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NEW JE RSEY'S PUBLIC S CHOOLS. 

FROM the earliest times to this latest day 
there has been a decided tendency 

in this State toward the bettering of popular 
education. The hardy Dutch settlers in Bergen, 
in Pol us Hoeck and Hackensaek, the English' 
Presbyterians in Newark and the sturdy followers 
of John Fox in Salem and Burlington were all 
determined to advance, as much as possible, the 
cause of the general dissemination of know
ledge. It would he needless here to dwell upon 
the struggles of Englebert Steenhuysen the first 
Jersey schoolmaster and of his little stone school 
at Bergen Square, Jersey City, erected in 1662. 
We need not speak of the struggles ot the 
patriots a century later; nor of the old fashioned 
means of «keepin' skule." This was all the 
preparatory work, if we may use the term for 
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the great event of 1817 when the Legislature of 
the State of New Jersey established a fund for 
free schools. The time had at last come when 
the representatives of the people did a most 
noble act in creating a means whereby the 
constituencies were to be educated. This 
act of the Legislature underwent various 
modifications until in 1846 there was an annual 
appropriation of $80,000. The year previous 
the first State Superintendent was appointed. 
Ten years later, on the 9th day of October, 1855, 
the corner stone of the Normal School was laid 
with appropriate ceremonies. For the support 
ot this school the State gives annually $20,000. 
In 1856 Paul Farnum, a gentleman of large 
means erected the Farnum Preparatory School 
at Beverly, an adjunct to the Normal School and 
under the same general management. A pause; 
the space of thirty years has been passed over. 
The weak and feeble rill of 1817 has grown into 
a mighty river which rolls onward ever increas
ing in power. From a Legislative school fund 
ot $20,000 in 1828 the pecuniary support of our 
public educational institutions to day amounts to 
$3,494,761.89, from which an income of $193,-
096.31 was derived during the past fiscal year, 
lor the maintenance of our excellent system, 
$2,449,051.61 was expended by the townships, 
counties, cities and State, being an increase of 
$35,139,51 over the previous year. From a 
merely nominal sum placed as a value upon a 
few delapidated school houses, our valuation of 
school property has arisen to $6,832,926 an increase 
of nearly $500,000 over that given in the previ
ous report. Time was when it was difficult to 
make a child go to the free school, now children 
between the ages of five and eighteen who attend 
school are shown by the census to number 222,-
317, an increase ot over 5,500. Concerning the 
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teachers in those olden days we would not dare | 
make criticism for fear of disturbing the spirits 
of our ancestors. Suffice to say that at the 
present time there are 818 male preceptors em
ployed in the State while 3,000 female teachers 
wield the rod of scholastic authority. From an 
attendance of 15 in 1855, the Normal School 
now has upon its book 228 pupils. 

What comment, indeed, is necessary upon 
such a magnificent record? What can be said 
of the noble devoted few who planned the system 
and of the many who have perpetuated the design 
and brought it to its present perfection ? Words 
of praise would fail us if we attempted to eulo
gize them, therefore let their deeds speak louder 
in their golden silence. But to the future we must 
look, and there is no danger. The helm is in 
good hands and the good Jersey ship ot popu
lar education shall sail on, ever continuing, as she 
ever has been, a true haven for all those who ce-
sire to better their condition and to be leaders 
among men.  

ANOTHER CH ANGE. 

WE regret exceedingly to make another an
nouncement of a change in the editorial 

board. Ferdinand S. Outcalt, who, while serving 
only one issue, did much for the promotion of the 
interest of the SIGNAL, has accepted a position of 
trust in the Belief Department of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. We hope that fortune may smile upon 
Mr. Outcalt, and that he may successfully exer
cise those talents which made him so prominent 
in the editorial board and so popular in the Tlien-
canic Society. Upon accepting the resignation 
of Mr. Outcalt the office of Assistant Local 
Editor was abolished. 

A LIT TLE C ORRECTION. 

BY a mistake in our March issue we editori
ally gave to the male department of the 

Model School fifty more scholars than there are 
enrolled; or we, in other words, stated that there 
were two hundred and eighty-four names upon 
the books. In justice to ourselves and to the 
State Schools we desire to correct this error. 
The exact number is two hundred and thirty-tour. 

THE GL EE C LUB. 

AFTER many days of patient labor, atter 
o'ercoming many trials and tribulations, the 

singers of the Model School have at last oiguii 
ized themselves into a Glee Club. This is as it 
should he. There always has been, is, and will 
he, talent exhibited in this direction, and it is 
right that such talent should he encouraged. 
This new club is worthy of imitation, and we 
know that the day is not far distant when the 
Normal School will follow our example. 

Glee Club of the Model School, which is, and 
Glee Club of the Normal School, which will be, 
we welcome you. We extend to you our best 
wishes for a successful future, and may your 
voices ever join in melody and in praise of the 
o-ood n ame of your Alma Mater. to 

THE SPRING PO ET A ND H IS P O E T R Y .  

THERE are two things which fill the editorial 
heart with sadness and with woe. The one 

consists in soliciting an advertisement in a Chinese 
laundry, and the other in examing the " copy " ot 
original spring poetry—spelling and all. An ol< 1 
" saw " has it that if one selects between two evils 
he should choose the least. This is our choice. 
Sincerely, we would rather advertise all the Mon
golian laundries in the commonwealth of Jersey 
and "set up" the famous ten thousand charac
ters than to read another line of the result of the 
"poet's eye in fine frenzy rolling." 

Original spring poetry, as tar as onr brief 
acquaintance with the article extends, displays 
three facts. 

pi,.st That those who versify certainlv show 
t h e  originality of their production in the lack of 
true inspiration. 

Secondly—That anyoue who will mix iambic 
pentameter and dactylic trimeter is not favored 
by the muse. 

And lastly—That the rudiments of spelling and 
punctuation should be necessary parts of the early 
education of the bard. 

It is, then, sad that any young man should so 
forget'himself that he must attempt to compose 

I poetry when he has not the first requisite, 
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imaginative and creative genius." How can a 
beardless youth expect to win favor in public 
eyes if he so neglects liis Lindley Murray and 
persists in saying " The birds who sing," and 
spells heart " harte," and talks of " vilet," " roze " 
and " blosome ?" Yet this rising aspirant for fame 
goes about with his hair all a-twist and his eyes 
a awry, and they tell us that he wears a small-
sized coat, because he wishes people to think it is 
an eccentricity of a litterateur. But this is mere 
waste of words. All that we or others may write 
or say will never cause the crop of verdant spring 
poets to grow less. They rise from every nook 
and corner bearing in their hands a manuscript, 
and, in a voice hollow from the effects of an " ach
ing void," they beseech us to examine their 
written thoughts. We have done so and this is 
the result of those examinations. 

WE here take the opportunity of extending our 
thanks to those few exchanges who have been 
kind enough to tell us how to manage the SIGNAL. 

V E have seen a few new Spring bonnets. If 
any young lady desires a frame we have an ad
mirable antique waste basket which can be ob
tained at cost. 

ONE of the talented young editors of the 
Brooklyn " Polytechnic " wears a seven and a half 
hat. \V e are glad to see such evidences of 
genius in college journalism. 

" WAX candles and oil lamps take the place of 
gas in many drawing-rooms," says an exchange. 
VV e are glad that something has been invented 
to take the place of drawing-room " gas." 

THE Wellesly faculty will not allow the youim 
lady students to publish a paper. This is cer
tainly a most cruel edict and comes home to the 
masculine exchange editors with great force. 

V ASSAK is to have a Chair of Matrimony, and 
Professoress Maria Mitchell wants the "dear girls" 
to study surveying. Can the intelligent reader 
see the exquisite dove-tailing of these two state
ments, as it were ? 

THE University of Paris, four hundred years 
ago, was attended by thirty thousand students. 
W e should think it would make the college p 

Sophomore turn green with envy to contem
plate the hazing to the 'Varsity Freshman class 
consisting of about ten thousand men. 

PROFESSOR JOHN AVERY, a noted savant, of Bow-
doin College, is compiling an elaborate dictionary 
of a South Indian language with which, it is said, 
no other American is familiar. Will Professor 
Avery come nearer home and kindly publish a 
dictionary of New England slang so that we 
benignted scholars of New Jersey, will be able 
to read our " culchawed" exchanges from the 
land of pies and Puritans ? 

THE Hellenic word for hash is « Lapodotemach-
oselachogaleokramoleipsauodrimupotrimmatosil-
pheoparaomelitokatokeclummenokichlepirossup-
hophottoperisteralektruonopfegephalokigkopela-
lolagoosiraiobaletragouopterugan." Thecontinu-
ationofthisinterestingstorywillbefoundinourMay-
numberforsalebyallnewsdealers. 

IN a recent issue of one of our most promi
nent college exchanges we notice an entire 
column devoted to informing an impatient public 
concerning the time during which the men would 
train for base ball and rowing. We failed to 
notice a column, or even a line, about the Latin 
nine and their progress in Tacitus, or the scien
tific crew and their training in chemistry. No 
comment is necessary. 

cfioof Matter^. 
Ode to the Cloak Room Looking Glass. 
H, ancient mirror, with thy fly-specked frame 

How oft we girls do at thee take a look. 
For many, many years you've been the same 

Hung dim and dusty on the self-same hook' 
And yet all seem to love thee and to try 

To see as much of thee as may be seen. 
T<il1ru le.! tel1 me' what's the reason why— 

Why is it all the maidens toward thee lean ? 
Alas! it is too true, thou art so dim 

Our imperfections we can never see; 
You flatter every fault and every whim, 

And that is why we like to gaze on thee. 
Miss DEVOTION. 

[We admire your thought; we admire your 
)em, oh fair but unknown contributor.]—EDS. 
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Decorative Art. 

IT must be a Flat Head Indian whose head is of 
the most uncompromising flatness, that does 

not ornament his tepee in some degree. From 
the time of the cave dwellers, the habitations of 
men have, no doubt, had the regulation cliromo 
suspended upon their walls. 

It would be no uninteresting study to trace 
the development of household decorative art 
from dried scalp locks, ornamenting the humble 
wickeup to the $45,000 Breton decorating the 
palace of the modern millionaire. Somewhere 
in this line of evolution belong the nightmare 
wall papers of average pattern, much of the bric-
a-brac of common use, and the things of crazy 
quilt rivalry that decorate the rooms ot the mod
ern student. 

It is enough to make a. man sit down on his 
own head to see the wild-eyed chromos that tor
ture one in these rooms; and the lithographs are 
something to make the very stones cry out. 

Wc commend, however, the general good 
taste displayed in room ornamentation in our 
Young Men's Hall. Of their furniture and car
pets they had no choice, but they have no reason 
to criticise unfavorably the choice of others 
touching these. Their pattern, quality and 
finish are superior. The wall paper is, to say 
the best we can, " neat, but not gaudy," and we 
may add, not expensive. We shall pay a passing 
tribute to a few rooms taken as specimens. 

Harmony in color has in general been pre
served in selecting curtains, tables and bureau 
covers, but in some instances, for pictures any
thing with color, if only there were enough of 
color, has been seized, supposedly upon the modi
fied legend— 

" No pent up Utica contracts our powers; 
For what we want, we'll grab and call it ours." 

Boom No. 3 presents modest adornment accom
panied with pains-taking order. The hanging 
shelf is artistically draped. Neatness is here a 
characteristic element. 

Room No. 4 has a curtain dolce far niente ap
pearance, so to say. The curtains and the table 
covers harmonize with the furniture, but the birds, 
in the nest on the "splasher" are impossible 

birds; they ought to tumble into the water 
pitcher, and this they are likely to do nest and 
all. We may add that the bouquet defies botany. 

Room No. 5 has a trifle more of display, still 
a balance of effects is maintained and the unities 
are preserved. The atmosphere of this room is 
of genial surroundings and home-like comfort. 

Room No. 17. Here's richness! The first im
pression is that we are at a business card exhibi
tion, but inspection tells us this is too wide a 
conclusion. The whole lot—and we judge there 
are 40,000—are theatrical and tobacco advertise
ments.1 The show is unique besides being a 
" dead give away." There is a lack ot harroonv 
here by reason of the presence of two or three 
ornaments of commendable merit and reason
ably good taste. 

Room No. 32 has a goodly number of pretty 
knick-knacks from friends at home, and a choice 
collection of dried cat skins pinned upon the 
wall. 

Rooms No. 28 and D may be taken collectively 
and thus end our list this time. They contain 
more than the average of objets de vertti. The 
general local color is gratifying; the feeling is 
one of kindly reception and entertaining hospi
tality. 

All the grain in this field has not hecn garnered 
here—we may glean again. 

" Life and Times of Robert Burns." 

TO write of Robert Burns is the fitting work of 
a Dr. French; to write of Dr. French de

mands the facile pen of a Burns, who might say 
of him as he lid of the Earl of Buchan : 

" Praise from thy lips, 'tis mine with joy to boast; 
They best can give it who di serve it most." 

When one can imprison in cold type the actual 
murmur of a mountain stream, the rush of waters 
in a swelling flood, the mellow haze of an October 
day, the song of a bird or the solemn grandeur 
of a coming storm, one may hope to embod\ in 
mere pallid and nerveless narration, the living 
force, beauty, grace and o'er-topping honesty of 
Dr. French's masterly estimate of and tribute to 
Robert Burns. 
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Those who heard Dr. French would despise 
the dry, meagre and deformed image of his lec
ture that could be presented in these pages, and 
those who did not hear him might as well—to use 
a flippant figure—expect to obtain all the gusta
tory pleasure to he derived from a well-ordered 
dinner from the reading of a cook book as to ex
pect to find in any report the wealth of imagery 
and the radiant gems of thought which the lec
turer scattered with more than oriental magnifi
cence. 

It were a pity that in the quantitative or quali
tative analysis of criticism we have no well de
fined atomic equivalents. In the chemistry of 
the natural world we expect two operations by 
different and competent analysts to agree in their 
results of constituent elements. 

The analysis of a man's moral and intellectual 
worth, taken during his life-time, is sometimes 
very far from the. value set upon them fifty or 
one hundred years after his death. The tendency 
of time to eliminate the x's and the y'sofevil 
from the estimate of the erratic sons of genius is 
perhaps too freely displayed. However this may 
be, the faults of Burns did not escape at the hands 
of Dr. French, but their reprehension was 
couched in terms dictated by good taste and 
judgment. Let it subserve or not organizations 
as such, surely it harmonizes with our bet-
tei impulses to take a fair inference concerning 
the foibles of the world's great helpers, from 
Goethe's lines : 

"Who never eat with tears his bread, 
Who never through night's heavy hours 

Sat weeping on his lonely bed— 
He knows you not, ye heavenly powers !" 

For our own part we are willing at this distance 
to take this inference concerning our poet to ex
press, in conclusion ot this phase of his life, the 
hope that the inculpating report rendered upon 
his weaknesses met the same fate as was that of 
my uncle Toby's oath—" The accusing spirit which 
flew up to heaven's chancery with the oath blushed 
as he gave it in, and the recording angel, as he 
wrote it down, dropped a tear upon the word, and 
blotted it out forever." 

Let us not seem deficient in praise of the bard 
while we offer an inadequate acknowledgement 
of our debt to his eulogist. 

\\ ith deferential and apologetic pen we pre
sume to write of a master in diction and a model 
in style. Our lecturer moves on rapid pinion; 
his words are shafts winged with fire; his pen is 
another Ithuriel's spear, which, when sin is dis
closed to his view, as Milton's Satan, 

" Squat like a toad close at the ear of Eve," 

has not only a " touch of celestial temper," but 
also an unapproachable delicacy and a sure direc
tion to its mark. 

We believe that Dr. French has produced an 
estimate and a criticism of Robert Burns which 
stands unequalled and unrivalled ; and he has 
done this with a wealth of diction copious, flex
ible and felicitous, with an imagination nurtured 
in a strong emotion, with a fancy of lightness 
and freedom, with a strength of thought which 
we compare to the severe music of the adagio 
movement in a classial composition, and more 
than all, with a sincerity of purpose which 
envelopes the speaker and illumes his subject. 

In Dr. French's delivery one sees nervous 
power of great tension, sharp and telling action 
compelled by concise thought and fervent feeling 
and an element that cannot be catalogued in de
tail an inspired and inspiring personality. 
These qualities have conspired when time, place 
and occasion have co-operated as upon his deliv
ery of that great oration, " The Divinity of Man," 
last Commencement, to render him a seer around 
whose brow plays the lambent flame of divine 
recognition and whose poetic insight reaches out 
to inspiration and carries its possessor up to the 
bright edge of apocalyptic vision. 

It must be that this lecture on Robert Burns, so 
easily first of its class, must promote the culture 
of our students. Our debt is not to be paid in 
these columns—only acknowledged. Our growth 
in English composition, and in elocutionary ex
cellence, however profitable to us, will be 110 less 
pleasing to the author of this lecture; in this 
growth lies our partial discharge of the debt we 
owe to Dr. French. 
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Mr. Sterling's New Catalogue. 

^'fTMiUE merit is everywhere recognized." 
X This old saying has never been more 

strongly verified than recently, when Mr. Ster
ling issued the fourth edition of his catalogue ot 
United States stamps. Since the day ot issue 
copies have constantly been in demand, until at 
present this edition is exhausted. This unprece
dented success led Mr. Sterling to issue his fifth 
edition during the last days of March. A copy , 
lies before us. We once thought the fourth to 
be perfection; we must say that the fifth is 
superior in every way. Among important and 
valued additions is a full descriptive list of the 
stamps of the Confederate States, which list cer
tainly reflects great credit to the compiler. W e 
wish Mr. Sterling the best of success, and hope 
that his enterprise will be rewarded. 

The Fifth Lecture of the Course. 

AMONG Jersey's most famous orators and 
rhetoricians of the present day, no one occu

pies a higher place in the public mind than the 
Hon. A. A. Hardenbergh, of Jersey City. There
fore when it was announced that upon the even
ing of the 18th of March, he would deliver his 
lecture upon the subject of " Unwritten History," 
it was no wonder that the Model Chapel was 
crowded with one of the most attentive and appre
ciative audiences of the season. For an hour Mr. 
Hardenbergh held his auditors in rapt attention 
as he presented before them rich gems which he 
himself had gathered in the mines of literature. 
In his introduction, brief allusion was made to 
the comparatively illustrious few whose names 
have been carved upon the pillar ot fame.^ The 
doings of these were matters of written history. 
From a retrospect of their lives he turned to the 
unwritten history of the many noble ones whose 
charitable and self-sacrificing actions, though 
done in the darkness of popular indifference, shall 
at some time be revealed in light. The patient, 
painstaking teacher in an obscure country school 
house, leading her little band in the paths of 
knowledge was the lecturer's first illustration ot 
a life in the biographies of unwritten history. 

The nobility of the soldier, who when horrid war 
had raised his grizzled front, obeyed the call to 
arms, died unhonored and unsung upon the battle 
field so that his country might live, calls forth 
words of highest admiration. The thousands ot 
Cornelias of Ame ica who offered their jewels 
to war; the patient, quiet, forbearing clergyman, 
who like a shepherd tends his flock by the waters 
of truth ; the unknown academic teacher laboring 
night and day to solve the great problems which 
disturb the learned—these are prominent figures 
in life's unwritten history. The trials of Dorothea 
Dix, that noble woman who tried to relieve the con-
dition of the maniacs, were touchingly spoken of 
by Mr. Hardenbergh. The nobility of the business 
man who toils to support a large family ; the self-
sacrificing widow with the little ones dependent 
upon her support; the hospital nurse with kind 
words and willing acts to better the condition of 
the sick or relieve the dying; the Sunday school 
teacher striving to teach her class to lead lives ot 
peace and love—these are they whose acts make 
our unwritten histories. His peroration abounded 
111 me taphor and simile and was, in truth, one of 
the finest pieces of English composition ever 
delivered in this city. 

(gJorvtri'Butior^. 

The Spirit of the Mountain. 

ONCE I stood upon the rugged slope of a 
mountain. Far overhead the fleecy clouds, 

like banks of driven snow, were piled upon the 
field of Heaven. Beneath my feet the jagged, 

j st orm-beaten rocks were gilded by the setting 
sun. The wild wind whistled free among the 
peaks, and the few stray bits of hillside flora 
crouched beneath his cruel blasts. Darkness was 
settling o'er the face of the earth, and with the 
darkness came silence most profound, broken only 
by the roar of the mighty god Hlolus. Night 
drew on. Toward the east the moon, riding re
splendent in her glory through the heavens, had 
just appeared above the crown of a neighboring 
mountain. The stars peeped one by one from 
the sky, and, as day faded, shone with unwonted 
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brightness. The great hills and the yawning val
leys, black with night, added to the impressive-
ness of the scene. The earth held her peace. I, 
alone, stood yet upon the mountain side. The 
wierdness and solemn stillness of the scene held 
me. I essayed to descend, hut some invisible 
power restrained. Spell-bound and fascinated I 
watched the brilliant moon, the starry sky, the 
black and awful hills; but they changed not.' As 
I gazed a deep mist rolled over the mountain. 
Thicker and thicker grew the mass of vapor. My 
view was fast becoming obscured, and the nearby 
rocks assumed fantastic shapes. Suddenly tlirou Mi 
the depth of the mist, a dim figure passed by. 
Then I fell into a trance. How long I so re
mained I know not, but upon awakening, there 
on the " finger of the heart " was a plain broad 
ring of gold, upon which was engraved these 
words: " Annulus * tibi * est * Eris * A * Q 
* hominibus." Startled, and in a quaking terror, 
I examined closely the words upon the nocturnal 
gift, and pondered on the manner of its giving. 
By the bright light of the moon, for the mist had 
passed away, I endeavored to discover the mean
ing of the strange words. Each collection of 
vowels, consonants or syllables, as the case might 
be, was separated from the preceding collection 
by a star. Each letter, though small, stood out 
boldly and distinctly, while the Greek were in 
actual has relief. " This came," thought I, « from 
the Spirit ot the Mountain, the famous sprite who 
comes in the mist." Then I fell to speculating 
concerning these supernatural events. But the 
more I speculated the less I actually knew. By-
dint of close application I made out the meaning 
thus : « This ring belongs to you. You will be 
the Alpha and Omega of men." To say that I 
was surprised when I made this discovery in no 
way expresses my feelings. I comprehended the 
words "this ring belongs to you," but that I 
should be called the " Alpha and Omega of men," 
put me in sad mental straits. Never before had 
mediocre talents been given such prominence. 
The moonlight cast ghostly shadows over the tall 
r°?,k.8' At Iast what 1 tlie" supposed to be a 
childish mental creation took form. " Try a 
charm," said I to myself, muttering a few words 

of a medeaeval rhyme which I had learned many 
years before. I turned the ring thrice upon my 

ngei. Scarcely had I done so when came great 
changes. 

I left the mountain and was wandering in a 
fair and fertile valley. Adown the hillsides came 
a roaring waterfall with its beauteous silver spray 
changing in the beams of the morning sun. 
Birds of superb plumage flitted from the branches 
ot the palms which grew by the side of the 
waters. In the center of the valley was a cottage, 
seemingly uninhabited. Around the door grew 
all the plants needful for man's subsistanee. As 

approached the hut there came from a nearby 
bower an old man bent with years and leaning 
on a staff. 6 

Bidding him good morrow, I said: "IIow 
pleasant it must be to live here from one year's 
end to another. Is this your home ?" The words 
had scarcely passed my lips when the beautiful 
carpet of grass became a barren wilderness, the 
pleasant cascade fell no more over the rocks; 
the plants and palms turned to masses of dead 
matter covered with horrid creeping things; the 
mountain sides were burnt with a fierce heat and 
all animated life fell dead. At my feet lay the 
body of the aged one. But, from the midst of 
desolation, there arose a spirit of beauty and 
power which said, « What you have seen signifies 
the dissolution and destruction of created mattter 
upon this earth. [, the representative of man 
am immortal and shall live throughout eternity."' 

(Continued in next number.) 

College Cheers. 

AS " the carpenter is known by his chips," so 
may the college student be known by his 

cheer. This practice of cheering is a custom 
peculiar to America and England in its inception 
and perpetuation, and is not found to any extent 
in other parts of the globe. Here in the United 
States every college that pretends to be a colleo-e 
has its distinguishing "yell." 

In our own State, Princeton holds a high place 
in the popular mind. Cheering is common there; 
no successful feat in college athletics, 110 ho nored 
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observance of a college custom, that does not 
have a termination in a long " 'Kah! 'rah . rah . 
S-s-s-s Boom! Ah-h-h!" given with great gusto. 
Old Rutgers, equally as famous as Princeton, as 
" 'Rah! 'rah! 'rah! Bow-wow-wow !" South 
Jersey people can occasionally hear " Oo-rah. 
oo-rah! oo-rah! Penn-syl-va-ni-a!" as the gentle 
Western breeze wafts from Philadelphia to Cam
den the cherry sounds of the University of Penn
sylvania cheer. Yale gives, with a sharp em
phasis on each word, the following: " Rah. rah 
'rah'" while Harvard, the college ol special 
courses and New England "culchaw," honor 
their Alma Mater with the same cheer that one 
hears at Yale, only it is given with a stronger 
and fuller emphasis on the first " rah . _ Cor-
Cor-Cornell! I yell! Cor-nell!" explains itself, 
while the college boys of Columbia, noted tor 
their powerful lungs, shout themselves hoarse 
with " Hurray! hurray! hurray ! C-o-l-u-m-b-i-a 
In New York City are two colleges of note, the 
one the " College of the City of New York," the 
other the " University of New York." The for-
mer have for their cheer, " 'Rah ! rah ! ia 1 
C ! N.! Y.!" while the latter make lite miser
able for the property owners near the college 
with a famous "N.! Y.! U.! S-s-s-s-t! Boom-m ! 
Ah-h-h !" Warren county farmers say that corn 
will stop growing when the La Eayette College 
boys at Easton " get off" their commencement 
cheer of " Hurrah ! hurrah ! hurrah ! hurrah . 
Tiger!" La Fayette 'Varsity men at Lehigh, not 
far away, awake the echoes in the Pennsylvania 
hills with " 'Rah-'rah! rah-'rah! L. U.! L. U. 
Wesley and Union both have the " descriptive 
cheer "'Rah! 'rah! Wes-ley-an !" and " 'Rah ! 
'rah !' 'rah! TTu-i-on!" To this class may be 
added Williams and Trinity. The first of these 
is quite euphonic and brings with it suggestions 
of the "Mikado," "'Rah! 'rah! 'rah! Will-
yums! yums! yums!" " Trin-i-ty ! Trin-i-ty !" 
also has a pleasing sound. Amherst boys have 
already awakened a dead language in their cheer, 
"'Rah !'rah ! 'rah! Am-her-egt-i-a !" Hamilton 
is content with " Ham-il-ton! Z-z-zip-'rali! 
Boom !" Bowdoin boys phonetically, in then-
cheer, spell the name of their college thus— 

« B-o-d-o-i-n ! 'Rah ! 'rah ! 'rah ?" Zoologically 
inclined is Brown, with "Rah! 'rah! 'rah! 
Tio-er!" while last upon the list is Dartmouth & 
lung destroyer, in the shape of " Rah . rah . 
'rah ! Wah-hoo-wali!" CESSATOR. 

©JfioAe l^oco. 
Miss Irene Crawford is now residing in Phila

delphia. 
We welcome among us Miss Iliner and Mr. 

Da Coster. 
William II. Apgar is attending the High School 

in this city. 
Miss Edna Voorhees is attending school at home 

iu Elizabeth, N. J. 
John C. Green is a student in the Green Foun

dation School at Lawrenceville. 
Miss Bessie Newbold, class of '85, has been 

spending the Winter in Philadelphia. 
Ingersoll, of the Model, has for two years held 

an important and trusted position in the State 
Senate. 

Newark has been the abiding place of Miss 
Cora Putnam, of the Normal, during the past 
Winter. 

In the sciences of zoology and chemistry Chas. 
P. Lawshe is distinguishing himself by personal 
research. 

Miss Lillie Smith, of the Model, is enjoying 
life at her pleasant home in West Creek, Cape 
May county. 

I11 a prominent business college in Philadelphia 
John Rambo, Jr., is learning the art of successful 
financiering. 

Certainly all miss Will Kester, and yet we are 
glad to hear that fortune smiles upon him in the 
classic shades of Bordentowu. 

Mr. Whitfield Mundv, formerly connected with 
the Normal School, is now teaching in Middlesex 
county. He visited the boarding halls a few days 
since. 
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Miss Annie Hargous, of Saint Hilda's Insti
tute, spent her Spring vacation with Trenton 
friends. 

Mr. B. H. Berkaw, of Model School class of 
'80, was married on February 3d last to Miss 
Bessie C. Abel, of Flemingtou. 

Air. Alfred G-. Lee, a student in the Model 
during the late war, is now in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, as proprietor of the " Salt Lake Forward
ing Company." 

Joseph Magowan, formerly Business Manager 
of the SIGNAL, has returned to school after a pro
longed illness. We are glad once more to wel
come him. 

Air. R. L. Allan, who some time since followed 
Horace Greeley's advice and " went West," re
ports that all has gone well with him during the 
past Winter. 

One of the best elocutionists in South Jersev 
is Air. Charles Tomlin, of Cape Alay county. He 
is well known to many of the recent graduates of 
the Normal School. 

Professor, after a forty minutes lecture to a 
Model algebra class—" Now, Mr. D., what does 
all this discussion amount to." Air. D. sleeDilv— 
" Nothing, sir." 

Doctor—" Can you tell how Old Burns was 
when he died ?" 

Answer by senior—" He was rather short of 
breath." 

"Ben Butler" in Mathematical Geography 
says : " Our present moon, or the solar luminary, 
which we nightly see, is situated between Mars' 
and Jupiter." 

A prominent senior recently translated " mens 
parvus equis," " My little horse." 

" You refer, do you not, to your ' pony,' " said 
Professor 8- . 

Mr. Bruyere, formerly of the Normal, now a 
resident of Dakota Territory, looked in the other 
day upon the scene of bis former triumphs. Mr. 
B. mixes successfully farming and teaching in 
that far away home of the blizzard. 

eAiL pey^oQarr] perfineru^. 

" Is this a minute ?" 

A senior, who's father is a physician, wants to 
know if" son of a doctor," is a cuss word. 

Air. B., on his way to botany recitation " I 
expect to meet xMiss F ortune in class to-day." 

A student of natural history translates a portion 
of a Latin fable, "And the lion began to bray." 

Jo writes to a friend—"I am now reading 
Skiler, the great Dutch poet. I am also reading 
him in the original." 

Professor, gazing intently at the senior C class 
—" Those in the class who are absent will please 
rise ?" Then all the class smiled. 

Teacher—" Write the singular and plural of 
molasses." 

Bright boy writes—" Singular, molassis; 
plural, molassisis." 

A young lady reciting in geometry—" I drew 
! the mean line A, B, etc." 

Some one^ else is finding out that there are 
mean things in mathematics. 

Established science must be revised. In a reci
tation this broad statement was recently made: 

The earth has two motions ; one upon its axles, 
ami the other upon the sun." 

1 he question was asked a young ladies' history 
class of the Normal, "What was the spirit of 
76 and one of the innocent creatures replied : 

y> J was New England rum." 

We have long wished for an appropriate name 
for the 1 oung Men's Hall. In view of the "gar
den sass " cultivated in windows and about the 
steam pipes, how would " Succotash Hall" serve ? 

Miss P—, in giving her mental science 
teacher an instance where an event was of less 
importance than the place at which it occurred 
said : ' 

' The Declaration of Independence was made 
at Philadelphia, which city is more important 
than the event." 

Can it be that all girls are not patriotic. 
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$5.00 Reward.—For the apprehension and con
viction of the first person caught in the act of 
making a pun on Mr. Wright's name. 

(Signed) VIGILANCE COMMITTEE. 

Tom reads in the paper that Muzzafer Eddin, 
Emir of Bokhara, had two hundred and eighty 
wives. "Well, well," said he, " Eddin Muz-zaf-
er if it took every moment of his spare time to go 
on wedding trips." 

Work.—Test problem in multiplication : 
pp. R —" What's your name ?" 
Boy—" Berry." 
pp. p. « What kind of a berry are you ? 
p0y—" A gooseberry, if I don't get this prob

lem right." 
A Professor, after trying to "pump " from the 

Senior C Algebra Class a certain principle, finally 
said ; "lam afraid some of you are not doing 
much thinking." 

«I am," replied a bright Senior; " I have 
just been looking all through the book for the 
principle." 

Young lady from the boarding hall standing in 
a Philadelphia horse car. The day is very cold 
and when the car starts the brakes refuse to work. 
The young lady is precipitated into the lap of a 
handsome young man. She blushed and apolo
gizes with, "Excuse me, sir, this cold weather 
makes Lap-landers of us all." 

One of the young ladies of the Model School 
has a belt made of the skin of a rattlesnake 
which she herself killed in Northern Pennsyl-

' vania last Summer. While in the woods she ob
served a snake about the size of a— But we re
frain. It is yet too early for snake stories. 

The following is " English as she is spoke ' in 
the Senior room: 

" Wouldn't it sound best for to read those this 
way?" 

" There was a man in Hopewell who was bote 
by a dog last night." . 

" What do you think of the coloring ot them 
new maps of oitr'n." 

« Professor, don't you think the two nicest 
things in this world is girls and pie. 

Teacher in senior C class—" There are some in 
this room who have more gas about them than 
solid. You may report five demerits, Mr. 
Puty compels us to say that there is indeed a fine 
opening for natural gas in that division of the 
senior room." 

Our boys look well in line. A few days ago 
at recess, a select corps was mustered in the 
Model School, and, being equipped with old 
maps, marched to the Principal's office, where 
the well-used standards were ordered to be 
stacked. A bon-fire was not definitely settled 
upon. 

« The leaf of the papyrus shall become a 
Shinar." 

Teacher—"Mr. , please tell us what 
shinar is ?" _ 

Grave and reverend senior, who has evidently 
fished in the country—" Why, I think shinar is a 
kind of fish." 

Teacher—" Give principal parts of verb ' to 
think.'" 

pupil_"Present, think; past, thank; perfect 
participle, thunk." 

This reminds us of" bibo, bibere—drink, I pour 
'em," the rendering once heard of the Latin verb 
meaning " to drink." 

A new form at the chapel piano in the morn
ing; new fingers manipulate the ivory keys. 
Then we heard a young lady say: "Don't you 
think Ed's mezzo-soprano, contralto, alto, basso-
profundo, calico, flagretto, poco, moderates, Texo-
iasso interludos when we march to chapel in the 
morning are just too sweet for anything ? I do. 

" Do you see that new book on the shelf?" 
"Yes." 
" What is it?" 
" Plutarch's Lives." 
" Why! How many fives did he have ? 

I wonder if he was like our old cat. Why do 
you know that our cat—" But the " Vigilance 
Committee" took charge of this deplorable 
piece of masculine ignorance from Somerset 
County. 
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It is said that there are seven young men in 
the Senior room who are correspondents for the 
newspapers, and that is the reason why one can 
never borrow a quarter in that section of the 
school. It is the old proverb of poverty and 
genius exemplified. 

Memoranc[a. 
NEWSPAPER BORES—ON THE LIST. 

In every paper office there's the man who's out in force 
We ve got a little list; we've got a little list 

Who will noisily inform you, » I don't like your paper's 
course;" 

Oh, he never would be missed ; he never would be 
missed. 

And the office boy so gaily in the sanctum eating pie 
And the reportorial genius who never told a lie, ' 
And the man who chews tobacco and talks about the 

" press," 
And the office cat that eats the ink, and seems in great 

distress, 
And the poetess with old gold hair and eye so watery 

blue, 
And he who takes your big arm chair-this is a motley 

crew ; 
They'd none of them be missed ; they'd none of them 

be missed. 

The editor who'll eat pork and beans and talk in dulcet 
strain— 

We've got a little list; we've got a little list; 
And the sage old weather prophet, "Do you really 

think 'twill rain ?" 
They never would be missed ; they never would be 

missed. 
And the advertising agent with a cut of Charlemagne 
And the festive sportiug editor who will use frightful 

slang, 
And the little office "devil" who alludes to "blanket 

sheet," 
And the man who will not close the door, or will not 

wipe his feet. 
But the greatest bore of all the bores, who gives you a 

conniption, 
Is the old life-long subscriber who will ne'er pay a sub

scription. 
They'd none of them be missed ; they'd none of them 

be missed. 

We received a contribution signed " Ileud " 
which our natural modesty will prevent us from 
publishing. It is a new arrangement of " Hail, 
Columbia, Happy Land," and contains a testi
monial to our work upon the school paper. We 

appreciate your good will in sending this, but the 
editorial board has made it a rule that no contri
bution can be accepted which contains personal 
allusions, pleasing or otherwise, to the editors. 

I apa (soberly)—" That was quite a monstrosity 
you had in the parlor last evening." 

Maud (nettled) " Indeed ! That depends upon 
one s understanding of the term ' monstrosity ' " 

Papa (thoughtfully)—" Well, two heads upon 
one pair of shoulders, for example." 
. above has positively appeared for the last 

time. 

TRIAL FOR LIBEL.—Our popularity has been 
established. Our first libel suit and we did not 
have to pay damages. Truth and justice vindi
cated by a jury of consciencious citizens. By this 
time we feel like begging for libel suits when we 
are so easily torn from the grasp of the enemy. 
Libel suits we defy ye all ! ! 

eJWcDer/ to ©orre^ponlenf/. 
What do you suppose the buzz saw ?" in

quires an anxious correspondent. We are unable 
to say, unless it was the rolling mill. 

She sent us a little " pome " on the " Desert " 
and she wants to know what we think of it. The 
first verse inflicted upon a suffering and helpless 
humanity is— 

" My heart is like a desert 
With its shifting sands of woe, 

And the wild, wild winds of turmoil 
Over its hot wastes blow." 

The Exchange Editor took the matter in hand 
with the following result : 

" Your poem is like an oasis, 
Your copy, if you ask it, 

Both are found in " waste" places, 
Hunt it up in our " basket." 

" IIow often should an engaged young man 
call upon his affiance ?" Social etiquette says 
that three times a week is not too often. But do 
not construe this into meaning that you can call' 
so frequently that Ma will ask if you want to take 
board or Pa inquire if you desire to have a latch 
key. 
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G^cfta age/. 

We take this opportunity of expressing our 
heartfelt thanks to our exchanges for the very 
kind reception they have given the SIGNAL and 
we hope to merit in the future no less than in the 
past their approbation. 

Among the new college exchanges that have 
come to us we would specially note the Williams 
Fortnight and Ruiger's Far gum. They are both 
good and decidedly above the average of college 
publications. 

The Academian, from West Jersey Academy, 
Bridgeton, N. J., contains some well written short 
articles. It gives evidence of being edited with 
conscientious care. We extend to it a hearty 
welcome. 

The Foster Academy Review is a harmless sort 
of a publication. It appears to be quite ambitious, 
but we fear will never occupy a truly high place 
in the journalistic world. However we hope to 
see it improve with age. 

The second number of the Butler Magazine lies 
on our table. It has every prospect of enjoying 
a successful career. 

The Plutonian Messenger hails from Texas and 
by its typographical appearance and general ar
rangement, we are led to believe that it is printed 
with little care and less regard for the comfort of 
its readers. 

The continued absence of the Lawrenceville 
Record from our table creates a vacancy that no 
other exchange can till. We earnestly "hope our 
justly valued contemporary will not forget us. 

The Princetonian of March 8th contained the 
following item, which will no doubt be of inter
est to the many friends of base ball in the Model 
and Normal Schools: 

" Delegates met in Hew Brunswick, Friday 
evening, and adopted a constitution and a sched
ule of games for a base ball association, taking 
in the Lawrenceville, Hightstown, Princeton Pre
paratory and Rutgers Schools. Each club plays 
six games, and the series begins on April 24." 

The High School Annual for 1886, from the New
ark High School, is just out. It is a tine, large 
publication, and one that is excellent in every re
spect. The various essays and articles do much 
credit to their authors. 

We give to the Pennsylvanian that cordial wel
come we always extend to exchanges so far above 

the average of school papers. If the incoming-
Board of Editors keep the paper up to its present 
high standard, they will indeed have reason to be 
proud of their work. 

The Delaware College Review has a sort of in
different way of referring to its journalistic friends 
that certainly must be appreciated by the many-
recipients of its compliments. Some time since 
it gave some characteristic criticisms ot an " es
teemed, lying, scandal-monging, blackleg, cheeky, 
but nevertheless ffrst-class contemporary, the 

At the hour of going to press we received the 
Hamilton College Monthly. It still maintains its 
high literary standard. 

We acknowledge the following: The Pr inceton
ian, Bowdoin Orient, Bates Student, Swarthmore 
Phoenix, Acta Columbiana, The Torch, Nassau Lit., 
College Mercury, Public School Journal, Practical 
Educator, Tuftorrian, Delaware College. Review, Ham
ilton College Monthly, Exonian, Polytechnic, Blair 
ITall Lit. Magazine, The Dial, Journal of th e Tren
ton Natural History Society, Foster Academy Re
view, The Reveille. 

NOW R EADY ! NOW READY ! 

8th Edition of 

U h  u i n m  

INCLUDING THE ISSUES OF THE 

SOUTHERN CONFEDERACY. 

The most Complete List ever compiled. For sale by 
tlie trade or the Publisher. 

P R I C E ,  25  C EN T S .  

"EL B. STERLING, 

P. O. Box 294. Trenton, N. J. 



T H E  S I G N A L .  13 

S-.V.&Co. 

-FOR-

Men, Y ouths and Soys, 

DOBBINS' 
CELEBRATED HATS. 

IN ALL THE NEWEST DESIGNS OF OUR OWN MANUFACTURE. 

We Lave as handsome a line 
of goods as ever shown in the 
city. 

No need of going out of Tren
ton now for Clothing, as we can 
please ALL, at the lowest pos
sible price. 

Our 

CUSTOM D EPARTMENT 
is complete and full of all the 
Novelties in Foreign and Do
mestic Woolens, to make to 
measure in the best manner. 

We ask an inspection when 
you need Clothing'. 

© 

PRICES LOW. 

TO 

1 CO., 
39 EAST STATE STREET 

Celebrated Hats 

JUST I INT. 



1 4  T H E  S I G N A L .  

C O O K  &  J A Q U E S ,  
j"eT7i7"©le£s, 

MANUFACTOREBS OF 

ALL STYLES OF CLASS RINGS 
In Odd and Attractive Designs. 

Society Badges and Graduating Gifts in Variety. 

LADIES' JEWELRY, IN GOLD, OF LATEST PATTERNS. 

SMALL CLOCKS, 
At *1.50, *2.00. and *8.00 each. Ju.t the thing tor Lad, Stud,on,' Red Root,,,. 

PIANOS AND ORGANS. 
, T , . q4. lriwpr .trices than have ever been offered before. We get all the dis-

We are selling Mu8lcf InstrU"K f cash* and give our customers the benefit; consequently we can sell 
counts that can be obtainedby' Pu™hM,^1 Trenton, or as low aa can be purchased in New York or Phila-

Srhircr»t.ir;o«r.a«iL .he ....«. «.**-.»«.»-«*. .-M. - . 
PIANOS. ORGANS. 

BSTEY, 
STEINWAY & SONS, ; WILCOX & WHITE. 

HAZ ELTON BROTHERS, STERLING, 
KRANICH * BAOH. BURDETT, 

OABLER. PBLOUBET & CO. 
EMERSON, BLEMONT. 

NEWBY & EVANS, 

SQUARE AND UPRIGHT. 
Sole Ag ents for DOBSON'S C ELEBRATED S ILVER BELL BANJO. 

A large stock of Violins, Banjo., Guitar., Harmonica., Sheet Mu.ic, Mo.ie B-a.k. and the he.t quality of 

8WTM»!hT;ThTnl.t. received. »<> Tuned and Repaired.^, 

G A BARLOW, 136 and 138 Broad St., Trenton, N . J. 
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IALSAIVKBONESET B, Horehound ,  W i ld  Che r r y  a nd  Ta r .  
(LABEL REGISTERED.) 

This is the entirely great Cough and Lung Cure. It makes 
Ae.u a,YLd,seasel Lu?*s slrong and healthy. Cures 
Asthma, Whooping Cough, Hoarseness and Spitting Blood 
Cures ordinary Coughs and Colds as if by magic. " It 
,S j "10s* successful Cure for Pulmonary dise- ses in the 
world. ' Ask your druggist for it. Take no other 
New York mid Phi I a. Wholesale Drug Houses Wi'KINSOM, Trenton, K. J. 

AND 

LATEST NOVELTIES 
-IN-

C O N RA D S ' ,  
(HOTEt WINDSOR,) 

121 EAST STATE STREET. 

u TRUE BLOOD PURIFIER. 
NEW JERSEY 

CTTEE3 

RHEUMATISM, 

r 
The Spring Session of these schools will open Monday, 

April 26th. This will be a favororable time for entering. 

w. HASBROUCK, 

P RIN CIP AL .  

H I V E S ,  O L D  S O R E S  A ND  O T H E R  C f l M l i r i  U / A I  i / R N  .  
BLOOD TAINTS. SAMUEL WALKER, J R.,  

A V ERY S UCCESSFUL CURE.®** 
a t t o r n e y  -  a t - l a w ,  

No. 105 East State Street, 

TEENTOW, ET. J. 
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P U B L I S H E R  O F  "T H E  S I G N A L "  

EDWIN FITZGEORGE, 
STEAM-POWEE 

Book and Job printer, 
S. W. COR. STATE & G REENE STS., 

TRENTON, N. J. 

1 
Newest Colorings, 

Choicest Effects, 

F. S. KATZENBACH & CO., 
S3 âst $latE 

HARDWARE, 
H E A T E R S ,  

RANGES, MANTELS, &c. 

Latest Shapes. 

Two Grand Assortments 
At 25c. an d 50c. Each. 

in i. 
Men's Furnishing Goods, 

O N E  D O O R  N O R T H  O F  

TAYLOR 

YOUNG MEN'S 

SPRING O VERCOATS 
The New Styles are very Dressy. 

Prices range from $6 up. 

Gas and Coal OH Fixtur es. II 
SAMUEL G. NAAR, 

COTJUSELLOB AT , 
15 East State St., Trenton, N .  J .  

JOHN A. STEEN, 
Attorney at Law, Solicitor and Master in 

Chancery and Notary Public, 

107 BAST STATE STREET, TRENTON, N. J. ! 

uunu rut  

NOW READY. 

R. A. DONNELLY & CO., 
CLOTHIEES, 

TAYLOR OPERA HOUSE. 



"ALL THE YEAR 'ROUND" 

BREARLEY 
& STOLL, 

IN THEIR COMMODIOUS STORES, 

26, 28 & 30 East  State Street,  

TO POPULARIZE 
AN IMMENSE LINE OF 

Dry Goods, Fancy Goods 
-AND-

Carpet Specialties, 
We have added still other Attractions. 

T R E N T O N ,  N .  J .  

Are Offering- NOVELTIES in Objects both Useful 
and Ornamental. 

DRESS GOODS. 
A few pieces only. 30-inch Homespun, in mixed effects at 15c 

n? and Grey a11 Homespun at ic 
1 000 vards u 'J.T G°0dS' ''aV6 SQld reeent'y at 18c„ now 12^c 

at CtSc. ICOt' 6Xtra flnG qUaUty' would be eood valte 

The largest and best-stocked Book and Sta
tionery Supply House in the State. 

The only full line of Leather Goods in the 
Utg. Ladies' Cabas, Pocket Books, Card 
Cases, Gents' Cigar Cases, Match Holders 
etc. 

tm-Fine^ Art Goods! All new Etchings En
gravings, Photograph, etc. 

where Framing artistically executed. We 
show more than two hundred new designs 
for frames. 

Novelties in China, Carved Woods, Brass 
etc. 

Sole Ag ents for Rogers' Celebrated Statuary 
(rroilps. 

BRlARIlf & STOiLI, 

SILKS AND SATINS. 
Bellon's Black Cashmere Gros Grain Silk, 79c. 
A still better Black Silk, warranted, at BOc. 
Satin Rlmdame in Bronze, Navy, Garnet, Brown, Green &c 22 

inches wide, at 87c. ®c-' u 

CARPETS. 
Tapestry Brussels, regular price 85c., at 60c. 
Body Brussels, worth $1.25, at 92^c. 
Extra super, all wool Ingrain Carpet, 65c. 

w<frth$I.thlnS iD KUSS,1'1USh and sl>eePskin combined, at 69c, 

FANCY GOODS. 
A great variety of Buttons in new designs, at 20c. per dozen 

oss Irimmings in all the desirable colors, including Black 
Blue, Brown, Green, Grey, Ac., at 50c. ' 

Splendid value in Hamburg Edgings, at 10c and 12c 
Don't purchase Egyptian Lace until you have seen what we are 

selling at 14c. and 16c. e 

SCUDDER 
& DUNHAM, 

13 N. G REENE ST. m il 2 2 E. S TATE ST. 



WHY SHOULD YOU 

BUY A 8 OCTAVE ORGAN 
W H E N  Y O U  C A N  

-it GET A 6 OCTAVE ORGAN fr 
For about the Same Price ? 

THE "LAWRENCE" 
IS THUS BEST OISO--A.IT 

S O  D O  N O T  F A I L  T O  C A L L  A T  

RUHLMAN'S, 
NO. 36 EAST STATE S TREET, F IRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING, 

AND EXAMINE BEFORE BUYING. 


