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SIMPLICITY A ND BEAUTY VS. BROWNJNG. 
rPHE writer was impressed with a sign in the window of a 
1 shop about to be occupied, "Another Drug Store": the 
reader may possibly be similarly affected by the heading of this 
article; he may perchance say, "Another Browning Essay," and 
turn the leaves in search of fresher matter. If, however, he will 
tarry through this paragraph, he shall be told that we do not 
intend to limit our remarks to Browning but incidently as an 
application may be made, to advert to this author as it regards 
both his thought and literary style. 

The deep, fundamental key-note of genius is simplicity—the 
simplicity of a child, the simplicity that goes back to nature, 
the simplicity that is not cunning but is intelligent. This sim-
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plicity is without pretention; it is at ease; it is at one with itself 
in its moral, its intellectual, and its aesthetical order. What one 
u ithout genius does with a blare of trumpets, genius accomp
lishes with quietness, with confidence, with steadiness. 

When we are barred in bv conventionalities; when we see the 
honesty of childhood supplanted by a make-believe; when we 
breathe an air of affectation; when the hard puzzles of life have 
wearied us amid these harassments the hampered spirit will 
h.u moments of reaction; it will return to simplicity, to nature, 
to that which is without artificiality, without dissimulation, 
w li ch has a restful pose and is in accord with the law of har
mony—is harmony. 

rnl^ 6 ar° be^Pe^ '" our moral strugg., by the poets of genius. 
u majestic Milton utters his most sublime thoughts with sim

ple grace, his words may and often do fall with ponderous 
power, but they fall in simplicity of form. The reader may re
call the sonnet on the " Massacre of Piedmont," beginning: 

'Avenge, O Lord, thy slaughter'd saints whose bones 
Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold." 

Simplicity in order of thought will find simplicity in expre,-
sion. t ih a stroke of genius to reach beyond the multitude 
nit nut to seem to be superior. From their lofty heights, the men 

o genius w le ther they write poems or brevier on a newspaper, 
' ° " r n'"1] 6 n uPon the heads of their readers but glide 
"raC.e U - own over their heads and land way beyond them in 

u e.iu i u i a e or on the lofty mountain peak bevond which 
e readers cannot see but are proud to know the authors can. 

rhe work of genius has the plainness of the feat of Columbus and 
us egg. matters not whether genius work with the brush, the 

pen he chisel, or the sword. The lines that give character to the 
result, will be simple, lacking in tawdry ornament whose chief 
use is to conceal defects in the essentia] parts, and whollv want-

LT andT -d Jhey wm be eaSil-V ^-derstood-as unpretent-
The " ,t t of crcchetty egotism as Ciesar's Commentaries, 
rhe great poets of the world, inspired and profane, David. 

lacking inTmfdid'tyuh',keSPeare' Milt°n haVe not been 
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Browning is in a marked measure at variance with the poets 
of genius, in simplicity of thought and style. If Browning be 
said to be a poet in the realm of the " Satire of Pathos," his 
defect in style alone would defeat the necessary element of the 
sublime. Great poets who have reached the lofty altitude of 
the sublime, have not made a rigid adherence to the formal laws 
of thought their moving impulse; and, as a consequence, they 
have not placed the demand upon their readeis to enter into the 
cold i ntellectual crypt of a " Browning Society " to discover the 
unutterable mystery that tin dippers are made of tin—when 
they are not made of sheet iron. To connect the element of 
beauty—according \o \Emerson, the chief aim of poetry—with 
that of simplicity, wiuld be to raise still higher the wall between 
Browning and the g\ .nes of the earth. The poets of the 
elder day who were nem to Nature in feeling possessed beauty 
as well as simplicity. 

Civilization has led men away from nature. Its many " im
provements," its all that constitutes progress, have separated 
man from the integrity of nature. He did, in that . lder day. 
secure in himself a fullness according to his natural fitness for 
existence. Art, science and literature have raised their stand
ards. The advance has been in pursuit of the ideal. There is 
no longer the perfect natural man but the imperfect moral man 
—the man who is ever striving for but never attaining the end 
he seeks. Man has differentiated himself from himself. In his 
separation from the heroes and demigods, he has woven about 
himself a net-work of modern restraints, established canons oh 
art, rules of moral action, and laws that touch iiim at every 
point of his new existence. All the products of his mind are 
largely in accord with his environment; his thinking is accord
ing to rule, logical; his will is the will of the assembly, and his 
feelings are aesthetically and ethically correct. Standards of 
excellence meet him at every turn ; all his efforts are to reach 
out to the ideal. He existed for himself; he exists for some
thing beyond himself Proportion, symmetry, arrangement are 
the results of this evolution, and all tend to the attainihent of 
an ideal. The finite has been exchanged for the infinite. 

The penalty of freedom is artificiality. The outraged moral 
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sense seeks relief from strain, and is gratified with that " one 
touch of nature " which the poet through the agency of sim
plicity and beauty can give. The spirit of man overtroubled 
with railroads, electricity, social forms, duties—not duty,—craves 
a release from the thrall of intellect, and seeks repose in the 
contemplation of nature—a renewal of the feelings that the 
heart may pulse with new strength in this work-a-day world. 

To him who in the love of nature holds 
Communion with her visible forms she speaks 
A various language; for his gayer hours 
She has a voice of gladness, and a smile 
And eloquence of beauty, and she glides 
Into his darker musings, with a mild 
And healing sympathy, that steals away 
Their sharpness, ere he is aware." 

i ItJ?nmagi° P°vverin the alembic of the poet's mind that 
ias distilled a draught for you; or, if by the gift of the gods, 

some ung o t 11s e ffect has been wrought in your mind when 
you have actually gone forth under the open sky and listed to 
Natures teachings, it was the poet in you that wrought the 
spe 1, it was not the botanist with his tabulated names ; not the 
geologist with his arranged strata, not the astronomer with his ffo-

universe ah** little th^ » his unseen-
nnerse aU these are lists of facts as hard as the ultimate 

atom, so far as they concern the soul, they are facts ready for the 
hand of the poet who can best connect them with the' human 
soul. Emerson says, "Wherever we begin thither our steps 
end; an ascent from the joy of a horse with his trapping up to 

the perception of a Newton that the globe on which we ride is 

grê p.Tnfor the'greateBt Zf f°' 
in poetry the highest oppo^^f 
pression: for this is the tusk n f  n ' * •, lnstructive ex-

• 
naturalness of childhood so near to which liven 
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Beauty is the correspondence of an object with our ideal. 
Browning is certainly deficient in beauty of form. We need 
not dwell upon his lack of the first element of style, perspicuity. 
It will not suffice to say that a select number, a "remnant" 
understand him; the degree of attention demanded by a poet 
and by a writer upon metaphysics is to be taken into the account. 
Diffuseness is a great blemish. Tacitus is an author whose com
pact expression, which sometimes draws perilously near absolute 
solidity, is admired because his ideas are equally condensed, but 
Browning is a writer whose diffuseness of thought too often 
unites with an undue compression of diction, and produces a 
wearisome prolixity. 

The clipping of words conduces to anything except beauty ; 
it partakes of a trick. If one would see Browning cleverly 
Browningized, in discursiveness and in the docking of the ver
nacular, he should read the poet Calverlev's "Cock and the 
Bull," in " Fly Leaves." 

Man in his moral development looks toward his ideals • 
and the poet, not only with simplicity in its deepest sense, 
i. e. with honesty, sincerity and purity, but also in a sense 
no less desirable in a poet, with simplicity in form, leads man 
" from the vain pomps and vanities of this wicked world" 
to his ideal state wherein he for a time becomes pure, sincere 
and honest which experience becomes to him both a hope and a 
prophecy of his ultimate moral triumph. Browning may do this 
tor a few but a great poet must be universal—must speak the "vari
ous language " to be known and read of all men. This language 
lie does not speak, and thereby he has just escaped enrollment 
among the great poets of the world. 

TER THE BEST O' MY KNOWLEDGE —KAINTUCK. 

YER can bet yer pile I don't like ther waltz, 
Ther step's so fussy an' mixed an' slow 

Hit seems ter me thet hits got more faults 
Then enny dence o' which I know, 

An' the crazy polka, one, two, three— 
Ter the best o' my knowledge thet aint fur me. 

I've denced ther Yorke, thet comes quite high 
An' tittawatin', but hit dont suit. 
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I her Berlin in no ways ketches my eve 
Cjiuse has got too much skip and scoot. 

1 heir noo steps air so heard ter lurn— 
Cuse me, but the crowd aint wuth a durn ! 

Lz fur ther lancers, ther plain quadrille 
I don't like 'em at all—'cept Verginnv Reel— 

lhura none o' 'em quite can fill ther bill, 
^ ^ erSinny will give yer an nimble heel; 

I hen there's thet thing called the mineret, 
1' I never denced, I wouldn't dence thet. 

But there s just one dence thet takes my time, 
Provided, o' course, I've got my girl:" 

Hits the Jubilee—now aint thet prime! 
Then Kaintuck will set yer head in a whirl; 

Id dence thet all night, with conscience free. 
Per ther beat ot my knowleege, Kaintuck fur me. 

FRANC SOAMES. 

SUPPLEMENTARY READING IN THE STUDY 
OF HISTORY. 

WI1HIN ^le |as( few' years there has been among teachers 
a change in their conception of the method by which 

history should be taught. The primary object of studying his
tory is as it has ever been, to learn from the events of the past 
the proper and advantageous conduct of affairs; but, while for
merly the mere recital of past successes and failures was thought 
sufficient, it is now deemed necessary to understand the causes 
of these nappenings. History concerns itself with the actions of 
men, the causes of which lie in race and individual character
istics, and m social and physical environment. Moreover men's 
characters are shown by their customs and by their works. So 
that this new view of history requires the student to know some 

nng o many apparently irrelevant facts. To acquire this 
knowledge he needs to supplement the bare record of his text 
book by special treatises and more detailed histories. That bv 
using several histories the student will sometimes read mor'e 

m^nteTVT-T^ the Same event is b.vno means to be la-
lX bu w,th 7 •" taUght n0t °nly t0 Sive P™tical 

A , T.i a Vlew to developing the judgment- and the 
reai ing o c .ffering and perhaps conflicting accounts'conduces 
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greatly to this end, while, at the same time it insures the student 
from too great a dependence upon any one author. 

The broad conception of history, which has been so briefly 
outlined, is by no means new, but until recently it has not had 
any general influence on the methods of teaching this subject. 
And now that attempts are being made to teach history according 
to this view, very serious obstacles are being encountered. More 
time is needed for the preparation of lessons. This is certainly 
unfortunate, but no one will say that the right way of doing a 
thing should be rejected because it takes longer. Still, such 
statements do not solve the problem. How shall additional 
time be secured? There are two ways in which it can be done; 
by so arranging the course that there shall be fewer studies at 
one time, or by shortening the lessons in history. Perhaps the 
second is more feasible in most schools. If this plan is adopted 
one of two results is inevitable, either the course in history will 
extend over a longer period, or less ground will be covered. 
Where it is possible the former would be the better course as 
giving more information as well as producing a wider culture. 
But even if we must teach less, is it not better that a pupil 
should leave school with the ability to rightly interpret history 
and with a love for historical reading, than with a mass of infor
mation and the conviction that history is the driest of subjects? 
After all, no school pretends to teach the whole of history, and 
the story of an administration or a reign, or for that matter, a 
century more or less, will not make such a tremendous difference. 

A fe w expedients for obtaining additional time suggest them
selves. They could not, however, be substituted for those already 
mentioned. A double purpose would be served, if sometimes 
extracts bearing upon the lesson in history were used for a read
ing lesson. Another plan which might occasionally prove useful 
would be to assign a historical subject for a composition. Both 
of these devices are most practicable where one person teaches 
all the branches. A plan that could be used by any teacher 
would be to set aside now and then a period for reading history, 
either by pupils or by the teacher. 

A very serious difficulty presents itself when we consider the 
books to use. No single work contains all the information re-
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luile( • bo many are needed; biographies, travels, histories, 
nor • on geography and a host of other subjects; a bewildering 
\ ariety . It is of course unfortunate that there are so few goo'l 
ext. )ooks in history; but this is true of nearlv every subject. 

Hut the number of books required is really not'so very great-
an encyclopaedia, a biographical dictionary, several histories and 
..ome monographs. I he first three are quite readily chosen 
• !Vi n°' S° klsb Perhaps the best collection of monographs 
is the series called'• Epochs of Ancient and Modern History." 

ut ot the scoie or so of volumes, only that on American Hide-
I'" 'II<- le.us 011 L nited States history. Indeed, the history of 
our country has the scantest literature. Of the small histories, 
only those of Higginson and Eggleston are much more than 
mere ucoids ot events, while for monographs we must turn to 
specml chapters of the larger histories-those of Bancroft and 
Hildreth, for examples, or to such works as those of Lossing. 

o woi - on the history of other countries no specific reference 
neec lemai e, foi but few schools give attention to any history 
extt.p nit ot the United States. Where such books are needed 
the great difficulty will be to choose from so many excellent 
works. J 

But although so few books are needed, most students do not 

wTth ti'6"1' "?r, Can 6ach PuPd be expected to supply himself 
lib,- r ti"1 i ,f °nly plan ls for the school to provide such a 
' iTl' 10Ug / students c°uld be required to buy one of the 
whrfherT8" -1UU whatworks to buy will depend partly on 
whether the pupils have access to a public library. Neve'rthe-

to manvTh0 1^? h°°k8 W0Uld prove a ^rious matter 
twentv fivp to°° T enc^cl«P^ia costs anywhere from 
which tlier. mer.,a lundred dollars, and the other works, of 
each Then 'too^'d a?S,hal1 a dozen> cost ten or fifteen dollars 

rhav?S :fe!° bP le3ir®b'e »'• W-a. .1W-
Vpw r«.rcee i •' 'mphcate copies of some books., 

tain libraries T fl°ne somethinS towards helping schools ob-

EJJEE- s ,°"rr , y  

like amounts. But when one / y' Provlded 11 raises 
o.h« '»»ksbe.i,,r;tz,:4Trba-?' n™'neau 

> ana that this fund is also to pro
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vide physical, chemical, and miscellaneous apparatus, the aid to 
be obtained from this source seems rather slight. 

That there are serious obstacles in the way of general adop
tion of these plans cannot be doubted, but nothing except the 
lack of money need prevent schools from doing something in 
this line. Different conditions necessitate modifications in the 
particulars of every plan. Peculiar difficulties must be over
come by special devices and all such must be left to the inge
nuity of those familiar with the circumstances. Hence no effort 
has been made to give anything more than general suggestions. 
But even where these suggestions cannot be followed entirely, to 
use those which can be followed will be advantageous. 

SWEETER than the lips of Venus, 
Fairer than the wood-nymphs are, 

Is the modest flower that blossoms 
In the wild-wood near and far. 

Kissed by dews and rocked by zephyrs, 
Sweetest flower that woos the day, 

Scarce before we know thy fragrance, 
Thou hast died and passed away. 

Hidden-half by leaves, thy perfume 
Gentle breezes to us bring; 

Tenderly we stoop and pluck thee, 
First and fairest love of spring. 

NY science is interesting that enables us to know more of our 
fellow-beings. Especially so would a science be which 

would reveal character without effort or experience of one who 
interprets the human forms, but which would require the mere 
following of directions from a book. So people have waited 
impatiently for the time when they can measure every faculty 
with a tape measure. 

Seventy years ago, Dr. Franz Joseph Gall, after studious obser
vation, published his conclusion that people of certain traits had 
prominences on certain parts of the skull. He believed that 

R. 

THE VIOLET. 

N. C. H. 
PHRENOLOGY. 
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each bump was caused by an unusual development of the 
brain lobe directly beneath. He believed that unusual develop
ment is due to unusual activity. He inferred that certain facul
ties depend upon certain portions of the brain—indeed he and 
most ot his disciples have been enough of materialists to think 
that certain portions of the brain possess certain faculties. 

Thirty years later, Flourens, an eminent physiologist, proved 
by experiments that in every case, Gall had failed to locate the 
evidence of the faculties' development. However, he believed 
that, in the main, Gall's theory was true. 

As soon as this mention appeared in the writings of Flouren-
scientists widely discussed the matter of phrenology. Tw>< 
Germans made experiments on an anaesthetized dog. An elec
tric current introduced into certain parts of the brain produced 
motion in the body of the dog. This portion of brain, thev 
termed the motor arm. These gentlemen moreover ascertained 
w la t parts of the motor area are employed in the control of 

< ertain members ol the dog's body. In this same series of ex
periments it was proved that at least the motor nerve thread-
extend from the right hemisphere of the brain to the left side of 
the body, and vice versa. 

In 1873, David Ferrier found that removing certain portion-
o animals' brains destroyed certain senses, while it did not 
affect others. He located the brain employed in different sens-
a ions, aad thus made a map of what he called the sensation ar• 
• unk, of Berlin, after thorough investigation confirmed Ferrier-
conclusions with regard to animal brains. 

Many of the facts gained by vivisection have been applied to 
he hmnan brain. Now and then, a diseased brain, or a brain 
aid Jure, or pierced by accident reveals to the physiologist nev. 
acts regarding functions of brain lobes. But the map of the 
motor area or the sensation area is very much like a map of 
entral Africa. And yet, with its present narrow limits, pi,re-

no ogy ins been known to save more than seventy lives in 
. mer.1Ca and EuroPe- Its great usefulness will appear in enabl
ing physicians to locate diseased matter by the inefficiency of 
certain members of the bod v. 
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This is the stage of phrenology to-day. To the physiologist it 
promises to be a science of inestimable value. 

Phrenology as presented to most people is no science. It is 
but the result of averaging up observations. If, for instance, out 
of one thousand heads examined, five hundred belong to men 
who overcome enemies, and remove obstacles; and if out of this 
five hundred, three hundred have a fullness behind the ears, 
then the second class phrenologist puts behind the ear on his 
map, destructiveness. 

Still, the writer thinks that the time will come when some
thing definite may be learned of minds from appearances of 
heads. When one has a certain emotion, certain muscles of the 
face contract; when one has another emotion, certain other 
muscles of the face contract. We have all observed that when a 
certain emotion becomes habitual to a man, the muscles of his 
face grow to have a characterizing form. It has been proven 
that different parts of the brain are employed in the control of 
the different muscles. Now, why is it not probable that a pre
vailing excitation should affect the form of the particular part of 
the brain from which it comes, as well as the form of the muscle 
in which it ends ? What is a better explanation for the diversity 
in the form of brain development than the diversity in the 
character and distribution of brain action? The muscles are 
acted upon, and they become moulded; the brain acts, and it is 
developed. The nature of development depends upon nature 
of action. The brain's action depends upon the state of the 
mind and the strength of the various faculties. Then it appears 
that the phrenologist has these three things before him: to 
ascertain what muscles naturally contract when the mind has 
particular elementary action; to ascertain just what portion of 
the brain is employed in the unconscious control of the mus
cles ; and to ascertain how a development of that portion of the 
brain would evidence itself on the surface of the skull. 

Obviously, if this is the true aspect of that part of phrenology 
which has to do with interpreting purely mental natures, it is 
baffling to any investigator, or any single generation of scientists. 

E. Z. 
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THE IMPORT ANCE OP LANGU AGE STUDY. 
V/I AN is gi\en the power of thought; and, from the cradle to 

the grave, he is constantly placed in such positions that 
he must give expression to his thoughts. He can do so only in 
one way; lie must use language. 

1 he child, long before he makes an articulate sound, talks 
with his mother and nurse. He uses a language peculiar to his 
age. Soon he begins the study of another language. It is his 
first study. His teachers are those around him, and his lessons 
are the words used by them. He enters school. His work is 
still that of language. He studies numbers and their relations ; 
ie picks to pieces the flowers, and grinds to powder the rocks: 

his hand is guided; his eye is directed; his ear is trained—all 
or the purpose of enlarging his range of thought, quickening 
us power of concentration, and increasing his flow of language. 

I he young man enters business. His first task is not that of 
mathematics, natural science, music or painting; it is that of 
language. Can he write a letter ? Can he, in simple and precise 
anguage, express his own thoughts on any given subject? Sue-

cess or failure in these determines his position. 
Shall we follow him farther on his journey through life? It is 

nee less. His whole work will te that of expressing his wishes 
and demands, and showing his influence and power through the 
medium ot language; while the enjoyment of his days of retire
ment will be found in the written language of others. 

This is a busy, rushing, money-getting age in all parts of 
which mathematical calculations must enter; still mathematical 
knowledge will not assist the "man of to-day " to so great an 
extent as a command of language. The bulk of his calculations 
may be copied from printed tables-the work of another; but 
his power of expression no one can furnish. It must come from 
within as a result of hard study. 

Language must be used by every one in all states of society 
from the lowest to the highest. No intercourse can be had with 
another without using some form of language; and no one will 
deny that rare thoughts, couched in poor language, are lost. 

Since the use of language is so necessary to all persons, its 
rank as a study is easily ascertained. It is the all-important 
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study, and the end of all school work. What course of study 
the better leads to this desired end, let each decide for himself; 
but bear in mind, in our schools, the best forms of language 
should be used and taught, whether the subject under discussion 
be chemistry or literature, mathematics or history, natural 
science or grammar. 

WHAT SHALL BE MY THEM E ? 

WHAT shall be my theme to-night, 
While all my sky is radiant bright; 
While hopes on fiery wings ascend 

To airy heights beyond my ken? 
My theme might be "Joy's brimming cup," 
Which Siren-like Hope is filling up; 
But my gleeful soul I let not rise 
In simple verse to tantalize 
The weary, heavy-hearted wight, 
And shroud his dawning hopes in night. 
Within my breast my bliss shall lie 
Concealed from sorrowing mortals' eye. 
It's not what hope has done for me 
Is what shall be my theme to night; 
It is what Hope may do for thee 
If thou wilt hope and strive with might. 

NEMESIS. 

AN AUGUST CAMPAIGN. 
HOW ROB . FORD CA ME HOM E. 

AMONG the hills in the gold region, in the western part of 
California, made famous by Bret Harte, lies the village of 

Sonoma. The village is small and unpretentious. The inhab
itants of the village are few, and are engaged principally among 
the gold mines, while the land surrounding the village is occu
pied by farmers who have a few acres under cultivation, and to 
eke out their existence often work in the mines. 

About four miles from Sonoma was a branch railroad run
ning from San Jose to Chinese Camp. The principal train was 
called " Ninety-two," and made about three trips a week between 
San Jose and Chinese Camp, carrying mail and supplies. The 
people of the village of Sonoma and surrounding country were 
peculiar. They were peculiar in their habits and speech savor
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ing strongly of the Irish brogue. Some of them had peculiar 
names; for instance, there was the widow Mrs. Jef, Mr. Ford, 
who was always worrying about his oldest boy, Rob, who had 
left home ten years before and had never been heard from, Mr. 
Madi, Mr. Gar, and many others with as peculiar names. 

At times when much was to be done at the mines and on the 
farms, many who had children old enough to work, and a child 
was considered old enough at twelve or thirteen, would set their 
children about some task which they could do and thus get the 
work done. lo this class belonged Mr. Ford. His oldest child 
at home now was named George, who was fifteen years of age. 
The next was John, aged about twelve and so on down to the 
two-year-old. 

One day in August, while George was Washing a ton of gold, 
his brother John asked him about A-dam's material, which he 
said they must have to finish the dam. As they could not go to 
the camp, about ten miles away, where all the articles for the 
village were brought, themselves, at this time, George told John 
to go and ask Mrs. Jef-f-er-son Thomas, a lad of about eight sum
mers, could get the things for them the next time he went to the 
town. She said he could, and as he was going that very day if 
they would tell him what they wanted he would get the articles 
for them. 

After the boys had told him what they wanted and sundry 
bits of advice from his mother he started. But before he started 
he asked if Mr. Madis-son James could go with him. Consent 
being given the two lads started for the town. Their way led 
past a mill pond, and out on the pond they saw a man in a boat 
rowing towards a woods on the opposite bank of the pond. His 
mode of handling the oars caused Thomas to exclaim, " Just see 
that Mon-row James. 

When thay arrived at the mill they saw the miller about to 
start to the town. The boys asked if they might ride with him. 
" Certainly," said the miller, "jump in." After being seated on 
the bags of feed that were in the wagon they saw that the miller 
was suffering with a bad cold, so James asked him what was the 
matter. The miller said, " Well, that man of mine down at the 
mill keeps me Jawiri so much it gives me the Quinsy in my 



THE SIGNAL. 79 

Adam's apple. Then Thomas and James, boy-like, wanted to 
know what made him jaw so much. 

" Well, the other day," said the miller, " I thought I would 
raise my mill a little, so I told him to help me put the jacks, 
and he went An-drew the Jacks-on the out edge and nearly let 
the mill down in a heap. Then," continued the miller, "a dead 
Martin was found in Mr. Van's Buron; nobody knew how it got 
there, but I suspected my man, as he had been up there last; 
and then to put the cap-sheaf on he sot our dog Harris-on Wil
liam Henry, Mr. Van's little boy." "What for?" exclaimed 
James and Thomas in the same breath. "What for?" repeated the 
miller, " he claimed he was stealing apples or somethin' or other." 
"Whoa, Bill," said the miller to his horse, as he came to a 
bridge of two or three planks across a ditch in the road, " I wish 
they'd fix this place up, it's getting rather dangerous. I heard 
they were going-to have a man from San Francisco, a Mr. John, 
who'll Tyl-er up good," said James. " I know him, and I guess 
I'll send word for him to hurry up, but here we are," continued 
the miller as he reached a place on the outskirts of the town 
where he was to deliver his load of feed. " Now, run over to 
the store and get what you want and you can ride back with me. 
Now, don't Polk James," he said, as the two started off, " I want 
to git home afore night." 

Chinese Camp, the place where the boys had come, was as its 
name indicated, a resort for Chinamen. As it was on a 
branch of the railroad from San Jose to Petalauma, it became 
of gome importance. It has a few stores, a church and a hotel. 
It has a population of about two thousand, one-fourth of whom 
are Chinamen. 

After making their purchases the boys stopped in front of the 
only hotel of the place to see a dog, whose owner called Zachary, 
without Tail-or ears. The owner was telling some men that 
they were torn off in a fight. When they reached the miller's 
wagon they found him ready for the trip home. 

They started on the way home and when they came to the 
ditch in the road Thomas said, " I wonder, when they put tne 
tile in that ditch, if they have enough dirt on the banks to fill it 
again." " It will Fill-more than the ditch," said the Miller for 
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it they put in decent tile they will take up considerable room. 
Just as they reached a bend in the road they saw ahead of 

them a stranger proceeding leisurely along. The miller hurried 
up his horse and overtaking the stranger asked him to ride. 
The stranger, nothing loth, clambered up into the wagon, and had 
no sooner taken his seat when the miller asked him who he was 
and where he came from and what he was doing in that part of 
the country. 

The stranger with a smile answered, I'm an agent from Frank
lin where we have the Pierc-ing cold and heavy snow storms in 
the winter. " It's up in Canada, aint it," said the miller. " Yes, 
it's right along the border of the United States." "What do 
you sell?" asked the miller. "I am selling James Bu's-cannon 
remedy for external and internal diseases," and then he went on 
to tell how a man named Abraham had been struck with a Link-
on the head. It had rendered him unconscious and afterward 
delirious, but after using three bottles of Bu's Cannon remedv 
had been completely cured. 

Just then Thomas said to the miller, " I wonder who that is 
coming down the road ?» The miller after looking a minute said, 
" It looks like Mr John's-son Andrew, wait till he gets near and I'll 
tell you." Just then the stranger turned off into a woods along 
the road, and by the time the miller reached the place the 
stranger was out of sight and hearing. 

" ®ay is that medicine good for rheumatiz?" asked the miller, 
- Yes; why, do you have it?" asked the the stranger. "No, but 
the man that lives over in that house has it bad; maybe you 
might sell him some." " His house seems to be closed up; is he 
home?" " Yes, he's always home." « Will he Grant me ad
mission?" "Never knew old man Ulysses to refuse anyone 
admission yet." « Well," said the stranger, " I'll g0 and see 
him." "Are you going to Sonoma after you get through with 
him?" asked the miller, as the stranger jumped from the°wagon. 
" \Tes, I wish to get there as soon as possible for I'm tired travel
ing." " Stop at my house on your way there," said the miller. 
The stranger after thanking him for the ride said " Well mavbe 
I will." 

" I wonder who he is?" said Thomas as the three went slowly 
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onward. " I don't know," answered the miller, " but I think I've 
seen him before, somewhere. Well, here we are," said the miller, 
as the mill loomed up before them. " Now, you two lads had 
better hurry home." After thanking him for their ride the boys 
went on home, which they reached without further incident. 
When they reached the village they found the Ford boys had 
gone away. After looking about the village for them they saw 
their sister Ruth-R-Ford who said, " The Hay's ready in Mr. 
Gar's-Jield James, and they are over there helping him, and if you 
aint too tired we'll go over there, too." 

As it was only a short distance the three started for the place. 
When they reached it they heard Mr. Gar say to his man Chester, 
"Ar-thur any more like this one coming down the road?" The 
three looked to see whom Mr. Gar was talking to, when the boys 
saw it was the stranger who had ridden down with the miller. 
He had caught another ride and had reached Sonoma almost as 
soon as they. 

" Now," continued Mr. Gar, " you had better not Cleave to my 
land any longer but get out." " Here, Grover," said the man to 
his dog, the idea of a man like you peddling medicine, better go 
to work in the hav field, or something else. Now, you've Ben 
Harrisin me and my family long enough, so get out, for if Grover 
gets a chance at you you'll think, old ninety-two has hit you." 

The stranger, without more ado, took his leave. Out in the 
road he met the boys and Ruth R. Ford. When the stranger 
saw Ruth he said, " Well, Ruth, how do you do." Ruth stared 
at him a moment and then exclaimed, " Why, it's Bob; come 
on home; dad and mam will be awful glad to see you." Rob 
took her arm and, followed by the boys, started home with her. 
He was joyfully received by the old folks and the rest of the 
family. The villagers held an impromptu reception that night 
over the return of Rob Ford, and all the old folks in the village 
wanted a bottle of his medicine, insomuch that Rob was com
pelled to send for more. When he left for Franklin again he 
carried with him the best wishes of the people, and to this day 
he serves as a model for all the boys of the village. 

A. I. HUNT. 
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THE ILLUSIONS OP PEAR. 

HOW many a cloud in a darkening sky 
Sweeps on with its whirlwind train, 

But the winds subside and the clouds roll bv 
And there falls not a drop of rain. 

How many an angry storm-tossed wave, 
So loud and wild in its roar, 

In fury seems ready the Titans to brave, 
But in ripples it breaks on the shore. 

We sorrow the deepest o'er evils to come, 
Which we see in our vision of fear. 

But they fade away like mist in the sun 
And leave not a sigh or a tear. 

N. C. 
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EDITORIAL. 

PRACTICE TEACHING. 

PRACTICE teaching must surely rank as one of the very 
important factors in the professional training of teachers. 

The character of the results obtained from this work must de
pend largely upon the amount and kind of preparation for it, 
as careful study of subject matter, of method, and of child 
nature, and also upon the supervision under which this practice 
teaching is carried on. 

The system now in operation in our own schools has been 
productive of such excellent results since its adoption a year ago 
that a brief outline of its leading features may be of interest to 
our readers. 

The work is begun in the last half of the second year of the 
course, and when once taken up, is carried on one period (forty 
minutes) a day until graduation ; that is, five months for those 
graduating from the elementary course, and one year longer for 
those taking the advanced course. Previous to beginning their 
practice teaching, all members of the class must have been in
structed in methods of teaching the elementary branches, and 
have taken one term's work in Psychology. 

The class about to enter upon this branch of their professional 
training is divided into sections of from three to five members 
each. These sections are sent to the various classes of the Pri
mary and Grammar Grades of our Model School, each section to 
remain with the class to which it is sent, for a period of three 
weeks. The classes are all in the hands of regular teachers, and 
it is under the direct supervision of these teachers that all the 
practice teaching is done. For the first two or three days of a 
section's attendance in a particular class-room its members are 
not required to teach, but are given this opportunity to famil
iarize themselves with the names and faces of pupils; with the 
regular teachers' method of class management; and also to re
view the subject matter upon which the class are engaged. After 
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these few days of observation the teacher assigns a lesson to be 
given by some member of the section. The pupil teacher, before 
giving the lesson, must present a written plan of her proposed 
work to the regular teacher, who carefully criticises it. 

After remodeling the plan in accord with the criticisms made 
upon it, the practice teacher must submit it to the General 
C 1 itic ol the Normal school; the practic teacher then takes entire 
charge of th e class and gives the lesson in the presence of the regu-
lai teacher, and of other members of the section. After the dis
missal ol the class, the work of the pupil-teacher is care-
full} and exhaustively criticised by the regular teacher, who 
also sends an abstract of the criticism thus made, to the General 
Critic. These written reports are kept on file and the work 
done fiom time to time by a student is compared with the pre
ceding efforts, and thus a careful record may be made of the im
provement of a student in his or her ability to control and 
instruct a class. 

During the three weeks, each member of the section must 
teach once—if posssible, oftener. At the close of this time the 
sections all pass to other classes. These new appointments being 
made so as to engage each section in work that shall be quite 
different, as to subject matter and grade from that which it has 
just been doing. Q ^ 

[\\ e give this communication of G. C. prominence in our 
pages because we are anxious that friends of the Normal outside 
ol the school may know what the new regime is doing to fit 
teachers in this particular for their work. We congratulate all 
concerned upon the satisfactory results of the plan. EDS.] 

PARIS EXPOSITION. 
< < C DUCATIONAL Leaflet, No. 43," issued by the College for 

Ls the Training of Teachers, 9 University Place, New-
York City, and written by Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, is upon 
" Education at the Paris Exposition." 

The second of the nine great groups of the Exposition was 
set apart for education and instruction. The visitor was disap
pointed that the schools of Germany were not represented. 
Great Britain sent nothing to show what improvement had 
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been made during the last ten years in her empire. Sweden 
was greatly missed. " If the exhibit from the United States," 
the author states, " is to be taken as representing the condition 
of American public education, it is ridiculous; if it is there 
simply to fill the space allotted, it is disgraceful." 

Japan, it appears, was able to show to the world, a school sys
tem of the most approved character, the best and most advanced 
methods of teaching, and the most abundant results. Objective 
teaching and manual training characterize their schools of every 
grade. These results are due to careful study and proper ap
preciation, on the part of the commissions which that country 
has sent to Europe and to the United States. 

Switzerland was well represented. The best drawing and color 
work (of our grammar school grade) in the whole Exposition 
was by the Swiss. Zurich and Balse exhibited sewing as taught 
in their schools; Neuchatel and Berne, manual training. 

It is Paris, however, that furnished the bulk of this group. 
France, excluding Paris, filled the Palace of Liberal Arts with 
an exhibit graded from the kindergartens to the professional 
schools. The Leaflet says, " It is quite safe to say that no such 
exhibit of educational buildings, apparatus, furniture, methods 
of teaching, and work accomplished by schools has ever been 
seen before." The pamphlet gives further information touching 
buildings fitted up to show kindergarten, primary and grammar 
class-rooms; also sanitary provisions, physical and manual 
training, technical, industrial and commercial schools. These 
last impressed the visitor as the most important portion of the 
whole Exposition. The Leaflet concludes with these words: " It 
may be said, then, that the Paris Exposition of 1889 opens a 
new era in education. It points to the supplanting of the useless 
by the useful, of the ornamental by the practical. It signifies, 
too, the advent in the school-room of a higher ideal of manhood 
than has hitherto prevailed. Men are hereafter to be trained, 
not for themselves alone, but also for the society of which they 
form a part. This education may be called new, or practical, or 
utilitarian, or some other adjective meant to imply scorn, but it 
will produce a higher average of intelligence and a more un
selfish type of character than that which is passing away be
fore it." 
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A NEW TRADE. 

THERE are all kinds of trades and all kinds of concomitant 
tricks, but until recently it remained for some enterprising 

genius to occupy the field of proxy authorship. And, at last, 
this has been filled, and the people who are in it are reaping a 
rich harvest. 

I HE SIGNAL, some time ago, received a circular marked "Con
fidential," and dated from an Ohio town. At the head stood the 
name of a firm with the explanatory term, " Journalists." Fol
lowing this was elaborated the following scheme, the novelty of 
which cannot fail to attract. It read : 

" The student of the present day, though more capable than 
those of any preceding generation, finds that in doing justice to 
the physical man he has little time left for literary work and a 
thorough mastery of the sciences, and therefore his efforts in one 
branch or the other, or it may be both, are unsatisfactory." 

1 his we will not deny to be true and as a "starter" is an un
qualified success. Now the "journalists " begin to warm up: 

There are students in every college who enjoy literary work 
and those who detest it. There are those who are obliged by a 
tyranical college Faculty to waste both mortal time and parental 
money in gorging a brain with a material that is as essentially 
foreign to that particular intellect as is sawdust to the human 
system." 

1 his is indeed excellent! The " tyranical college Faculty," 
who are " gorging a brain," should be handicapped in some way. 
This is how it is to be done: 

" Therefore, in consideration of this fact, and of the work of 
students in their closing years in college, we have endeavored to 
fill a long felt want by engaging two of the most prolific writers 
of the age, which enables us to furnish all kinds of literary pro
ductions at a very slight cost." 

This division of labor is certainly praiseworthy where " two 
of the most prolific writers of the age " are possibly members of 
the firm. Here is the scale of prices: 

Essays, $3.00 to $8.00, according to length, nature of subject, &c. 
Orations, $5.00 to $10.00, " " " " 
Debates, $5.00 to $10.00, " " " " " 
Eulogies, $10.00 to $20.00 " " " « « 
Character Sketches, $10.00 to $20.00, " " " " 
Invectives, $10.00 to $25.00, " " " « 
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Now comes a confidential remark that is well pleasing to the 
overworked student: 

" In ordering productions, please state style and length wanted, 
and whether humorous, profound or historical. As t o subjects, 
we are usually left to our own choice, but any subject may be 
sent in with order." 

But for child-like innocence, the peroration to this delightful 
morceau, has not its equal: 

" The large number of productions that we have already fur
nished to the best colleges in the land have given entire satis
faction in every respect; and in almost every case where our 
productions have been delivered the comments of the press were 
very favorable, especially upon the style and diction. 

No money required in advance." 
The gullable press, the confiding natures of the managers of 

the scheme in trusting students, savor of the golden age. Is it 
indeed possible that such things can be! We have printed ser
mons, Hektograph poems, plate matter editorials, but don't you 
really think that the line should be drawn at graduation theses ! 
Is it so hard to make roses of thistles or to shave off the ears of 
a donkey. But if our Ohio journalists can do it, they will have 
succeeded in a task that even Solomon, wisest of men, considered 
incapable of being accomplished. 

RESIGNATION OF JUDGE RANDOLPH. 

THE resignation of Judge Bennington F. Randolph from the 
Board of Trustees of the Normal School claims a record in 

our pages. 
Judge Randolph is a member of the Board of Riparian Com

missioners, and holds many other important business relations 
whose demands upon his time are imperative. Judge Randolph's 
service as a trustee of our school extended over many years, 
since 1863, we believe. He ever took a lively interest in oui 
welfare, and exerted a strong influence in the direction of the 
affairs of our institution. Good judgment, a well informed 
mind, exact methods, and courteous address were his character
istics ; his services throughout these years cannot be adequately 
recounted here. 

In severing his official connection with the Board of our 
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School, he has kindly conveyed to us through our Principal his 
legiet that the separation was necessary : and he has been 
pleased to refer to the teachers and pupils of the State Schools 
in flattering terms. THE SIGNAL, w e trust, may speak for the 
f aculty and students and extend reciprocal regrets for the re
tirement ot Judge Randolph. We take this opportunity to ex
tend to him in the same spirit and we could wish in as fitting 
tei ins as his own, their best wishes for his future happiness. 

OUR CATALOGUE. 

J PIE publication of a catalogue is not so much for the infor
mation of those within the walls of our institution as for 

those without. The general public have a right to be informed 
ot the organization, methods of instruction, courses of study 
and other important matters belonging to the State Normal 
S, hool. Our last catalogue will convey all necessary instruction 
upon these points. 

If it was ever charged that our catalogue was a pamphlet of 
information which did not inform, it cannot now be so charged. 

I lin cipal Green has issued a statement concerning the schools 
that is all a catalogue should be; replete with statements of iacts 
.md suggestions which could only come from one thoroughly 
cognizant of the educational needs of the State, and fertile in 
plans for satisfying those needs. 

If this catalogue differs from any preceding catalogue of our 
school—comparison will show whether it does or not—the fact 
will simply be an index of the change which the same hand 
has wrought in the school itself. The school is what the cata
logue says it is, and we commend to all concerned the perusal of 
the first real catalogue of the State Normal School. 

DO NOT REA D THIS. 

WE have excellent authority for saying that all gall is divided 
into three parts, and the student of the Normal and Model 

Schools whose names are not upon our subscription list have the 
lion's share of these parts. To that portion of them who do not 
care whether THE SIGNAL lives or dies, a word from the editors of 
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THE SIGNAL may be received with contempt. Many of these 
students read THE SIGNAL but do not pay for it; they " sponge " 
upon their friends and then criticise the contents adversely. We 
do not expect to shame them into becoming subscribers by 
showing themselves to themselves as others see them, but we 
shall at least make them of some service, even to THE SIGNAL, 
by holding them up as frightful examples of moral obliquity. If 
these persons persist in their dishonest course, they may, with 
luck, in time, be able to obtain their board, clothes, house-rent 
and fire-wood, by the same inexpensive method. 

Another portion of these non-subscribers do not read THE 
SIGNAL because it is too serious for their enjoyment or profit. 
They cannot stand the strain of thinking; they would like to be 
told something " real funny." They are too diaphanous, and we 
dismiss them from further consideration by administering to 
them the initial pododactylic hysterokinematical trajectory. The 
third class are those who have not subscribed for THE SIGNAL, 
but will, no doubt, soon do so. They need to have the path of 
duty pointed out to them, and then they will walk therein. If 
they can see that there is something more than a selfish gain to 
be considered in this matter; that no student of the institution 
has done his or her whole duty until he or she has become a 
subscriber, then they will secure to themselves a greater benefit 
than even THE SIGNAL can confer, namely, the dignifying of their 
lives by an act gracious and considerate, the displaying of a 
meritorious spirit of oltruism. 

We leave it to every non-subscriber to determine to which of 
these three classes he or she certainly belongs. 

WE have received the following circular from the Superin
tendent of the Census; it commends itself. We hope our 

readers will, so far as they can, meet the wishes of the Superin-
intendent of the Census. They will thus help a great public 
good: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
CENSUS OFFICE, 

WASHINGTON, D . C., Dec. 1, 1889. ' 
EDITOR OF SIGNAL. TRENTON, N . J. 

DEAR SIR :— 
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Tnis office desires to secure the best results possible regarding 
the schools of the country with a few salient inquiries. 

James IT. B lodgett, A. M., of Rockford, Illinois, a gentleman 
of long experience in educational work and in public affairs, 
has been appointed a special agent for the collection of statistics 
of education for the United States. 

Public schools are so related to systems of public record that 
their statistics are obtained through established methods. 

Incorporated private schools have a place in public records. 
Parochial schools generally render stated reports to some con

trolling body.. 
Unincorporated private schools form a considerable element 

ol usefulness hitherto unmeasured. It is desirable to gather 
reports of the number of teachers and pupils in such schools, 
without troubling them for the financial statements that schools 
supported by public funds owe to the tax-pavers. 

The enumerators of population will report each person who 
has attended school within the year, and whether at a public or 
at a private school; and, for all persons ten years of age and 
over, those who can read and write. This will be more than has 
been done heretofore. Other educational statistics must be 
reached by different methods, in which everv one interested mav 
render some aid. 

Any list of private schools, no matter how humble, open in 
any part of the present year, with the address of the principal 
teacher of each, will be of assistance to this office. 

HEN the new structure which the November SIGNAL termed 
a ' great necessity," shall present its commanding front 

between the present Normal and Model buildings, we shall re
joice with exceeding great joy. Me feel assured that the present 
legislature will make the necessary appropriation of money to 
this end. 

When they shall have set the seal of their approval upon the 
project, we shall feel that we are in fact what we have been in 
theory, a State Normal School; a school fully equipped to send 
forth teachers thoroughly furnished unto every good work of 
their profession. 

For this consummation devoutly to be wished, the citizens 

Very respectfully, 
ROBERT P . PORTER, 

Superintendent of Cen-sv-

OUR NEW BUILDING. 
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of our State, in whatever quarter, will know whom to thank for 
serving their interests so well. They will recognize the foresight 
and good management of Principal J. M. Green, in the first in
stance; they will appreciate the good judgment and official con
sideration of the Board ot Trustees of the Normal School, the 
wise action and deliberate approval of the State Board of Edu
cation, and the official sanction and recommendation of the 
Governor of the State in his message to the legislature; and 
lastly, they can put the mark of their approval upon no legis
lative act of their representatives, which shall redound to the 
welfare of themselves more than this act which will make the Nor
mal School complete in its appointments and fitted to discharge 
every duty for which it was organized. rlhe uses to which a 
building such as is desired will be put, were touched upon in 
our last number, and we would believe that our statements made 
therein, were not void of effect. We called attention to the need 
of room for manual training, made by our State Board of Edu
cation a part of the school curriculum of the State, and already 
taught in many of our schools but not taught at the Normal 
where the teachers of the State are to be prepared, by reason of 
a lack of suitable room. We spoke of the needs of physical 
culture and of the great return that a gymnasium would render; 
of the want of room for a library; of the demand for space for 
the scientific department, and of the necessity for a large audi
torium. We close with a quotation from Principal Green's re
port to the Board of Trustees of the New Jersey State Normal 
School: 

Could we have a new building erected between the Normal 
and Model buildings, and accessible from both, that would supply 
these demands, with the extra rooms that would thus be placed 
at our disposal in the old buildings our equipment would be 
complete, enabling us to rival any Normal school in the United 
States. Our buildings were a great credit to the State when they 
were built, but the increase of population and the increased 
pedagogical demands require the improvements mentioned if 
this period would claim as much credit to itself as could that 
in which the schools were founded. 

It is greatly to be hoped that our Legislature will maintain its 
reputation for liberality in educational matters and grant us 
such an appropriation as will supply us with this new structure. 
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MR. F RANCIS B. LEE. 
pRIDA^ evening, January 23d, was notable in the life of Mr. 
1 Francis B. Lee, of this city. This day was the 21st anni
versary of his birth. Nearly two hundred friends of the new 
voter were happy that he had been born. This particular two 
hundred were entertained by Mr. Lee, at his home, 34 East State 
street, m a most elegant manner. Description is unnecessary; 
it was not a public affair; we may, however, say that the event 
was a success in every detail; it was simply perfect. 

1 he occasion when a young man assumes the toga virilis in our 
Republic, is interesting from every point of view, but especially 
interesting is it when a young man so well equipped for the 
service of the State takes his place among those who are engaged 
upon some of the most important questions that have concerned 
the welfare of our country. 

Considering experience " in the world's broad field of battle " 
and Frank's versatile way of doing things, one might say 

"How nnich more elder art thou than thy looks." 
THE SIGNAL feels itself honored in every success of its origin

ator, first managing editor, and present helper and friend We 
look down the years with a prophetic eye and see Mr. Lee held 
m lgh esteem by his fellow citizens, occupying responsible 
positions of trust, faithful to every duty, active in its discharge 

to him? re8°UrceS' and a Democrat of the 32d degree. Success 

T"E " onP>" a most popular, and we might say fashionable 
1 disease, which has fallen upon so many people and of all 
nations has not forgotten the City of Trenton and our schools 
It has come in a friendly manner and grasped the hands of both 
teachers and scholars and kept them at their respective home. 

When school opened January 6th, a comparatively small 
number of pupils occupied the seats which are usually so 
crowded. Many familiar faces were missed and continued to be 
missed for as long as three weeks. 

We heartily welcome back those who have been detained bv 
this dernrn, and trust that in future, good fortune only will hold 
them in its grip. 

It is said that the Russians were the first who had the " <yrin »-
o r j 
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then, all Europe had it. Like death, grip is no respector of 
persons, he has stricken king and peasant, rich and poor, old and 
young, strong and feeble. 

Upon her return from Europe, a young lady residing in New 
York, was attacked by the grip; lier's was the first case in the 
United States. Scarcely a month had passed since then and 
nearly every place in the Union was afflicted by the disease. 
When we realize that such a great republic as the United States 
has fallen under the sway of a despot as pitiless as Nero, we 
begin to understand the power of grip. It often happens that 
after this monarch has permitted one of his subjects to escape, 
the unfortunate falls into the hands of grip's prime minister, 
pneumonia, and for a time is under his government. Other un
lucky subjects of grip are frequently seized by members of 
grip's cabinet as bronchitis and pleurisy. The prime minister 
and members of the cabinet take great delight in giving the 
victims to death who returns them to mother earth. H. 

TWO advocates of a national flower presented their claims for * 
the Goldenrod and the Dandelion respectively, in our last 

number. 
The result of what is termed " Prang's National Flower Cam

paign " is as follows: Goldenrod received 70 per cent, of all 
votes ; Mayflower 16 per cent; 14 per cent, scattering for Daisy, 
Mountain Laurel, Dandelion, Sunflower and others. Hurrah 
for the Goldenrod! 

II 7E wish that the zeal displayed by some of our younger 
VV members of the school would spread to the higher classes. 

We are indebted to the " Juniors " for several "good things" this 
time and hope they will continue in well-doing. 

THE Philadelphia Alumni Association of the State Normal 
School are soon to publish a memorial volume of the late 

George Worman. The organization appointed for its committee 
Francis B. Lee, Nathan C. Horton and Thomas Graham, the 
recently elected president. The Thencanic Society of the Model, 
the Phi Delta Phi of the University of Pennsylvania, the State 
Schools Alumni Association, all of which Mr. IVorman was a 
member are assisting in the work. 
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SCIENCE NOTES. 

PREFATORY. 

HiNKERS of to-day realize that all advance in science has 
been effected through induction. What men know of 

nature has come by observation of nature. We can discover 
laws which govern nature only by the study of phenomena, and 
by inference. 

Whether there is much discussion upon the question or not 
this order of induction should be followed in the teaching of 
science. Some argue that the student will not doubt the 
truth of a law stated by an author any more than he will 
a law proved by the student. True; students never know 
or care, whether a law is true or not, which they have 
not seen proved, or applied. Natural science thus becomes a 
series of laborious abstractions, or a mass of statements whose 
truth is not worth doubting—something to be learned and re
cited—not to be remembered and applied. 

the greatest benefit which is derived from the stud}' of Nature 
comes through handling, seeing, hearing, and smelling. The 
office of teacher and author is to assist, direct, and test the pupil 
in his work, in arriving at conclusions, and in stating them. 
Such a mode of study creates an interest which does not die 
with the school days, and it affords a discipline which printed 
pages cannot give. 

TN England there is some experimenting upon a method of 
1 making bottles by machinery. The bottle is all made of one 
piece of glass. It this invention is a success it will do awav 
with the unhealthy parts of glass-blowing. 

APROPOS to the frequent discovery of fossils of horses with 
toes, the statement of Suetonius in his " Life of Cresar " is 

entertaining: Utebatur equo insigni, pedibus prope humanis et in 
modam digitorum ungulis Jksis." 
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U T T is interesting to note that Edison's carbon transmitter, 
1 which he placed in the hands of the Western hnion Tele

graph Company, in the early days of the telephone, and for 
which they pay him $6,000 royalty per year, is the same instru
ment used by the Bell Telephone Company to-day, who pay the 
Western Union over $400,000 royalty per year. Mr. Edison says 
it is all right, but the fact is interesting, nevertheless.''—Electric 
World. 

THE British Medical Journal says pea soup is more nutritive 
than the best meat soup, and that ought to settle it. Peas 

contain a large proportion of legumen that is a vegetable albu
men which is easily soluble in a faintly alkaline water; is not 
coagulated by heat; is easily absorbed and equal to the albu
men of eggs in its nutritiousness. 

A RECENT discussion about the height of trees in Victoria, 
Australia, brings from the government botanist the state

ment that he has seen one tree five hundred and twenty-five feet 
high. The chief inspector measured a fallen tree which was four 
hundred and eighty-five feet in length. 

A BOTANICAL garden has been established in the Alps of 
Valais at an elevation of 5,600. The plants of all the 

Alpine regions of the globe are to be gathered here. An attempt 
will be made to acclimatize the celebrated but fragile Calypso 
boreal is. 

THE Zoological Garden, of Philadelphia, is to have added to 
its collection numerous and rare specimens of North 

American reptiles. 

AT we want to know next is, how the micro-organisms 
produce special diseases. 

» ' 

THE phonograph is now so perfected that it is audible to a 
L large number of listeners. 

A GERMAN patent for a new insulating material is brought 
forward. Tell the New York electric light companies. 
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LOCAL. 

PRINCIPAL GREGORY. 

CLI ERY ISING PRINCIPAL GREGORY, of the city schools 
O of Trenton, addressed the students of the Normal School 
on the 23d of January. YV e wish our reporter could have taken 
down his remarks by short-hand, but even thus, the animation 
and earnestness of the speaker would be wanting. W e can 
meiely give the chief points of an address which was so ad
mirably suited to benefit those who listened to it. 

I he speaker told his auditors how to secure inattention in the 
school-room. No end of faults of method and practice have 
been set down in the books and rehearsed by "educators," who 
the teacher said, have come to be known as men who talk upon 
education but does not teach. The comment of the readers and 
listeners is that they, of course, would do none of these things. 
But they do just these things. 

Many teachers are satisfied with the lax attention of the 
pupils under their care; they work on at a dull pace, striving for 
nothing and getting it. And yet teachers from this class may 
have an awakening and reform. Teachers, again, secure an at
tention as for examination but this is not a desirable attenlion. 

Some reasons for failing to secure attention are as follows: 
The bad arrangement of the class; a disregard of the power of 
the eye; wasting time in collecting things; change of class; time 
lost m doing nothing; a neglect of looking at the thermometer. 

I 1 incipal Gregory cautioned his hearers against the mere hear
ing ot recitations. If hearing is all, the lesson better not be 
heard. The following of a programme in a slavish way was 
reprehended. The point was enforced by the recital of the 
remark of a high official in France who, looking at his watch, 
said to a visitor, " To show you with what regularity and sys
tem our school affairs are conducted, I can tell you' the exact 
question the teachers are asking at this moment throughout the 
city." 
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The lesson must be interesting. One way to secure inattention 
is to hear classes in rotation or to question one pupil a long time. 
The mistake of naming a pupil before the question is presented 
was noticed. Questions from books were considered bad. 
Variety was urged, dawdling condemned and all points were 
carefully elaborated and presented in a pleasing manner and 
with convincing force. \Ye hope to hear Principal Gregory again. 

IN MEMOBIAM. 
GEORGE WHIT E WORMAN. 

ENTERED into rest, upon Saturday, the twenty-fifth day of 
January, 1S90, George White Worman, only son of David 

Worman, of Frenchtown, Hunterdon County, New Jersey. 
The black-winged Angel of Death has come. After a brief 

illness from typhoid fever and resultant heart failure, (1 eorge 
White Worman, one of the most brilliant men who ever gradu
ated from the Model School, completed his brief life work. \Y ith 
sorrow is that record reviewed, that record of nobility ot purpose 
and earnestness of action. 

Graduating from the school of his native town, where he had 
shown a predilection toward journalism by the establishment ot 
a paper devoted to the interests of that institution, he entered 
Blairstown Academy, but his health failing him, he came to the 
Model School in 1884. Joining the Tliencanic Socety he did 
much to build up that organization and was one of the founders of 
THE SIGNAL, laboring with unremitting zeal for its success from 
the Autumn of 1885 to his graduation in June, 1886, when he 
completed his course with honor, but during the following winter 
he removed to Camden, and from his residence there attended 
the Law Department of the University of Pennsylvania. He was 
one of the earliest censors of Gibson Chapter, Phi Delta Phi, at 
the same time connecting himself with the Camden Courier and 
the papers of the upper Delaware Valley. Graduating from the 
University in 1888, he was, during the summer, a correspondent 
of the Philadelphia Press from Frenchtown, and during the Presi
dential campaign took an active interest in the contest, speaking 
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from the Society of Literary Workers and the Normal Debating 
Society, and a tasteful arrangement of evergreens and drapery. 
The Greek initial letter of the name of the Society which con
stitutes their emblem occupied a conspicuous position and added 
to the stage effect. 

After a brief address by the president, R. F. Marshall, the first 
part of the programme was opened with an overture by an 
orchestra, consisting of four pieces, with piano accompaniment. 
The selection and execution of the music throughout the whole 
programme wTas a matter of congratulation to the performers. 
The orchestra was followed by a declamation entitled, " Ti;e' Re
venge," (Tennyson) by G. Abeel Hall, who gave a very intelli
gent interpretation to the poem and pronounced it in his usual 
clear and forcible manner. 

It was with difficulty that the Comic O. P. R. A. Quartette 
convinced the audience that they had a diversity of talent, and 
engagement elsewhere in the programme. Their part was re
peated after much manual solicitation on the part of the audience. 
Tableaux in wax figures and statuary were given with pretty 
effect, after which Messrs. Gregory, Burgelin and Reilly rendered 
the trio, " O, Restless Sea," in excellent voice. 

The " Casket Scenes " from the Merchant of Venice were most 
creditably given. 

Although the stage appointments hardly realized the wealth 
of Belmont, the costumes had been selected with much taste and 
added greatly to the interest in the part. The appearance and 
acting of George M. Ridgwav, as "Portia," called for much favor
able comment, while the other characters were exceedingly well 
taken. 

Part second began with a selection from Flotow's opera, "Mar
tha," by the orchestra. " The Last Banquet," (Renaud) was the 
subject of a declamation most creditably given by Walter G. 
Elmer. " The Spring Song," a sextette, proved a very choice 
and pretty bit of harmony. The selection from Shakspeare's 
" Midsummer Nights' Dream " was probably the feature of the 
evening. The scenes relative to the preparation and present
ation of the play of " Pyramus and Thisbe before the Court of 
Athens" were given. In costume and reatbng the effort was 
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apparently without fault. J. IT. Buckman was a pronounced 
success in the character of "Bottom the Weaver" and " Pyramus." 
1 he griet of I hisb e ended the scene most tragically. 

1 he statuary was made very effective by the use of the Cal
cium light. " Diogenes 1 turned a comical stare upon the audi
ence when in search of an honest man. •' The Soldier, the Sailor, 
the Scholar," were posed in statuesque attitudes. " When Greek 
meet Greek, represented the well known warriors in mortal 
combat. The positions were well taken by Messrs Hunt and 
luyloi. A burlesque on "Scott's Young Lochinvar" closed the 
piogramme. Lochinvar appropriated the fair Ellen in a most 
gallant fashion, and the pair rode away on a fiery wooden horse 
so effectively as to reduce the audience to a state of tears and 
laughter. I lie parts were all well taken, and the burlesque 
made a very amusiug finale to a capital entertainment. 

1 he fhencanic Society held its half-yearly election of officers 
!' liday afternoon, lebruary 7, 1890. The following officers were 
elected for the remainder of the school year: President, James 
J. Reilly; Vice President, J. Clarence Smith; Secretary, Harry 
A. Hunt, treasurer. Knox Taylor; Censors, J. Horace Sprague 
Wm. O. Hermance, and Alfred C. Gregory. 

Almost every one in the Senior class belongs to the Society, 
and at present there are twenty-five members. The new niem-
beis are rapidly developing into good debators, and give promise 
of good material for another year. 

ADVICE TO * * * . 
(A black-board waif.) 

<' 14 OW shall I ever my Algebra get, 
I 1 Wailed a poor 'scrub' of the Normalite set. 

Get right to work at it, then you will find 
Stronger and stronger it will make your mind." 

ON Saturday evening, February first, the Philadelphia branch 
of the Alumni Association elected Thomas Graham, Model, 

'86, President of the organization; Vice President, Nathan C. 
Horton, Model. 8i. Trancis B. Lee, Model, '88, was continued 
in office as Secretary and Treasurer. 
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THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENT. 

MISS RYAN, who is always interested in the happiness of 
Normal students, on Thanksgiving afternoon requested 

that a committee of five young gentlemen be appointed by Prof. 
Scobey to cooperate with a committee of young ladies in arrang
ing an impromptu entertainment for the following evening. The 
young ladies were represented by the Misses Harriette Alden, 
Laura Whyte, Grace Gruman, Florence Hughes, Aletta De Mun, 
Mamie Dumont, Carrie B. Humphrey, and Emma Beavers. 
Messrs Harry It. Richards, J. Clarence Smith, Edmund Delaney, 
Jos. Northrop, and Robert S. Doyle formed the committee from 
the Boys' Hall. At 3 o'clock P. M. the young ladies and gentle
men assembled in the reception room at the Girls' Hall and 
divided themselves into sub-committees. It was decided to have 
singing, shadow pictures, charades, living pictures, statuary, 
readings, and a burlesque entitled, " The Solution of the Lady 
and the Tiger." 

Hard work absorbed the attention of the committees the next 
morning. Mr. Richards, who was fully alive to the exigencies of 
the occasion, directed the labor connected with the necessary 
-tage arrangements, the magnificent scenery required for the 
burlesque being devised solely through his ingenuity. Pro
grammes with excellent taste were prepared by the young ladies. 
The king's crown, which was certainly a work of art, taxed the 
skill and talent of Miss Humphrey. A grand rehearsal, threat
ening at first to be a dismal failure, was held in the afternoon, 
At last the preliminaries were fully completed. Invitations were 
sent to Principal Green, Prof. Carr, Miss Merwin, Miss Ryan, 
Miss C'arrl, Prof. Scobey and wife, and the students who re
mained at the Halls during the holiday season. The great 
feature of the evening was the burlesque, in which Miss Alden 
was the princess; Mr. Doyle, the king; Mr. Richards, the lover; 
Edmund Delaney, the spy; Miss Dumont, a friend of the prin
cess ; Jas. Northrop, the tiger. The tropical plants, singing 
birds, and the winding paths were the prominent outlines in the 
garden scene that suddenly dawned in all its grandeur upon the 
eyes of the astonished audience. In the history of dramatic art 
has ever scenery of like merit been constructed in so short a 
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time ? J be king made his appearance clad in royal robes that 
would seem to indicate that he had passed through a terrible 
financial panic; the only redeeming part of his costume was his 
crown. From the king's words it was learned that he is over
whelmed with trouble, for he suspects that one of his ambassa
dors lias presumed.to make love to his only daughter; it is her 
lather's wish that she should marry one of her own rank. As 
tlie king paces hack and forth, the spy approaches, looking meek 
as Moses. He is intrusted to watch the movements of the sus
pected ambassador, and to arrest him on a charge of high 
tieason should he detect him talking to the princess. Presentlv 
the princess, in all the magnificence of court attire, is discovered 
standing before an open window; her diamonds sparkle, and her 
whole bearing is in harmony with her exalted rank. Beside her 
is a young lady friend. Her lover draws near, makes a gallant 
bow, and indulges in the most vehement declarations of his love. 
His ardor is not restrained in the least by the princess' reference 
to her father's opposition. In the midst of an eloquent sentence 
the lover is interrupted by the sudden coming of the spy • arr est 
follows. 

The king's method of determining one's guilt is unique. At 
one end of an arena were placed two cages, covered with heavy 
curtains. One cage contained a fierce tiger; the other, a lovely 
young lady. None except the king and his daughter knew 
which one contained the tiger. The accused was to decide his 
innocence or his guilt by his own act. Should he be fortunate 
enough to choose the cage containing the lady, his innocence 
would be proclaimed, and his marriage with her would be cele
brated by demonstrations of public joy. The other choice would 
be proof of his guilt, and the tiger would be loosed to tear him 
into pieces. 

In the last scene the amphitheatre was crowded with people • 
the king and princess were seated upon the throne, and at one 
end of the arena are the cages toward which the curious gaze is 
directed. The king looks stern; the princess is apparently in a 
state of uncertainty as to whether she, when unobserved by the 
king, shall point her lover to the cage containing the tiger or to 
the cage containing her rival. She. finally makes a decision that 
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it will be better to have hitii torn into pieces by the cruel tiger 
than to have her rival to gain his hand. An attendant brings 
the lover before the throne. While the king indulges in angry 
speech in reference to the ambassador's conduct toward the prin
cess, the lover carries on a low conversation with the princess 
who points to one of the cages. Finally the king orders him to 
make his choice. Every breath in the amphitheatre is held; 
the tiger bounds upon his helpless victim, and the curtain falls. 

The buffalo robe aided materially in giving Air. Northrop the 
semblance of a real tiger, and the acting of Mr. Richards and 
Miss Alden won showers of applause from the audience. 

In the burlesque nothing was memorized, everything being 
strictly of an impromptu character. Miss Florence Hughes, the 
pianist, gained golden opinions from her auditors. In " Little 
lied Riding Hood " Mr. Northrop was the wolf. He wore his 
tiger robe; and greatly to the disgust of the wolf, some one in 
the audience remarked, " There is the tiger." At the close of 
the entertainment, Prof. Green, on behalf of the audience, 
thanked the young ladies and gentlemen for the interesting pro
gramme presented. 

THE READING- ROO M. 

WHAT room is this wherein we gather? 
Indeed, I mean just what I say; 

You think the answer short, but rather 
To tell it well would take a day. 

Well, firstly, 'tis the room for reading, 
Where boys at half past two P. M., 

With morning memories, ample feeding, 
Forget the things surrounding them ; 

And on the drapery of the paper 
That hangs before their dreamy eyes, 

Behold ideals that round them caper— 
See Oklahoma's sudden rise. 

They mourn unhappy Johnstown falling; 
Their eyes swim through Samoan seas; 

They see John Sullivan a-mauling; 
And London Times brought to her knees. 

They see New York "shut out" by Boston, 
They gauge old " Keefe's " lightning curve; 

They sadly see the game was lost on 
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A play by George that wouldn't serve. 
And knocked by " Thousand Dollar Kelley " 

^ That proved to be a " three-base hit" ! 
But all praise Eiving; for how well he 

Nailed the balls that round him lit! 
At last 'tis time to go a walking, 

And thus escape the organ's boom, 
That soon drowns out newspaper talking. 

And makes a thundering empty room. 
1 his is the room where's done debating 

After hours of play are spent, 
When sporting critics underrating. 

Commending skill of those who lent 
An interest to the campus, pertly 

Lean their chairs against the wall, 
And, with their feet crossed high, they flirt the 

Cap and let the racket fall. 
In eloquence, each loudly praises 

Model plays and High School knocks, 
Discuss the game in all its phases 

Philosophize on all the balks." 
Discussion ends; and all are busy 

Guessing scores of future games. 
But no one makes a bet till Lizzie 

Announces supper; then each blames, 
And calls the other coward bettor, 

Bravely waves his nickle kept. 
And flees so that it none can get, or 

Can well his challenge now accept. 
He's saved a soda and is merry. 

His chances would be surelv slim : 
So better hurry to strawberry," 

than bet with those who'd win from him. 
Anon, this room's the place for hiding 

\\ hen monitor s brows are wrapped in cloud ; 
When conscience's rain is pouring, chiding: 

When thunderous warnings roll so loud": 
When gas-jets gleam as lightning flashes: 

When upward gales of tearfulness 
Blow straight each spear of hair, by sashes 

Of these darkened windows, rests 
Oft times, a shivering craft that reaches 

This harbor of the evening dark, 
Floats safely in the shade of beeches 

And stands the storm without a mark. 
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This room ! Why, this is for correction. 
'Tis here young men whose carelessness 

Or mischief has not 'scaped detection 
Are convoked, loath to confess 

Their misdemeanor; now quite changeful— 
Like elves decended from their bowers, 

With innocence of spotless angels 
They seem the undefiled wall-flowers ! 

And lastly, are the prayer meetings, 
One evening in each closing week, 

When, with their solemn friendly greetings, 
Each worshiper comes slow and meek. 

They come for Christian recreation, 
Forgetting pranks and earthly care 

To realize divine relation 
In earnest study, song and prayer. 

Regret for all ungodly doings, 
Prayers for blessings on our Halls, 

And consecrations with renewings 
Have expression 'tween these walls. 

And when the hymns of praises swelling, 
Fill the room with earnestness, 

Methinks these walls enjoy the telling,— 
And sacred harmony, not less; 

For, often when the Hall is lonely, 
In reverie, I hear the song 

As sweetened echoes from the only 
Walls that played with tunes so long. 

And, when away to your summer section— 
At shore or mountain, work or rest— 

Just have this pleasant recollection : 
That why this room is best, 

Is that, when done was one year's labor, 
The week's examination passed, 

We met and bade farewell our neighbors 
In entertainment unsurpassed. 

Yet more this gathering is made tender 
By those meeting here to-night 

Whose three years have not failed to render 
Manly aid in all that's right; 

Wiio long have made life cheerful, stronger, 
Dignified the reckless boys, 

Enhanced the fun ; but, who no longer 
Will share with us our students' joys. 

Next Fall to hear their talk and laughter 
Song and prayer will be too late; 
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But, with pleasure, then and after, 
We'll speak of those who graduate. 

And may their lives be as progressive, 
Straightforward, and free from gloom. 

As they have been in their successive 
Years about this Reading Room. C E .  

NORMAL DEBATING SOCIETY. 

THIS Society is doing literary work that benefits its members 
either directly or indirectly. All respond promptly to the 

duties assigned them, and as a consequence the young men art-
laying the foundations for good public speakers. Debates both 
extemporaneous and prepared bring to the surface unexpected 
talents and floods of oratory that completely chain the attention. 
The question, " Resolved, that the World's Fair of '92 should : -
held at New York " was ably and forcibly debated. After a dis
cussion, lasting two hours, the question was decided in the nega
tive. Readings of a humorous and pathetic character have 
been well rendered by different members from time to tic 
Perhaps in the near future vocal music may form part of the 
regular programme. The officers are live men, and have the 
best interests of the Society at heart. The following gentlemen 
fill the respective offices: President, G. Hoffman Cresse; V 
President, Wm. L. Rabenort; Secretary, Andrew Scarlett N 
L. Chance, Treasurer; Executive Committee, A. J. Andersen 
Thos. G. Van Kirk, Edmund Delaney. 

STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION. 
rI~MIE State Teachers Association held its convention in Norm 
1 Chapel during the holidays, and it was particularly suc
cessful. The school work on exhibition in 1886, drew a larger 
number, but the interest in the work of the convention then • i 
not exceed that of 1889. 

By a well conceived plan more membership fees were secure", 
than ever before in the history of the Association; a substantia 
surplus being now in the hands of the treasurer. The pro
gramme of this meeting contained names of educators 
national reputation. 
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An excellent feature of the programme was the arrangement 
of work into two departments—a general department, and a 
superintendents and principals1 department. An unusually 
strong programme was prepared for each. Thus the members 
of the association had a choice between the two. 

The work of the Council of Education, which met in conjunc
tion with the general association, was of an especially interesting 
character. A report of the standing committee on pedagogics, 
read by the chairman, Nicholas Murray Butler, Ph. D., clearly 
defined the pedagogic conditions of the State, especially expos
ing the variety in the values of licenses for teachers as issued 
by the Board of Examiners in the State. 

The Council expressed a strong desire that the terms of mem
bers of the State Board of Education might be so lengthened 
that time would be given to any particular board for the work
ing out of a special policy. 

The Reading Circle meeting was of more than usual interest. 
The graduating class was larger than any in the past. The ad
dress of Dr. Merrill E. Gates, President of Rutger's College, was 
of such a character as to stimulate a taste for the fine arts. 

The teachers were accommodated at the boarding halls. In 
every respect the convention was a grand success. The mana
gers are to be heartily congratulated, 

THE time-honored custom of making Christmas presents to 
the teachers was duly observed by the students of the 

Model last year. Dr. Steves, by members of the Senior room, 
was given a handsome edition of " Keats Endymion." To Pro
fessor Scobev, by the Grammar School A, a complete set of Rus-
kins Works. To Miss Bosworth, by " Grammar B," " Prescott's 
Conquest of Mexico," and a handsome calendar. Professor 
Wright received " Knight's Half-Hours with the Best Authors." 
and an elegant calendar. Miss Reilly was the recipient of fouv 
volumes of English Literature, by Taine, china plate; cup and sau
cer, books of engravings of Eight Rivers of France, by Turner, and 
a very handsome shell pincushion. Miss Eastburn received thirty-
four presents in all, each one of which was useful and many 
quite valuable. 
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SUSIE D. YARD. 
THE It death of Miss Susie D. Yard, a former member and 

graduate of our Normal School, occurred on the 16th of 
December last at her mother's home in Jersey Citv. 

Since her graduation in 1883 she had taught in the School for 
l)(.if Mutes in this city, where her efficiency and interest in her 
work won for her an unusual record as a teacher. In a position 
where she encountered peculiar difficulties in teaching, she ex
ercised tact and ability in government, at the same time proving 
herself skillful in the use and adaptation of methods. The same 
personality that won for her many friends in her school and 
social life, lent an attractiveness to her teaching and caused her 
to exert a refining influence over those under her care. 

-Miss Yard was a member of the State Street Methodist Church 
ol this city and in this connection showed always in herself 
the cultivation of the graces of an earnest Christian. 

THE NORMAL CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMENT. 
C(>R several weeks previous to the Christmas Holidays, the 

question as to whether or not we were to have an entertain
ment, suitable to the season, was extensively agitated among the 
Normal students. As the time drew near and no preparations 
were made we began to fear that the reproductive faculty of the 
older students had been very poorly developed, for they repeat
edly assured us that there always had been an entertainment. 

Our dying hopes were somewhat revived however, when, at 
the next concert period we practiced several Christmas anthems, 
am the psychologists, among our number, reasoned that practis
ing anthems had always before preceded a Christmas entertain
ment, hence the two would tend to recur in the same order on 
t us occasion. But we were again doomed to disappointment, 
for, apparently, even these preparations had ceased. We lis
tened with ill-concealed envy to the accounts of our more 
ortunate neighbors as to their extensive preparations, and 

finally concluding that an entertainment must be out of the 
professional line, yielded to grim despair. 
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On the morning of December 20th sevenil members of the 
Faculty were presented with handsome bouquets, and our psy
chologists again assured us that this was another manifestation 
of their previously stated law ; but we had, by this time, lost all 
faith in their prophesies. Imagine then, our surprise and de
light when, after the reading of an appropriate Scripture lesson 
by our Principal, a recitation by Miss Bantle was announced. 
Miss Bantle's rendering of Milton's " Hymn to the Nativity " was 
very effective, and our surprise served to heighten our enjoy
ment. Following this came a Christmas carol, sung by the choir 
with the full school chorus, and then the exercises were brought 
to a close with a brief though most appropriate address by our 
Principal. 

Perhaps it was the surprise, perhaps the feeling that we had 
not been outdone, which helped to render the pleasing exercise 
so delightful. Certain it is, that we resumed the work of the 
day in a much pleasanter frame of mind than that in which we 
had entered upon it, and were ready to accord a hearty vote of 
thanks to all those in any way concerned with the Normal 
Christmas Entertainment. 

NE evening the children were all at games in the dining-
room when a very funny man appeared. The children all 

screamed, " Oh, mamma, here comes Mc Ginty." Mamma was 
sitting in the other room sewing and paid no attention to them, 
as she thought them only in fun. But soon there was such a 
noise that she thought they could not be in fun. She went 
into the room and all the children were screaming with fright for 
the man had his arms outstretched ready to grab little May. 
Tom had fallen down, Jack was ready to fall, Hattie was scream
ing at the top of her voice; Myrtie had run into Julia's arms for 
protection, while Bess and Fred only laughed and said, "It was 
nothing but an old broom dressed up." But the children were 
too frightened to believe that. As soon as mamma had a chance 
she quieted them, and told them to go to bed and she would tell 
them about the mysterious Mc Ginty in the morning. 

" MC GINTY." 

L. G.—lOyrs, 



THE SIGNAL. 

CHRISTMAS, 1889. 

THi pupils and teachers of the Model School assembled 011 
Friday morning, December 28th, in the auditorium, where 

they passed a very pleasant hour before departing for their re 
spective homes. 

rhe exercises were opened with singing by the school. The 
pait which the little ones took was especially entertaining, and 
most of their pieces were also instructive. The mournful tale 
of the neglected stocking and its plea for the old place at the 
fireside deeply afiected the audience. The story of the old 
woman who, by shutting herself up in a little shell, and by re
fusing to gain knowledge, grew smaller and smaller, with its 
clear moral was told in a very impressive manner by one of the 
girls in the D class. 

\Y e made the acquaintance of two boot-blacks and their 
expeiiences as given by Henry Studdiford, was extremely amus-
ing, especially as one of the boot-blacks was a black boot-black. 
Two beautiful carols were sung by the choir. The story of the 
Russian Christmas was rendered with great pathos bv Miss 
Susie Katzenbach, and showed no common ability on the part 
of the speaker. 

Ihe time passed quickly, and almost before we knew it the 
hour for dismissal had come. Having been wished a " Very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year" by our Principal. 
Professor Green, we returned to our rooms. 

MASQUERADE. 

f)N the evening of January 31st, one of the prettiest scenes 
transformed our otherwise solemn chapel into a gay and 

festive room. 
No thoughts of those dreadful bug-bears (examinations) that 

were not near, troubled the minds of those who were there, for 
this was the occasion of a masquerade given to the February 
Graduates of the Normal School, as a mark of the affection 
borne them by both friends and classmates. Many and varied 
were the maskers. Looking at one group, we, spectators were 
carried back to behold the quaint old costumes of our fore
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fathers. Scattered around we found also that characters in 
history were represented there to refresh our memories, as were 
also types of foreign countries. While admiring others we im
agined ourselves children again, gazing at our favorite fairies and 
heroines of fairyland. Here as a centre stood Cinderella. We do 
not know whether she lost her glass slipper or not; for before 
the bells tolled the hour of midnight we were peacefully dream
ing of the merry evening we had spent. 

THE Evening Journal, Jersey City, publishes a column every 
Saturday called " Our Schools and Colleges." The Normal 

School has its quota of items. We select the following notes of 
interest from those published in its issue of February 8th, viz. 

" The class graduated last year exceeded in number any preced
ing class. They, however, have all secured good positions, at 
salaries averaging $40 per month. The young men have ob
tained places paying them $50 per month. 

The school has, during the past year, taken a stride forward 
in the line of professional work. There is a pressing need of 
more room. A new building is talked of. It will be placed 
between the Normal and Model school buildings. By means of 
it, accommodations for physical culture, natural science, manual 
training, library, etc., will be secured. 

Principal Green and Piofessor Apgar were recently placed 
upon the committee of " University and School Extension." The 
"Council of Education," which held its session conjointly with 
the State Teachers Association, added to its members O. P. Steves, 
Ph. D., supervisor of the male department of the Model School, 
also E. F. Carr, of the mathematical department in the Normal 
School. Dr. Steve3 lately read a valuable paper, "A Plea for the 
Humanities, before the " Schoolmasters'Association," of Phila
delphia." 

EDITOR THE SIGNAL :— 
DEAR SIR.—Ever since my visit to the Model School, at the 

time of the Teachers' Convention, my conscience has troubled 
me. The reason for this very unusual discomposure of my con
science I attribute to TIIE SIGNAL. I feel it is my duty to be 
come a subscriber, and therefore beg to be allowed that honor. -

Would you prefer receiving the subscription in form of a 
postal order, a check, a promissory note, or a mortgage on my 
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vast estates? Hoping that you will answer this letter as con
scientiously as I have written it, and also that you have escapee 
la grippe. X remain respectfully vours, 

M.F. S. 
V e hope no "smart Aleck " will discover a destroyer for the 

microbe that produces this trouble in the conscience. We trusi 
this is not a sporadic case. May it be contagious and become 
epidemic,—[ED.] 

npiIE last meeting of the Literary Workers was devoted to the 
1 election of new officers. They are as follows: President. 
Miss J. Foss: Vice President, Miss C. Patterson; Secretary. Miss 
J. Rathbun; Corresponding Secretary, Miss N. Waite. 

PERSONAL. 
W(h)atson pours water at Doyle's table. 
Miss L. M. Hollingsworth is teaching at Caldwell, N. J. 
Miss Emma Binder is teaching very successfully at Orange. 
Miss Nellie Hughes is the youngest girl in the Hall this year. 
A colored man said, " Edward De Witt is de wit ob de Hall." 
Miss Ada Moore has moved to her new home on Hamilton Ave. 

Miss Dufford, Miss Brown and Miss Cottrell are teach in- at 
rlemington. 

Miss Maggie Schultz spent a very pleasant vacation with 
tnends in Jersey City. 

During the fall Miss Ida Aller, Model, '86, enjoyed an extend
ed tour through the West. 

Miss Carrie, M. Marshall, Model, 'S3, was married June 5th to 
Mr. Nichol, of Moorestown. 

aDJ Duckman have a brilliant(?) and deserved(?) 
reputation as fkigonometricians. 

Miss Jessie Rathbun spent the Christmas vacation at her de
lightful home in the Alleghanies. 

Miss Bessie Taylor spent Thanksgiving vacation at the de
lightful home of Miss Lillian Hart. 
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Miss Blanche Gregory entertained Miss Nettie Waite, during 
the holidays at her home in New York. 

Miss Nettie Waite is taking a special course in the Model, in
tending to enter a medical college next year. 

Miss Van Zant entertained her friend, Miss Van Kirk, Model, 
'91, at her pleasant home at Laurenceville, N. .J. 

"Alex" H. denies the statement that he called on a certain 
young lady in Trenton four times during vacation. 

Richaid S. Lull, Model, '88. has dropped his college work for 
a short time to take charge of a Cape May County school. 

W. E. Holeomb, Model, '89, was forced to cease his labor at 
I^ehigh for a period of several weeks on account of malarial fever. 

Robert Palm, Normal, '81, paid our school a short visit while 
in Trenton on business for the Mutual Insurance Co., of New 
York. 

The many friends of Miss Minnie McLaughlin will be pleased 
to learn that she is much improved in health since her arrival at 
Colorado. 

On October 9th, Miss Belle Wilson entered the sacred bonds 
of matrimony with Mr. Clarence Richardson. They are both of 
this city and ex-members of the Model. 

Fred. Stelle, McAlpin Phillips and Keppele Hall have left for 
the higher realm of college life. We trust that as " Freshmen " 
they will pull through the severe hazing. 

We are pleased to know that two of our most popular in
structors, Prof. Carr and Dr. Steves, were lately elected members 
of the New Jersey Council of Education. 

The black-board sketches seen on the Model slates, during the 
meetings of the State Association, have brought many words of 
praise to the artists, Masters Ellis, Kemp, and Farley. 

A. Howell Van Cleve, Model, '85, Lehigh, '90, was a visitor at 
chapel exercises one day recently. He made things " spin" 
while at the Model, but he is making them fairly " hum " at 
Lehigh. 
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^ On January 3d, Miss Helen B. Moore gave a small dance. 
Miss Bliss, Mr. Forman and Mr. Case, of Jersey City, and th 
Misses Skeely, of Philadelphia, besides a few of her Trenton 
friends were present. 

The Beard League ' has completed its organization. The 
motto of the league is, " The beard is the badge of manhood." 
Its three officers are: Captain, Andrew Scarlett; First Lieut.. X. 
L. Chance; Second Lieut., Robert S. Doyle. 

Miss Rosalie Schumacher, Normal, '84, made her manv friends 
here, glad by a visit. Miss Schumacher is teaching the higher 
English branches in Caldwell. She has developed a taste for 
mathematics, and acquired a marked success as an instructor in 
this important study. 

Thos. G. Van Kirk, president of the "Owl Club," appreciates 
the heavy responsibilites of his office. It is to be hoped that he 
n iH grow prematurely bald from mental anxiety7 resulting 
trom the cares of so important a trust. The " Owl Club," in full 
dress, recently held a reception in Robert S. Doyle's room. 

The Model is very sorry to lose Charles and Leon Hartpence, 
as they have attended the institution from the Primary up. 
Their many friends will be glad to hear that Charles is studying 
mechanical engineering, anticipating a course at Steven's Insti
tute, and Leon has secured an excellent position in New York 
city They have started well and THE SIGNAL wishes them 
much success. 

eveninS> February 12th, Thomas R. Graham. 
Model 86, University of Pennsylvania '91, delivered a memor
able address in Wilmington. It was upon the subject of " Ballot 
Reform, and every paper in the State of Delaware has had 
something to say about the power of the arguments and the 
forensic ability of the speaker. He was fully prepared to meet, 
and did meet the objections that have been urged against the 
Australian method. He suggested a plan to obviate the objec
tion, that illiterate negroes would be disfranchised. Men who 
cannot read will be provided with ballots having signs—a star, 
a hand, a cross—to indicate the politics of the various candi
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dates. Of course that is not the real objection, it is the nominal 
objection only. The real objection is that they will not he able 
to buy those illiterate votes, and have any assurance that " the 
goods have been delivered." Mr. Graham also showed that this 
method guaranteed the best results which can be obtained by 
free, intelligent, untrammelled, popular suffrage. Those who 
opposed the method opposed it because it makes these guaran
tees. 

IN MEMORY OF LONGFELLOW. 
[Written for THE SIGNAL by one of its youngest contributors.] 

WAS the close of a day in Autumn, 
1 The work of the laborer was done; 

And darkness like a shadow 
Comes to shut out the light of the sun. 
In his cosy library, Longfellow 
Sits in his air-castle chair; 
While the flickering light of a candle 
Falls on his snow-white hair. 

His papers lie scattered around him; 
His head on his hands he rests; 
And the pen which he was holding 
Falls and rolls down to his breast; 
'Neath which his aged heart 
Beat like a muffled drum ; 
Beating a solemn funeral march 
Onward to his tomb. 

The birds sing sweetest carols 
In the tree beside the door; 
And the river, speeding onward, 
From spring to sea doth pour. 
But the poet's tasks are over— 
His room is dark and still; 
And many years have fallen 
On his grave beneath the hill. 0. K. 

DRIFT. 

Psychology causes many a sigh. 

Did Marshall ever get his umbrella? 

The national flower will be a " daisy," anyhow. 
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Which one of our_ Professors nets as if he were full of con
densed milk /I 7 ' / > 

I lie hatciiet, known as "Gus's hatchet," has beenretm^d to 
its accustomed place. 

Lough candies are used very extensively among the youi j 
ladies and gentlemen for severe colds. 

i hough Solomon was considered the wisest man, some of our 
Model boys quite surpass him in wisdom. 

1 he scientist says an absolute vacuum cannot exist, and vet the 
' l"'c 1*ves- rough on the scientist or the dude. 

First cable car.—" Why don't you catch on ?" 
Second cable car.—" Can't; I've lost my grip." 

Pupil.—" Was Rome founded by Romeo?" 
Teacher.—" No, my child, Juliet was found dead by Romeo." 

W e learn that some ot the young gentlemen of the senior 
classes are fond ot translating German postals for the young 
ladies. 

^ < agre e \\ ith the little girl who thought " If there was not so 
muc i nonsense about it, we might include talking among the 
senses." 

F l i n t  small boy. We had a fire at our house last night." 
Second small boy.—" That so ?" 
I irst boy.—" Yes. Pa fired sister's beau."—Boston Courier. 

leacher. For what offences are the members of Congress 
not exempt from arrest ?" 

I upil. Foi treason and breach of promise." 

Piofessoi, said a graduate trying to be pathetic at parting. 
" I am indebted to you for all I know." " Pray, do not mention 
such a trifle," was the not very flattering reply.—Household. 

leacher. \ enison is deer meat. Do we ever have anv 
around here?" 

BiLht lad. Oh, yes, sometimes it's as high as thirtv cents 
a pound. 
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Singing teacher, to class.—" When I was studying music I was 
all right till I got to sharps and flats and then I was all at sea.' 

Smart hoy.—" I thought there wasn't any sharps and flats in 

the key of C." 
Pupil reads.—" Thorwaldsen was one of the greatest of mod

ern sculptors." 
Teacher.—" What is a sculptor ?" 
Pupil,—"A man who takes off skulls." 

New boy at Normal Hall.—" Hand me the butter." 
Person addressed.—" If what ?" 
New boy, who has not been taught to say, if you please. " If 

you can reach it." 
How is it that "Jim the Penman" never begins to play 

" The girl I left behind me " till the lines divide in front of the 
chapel stage. 

A word of advice: " Never go behind the scenes.' 

.John. " Oh! mamma, see it snow. I'm going to get my sled.' 
Mamma.—"But, John, it's only a snow squall; it won't last 

long." . . . „ 
John (in surprise).—"Is its mother whipping it. 

Our little friend, Phoebe, (nearly five) is left-handed. Her 
father said one day, " Phoebe, I do wish you would use your 
right hand." " Well, papa, I would," was the quick reply, " if 
it was on the other side." 

Mathematical.—There are 13 pears on one tree, 1i on another, 
and 14 on another. How many pears on all the bushes? 

A farmer had 27 chickens, 35 geese, and 16 pigs. How many 
fowls had he all together? 

Old Dr. Gray was at the dance; 
When Ethel said, with merry glance, 
" Doctor, don't you dance the lancers ?" 
" No, my dear, I lance the dancers." 

—Journal of Education. 

One of our young Model poets, following De Quincey's method, 
took opium before writing his last poem ; and the failure of his 
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friends to appreciate his production led him to believe De Quincer 
must have taken something besides opium. 

" My dear girl, I beg you will not 
^ Be gin your sentences, "Oh, say ! 

Eschew, likewise, " the soup." " Great Scott! " 
'• For slang, my love, is not au fait."—Life. 

The following birds were actually taken on the wing bv a 
.Normal graduate teacher: ' 

^'1.i>t,°iy Bruce beheaded a rebellion in Scotland." 
f1 G°Vernment)- " The Congress shall have power to SUI -

ition " ^ reSUrrectlon' and sllaB pass a uniform law of civiliz-

vlfT- Do you know that ^ pains me more than it does 
you to have to whip you?" 

toldmeteTT'n" rPa'1 didn>t know h' but no«" that you've told me, I feel better."— PhUa. Inquirer. 

" Hnw'U1 (t°. \"-'V nU ' 1Cad of class—the lesson being pbilosophv 
many kinds of force are there?" Boy. "Three sir" 

anlthenol AFMETAERN"'' B°Y' " BODIL.V force, mental'force, 
and the police force."— Christian Register. 

from11mm (t,0,fOWa:ay)--"So' T°u rascal, ran awav 
b e ll t? Y°U °Ught t0 be thrashed for leaving 
mission/' agam f01' gGtting ab°ard a 9hiP without Per-

Stowawaj. I lease sir, my sister commenced takin' mu«ic 

w~beŜ re^^irner an'1 thought tw 

I h a d a  u , U 8 i < " " s i ! -

d r k a f w o o j  1  , o i d  5 ' ° n  * b o n t ? "  " > •  
Madam " hp ,"7 '° ,h<m *• 1""1 «<-> . di.mer. ' 

his tawny face " fP ' and a look of contempt flitted across 
wife as vou'shm 11 v"' SUrpnsed that so g°od a cook and house 
you 'see7 that VoodV°<>T St' Y°,U Sh°°ld Say ' Did 

tense. I cannot work f, >r' ° Proper oni.y ln the perfect 
contaminated. Good day."0"6 uncultured for lear of being 
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A lady, strongly showing she came from the Emerald Isle, 
walked into a store and inquired of a bow-legged clerk, to see 
some cloaks. 

Clerk.—" Please walk this way, madam. 
Irish lady.—" Oh! ho! ha! ha! I could not walk that way if 

oi thried all night, begob ! " 

A teacher who had given her class a number of words to de
fine and use in sentences, had the following result: 

Teacher.—" Give me the meaning of vieager and a sentence 
using the word, John." 

John (very promptly).—" Meager means lean. Jane meagered 
against the fence." 

This case is vouched for by the afflicted teacher. 

In Retoric.—Writing poetry. First attempt. 
THE SN OW ST ORM. 

Gracefully down, silently down, 
Falls the snow on the cold frosty ground. 
Soon, with a mantle, the earth will be spread, 
White as the sheets in our Boarding Hall bed. 

Second attempt. 
GEORGE. 

George was wise, and likewise truthful, 
And, 'tis said, he never swore; 
'Cept it be on one occasion, 
When he rashly said, " Oh Lor ! " 

Teacher.—" Define awry." 
Small boy, (hesitatingly).—"Awry-a-a-awry." 
Prompter.—" Say straight." 
Teacher having called on some one else receives the answer: 

Awry means crooked. 
Returning to first boy she asks, " Now, do you know what it 

means ?" 
Boy.—" Crooked." 
Teacher. " What means crooked." 
Boy.—" Straight." 


