

with minimum custody status. One day 
they are working outside the walls of 
Trenton State Prison in the community and 
the next day they are in lock-up, without 
having done anything. 

Men in Seven Wing have been arbitrarily 
and unnecessarily denied rights and 
priviledges accored to the rest of the men 
in the institution. They have had their cells 
torn apart and shelves taken. Moreover, 
they are denied recreation, school programs 
and the right to work and earn credits from 
their sentences. 

The only redress for these men and the 
prison poplation is through our Court 
system. A class action civil suit has been 
filed in the Federal Court but civil attornies 
are badly needed to prosecute this action, 
and attornies cost money. 

We are calling on all of you to help us 
financially in this action. An uncontested 
arbitrary usurption of our Constitutional 
Rights is a giant step against the rights of 
everyone. We need your support now. 
Checks can be made payable to the Inmate 
Legal Associate at the below address. 
Donations are tax deductable. Thank You. 

Yours in Freedom 

Yours in Freedom 

INMATE LEGAL ASSOCIATION 

KEN ROBERTS 

Mail Contributions to: 

INMATE LEGAL ASSOCIATION 
THIRD & FEDERAL STREET 
TRENTON* NEW JERSEY 08625 

NEW JERSEY DAILY NEWSPAPER 
WOMEN SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST 

FOR WOMEN INTERESTED INPURSUING 
ACAREER IN DAILY NEWSPAPERS 

WOMEN!! Are you serious about a journalistic 
career in daily newspaper work? 

Are you a New Jersey resident who will be a 
junior or senior majoring in journalism, 
communications or English at a New Jersey 
College in 1976-77? 

is there a definite finanaal need in order for 
you to continue your studies? 

If th ese qualifications apply to you, then you 
are eligible to become a candidate in the New 
Jersey Daily Newspaper Women's annual 
scholarship contest. 

The winner will receive a $500 schola-ship 
which will be sent to the appropriate 
department of her school to be used for tuition 
for the 1976-77 school year. 

Applicants should send name and address, 
biography, information about journalistic 
experience Of any), grades, awards, plus proof of 
finanaal need (statement from a financial officer 
of col lege), samples of her work, and a letter of 
recommendation from her student advisor to: 

AAs. P am Rallis, Scholarship Chairman 
23 Myrtle Ave. 

Dover, New Jersey 07801 
(201-361-5110) 
(Call if you have any questions) 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: May 31, 
1976 
Winner will be notified by mail on June 15,1976 
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All students that plan on taking Co-op 
during the Summer, 1976 are reminded that 
they must register for the appropriate Co-op 
course during the summer session registra
tion periods: May 3 - 14, 27 - 28, and June 
1. All applications must be complete to 
register. 

Co-op is seeking applicants preferably from 
H.P.E and Recreation for position at 
Chestnut Lake Camp Ground near 
Smithville, New Jersey for the Summer of 
1976. Please contact Co-op 367 HH or 
phone 771-2161 NOW. 

Co-op is seeking applicants, especially 
H.P.E.R., for a variety of positions at Schiff 
Scout Reservation, Mendham, NJ - (BSA) 
for the summer and/or Fall, 1976. Approx. 
starting salary $2.30/hour plus room and 
board. Interested students should sign up 
in 367 HH. 

Got a summer job - make it work for you. 
Contact the Center for Cooperative 
Education on the possibility of having your 
job certified for Co-op credit. With faculty 
approval and supervision your summer job 
could work for you as a learing experience 
while you earn 6 credits. Come to Co-op 
367 HH. 

$100 SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARDED TO 
SEE ANY 
ALPHA SOR 

.CATIONS MA 
PUB. 

OR SENIOR 
ALPHA KAPPA 

OR APPLI-
UP IN THE 

[OLARSHIP WILL BE AWARDED AT 
ANNUAL AWARD'S DAY IN MAY 

ON TH URSDAY, MAY 6th, MA. 
Audtieen Balloted ofi ESSENCE 
MAGAZINE will conduct the 
inaugutiation o the newly 
fio timed Black and Latin 
Student Union o {, T tienton 
State College. The inaug-
utiation mil be held at 
4:30 P.M. In the Geotige 
Jackson (Black) Room. 

THE BROTHERS OF OMEGA PSI PHI 
FRATERNITY INC. HILL HAVE 
THEIR ANNUAL CABARET ON SA TURDAY 
MAY 8th IN PHELPS HALL. THE 
FEATURED BAND HILL BE TH E KAY-GEES. 
FOR TICK ETS, SEE ANY BROTHER O F 
OMEGA. 

UHURU SA SA 

PRESENTS 

THE AJILE DANCERS 

IN CONCERT 

"DAMALI" 

ALSO FEATURING 

SPIRIT OF KIMANTHI 

KENDALL AUDITORIUM 

MAY 7, 1976 

8:00 PM 

ADMISSION: FREE 

Co-op is seeking qualified applicants for 
positions with Alliance Theatre Company of 
Atlanta, Ga. to work as technical appren
tices during the Spring, 1977. Interested 
students can get an early jump on applica
tions by coming to 367 HH. 

Co-op is seeking candidates preferably 
Liberal Arts Majors for positions with the 
U.S. Social Security Administration - Access 
Program in Trenton. Access will pay 
tuition and fees as well as salary (starting 
$7,102 - $7,976 per year) for TSC co-ops. 
Apply in 367 HH now. An Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Program. 

Co-op is seeking applicants for six positions 
with the Bancroft School, Adult Summer 
Camp Program, Haddonfield, NJ for 
Summer, 1976. Majors preferred are Art 
(Therapy), Psychology, Special Education, 
H.P.E.R., etc. Starting salaries: $150, 
$300, $400/ month plus room and board. 
Sign up in 367 HH NOW! 

AO Students that plan on 
taldng Co-op during the sum
mer, 1976 are reminded that 
they must register for the 
appropriate Co-op course 
during the summer session 
registration periods: May. 
3-14, 27-28, and June 1. AO 
applications must be complete 
to register. 

P-FUNK 

DISCO 

TRENTON STATE COLLEGE 

MAY 7th 

10 - TIL 

PHELPS HALL 

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 

LEARNING BY SHARING 

TRENTON COLLEGE 

rUIHMVW pM WUIPl M WVP0 
wHh iht world m your compua . 
••mo tlx credits ptr twiunr of co-op 
B¥*ll*m> to *M Hmrlintt 

CONTACT THE 

CENTER FOR 

COOPERATIVE 

EDUCATION 

Co-op is seeking applicants 
for work in the office of U. S. 
Senators Clifford Case [R-NJ] 
in Washington, DC for Fall, 
1976. 

Interested students should 
sign up and get applications in 
367 Holman Hall. NOW!!! 

TO THE SORORS OF DELTA SIGMA THETA • 
SORORITY, INC, I.B. 'MAIN ATTRACTION' • 
LINE: HAPPY SECOND ANNIVERSARY • 

Congradulat ions to Ms. Brenda Jenkins for 
I winnin g in thfe 'Best Overall Act' category of the 
CUB sponsored talent show last. Friday Ms 

' Jenkins sang "Home" from TH E WHIZ, Theme 
.from MAHOGONY and "Inseperable." She 
' received $20 and a ribbon as prize 
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DOG SHOW 

Mi fee N ixon enlightened the au.die.ncz on the history 
o I Omega. His words, " Iriendship is essential to 
the soul", was a statement to make you r eally think. 
Aj[tea the speech the lights went out and the "dogs" 
got down. There was an outstanding display ol mat
ching and song lead by Kenny Herbert. Alvin Linton 
introduced his brothers. They axe: Kenny Hexbext, 
Mike Nixon, John King, Lennon Register, James Mahan, 
Morris Brown, and Dennis I/ision. During the second 
hall ol the show the "dogs" presented the "Lords" 
with some well-exacted gilts that they made. We 
would like to say congratulations to all the new 
brothers ol Omega Vs i Phi fraternity Inc. 

On Wedne sday, April li, 197bthere was a block show 
held in Kendall Hall that turned the place out. It 
was the "DOG SH OW" ol Omega Psi Phi fraternity Inc. 
Iota Gamma C hapter here at Trenton State College. 

Some may say, "what's a dog show?" It's a show 
which consists ol young men who have a desire to 
become men o l Omega. These young men thr ough ass
ociation with brothers ol Omega learn about the 
Iratexnity. This all helps them on their long jou
rney to Omega la nd. Through their show, they hope 
to have shown their willingness to help one another 
and their lellow brothers and sisters. 

The show started out with a very slow march. This 
march captivated the entire hall. During the march 

PHOTOS BV CONNIE SM ITH 



COUNTDOWN AT KUS1NI 
Delta sorority underwrites a million dollar movie about revolution in Africa 
T HE IX'tt llt f-lw-1 1..V. . 11. r T"L h? T. i y irsed 

h is father to exP'ain Why in all the 
« ales he read about lions fighting men the lions always lost Sm l 
patiently, the father explained: "Son, in all those state thT- l ions ne 

werfdeSd to be T"' thcy'T" h°"'* W'ite'" In sh ort< tlle lions 
they wtrabfe so nelf'T ' thf, imaSe ^ays besmirched until ey were able somehow, to control the telling of their storv 

Similarly, Delta Sigma Theta sorority concluded two years ago that 

heZr TgC ̂  ge"erally W°U,d remai" negative until blacks 
d ^selves finance, write, direct and produce honest films Xut the 

n If lXP<nCnCe' g,ant steP 111 that direction is the Delta-conceived Delta-commissioned Delta-fin me,.rl n n , co»cxivtd. 
Countdown At Kusini a recentlv '"supPorted. Delta-executed 

— -

In Countdown At Kusini, 
a film about a revolution 
in a fictitious African 
country, Ossie Davis in 
the role of the revolu
tion's architect, holds 
secret meeting (I. at 
right) with a fellow rev
olutionary. Below, 
Buby Dee, portraying a 
passionate supporter of 
the revolution, is served 
a poisoned beverage by 
a counter-revolutionary 
agent in the guise of a 
waiter during a meeting 
with a white sympa
thizer. Below right, an 
American jazz musician 
(Greg Morris) becomes 
involved with Miss Dee 
and, consequently, with 
the revolution. Distrib
uted by Columbia Pic
tures, Countdown was 
scored by African gold 
record winner Maim Di-
bango, noted for his 
multi-million selling 
record, Soul Mahossa. 

icsc ladies got behind us, in front of us, beneath us and above us 
supporting us all the way through ," Davis reports. "This film cost me 
substantia sums which I would not have invested had it not been 
tor the ladies. 

Under the presidency of Mrs. Lillian Benbow, Michigan's forceful 
cmctor of affirmative action in housing, the Deltas had organized a 
National Arts and Letters Commission in 1973 to plan artistic projects 
that woidd help enhance the much-maligned black image. Countdown 
At Kusini which depicts dedicated black revolutionaries in Fahari 
a mythical African country, destroying the last vestiges of colonialism,' 
was o be the Commission's first major artistic venture. Initially esti
mating a .$600,000 budget (it would eventually reach .$1.2 million) 
Us Benbow, the film's executive producer, proposed that the Deltas 

match their convictions with their money, that the more than 503 Delta 
chapters in 4o states, the Virgin Islands and Liberia each donate at least 
$LOO0 a nd that the Delta's more than 85,000 sorors each contribute 
*100 to help underwrite the movie. Within 30 days, Delta enthusiasm 
and enterprise which for years had fueled fund-raising drives with 
dances for scholarships and other causes, collected more than $100,000. 

Greg Morris receives at
tention from make-up 
girl Marie Carter. Actor 
Al Freeman Jr. was 
originally east in the 
role played by Morris 
but had to quit the film 
because of previous tele
vision commitments. In 
the film crew (below) 
two young Algerians 
were assigned to the 
American technicians 
for on-the-job training. 



REBIRTH/HIDDEN 

COUNTDOWN AT KUSINI Cont inued 
then nickeled and dimed the pool up to $700,000. The funds were 
funneled through D.S.T. Telecommunications Inc., a Delta subsidiary 
set up to comply with legal regulations against non-profit organiza
tions making risk-taking investments. 

By April, 1974. Countdown's American and African cast and film 
crew were on location in Lagos. Because the Nigerian film tech
nicians had had only limited experience in feature film-making, 
they received on-the-job training from the American technicians, 90 
percent of whom were black. It seemed at first that the major problem 
would certainly involve nothing more urgent than the translation of 
Nigerian English and American English back and forth. As it turned 
out, however, far more serious problems bedeviled the filming of 
Countdown At Kusini, problems which threatened its completion. 

We had rented first-rate equipment for our cameramen, electricians 
and all the technical people before we left New York," Davis recalls. 
But then oui equipment got lost in flight and we faced the prospect 

of having to delay the beginning of the filming." 
Somehow, crack cameraman Andrew Laszlo secured outdated equip

ment from a Nigerian film unit and shooting began on schedule. Even 
so, the film crew had to postpone filming certain parts of the movie 
script which could not be screened without the missing equipment. 
Inexplicably, the absent cameras, lights and other paraphernalia re-

VOICE 

a vengeance and the film crew had to sit patiently through three- and 
four-dav downpours before completing scenes it had started. With only 
about one-fifth of the movie completed, money ran out. "We decided 
that the best thing to do was to suspend production, return to the U.S. 
and investigate whether it really was possible for us to make our film 
on the $600,000 budget we had had in mind," Davis recalls. 

All along, he had been briefing executive producer Lillian Benbow, 
back in the U.S., about the mounting difficulties. Once when she shared 
these pressing concerns with one of her colleagues, Brooklyn College 
professor and chairman of the Deltas cultural committee, Dr. Jeanne 
Noble, she was told: "Ossie has to come back here with something, even 
if it's nothing more than a film of Ruby walking over the hills reciting 
the alphabet." 

Davis and company returned with a dismal report of their unantici
pated problems to the Deltas and tentative suggestions that the 
movie be abandoned if its $600,000 budget was not drastically revised 
upwards. "We can't stop now," President Benbow declared. "The 
Deltas are involved. They've raised money and for us to go back and 
tell those ladies that we have to call this thing off—even if we gave 
them their money back—would be too devastating. So we're going to 
have to keep on going." 

"Well Lillian, we're going to have to raise some more money," Davis 
counseled. 

"Motapo" (left) leads a fight to liberate his people in Fahari rather than wreak revenge on his oppressors. However, his nephew "Yola," played by Funso Adeolu (right), 
plots to deliver Motapo to a sadistic, white mercenary who seeks to frustrate revolution in the country. The film's story line echoes current events in parts of Africa. 

portedly had been flown to unknown destinations in France, Germany 
and South Africa. But even if the equipment had arrived in Lagos, its 
longest trip could easily have been the 10 miles from Ikeja Airport to 
the movie location, since any morning after 11 the streets became so 
choked with traffic they were practically impassable. Cast and crew had 
to arrange their shooting schedules to allow for the traffic. Cast and 
crew also had to contend with American film equipment which, de
signed for 60-cycle electricity, had to be adapted to the Nigerians' 
50-cycle power supply. 

If such problems were not vexing enough, the ticklish process of 
transferring monies from U.S. to Nigerian banks was much slower 
than anticipated and bills could not always be paid on time. Mean
while, the Nigerian Dept. of Information objected to certain parts of 
the original script of Countdown, featuring jazz musician Red Salter 
(Greg Morris), breezing into Fahari like any average American, help
ing the poor Africans out of their difficulties, then ending up as the 
solo hero. "We'd like for it to be a little more equal," explained a 
Nigerian official. "It's an African revolution and I think the Africans 
can do pretty well in regards to our own welfare." Thus, in the re
written script an African revolutionary sarcastically reminds the Afro-
American hero that he has "been away from Africa for a little while— 
400 years, isn't it?" 

While the upgrading of African roles in Countdown solved some 
problems, others persisted. The Nigerian rainy season blew in with 

"We'll raise it," she replied firmly. "We're dealing with more than a 
film here. We're dealing with an idea. We're dealing with an ambition 
and we're dealing with people who have a belief and a faith. They 
backed that faith up by going in the mattress and getting their five 
and ten dollars and their five and ten hundred dollars and we just 
can't say to those people that we can't make this film. Were too 
committed." 

Later, President Benbow persuaded hair products manufacturer 
George E. Johnson to invest $100,000 in Countdown. Another $100,000 
came from a group of Nigerian businessmen. And so, cast and crew 
regrouped, waited until the end of the Nigerian rainy season and 
returned to Lagos in August, 1974, filming fairly regularly until October. 
"We were still plagued with problems," Davis reports. "This time our 
lost equipment was with us, but the electrical system was unreliable. 
So we hired a generator from the Nigerian film unit. The generator, 
even though it was very, very ambitious and desirous of being helpful, 
was old and somewhat temperamental and there were times when it 
would just quit." 

On the other hand, the film-makers received valuable help from the 
lkoyi Hotel in Lagos, where the crew was housed, from the police 
department which supplied movie extras, from the Nigerian Coast 
Guard which loaned boats for a water scene and from the railroad 
company which made possible the shooting of a running gun battle on 
one of its trains. In short, many people, both in Nigeria and the U.S., 

Dr. Jeanne Noble (loft) is chairwoman of the Delta Arts and Letters Com
mission. Davis is congratulated by Sylvia Dabney (1.), representing Johnson 
Products Company President George E. Johnson, and Mrs. Lillian Benbow. 

extended themselves to make Countdoion At Kusini happen. 
Its final and perhaps most crucial test lay with thousands of 

moviegoers. To expose the film to the largest possible audience, 
the Delta sorority seheduled a world premiere in Detroit, a spe
cial showing at the governor's mansion in Nashville, and pre
mieres in Los Angeles, Boston, Philadelphia, Memphis, New 
Orleans, Oklahoma City, San Francisco, Miami, Cleveland, Chi
cago, St. Louis, Washington, D.C.. and Baltimore in early April. 
Later, the movie will make the rounds of hundreds of other 
American cities. In addition, 10 African countries (some of them 
French speaking), including Nigeria, Liberia, Zaire, Ghana and 
Kenya, were slated for extensive distribution of Countdown. 
Since more than 90 percent of the Deltas are educators, the 
sorority wrote a lesson plan which will enable school teachers to 
use the film to help acquaint their students with African affairs. 
Because of the creative efforts of the Deltas and their budding 
stewardship of the black image in films. Countdown may gross 
an estimated $7 to $10 million. But more important, because of 
these "turlied-on" sisters blacks everywhere can know once again 
what black love and perseverance can produce. 
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"REFLECTIONS" 

For power is powerful 
and might is might, 
but the power by which we 
we destroy others also 
destroys us. 
And the might we use to 
press down others in the 
end presses us down. 

Sweepy 

0 
E  

"SELF" 

As long as I hang onto self, 
I will be asked to give it up. 
But when at last I let go, 
I find I had nothing to let go of. 

Sweepy 

I d edicate this to the friend with whom I cut 
these dolls. 

Paper Dolls 

Distance in Love 

Love is closeness 
when I love you. 
There will be distances 
and separate things will 
happen to you 
and to me. 
But they will not happen 
to one of us alone. 

Sweepy 

foolish, foolish little girl 
who thinks she has to penalize her friends 
because of her own insecurities 
In so doing she drives him farther away... 
Her lust for material value outweighs her need for him. 
But, she cant see the trees for the forest 
Life passes; she continues the cyde 

ii 
Gemini doll hasn't done her homework. 
When will she leam? 
life can only be what you make it and that includes 
love affairs or anything else 
Games aren't to cool, sooner or later the others find out 
and see your smiling face and foul intentions 

iii 
A Raperdoll, sweet F^perdoll 
come to me one eve when you had no where else to stay 
and you tried hard to explain something that no words could say 
and you aded calm and angry at the same time 
I t hink you should know, that I knew why you were 
here... I just never told you so. 

IV 
Trial and error careers 
which hat will it be today? 
watching the passing years 
will something ever oome your way. 

V 
shy, shy one is falling in love with you 
...or perhaps the idea. 
She is a dreamer 
Her mind fills wifh impregnable thoughts of you 
because you don't understand her subdued glances. 
Thus, she remains in the shadows watching. 

VI 
Od dolls just sit on shelves 
You know the kind I mean, 
the ones that you call on once in a while for support 
that are raggedy, perhaps cuddly and remind you of Mom 
Like forgotten mothers, the old doll needs you too! 

Six paper dolls, all very different 
except for one thing. 
They have all become vulnerable to their emotions 
...and it's springtime 

Myra LaVerne Charity 

" I LOVE YOU" 

When I love you 
I accept you as you are. 
Because I love you 
I will rejoice in what 
you come to be. 

Sweepy 

"Black Love" 

Black is beautiful 
Black is soul 
man, 
I feel pitiful to say this all 
he tries to possess 
without declaration 
then expects the best 
of the unknown situation. 

"LOVE' 
Sweepy 

$ 
If I am not loved 
I will not be happy. 
But if I do not love 
I will not be human. 

Sweepy 9 


