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TEACHING UNITED STATES HISTORY. 

WRITTEN FOR THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE NORMAL 
SCHOOL, ALBANY, N. Y. 

N the rapid multiplication of subjects of study, there is an 
increasing necessity for the careful consideration oi the 

relative importance of those which claim the time and attention 
of our public school teaching. To prepare for intelligent citi
zenship is one of the gravest and most important objects oi all 
public education; and, in the progress of our country, the prob
lem is of constantly increasing magnitude. 

I 
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The greater number in the rapidly succeeding classes of 
children who come into our public schools for a few years and 
then go out soon to take part in the social and political life of 
the nation must there receive all the systematic knowledge of 
the history and structure of our government they are ever likely 
to possess. In most cases this knowledge will be supplemented 
only by scattered allusions in after newspaper reading. 

The true object, then, of teaching United States History in 
the public schools is to give a clear, compact, and accurate 
knowledge of the leading events in the history of this great 
nation, accompanied with a knowledge of the fundamental prin
ciples of the government, the most important parts of its struct
ure and chief operations; and to present this knowledge in such 
a way as to inspire a patriotic love of country, a true devotion to 
its institutions, and a just conception of the obligations and 
responsibilities of citizenship. With the rapid increase of popu
lation and the large addition of foreign elements to the power of 
the body politic, no thoughtful citizen with a true love of country 
and a desire for the preservation of our rich inheritance of free 
institutions will fail to recognize the importance, in all our school 
training, of increased attention to the subject of United States 
History. 

The first plea to be made in behalf of this great means of 
national security is that much more time than is now allotted may 
be given to its study; not that any addition should thereby be 
made to the already overcrowded course of our public schools, 
but that subjects which are of less primary and vital importance 
in the preparation of citizens should be dropped or curtailed in 
order to give time for a clear understanding of who we are, 
whence we came, and what is our purpose as a people. 

An examination of the matter presented, and method of 
teaching pursued in most classes studying United States History 
suggests two changes that might work great improvement even 
in the short and wholly inadequate time now given to the 
subject. 

In nearly all text-books and standard histories, the amount of 
matter devoted to different topics seems to be almost in inverse 
ratio to its importance in giving a knowledge of the country as 



THE SIGNAL. 133 

it is and the organization and operation of its government. In 
many school text-books more than half of the matter treats of 
events preceding the Revolutionary War. The same proportion 
is observed in elaborate standard works. In " Bryant's Popular 
History of the United States " of four large volumes, the fourth 
begins with the year 1778. Bancroft's and Hildreth's histories 
show the same proportion ; and in the " Narrative and Critical 
History " now in course of publication, the sixth volume ends 
with the close of the Revolution. Histories of the separate 
states follow the same plan. In that of New \ ork in two volumes 
ot the American Commonwealth series, the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution is placed after the middle of the second 
volume, so that only a little more than one fifth of the whole 
space is given to the progress of the Empire State during the last 
hundred years. 

This disposition of historical matter is one reason that the 
schoolboy's knowledge of United States History usually consists 
of a few disjointed dates, Revolutionary anecdotes, and vague 
ideas of Columbus and Indians. To recognize that such infor
mation bears any relation to the condition of national, state, 
county and town governments in which he is to act as a citizen 
requires a mature, well-trained mind of wide reading and dis
cerning thought. While it is true that in order to secure the 
romantic element in history, there must be a certain perspective 
of distance; and to give free chance to the imagination of the 
historian, there must be a vagueness and uncertainty about the 
facts he records that can be secured only in regard to those that 
are remote in date; and, while more ambitious historians may 
thus properly try to make our history ' interesting " to critics of 
the Matthew Arnold type, is it not best that school text-books 
should relate, in due proportion, the truths necessary to a living, 
working interest in the real life of the nation, its piesent con
dition and future destiny ? 

All, perhaps, that lies within the scope of public school teach
ing is to awaken and interest in the study that shall lead to con
nected and later reading, to furnish a clear and accurate outline 
of the leading events that shall serve as a basis for further reading 
and render intelligible historical allusions in newspapers, maga
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zines and public addresses, and to give a simple and clear knowl
edge of the fundamental structure and operations of the govern
ment that shall secure to the simplest exercise of the duties of 
citizenship an intelligent consideration. 

It is believed that such knowledge is not only among the most 
important to be aimed at, but can be secured by giving the 
time that rightfully belongs to the study and a reasonable 
amount of care in the selection of material and method. The 
law of correct instruction that the unknown should be founded 
upon the known is wholly violated in the ordinary teaching of 
history. Far off dates, unconnected with anything of which he 
has ever heard, or in which he feels the slightest interest, and a 
list of Spanish and French discoverers with hard names, even 
when intermingled with tales of Indian massacres are not very 
attractive matter to the average pupil of twelve; but he is 
likely to know the name of the President in office and will take 
an immediate interest in knowing when he was elected, from 
what state, even when he was born. This information will 
attach an interest to the preceding administration. It is sug
gested, therefore, that, in interesting beginners in history, we 
start from the time and circumstances with which they are 
familiar and in which they feel a strong interest, and carry back 
into the past this interest, tracing the causes of effects which we 
have already observed. This method will give at the same time 
the best opportunity to study the structure of the government in 
reference to the different operations at various stages of progress; 
and, if any part must be omitted it will be the early colonial 
history, which has least intimate connection with the present 
condition and future work of the nation and is most easily sup
plied by undirected reading. In connection with the general 
study, let the pupils acquire as much information as possible in 
relation to the history and government of the state, county and 
town or city in which the school is situated. Assigning different 
topics to the various members of the class, let each pupil learn 
for himself all he can of local history; and let the facts thus 
obtained be assorted and arranged in class, the most important 
systematized and thoroughly learned in connection with the 
other work to which they are most closely related. At the same 
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time study the local government of the town or city, and count} 
in such a way that every member of the class shall know the 
offices of these local governments, their relation and importance 
so that the true value and responsibility of every exercise of the 
right of suffrage and the need that purity, honor, and intelligent 
judgment should accompany every exercise of that right shall 
he recognized. 

While the classes are pursuing history, a large portion of then-
reading lessons, declamations, and oral and written reproduc
tions may well be selected from the rich store of eloquent 
speeches and patriotic poems, which furnish so large a part of 
what is best in American literature. Every teacher should keep 
in mind that though he or she may be familiar with this grand 
patriotic literature, it must be taught anew to each succeeding 
generation. There are many young men and women now in 
our higher schools who know hardly anything of its fullness 
and worth. More patriotic inspiration can be gained from 
Washington's "Farewell Address," "Hamilton's Congress Vindi
cated," a few of Webster's best orations, Lincoln s Inaugural 
Speeches and Gettysburg address, and the poems of Whittier 
and Longfellow, than is usually obtained from a course of Ameri
can literature as pursued in most of our high schools, normal 
schools, and, if one may venture to judge from the familiarity 
of the graduates, in most of our colleges. 

It is believed that a teaching of United States History, which 
begins with the time in which the pupil lives and is accompanied 
with a knowledge of the political structure of the government 
as now operating, and in which he is soon to take part, and 
associated with selections to be committed thoroughly to memo
ry from eloquent speeches and poems, which are models of lit
erature as well as patriotism, will inspire an interest that shall 
out live school-days and prepare citizens who will have true 
conceptions of the duties and responsibilities of their relation 
to the government and of the precious privileges and priceless 
value of free institutions. H. M. 
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MY REVERIE. 

1AM sitting in my study before an open wood fire, no light, 
save that from the hearth; no company, but my old faith-

fu dog, who lies stretched out a full length on the rug sleeping 
soundly ; no sound to break the stillness within, only the sigh
ing of the winter wind as it passes through the trees outside, 
rising, falling, falling, rising, and seeming to say, as if in sym
pathy with my thoughts, "Alone, alone, alone." Yes, alone in 
this world of toil and trouble, a poor wretched old man alone. 

Oh! gentle reader, perchance you have known what sadness 
and sorrow are, and maybe you too have thought, as I am think
ing now, of the times gone by never to return. 

You recall your boyhood days, bright days indeed, and your 
mother, kind, gentle and forebearing rises up in your thoughts, 
and you are a boy again. There, back among the hills, nestling 
in a little valley is your old home, the little wooden cottage, sur
rounded by its picturesque garden where you romped with the 
other boys, the chicken-coop and pigeon-house in the rear, where 
your pets were kept, the very ladder by which you ascended to 
the pigeons' nests, day after day, anxiously looking for eggs and 
young ones,—all are in their old places. In front, is the road, 
lined on either side by luxuriant grass, from which you have 
often driven the neighbors' cows, for fear that they would become 
too bold, and enter your mother's garden, and destroy the flowers 
which were her great pride and yours. 

You have no father; he died, while you were a baby. Your 
mother has told you, over and over again, all about him, 'till his 
figure and very face present themselves to your memory, and 
you feel that you know him well. 

Down the road is the little school-house. Ah! how proud you 
were on that day, when your mother took you there, for the first 
time,—those trousers, the first pair you ever had; those new 
shoes, how vividly they present themselves to you: and, when 
you came home that day, with your books and sat down to study, 
you felt the proudest and happiest boy in the land. There was 
a little girl in school, Grace Burns, younger than you, whom you 
greatly admired, dark hair and eyes, rosy cheeks, not very tall, for 
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her age, but still, to your boyish fancy, the very ideal loveliness 
You have reached the age of seventeen, when the first great 

sorrow of life comes upon you. Your mother is taken sic <, 
and, after a lingering illness, passes away. The sorrow is great, 
and you feel that your only friend and relative has been taken 
from you; and for weeks after her death you go every afternoon, 
from school, out to the little cemetery, and bowmg your head on 
the grave give vent to your grief in a flood of tears. But time 
passes on, and the period comes, when you leave the little 
country school, and are to go to college. Your mother s proper y 
is sufficient to defray the expense, and the dear old neighbors, 
who, since her death, have been over kind to you, prepare your 
outfit; and off you go. . , 

College life. What period in a young man s life is more filled 
with such a diversity of thoughts? It is the stepping stone from 
boyhood to manhood; and all the questions, common to such 
a period, are crowded into the boy's mind during his college days; 
and there are trials and temptations, difficulties and dangers, 
daily enemies, which must be met and vanquished. 

The years glide on, slowly but still surely. The day of gradu
ation comes and goes. You are a man in the world, and must work 
to eat A fair start in business is presented and readily accepted 
and, as you prove to be reliable and trustworthy, promotion 
follows promotion, until, five years after you left college, you 
start in business for yourself. Nine years have passed since you 
left your home, the place of your birth. For a while after you 
entered college, letters from the kind friends at home were often 
and full of praise at your progress, and encouragement for t le 
future; butflittle by little, these become less frequent. Now 
and again one is received announcing the death of some old 
friend, but soon these become fewer, and now, for four years 
past, you have not heard a word from home. A sudden desire 
seizes you to return to your native village, and a week after 
leaving your business in charge of a trusted clerk, you start ou 
for the place of your birth. What sensations force themselves 
upon you as you come nearer and nearer the end of the journey. 
Old and familiar objects are passed at one time, and new and 
startling changes are observed at another. On arriving at t le 
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railroad station, you find things pretty much as you left them, 
nine years ago. There is the old familiar stage coach; but the 
faces of those about are new. You mount the box with the 
driver, and during the four-mile ride to the village, talk with 
him about the people. Time has made many breaks in the 
ranks of old acquaintances. This one is dead, that one dying. 
Thus runs the story, old, old, so old. After a while, the conver
sation is dropped; and as you come nearer, your thoughts turn 
to mother. That mother, whose image is always uppermost in 
your thoughts, whose advice and counsel have been to her orphan 
son the guiding star of life and conduct. In this little village, 
just beyond yon distant hill, in its own garden of Gethsemane 
is her grave. Your heart is throbbing violently, and tears spring 
to the eyes. 

And what of Grace Burns? She has never been forgotten, 
and the pretty child's face has time and again been brought up 
before you. Is she a woman now, and will she know the return
ing exile? Mayhap she is married and the mother of a family 
—God bless her! 

Further meditation is interrupted, for crossing the ridge of the 
hill, the home of your childhood lies before you in the dusk of 
the October eve. Some distance still remains to be traversed 
however, and, by the time the old hotel is reached, it is dark. 
After eating supper, you retire to bed. 

The next morning dawns clear and cool, a slight breeze blows 
gently over the land, and the fields wave up and down. What 
memories, what joys and sorrows are connected with a return to 
home. There is the old church-yard, and, in one corner, under 
a pine tree, is the grave of your mother. Thither you wend 
your way on this, the first morning of return. On coming back, 
you pass the house of an old neighbor; and there, bending over 
a bed of flowers in the garden, is a young girl. At a glance 
you recognize your old sweetheart,, but the little maiden you 
left has grown into a beautiful woman of twenty-three. For a 
moment you stand irresolute watching the lovely picture, and 
then boldly lay your hand on the latch, and enter the gate. 

* * * * * * * 
Twelve happy months have passed. The old home has been 
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fitted up; and here you live with your wife. You have been 
married to your old love, and have brought her to your old 
home. Business affairs have been so adjusted, that a return 
from town every afternoon has been arranged. Ah! these aie 
happy days. The return from work is greeted by a kind and 
sympathetic wife, who loves you with all her heart. Some
times you stroll out in the evening arm in arm together, and 
traverse again those paths through which you had so often 
passed before. And so life goes 011 during six months of 
heavenly peace. Your wife has become completely bound up 
in your love—a love which time makes stronger and more sin
cere. On returning from town one day, you note a tired ex
pression in her face, and though she says it is nothing, you are 
filled with anxiety. She does not seem to improve; she tries 
to make light of her sickness; but a dreadful foreboding seizes 
you which cannot be shaken off'. You do not go to town now; 
the best doctor you could find has been summoned, and all that 
medical skill can accomplish is done for her. Oh! how the 
days drag on! You kneel by the lounge where she lies, and 
pray that this dreadful calamity may not fall. One morning 
a lovely day in early May—the doctor takes you aside kindly, 
and tells you that your wife will never he well again. A pang 
of anguish goes to your heart; you enter the room where she 
lies and take her in your arms once more. She places her head 
on your bosom and weeps like a child. One by one, the days 
creep along—terrible days! until'at last it comes. You are sit
ting in your study trying to read, when you are summoned to 
the"room ; you enter softly, and with bowed head approach the 
bed where she is dying, throw yourself on your knees, and cry 
as if your heart would break. She places her hand upon your 
head, and whispers that it is for the best. A ou gaze into her 
face and see death written there. She breathes gently—once 
twice; a heavenly beauty comes over her wan face, and she 
smiles; her lips part; she murmurs " Walter "—and all is over. 

% * * * * * * 
Alone! Oh God! alone! What is life anymore ? Its fond

est hopes are dashed; its light is gone forever. Sorrow how 
awful art thou ! My heart is rent, my joy gone. What have I with 



140 THE SIGNAL. 

the world or the world with me, little does it know what I have lost. 
But yet, as the years roll on, and my feeble steps totter to the 

grave, I look forward to the time, when we shall meet again in 
a land where there is no death; and the old man's prayer is 
that it may come soon. K. 

THE NOMENCLATURE OF JERSEY VILLAGES. 

IN the matter of nomenclature of the many small towns that 
dot the map of New Jersey, this State, among all the common

wealth east of the Alleghanies,may be said to be entitled to conspicu
ous distinction. Whilst it is true that our geological formation 
entitles us to no such euphoneous names as Dead Man's Gulch, 
Sheep-tail Gorge, Coyote Prairie, nor have the exigencies of the 
nrogressive Western civilization of earlier days, presided over by 
the three graces of the seven-shooter, the whiskey bottle and the 
faro "lay out," given us Tombstone, Blizzard City or Sand 
Lots, still we have many little idiosyncrasies of town-naming, 
which are worth the casual nod of recognition. 

Names of places arise from three sources, primarily from some 
particular formation of the earth's surface in the locality. Sec
ondarily the town may be named in honor of some citizen or 
in commemoration of some national character. Again, mere 
arbitrary selection may be the cause. These all being true, 
what could have led any persons to select these names for Jersey 
villages: Monkeytown, Beetown, Hensfoot, Frogtown, Goose-
town, Hogtown and Turkey ? I am free to acknowledge that 
this is selection of the most arbitrary kind, yet to live in Mon
keytown—unless this be an indirect compliment to Darwin— 
would give any man a chance to work out the problem, " Is 
life worth living ?" Goosetown is not much better, but Turkey, 
bad as it is, is the best of the lot. In the same list, let Horse 
Neck, Bacon Neck, Colt Neck, Red Lion and White Horse be 
placed, the latter, however, being quite common in many States. 
Red Lion and White Horse both grew around the inns which 
had those animals depicted upon their signs. 

We have been taught to believe, how true the teaching may 
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be is only conjecture, that North Jersey is anti-temperance, 
whilst South Jersey is a strong temperance and even a prohibi
tion section. It is one of those coincidences, which m older 
times might be ascribed to some force beyond the minds of men, 
that Temperanceville, Cold Spring and Waterford should all be 
south of Trenton, whilst Bum Tavern, Whiskey Lane, Gin 
Point and Jugtown should be in the north. The situation is 

Relieved by a Clove in Sussex County. 
Down in Ocean County " 'tis true 'tis pity, and pity 'tis, 'tis 

true " there's a Hell's Kitchen. Now, this certainly is not cal
culated to inspire one with confidence, however warm the name 
may be. Gloucester comes to our relief with a Paradise, in ad
dition to which is found Jordan town, Mount Horeb, Shiloh, 
Mount Pisgali, Valley of Tranquility, Tabernacle, New Jerusa
lem and New Salem. And it needs all these to take the edge 
off the remarkable settlement in the pine region. But of all 
coincidences the occurrences of Jobstown and Boilsville in 
proximity is the most remarkable. 

Indirectly, foreign elements are represented by names which 
at one time had much significance, but which is now well nig 1 
lost. There is English Neighborhood and Hibernia and bcotc 1 
Road representing the united kingdom. The continent is re
membered in Germania, Russia. Denmark and Macedonia 
whilst to this list one may add Newfoundland, Greenland and 
New Egypt. " Down East" is reflected in Jersey by the villages 
of New England Creek and Yankeetown. 

Jersey's forests are justly her pride. Here there are the towns 
of White Oak Ridge, Oak Tree, Red Oak, Greentree an me 
tree. A sweet name is Sugartown, much sweeter than Bone 
Hill. Add unto these Charleytown, Good Luck, Success, 
Double Trouble, Roundabout, Naughright, Deacon's Turnout, 
Comical Corner, Yaughpo, Lower Squankum, Bang n ge, 
Codfish Point, Brass Castle, Blue Ball, Ong's Hat, Ragtown, 
Blue Anchor, Scrapetown and Slabtown. What pictures of 
rural contentment do these bring to view! How secure they 
must be who live in Brass Castle, how happy those m Good 
Luck, and Success ! ... 

Nor is the State deficient in names most fitting for occupa
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tions. There is Calico Neck for the suburban merchant, Longa-
coming for the district messenger boy or the disappointed office 
seeker, Bargaintown for the lost son of Israel who sells Rhine 
stones and suspenders, Breakfast Point for the belated actor in a 
bad town, Watertown for the Prohibitionists, Farmersville for 
the agriculturists, Egg Harbour City for the fellow with the 
chicken incubator, Barbers for the long-haired cow boy, Cologne 
and Littleworth for the dudes and Little Ease for the sinners. 

The Indian has left an imperishable legacy to the State. The 
Lenni Lenape who lived here were not a powerful people, and 
by the Revolution what little influence they did wield had 
gone. But we have preserved in their names of our creeks, 
rivers an'd towns, a remembrance of their occupancy, and these 
are a testimonial of their old rulership. There is Absecon, the 
" place of swans," where on the beach the birds gathered, and 
Assicunk at Burlington which is " dirty creek " and Assunpink 
or •' stony creek." Crosswicks, the " place of separation," refers 
to one of their social customs, whilst Matchaponix is " bad 
bread." Tuckahoe is " where the deer frequent." Hoboken is 
an Indian word meaning " crooked," and Amboy is a corrup
tion of Emboli, which means " hollow on the inside." Pompton 
is " crooked mouthed," whilst Shamong is the " place of the big 
hom." Raritan is "forked river"; Whippany is the "place 
where arrows grow wild." (?) Pequamock means " dark river." 

And so I might duplicate and triplicate the names left us by 
the Indians and by our ancestors. As to those of the Red Men 
they should be guarded with studious care, let not one be sup
planted by any modern name of fanciful origin or classical one 
of no application. Names mean something; they are the 
marks of identification. As to many of the others the sooner 
they are changed the better for they could not be worse. But 
Time, who changes all things, will make the mutations as the 
years advance, and all will at last be for the best. 

FRANCIS B. LEE. 
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INAUGURATION DAY. 

INAUGURATION Day! With what intense interest it is 
1 looked forward to in this land of the free, where rich and 
poor alike, without regard to ancestry, can attain to the highest 
position in the land. It seems to increase with each succeeding 
inauguration. What immense crowds of people rush to the capital 
to witness the imposing ceremony ! What a grand day for t le 
citizens of the United States must have been Inauguration Day 
one hundred years ago, when the illustrious Washington, our 
first President, took his chair ! The oath of office was taken the 
30th day of April, 1789, on a balcony of the old City Hall, in 
Wall street, New York. The spot is now marked by a statue. 
After his Inaugural address he, with the whole assemblage, 
walked to St. Paul's Church, where'religious services where held. 
The church still stands. 

Lincoln's inauguration was the gloomiest m our history. 
Washington's had been a very solemn occasion for our form oi 
government was in its infancy, and no one knew the issue; but 
Lincoln's was depressing, as the slavery question had so divided 
the nation that a conflict between the North and the South 
seemed inevitable. He went from his western home to Wash
ington and took the solemn oath of office twenty-eight years ago 
on the steps of the then unfinished Capitol. 

Lincoln's Inaugural Address will always remain memorable— 
the closing words were: "The mystic chords of memory, 
stretching from every battle-field and patriot grave to every liv
ing heart and heartli-stone all over this broad land, will yet swell 
the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they 
will be, by the better angels of our nature." He was shot on the 
15th of April, 1865, shortly after beginning his second term. 

General Grant is said to have used the expression," Let us 
have peaceand his inauguration proved a peaceable one HIB 
death occurred a short time ago, but the memory of the hero o 
Appomatox will he long cherished. 

We all remember the inauguration of James A. Garfield, anc 
how cruelly he was shot four months later. Chief-justice Waite 
administered to him the oath of office, upon a little, old Bib e, 
which his mother gave him in his boyhood. His mother was 
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present at the inauguration; and his first act after taking the 
•oath was to turn, and imprint a kiss upon her fond face. Every 
one who saw it, was deeply touched, and the story of this inci
dent went straight to the hearts of the people. 

President Cleveland's inauguration, on March 4th, 1885, was 
marked by unusually brilliant festivities, and by the attendance 
of visitors from all parts of the Union. The oath of office was 
for the last time administered by the late Chief-justice Waite. 
His administration has been characterized by integrity and up
rightness of purpose. Mr. Cleveland entered the White House 
a bachelor; he leaves it the husband of one of the fairest and 
most amiable ladies of the land. 

Benjamin Harrison is called " the centennial President," and 
he was indeed elected for the term beginning just one hundred 
years after that for which George Washington was first chosen. 
He took the oath of office on March 4th, of the present year, and 
it has proved to be the greatest Inauguration Day on record. The 
oath was administered by Chief-justice Fuller in sight of the 
mighty concourse of people. The Inaugural Address was spoken 
in clear ringing tones, and has since been heard throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. E. L. L. 

OH GAY YOUNG LOVE! 

OH gay young Love, by the lattice there, 
Wicked boy with his stringed how ! 

Feeling that secret we all must know; 
Watching the eye of a maiden fair. 

Little he recks, he does not care, 
For he is a maiden's deadliest foe— 

Oh gay young Love, by the lattice there, 
Wicked boy with his stringed bow ! 

Away flies an arrow through the air; 
At his feet is the prey brought low. 

Ah ! that she might the truth foreknow ! 
Ah arrow of Love ! Ah golden snare! 

Ah gay young Love, by the lattice there! 
FRANC SOAMES. 
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THE HAMPTON, NORMAL AND AGRICULTURAL 
INSTITUTE. 

TT is very fitting that a great and good school for the education 
1 of the Freedmen should have been erected within a few 
miles of the spot where the first slaves were landed in t his 
country. The gateway of bondage becomes the egress to liberty, 
for certain it is that the education of the colored race is its 
truest emancipation. 

Very few of our colleges present a more imposing appearance 
than do the school buildings at Hampton. 

The hi-h clock tower on Monroe Chapel may he seen from 
any approach to the town, while the forty buildings, consisting 
of halls dormitories and manual training shops, symmetrically 
grouped on the wide spreading and well kept campus, give one 
a fair conception of the magnitude of the institution. It is sit
uated on the shore of Hampton Creek, a little below the town, 
and about two and a half miles from Fortress Monroe. The 
estate contains 190 acres, and was at one time known as • Lit tle 
Scotland," during the war as " Camp Hamilton and was the 
hospital of the Army of the James. A great number of con
trabands gathered in the City of Refuge, as Hampton was then 
called. The Government afforded some protection and the first 
school for Freedmen was then established, but it was not unti 
April 1868 that the present school was formally openec. e 
ginning with fifteen pupils it has now an average of six hun
dred boarders, about four hundred and fifty of whom are col
ored from the various Southern States, and the others Indian 
students, representing twenty different tribes, hut chie y iom 

^There are at the present time a Chinese and Hawaian student, 
making, if authorities agree upon the classification of the las , 
representation of the four races, other than the Caucasian. 

The school is fortunate in having at its head a man whose 
interest is in the conception and realization of a great and good 
work From its beginning until the present time, Gen. Arm
strong has been closely identified with this particular means of 
advancement for the colored and Indian races. The instructors 
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and officers, numbering about eight}', are for the most part 
graduates of our best Eastern colleges and normal schools, and 
are men and women of rarest attainments. 

The technical schools embrace over twenty different indus
tries and give the students opportunity for helping themselves 
wholly or in part. The leather factory, printing office, sewing 
and cooking departments are all equipped with modern appli
ances, at the same time instructing in branches of trade best 
adapted to the wants of a simple people. Carpenter shops and 
saw mills, beside turning out a variety of work, are a valuable 
means of education, and will one day replace the tumble down 
cabin and the wigwam with the neat dwelling house. This 
combination of manual and intellectual labor, necessitates a ses
sion of night school, attended by a most interesting class of stu
dents. 

It does not seem necessary to impress upon them the value of 
time in the school room. Red Hawk is alive to nothing but 
the subject under discussion, while ten hours of normal labor 
have given Little Eagle and Buffalo Horn a relish for something 
mightier than the sword and less arduous than the hand-saw. 
Being in the neighborhood of Fortress Monroe, the school is 
naturally infected with a military spirit. The young men are 
instructed in drill and tactics once a week by an officer from 
the fort. Both races, but particularly the colored, take great 
pride in the daily drill and march to and from chapel or dining 
hall. The Cake Walk or march is by no means a lost art 
among the negroes, and its advent is more of an incentive to a 
drooping pair of shoulders or a tardy brace of feet than the 
shrill command of an officer. 

The races occupy separate but communicating dining rooms. 
After the invocation, which is sung by a chorus of five hundred 
voices, naturally harmonious, one may observe from the pleas
ant chatter on one hand and the reserve which the Indian 
maintains at his most convivial times, the social characteristics 
peculiar to the two races. * 
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NORTH OF THE 49TH PARALLEL. 

THE possible political union of Canada with the United 
States has become a debatable question of importance. 

Men in high stations have constituted themselves advocates of 
this union and their adherents guard with jealousy the claim 
that their leaders were first to suggest this union. We propose, 
however, here merely to look at some of the natural possessions 
and advantages of Canada, and herein we may see some of the 
reasons why statesmen are desirous that Canada should link hei 
political fortune with ours. 

Excluding Alaska from our possessions, Canada is the larger 
country. The United States has 3,036,000 square miles; Can
ada 3,470,392. Canada fills out nearly forty per cent, of the territory 
of the British Empire, and with the great lakes and its rivers it pos
sesses more than one half of the fresh water of the globe an 
area of 31,000 square miles. The tonnage which passes through 
the Sault Ste Marie canal in seven months of 1888 equalled 
that which passed through the Suez Canal during the whole 
year; not to speak of that which the competing railways car
ried. 

Wheat is, perhaps, the best test of advantages of climate. 
This cereal has been known to have produced, near many Hud
son Bay Company's stations for twenty years without rotation 
or fertilization, an annual crop averaging thirty bushels per 
acre. Climate, it should be remembered, is much more affected 
by altitude than by latitude. Europe has an average elevation 
of six hundred and seventy-one feet; North America of seven 
hundred and forty-eight feet, while the Canadian part of North 
America has only three hundred feet. An affect of this is seen 
in the fact that the mean temperature of Hudson's Bay is three 
degrees warmer than that of Lake Superior. The fact that the 
winters in Canada are severe has its compensations. It the 
ground is frozen six or eight feet deep, it furnishes in its thaw
ing an unfailing supply of moisture to the growing crop 
above. There is an average of two hours a day more of sun
shine during the time of wheat growing in the Canadian North
west than can be claimed in other wheat producing regions* 
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The sun's forceful rays bring up the moisture from the ice in 
the ground. One should look for a variety of climate m a land 
that extends from the latitude of Rome, Italy, to that of the 
North Cape, in Norway. Canada is favored by the Gulf Stream 
in the Atlantic and by the Japan Current in the Pacific. 

The fisheries of Canada are of stupendous importance. 
Bounded by three oceans, it has over five thousand five hun
dred miles of sea coast, and the abundance of fish is simply in
exhaustible. The cold currents from the North bring down the 
food upon which these fish thrive. Professor Hind, who is 
quoted in a recent number of the Aorth American, says. The 
Arctic seas and the great rivers which they send forth swarm 
with minute forms of life constituting in many places a living 
mass, a vast ocean of living slime, the source of food that gives 
sustenance to the countless millions of fish." 

The non-phosphorus iron ores and coal deposits are enormous, 
and their quality is superior. Great quantities of asbestos, 
mica, antimony, arsenic, pirites, oxides of iron, marble, graphite, 
gypsum, white quartz for potters' use, siliceous sand-stone for 
glass, and emery, await him who will take them. 

We may begin to see why the Canadian question is promi
nent. The political union may be a long time coming, that a 
commercial union is in the near future, all who read the signs 
of the times " must see. 

MORAL ECONOMY. 

(CONTRIBUTED.) 

WHAT should be thought of a lad who, upon becoming an 
apprentice to a carpenter, or shipbuilder, or manufacturer, 

should ask to be treated as if nothing were known in these trades, 
and should desire to be left to discover or invent all the rules and 
tools for himself? Or if a boy who, instead of making use of 
the grammars and arithmetics in the school, should insist 011 
making his own books? If politeness would forbid the appli
cation of " fool" to such persons, it would not be too harsh to 
say that they must be very unwise to refuse what was already 
prepared for their minds and hands, and waste time in trying 
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to do over, what has been already done. Common sense would 
say, " Use what the skill and labor of others have provided; 
improve on it, if you can, but do not think of acting as if 
nothing could he known or done that does not originate with 
yourself." 

But in what respect is the course of the lad or girl less un
wise, who says, " I will not have anything to do with the exper
ience of others in the business of moral character; I will not 
look at what has been found out by the course of those who 
have lived before me, hut will make my own experiments; 1 
must try for myself whether there is this difference between good 
and bad habits, whether temptfttions are so hard to over-come.1 

Yet how common is this way of action, if not of reasoning, 
among our youth! The experience of those who have gone 
through the same stages of life has little influence on the next 
generation. Their parents and other older persons testify to 
them of the injurious effects of many kinds of indulgence on 
health, mind, prosperity, character; but, instead of making 
this testimony answer the purpose of saving them the trouble, 
loss and waste of going through what has already been demon
strated by the experience of thousands, they insist on making 
their own trial; and the consequence is, in the greater number 
of instances, the rash experimenters fall into their own trap, 
and no experience of others can then help them out. 

If one of the objects of a SIGNAL is to warn adventurers of a 
danger that has been discovered before their time, and so keep 
them from the peril of new experiments, we would use our 
pages to entreat the young readers to save themselves the dis
grace, suffering, and remorse of falling from the true way of life, 
because they would not make use of what has already been 
proved and placed before them as their instructor and guide. 
Let them study this as a chapter of moral economy. H. 

THE RAINDROP SPEAKS. 

ALTHOUGH I am very small indeed, and not looked upon 
with as much respect as I would like, still, I think that I 

am accomplishing as much in the world as some larger objects. 
I would like to give you a little of my experience. 

' 

I 
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When I was very young I was inclined to be mischievous. One 
day, when some friends and I were passing over a pretty little 
village, we saw a May party just starting. All the little girls 
were dressed in their best and looked very stiff, and I thought 
it would be great fun to spoil the vain little girls' dresses and 
pride, so, at last, I succeeded in coaxing my brothers and sisters 
to drop down upon the party; we succeeded in spoiling the 
prettiest of the dresses, but when I found myself taken off of 
the little girl and wrung into a dirty pail, I began to think my 
ideas of pleasure were somewhat mistaken. I lay in the bucket 
a week and then the servant upset me. Once I was floating 
above a beautiful garden, when "I saw all the dear little pansies 
drooping their heads so that no one could see their colors. Then 
we again decided to fall, and when we had refreshed them, they 
raised their heads and looked so thankful, it made me feel very 
happy and, on the whole, I enjoyed this last experience more 
than my first. 

I will draw a moral for the benefit of those who go through 
the world thinking only to please themselves, namely, that in 
trying to make others happy, you are really finding happiness 
yourselves. META H. THOMAS. 

A SNOWFLAKE. 

ONCE upon a time, when I was in my infancy, I lived far 
above all you little folks, and I used to watch the happy 

faces at the windows, watching and waiting for me and my 
many friends to come down thick and fast, for their pleasure. 
Sometimes I would melt into little raindrops, because the air 
was so warm, and then all the little faces would frown and 
sometimes cry, because they were expecting me to come and 
make pretty white snow; and at other times oh! how happy 
they would be to see me come down in beautiful white crystals! 
and then they would all run for their sleds, and mittens, and 
skates, and what a jolly time they would have, sliding down 
hill, skating on the ice, and playing in the snow! Then, be
sides making fun for the children, I keep the little roots and 
grain all nice and warm, for without me they would be so cold 
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they could not live, and would die, so you see I do quite a good 
deal of good, and I feel quite proud of niyself. And, then, 
when I have done all the good I can on top of the ground, I 
melt and sink into the earth and go down and give the little 
roots a drink of fresh water, and then I go down, down, down, 
and, after awhile, I join with other little drops, and we flow 
along and burst out of the side of the mountain and form a 
little spring, and other springs running with us, form rivers. 
Perhaps you little folks do not know I am of use in the summer 
as well as in winter. There are mountains whose tops are cov
ered by my friends all the year round. I hope some day you 
can come to see me in those places of curiosity. 

HELEN E. HENDRICKSON. 

HER BIRTHPLACE. 

{ f T was born—." The maiden said; 
Straightway each lover raised his head, 
And in rapture shouted " Where ? " 

" What land can boast a queen so fair ? " 

"It must have been 'neath Southern skies, 
Where first flashed forth those dreamy eyes, 
And sure those lips of ruby hue, 
Were shaped by angels there for you? " 

" Thy glowing color and form sublime, 
All bespeak some sunny clime— 
If so small a foot and pretty hand, 
Could come elsewhere than Fairyland." 

" It must have been where lilies rear 
Their chastened heads through all the year ; 
Where never ventures winter's snow, 
And magnolias bloom and roses grow." 

* 

" But what's this you say ? " "Ah, no ! no! 
You joke and rare is your joke, ho! ho! 
Not there the birthplace of one like thee, 
Nay, ha ! ha! That could never be!" 

" What, true! For you would not deceive us ? 
Or needlessly thus cruelly grieve us ? 
With the beauty of Ilebe and charms of a Circe. 
Ye gods ! O, to think of it! Born in New Jersey."—SELECTED. 
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EDITORIALS. 

THE NORMAL. 

SINCE the accession of our Principal to his present position, 
a marked change has been accomplished in the classification 

and course of study of the Normal. This change is in accord
ance with the spirit of the times, and exhibits the deft touch of 
a master acquainted with the principles of a sound educational 
polity, and possessed of an accurate knowledge of the condition 
of our public schools. 

In the reorganization of our Normal, the ratio of academic to 
professional work has been happily settled. The substance of 
this " new departure " has been summed up in a prominent edu
cational journal of recent date, in an editorial entitled "The 
New Jersey State Normal School," as follows: 

There is a consensus of opinion that a normal school should 
be a professional institution, but when the conditions surround
ing its origin, and attending its progress and development are 
considered, we note that its practical life has been largely 
academic. The State Normal School of New Jersey occupies 
the proud position of having its academic and professional 
phases properly balanced. The educational landscape may be 
comprehended under two views; that of the high-schools and 
academies, and of the common district schools. It is assumed 
that among the former a sufficient " number of schools of ap
proved efficiency exists to warrant the giving of strictly pro
fessional training to their graduates. Such graduates will be 
admitted to the second year or the professional course of this 
normal school without further examination. Students from the 
district schools, who have not enjoyed the advantages of a care
fully graded course of academic study, will upon examination 
enter the first or formative year of work; having completed 
this year, they will pursue a strictly professional course during 
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the remaining two years. The demand upon the students in 
the number of their studies has been lessened, m order that 
more time may be obtained for those they pursue. The first 
year's students having completed their academic reviews m e e-
mentary arithmetic, grammar, geography, United States history, 
a portion of industrial drawing, reading, spelling, and writing, 
will enter upon their professional course. They meet here those 
who have come from accredited high-schools and academies, 
and together they complete the second year. The work now ac
complished constitutes the elementary course and it a student 
can stay no longer, he may be graduated in this course Those 
who desire further professional training, will continue throug 1 
the third and final year, taking additional work m pedagogy, 
and be graduated as advanced students. The State Normal 
School of New Jersey proposes to require in the future a tair 
endowment of natural aptitude, and a reasonable amount ol 
acquired possession of correct method, of_ k nowledge of the 
historical development of pedagogical principles, of the science 
of mind in its manifold activities, and of a practical acquaint
ance with teaching. It is also in sympathy with kindergarten 
work, manual training, and industrial art, as all tnese lie close 
to the great needs of human existence. The mission ol this 
state institution would not be complete, however satisfactory its 
autonomy, were its relations to the teachers now employed in 
the public schools to be left out. A perfect alliance of amity 
and public interest with all friends of education will be soug 1 
by the management of this state normal school. 

This is a condensed view of the present situation, devoid of 
any " ornate literary setting." It may be added that to meet 
the general outline of formative and professional years, a new 
and reasonable nomenclature of the classification of the school 
has been adopted. The classes are designated in the order of 
their yearly progress as B, A, and Senior, each having two 
terms, recognized respectively as first and second. It doesn t 
take a knowdedge of the calculus applied to qualitative and 
quantitative analysis to find where a student belongs in this 
scheme. A successful effort has been made to put the Normal 
" first among its equals," and we look for an increased interest 
in behalf of the institution, among all who hold the educational 
interests of our State dear. The graduates of the Normal 
should, in a special manner, strive to aid their Alma Mates-^ in 
every possible way. Here lies the field for the creation of a 
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public sentiment which shall be for the betterment of local ed
ucational interests, and the wider circles of this influence will 
redound to the permanent good of the Normal. 

The Normal has received a new impetus ; her teaching force, 
as represented by her present undergraduates, has been greatly 
enlarged. The organization of practice teaching has been sim
ply a revolution. Very many more than ever before have this 
advantage. The pupil-teachers are organized into sections, 
with captains. Plans for daily lessons are required from the 
young teachers, and these plans are examined by a critic-teach
er, and then used in real class-room exercises, under the eye of 
experienced teachers. The scope of criticism here covers the 
manner of conducting recitation, preparation on subject matter, 
method of presenting the subject, distribution of work, discip
line and interest of class. 

The article quoted very properly, in conclusion, calls atten
tion to the relations between the Normal and the teachers in the 
State. It is the desire of the Principal and Faculty of the 
Normal to be in accord with all who have the welfare of educa
tion at heart, upon .whatever lines of effort they may be em
ployed. They wish with them to be recognized as earnest labor
ers in the cause of public instruction, and with them to strive 
for " whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatso
ever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report." 

HISTORY OF THE STATE SCHOOLS. 

THE State of New Jersey has always taken a most commend, 
able interest in educational matters. When the sturdy 

colonists from England and Holland first touched our shores and 
began to carve for themselves a home out of the then unexplored 
and unknown wilderness, they brought the school-master with 
them, and the rise of the school-house was only secondary to 
the erection of the home itself. The distinction of being the 
pioneer pedagogue in the colony belongs to Englebert Steenhuy-
sen, who first wielded the rod at Bergen Square in 1662. As 
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early as 1693 the General Assembly passed a school law and 
from that time, the state has never failed to encourage and sup
port the cause of education. 

With such influences at work for so long a period, it is not 
strange that New Jersey occupies her present enviable position 
in this regard, and that her Normal school stands so high in 
scholastic circles. The greatness of this institution can be ap
preciated when the fact is borne in mind that the total number 
of pupils attending the Normal, with its two adjuncts, the Model 
and the Farnum, is nearly nine hundred. This is a noble show
ing and the schools deserve all the success they are receiving. 

The subject of a state school for the training of public schoo 
teachers was first broached in 1828, by Dr. McLean, ol Prince
ton, who warmly advocated it. Twenty years after more interest 
was awakened, when Professor E, C. Nines read a notable paper 
on the subject at Mount Holly. Definite action was not taken 
until 1855, when active agitation was begun throughout the state 
and Governor Price made a strong and urgent appeal to the 
Legislature to take some action. This was not without good re
sults, for in the same year the Legislature appropriated $10,000 
for the establishment of a Normal School and elected a full 
board of trustees. The board organized on April 24th, and pro
posals for sites were received from Beverly, Orange, New 
Brunswick, Pennington, Princeton and Trenton. 

The prize went to Trenton, and on October 5th, 1855, the cor
ner stone of the new building was laid with imposing ceremonies 
and on the 17th of July following the structure was formally 
dedicated. The school had previously begun its sessions on Octo
ber 1st, in a temporary abode with fifteen pupils. This number 
was increased ten-fold before the end of the y ear. Since that time 
no less than twenty-seven hundred have matriculated at the 
institution, by far the greater proportion of whom afterwards 
taught in the public schools. The Legislature soon sustained 
the Normal by an annual appropriation of $15,000, but left the 
Model self-sustaining to perform the functions of a preparatory 
school and a school for practice. The first President was 
William F. Phelps, who remained for nine years, when he was 
succeeded by Dr. John S. Hart, the grammarian and rhetorician. 
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Dr. Hart accepted a professorship in Princeton College in 1871 
and was succeeded by Servis Johnson, upon whose retirement, 
Dr. Washington Hasbrouck, in 1876, came to to the executive 
chair. He was succeeded on the 11th of February last, by Pro
fessor James M. Green, late Principal of the Long Branch High 
School. 

The Farnum Preparatory school at Beverly, through the gift 
of Paul Farnum, was dedicated in October, 1856, and in 1858 the 
"present Model School, adjoining the Normal, was erected. 
Among the distinguished men who look back to the State 
Schools as their alma mater are Justice Reed, of the Supreme 
Court; Ex-State Superintendent of Schools Apgar, Mayor 
Magowan, of Trenton; Novelist Edward S. Ellis, of Orange; 
Austin Apgar, the scientist; Ex-Assemblyman Hutchinson, of 
Burlington county, and others innumerable. 

GEOBGE WORM AN, M odel '86. 

THE MODEL SCHOOL. 

THE " schoolmen " of the world may in general be classified 
as Peripatetics, Academicians, Stoics and Modelites. The 

last being modern, have avoided the errors of the former and 
added to their virtues. Our classification may be deemed as 
incomplete by some, but those who criticise us are not good at 
generalization. They could and would find fault with any lines 
of demarkation except their own. They would cavil at the fol
lowing distribution of buttons: Buttons are divided into three 
classes—shirt buttons, door buttons, and all other kind of but
tons; and these hyper-scientifically evolutionized persons find 
their analogues in the carping critics, who object to the deriva
tion of Middletown from Moses by dropping—iddletown and 
adding—oses. To please them or despite them we will say that 
schoolmen are ancient and modern •; and all good modern school
men are Modelites, or ought to be. 

To be a Modelite is to attend or to have attended the Model 
School. Therefore the Model School should receive our atten
tion. 

The Model School is an institution with a history, and its 
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history is honorable. Fuller, of church history proclivities, 
says, " A little allay of dullness in the master of a college, mak-
eth him better to manage secular affairs but the masters o 
this college have not possessed this "allay," and yet they have 
managed their affairs, secular and other, with circumspection and 
success. There were, no doubt, heroes before Agamemnon, and 
doubtless those who know could recount deeds of intellectual 
valor on the part of those who antedate the reign of Rev. Mar
cus H. Martin. Here was a man of superior worth, careful, 
methodical, wise, and conscientious. The school flourished un
der his sway, and Modelites wrote his name upon their banners, 
and in that sign conquered. He passed, and was succeeded iy 
the present incumbent, Oliver P. Steves, Ph.D., a captain who 
leads wherever he asks his men to go; an earnest,.aggressive, 
well-equipped teacher with the courage of his convictions. Both 
these " guides of youth " are learned in the law of their profes
sion and zealous in the performance of every duty. Ihe Mode 
School flourishes to-day as of yore, and young men now in 
business and in college look back with pleasant recollections to 
the time when they did their « sumsor said their hie, haec, hoc 

within its walls. , , 
But when we have said so much, only the half has been 

told for are there not the girls—the dear, delightful, joyous, al
ways abounding and sometimes bounding girls? What would 
the Model be without them! What would an omelette be with
out eggs! Our thoughts take wings and mount to the second 
floor °where Miss Ely presides over the intellectual activity that 
makes things hum. The zeal and consequent success that 
crowns the efforts of the young ladies of this department are 
lamely due to the personal magnetism and intellectual grip ot 
their "lady superior," who fills so acceptably the position so 
long occupied by her, whose memory students and teachers sti 
revere. The heads of both of these departments would willing
ly admit that their efforts would be but beating the air weie 
they not so loyally and efficiently supported by their associate 
teachers. Long may both departments wave! the latter, to fui-
nish homes and society with patterns of virtuous and cultured 
women—bright jewels- in the crown of a nations honor, the 
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former to give us men of strong moral fibre and of intellectual 
grasp—a safe-guard for the state, and our country's hope. 

The Model School is a school of high order—a preparatory 
school of excellent record. In its classical grade it is extremely 
fortunate, and our citizens show a due appreciation of the super
ior advantages to be derived from it. To all beneath the shadow 
of the walls of the Model School and to all who have left its 
cloisters for other scenes of activity, we give a health. May the 
Model School flourish. May no shadow obscure the brightness 
of its shining, but may its " future be as prosperous and happy 
as its past has been glorious and successful." ALUMNUS. 

WE feel that THE SIGNAL is gaining ground in the good opin
ion of those whom we would represent. Two little misses 

from one of the lower classes of the Model School send us their 
contributions. We trust that " The Raindrop " and " The Snow-
flake" will not be overlooked by our readers. We extend our 
editorial thanks to our young friends. 

E are pleased to print a contribution, " Moral Economy," 
from a prominent clergyman of our city, both because of 

the intrinsic merit of the lesson inculcated by the article and 
because we feel that the SIGNAL is complimented when our rev
ered contributor gives us this evidence of his favor. 

THE resignation of George Cresse as local editor upon SIG
NAL'S board of editors, was recently reluctantly accepted. 

Mr. Cresse performed assiduous and conscientious work while a 
member of our editorial corps, and we regret that he felt com
pelled to sever the very pleasant official relations with his asso
ciate editors. 

Mr. M. P. Frutchey succeds to the vacancy in the board of 
editors created by the resignation of Mr. Cresse. His election 
was a just tribute to an estimable and an efficient student. 
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There was no candidate to compete with Mr. Frutchey, and his 
election was practically unanimous. We welcome him to our 
" table round." 

OOME one has said that if an object is to be gamed we must 
O "keep pegging away" at it. Thus far it seems that the 
pleas of the SIGNAL for a gymnasium, where our young men 
could exercise every day, have been like good seed sown upon 
hard and rocky ground. This should not be. No greater want 
is felt in our schools, than that of a well fitted up gymnasium, 
and the constant expressions of regret at the absence of one 
should cause the action of the trustees in this matter. We trust 
that the efforts made will, in the near future, accomplish good 
results, and that our schools will soon be equipped with a gym
nasium which will be a credit to the institution. 

THE need for suitable reference books in the class rooms is 
1 one which should soon be satisfied. There is practically no 
library in connection with these schools to which our students 
can turn. To use the words of one of our faculty, 1 lie library 
of the Model School consists of a lot of singing books, some old 
out-of-date encyclopedias and some other books lo the 
numerous improvements that have been made recently m the 
schools it is to be hoped that a library will be added. 

THE season of "Spring Fever" has again come, for we see its 
1 languishing effects everywhere,—no doubt the reader wi 
here find an evident example-bnt do not be alarmed, the dis
ease will soon pass away, leaving nothing bu a few scattered 
zeros to show how serious the case may have been. What do 
we prescribe ? Vacation. Vacation is at hand hat 0 * 
it brings to the pupil who has been away at school for over three 
months. How we have been looking forward to it and planning 
how to get the most good out of one short week. 

But when vacation is over, we will again assemble with 
brighter faces and brighter intellects, better prepared to master 
the difficulties of the closing year. 
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SCIENCE NOTES. 

THE scientific spirit is the want to know, you know " that 
pushes investigation into every field of human effort. How 

" stale, flat, and unprofitable " were all our lives without the ac
quisitions which science brings us! Prom Tubal-cain to Edison 
the inventive genius of man has striven to bring under subjec
tion the forces of Nature. The telegraph has been referred to 
once too many times, and the steam-engine is no novelty,— 
these are the modern mile-stones that mark the progress of the 
human race in these " foremost files of time." Printing took 
learning from the keeping of the few and was the one grand 
achievement that tended to put man upon a plane of equality. 
These agencies have become such matters of common reference, 
that we look for a derisive remark upon any reference to them. 

So fast do we advance in scientific acquirements, that we 
should not be astonished if the next generation should leave 
their stomachs at the restaurant to be filled while their owners 
improve the time to attend a stock sale of an air line transit to 
the moon. Are we not near the time when all the manufactories 
in a large city will be geared or belted together and operated by 
one source of power, the entire combination becoming self-ad
justing to the last detail, wheel, pulley and lever responding 
without personal attention beyond that of a superintendent, 
who will start the whole " aggregation" by simply putting a 
nickel in the slot. The complete gamut of invention has by no 
means yet been run, even when we pass from a machine to grind 
out logarithms down to " Pigs in Clover." 

There is, however, one grand field in our country, where the 
display of science upon a large scale is already called for. The 
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ability of American engineers is rated high, and its possessors 
have been in demand in numerous foreign countries This 
ability should be employed in surveying our western arid region 
and in the construction of reservoirs and canals for the storage 
and delivery of water to irrigate that vast region lying between 
the. 100th parallel and the narrow fertile territory upon the 
Pacific Slope. The accomplishment of this grand scheme is t le 
next great work of this country. When one has seen the 
leagues on leagues of sterile acres that stretch their weary 
lengths between these limits—acres which are the habitat of 
sage-brush, jack-rabbits, and coyotes, a limitless waste, or dreary, 
unproductive expanse of untillable land—the benefits that water 
will bring to the inhabitants, yet to be in this empire of wilder
ness and the almost unimaginable advantage that this great 
empire will develope for the country as a whole, will take a tan
gible'shape in his mind and will cause him to cease to wonder 
why so much waste matter was ever created. There are here 
1 200 000 square miles capable of supporting 200,000,0 0 in m -
itants—a territory one third larger than British India. The 
ruins of hydraulic works are to be found in many countries. 
Egypt, Southern Europe, Palestine, Persia and India afford re
mains of great works for the purpose of irrigation. Perhaps the 
most extensive of these in storage capacity was the Rayian basin 
which held the waters of the Nile and thus gave that fertility to 
the soil that made Egypt famous. 

The nature of the surveys and maps of area will be upon a 
larger scale. Hitherto government surveys have been for the 
individual occupant; they must proceed, in the arid tract, upon 
broader lines. Natural features of the country must be objects 
of principal consideration. It must be determined where water 
may be stored and how and where it may be delivered The 
accomplishment of these ends will call for no ordinary talent in 

scientific attainments. . 
The work will have in view the developement of a wide area 

and the future good of millions of people. Congress, in its last 
session, appropriated $100,000 for preliminary surveys and the . 
present Congress has added $250,000. The work is too large for 
individual enterprise; it should be conducted by the nation, and 
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carried on upon the basis of a broad statesmanship for the good of 
the whole people. 

The people of several rainless regions have already taken 
action in 'their respective states. The San Jouquin valley, in 
California, is a notable illustration. Numerous irrigating^ com
panies exists there, and the land has greatly enhanced in pro
ductive power, and consequently, in value. 

From the term of the Mexican-Spanish occupation, the prac
tice has been to raise large crops of wheat which could be done 
without irrigation, but the large estates are being cut up and 
fruit culture and small farms are becoming the rule. These need 
water and the supply is furnished from the snows of the Sierras 
through the irrigating canals. 

The engineering skill requisite for the great undertaking of 
storing and distributing water over the arid region of our country 
will be comparable to nothing more than to that of grand 
strategy in military affairs. The result of the application of 
science in this great work are not to be exaggerated. 

FEW years ago, while spending the summer in the Pocono 
mountains, I witnessed the most severe and yet the grand

est thunder storms that, in my short life, I have ever seen. The 
day had been hot and oppressive, and that stifling air so com
mon to August hung over the mountains and gave them the 
appearence of trembling with the heat. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, as we were sitting on the 
piazza of the third floor, we noticed a bank of leaden colored 
clouds hanging about the horizon. The clouds came steadily 
nearer and nearer, and an occasional flash of lightning followed 
by deep rumbling thunder informed us that we were in for a 
storm; and now, as the clouds rolled up, hiding first one peak 
and then another from our view, the lightning flashes became 
more frequent and vivid, and the thunder reports louder and 
more distinct. It was a grand sight; at our backs the sun was 
still shining and its reflection on the clouds, in front, gave them 

STRUCK BY LIGHTNING. 
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followed by deep rumbling thunder informed us that we were in 
for a storm: and now, as the clouds rolled up, hiding first one 
peak and then another from our view, the lightning flashes be
came more frequent and vivid, and the thunder reports louder 
and more distinct. It was a grand sight; at our backs the sun 
was still shining and its reflection on the clouds, in front, gave 
them a weird and unearthly aspect; and now the wind rose, 
and to our right and left the proud monarchs of the forest 
bowed and swayed, moved by an invisible force, and their 
leaves gleamed in the dull light with a silvery color. Harder 
and harder blew the wind, brighter and brighter flashed the 
lightning, louder and louder roared the thunder, as it echoed 
from mountain to mountain; and as one peal commenced to 
die away in the. distance, another clap would take the up dying 
sound and fling it back again with increased strength. Not a 
drop of rain had fallen, and we stood out on the open piazza, 
rooted to the spot, as we beheld the awful majesty of the storm. 
Suddenly, as we watched spell-bound, a ball of fire exploded 
right before our eyes, followed by a clap of thunder which I 
shall never forget. We were blinded by the flash and could 
feel a slinging sensation all over us, caused by the electricity. 
The ground trembled as if moved by an earthquake, and the 
clouds belched forth a sound unequaled by any I have ever 
heard, or hope to hear again. Fully startled by this, we took 
shelter in the house, and then the rain came down in torrents; 
but the crisis was past, and in fifteen minutes the sun was shin
ing brightly again—the storm was over. 

In making an investigation afterwards, in order to ascertain 
what had been struck, we discovered a very strange thing. 

About two hundred feet from the hotel there was a pond, 20 
feet in diameter, which the proprietor kept well stocked with 
trout, and three feet from the edge there stood a large tree. The 
lightning had struck this tree, not at the top as would naturally 
be expected, but about fifteen feet from the ground. The trunk 
was shattered, and a deep furrow extended along one side of it. 
The lightning passed from this tree into the ground, making a 
hole some three or four inches wide; after passing into the 
ground to the depth of three feet, it made a complete turn and 
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struck out for the water of the pond. There was another hole 
right on the brink of the pond, where the lightning had come 
out of the ground, and the pieces of sod from this were found 
on the other side. 

' Some of the fish were killed outright, others were unharmed, 
and still others were found lying on their backs at the surface of 
the water. At first it was supposed that these would die in a 
short time, but they continued to live for several days, swimming 
along on their backs, but unable to turn over. The curiosity ot 
all was aroused and an examination being made it was discov
ered that the air bladders had been burst, and they were unable 
to balance themselves in any way. They would have lived on 
the surface of the water until they died of starvation, had they 
not been mercifully killed. Two women who were in the spring 
house near the pond were knocked down and remained insensi
ble for some time. 

Many people, to" whom I have told this story, have shaken 
their heads, as much as to say, " That is a fish story," but many 
others besides myself witnessed this strange phenomenom and 
their testimony will go to corroborate this. k. 

IT is said that one firm in Sheffield consumes every year all 
the ivory that is produced by 800 elephants. 

BY a process of compression in hydraulic presses hard wood 
in now prepared from soft wood. This process makes the 

grain so fine and uniform that it can not be told from real hard 
wood, and is equally as good for finishing and durability. 

AS there is scarcely any rainfall along the Persian Gulf, the 
natives are compelled to get their supply of fresh water 

from the sea. This is done by diving and filling a leather bag 
from the many springs of fresh water which boil, or bubble up 
through the sands on the bottom of the sea. 

THE uses to which paper is put are constantly increasing, 
doubtless, on account of its durability and strength. Two 

paper-houses are being erected at Parkesburg, Pa, which will 
have paper partitions, paper walls and paper roofs. 
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THE remarkable longevity of some species of plants is plainly 
shown by a rose bush, still living, at Hildershein, Prussia, 

which was planted by Charlemange in commemoration of a 
visit made him by the embassador of the Caliph Haroun-al-Ras-
chid, and has therefore attained the astonishing age of over a 
thousand years. 

ANEW screw propeller has just been invented for the Navy by 
which our war vessels may acquire a speed of over nineteen 

knots an hour. It consists of two screws on each side of the 
vessel, one ahead of the other, instead of a single or double screw 
at the stern. As the screws can be run in either direction it is 
claimed that such a vessel can be turned in its own length, a feat 
which is especially valuable in harbors. It is thought by this 
plan the vessel may attain a speed of thirty knots an hour. 

FROM experiments it is found that the force of Atlantic 
breakers is about three tons upon every square inch of sur

face exposed to them. Thus a surface of only two square yards 
would sustain a blow equal to about fifty-four tons. In a heavy 
gale a few years ago, blocks of limestone and granite from two 
to five tons in weight were washed about like pebbles at the 
Plymouth breakwater. 

AN ingenious plan is adopted in many places by which many 
mistakes may be avoided by persons putting up or giving 

medicines in the dark. It is done by means of bottles as rough 
and prickly as a chestnut burr which are used for holding dang
erous or poisonous drugs, while the ordinary bottle is used for 
harmless drugs. 

THE question as to whether interglacial men existed in the 
Mississippi valley has been at last settled, as genuine palaeo

lithic implements have been recently discovered differing from 
similar implements made by Indians, in that the latter are made 
of flint and the former of quartz situated in gravels and sands 
that could only be glacial. 
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LOCAL. 

HOW NOT TO DO IT. 

'' TT APPY that people whose annals are uninteresting.' \\ e 
M may have "just enough of learning to misquote'' the 

true version of the preceding but we will give a prize kitten from 
the next litter to any one who will give us information of any in
teresting event properly considered a local that has "transpired 
from the Swamp Angel to Monmouth street, and from Southard 
to the east end of the young men's hall. The man who had 
nothing to do and had some one to help him pile it up cou 
pad out this department with comfort if it were not that the 
concrete pages of "copy " must he placed before the printer. T e 
local editor of THE SIGNAL w ould like to be informed if he is to 
make history as well as record it! Now, smarty! 

In looking for a fact of local importance, we are situated muc 1 
like the blind man in a dark cellar looking for a black cat that 
wasn't there. We have found nothing. But this " find may 
be looked upon as something to our use for zero is its character anc 
there are several kinds of zeros. We may pause to discriminate 
and thus note if the nothing we have found is represented by 
any one of them. The absolute zero of cold is way down, down, 
down where everything is quiet and passive and solid. This 
seems to suit our case. This seems to be about the size of the 
nothing which we have discovered. Still, there is a strong com
petition with this zero by the arithmetical zero, that represen
tative of hopeless vacuity and too often the dreaded result of 
recitation room experience. This zero is the very quintessence 
of emptiness, a yawning, unsatisfied void, ^ a mile-stone on 
the road to nowhere, the tomb of hope, and it is all these at once; 

V 
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and this is what makes the student feel so peculiar when he 
secures one of these " prize-in-every-package " arithmetical zeros. 

The algebraic zero is more elusive; it plays up and down the 
side-aisles of your imagination, and coquets with the assignable 
values so innocently and with such an air of reality that itselt 
seems to be endowed with value. But it escapes your touch and 
refuses to increase or to diminish any tangible, veritable some
thing with which it may be associated. This miget, sprite, in-
finitessimally small is still "too largeby half ' to represent any
thing upon which we can put our finger and say, here is a 
suitable topic for a local editorial. 

We incline to the arithmetical zero as the true representative 
•of the want of value of all the things that haven't taken place 
as well as of this " leader." Let us hope, we do hope, that ere 
THE SIGNAL shall have again completed a revolution in its orbit 
—if signals have orbits—something will have occurred, and we 
shall look to our students, whose servants we are to " hustle 
around " and make something happen. Do not leave us to pass 
•our time in 

" Dropping buckets in empty wells, 
And growing old in drawing nothing up." 

THE WASHING-TON INAUGURATION CENTENNIAL., 

THIS month marks the one hundredth anniversary of the ex
istence of our government; and, as such, should be of in

terest to all. Our country, conceived in liberty, and dedicated 
to the principle that all men are equal, has risen; in a century, from 
a settlement of one million inhabitants struggling for existence, 
to a great nation of sixty million souls standing firm upon the 
rock of right and justice. 

As we look back on the record of the land, first one and then 
another figure looms up, to whom we may attribute our great 
progress; but towering above them all, rises the calm, serene, 
and yet majestic form of George Washington. Just as in a 
building, so in a nation ; if the foundation is firm the structure 
must stand; our foundation is staunch, our country is safe. 

It is the centennial of Washington's inauguration that we are 
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called upon to celebrate; and to us, who live in Trenton, the 
day is of peculiar interest. Here one of the most decisive bat
tles of the Revolution was fought; and through this town 
Washington himself passed on his journey to New York. We 
can go to the very spot where our soldiers routed the British, 
daily, pass through the streets they traversed, and the very tri
umphal arch beneath which our first President passed is the 
property of one of our inhabitants. There is to be no public 
demonstration in Trenton, and yet we may, and should, let peo
ple know that we have a deep interest in such an occasion. 

It is for us to demonstrate that we are true American citizens; 
that we fully appreciate the responsibility resting upon us, as 
such, and that, by our persevering endeavors, we will protect 
our rights, insure justice to all, and defend our liberty with our 
lives if need be. 

" Long may our land be bright 
With freedom's holy light! 

Protect us by thy might, 
Great God! our King!" 

SHORT ESSAY ON SPOONS. 

SPOONS are a very useful article in this world of ours. We 
need spoons for breakfast, spoons for dinner, and spoons 

for supper, too. Spoons for sweets, and spoons for bitters, 
spoons for tarts and spoons for mush. These most indispensable of 
luxuries (I mean spoons) are made of various materials. Some
times they are soft and malleable stuff, sometimes heavy and 
often light, sometimes bright and often dull, sometimes deep 
and often shallow, sometimes full and sometimes empty. There 
are different kinds of spoons: gold, silver, lead, brass, wooden, 
and tin; but all are used for the same purpose, which you know 
only too well. 

Much more can be said upon this inexhaustable subject, but 
we will leave the remainder to your imagination. 

All interested in spoons can apply for samples, to the great 
It-ny Br—k manufacturing company, between the hours of ten 
and twelve. A. SPOONER & Co. 
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SCHOOL MATTERS. 

(£ rpHE Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold,'' but in a 
1 far different spirit the subjoined committee came 

down " upon the recipient of the following resolutions: 
Professor E. F. Carr, who for twelve and a half years had ex

ercised supervisory control of the young Men's Boarding Hhll of 
the State Schools, voluntarily surrendered recently his position 
as Resident Professor. This resignation in no degree affects his 
position as instructor in mathematics in the Normal. 

The occasion of the presentation of the resolutions was very 
enjoyable. A well laid plan had been successfully " worked " to 
secure the presence of the Professor at his home, lo his aston
ishment, instead of two earnest students in search ot truth whom 
he had been led to expect, six of his student friends ot the Hall 
entered his house. They formed in column and made a direct 
onset upon the Professor, the Chairman of the committee firing 
at him at point blank range the following resolutions: 

" Resolutions adopted by the young men of the Boarding Hall 
of the N. J. State Normal and Model Schools on the resignation 
of Elias F. Carr as Resident Professor of the Hall: " 

"WHEREAS, Our resident professor, Elias F. Carr, has retired 
from the management of this Hall and, whereas, the young 
men of the Hall desire to express their good will, and their ap
preciation of his services therefore, be it 

Resolved By the young men of the Boarding Hall ot the N ew 
Jersev State Normal and Model Schools that our congratulations 
he extended to him on the successful and harmonious manage
ment of hall affairs during his long administration. 

Resolved That we hereby tender to him our sincere thanks tor 
the efforts' that he has put forth for our welfare in preserving 
order and dignity, and for the kindly interest he has at all times 
manifested toward each one of us. ... 

Resolved That we hereby express that kindly affection which 
we have had for the Professor through these years, and which 
we feel most at the time of bidding our farewell. . , ^ , 

Resolved That we hereby express our earnest desire tnat Hod 
may spare his life for many years to carry to a successful end the 
work that is set before him." 

Committee of resolutions: 
W. C. CRISPIN, Chairman, 



170 THE SIGNAL. 

J. CLARENCE SMITH, 
H. R. RICHARDS, 
GEORGE H. CRESSE, 
JOHN L. GIFFORD, 
M. P. FRUTCHEY. 

UPON the retirement of Professor Carr from the government 
of the Young Men's Hall, Professor Scobey succeeded to 

the vacated position. Professor Scobey comes well equipped to 
discharge the duties of this place. His former experience in 
similar relations, his present acquaintance with the Model 
students whom he has met as their instructor in mathematics in 
the Model School, and the friendship entertained towards him 
by all, ivill command, in advance, an asssured success. We 
congratulate the young men upon their good fortune in having 
Professor Scobey as resident Professor; and our congratulations 
are intensified many fold when it is considered that Mrs. Scobey 
will dwell near them, and by her winning presence, add a charm 
to duty and a grace to every joy. 

WE are sorry to lose the February class of the Normal school, 
but are pleased to know that some have already been very 

successful. Among them is Miss Florence Coyte, who is now 
teaching at Rutherford. The preparatory class, which has been 
so long in the Girls' Department of the Model School, has been 
abolished. Although we miss the class, we find the study room 
very convenient. Miss Sadie Hauce, of the Junior A, has been 
obliged to leave school on account of her eyes. The Literary 
Society commenced the February term, with the following offi
cers : President, Emma B. Brown; Vice President, Anna Mor
ris; Corresponding Secretary, Jennie Foss; Recording Secretary, 
Jessie Rathbun; Treasurer, Blanche Gregory. They have taken 
up a new plan of work and the society is progressing. A great 
interest is being shown in all the exercises. The members look 
forward to the regular Friday afternoon meetings with great 
pleasure. Of late the meetings have been attended by the hon
orary members in the faculty. 
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OUR Annual Catalogue, which appeared a few weeks ago, 
should be of great interest to all students of the schools, 

for it contains a list of all graduates from the founding of the 
schools until the present time, and from it we can obtain an 
idea of the great number of teachers with which the Normal 
School has supplied our state. 

Among other matters of much interest, we find the programmes 
of our Commencement exercises, and, looking back to the nights 
of June 27th and 28th, we can again enjoy the graduation exercises 
of those who so bravely entered upon the difficulties of life s work. 

We have but two suggestions to make concerning the catalogue: 
First, that its publication should not be so long delayed. "W hy 
can we not have our catalogue published in July or August, as 
is done in similar institutions ? It would certainly be more in
teresting, for it would, then, recoid facts that would be fresh, 
not covered with moss of nearly a year's growth. And second, 
the mode of distribution could be greatly improved. A cata
logue should be placed in the hands of each attendant of the 
schools during the year for which it is published, but under the 
present arrangement, those returning to the schools, only, re
ceive copies. 

Now, if the catalogues were issued during the summer vaca
tion and a copy sent to the parent of each scholar, both condi
tions would be satisfied, and the question, " Where is our cata
logue?" would not be so often asked before it makes its tardy 

appearance. 

WITH the coming of spring and warmer weather, the base 
ball and tennis season opens. It is to be hoped that a 

large number of our students will avail themselves of this op
portunity of taking the ever-needed exercise. It is hardly 
necessary for us to say, that we hope the games will be carried 
on in the gentlemanly manner, which has hitherto been charac
teristic of them. The prospect of a good ball team is encour
aging, but the players will have to do some very faithful prac
ticing, if they wish to eclipse last year's nine. Most of our old 
tennis players are with us this year, and we expect wonders 

from them. 
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The young ladies of the boarding hall welcomed the holiday 
on February 22d. Many went home, and those who remained 
were honored by the presence of Principal and Mrs. Green at 
their Friday evening recreation. 

We are looking forward with great pleasure to the April vaca
tion. It is almost time to count the hours. 

The school owes many thanks to Miss Bessie Thomas for her 
services at morning exercises. She will be missed next September. 

Many tennis clubs are being formed in the Hall. The most 
exciting question is what are we going to do for courts ? 
and what for nets ? 

The school grounds are being made of great use. Every after
noon the boys may be seen playing ball, and the girls croquet. 

During the term Miss Anna McCracken, of Dover, was obliged 
to leave school on account of ill health. 

A treat was afforded to some of the more fortunate fairies (?) 
of Normal Hall, by an invitation to attend the mock trial of 
the Thencanic Society. You missed it girls! 

AN exercise prepared for the " Junior A" Class, Girls' Depart
ment, in commemoration of Longfellow's birthday:— 

Hyperion, Evangeline, Norman Baron, Resignation, Youth 
and Age, Tales of a Wayside Inn, Arsenal at Springfield, The 
Day is Done, The Skeleton in Armor, Windmill, The Old Clock 
on the Stairs, The Reaper and the Harvest, Two Angels, Hia
watha, Lady Wentworth, The Open Window, Nuremburg, The 
Golden Milestone, The Footsteps of Angels, Excelsior, Ladder of 
St, Augustine, The Beautiful, Legend Occultation of Orion, 
Wreck of the Hesperus. 

SUPERINTENDENT BARINGER. 

UPON the morning of April 2d, the students of the Normal 
had the pleasure of listening to a very thoughtful address 

delivered before them, in the Normal building, by that leader in 
the cause of education in our state, Superintendent Baringer, of 
Newark. 



178 

We wish the entire address might be put in type and placed 
in the hands of all Normal graduates. It will be impossible to 
give an adequate report of this effort in these pages. 

Superintendent Baringer is an earnest and fluent speaker, he 
is enthusiastic and forcible in the presentation of his thoughts 
which are arranged in logical order, illuminated with apt illus
trations, and presented to his hearers in a varied and copious 

We must limit ourselves to furnishing a syllabus of the ad
dress hoping that our readers will elaborate the thoughts set 
forth,' for themselves. These thoughts, one can see, are a proper 
basis for an extended development—a mine of ore rich in valu

able metal. _ , „ 
The speaker after a felicitous exordium, presented the follow-

in<r thoughts from which as points of departure, he made 
pleasant and profitable excursions into the field of pedagogy to 
the edification of his auditors. 

(a) Opportunity and the power of selection; (6) possibilities 
within your reach; (c) your profession and your preparation to 
serve and honor it; (d) the Normal School—what can it do for 
vou ? What can you do for it ? (e) What is the province of 
"our schools? What do they need? The speaker answered 
this question by saying: (/) They need a liberal and enlight
ened public sentiment and an ability on the part of the teacher 
to present objects of thought so as to win, stimulate and main
tain the attention of the pupil and thereby secure his applica
tion This, of course, includes all legitimate devices, methods, 
illustrations, and appliances. How can the teacher acquire this 
power? This is the serious part of your work. Tou must 
know something of the nature of the mind; you must know 
vour subjects both as a learner and as a teacher, (g) The schools 
need competent large-souled teachers with teaching power. 

THE THENCANIC MOCK COURT. 

FOR several years past, it has been the custom of the Tlien-
canic Society to resolve itself into a Mock Senate. This 

, year, on account of the opportunity afforded the members o 
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attending the Legislature, they thought a trial would be of more 
benefit and at the same time a pleasing and interesting change, 

In accordance with a resolution introduced to this effect, the 
President, Mr. Ege, appointed C. H. Dilts Judge; H. R. Rich
ards, District Attorney, and J. J. Reilly, Clerk. 

The case was that presented by C. H. Fetter, captain of the 
steamer Manchester, charging J. H. Buckman, third mate on 
the ship, with the murder of the first mate, one John Herman. 
The State was represented by H. R. Richards, while Keppele 
Hall, assisted by F. W. Stelle, pleaded for the defense. The 
court convened in Model Chapel, Friday, March 1st. The pri
soner was brought in by the sheriff, W. E. Plolcombe, and after 
the jurors were duly sworn, (?) the District Attorney explained 
his charge to the jury, stating in brief the character of Herman, 
the enormity of the crime, &c., &c. Then came the examina
tion of witnesses. Each witness was sworn (?) when put on 
the stand. The cross-examination proved very interesting, the 
youthful disciples of Blackstone getting the witnesses complete
ly " rattled " at times, so as to admit of many conflicting state
ments, thereby throwing out all their testimony. This especial
ly was the tactics of the counsel for the defense, who got the 
captain of the steamer so confused that he could not even de
scribe his vessel without gross contradictions. Mr. Hall sum
med up for the defense. In his closing speech he presented his 
case in such a forcible manner, showing the many discrepancies 
and errors, in the testimony brought forth by the State, that it 
was almost imperative with the jury to render a verdict of ac
quittal. Mr. Richards, in a very fluent speech, closed for the 
State, after which the jury retired, returning in a short time 
with a verdict of acquittal. Immediately those in behalf of 
the criminal assembled around him and sent up hurrahs of corn 
gratulations. Several members of the Faculty were present at 
the sessions of the court, as were also the literary workers, en 
masse. Many words of commendation were offered to the 
members of the society, after the second session closed especial
ly to Messrs. Hall and Richards. The sessions were much en
joyed by all who attended, and it is hoped that the society will 
soon hold another mock trial. KRELC. 
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\ T the last examination in the Normal, the class in civics had A the following as the last question in the series that was set 
for them, viz: "Mention three subjects discussed m class-room 
but not derived from the text-book." 

The following are selected from the examination papers as 
samples of answers: Samoa, War Recollections, School Manage
ment, Term of President, Cabinet Officers Civil War Schoo 
Discipline, The Reality of War, Honesty of Citizens, Death o the 
Emperor of Germany, The Importance attached to theConstitu 
tion The Tariff, Hayti, English Minister, Department ot Ag 
culture Mills Bill, Illegal Voting, Condition of Foreign Coun
tries Compared with the U. S, California, Prohibition Presi
dential Election, History of Constitution, Education, German 
Army, Electoral Colleges, Senate Bill, Escape of Prisoners during 
the Civil War, Foreign Relations, Cabinet Appointments, 
perance, Love of Country, Boulanger, Election Returns. 

THENCANIC ELECTIONS. 

THE semi-annual election for officers of the Thencanic Society T were characterized by a great deal of excitement, showing 
an interest in the work of the Society which is very encouraging. 
Two distinct tickets were made up and most earnestly 
by the different members, and for a week previous to the elect o , 
the supporters were busy electioneering for their candidates. C n 
he day appointed for the elections, every member was m h 

place andf after an exciting contest, the following officers• were 
elected- President, A. Howard Ege; Vice President Robt. L. 
Marshall; Secretary, Jas J. Redly ^ 
Censors John C. Smith, J. H. Buckman, and A. 1. Hunt. 
Speeches were made by the new officers, and a vote of than 

extended to the old ones. 

MEETING OF COUNTY AND CITY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

U J E  make the fodowing extract from a report of a meeting of 
W Superintendents, printed in the State Gazette, Apr . 

« The Association of County and City Superintendents of 



176 THE SIGNAL. 

lie Schools met yesterday morning in the rooms of the State 
Board of Health. Fifteen county superintendents and the sup
erintendents of Phillipsburg, New Brunswick, Newark and 
Elizabeth, and Supervising Principal Gregory, of Trenton, and 
Professor James M. Green were present. Stat'e Superintendent 
Chapman called the meeting to order. Professor Green was in
troduced. He said he had been studying the proportion of 
Normal School pupils from the different counties. He had 
found that the number of pupils bore no relation to the popula
tion of a county or city. He had been arranging the course of 
study to meet the needs of the State. The present course is 
tentative. The first year of the Normal course is to be known 
as a formative year. It is academic, but only in the sense that 
previous common branches are reviewed. Pupils come pre
pared in a desultory way. It is the intention to go rapidly over 
the elementary subjects previously studied, and fix and render 
definite the information already acquired. The second year is 
the first of the professional course. To this year pupils are to 
be admitted by certificate from high schools approved by the 
State Normal Board. Reading, geography, &c., are taught in 
this year purely in view of methods of teaching. Sully's Psy
chology is studied in this year, and during the last term one 
period is given to practice teaching. 

In the third year the history and philosophy of education are 
studied. The study of methods is continued. A very elabor
ate and systematic scheme of practice teaching has been elabor
ated. The students are divided into groups, and each group is 
thoroughly organized and officered. By this means the results 
of practice teaching are systematized and reported. Professor 
Green called for the co-operation of superintendents. He de
precated the tendency on the part of cities to train all their 
own teachers, and hoped that the graduates of the State School 
would receive at least equal consideration with its own gradu
ates. 

The superintendents expressed their pleasure in the new mea
sures and improvements now being carried out in the Normal 
School. 
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METAPHORICALLY speaking, we might have employed the 
most powerful lenses to discover the dividing line between 

the winter and spring of '89. A pedestrian passing the school 
grounds on Clinton Avenue, at noon, however, would be con
vinced that the Modellites have no lingering misgivings as to the 
fact that favorable weather for exercise is now at hand. 

The Normalises for the greater part, prefer to remain ln-doors. 
Possibly the shadow of their coming dignity as teachers haunts 
them, and forbids their joining in the out-door festivities. The 
Model pupils, particularly the young ladies, usually turn out 
en masse. Around and around the walk go the girls in twos, 
threes, or fours. Maybe that long, grave procession looks mon
otonous ; but waste not your pity on the girls for while those 
of their comrades who are inclined toward athletics, toss bean-
bags, or engage in the classic game of " Tag " within the circ e 
those on the march discuss the interesting topics of the day, or 
tell their latest secrets to sympathizing friends. , 

On the other side of the walk extending /rom the front door 
to the gate, the young men, fewer in number may be seen. No 
fiae-stone walk lures them to a leisurely stroll, but instead, they 
stand like several rows of sun flowers closely planted along the 
edge of a garden, and with pathetic resolution turn their faces 
ever and anon toward their sun, which, by some strange frea 
seems always to be in the south. Meanwhile 1he lure o!f s epara
tion lies between, as unsurmountable as the Great Wall 

Chine Wang. , 
Such is the picture to be seen whenever the pupils are out-of-

doors, between the hours of nine and two, with the rare excep
tion which occurs when a circus pageant passes, on whic 1 
interesting occasion everybody is drawn up in line along our 
venerable and much respected fence. 

So we refresh wearied minds and bodies, and as all concerned 
seem to find in their chosen mode of recreation rest and hap
piness, "What's the odds?" 

PERSONALS. 

Mary A. Jamison, Model, '80, is teaching school at Morrisville. 
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Robert C. Bellville, Model, '85, is engaged to Miss Clara Stelle, 
of this city. 

G. A. Hall, after an absence from school of two weeks, has 
returned again. 

Miss Carrie Marshall, Model, '83, is engaged to James Nichol, 
of Philadelphia. 

Professor Gerlach, our German teacher, was visited by his 
class a few days ago. 

It is announced that Dr. Hasbrouck will open a school for 
young men next fall. 

Nelson L. Petty comes home from Princeton every Saturday 
and returns on Monday. 

Willis Voorhees has been compelled to leave school for the 
year on account of weak eyes. 

Arthur Ely, Model last year, is now attending the Friends 
Boarding School, Philadelphia. 

A. Howell Van Gleve is the cause of many complimentary 
notices from Lehigh University. 

Mrs. Suydam nee Willard, for several years a teacher with the 
Model, is now living at Kingston. 

Miss Anna McCracken has returned to her home in Dover, 
and, it is said, will not return until next Fall. 

Terhune, Model, '85, has been appointed instructor in gym
nastics in the Preparatory School at Princeton. 

Miss Laura C. Dalrymple, formerly of the Model, has again 
visited the schools as the guest of Miss VanKirk. 

Miss Ida F. Stout, Normal, class of '79, is teacher of natural 
sciences, in the High School, at Lambertville, N. J. 

William E. Studdiford, Model '84, Princeton '89, is studying 
medicine at Bellevue Medical College, in New York. 

McPliillips is one ot the most popular boys in school. His 
good humor and kindness have won him many friends. 

Mr. Samuel DeCou, Model '89, entertained a number of class
mates at his hospitable home south of Trenton, recently. 
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Mrs. S. W. Cochran nee Skillman, Model class of '81, will 
spend the next few months at her home in Lambertville. 

Cards are out announcing the engagement of Mr. Griffith L. 
Williams, Model, '77, to Miss Sallie Finney, of Lambertville. 

John M. Dickinson is studying hard in the Senior C. and 
shows by his good work in class that he is interested in his studies. 

Miss May Hurd, who will be remembered by] her many 
Model friends, is now attending Miss Dana's Seminary at Mor-
ristown. 

" Bob" Marshal is out playing ball again in his old way. If 
more of the boys had his interest in the game we would have a 
fine club. 

Geo. W. W. Porter, Model '81, was in town recently, visiting 
his old classmate " Ned " Anderson. He is now practicing law 
in Newark. 

Miss Geo. Townsend, a Model young lady of last year, is at 
her home in Absecom, N. J., taking an extended course in music 
and painting. 

Miss Fanny Young, Model '89, visited Miss Holcombe, Model 
'90, at her home near Hopewell, on Washington's birthday, and 
a few days following. 

John W. Queen, Model '83, Princeton Honor and Fellow in 
Social Science '87, is Professor of Greek at the Military Institute, 
Chester, Pennsylvania. 

Geo. Corwin is still enjoying life at his home in Succasunna, 
N. J. In a recent letter to a Modelite, he reports the snow to be 
a toot deep in Morris Co. 

" Dick " Ely, a prominent junior, has signed with the Lam
bertville B. B. Club for the coming season. John has gained a 
deserved reputation as a ball tosser. 

Mr. Joseph F. Hurff, Normal, made a brief visit to the Hall a 
few weeks since. Joe is making a success of school teaching, 
and, we are informed, aspires to a professorship. 
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Grace Burroughs, of Senior B., shows great talent in her 
studies, and her Greek and Latin recitations are the surprise and 
admiration of the young men in Dr. Steve's room. 

J. N. Armstrong has left school. Although with us but a short 
time, he won the respect of faculty and school mates by his 
perseverance in his studies and high standing in class. 

Harry A. Hunt, Model, who was compelled to leave school on 
account of illness a few weeks since, we are glad to state is better 
and will return to school again after the spring vacation. 

Francis B. Lee, Model '88, ex-editor of THE SIGNAL, now oc
cupies a position on the Pennsylvanian. We now have two ex-
editors on the staff of this live bi-weekly College Journal. 

Charles L. Manning, Model, who will soon enter the college of 
pharmacy in Philadelphia, paid us a friendly visit not long since. 
His many friends of the State schools were pleased to see him. 

Our genial friend, " Billie " Holcombe, has obtained quite a 
reputation as a canoist. He, together with some other Lambert-
villians, intend taking an extended trip this summer in their 
canoe boats. _ . 

J. C. Smith, private secretary to the District Attorney, in the 
recent mock trial proved to be very quick with the pen. W hen-
ever referred to, he could cite the testimony of the witness ver
batim et litera tim. 

Miss Hattie Van Dusen, Model, a student of Miss Metcalf s 
school at Tarrytown, N. Y., visited Trenton on the 23d of March 
for the purpose of securing possession of $28,000 left to her by 
the will of a relative. 

During the brief vacation, on February 22, many familial 
faces were seen at Normal Hall, among them we saw Messrs. R. 
S. Lull, Frank Voorliees, F. R. Vanhorn and Geo. Bullock, all 
Model '88, and Mr. R. Ludlum, Rutgers, '90. 

On the 18th of April Julia A. Cochrane, Model '87, was mar
ried to D. Wiley Baker in the First Presbyterian Church in this 
city. The historic church was crowded, and the impressive cere
mony which made them one, carried with it the best wishes of 
every one who knew them—and this includes not only Mrs. 
Wiley's school friends but likewise THE SIGNAL. 
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MODEL ALUMNI NOTES. 
7 H A Lewis Perrine, Jr., is Superintendent of the Trenton 
/ • Standard Cab Company, which has become such a local 

success under his management. 
'76. Mrs. Jamieson, nee Mary Scudder, is at Lawrenceville, 

where her husband is one of the faculty of the Green Founda
tion School. 

'81. Edward L. Anderson and Edward S. Wood are both in 
this city, the former being in the Comptroller's office, the latter 
in Morrisville with a prosperous rubber company. 

'83. Stephen Blackwell is at his home in this city. He is 
connected with the Dolton Company. 

'85. Thomas E. Bantle will soon be admitted to practice be
fore the courts of law in this State. 

'85. Abner H. Mershon is one of the members of the Phila
delphia Alumni Association. He has been admitted to the bar 
of that city and has been engaged as one of the lawyers of the 
heirs of philanthropist Isaiah Williamson. This has given him 
deserved local prominence. 

'86. The bill providing for the Australian system of ballot
ing which is now being debated in the Delaware Legislature and 
which has attracted considerable attention, was drawn up by 
Thomas R. Graham, of the Junior Class of the Law Department, 
University of Pennsylvania. 

'87. Alstyn D. Blackwell is at his home in Washington's 
Crossing, studying agriculture and promaculture. 

'87. William P. Ely is stenographer for Green and Company, 
printers to the Pennsylvania R. R. Co. He is living in Phila. 

'87. Clarence Horton has had charge of the Insurance News 
of the Quaker City for the last two issues. He has made it a 
very attractive sheet under his administration. 

'88. Will. Phillips is the only member of the class, male de
partment, whose business requires his constant presence in this 
city. 

'88. George E. Briggs is with a Peekskill, N. Y. paper and is 
doing good work. 

'88. Julia R. Schack is now in Merchantville, near Camden, 
where her father is stationed. 
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DRIFT. 

Teacher.—(Calling roll)|Arl—n ? 
Arl—n prepared. 
Teacher.—I wish you to answer in your usual way (present). 
Teacher.—Again Arl—n ? 
Arl—n.—Unprepared. 

Bobby.—(Proud of his progress in Latin) " Pop, what's the 
Latin for people ? " 

Father.—" I*don't|know." 
Bobby.—(Loudly) " Populi." 
Father.—(Fiercely) What do you mean you young scamp ? 

Lie do I? By the piper, lad, I've half a notion to baste|you.— 
Exchange. 

A Model student, who has been singing the old song, " Mc-
Sorley's Twins," in which the two infants are called by the 
expressive name of " Devils," overheard the following conversa
tion between his little brother and sister:— 

" Say Helen, what is devils'? 
"Well I don't 'zactly know, Teddy, but I sinks it ze same's 

twins." 

Scene.—C. Room; Time.—4th Period. Enter class and monitor. 
Monitor.—What is the plural of child? 
Pupil.—" Twins." 
(Exit pupil across the hall, and enters No. 1 room). 
A young lady |has|been studying how the bishops who refused 

to sign the paper acknowledging William the Conqueror, King 
were expelled from their sees and livings; and in recitation 
states: " They were deprived of seeing and living, but were per
secuted no farther." 

Sunday-school teacher.—"|What mention have~we in'Jhistory 
of a man, who begged|to*be*shot instead of hung? 

Confident scholar.—"^Abraham Lincoln." 
Teacher.—" When was America discovered ? " 
Sen. C.—"I guess 1762." 
Teacher.—" Good guess." 
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There seems to be, just at present, a great commotion among 
the Model Senior Association Meetings, at recess, etc. 

" What does it mean ? say the undergraduates. 

The following are some of the various nicknames heard on 
our campus:— 

«J0Sh," F r; "Circus," H h; "Skinny," W n; 
"Squabby," M 11; " Buckie," H 11; "Drop-a-nickel-in-
the-slot," R ds; "Pumpkin," F y; "Michael," R y; 
" Dutchy," B n; " Sister," S es;" Chicken-heart," C n; 
*• Buck," E e; " Andy," 0 11. 

If the fellow who wrote these verses wants the original manu
script, he can have it by calling at the office. 

" I held a hand so pure and white; 
We sat in a sequestered nook; 

I read my fate, I know not how, 
' E'en as one reads from open hook. 

I held the hand, as oft I did, 
Whilst passions moved our trembling faces-

He took the pot and antes, too, 
With a straight flush to my three aces." 

Legend on blackboard.—" B—us rusticus est." 
German teacher translates.—" B—ist ein Landmann fa'mer! 

fa'mer!" 
Boy present.—•" Hayseed! Hayseed! " 
German teacher.—" Ya, Ya!' 

We come to school to improve our faculties. Our teachers 
are our faculties, etc.—•Exchange. 

SHAVINGS FROM NORMAL HALL. 

"A southerly wind and a cloudy sky proclaims a hunting 
morning." „ Tr .„ 

Yes we finally decided to allow our 1 oung folks to have a 
coon-Hunt, one party consisted of many distinguished people, 
among whom was a Shoemaker, a Taylor, a Carpenter and a Lar-
her we started across the Fields that led to the Lane but we had 
to Waite for our young Dean who was approaching with his 
favorite flower, a Daisy, in his hand ready to Pierce all our sus



184 

ceptible Harts. We proceeded to Walke-er faster for the Frost wa s 
still on the ground, when suddenly our Child Fell Down near a 
Wall where Roses grew, right into a Bee-hive and we heard some 
(whom we would have liked to Bang-Hard, for she had no Fhelan 
at all) say, " Oh, Shaw! it is only a little Peck; let us resume our 
way," but we requested the rash individual, as our Rath-burned 
high, to De-Camp at once, which she did, showing her craven 
nature by crossing the Craigs h> watch the Fisher Speer hi s trout. 
We then sought shady nooks and Bowers to take a Knapp or to 
Read and some, ah, we must confess to our sorrow, to Chew, we 
finally arose much refreshed and had the extreme luck of 
capturing six Broicn coons ; oh, what a feast we had next day, 
all sick of coons for some Somers to come. N. H. 

INCIDENTS OF THE MOCK TRIAL. 

The time has come when Sam Weller must take a back seat, 
for rivals have appeared in his line, worthy of being immortal
ized by another Dickens. 

It would be impossible to give all the ridiculous incidents that 
occurred at the Thencanic's Mock Trial, but we submit the fol
lowing to your sense of the ludicrous. 

District Attorney to cook of steamer Manchester: " Now, sup
pose you had a nice head of cabbage, how would you prepare it? " 

Cook: " If it was like yours, I would pare it off a little and boil 
it down." 

District Attorney to first watchman on steamer Manchester, 
(prisoner being second watchman.) " Did the prisoner rclie\ e 
you of your watch ? " 

Prisoner rising and addressing ,the Court: "Your honor, I 
never stold a watch." 

D. A. " Will witness state when he was born? " 
Wit, "I was born in 1835." 
D. A. " How does witness know he was born in 1835 ?" 
Wit. " I remember it." 
D. A. " What is your vocation ?" 
Wit. "lama blacksmith." 
D. A. " When you worked at your trade what did you do ?" 

Wit. " I shod horses, sometimes mules." 
D. A. " Where did you get the shoes, did you steal them, a'so?" 
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Wit. " No, they were steel." 
D. A. " Where were you born?" 
Wit. " I was horn on the whale ship West Wind. 
D. A. "What is your vocation?" 
Wit. " I am a whaler." 
D. A. ' Will witness state on what ship he first whaled? 
Wit. " I wailed on the West Wind when I was a kid." 
D. A. " Have you ever been drunk?" 
Wit. "None of your business." 
Court. " The witness must answer the question." 
Wit. " I never have." 
D \ " Do you know what the term drunk means ? 
Wit. " I think that I do." j 
D. A. " How do you know what it is to be drunk if you don t 

drink." . „ 
Wit. " I do drink water, lemonade, sometimes sod . 
D. A. " The witness will answer the question asked, nothing, 

more. What has drinking water to do with being drunk ? " 
Wit. " If I drink water, the water is drunk! " 

THE PRAIRIE MAID'S LOVER. 

'Twas a winter's night when first they met. 
Can they that evening e'er forget; 

Those words though they were few ; 
But days and week and months have passed; 
Yet, still he'll murmur to the last, 

" I am still true, still true!" 
Tho' bound to care with many a chain; 
His love for her will yet remain. 

The winter fled and in its tracks 
The prairie flowers and green sniilax 

Sprang up, midst glistening dew. 
The fragrance of those springtide flowers 
Are with him still, as in lonely hours, 

He sings, " Still true, still true." 
Thus seasons change and pass Irom sight, 
Not so a lover's faithful plight. 
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How many a happy day they spent 
In joy and pleasure innocent 

Beneath that sky so blue. 
But now, she's gone. She's far away. 
His thoughts? They've not .been lead astray; 

They are with her and true. 
And he thinks of her coquettish air— 
Of her dark brown eyes and auburn hair. 

'Twas dusk. Beside the babbling brook 
The band of his " True friend " he took, 

And promised to be true, 
She said, as she gave him her heart, 
"My first and only love thou art. 

I hope we'll both be true." 
And then, beneath the pale moonlight, 
He kissed his love and said " Good night." 

The June time came with sunny days 
And the robin sang his sweetest lays. 

A loving interview 
They had.—A kiss—and then she fled. 
(He knew not where. She may be dead.) 
But, as she left her boy, she said, 

" You know I will be true." 
She may forget and go astray. 
He true to his love will be alway. 

She has ne'er returned. He waits in vain 
To see his own true love again, 

And make his vows anew. 
Each day, as the sun sinks in the west, 
He hies him to his couch to rest, 

And dreams, still true, still true. 
And though his cheek, like the rose, may fade, 
He'll always wait for his Prairie Maid. 

"A CHILD OF FATE." 
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BEMARKS. 

Chas. H. Dilts Very Changeable. 

Silky. 

Incipient. 

N. J Walking with tbe Robert Elsmere. Science " One may smile and smile and be a vil-
lian." 

" 'Tis not alone my inky cloak that can 
denote me truly," 

" 0, that this too, too solid flesh would 
melt." 

Samuel S. De Cou 

Very Changeable. 

Silky. 

Incipient. 

N. J. 

N. ,T 

Girls. 
Constructing 

Polygons. 
Spoon'en. 

Fox's Book of 
Martyrs. 

Baxter's Saints' 

Classic 

Science 

" One may smile and smile and be a vil-
lian." 

" 'Tis not alone my inky cloak that can 
denote me truly," 

" 0, that this too, too solid flesh would 
melt." 

Very Changeable. 

Silky. 

Incipient. 

Girls. 
Constructing 

Polygons. 
Spoon'en. 

Rest. 

" One may smile and smile and be a vil-
lian." 

" 'Tis not alone my inky cloak that can 
denote me truly," 

" 0, that this too, too solid flesh would 
melt." 

C. Herbert Fetter o N. J. Playing the Cornet "Josh" Billings. Science " Let him ply his music." 

Wm, E. Holcombe 0 N. .1. Skating. B. Franklin's 
Primer. 

Bill Nye's Works. 

Science " He was a man ; take him for all in all. 
I shall not look upon his like again " 

J. A. O'Neill 0 N. ,T. Playing Marbles. 

B. Franklin's 
Primer. 

Bill Nye's Works. Science •' This was to that, Hyperion to a Satyr." 

Fred'k W Stelle 0 N. J. Playing Tennis. Hamlet (?) Classic " For who would bear the wifths and 
tlicornth of time." Playing Tennis. 

" For who would bear the wifths and 
tlicornth of time." 

General average class 
man 0 N. J. 

Having a Good 
Time. 

Webster's Diction
ary. Science " When shall we meet again ?" 

This table, showing the statistics of the class of '89 Model (Male Department), was imepared at a great expenM 

^SSSSS5H« 
tbe noble class of '89. 
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BOOK NOTES. 

LITERARY CONCORD

AT OT long since it was my pleasure to visit one ol the most 
IN historic of American towns, Concord, Mass. ot on y as 
Concord charms for the student of American history, but it is 
also very prescious to many of us for the literary associations that 
cluster around the old place. But as Thoreau saw the rees of 
Walden Wood fall around him before he died, so one by one, 
have we seen the Concord authors and philosophers fall by deat 1. 

Aside from the historic and literary associations that cluster 
around Concord, the old town is itself, beautifully situated; m 
summer there can be no more charming spot, y t e no e 

woods, the attractive lake, the dreamy marshes, limpid brooks 
and the Concord River whose charms have bean sung by -Emer-
son, Channing and Thoreau, render Concord doubly delighttu 
during the summer months. There is one historic landmark I 
must speak of before turning to the literary life of the town. It 
is Old Wright's Tavern which is one of the links between t 
past generation and the present. It was here Major Pitcairn, 
before the famous Concord fight, while stiring his brandy said : 
" I hope to stir the Yankee blood so before mglit. 

About 1841 the literary era of Concord began. Emerson, 
after resigning from his Boston church, came here, and in the 
sleepiest part of the old town took up his residence Just alter 
his appearance as a recluse here, he wrote the poem beginning, 

"Good-by proud world, I'm going home ! 
Thou art not my friend, and I'm not thine." 

His residence was just on the borders of Walden Wood. Of 
him, Alcott says, "Emerson likes plain people, plain way , 
plain clothes; shuns egotists; loves solitude, and knows how to 
use it" Alcott soon left Boston and here with his accomplished 
daughter Miss Louisa Alcott, lives in a house near Emerson s. 
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The circle was considerably widened by the arrival of Haw
thorne and Channing. Hawthorne occupied the Old Manse which 
was near the Concord battle-ground; and the associations of the 
old place were doubly dear to one of his temperament. Among 
these sages and romancers, there was a women, Margaret Fuller 
(Countess Ossoli) who did much to add to the distinguished 
writers. She was by no means a writer of small ability, but, 
on the other hand, was endowed with remarkable talent. Here 
also, in a hut built by his own hands, lived Thoreau ; and if you 
have read his essay on " Economy," you know the house cost 
only twenty-eight dollars. Thoreau was a cynic and a great 
lover of nature. His works are very interesting and valuable. 
Thus ends a brief sketch of what was brought to my mind by a 
recent visit to this old town. These authors have long departed 
from this life and the great literary epoch of Concord is one of 
the things of the past, and lives in memory only. 

In the Public Library at Boston there were 509,531 books on 
December 1st, '89 

A limited edition of 300 sets of Irving's " Life of Washing
ton," in five volumes, is to be brought out by the Putmans. 

Max O'Rell's " Jonathan and his Continent," is now in its 
fourth edition. 

Among the publications of Harpers' for April are " Between 
the Lines," by Capt. Charles King; " Uncle Peter's Trust," by 
Geo. B. Perry; " Princess Lilliwenkins and Other Stories," by 
Hennrietta C. Wright; "Manual of Historical Literature," by 
Prof. Adams; and some of Wm. J. Rolf's "Tales in Prose and 
Verse." 

The fact that the entire 500 copies of " Wallack's Memories of 
Fifty Years," were sold in five days after the date of publication 
demonstrates their great popularity. 

Appleton's " Cyclopedia of American Biography," has been 
brought to a close with the sixth volume. The set will rank 
with best reference works of this kind yet produced, and reflects 
great credit on the editors John Fiske and General John Grant 
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Wilson. Some of the distinguished contributors are James 
Russell Lowell Whittier, Robert C. Winthrop, Mrs. Martha J. 
Lamb, Andrew H. Green, E. C. Stedman and many others. No 
library will be complete without these six volumes. H. R. R. 

EXCHANGE. 

TT is a pleasure to find one'sjself among friends, and more so 
1 when those friends bring us into more intimate relationship 
with others equally noble and inspiring; such has been the ex
perience of THE SIGNAL since its transformation from the past to 
the present form, and among those we most gladly welcome to 
our exchange list is the Nassau Lit. It is entertaining and ele
vating throughout, and " Kitte-Wake," a legend of Greenland in 
the February number, is a fine specimen of verse and deserves 
merit for its free and graceful style and interest to the end. 

" Camping out," in March No. of the Vassar Miscellany, is ex
cellent in composition and of a nature so interesting that the 
scenes are constantly pictured before the readei. 

Among the other journals which reach us for the first time 
the Tuftonian is decidedly the best. Its pages are filled with 
matter both instructive and entertaining. 

Beside these we acknowledge the receipt of the following: 
Polytechnic, Loohmt'Pmnsylvania, Pharos, Phoenix, Chimes, Hamil
ton Review, and Red and Blue. 



Normal Educational Series. 
TEACHERS DELIGHTED. SCHOLARS SATISFIED. 
PARENTS AND SCHOOL BOARDS DELIGHTED. 

BROOKS'S NORMAL ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA. This book has been 
enlarged, and, like the Geometry, will now meet the wants of those wishing 
to pass the examination of admission to the highest universities. 

BROOKS'S NORMAL GEOMETRY AND TRIGONOMETRY. A number 
of new therorenis have been added, and the book has been otherwise enlarged 
and improved. , 

BROOKS'S NEW NORMAL MENTAL ARITHMETIC. A priceless gem 
to all teachers and students of Arithmetic. Used from Maine to Oregon, and 
universally recognized as the best. 

BROOKS'S NORMAL ELEMENTARY ARITHMETIC. (Revised edition.) 
An admirable work for a shorter course for pupils whose time is limited. 

BROOKS' NEW NORMAL WRITTEN ARITHMETIC. Intended for 
schools where Mental Arithmetic is made a separate study. Thoroughly 
practical, and fully prepares pupils for actual business. 

BROOKS'S NORMAL HIGHER ARITHMETIC. A thorough treatise on 
the Science of Arithmetic, and suited for Commercial Academies. 

<TTUO TSO OK SE RIES. 
BROOKS'S NORMAL UNION ARITHMETIC. Part I. This book begins 

with Oral Exercises and Object Lessons, followed by Practical, Mental and 
Written Exercises. . , 

BROOKS'S NORMAL UNION ARITHMETIC (COMPLETE). This book 
is a completee common school arithmetic. It begins with the first ideas of 
number, and comprehends the whole field of numbers as taught in ordinary 
schools. Though a condensation of the work of two books, Mental and 
Written united, it is strong and satisfactory. 

MONTGOMERY'S NORMAL UNION SYSTEM OF INDUSTRIAL 
DRAWING. Pronounced by artists to form the best system of Drawing 
published for school use. Eighteen numbers. 

LYTE'S PRACTICAL BOOK-KEEPING. Gives a practical and thorough 
knowledge of the Science of Accounts, in half the space other books occupy. 
Indispensable for girls as well as boys. 

WESTLAKE'S COMMON SCHOOL LITERATURE. A little book ot 
beautiful memory gems. 

WESTLAKE'S HOW TO WRITE LETTERS. A thorough and compre-
hensive treatise for schools, and the best work on the subject ever offered to 
the public. . . 

HARLEY'S TOPICS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY, and the Constitution 
LLOYD'S LITERATURE FOR LITTLE FOLKS. Commended by everyone 
GRIFFIN'S NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. Includes all the latest apph-
cations of Electricity and Optics. 
PETERSON'S FAMILIAR SCIENCE. FEWSMITH'S ENGLISH GRAM

MARS. BROOKS'S PHILOSOPHY OF ARITHMETIC. BROOKS s 
METHOD OF TEACHING. BROOKS'S MENTAL SCIENCE, Etc. 

Teachers are cordially invited to call or to fully correspond in reference to our 
publications. All letters to be addressed to 

CHRISTOPHER SOWER COMPANY, 
Educational Puiblistiers, 

614 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


