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'Rent7 brings East Village to campus 

Samantha Selikoff / Photo Assistant 

The cast of 'Rent' performs in six sold-out shows in five days. 
By Mackenzie Cutruzzula 
Arts & Entertainment Assistant 

TCNJ Musical Theatre 
filled the Don Evan's Black 
Box Theatre with bright 
lights, the energy of the East 
Village in the 1990s and a 

drag queen during their five-
day run of Jonathan Larson's 
Pulitzer-prize winning musi
cal "Rent." 

A small cast of 17 deliv
ered big with such an emo
tional show. Staying true to 
the Broadway production, 

TMT used the famous open-
concept stage with movable 
parts to set the scene. Using 
minimal props to their advan
tage, the cast relied on strong 
narration to keep the show 
moving and transitioning. 

"Rent" follows a diverse 

group of young people living 
in New York's East Village at 
the height of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic. Struggling film
maker Mark Cohen, played 
by junior Steve Munoz, nar
rated the show as he filmed 
the trials and tribulations of 
his friends. Munoz did an 
excellent job of keeping the 
show's pace, with his mono
logues often functioning as 
scene transitions to keep the 
audience informed while the 
set was shifting. 

"Being really into English 
made me like having a narrator 
who is also a part of the show," 
said Munoz, a junior English 
and secondary education dou
ble major. "What (Mark) sees, 
the audience sees, and that's re
ally different." 

Mark films his friends as 
they prepare to protest the 
plans of their former friend 
and current landlord Benny, 
played by senior Adam Zier-
ing, to tear down their lot in 
hopes of starting a 'CyberStu
dio.' Maureen Johnson leads 
the protest with her perfor
mance of "Over the Moon," 
an over-the-top monologue 
originally performed by Idina 

see RENT page 13 

' Mulaney' co-stars make crowd roar 
By Kimberly Ilkowski 
Review Editor 

Comedian Seaton Smith saw a crack-
head pick up a rat and smack a woman in 
the face with it. 

"I saw that with my Christian eyes. I 
saw a woman get rat-smacked," Smith 
said as he began his lurid tale of an un
likely encounter in Washington, D.C. 

So began the College Union Board's 
fall comedy show, featuring the explo
sive personality of opener Smith and 
self-deprecating humor of longtime "Sat
urday Night Live" writer John Mulaney 
in Kendall Hall on Saturday, Nov. 22. 

Smith went on to explain the origins of 
the rodent based brawl — a crackhead was 
holding a giant rat and upon seeing this, a 
woman told the man it was disgusting. 

"I saw the crackhead pick up the rat 
and start swingin'. Let me back up, I don't 
actually know if he was a crackhead, at 
this point, I just hope," Smith said. "I 
hope there's no man skipping doing crack 
and going right to swinging rats." 

When Smith admitted he didn't try 
to stop this confrontation, he simply 
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Smith and Mulaney, co-stars on Fox's 'Mulaney,' crack jokes at this 
semester's comedy show, sponsored by CUB. 
explained the silent agreement between 
everyone living in a major city. 

"If you live in any city there's a uni
versal rule — when you see a mad man 
swinging a rat over his head, that guy 
needs some space," Smith said. 

Smith, who co-stars with Mulaney on 
the recent Fox television sitcom "Mu
laney," brought a bold energy to the 

stage, tackling hard-hitting and taboo 
topics with confidence. 

The D.C .-based comedian discussed 
various topics in politics and his confu
sion with black politicians dating white 
Republicans. Before long, Smith recog
nized some audience members were not 

see MULANEY page 14 

Field hockey 
wins national 
championship 
By Otto Gomez 
Staff Writer 

The Lions field hockey team was crowned 
as the NCAA Division III Champions with 
a decisive 2-0 victory over last year's win
ner, Bowdoin College, in the championship 
game of the tournament in Lexington, Va., 
on Sunday, Nov. 23. 

The Lions finished their fantastic sea
son with a 23-1 record and ended with a 
15-game winning streak to capture the pro
gram's 11th national championship, nine of 
them belonging to the NJAC coach of the 
year, Sharon Pfluger. 

see NATIONALS page 22 
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The team beats Bowdoin for the title. 

Putting an end to 
sexual violence 
By Dan Hitchen 
Correspondent 

From the start of her lecture, success
ful activist, writer and educator Stephanie 
Gilmore made sure to give credit to college 
students around the country for spearhead
ing the movement against sexual violence 
on campuses. 

The talk, sponsored by the Women's Cen
ter, took place on Tuesday, Nov. 18, in the Li
brary Auditorium. 

Gilmore unabashedly spoke to students on 
issues of sexual violence in various areas of 
our lives and culture — in sports, in college 
and in our own homes. 

It's an issue, she said, that has been on 
activists' radars since the '70s, but its signifi-
ance and relevance have not yet diminished. 

She backed her statement up with count
less modem day instances, demonstrating 

see GILMORE page 3 
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Workshop educates students about gender 
Sexual sensitivity training lacking classroom 
By Amy Reynolds 
Former Editor-in-Chief 

The secondary education 
track at the College prepares 
future educators for the class
room in many ways, according 
to senior English and secondary 
education double major Blaire 
Deziel. But when it comes to 
sexuality sensitivity training, 
the School of Education is in 
need of an overhaul. 

"I had noticed that, at least in 
the secondary education track, 
we had a lot of racial sensitivity 
training, but we don't get any 
gender or sexuality sensitiv
ity training," Deziel said. "The 
School of Education is severely 
lacking in this." 

About a year ago, Deziel 
reached out to Jeff Passe, dean 
of the School of Education, to 
try to incorporate LGBTQ train
ing into the classrooms, but 
nothing ever really came of it, 
she said. She then reached out to 
PRISM, which had the means to 
educate people on sex and gen
der issues. 

Megan Osika, president of 
PRISM and senior English, sec
ondary education and women's 

Amy Reynolds / Former Editor-in-Chief 

Students learn about sexuality at the 'Sexual and Gender Identities Every Educator Should Know workshop. 

and gender studies triple major, 
also thought there was a lack of 
awareness about sex and gender 
issues being raised in classes 
for education majors. So she, 
along with other students and 
faculty members, organized the 
"Sexual and Gender Identities 
Every Educator Should Know" 
workshop, which wrapped up 
its fourth two-hour session on 
Thursday, Nov. 20. 

"A lot of people come here 
with questions, and it allows 
them to have a face-to-face con
versation in a really welcoming, 

discussion-type format," Osika 
said. "It's a pretty transforma
tive learning opportunity." 

The questions, Osika said, 
can vary. The difference be
tween sex and gender, why 
teachers shouldn't be lining kids 
up as boys and girls and how 
to address homophobia in the 
classroom are a few examples of 
the questions many future edu
cators have. 

David Sanchez, a junior Eng
lish, secondary education and 
women's and gender studies 
triple major, said the workshop 

allows participants to gain an 
understanding of how to start 
conversations about sexual and 
gender identities. 

"I feel like, a lot of times, 
we're not provided with the 
training that we need in order to 
engage our students with difficult 
conversations about sexuality, 
about gender identity," Sanchez 
said. "And a lot of times, it's be
cause it's very stigmatized." 

Current faculty need addi
tional resources, too, according 
to Osika. 

"This isn't just an issue for 

future educators or current 
teachers, this is an issue for our 
own faculty too. They need this 
information and they need train
ing," she said. 

So far, the workshop has ed
ucated about 200 students, but 
there's still a lot of work that 
needs to be done, Osika said. 

"My aspirations are that, one 
day, we won't need a compre
hensive workshop," Osika said. 
"I'm hoping we will be able to 
put this into the classes, and 
people won't have to see this as 
something extra." 

WILL h osts an nual 'Redefining Sex W eek' 
Events spur discourse on gender; sexuality 

By Nicole DeStefano 
Correspondent 

Sex can be considered a taboo topic of discussion 
that often goes ignored or completely avoided. Hoping 
to alter this conception, the College did its best to draw 
attention to the subject in a more positive light. 

The Women in Learning and Leadership Program 
(WILL) hosted its annual "Redefining Sex Week" from 
Monday, Nov. 17, through Friday, Nov. 21, with the in
tentions of creating conversations about topics regard
ing sex. 

At the College, the WILL program strives to stimu
late a more profound understanding of gender and its 
relationships with race, sexuality and culture. WILL 
hopes to not only strengthen an individual's under
standing of these topics, but compels them to posi
tively impact the local and global community through 
community-engaged learning projects, according to the 
WILL website. 

The week started off with "Condoms, Contracep
tives and Plan B: The Need to Know Information," 

which was an open Q&A with Planned Parenthood rep
resentatives concerning a healthy sex life. 

WILL also covered how culture and social media 
strongly influence sexuality. "InterSEXtionality" was a 
discussion panel on cultural influences that focused on 
the term "intersectionality." 

"Texting, Twerking & Tindering" was a discus
sion panel held by WILL senior Meagan Loo that 
discussed the ties between social media and sexual
ity. Then, on Friday, Nov. 21, WILL showed a movie 
called "Miss Representation." 

"Miss Representation" explores how the mainstream 
media contributes to the underrepresentation of women 
in influential positions by displaying negative or poor 
portrayals of women. The film's motto, "You cannot be 
what you cannot see," asserts that young women need 
positive role models. 

'"Miss Representation' was very provoking, and I 
would definitely recommend other young, ambitious 
women to see it," sophomdre accounting major Saman-
tha Burns said. 

WILL also brought in Stephanie Gilmore, a scholar 

and editor of the Committee on LGBT History, Femi
nist Studies, and The Feminist Wire to address sexu
al violence and rape culture on college campuses in 
America, a very prominent issue. She discussed topics 
including consent and Title IX policies. 

Men were also encouraged to participate in WILL'S 

Redefining Sex Week with an event on Thursday called 
"#HeForSheTCNJ." HeForShe encourages men to 
stand up in addressing inequalities and discrimination 
faced by women and girls. 

Two other events were the "Virginity Diaries" and 
the "Pleasure Party: Do Something Different For Her." 

The "Virginity Diaries" was led by a student panel 
that discussed virginity and the many questions revolv
ing around it, while the "Pleasure Party" was a quite 
literal sex toy party and a night replete with positive 
sex attitudes. 

Lastly, PRISM brought asexuality speaker David 
Jay, founder of the Asexuality Visibility and Education 
Network, to the College. Jay has built public awareness 
toward asexuality and strives to give asexual people a 
safe space for self-exploration. 

Office of Recreation considering exercise class fees 
By Sydney Shaw 
Opinions Editor 

Director of Recreation Robert Simels 
opened the Student Govern
ment general body meeting 
on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
with a proposition. 

"The Office of Recre
ation is looking into charg
ing a $25 flat-rate fee per 
semester to participate 
in group classes in the Travers/Wolfe 
lounge," Simels said. 

If the fee were to be implemented in 

JS» 
Student Government 

the future, the revenue it generates would 
serve to partially fund costs for equip
ment and instructors. 

Later in the meeting, Carly Bergstein, 
the Program Director of 
The Andrew McDonough 
B+ Foundation, thanked 
the College for donations 
to her organization. The 
Andrew McDonough B+ 
Foundation conducts re
search to find cures for 

childhood cancer and to find less harsh 
treatments. It also financially assists fam
ilies in need. 

The College is scheduled to partici
pate in TCNJam at the end of January. 
Comparable to Penn State's Thon, the 
event will support The Andrew Mc
Donough B+ Foundation. It aims to 
spread the message "Live Like Andrew," 
meaning to set goals, strive to be your 
best, show affection and be comfortable 
with yourself. 

Afterward, Vice President of Admin
istration and Finance Kyle Holland en
couraged students to eat at Chipotle for 
a fundraiser on Monday, Nov. 24, from 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m, during which 15 percent of 
proceeds went to Student Government. 

Vice President of Equity and Dive 
sity Javier Nicasio reminded students 
attend PRISM's World AIDS Day Vig 
co-sponsored by Student Governmei 
on Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m. on the Sund: 
Lawn. World AIDS Day is an opportuni 
for individuals worldwide to unite in t 
fight against HIV, show their support f 
those living with the virus and rememt 
the people who have died. 

Before the meeting concluded, t 
Freshman Class Council announced tl 
it is working toward creating a Fres 
man Formal tentatively scheduled to ta 
place in February. 
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Habitat for Humanity welcomes those 
with this information?"' Chen said. 

According to Chen, many people think 
that WGS involves putting issues like so
cial justice and gender inequality into 
a scholarly context — but it goes much 
deeper than that. 

Chen worked with Cecila Colbeth, the 
WGS program coordinator, to put this event 
in motion and expand the resources avail
able to students preparing for the work field. 

'ho want to help the community. 
"When people say 'women's and gen

der studies,' they think, 'Whoo, feminism.' 
But it's actually so much more," Chen said. 
"All the negative '-isms' that are out there 
end up being tied into this, and that ends up 
leading to a lot of opportunities to expand 
your knowledge and to engage in critical de
bate, and also to just get involved." 

Allowing these organizations to present 
their work and opportunities to students 

explore their WGS majors 
By Gabriela Rey 
Correspondent 

For the first time at the College, a wom
en's and gender studies opportunities fair 
was held where students sought potential 
work opportunities provided by local activ
ist and community-outreach organizations. 

Various groups from Trenton attended 
the fair, including Life Ties, Out in Jer
sey, Planned Parenthood, Habitat for Hu
manity, Womanspace, Kidsbridge, Center 
for Community Engaged Learning & Re
search and Trenton Area Soup Kitchen on 
Friday, Nov. 21. 

The fair, run by senior women's, and 
gender studies and English double major 
Amy Chen, attracted students with WGS 
majors, minors and anyone with a general 
interest in these studies in order to broaden 
their opportunities for internships and vol
unteer openings. 

"I think that a question a lot of people 
have after (learning about what a WGS 
major entials) is, 'OK, so now I know what 
this is, but how can I really do anything 

future job options 
was a way for Chen to illustrate the differ
ent routes someone can take with the major 
and show that students don't have to settle 
within the cliches. 

Senior WGS and math double major 
Danielle Murphy came to scope out the fair, 
hoping to find a few opportunities of interest. 

"I am trying to see what my options are 
with both my majors, but the fair was mostly 
volunteer and internships, and I was looking 
more for jobs," Murphy said. "It was defi
nitely geared more toward underclassmen." 

In general, the opportunities fair was a 
successful first step in guiding students to
ward a wide range of opportunities within 
the area, but as Murphy pointed out, there 
are some areas that can be approved upon 
for the next time the fair is held. 

"Some people might be interested in 
pursuing this as a career or just on the side 
as being involved or starting a non-profit," 
Chen said. "Others might want to volunteer 
their time, but they might not know where 
to start. They might not know the resources 
that are out there, so we're hoping to give 
students some resources into that." 

Gilmore / An open discussion on sexual assualt 

The Rice case is a recent example of how Ameri
ca's rape culture influences assualt cases. 

continued from page 1 

how rape culture has pervaded college campuses. 
"We've really started to see this proliferation of rape 

culture coming into public conversation, especally around 
sexual violence after the assault at Duke," Gilmore said, re
garding the 2006 trial in which three lacrosse players were 
wrongly accused of raping a woman. The charges were ul
timately dismissed. 

She continued to cite other examples of rape culture that 
the country has seen in recent years, such as the Ben Roeth-
lisberger and the Ray Rice cases. The Rice case;happened this 
past year, and "one commentator suggested that the lesson 
to be learned was to next time take the stairs," after Rice as
saulted his wife in an elevator, according to Gilmore. 

One of the issues that Gilmore brought up — a letter sent 
out to Georgia Tech pledges titled "Luring Your Rapebait" — 
especially hit a chord with one audience member, Kat Wan, a 
freshman biomedical engineering major. The letter explained 
demeaning ways that men could pick up women at parties. 

"I don't know if it was surprising or not," Wan said. "I just 
think its sad that someone would put their entire future at risk 
just to promote something like rape culture to other pledges." 

It's these kinds of cases that Gilmore said create a culture 
where rape and sexual violence are seen as facts of life, things 
that can't be avoided. 

"I think we should stay aware of our surroundings," Wan 
said." I don't think we should be complacent with accepting 
that things just are going to happen. We shouldn't get com
fortable with the idea that sexual violence is just a part of life." 

Gilmore acknowledged that there are college students 
who reject the promotion or acceptance of r ape culture as a 
part of life. 

Gilmore referred to a protest at Dickinson College that 
occurred in 2011 as a prime example of students who she 
believes are leading the movement against sexual violence 
in college. 

"These students were standing outside of the admissions 
office, and not only were the Board of Trustees on campus, 
but new students and their parents were, too, and here are stu
dents chanting about sexual violence," Gilmore said. "That 
was pretty clever." 

It's these types of students who Gilmore trusts with keep
ing alive the movement for which she gave up her job as a 
college professor — a movement she wants as many people 
to be as passionate about as she is. 

Still, for Gilmore, her most important job remains listen
ing to and working with college students on issues small 
and large. 

"I think it is incredibly important that we think about, talk 
about and do the work of activism — as difficult as it can be 
and as hard as it often is for us," she said. 

CUB allocated $50,680 for spring comedy show 
By Jonathan Edmondson 
Arts A Entertainment Editor 

The Student Finance Board 
meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
featured a variety of requests, 
including one new club and 
three large events 
from The College 
Union Board. 

CUB first pre
sented for their 
overnight bus 
trip to Boston, 
Mass. Having successfully run 
similar trips, CUB now plans to 
bring students on a tour of Fen
way Park and allot time to ex
plore Harvard Square for shop
ping and dining. 

The event, which was allo
cated funds of $2,926, is sched
uled to take place on Saturday, 
April 11, and Sunday, April 12. 

The next event proposed 
was the 2015 Welcome Back 
Lecture, which CUB also holds 
every year. Top choices for next 
semesters lecture include T.J. 

Miller, the voice of Fred from 
"Big Hero 6," Josh Radnor 
from "How I Met Your Mother" 
and Josh Hodgeman of "The 
Daily Show with Jon Stewart." 

The event, which is sched
uled to take place sometime 

between Tues
day, Jan. 27, 
and Thursday, 
Jan. 29, was al
located funds 
of $28,598. 

The last 
event proposed was the Spring 
Comedy Show. CUB hopes to 
get its first choice Adam DeVine, 
who created and stars in Come
dy Central series "Workaholics" 
and is also known for starring 
in "Pitch Perfect." Other op
tions include American comedy 
troupe The Tenderloins and ac
tor Nick Kroll. 

The event, which will take 
place sometime next semester, 
was allocated funds of $50,680. 

Student Government also 
presented for Finals Fest, which 

they have hosted in the past. 
This year, SG hopes to include 
BodyZen Massage Therapy and 
free pizza and smoothies. 

The event was partially 
funded an amount of $7,220 
and is scheduled to take place 
during the week of finals. 

The Black Student Union 
also proposed for two events. 
The first was the Sankofa Ball, 
which will serve as a closing 
ceremony and final event for 
Black History Month. The event 
was partially funded an amount 
of $865 and is scheduled to take 
place in the Brower Student 
Center on Saturday, Feb. 28. 

The second event that the 
BSU proposed for was Pride 
Rock Fashion Show, which 
aims to bring attention to Af
rican inspired fashion designs. 
The event was tabled. 

The Indian Student Associa
tion was the last to propose for 
its Coffeehouse, which will host 
performances from acts like Jiva 
and Taiko while serving coffee 

DeVine is CUB's top choice for next semester's spring 
comedy show. He created and stars in 'Workaholics.' 
and traditional Indian desserts. 
The event was allocated funds 
of $500 and will take place 
sometime in December. 

Finally, the Association of 

Students for Africa, which aims 
to increase awareness about Af
rican culture and diversity at the 
College, was picked up as an 
SAF-funded club. 
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Celebrating International Education Week 
Gaining global perspectives through food and fairs 
By Mylin Batipps 
News Assistant 

Students at the College re
ceived a small sample of cul
tures from around the world 
during this year's International 
Education Week, taking place 
from Monday, Nov. 17, through 
Friday, Nov .21. 

Hosted by the Center for Glob
al Engagement and the Depart
ment of Residential Education and 
Housing, International Education 
Week provided multiple oppor
tunities for students to gain per
spectives on things happening not 
just in front of their eyes, but also 
globally. Through study abroad 
fairs, sit-down opportunities with 
international students and an 
exotic-themed lunch in Eickhoff 
Dining Hall, students were able to 
learn about world cultures, tradi
tions and lifestyles and compare 
those to their own. 

In previous years, the Col
lege only recognized Interna
tional Education Week through 
Trip Around the World — a 
student-run cultural festival in 
which students enjoyed food 
samples and performances from 
international clubs like the 
Asian American Association, 
Italian Club and Hellenic So
ciety. However, this year. Trip 
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Students catch a glimpse of studying abroad during International Education Week. 

Around the World was a small 
component of the week-long 
celebration at the College. 

"This year, the office wanted 
to highlight more events that 
were happening around the cam
pus to celebrate international
ization," International Student 
Advisor Joanne Bateup said. 
"Every week for our office is In
ternational Education Week, but 
elevating the visibility of these 
events and registering them with 
the Department of State as of
ficial International Education 
Week events allows us to gain 
more recognition for what TCNJ 
students, faculty and staff are do
ing to 'go global.'" 

Students were able to gain 
some of those perspectives 
through Education Around the 
World, a student panel ran by 
Hannah Pawlak, senior special 
education and English major and 
president of the Student New 
Jersey Education Association. 
The panel exposed students to 
various similarities and differ
ences of international education 
systems. Although it was tar
geted toward education majors, 
anyone interested in comparative 
education were welcomed to the 
panel discussion. 

"The key points that were dis
cussed were classroom norms and 
expectations, assessments and 

homework, instructor norms and 
expectations, sequencing, and 
amount of time spent on studies," 
Bateup said. 

The Center for Global Engage
ment also emphasized the impor
tance of studying abroad during 
International Education Week. In 
addition to a student panel dedi
cated to the discussion of studying 
abroad, an information table was 
set up in the Brower Student Cen
ter on Wednesday, Nov. 19 and 
Friday, Nov. 21. 

Senior business major Neel 
Desai exposed students to eight 
different faculty-led programs 
for the approaching winter, 
spring and summer semesters. 

The programs include a trip to 
Madrid, Cornwall, Greece, Tur
key and Harlaxton. According 
to Desai, opportunities snow
ball from studying abroad. 

"Just going abroad I got an 
internship opportunity," Desai 
said. "I never thought about 
that happening." 

Desai added that by going 
abroad, students change their per
ception of themselves and people 
around them for the better. 

"You just learn so much about 
yourself, about other people and 
about other cultures, and it's an 
experience that you'll never un
derstand until you go abroad," he 
said. "And when you come back, 
you see the world in a whole dif
ferent way." 

Students realize there is so 
much diversity in the College to 
appreciate from celebrating Inter
national Education Week, accord
ing to Bateup. 

"Internationalization is not 
only outside of the College, but 
also within our campus," she 
said. "International Education 
Week allows the global nomads 
and internationals in our commu
nity the opportunity to showcase 
what they have to offer and al
lows everyone to learn from the 
diverse perspectives that create 
our campus." 

Trip around the world 
By Matt Flynn 
Correspondent 

Loud, eclectic music em
anated through the Brower 
Student Center for the Col
lege's 'Trip Around the 
World," a culture-oriented 
event showcasing diverse 
flavors from several differ
ent civilizations, on Thurs
day, Nov. 20. 

Students lined up to view 
posterboard presentations 
about each group's country, 
complete with little, colorful 
facts spread across the white 
canvasses to educate people 
more about world cultures. 

But the students at the 
event, sponsored by the 
Center for Global Engage
ment, had a different agenda. 

"I'm just here for the 
different kinds of food," 

junior business major Brian 
Dragotto said. "I think that's 
what everyone's here for." 

He may not be wrong, 
either. Many students ad
mittedly described their 
desire for other options 
than the school's limited 
dining arrangements. 

This was evidenced by 
the different levels of atten
tion paid to presentations 
that included ethnic foods 
rather than those delivering 
bare information. 

The upstairs balcony 
of the Student Center was 
loaded with students in line 
for Chinese Chai Tea or pas
tries. while the downstairs 
main floor was empty, ex
cluding sign-ups for a raffle 
that was being run. 

Compelling, though, was 
the amount of students front 

the International House who 
attended the event. Students 
in the house had come from 
all over, including several 
from England and Australia 
— a diverse assortment of 
nationalities for a school as 
small as the College. 

Posters detailed the I-
House. China, Denmark, 
the Anthropology Club, 
Spain, Italy and others. The 
use of music added to the 
ambiance of the packed 
event, with Antonio Carlos 
Jobim's "Wave" bellowing 
and echoing throughout the 
wide-open Student Center. 

"It's great to see a bunch 
of students together to ex
perience something that 
makes everyone more cul
turally aware," sophomore 
journalism major Craig Di-
etel said. 

Graduate Studies 

TCNJ I Leads the Way 
It's your move. 

Register for our 
Graduate Open House! 
January 15th 

Find out more by visiting 
www.tcnj.edu/ tcnjgrad 
Or call 609.771.2300 

TCNJTHEC0LLEGE0F 
NEW JERSEY 
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N a t i o n  &  W a r l d  
Family members unsure of teenagers' deaths 
Rr TiinHflPP Kpllnpr o:„ i • _i 11 ^»rir .i . < < .• By Candace Kellner 
Staff Writer 

India's Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) have 
been loo king into the suspicious deaths of two teenage 
girls that w ere hanging from a tree. Police had initially 
suspected t hat the two cousins, aged 14 and 16, were 
raped and murdered. However, a government investiga
tion has concluded that they took their own lives. 

CAW reported that the CBI did not know the motives 
behind the suicides, but suggested that one of the girls had 
been in great distress after her family pressured her about 
a relationship with a man from another caste. 

"Her family didn't approve of this, and she was under 
pressure," a top-level official, who declined to give their 
name, told CNN. "Being an immature girl living in a very 
conservative part of India, it must have been hard for her." 

The families of the victims were outraged by the CBI 
report. Virender Siakia, the brother of one of the victims, 
told CNN that the report was "completely wrong" and 
said the fa milies would continue to seek justice for their 
beloved girls. 

Siakia also told CNN that he believes the CBI report 
was politically motivated. 

"How can they climb 12 feet up a tree without a chair 
or ladder to help them?" he told CNN. "This is all about 
caste, we think the CBI is under political pressure." 

According to CNN, the initial autopsy report con
firmed that the two girls had been raped and strangled. 
As a result, the girls' families filed a complaint against a 
group of suspected men, accusing them of rape and mur
der. However, federal investigators commissioned foren
sic reports later into the investigation that said the girls 
were not raped, and they dropped the charges against the 
five accused men. 

When questioned about the discrepancy between the 
initial autopsy and conflicting forensic reports, a top-level 
CBI official said that the investigators involved in the first 
autopsy were not experts and had made an incorrect de
duction about the cause of death. 

The cousins' death is not the first case of gang brutal
ity toward women in India. In December 2012, a girl was 
gang raped on a public bus in New Delhi. That incident 
sparked an outcry among women and activists who urged 

CBI spokeswoman Kanchan Prasad speaks to 
journalists about the two possible suicides. 
the government to ensure the safety of girls and women 
throughout India. 

Mayawati Kumari, a well-known female politician 
from the state where the girls lived, is skeptical about the 
CBI report's accuracy, and she announced that she be
lieves the investigation was conducted "in haste." 

US Secretary of Defense removed by Obama 

Former Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel announces his resignation at the 
White House in front of President Obama and Vice President Biden. 
By Roman Orsini Senate last February, and his departure 
Staff Writer comes after a Republican surge in this 

year's midterm elections. 
A highly decorated Vietnam veteran, 

private sector manager and Republi
can senator from Nebraska, Hagel was 

According to the New York Times, De
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel resigned 
his post under pressure from President 
Obama due to disagreements he had with 
the administration while running the De
partment of Defense on Monday, Nov. 
24. Hagel was narrowly confirmed by the 

largely chosen by the administration to 
manage an array of budget cuts and pol
icy changes the DOD would face. Yet a 
series of international crises during his 

tenure, particularly the rise of the Islamic 
State, produced sharp disagreements with 
Obama, culminating in Hagel's removal. 

The discord became public in Octo
ber when White House officials leaked 
the fact that Hagel had written a memo to 
National Security Advisor Susan Rice in 
which he denounced the administration's 
policy on Syria, according to the Wash
ington Post. Prior to the memo, Obama 
appointed General John Allen as his en
voy responsible for forming a coalition to 
combat ISIS, circumventing Hagel's posi
tion as defense secretary. 

Political considerations by Obama to al
ter his national security team, in response 
to the now Republican-led Congress, also 
factored into Hagel's removal. Republi
cans have become increasingly critical of 
the administration's handling of the Syr
ian War and ISIS and are demanding more 
aggressive measures to counter them. 
Hagel's managerial talents would prove 
insufficient for dealing with escalating 
conflicts abroad, particularly in a way that 

satisfies a more hawkish Congress. 
An anonymous administration official, 

quoted by the New York Times, described 
Obama's calculation by saying, "(the Pres
ident is) too close to Susan Rice, and John 
Kerry (Secretary of State) is in the middle 
of Iran negotiations ... So he went for the 
low-hanging fruit." 

Hagel was never fully embraced by 
Obama's national security team and was 
often silent during its meetings. Because 
of his conflicting view on the role of the 
military in dealing with Syria, Obama of
ten preferred to consult with Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs Martin Dempsey instead, 
according to the New York T imes. 

Hagel's resignation will usher in the 
fourth defense secretary for the adminis
tration, though it is unknown who will suc
ceed him. The decision was made, in part 
to reduce conflict with Congress, yet is still 
receiving some rebuke. 

"When the president goes through three 
secretaries, he should ask, 'Is it them, or is it 
me?"' Rep. Howard McKeon (R-CA) said. 

Around the World: China 

Police arrest 40 pro-democracy protesters in Hong Kong 
HONG KONG (AP) — Pro-democracy protesters 

clashed with police early Monday as they tried to surround 
Hong K ong government headquarters, stepping up their 
movement for genuine democratic reforms after camping 
out on the city's streets for more than two months. 

Repeating scenes that have become familiar since the 
movement b egan in late September, protesters carrying 
umbrellas — which have become symbols of the pro-de
mocracy m ovement — battled police armed with pepper 
spray, batons and riot shields. 

After student leaders told a big crowd rallying Sunday eve
ning at the main protest site outside government headquarters 
that they would escalate their campaign, hundreds of protesters 
pushed past police lines on the other side of the complex from 
the protest site. They blocked traffic on a main road, but were 
stopped by police barric ades from going down a side road to 
Chief Executive Leung Chun-Ying's office. 

The protesters, many wearing surgical masks, hard 
hats and safety goggles and chanting "I want true de
mocracy," said they wanted to occupy the road to pre-
vent Leung a nd other government officials from getting 
to work in th e morning. 

At one point, police charged the crowd, aggressively 
pushing demonstrators back with pepper spray and batons, 
after some protesters started pelting them with water bottles 
and other objects. They later fell back, letting demonstrators 
re-occupy the road. 

Police Senior Superintendent Tsui Wai-hung said 40 
protesters had been arrested, adding that authorities would 

Police officers throw a pro-democracy protester on 
the main road outside government headquarters. 
not let the road, a major thoroughfare, remain blocked. 

"We will open up this road," he told reporters. 
Protesters said they were taking action to force a re

sponse from Hong Kong's government, which has made 
little effort to address their demands that it scrap a plan 
by China's Communist leaders to use a panel of Beijing-
friendly elites to screen candidates for Hong Kong's leader 
in inaugural 2017 elections. 

"The action was aimed at paralyzing the government's 
operation," said Alex Chow, secretary general of the 
Hong Kong Federation of Students. "The government 

has been stalling ... and we believe we need to focus 
pressure on the government headquarters, the symbol of 
the government's power." 

The federation is one of two students groups that have 
played important roles in organizing the protest movement 
in the former British colony. 

"I really want to have real elections for Hong Kong 
because 1 do n't want the Chinese government to control 
us, our minds, anything," said protester Ernie Kwok, 21, a 
maintenance worker and part-time student. 

Authorities last week used an aggressive operation to 
clear out the protest camp on the busy streets of Hong 
Kong's crowded Mong Kok district, one of three protest 
zones around the semiautonomous city. 

In Britain, a lawmakers' committee said the Chinese 
Embassy had warned that its members would be refused 
entry if they tried to go ahead with a visit to Hong Kong 
as part of an inquiry into the city's relations with the U.K. 
since the handover of sovereignty to China in 1997. 

Richard Ottaway, chairman of Parliament's committee on 
foreign affairs, said the Chinese authorities were acting in an 
"overtly confrontational manner." He said he would seek an 
emergency parliamentary debate on the development. 

The Foreign Office called the Chinese message to the 
lawmakers "regrettable" and said it has expressed its posi
tion to the Chinese side "at the most senior levels."Essebsi 
told the cheering crowds that youth is a "state of mind" and 
that Tunisians will decide if he is fit enough to take the helm 
of the nation. 
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Editorial 
College needs to 

improve resources 
for welcoming 

transfer students 
As a transfer student, I was given multiple points of view about 

what my exp erience would be like the summer before my big move 
from the U niversity of Maryland to the College. 1 heard over and 
over again that I would feel like a freshman again. However with 
no Welcome Week or roommate survey, the experience was far from 
what I exp ected. 

I spent m y summer on the housing wait list hoping for a spot on 
campus debating if I should look off campus. Just two weeks before 
school started, I was finally given a spot. But I had to continuously 
call Re sidential Education and Housing in order to check my spot 
on the waitlist, and the added stress was not a welcome part of my 
transition. When I was finally given a room, I was given little infor
mation as to when I would move in or how to find my roommate. 

Unlike freshmen, transfers don't participate in Welcome Week. 
We are given one day of orientation that is filled with rushed in
formation and little time to get to know our fellow transfers. We 
arrive on campus knowing few people and don't have many oppor
tunities to meet other students. It is our responsibility to find clubs 
and teams that interest us on our own. The Activities Fair does not 
happen until about the third week of school, leaving transfers lost 
and alone for that time. 

Features Assistant at The Signal Chelsea LoCascio is also a 
transfer student, having finished her first semester at Pennsylvania 
State University. Although she transfered as a freshman, she found 
her experience to be just as confusing and unwelcoming. 

"As much as TCNJ tried to make the transition easier, it was still 
really tough," LoCascio said. "We had one orientation day where 
most students had their associate's degree, and I had a hard time 
relating to them. It took a long time to adjust to certain terms that 
everyone used like 'the Stud,' and it took me entirely too long to 
understand what 'meal equiv' was." 

The College needs to implement more programs for transfers 
to get more acquainted with the school before getting to campus. 
Spending a summer stressed and in the dark is no way to begin a 
transition. Transfers should be given the same help that freshmen 
are given, such as guaranteed housing and Welcome Week. 

Although my first month was a difficult transition, once I got my 
bearings straight, I have been able to fully enjoy my experience at 
the College. Getting involved with multiple clubs has been a great 
way to meet people, and the professors have been welcoming and 
helpful. I only wish that I could have enjoyed my experience sooner. 
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Unlike incoming freshmen, students transferring into the College do not get to ex
perience Welcome Week, a time when many students meet fellow classmates. 
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Quotes of 
the Week 

"I think it is incred
ibly important that 

we think about, talk 
about and do the 

work of activism — 
as difficult as it can 
be and as hard as it 

often is for us." 
— St ephanie Gilmore, 

activist, writer and 
educator 

"I had noticed that, 
at least in the sec
ondary education 

track, we had a lot of 
racial sensitivity train
ing, but we don't get 

any gender or sexual
ity sensitivity training. 
The School of Educa

tion is severely lack
ing in this." 

— Blaire Deziel, senior 
English and secondary 

education double major 

"You just learn so 
much about yourself, 

about other people 
and about other 
cultures, and it's 

an experience that 
you'll never under
stand until you go 

abroad. And when 
you come back, you 

see the world in a 
whole different way." 

— Neel Desai, 
senior business major 
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Opinions 
Hohmuth rebukes 
claims that club 
has skin problems 
This opinion piece was written in 
response to the article "Aikido 
Club booted from wrestling room,'' 
published on Nov. 19, 2014. 
By Art Hohmuth 
Professor of Psychology and Faculty Adviser to 
the Aikido Club 

Regarding "Aikido Club booted from wres
tling room," published in The Signal on Nov. 
19, I found comments by Coach Galante to 
be quite incredulous. He is quoted as saying, 
"Ringworm, MRSA, infantigo, staff - we don't 
see issues with that nearly as much as last 
year." The implication that this is because the 
Aikido Club and the Brazilian Ju Jitsu Club are 
not using the wrestling room this year strains 
credibility. Not a single member of either club 
has experienced a skin problem, even though 
last year our faces were on the same mats as 
the wrestlers. How could we possibly pass on 
skin diseases we don't have, especially when 
the coach claims to disinfect the mats twice a 
day? These are diseases which are most readily 
transmitted by skin to skin contact — wrestler 
to wrestler. 

At another point, the coach is quoted as say
ing, regarding the clubs, that he is not sure "if 
they should have been there in the first place." 
Really? Athletic directors and previous coaches 
have been making mistakes for 26 years? 

Unlike the swimming, tennis and basketball 
coaches, Mr Galante seems to want total domin
ion over his sports venue. A reasonable person 
might conclude that raising concern over the 
spread of disease is a ploy to suggest that wres
tling is in a special category, immune from the 
stated Student Affairs policy, which says that ap
proved clubs have the right to request the use of 
facilities, as available. 

Online testing wrong way to go 
PARCC exams set to replace NJ ASK and HSPA 
By Alyssa Sanford 

Standardized testing in New Jersey 
is about to become a lot more demand
ing — and discriminating — for stu
dents of all ages. 

If you haven't heard of PARCC — 
the Partnership for Assessment of Read
iness for College and Careers — t hat's 
because it's a new, online standardized 
test. According to the New York Times, 
PARCC has been adopted by school 
districts in 12 states, including New Jer
sey. PARCC is set to replace tests like 
the NJASK and HSPA, which tested 
students from third to eighth grade and 
high school juniors, respectively. 

The new standardized tests are a re
sult of Common Core standards. New 
Jersey adopted the Common Core in 
2010, which is a set of standards in 
English and mathematics education. 
Students all across America are expect
ed to learn a specific set of skills in bo th 
of these subject areas and take standard
ized tests that reflect their overall un
derstanding of those concepts. The goal 
of implementing the Common Core is 
preparation for college and the work
force, with the National Governor's As
sociation arguing that "all students (will 
be) prepared to succeed in our global 
economy and society" after preparing 
for and taking these tests. 

In the spring of 2015, New Jer
sey students from third grade to 12th 
grade will be required to take a series 
of PARCC tests. The New Jersey Edu
cation Association (NJEA) reports that 
there will be a performance-based as
sessment; a speaking and listening as
sessment; and an end-of-year, comput
er-based assessment. As the tests will 

New standardized tests taken online may prove costly to some students. 

be administered online, the durations 
will rival that of the SAT. Third graders, 
for example, will be expected to com
plete approximately eight hours worth 
of testing, while juniors in high school 
will spend nine hours and 55 minutes 
in total on their tests. Tests will only be 
available for 20-day windows. 

It's no secret that there are aca
demic achievement gaps between 
students in affluent districts and 
students in urban and urban-rim dis
tricts. For instance, according to data 
on GreatSchools.org, Trenton Cen
tral High students scored an average 
66 percent in language arts literacy 
on the HSPAs in 2013 and 35 per
cent in math proficiency. The state 
average for 2013 was 92 percent for 
language arts literacy and 80 percent 
for math proficiency. By comparison, 
Hopewell Valley Central High, a lo
cal suburban high school, scored 97 
percent in language arts literacy and 

92 percent in math proficiency. 
These tests were taken with No. 2 

pencils and Scantrons. Imagine the dis
parity between these two districts when 
standardized testing is administered on
line, when students from urban districts 
may lack sufficient access to a comput
er or struggle with using one. 

It seems to me that PARCC testing, 
while designed to effectively prepare 
all students for college and the wor k
force, is actually designed to further 
impede at-risk students from perform
ing well. The sheer number of hours 
that students are expected to devote 
to these tests is daunting enough, but 
insisting that these tests be taken on
line when there are thousands of stu
dents without proper computing skills 
simply makes no sense. If anything. 
Common Core standards should strive 
to make standardized testing fit the 
needs and abilities of all students 
This is the wrong approach. 

Finals after Thanksgiving are an unhealthy tease 
KvPPt tVHAaf *W I By Ellie Schuckman eet back to camDus.-the last thine anyone want* By Ellie Schuckman 

News Assistant 

With the semester coming to an end, the 
pressure is on to hand in assignments, boost 
grades and cram for those pesky finals. But 
what happens when that pressure builds and 
the stress becomes overwhelming, especially 
after the Thanksgiving break? 

Professors often tell students to enjoy their 
days off, but not many can truly relax when 
papers are due and exams are right around the 
comer. Returning home for five days, spending 
time with family and friends and "relaxing" is 
an unhealthy tease. 

Now, I love Thanksgiving just like many 
others, but wfien it falls in the last week of 
November, the stress is on. By the time we 
start school again, there is only one week of 
classes left before the dreaded finals. That is 

Courtney wirths / Features Editor hardly enough time to barrel down on the work 
The pressure placed on students to perform well is oftentimes overbear- that needs to be done while still studying for 
big and stressful, especially after they return from a long holiday break. extensive tests-

get back to campus; the last thing anyone want< 
to do is sit down and write that 10 page p aper 
or memorize an entire presentation. 

Even though the date of the national 
holiday is not changing anytime soon, more 
preparation can be done to transition ftom 
break back to school work. While students can 
try to finish assignments before they leave tor 
the long weekend, professors, too, must be 
understanding in giving due dates. 

Of course, the expectation of college ca lf 
for often lengthy papers and daunting projects 
however, there must be a consideration th at 
accomplishing these tasks is not always easy 

If students are overly stressed, they 
not be able to produce their best work, and the 
entire point of a professor giving an assign®6" 
will be null and void. 

Perhaps exams should always start the thini 
week of December, or maybe final papers nwv 

be due before the break. 

extensive tests. 
When the dorms reopen and students finally 

Policies 

Whatever the solution may be. one 
utterly clear: The pressure of finals immediate 
following a lengthy break is unhealthy 

thinglS 
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Features 
Barkada Barongay bursts with cultural flair 

The College's Barakda club hopes to share Filipino culture and heritage 
through events like Barangay where students can participate in activivies. 
By Jared Wolf 
Correspondent 

From a cappella and war dances to 
Filipino-American YouTube sensations 
and martial arts, there was a wide ar
ray of performances that made Barkada 
Barangay a special night. Over 200 stu
dents gathered at the Brower Student 
Center on Saturday Nov. 22, for the 
culture show designed to showcase Fili
pino culture and traditions. 

In its seventh year as an organization, 
TCNJ's Barkada hosted a 2014 Barangay 
filled with fun, food and festivity. Ba
rangay began at the College in 2007 as a 
scripted show and has since morphed into 
the elaborately decorated, talent-filled 
celebration that it is today. In Tagalog, 
the Filipino language, Barkada Baran
gay means "a small village of friends." 
Throughout the evening, the name of the 
event spoke for itself. There was a clear 
sense of intimacy between the performers 

in each of the acts. 
Anjelikah Tengelics, a junior and 

public relations member of the Barkada 
executive board, did all of the advertise
ments and even choreographed one of the 
Tinikling routines. She was beyond ex
cited for this year's event. 

"It's a lot of fun ... and alumni come 
back years after they graduate to meet 
new members," Tengelics said. "People's 
families come out, friends from other 
schools come out, and it's just a really 
great way to showcase Filipino-Ameri
can culture." 

The night commenced with Arianne 
Ramos, a sophomore and Barkada trea
surer, with her moving rendition of the 
Filipino national anthem. The anthem was 
followed by performances by the Col
lege's a cappella group, the Treblemakers, 
and a demonstration of different styles 
of Filipino martial arts such as Kali, Es-
krima and Amis by the Princeton Acad
emy of Martial Arts. YouTube sensations 

and singer/songwriters Eileen Young and 
Arejay Ella showed off their vocal ranges, 
individually performing several popular 
Filipino songs. 

The College's Circus Club made a 
lasting impression during the night with 
various acts of juggling, hula hooping, 
dancing and acrobatics. Several au
thentic Filipino dishes were served at 
intermission, such as Lechon Kawali, a 
crisp and tasty pork recipe. Then, after 
dinner was served, the male members 
of Barkada performed Maglalatik, a 
traditional Filipino dance and constant 
favorite at 4every Barangay event. 

"The males in the club dance shirt
less while hitting coconuts on their 
bodies. It's a fun dance that always 
makes people smile," senior interna
tional studies major and Barkada presi
dent Lauren Lalicon said. 

Maglalatik, which originated in Bi-
nan, Laguna, is a war dance that de
picts a fight between the Moros and the 

Christians over leftover coconut milk 
that has been boiled. 

The night concluded with a demon
stration of Tinikling and a performance 
by pop singer Katja. In performing 
Tinikling, dancers mimic the moves 
of Tikling birds as they walk between 
grass stems, run over tree branches and 
dodge bamboo traps set by rice farm
ers. Tinikling is hailed as the Philip
pine national dance. At the end of the 
evening, Katja was backed by the sweet 
vocals of her younger sister and a band 
of multi-talented friends. 

By the end of the evening, Barkada 
was visibly proud of how the night 
turned out. 

"Barangay, to me, is a way to bring 
more awareness to the Filipino commu
nity at TCNJ," Lalicon said. "The event 
is a celebration of our culture — a mix 
of old and new, as seen through our de
licious cuisine and our modern twist on 
traditional Filipino dances." 

Photo courtesy of Ana Veloso 

Throughout the night, students are treated to various performances such 
as a duet by Eileen Young on vocals and Dave Nacianceno on guitar. 

David Jay: clarifying the asexual experience 
By Leah DeGraw 
Correspondent 

PRISM invited asexual ac-
tivisit David Jay to campus on 
Thursday, Nov. 20, to describe 
his experience and clarify wheat 
asexuality really is. 

Asexuality is identified as a per
son who does not experience sex
ual attraction, Jay said. Although 
there is an official definition, the 
term is used as an umbrella term 
and can be used to describe many 
different preferences. 

Jay is a well-known leader 
and Webmaster of the Asexual 
Visibility and Education Net
work (AVEN), an online asex
ual community. 

At age 14, Jay found himself 
writing down the word "asexu
al," but there was no community 
where he could talk to other peo
ple about it. 

"I remember being in middle 
school, and all of my friends 
were exploring their sexuality, 
and all the adults in my life were 
saying it's a necessary part of 
growing up," Jay said. "I was 
scared. I was scared there was 
something wrong with me. I was 
scared I wouldn't be able to con
nect with people." 

During his freshman year of 

college in 2001, at the age of 
18, Jay created the Asexual Vis
ibility and Education Network, 
where people could connect 
with other asexual members and 
share their stories. 

"I spent several years think
ing that this was a problem that 
I needed to fix," Jay said. "I 
slowly came to realize it didn't' 
have to be." 

In 2002, he launched the 
AVEN website. In June of 
2013, it hit 70,000 registered 
members, making it the largest 
online asexual community in 

Jay is a well-known 

the world. 
When the website was cre

ated, Jay and other members 
came up with an official defini
tion of the word "asexual," as it 
did not have a clear definition 
at that time. 

"More and more of us came 
together and tried to figure out 
what this word meant," Jay 
said. As a result, commonly 
shared experiences brought 
the online members together to 
create an official definition. 

"This definition is a tool and 
not a label. The word asexual 

is a tool for you to help figure 
yourself out," said Jay. 

The AVEN website delves fur
ther into the proper definition. 

"Asexuality does not make 
our lives any worse or any bet
ter, we just face a different set 
of challenges than most sexual 
people. There is considerable 
diversity among the asexual 
community; each asexual per
son experiences things like 
relationships, attraction and 
arousal somewhat differently," 
the website states. 

Throughout the event, Jay 

discussed and defined sev
eral terms that are used in the 
asexual community. One of the 
most popular that Jay himself 
invented was the word "asexy." 

This term came about because 
people wanted to be able to de
scribe an experience where they 
were drawn to something. The 
word came up to explain an ex
perience that was kind of like 
traditionally "sexy" experiences. 

"Asexy experiences are 
personal aligned with you and 
your relationship with someone 
else," Jay said. 

Overall, Jay desired to set the 
record straight on what asexu
ality really is. By creating this 
online community, asexuality 
has become more a prominent 
sexual orientation in society. 

According to the AVEN web-
page, "it was created with two 
distinct goals: creating public ac
ceptance and discussion of asex
uality and facilitating the growth 
of an asexual community." 

Jay has certainly fulfilled 
these two aspirations, as he is 
now the Webmaster of the larg
est asexual online community 
in the world and has helped 
asexuality become a more ac
cepted and discussed experi
ence in the world. 
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Serving up Service with Sigma Sigma Sigma 
By Julie Rodriguez 
Correspondent 

Since 1898, the sisters of Sigma Sig
ma Sigma have pledged their dedication 
to philanthropy and volunteer service. 
And yet, on the week before the Thanks
giving break, it seemed that a new soror
ity had taken our campus by storm. 

Service Week with Sigma, which in 
the past was usually tailored down to 
a single event, started the afternoon of 
Monday, Nov. 17, in the Brower Student 
Center, where Sigma sisters sold lemon
ade, laptop stickers and gold ribbon pins 
to benefit child cancer patients. 

The sorority not only had a presence 
in the Student Center throughout the 
week, but they also hosted events on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

"Our entire week is relatively new ... 
We're not just focusing on money this 
year," said Brittany Cammarota, a senior 
accounting major and treasurer of Tri 

Sigma. "We're trying to expand our so
rority beyond philanthropy by becoming 
more active in community service." 

After a month of planning and hours of 
effort put in by each member of the soror
ity, Service Week with Sigma was remod
eled as a series of events hosted not only to 
raise money, but also to raise awareness. 

"We've done philanthropy weeks 
in the past," said Sara Von Bartheld, a 
women's and gender studies and sociol
ogy double major and Tri Sigma's vice 
president of operations. But the soror
ity members agreed that it seemed none 
were quite like this year's. 

On Monday night in Roscoe West 
Hall, the sisters of Tri Sigma put their 
words into action. After a presentation 
on women and leadership given by the 
volunteer organization United Way, the 
sorority took time to make cards for the 
College's "B+ Heroes." The B+ (or 'be 
positive') Foundation is dedicated to 
bettering the lives of children battling 

cancer and helping the families that sup
port them. 

While Monday night may have tak
en a more serious tone, on Wednesday 
night the Student Center's upstairs au
ditorium was packed and full of life for 
Service Week's second gathering. Sixty 
Second Scramble, which is Tri Sigma's 
annual event, collects money from its 
audience to be donated to the Robbie 
Page Memorial Fund, which helps to fi
nance the use of therapeutic play among 
child patients in U.S. hospitals. 

It was a vision of purple: the room 
was adorned with lilac streamers, and 
the sorority tee shirts were emblazoned 
with violet "Sigmas." As the audience 
began to file in, the excitement seemed 
to swell. Alyssa Blochlinger, the phi
lanthropy chair of the sorority and or
ganizer for many of the week's events, 
called the participants forward to signal 
the start of the games. 

The first challenge, playfully named 

"This Blows," had participants try to 
transfer cotton balls from one table to 
another using only their noses, and pe
troleum jelly as an adhesive — an d the 
games only got sillier. Though the win
ner of the Sixty Second Scramble was 
given the opportunity to donate a por
tion of the ticket proceeds to a charity of 
their choosing, it seemed winning was 
not the reason why so many had come 
out to support Tri Sigma that night. 

"It's just a lot of fun," freshman 
criminology major Christina Caccamo 
said. "You get the opportunity to laugh 
and just have a good time." 

The last event was held that Friday 
afternoon at the Sundial Lawn, during 
which students were encouraged to par
ticipate in a sorority clean-up of campus 
litter as "an opportunity to become more 
active in the community," Von Bartheld 
said. "What we really hope is just to 
raise awareness of the philanthropy that 
our sorority is involved in." 

Make a difference ... become a 
CCS Student Life Mentor! 

Informational Session & Pizza 

The Career and Community Studies (CCS) Program 
(a four year certificate program at TCNJ for students with intellectual/development disabilities) 

is seeking Student Life Mentors for academic year 2015-2016 

Student Life Mentors are leaders and role models in the TCNJ community 

Mentors provide support for daily independent living skills and acclimation to 
college life 

For more information on this off campus live-in leadership position, join us on 

Wednesday, December 10th 

To confirm your spot please email your name/year to ccs@tcnj.edu 

CCS Student Life Mentors are compensated with a 
stipend and free room/uti l i t ies 
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Thanksgiving celebrations across the globe 
By Grant Playter 
Correspondent 

When someone mentions 
Thanksgiving, certain images 
tend to come to mind: a fam
ily gathering, a giant turkey and 
maybe even some Thursday 
night football. But America is the 
"great melting pot" of cultures 
and peoples, so believing its prac
tices to be so uniform is not nec
essarily correct. 

Gabe Salazar, a freshman 
journalism major at the College, 
wasn't born in the states —he was 
bom in the Philippines. His family 
moved to the U.S. in 2003, when 
Salazar was six, and although it's 
been quite some time, his family 
still enjoys infusing their Filipino 
roots in their everyday lives. 

Salazar's family enjoys a va
riety of Filipino food at the table. 
Noodles are not considered a tra
ditional Thanksgiving dish, but 
in Salazar's family, Pancit, a dish 
composed or rice noodles, chicken 
and various vegetables, is some
thing they consider a staple. Simi
larly, they frequently eat Lumpia, 
pastries similar to egg rolls that 
come from Southwest Asia. 

The difference isn't only in the 
food they eat. Salazar felt a sort of 
strangeness with Thanksgiving in 
its entirety. 

"Being in a Filipino house
hold, you were taught to be 
thankful every day, but here in 
America it's different — there's 
a day dedicated to giving thanks. 
It's kinda like culture shock, but 
in a good way," Salzar said. 

The family of Paola Mendez, 
a sophomore economics major at 
the College, is from the Domini
can Republic. As such, on top of 
everything else, they add Spanish 
fusion to their dishes. 

"We have turkey like everyone 
else," Mendez said. "But not the 
same sides." 

Along with the main course of 
turkey, there is an additional dish: 
pernil, a type of pork leg cut. As 
for the sides, there is the "Moro 
de Habichuela Roja," a Domini
can dish that is a cooked mixture 
of rice and red beans. There is 
also pastelon, which is similar to 
shephard's pie except instead of 
mashed potatoes sweet plantains 
are used in their stead, along with 
the meat and cheese. 

In Brazil, there is obviously 

no Thanksgiving, so Joao Paulo 
Ferreira, a civil engineering ma
jor who is studying at the College 
for the fall semester, is having his 
first experiences with the holiday. 
When asked to compare it to the 
celebrations he had in Brazil, he 
said they were very similar, but 
there were some differences. 

"Thanksgiving's pretty cool," 
said Ferreira. "I liked the food, 
I really like all the family—we 
talked a lot. Compared to celebra
tions in Brazil, however, Ameri
ca is more quiet. It's more loud 
there, with lots of singing and 
energy." 

Americans celebrate Thanks
giving with as much diversity 
as they live their lives. Maybe 
potatoes is the cuisine of choice, 
and maybe practically everyone 

is going to at least try and get 
a turkey for their celebration, 
but everyone can add their own 
touches to Thanksgiving to make 
it their own. In a way, it's retain
ing one's cultural heritage while 
also proudly partaking in Ameri
ca's holiday pastimes. 

AP Photo 

A US Thanksgiving feast. 

Business luncheon serves up cultural meals 
By Melissa Natividade 
Correspondent 

The Sclfool of Business held the 
event "Keys to Success: Opening the 
Doors to Innova-tion" in the Atrium of 
Eickhoff Hall on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
to promote secrets to success in both 
life and business through dining. 

The global business-themed lunch 
was co-hosted by TCNJ Dining Ser
vices, which transformed Eickhoff with 
an abundance of decorations, posters 
and the aroma of food from all over the 
globe, each neatly arranged by country. 

"We've made it all nice and pretty 
for you all today," said Eickhoff worker 
Eve Cruz, surrounded by balloons and 
various other pieces of decor. 

The Veggie Loop represented the 
Bombay stock exchange of Mumbai. 
Quimby's Kitchen represented Frank
furt, which offered up traditional pork 
chops and sauerkraut, while Ceva Pizza 
and 31 North Deli showcased New York 
City in true fashion, with meals consist
ing of Italian pizzas, garlic knots, pas
trami and muenster sandwiches on rye 
bread. Quimby's Rotisserie highlighted 
the Australian Security Exchange with 
roasted potatoes and greens. C-Street 

Grill represented London with fish and 
chips, and the 91.3 Wokery illustrated 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange with Yakiso-
ba Chicken. 

Roscoes's Tacos presented Brazil's 
BM & F Bovespa. The traditional feijoa-
da with rice and sausage was as big a hit 
with the Brazilian students on campus as 
the lunch was with students overall. 

"It's not equal to what we're used to in 
Brazil," said Luis Nascimento de Morais, 
a student participating in the Brazilian 

Each station in Eickhoff represents 

Government sponsored Science Without 
Borders Program. "But I've missed this 
kind of food a lot, so having feijoada of 
any kind was great." 

Beyond the balloons, tablecloths and 
eccentric food, Eickhoff was also lined 
with educational tidbits on each stock 
exchange and its country of origin. 

Each sign was placed alongside its 
corresponding station and served as 
reading material for those awaiting their 
meals, featuring everything from the 

different country and stock market. 

country's currency to its major imports 
and exports, as well as a brief history 
lesson on some of the common etiquette 
of the country. 

The event featured information on the 
Mayo Business Plan Competition as well 
as the Business School's "GoGlobal!" 
event, which was held later that evening. 

"The Mayo Business Plan Competi
tion is designed to increase student ap
preciation for the challenges associated 
with developing a viable business offer
ing (product or service) while, through 
an iterative process, recognizing those 
students most able to articulate a plan 
that addresses these challenges," the 
School of Business stated. 

The competition seemed to be over
looked by many until a colossal, game 
show-esque check was presented in all of 
its $16,500 glory, the amount awarded to 
the first place winners in April of 2014. 

"All TCNJ students are invited to partic
ipate. Students with ideas that might trans
late into viable business products or ser
vices can come from virtually any School 
and discipline," according to the business 
website at the College. Further information 
on the competition, including the process 
and those eligible to participate, can also 
be found on the business website. 

Lamda Theta Phi welcomes potential students 
By Chelsea LoCascio 
Features Assistant 

After filing off buses, a group 
of high school students headed 
into the Brower Student Center to 
learn what awaits them in college 
- if they decide to go. 

The Lambda Theta Phi Latin 
fraternity hosted Hispanic Col
lege Day on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for high 
school students from Perth Am-
boy, Jersey City and Newark. 

"(Hispanic College Day has) 
been going on for a couple of 
years. The fraternity started it to 
help raise the minority at TCNJ," 
said junior chemistry major and 
Lambda Theta Phi member Ar-
turo Morillo, who helped run 
the program this year along with 
the Admissions faculty. "A lot 
of them don't know about col
lege. (We) wanted to give them as 
much knowledge and experience 

as possible." 
The day started in room 202 

of the Brower Student Center as 
students crowded around an as
sortment of pastries and bagels, 
found a seat and chatted with 
friends. Then, the Assistant Di
rector of Admissions for Mul
ticultural Recruitment and the 
Educational Opportunity Fund, 
Dawn Wilson, proceeded with 
her welcome address. 

Wilson addressed the need for 
increased diversity and outreach at 
the College. According to Forbes, 
com, around 66 percent of students 
at the College are white. 

To get the students interested 
in continuing their education. 
Lambda Theta Phi set up three 
different workshops in the Social 
Science Building running from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The stu
dents broke into smaller groups to 
get the small classroom feel they 
would find here at the College, 

Wilson said. 
One activity was the "Student 

Leader Panel," a question and 
answer session with four College 
students, including Morillo and 
his fraternity brother, Juan Garcia, 
a sophomore engineering manage
ment major and vice president of 
Union Latina. 

Garcia spoke about his involve
ment with the College's radio 
station 91.3 FM WTSR and the 
creation of the first Spanish radio 
show since the channel's inception 
in the 1960s. 

Morillo shared his experiences 
as a CA, a fraternity brother and 
a former high school student who 
almost did not attend college. 
Originally, he had only set his 
eyes on the University of Penn
sylvania until he was waitlisted. 
Afterward, he gave the College's 
campus a chance - a decision he 
does not regret. 

"You definitely make a whole 

new family here," Morillo said. 
"(We're) always looking for the 
best in each other." 

Morillo encouraged the high 
school students to make the best of 
their college experience and not be 
afraid to pursue their goals. 

"(There are) multiple steps you 
can take to the goals you have," 
Morillo said. "Different roads, dif
ferent doors you can open." 

In the "Planning for College" 
workshop, students learned that 
before they open these doors, they 
first had to transition from the ev
eryday ease of high school to the 
rigors of college life. 

"(In high school), things be
come systematic," said Jamal 
Johnson, assistant director of Ad
missions, Multicultural Recruit
ment and Mentoring, who led the 
workshop. "From day one, you 
know what the last day of your se
nior year will look like ... In high 
school, you have a lot of assistance. 

In college, it's all on you." 
The first test of a student's in

dependence happens during the 
college application process, which 
Director of Admissions Grecia 
Montero discussed in the "TCNJ 
Admission Process" workshop. 

Afterward, the high school 
students had free time from 
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. to take 
a campus tour or eat in Eick
hoff while discussing the "Real 
Deal," including activities and 
social life outside of class, from 
current students. 

The students returned to the 
Student Center for closing remarks 
from Lambda Theta Phi alumni Ed 
Maldonado, Julio Torres and Car
los Matos, who talked about the 
importance of their transformative 
college years, emphasizing the 
fact that they never gave up. 

"You have to have that will 
to succeed," Maldonado said. 
"Don't quit — per severe." 
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Environment 

Inspiring wind energy 
whether to extend another key green policy: the Pro
duction Tax Credit. The PTC would benefit growing 
wind power and turbine industries across the nation. 

The law benefits these electric companies across 
the grid by keeping utility rates low and encouraging 
better and cleaner green innovations from the com
panies and entrepreneurs who receive the break from 
the government. The American Wind Energy Associa
tion (AWEA) fully supports an extension of the PTC, 
claiming that wind powered turbines and mills effi
ciently generate cleaner energy from a natural resource 
rather than fossil fuels. They also create more jobs that 
stay in the U.S. every year. Wind power and turbine 
industries are continuing to progress in the U.S., but 
without the PTC, the AWEA warns that wind power 
companies will face severe cutbacks and layoffs. 

The law is either reauthorized or declined every 
two years, and at the end of 2012, Congress stalled 
over the issue and continued to do so until it automati
cally expired at the end of 2013. Now, the PTC is up 
for extension again, and it is facing both strong sup
port and opposition in Congress. 

Several states have seen great results in invest
ing in wind power. According to the Huffington Post, 
states like Colorado, Iowa and South Dakota have 
over 20 percent of their energy outputs covered by re
newable wind energy. The AWEA cites that the PTC 
has helped jumpstart over 550 U.S. manufacturing 
facilities across the states which produce and deliver 

solutions in the US 

Wind power and turbine industries are on the rise. 
By Frank Saverino 
Columnist 

With the failed proposal of the Keystone XL 
pipeline extension in the Senate revving up climate 
change, energy efficiency and independence dialogue 
in the United States, Congress will look to decide 

the parts needed to power currently over 15 million 
homes using wind renewables. Past discontinuations 
of the law have halted development plans and cost 
American manufacturing jobs for wind power com
panies, and the AWEA has urged Congress to issue a 
four-year extension of the PTC. A study by Navigant 
Consulting found that the PTC will keep and create 
54,000 jobs for the U.S. Without the PTC, American 
manufacturers in wind industries will likely face se
vere layoffs. 

The greatest opposition to the PTC is competing 
fossil fuel or natural gas-based electric companies, 
which will face the downside of the growth of renew
able electricity by wind power. Representative Mike 
Pompeo (R-KS) has upheld that the increase in wind 
energy development has been over-sighted by the gov
ernment. This is because the new tax credit for wind 
energy would largely outweigh the price that the stan
dard electric output would cost a wind power company. 

In his letter to Congress, Pompeo states that while 
"over 43 percent of all electric generation nameplate 
capacity additions in 2012 were from wind ... this in
crease in wind development is occurring despite flat 
demand for power and is straining the electric grid 
and threatening reliability with a dramatic increase in 
an intermittent power resource." 

Pompeo echoes the concerns of competing electric 
industries as wind power advocates continue to call 
for an extension of the PTC starting next year. 

Hie HollyworcL* 'Jurassic World' bites 
By Johnanthony Alaimo 
Columnist 

Last week, a new trailer made its pre
miere featuring terrifying genetic muta
tions, people playing God, reptilian skin 
and immense danger. No, it's not a teaser 
for "Keeping Up With the Kardashians." 
It's the trailer for the upcoming fourth in
stallment of the Jurassic Park franchise, 
"Jurassic World." 

The snippet, which is just over two min
utes long, features some long time favor
ites such as the fearsome velociraptors and 
majestic brontosauruses, but some new 
monsters as well, such as a large aquatic 
dinosaur which eats a great white shark in 
one bite. I haven't seen appetites like that 
since watching the now-canceled "Honey 
Boo-Boo." 

This time around, it seems science 
has (shockingly) gone a little too far 
and developed a new "hybrid" dinosaur 
which, of course, escapes while peo
ple are in the park, leaving everyone 
responsible for the disaster standing 

around in disbelief wondering, "How 
could this have happened?" Well, for 
starters, you purposefully created a gi
ant demon lizard with razor-sharp teeth, 
and for shits and giggles, made it in
credibly intelligent. But who's pointing 
fingers (claws?) here. The movie stars 
Chris Pratt, who has quickly become 
one of Hollywood's leading men. "Ju
rassic Parks and Recreation" comes to 

theaters this summer. 
While returning to the Jurassic period 

may be a little too nostalgic for some (like for 
Madonna), how about looking back 10 years 
ago when Lizzie McGuire went off the air? 
Time sure does fly when you're not watch
ing the sexual tension between Gordo and 
Lizzie. In a recent interview, Hilary Duff was 
asked what she thought Lizzie would be up 
to today. Turns out, according to Duff, she'd 

Movies like 'Wolf of Wall Street' will be available on Netflix in December. 

still be wearing butterfly clips in her hair. 
Some things never change. Apparently she'd 
also not be married to Gordo and be a part of 
the "office grind." You know, now that you 
mention it, Dunder-Mifflin could have used 
more Lizzie. Lizzie Halpert anyone? 

But if you like your TV shows the way 
they are and like your family to be at least 
an entire house floor away from you, then 
maybe Netflix is your destination this holi
day season. For December 2014, the online 
streaming service has released new titles 
for your enjoyment and gluttony. Classic 
films such as "American Beauty" will be 
added along with more recent favorites 
such as "Anchorman 2," "Sharknado 2," 
"The Wolf of Wall Street" and whatever 
"Jewtopia" is (I looked "Jewtopia" up 
and apparently it's a 2012 Jennifer Love-
Hewitt romcom. I screamed). 

But if binge-watching TV shows is 
more your thing, "American Horror sto
ry: Coven" will hit Netflix as well. Watch 
Kathy Bates be a racist and Jessica Lange 
chain-smoke for as long as you want. It 
beats watching a yule log. 

Lions' EMS: The importance of sleet 
lit' Claiinti k inn final pvome n • By Steven King 
Correspondent 

The semester is coming to an end, which means one 
thing: finals. But as all of us prepare for our final ex
ams, we should not forget about one of the most im
portant aspects of our health: sleep. 

Getting a good night's rest is immensely important 
to a person's ability to function the next day. So before 
you decide to pull an all-nighter to study, remember 
these reasons as to why sleep is incredibly important 
for your mental health and academic success. 

Getting a decent amount of sleep helps protect 
your mental and physical health. Various studies have 
shown that sleeping helps you improve your problem-
solving skills and learning skills, which will be needed 
for final exams. Sleep also plays an important role in 
your physical health. It can help reduce high blood 
pressure and keeps your immune system function
ing properly. Sleep allows you to have a strong and 
healthy immune system that protects against common 
infections — giving you an opportunity to do well on 

final exams. 
While getting a decent amount of sleep can bring 

about positive benefits for your mental and physical 
health, not getting enough sleep can be detrimental to 
you. Mentally, lack of sleep makes it harder for you to 
solve problems and make good choices. Your ability to 
handle yourself emotionally is also negatively affected. 

Now that you know how important sleep is to your 
ability to function. Lions' EMS has a few tips for you 
to help you get the most out of your sleep. 

First, try to go to bed early. It's common to hear 
that we need seven to eight hours of sleep, and it's 
true. Getting this full amount will help ensure that you 
are getting the most benefits out of your sleep. If you 
are having a hard time getting to sleep, get out of bed 
and walk around or do something to relax yourself. 
Also, only use your bed for sleep. Try not to study in 
your bed. Try to keep your sleep schedule the same by 
waking up and going to bed at the same time each day. 
Finally, try to relax and wind down 15 minutes to half 
an hour before going to sleep. 

We hope that you are all able to recognize the importance 

of sleep toward your ability to do well on your finals. Try t 
keep those tips in mind as you get ready. Finally, good luc 
on finals everyone, and stay healthy! 

A good night's sleep is necessary during fine 
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Arts & Entertainment 
Rent/771/17" stuns with passionate production 

continued from page 1 

Menzel — a role fulfilled by 
sophomore Melissa Albert. Out
fitted in embroidered jeans and 
pigtails true to the 90s, Albert 
engaged the crowd and was not 
afraid to hold back. During "La 
Vie Boheme A," Albert again left 
nothing to the imagination and 
bared her bottom for added dra
matic and comedic effect. Under 
the direction of sophomore and 
Signal A&E Editor Jonathan Ed-
mondson, the show was a grand 
spectacle of high energy, emo
tion and personality. 

Junior Nicolette Naticchi-
one portrayed Maureen's stuffy 

love interest, Joanne Jefferson, 
a lawyer and the only non-artist 
of the friend group. Naticchi-
one's talent shined in "Take Me 
or Leave Me," a duo with Al
bert where the characters sing 
about their differences within 
their struggling relationship. 

The most compelling per
formance throughout the show, 
however, was by junior Mike 
Alexander playing the role of 
Angel Dumott Schunard, a drag 
queen and street drummer who 
has AIDS. Wearing the signature 
red dress and short black wig, 
Alexander won the heart of the 
crowd as he portrayed Angel's 
story of life, love and death. 

TMT newcomer and sophomore 
Beau Aranosian played Angel's 
love interest, Tom Collins. The 
duo shared intimate moments 
amongst a sold-out crowd, leav
ing the audience with chills and 
tears by the end of the night. 

Mark lives with Roger Da
vis, a down-on-his-luck musi
cian who is HIV positive and 
dealing with the suicide of his 
former girlfriend. Roger, played 
by junior Ken Abes, is looking to 
write one last great song before 
he dies. Rather than letting inspi
ration flow in from his love inter
est Mimi Marquez, a club dancer 
and drug addict played by junior 
Melanie Munoz, he shuts her out. 
Eventually, Mimi and Roger are 
able to admit to each other that 
they are both HIV positive dur
ing the heart-wrenching ballad "I 
Should Tell You." 

Their relationship further 
develops when later in the 
show, the couple admits that 
they cannot live without one 
another in "Without You." Ac
companied by a lyrical dance 
choreographed by sophomore 
Danny Leonhardt and featuring 
ensemble members junior biol
ogy major Fred Stange and se
nior Kelsey Snedeker, the num
ber garnered heartfelt reactions 
from the audience. 

"I was pretty new to dance," 
said Stange. "I only dance in 
musicals, but the lyrical style 

was completely new for me. I 
liked that I g ot to be in an im
portant number." 

As the cast deals with the 
death of Angel, more personal 
problems and, of course, pay
ing the rent, Mark comes to the 
conclusion that you only get 
one life and you can't sell out. 
The cast performs two beautiful 
renditions of the world famous 
"Seasons of Love" in Act 11, 
which shows off the full range 
of the company and gave the 
audience a taste of what they 
would see in the touching finale 
scene. With a personal touch, 
the musical ends with Mark pre
senting his documentary that he 

has been filming throughout the 
show. As the cast sings, a real 
video is projected behind them 
featuring footage of the cast's 
rehearsals giving the audience 
something to smile about as the 
show concluded. 

"Every show is an opportu
nity to improve and learn," Mu
noz said. "We always want to 
improve everything and never 
take a step back." 

The production was so pop
ular that a sixth showtime was 
added to the lineup. The cast 
looked to get bigger, get better 
and get louder with each per
formance, and their rendition 
did Larson's original justice. 

Samantha Selikoff / Staff Photographer 

Munoz delivers a powerful and dynamic performance as Mimi. 

Good Luck Spaceman causes chaos in the Rat 

Samantha SeiiKon / stan rnoiograpner 

hiff strums covers and croons original tunes. 

By Kimberly Ilkowski 
Review Editor 

Napkin dispensers and bottles of condiments were tossed 
around the stage as students threw down at the Rathskeller for 
the final student band night of the semester, on Friday, Nov. 
21. CUBRat, in part with The Public Health Communica
tion's Club, brought in all-student bands including Schiffing 
and Handling, Good Luck Spaceman and Save Face to help 
raise awareness for men's health issues for Movember. 

The first band of the evening, Schiffing and Handling, was 
comprised of seniors Brandon Schiff on vocals and guitar, 
Jake Perlman on drums and junior Cameron Schiff on bass. 

Each of them is a member of the Alpha Epsilon Pi tra-
temity on campus and had a sea of support as their brothers 
occupied every table in the packed house. 

The group did covers of The White Stripes' "Seven Na
tion Army" and Silversun Pickups' "Lazy Eye" while also 
playing some all-original jams such as "Polyester" and 
"T.T.F.O.T.A.I A.W.O.T.," which stands for "trying to figure 
out the acronym is a waste of time." 

For it's final song, the band brought AEPi and class of' 14 
alumnus Avi Yehudai on stage to play saxophone during an 
impressive rendition of "Sultans of Swing" by Dire Straits 
— a c over Brandon admits he has been trying to perfect for 
a long time. 

This performance marks the last time Brandon and 
company will play at the Rat, following three and a half 
years of entertaining the crowd with vivacious energy and 
a characteristic sound. 

Up next was Good Luck Spaceman, an indie unit made 
up of vocalist and guitarist Jake Rubin, bassist Kyle 
Newins, drummer Mikey Rosen and synth and keyboard
ist Mike Laudenbach, all of whom are sophomores, along 
with guitarist Danny Galli. 

The guys brought their stellar sound during a set that in
cluded original songs like "Appeal" and "Pixie Dust," as well 
as a cover of The Killers' "Mr. Brightside." 

During a cover of Nirvana's "Tourette's," the Rat be
came a chaotic scene as Laudenbach took over the vocals 
and screamed at the top of his lungs while his bandmates 
jumped spastically around him and tossed fistfuls of nap
kins into the air. 

With its elevated penchant for mischief, the band encour
aged audience members to throw things at them while they 
played and to get out of their seats and break things. At one 
point, a bottle of ketchup was thrown on to the stage which 
Galli promptly threw right back, accidentally launching it 
into family members sitting in the front row. 

"Ketchup at parents? Let's start the song," Newins quipped 
before the band got down to business and wrapped up its set. 

The band also has big plans to release a new EP in the 
upcoming months. 

Closing out the night was Save Face, a band quite familiar 
with the Rat stage, having played there just this April with 
well-known hardcore acts Major League and Batten Down 
The Hatches. 

With juniors Tyler Povanda on vocals and guitar, Chris 
Hranj on bass, Shane Dermanjian on guitar and Chris 
Flannery on drums, the band played songs "Sharks and 
Eddies," "No Harm Done" and "Hunt With the Hounds" 
off its 2014 EP "I Won't Let This Take My Life" and 
2013 EP "Lost At Heart." 

"We usually don't play too many songs from our first two 
EPs anymore, but the atmosphere at the Rat is very accepting 
of whatever a band or soloist will play, so it w as good to 
play some older songs again," Dermanjian said after the 
show. "A lot of our friends that see us regularly ask for 
us to play some of our older tunes and being (that) they 
were there. I'm glad we made them happy." 

Samantha Selikoff / Staff Photographer 

'Spaceman'plays with mastery and mischief. 
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Mulaney / Comedians deliver diverse stand-up 
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Left: Smith shares amusing tales in 
continued from page 1 

accustomed to his blunt sense of humor, es
pecially when it came to race, political be
liefs and the strings of expletives he used. 

Smith also spoke candidly about the leg
acy Martin Luther King Jr. left on the world 
and the influence he had on his family. 

"I feel bad for Coretta Scott King," 
Smith started, referring to King's late 
wife, then pointed to a couple sitting in 
the audience. 

"Let's say you guys are together for a 
long time and then he saves an entire race 
of people, could you say shit to him?" 
Smith asked. "No, you couldn't be like, 
'Martin, you better stay home tonight.' 
Bitch, please. Let me explain one thing. 
I am a holiday." 

In an interview with The Signal, Smith 
divulged about his recent transition from 
stand up to acting for "Mulaney" and 
how he would like to continue doing 
both in the future. 

"They're different sides of the same 
art form," Smith said. "1 like learning 
and growing and all that jazz." 

Smith will be on tour in the following 

an enaging opening act. Right: Mulaney uses a copy of 'The Signal' as inspiration during his witty set. 

months and has plans to release a new 
comedy album this spring. 

Following Smith's performance, a 
dapper Mulaney, dressed in his signature 
suit and tie style, greeted Kendall with 
The Signal in hand as he proceeded to 
discover what really takes place on cam
pus via stories on the front page. 

Mulaney got married this summer, and 
he and his wife Annemarie share their 
home with their tiny French bulldog 
puppy, Petunia. Upon hearing about all 
of Petunia's adorable antics, students let 
out audible oohs and awes. 

"You better get those awes out of your 
system,cause there's a lot more comin'," 
Mulaney teased. 

Throughout the evening, Mulaney en
gaged the audience in this way, even re
sponding to hecklers and picking people 
out to ask about their majors and time at 
the College, adding an inclusive feeling 
to an otherwise large crowd. 

Many of Mulaney's jokes stemmed from 
outrageous personal experiences while per
forming. He also detailed grappling with 
the unintended side effects of his slender 
appearance and friendly demeanor. 

At one point, Mulaney looked back on 
when he used to perform at The Stress 
Factory in New Brunswick, N.J., and 
how he was nearly beaten up. 

"I give off a vibe that I wasn't beat up 
enough," Mulaney said. "Some people 
give off the vibe of like, 'Do not fuck 
with me.' My vibe is more like, 'You can 
pour soup in my lap and I'll probably 
apologize to you.'" 

In another account of the horrors of 
stand up, Mulaney said he once per
formed in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on 
a makeshift stage of 2x4s that were lying 
in the dirt. 

The people at the event were not a fan 
of Mulaney's work and were more fix
ated on the beer truck that was parked 
directly next to him. 

One heckler there finally shouted in 
a deep southern accent, "Excuse me sir, 
I think I speak for everyone here when 
I say that we would enjoy silence more 
than the sound of your voice." 

Mulaney was captivated by how simul
taneously mean and eloquently worded 
the insult was. 

"If that was the last line of a Maya 

Angelou poem, you would just close the 
book and look out the window and think 
about what you did with your life," Mu
laney said. 

He and his wife don't have any children 
yet, but Mulaney believes kids have the 
most rapidly growing rights in America. 

"Kids get everything they want now -
there's two 'Rio's now, three 'Madagas
car's, two 'Happy Feet,' two 'Kung Fu Pan
da's and five 'Ice Age' movies," Mulaney 
said. "I'm not saying they're bad movies, 
I'm just saying this is a lot of entertainment 
for an audience of people that if you put 
them in a room and turned the lights off and 
said 'go to bed,' they would go to bed." 

In an interview with The Signal, Mu
laney elaborated on what techniques 
work better in stand up and those that 
work best while acting on "Mulaney." 

"Stand up is really about the people in 
front of you, and the TV show, even though 
we have a live audience, it's a lot more doing 
it to the camera so that it's to the audience 
at home," Mulaney said. "Here, the live au
dience is the final word, but on a TV show 
you're using the live audience for energy and 
as an ingredient rather than judge and jury." 

With brilliant direction, Keaton soars in 'Birdman 
By Alex Holzntan 
Correspondent 

The central structural concept of 
"Birdman" is that there are no obvious 
cuts - the camera pirouettes and glides 
around the set, glancing from character to 
character like some phantasmal observer, 
invisible to the characters but privy to 
nearly all. There are cuts hidden behind 
closing doors and backstage blackness, 
and the observant viewer will spot them, 
but there's little fun in that. 

The ceaseless motion lends "Birdman" 
an air of urgency and fast-paced neces
sity. Viewers have little time to process 
what just happened because director Ale
jandro Inarritu has already flown off into 
the next scene. 

"Birdman, or the Unexpected Vir
tue of Ignorance" employs this concept 
while following Thompson Riggan (Mi
chael Keaton), a washed-up blockbuster 

star famous for his role as Birdman in the 
fictional film series of the same name. 
Now, beyond his prime. Riggan prepares 
for the opening night of his Broadway 
production of Raymond Carver's mag
num opus "What We Talk About When 
We Talk About Love." 

Attempting to fight off the notion that 
he's little more than a superficial wan
nabe destined for obscurity, Thompson 
has used the last of his savings to stage 
this production, with everything he is and 
was riding on its success. The stakes are 
high, and the stage is quite literally set. 

The metafiction at work here is per
vasive while avoiding self-indulgence. 
It's no coincidence that Michael Keaton 
— who is most famous for playing our 
world's spandex-clad winged superhero, 
Batman — was cast. Keaton embraces 
any and all correlation, and this lends his 
performance a uniquely self-aware char
acteristic that elevates it to another level. 

Ar rnoiu 
Keaton plays Riggan, a washed-up movie star haunted by his blockbuster past. 

to unexpected heights. Inarritu was report
ed to be an unyieldingly intense director, 
choreographing scenes to the minutest of 

With long shots and minimal cuts,'Birdman 'flows like a theatrical production. 

In a year of breakouts and revivals 
Keaton here is no exception. Watch
ing an actor play an actor is impressive 
enough, but watching Keaton play an ac
tor who isn't as good at acting as Keaton 
himself, is even more impressive. That 
may sound like meta nonsense, but it's 
chuckle-inducingly real while Thompson 
acts alongside famed method actor Mike 
Shiner (Ed Norton). The casting and per
formance here are beautifully synergized, 
and not just with Keaton. 

As opening night approaches, Thomp
son's psyche begins to deteriorate, and 
the film's tempo picks up. The glidina 
camera quickens, and Antonio Sanchez's 
punchy, jazzy, drums-dominated score 
conducts the characters as their anxieties 
become even more pronounced. 

More and more, "Birdman" begins 
to feel like a theatre production! scenes 
change as sets move, actors perform and 
the curtain falls. There is an underlying 
energy that carts viewers and actors alike 

details, all for the sake of this vigor. 
"Birdman" jives and sways and dances 

along, never feeling bloated despite its 
two-hour runtime, never seeming rushed 
despite its incessant pace. It is a film of 
identity, of personality, of perception, 
and it is a film that projects confidence 
and competence while remaining consis
tently aloof and approachable. 

At the Oscars, it will probably win Best 
Cinematography and possibly Best Edit
ing and Best Soundtrack. It is also a good 
bet for Best Actor, Best Director and Best 
Picture. But Oscar buzz is just marketing. 

Like Thompson, "Birdman" strives 
not for sheer recognition - not for the 
millions of Hollywood dollars - but to 
silence the id and soar instead to the loft
ier realms of art, affirmation and damn 
fine entertainment. What could possibly 
be more superheroic? 
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'Descensus' boasts Circa Survive's signature sound 

Jared Sokoloff 
Staff Writer 

Circa Survive is one of those groups 
where it takes a long list of genres to even 
remotely describe its music. Wikipedia 
lists them as alternative rock, indie rock, 

experimental rock, progressive rock, psy
chedelic rock and shoegaze, though, I'd 
also throw hardcore in, too. Despite this 
seemingly diverse mixture, the group 
doesn't genre bounce. Rather, these influ
ences are mixed up into a signature brew 
of the "Circa Survive sound." 

This sound is quite present on the 
group's fifth album, "Descensus." It has 
evolved from its more experimental state 
on the band's earlier albums to its more 
polished present form. The songwriting 
is more consistent across the album, and 
the performances, while very techni
cal, are both tight and life-like. Vocalist 
Anthony Green's now-legendary voice 
strongly delivers, matching the music's 
emotion and dynamics perfectly. 

"Schema," the lead single, opens the 
album — i ntense and in your face — pr e
paring you for the audio onslaught that is 
to come. As with its previous releases, the 
band continues to perfectly straddle the fine 
dynamic line that flows through an album. 
The songs soften up at the right moments, 
giving great depth when the heavy sound 
kicks in again. 

The title track "Descensus" takes an 
always-welcome influence from the later 
Led Zeppelin albums, using odd-times 
and bluesy fills beautifully with modem 

style. "Child of the Desert" also utilizes 
the blues influence with a ballsy', soul
ful turnaround at the end. The dark track 
"Phantom" relies heavily on an electric 
piano, which is rare for the band. 

None of the songs stand out much 
from the others, because they are all great 
songs. There are no filler tracks, unless 
you count the thirty second transition 
song, "Who Will Lie With Me Now." As it 
is with most Circa Survive albums, stand
out tracks tend to be personal favorites, so 
this will be different for everyone. 

"Descensus" is a worthy addition to the 
Circa Survive discography. Experimental 
while always familiar, it shows a mature 
band that is still able to grow and just 
write generally awesome songs. 

In a final opinion, Circa's albums are ones 
that take time to love. They are good albums 
for the first or second listen, but they tend to 
really increase in musical value the more they 
are played. To get the most out of this album, 
please allow at least a few play throughs. 

Ewing's debut novel,6 Jewel,' lacks serious sparkle 
By Kayla Whittle 
Staff Writer 

Imagine a city surrounded by 
an ocean and separated into sev
eral layers, ranging from poverty 
to the Jewel, the heart of the city 
where the rich and royalty live. 
Violet, the novel's protagnoist. 
was raised in the lowest section 
of the city and is forced to be
come a surrogate to the royalty 
who can no longer have their 
own children. She has incred
ible powers, magic that only the 

surrogates have. But she lives in 
fear, knowing that at any moment 
her life could be ended either by 
the family who purchased her or 
by rival families who are feuding 
in the Jewel. 

In Amy Ewing's debut novel, 
"The Jewel," she takes several 
elements from popular dysto
pian novels, like an oppressive 
society and an imprisoned her
oine. But she doesn't do much 
to make them innovative in her 
story. While some parts of the 
novel are interesting, most of the 

events fall flat. The novel also 
lacks character development in 
the lackluster framework. Violet 
basically has her freedom taken 
from her as soon as it's discov
ered that she has the powers that 
decide she will be a surrogate 
for the royalty of the city. 

Yet instead of trying to free 
herself or help her friends who 
have also been sold, Violet 
spends most of her days wan
dering aimlessly through her 
new mansion home. She attends 
parties and wears fancy dresses, 

all while feeling endlessly sorry 
for herself. 

The most problematic part 
of the novel was the attempt at 
a love interest. This plot point 
doesn't appear until a little over 
halfway through the book and is 
rushed through so quickly, it's 
nearly laughable. Violet meets a 
boy in the palace, toward whom 
she obviously feels an immediate 
attraction. Yet after they illicitly 
meet with each other only a few 
times, they are already declaring 
their love and Violet is willing 

to risk everything, including a 
chance at freedom, just to remain 
a few days longer with this boy. 

If you're a fan of young adult 
novels, particularly the dysto
pian genre, you probably should 
pass over this book. Ewing's 
novel is just another that buys 
into the popularity of the dysto
pian genre. It doesn't bring any
thing new to the field and with 
overused ideas and a love inter
est that's anything but romantic, 
"The Jewel" ends up more frus
trating than captivating. 

C A M P U S  T O W N  
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Sports 
Cheap Seats 

Goodell to blame in Peterson case 

Roger Goodell discusses his suspension of Ray Rice. 

By Kevin Luo 
Staff Writer 

At this point, just about every
one in the sports world has heard 
about Adrian Peterson's child abuse 
case and the resulting suspension 
handed down by Roger Goodell. 
Peterson pleaded no contest to a 
misdemeanor child abuse charge 
and was suspended for the rest of 
the season without pay after being 
on the commissioner's exemption 
list for the past nine games. 

I'm not defending Peterson's 
actions. He clearly crossed the line 
when it comes to disciplining his 
child as evidenced by the pictures 

of his son's injuries. However, 
I d on't believe this was the right 
suspension or that this is another 
example of Goodell abusing his 
power as commissioner. 

After the Ray Rice video came 
out, the league and the commis
sioner were under major scrutiny, 
and it was obvious the league 
needed some reform when it comes 
down to handling player discipline. 
Goodell held a press conference 
where he said the league would be
come more transparent with their 
player discipline protocols. He also 
detailed that everything was on the 
table regarding player conduct, in
cluding him giving up some of his 

unilateral power. 
The Adrian Peterson case was 

the first big player conduct case 
to be ruled on by the league since 
the Ray Rice case. It was also a 
test case to see if Roger Goodell 
would stand by what he said and 
not treat this situation like the dic
tator he has been for almost every 
other player conduct case during 
his tenure. 

Clearly, he didn't give up any 
of his power and yet was still 
was the main deciding factor in 
this suspension. 

Goodell's rationale behind his 
suspension was that along with 
the act itself, Peterson didn't show 
any remorse for his actions. He's 
using Peterson's initial reactions 
and comments to prove he didn't 
feel he was majorly in the wrong 
as justification for the suspension. 
However, he didn't take any of 
the remorse, demonstrated by 
Peterson recently, most nota
bly in the Houston courthouse 
where he made his plea, into 
consideration. The courts felt 
he showed sufficient remorse 
and the mother of the child in
volved in the case even made a 
statement that she felt he had 

the potential to be a good par
ent to her child in the future. 

Through hours of therapy and 
counseling, Peterson realized what 
he did was wrong and that just be
cause his parents had disciplined 
him in that manner doesn't make 
it right. 

This is another gray area in this 
whole case. Corporal punishment 
and physically disciplining your 
child is an extremely controversial 
topic. I still remember it coming 
up in my AP Psychology class in 
high school, and there were people 
on both sides. Today, many Ameri
cans were spanked as kids and will 
hit their kids in the future. Peter
son's actions were clearly over
board, but the concept of physi
cally disciplining your children is 
one that the country can't seem to 
agree on. 

This really was an unprece
dented case. The league doesn't 
have a specific set protocol in 
place for child abuse cases, so 
Goodell, like he has been do
ing with many player conduct 
cases over the years, is making 
it up as he goes along. There 
has been tremendous inconsis
tency during Goodell's reign as 

commissioner when it comes to 
player conduct penalties. 

I believe that Peterson should've 
gotten time served instead of more 
suspension time and fined at least 
six game checks which could've 
gone to domestic violence and 
child abuse-related charities. The 
league's current protocol for do
mestic violence cases is a six-game 
suspension and Peterson has already 
missed nine games while being on 
the commissioner's exempt list. 1 
think Goodell used this suspension 
as another platform to reiterate his 
power. What Peterson did can't be 
justified, but the courts saw it as a 
misdemeanor, which has the chance 
to come off his record. 

Players have gotten lesser sus
pensions for bigger transgressions. 
Checks and balances to Goodell's 
power is what the NFL needs. To 
this point, Goodell has been a judge, 
jury and executioner when it comes 
to everything player discipline in the 
league, as was the power bestowed 
upon him in the most recent col
lective bargaining agreement. This 
decision once again shows what a 
power-hungry tyrant Goodell is, and 
he's not going to give up his power 
until someone takes it from him. 

Women's Soccer Wrestling 

Soccer /1-0 loss  Lions dominate in win 
Earn shutout win at home continued from page 24 

The Ephs came into the game 
with a 19-1 record, with players 
like sophomores Kristi Kirshe and 
Audrey Thomas raking in 18 and 
16 goals, respectively. 

Williams's offense showed the 
Lions exactly why they were an 
elite eight team, pushing hard 
and taking a large number of 
shots against senior goalie Ken-
dra Griffith. 

The Eph's were able to take 10 
shots during the first half, com
pared to the four the Lions were 
able get off. 

Levering described Williams's 
start as a challenge to the Lions' 
energy in the early parts of the 
game. 

"Williams was a very good 
team, and they came out very 
strong and aggressive. All we 
could do from that point on was 
try and match the intensity," she 
said, trying to describe the team's 
tactics. "Moving the ball quickly 
through the midfield to get the 
ball forward was one of our main 
focuses this season, and 1 think 
that allowed us to have some good 
chances against Williams." 

The College's defense was 
able to keep the Ephs back, but 
four shots had to be saved by 
Griffith directly. The 45 minutes 
passed, leaving the Lion's time to 
regroup and try and find a way to 
get ahead. 

Unfortunately, Williams came 
out just as strong as ever, and 
within the first seven minutes of 
the second the Ephs had the ball 

in the Lions' zone and had three 
shots against them. 

One of these shots from sopho
more Audrey Thomas, off an assist 
from Kirshe, was able to slip past 
Griffith at 51:14. 

With the team down, the Lions 
needed to change up their play — oth
erwise, this game would be totally lost. 
Levering said she and the team knew 
what they needed to do. 

"I think we all knew that if we 
didn't pick up the intensity, Williams 
would have completely took control 
of the game," she said. "We definitely 
picked up the energy and really fought 
to the end to not allow up any more 
goals and provide some good chances 
on the attack." 

The game shifted into the same 
situation as Saturday's game, where 
each team would respond to the oth
er's advances with one of their own. 
Like Levering said, the offense had a 
lot of chances to even the score, but the 
Eph's defense kept them at bay. 

The Lions were able to get off six 
shots, a game total of 10, while Wil
liams took eight, a game total of 18. 

The team wasn't able to get the 
equalizer before the 90th minute 
came, and Williams College secured 
the win moving on to the semi finals 
against Johns Hopkins, which will 
take place on Friday. Dec. 5, in Kan
sas City, Mo. 

The Lions season ends here, but 
Levering said even though its hard, 
the team needs to look towards 
next year. 

"We start training again in the 
winter and spring for next season as 
we try and replace the spots of the se
niors that will graduate," she said. 

Photo courtesy of the Sports Information Desk 

Sophomore Jesse Thoreson prepares for his match. 
By Christopher Drabik 
Correspondent 

The College's wrestling team 
saw plenty of action before 
Thanksgiving break, including 
the first home match of the year 
where it honored the late, for
mer head coach David Icenhow-
er. After a moment of silence to 
honor the Hall-of-Fame coach, 
who lost his battle to cancer ear
lier this year, the Lions went on 
to shutout the King's College 
Monarchs, 46-0. 

The College's lineup, fea
turing four freshmen and seven 
underclassmen in total, did not 
drop a match against King's 
College and capped off the 
win with an exciting pin by 
sophomore Patrick Schinder. 
Schinder was down 4-1 to 

King's College's Brad Lucas, 
coming off his own injury tim
eout when he sealed the win 
with 39 seconds remaining in 
the period. 

The match started off with 
three freshmen setting the tone 
for the College. James Gold-
schmidt, Devon LaFranco and 
Ryan Budzek all picked up 
their first home victories in 
their early collegiate careers. 

With another three wins by 
forfeit, two major decisions and 
a win by the only senior in the 
lineup, team captain Nathaniel 
Leer, this was a total team vic
tory for the College. 

"The match against King's 
was a success," coach Joseph 
Galante said. "We paid tribute 
to our past coach, honored 30 
alumni, high school coaches. 

had fans come to support us, 
raised money for the Endow
ment Fund and wrestled well. 
When those things happen, it's 
a TCNJ win." 

Reflecting on the College's 
big night, both on and off the 
mat, Galante added. "It is a 
great feeling, and we thank 
the individuals who make it 
all happen but never get recog
nized. You know who you are. 
and thank you." 

Also picking up wins for the 
Lions were sophomore Nick 
Herring, junior Antonio Man-
cella, junior Doug Hamann. 
sophomore Jesse Thorsen and 
freshman Kyle Lynch. 

The College was back 
in action the following 
weekend as they hosted the 
TCNJ Fall College Open. 
Although there was no team 
scoring, a few Lions stood 
out throughout the tourna
ment. Ryan Budzek and 
Doug Hamann took home 
fourth place in their respec
tive weight classes while 
Nathaniel Leer and Antonio 
Mancella were the only Li
ons to advance to the final 
match. Both Leer and Man
cella lost in the final bout, 
taking home second place. 

The team will take the 
mat again on Saturday. 
Dec. 6, at York College of 
Pennsylvania for the New 
Standard Invitational. 
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DORM Kevin Luo 
"The ReF' 

Peter Fiorilla 
News Editor 

Gabe Allen 
Staff Writer 

George Tatoris 
Staff Writer 

In this week s Around the Dorm, the "Ref," Kevin Luo, asks our panel of experts three questions: Who is the favorite to w in 
this year s Heisman lrophy, can John Calipari's "platoon system" be successful in college basketball now and in the future, 
and which team has the best shot to win the AFC North? 

1. Who is your favorite to win the Heis
man Trophy? 
GaberThe favorite for the Heisman at 
this point in the season has to be Or
egon quarterback Marcus Mariota, but 
if Florida State continues to win games 
like they have been, it'd be foolish 
to count out. Seminoles quarterback 
Jameis Winston. 
Peter:The clear favorite has to be Or
egon QB Marcus Mariota, who has led 
the Ducks to a 10-1 mark and a likely 
BCS berth. Each of the last four Heis
man winners — and seven of the last 
eight — have been quarterbacks at 
the top of the rankings, and Mariota 
is by far the most dominant player at 
the position in college football. Last 
week he broke the Pac-12 record for 
TDs in a season with 42, and he'll 
likely throw for several more against 
a weak Oregon State defense to close 
out the regular season. There's no 
question that in a quarterback-happy 

voting system, Mariota is the cream of 
the crop. He's also extremely mobile, 

AP Photo 

mistake-free and has the burning desire 
that only the best athletes can maintain 

— he has the heart of a champion. There 
are other deserving candidates for the 
Heisman, such as Wisconsin RB Mel-
vin Gordon, but Mariota fits the check 
list voters reference when deciding who 
gets it — he's likeable, hard-working 
and throws the ball — so it would be a 
pretty huge shock if Mariota didn't walk 
away with the Heisman. 
George: Marcus Mariota. He took a big 
risk skipping out on the NFL Draft to 
come back for another season with the 
Ducks, but the payoff was well worth 
it. Mariota's performance on the field 
this season has been phenomenal. This 
season saw him get 42 touchdowns in 
a single season, a Pac 12 record. With 
just one game left in the regular season, 
the Oregon QB has been passing for 
3,103 yards with just 2 interceptions 
and rushing for 597. On top of this, Or
egon holds a top-two seed, according to 
the playoff selection committee thanks 
to the QB. 

Peter gets 3 points for the recent Heisman history analysis. George gets 2 p oints for the Mariota analysis, and Gabe gets 1 p oint for talking about Winston. 

2.Will John Calipari's "platoon system" 
work with Kentucky this season and into 
the future? 

Gabe: John Calipari's "platoon system" 
is going to work this year, and 1 expect 
them to win the NCAA tournament 

pretty convincingly. However, Calipari 
being able to put this kind of talent to
gether on a yearly basis will be border
line impossible. Yes, players want to 
play at a prestigious school like UK, but 
there are so many quality schools with 
amazing programs, and there are plenty 
of beautiful places to live, study and play 
college basketball outside of Kentucky. 
Peter: It will look good and validate 
Calipari, if only because of the extraor
dinary talent Kentucky has recruited. 
It's hard to see this team being any
thing less than suffocating on defense, 
regardless of the system: With so many 
monstrous athletes and shot-blocking 
AU-Americans, many of whom are vir
tual locks to make NBA rosters, the 
worst-case scenario for Kentucky is 
they look unimpressive on offense and 
bust a few brackets with an early col
lapse. But I ex pect them to make a deep 

run in March Madness, as the platoon 
system and Calipari soak up credit for 
an unstoppable defense that will prob
ably have more to do with the incredible 
roster than anything else. 
George: Kentucky is definitely mak
ing the platoon system work for them. 
The whole platoon thing allows some 
of their best players the chance to let 
loose without having to worry about 
pacing themselves. This coupled with 
all the talent the Wildcats have this 
season makes for a deadly combina
tion on the court. Because there are 
so many skilled freshmen on the team, 
and because Calipari is scoping out 14 
prospective uncommitted players for 
next season — the highest number of 
potential recruits for UK under Cali
pari — Kentucky will be able to make 
the platoon system work for them for a 
long time. 

George gets 3 points for saying Kentucky players will have more energy. Peter gets 2 points for discussing Kentucky's defense, and Gabe gets 1 point because Cal has been able to recruit well. 

3. Which team do you think will win 
the AFC North, where everyone is at 
least three games above .500? 
Gabe:This may very well come down 
to the final week of the season, but I 
like the Baltimore Ravens. The big 
question opening the year seemed to be 
at running back given Ray Rice's legal 
troubles, but Justin Forsett has broken 
out and is having a stellar season. Bal
timore seems like the most complete, 
as well as the most consistent of the 
four teams, and ultimately I expect the 
Ravens to prevail. 
Peter: Little separates the four teams 
in the AFC North, but if any of them 
are favorites to take the division title, 
it has to be the Baltimore Ravens. The 
Bengals have one of the most talented 
teams in football, but regularly shoot 
themselves in the foot — think of Andy 
Dalton's Jekyll and Hyde act — and 
struggle to field a full-strength team. 
The Steelers have absolutely no dis
cipline or consistency, much like the 
Bengals, and it's impossible to give 

a vote of confidence to a team which 
choked against the Jets (the Jets!). And 
the historically inept Browns have an 
intimidating schedule down the stretch: 
They play four teams above .500, and 
travel for three of their final five games. 
That just leaves the relatively injury-free 
Ravens, whose opponents are 26-29, to 
win the AFC North using the knowledge 
they've cultivated from previous trips 
to the playoffs. 
George: The Steelers are favorite 
to come out on top. Even though the 
standings are close in the AFC North, 
the Steelers have the best QB in the 
division. This season, Roethlisberger 
has the most yardage, the most touch
downs, the most years of experience 
and the least interceptions thrown by 
any AFC North QB. When it comes to 
close matches like the one in the AFC 
North, it's always good to check out 
the quarterbacks to get an idea of who 
will come out on top. In the end, a 
good QB can always bring out the best 
in a team. 

ter gets 3 points for mentioning all of the teams in the ditision. George gets 2l™"">r 

cussing the import.nee of. quarterhack. nnd Gahe gets I po.nt for dLscussmg Forsett. 

Peter wins Around the Dorm 8-7-3. 
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The top 10 reasons to 
write for The Signal: 

10. We don't haze. 

9. We aren't vampires. 

8. It looks good on a resume. 

7. It will make your parents proud. 

6. We kill ants. 

5. We are punny. 

4. There's a basketball hoop in our office. 

3. We get free food. 

2. All the cool kids are doing it. 

1. Why not? 

Contact us at signal@tcnj.edu 
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Men's Basketball 

Men's basketball keeps pace in NJAC 
Seniors lead team in physical battle 

Photo courtesy of the Sports Information Desk 

Junior Bobby Bracket leads the College in a tough loss. 
By Josh Kestenbaum 
Correspondent 

In an emotional and physical game, 
the Lions were able to pull out an impres
sive win over their New Jersey Athletic 
Conference rivals, the Montclair State 
University Red Hawks. The Lions won 
in commanding fashion with a score of 
72-58 in Packer Hall on Saturday, Nov. 
22. The College was led by seniors Jay-
son Johnson and Skyelar Ettin, who had 
23 and 20 points, respectively. 

Following a tough loss to Western 

Connecticut State University, the Lions 
came into the game with high energy and 
high hopes. The game began with the dis
tinct emotion of an NJAC rivalry game. 

The College took an early 8-0 lead only 
2:32 into the game but the Red Hawks 
soon closed the gap. With a little over nine 
minutes remaining in the half, the score 
was 19-15 with the Lions leading. 

At the 9:11 mark in the first half, ju
nior Bobby Brackett found himself alone 
with no one between him and the bas
ket. However, when going for the layup, 
he was taken out of the air violently by 

Montclair's Jerome Hilton. Both players 
hit the floor and proceeded to get into a 
tangle while the members of both teams, 
who were on the court at the time, came 
to the aid of their respective teammate. 

Calls of "T him up!" came up from 
the home crowd, calling for a technical 
foul on Hilton. Both Hilton and Brack
ett were slapped with technical fouls, but 
Brackett was given two free throws, one 
of which he sank. 

Among the chaos, head coach Kelly 
Williams was able to calm his team and 
refocus their minds. 

"I've been prepping them and telling 
them how competitive and how physical 
this game is, and it came to light today," 
Williams said. 

Following this altercation, there was 
an incredible, electric feeling in the gym
nasium, and the crowd was completely 
fired up. Thanks to Williams's efforts to 
refocus his players and the fans' energy, 
the Lions took the first half 36-29. 

The second half was noticeably clean
er, for the most part. The Lions were able 
to open up a double digit lead a couple of 
times. They shot over 50 percent on field 
goals, three pointers and free throws in 
the second half, and Johnson put up 14 
of his 23 points. 

With 1:25 remaining in the game and 
the Lions leading by 13, Brackett was 
once again taken down violently on a 
breakaway layup. A crowd gathered 
around the* two players as Brackett once 
again went after the offending Montclair 

player, and both teams came to their 
player's aid. 

This time, technical fouls were as
sessed to freshman Eiias Bermudez and 
Montclair's Chris Torres. Along with 
the technical, Torres was subsequently 
ejected from the game due to the danger
ous nature of the foul on Brackett. Both 
teams were awarded two free throws 
and each team made one. 

The Lions were once again able to 
buckle down, and they secured a very 
important win over their NJAC rival and 
earned a 1-0 record against conference 
opponents. 

"I'm so proud of our guys handling it 
the way they did," Williams said after the 
game. "That's an NJAC basketball game." 

On Tuesday, Nov. 25, however, the 
Lions fell to their conference opponent 
Rutgers-Camden in a c lose 74-71 battle. 
This dropped their conference record to 
1-1 with plenty of the season left, includ
ing one more game each against Mont
clair and Rutgers-Camden. 

Following such a close conference 
loss, the Lions went into New York City 
to take on the City College of New York 
on Saturday, Nov. 29. Led by Brackett 
with 25 points and Johnson with 24, the 
Lions emerged victorious from their 
battle with the CCNY Beavers with a 
score of 76-61. 

The Lions return home on Wednes
day, Dec. 3, to take on the Stockton Os-
preys in a conference game at 6 p.m. in 
Packer Hall. 

Swimming and Diving 

Swimming struggles during busy week 
By Jess Ganga 
Social Media Editor 

The College's women's swimming and 
diving team competed in the Frank Elm Invi
tational at Rutgers University on Friday, Oct. 
21, to Sunday, Oct. 23. Despite the tough loss 
to a strong New York University team the 
previous weekend, the women showed that 
they are able to come back and still perform 
at their best. 
"Unfortunately, illness and injuries hit our 

team at that meet, but we still had some out
standing personal performances, women's 
head coach Jennifer Harnett said about the 
team's loss to NYU. "The Frank Elm invite 
was a great opportunity to swim against so 
many other top Division I & II teams who 
were rested and shaved while we were not. 

Overall, the women performed well dur
ing the two days of swimming competitions 
and posted impressive times. 

On Saturday, Oct. 22, the swimmers raced 
in the preliminary heats against Division 1 
teams from a variety of universities. 

Senior Summer Thomas, and freshmen 
Marta Lawler, Debbie Meskin and Jill 
Galindo competed in the 400-yard indi
vidual medley race. The women touched 
the wall one right after the other while 
posting times of 4:54.63,5:02.63,5:06.51 
and 5:10.21, respectively. 

Junior Noelle DeLusant, and freshmen 
Tatiana Greiner and Kirstyn Shibla had the 
top three times of the team's swimmers in 
the 100-yard butterfly. DeLusant swam for 
a time of 1:01.89 followed by Greiner and 
Shibla with 1:01.60 and 1:06.89. 

DeLusant and Greiner, along with 
freshman Katie Kilfeather, also swam the 

Photo courtesy of th e Sports Information Desk 

The Lions compete in the Frank Elm Invitational. 
fastest times for the team in the 100-yard 
backstroke. Greiner finished with a time 
of 1:04.82, and Kilfeather came in one just 
behind her at 1:05.50. DeLusant touched 
the wall at 1:07.11. 

Sisters junior Lauren Rothstein and fresh
man Emily Rothstein, along with freshman 
Ali Huber, competed in the 200-yard free-

of 2:02.36, which placed her 72 out of the 
98 swimmers who swam for the event. The 
younger Rothstein and Huber also had good 
times of 2:05.64 and 2:04.64, respectively. 

On Sunday, the final day for the events, 
the women were as equally impressive 
as they were the previous day. The day 
opened up with the preliminary heats in 

style The elder Rothstein swam for a time the 200-yard backstroke where Galindo, 

Kilfeather, junior Elizabeth Spanfelner 
and freshman Meaghan Burke swam for 
the women's team. Galindo and Kilfeather 
finished with close times of 2:21.52 and 
2:22.14. Spanfelner and Burke finished the 
race with times of 2:28.77 and 2:35.52. 

In th e tiring and endurance testing 1650-
yard freestyle, senior Katie Reilly was able to 
place 42 out of the 48 swimmers in the event. 
Reilly swam with a time of 19:31.02 

Thomas and DeLusant were able to make 
it past the preliminary heats to qualify for the 
finals of the evening in th e 200-yard butter
fly. In the preliminary heat, DeLusant posted 
a time of 2:31.05 but did not compete in the 
final race of the event because there were not 
enough swimmers to fill the heat. Thomas 
competed in the race and touched the wall at 
2:19.74, which was almost six seconds faster 
than her time during the preliminary race. 

The team's weekend and personal bests 
are what Hamett wanted for her team. 

"It let everyone focus on their own indi
vidual events so that we can start to get an 
idea of what events to focus on for our own 
TCNJ Invite in December, which we will rest 
for," Hamett said. 

Hamett said the focus for the season 
has always been the METS championships 
at the end of their season and winning the 
NJAC championships. 

"I always tell my team, the first half of the 
season are the meets where we work on race 
strategy and technique," she said. 

With those two considerable champi
onships ahead of them, Hamett is happy 
where her team is now. 

"When we have everyone healthy 
again, our team will be a strong contend
er," she said. 
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ANSWER OF RIDDLE FROM PAGE 21: 
THE WORD 'INCORRECTLY* 

WINTER 
SNOWMAN 
SNOWFLAKE 
BLIZZARD 
COLD 
MITTENS 
SLED 
FROST 
SKATES 
IGLOO 
SHOVEL 
HAT 
JACKET 
BOOTS 
HOTCOCOA 
ICE 
SCARF 
FOOTPRINTS 
WHITE 
ICICLE 
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DO YOU DRAW 
COMICS? 

DO YOU HAVE A 
SUGGESTION FOR 

SOMETHING 
FUN NEXT 
SEMESTER? 

EMAIL US AT 
SIGNAL@TCNJ.EDU! 

WHAT WORD IN THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE IS ALWAYS SPELLED 
INCORRECTLY? (ANSWER ON P. 2 0) 

PUZZLE #1 
6 7 3 

1 8 9 5 
5 6 4 
9 2 8 

7 6 3 
9 7 5 

6 3 8 
9 3 5 2 

2 4 6 

PUZZLE #2 
3 8 9 

9 6 
8 5 4 3 

8 2 
1 3 7 8 

4 6 
6 4 5 1 

4 3 
9 1 3 
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Field Hockey 

Hatch / Finishes legendary career on top 

Field Hockey 

Nationals / Field Hockey takes home title 

She more than quadrupled her assists from 
last season, going from just five to 21. 

While it's clear that Hatch's dominant 
offensive presence and knack for scoring 
vital goals carried the College to success, 
she proved that her gameplay is about do
ing what's best for the team and working 
hard for the girls beside her on the field or 
cheering on the bench. 

"I always hope that the example 1 set 
is the main component of my leader
ship," Hatch said. "I think that having a 
good character and presenting yourself 
how you want to be perceived and kind 
of emulating other leaders - 1 believe 
that's the main drive that I have." 

Hatch's triumphant field hockey ca
reer was capped off with a perfect end
ing - holding a national championship 
trophy alongside her best friends. 

With the season's conclusion, Hatch 
is looking to go on to graduate school 
next year, but she has no intention of 
the leaving the sport. She plans to coach 
field hockey and stay involved in the 
program as much as she can, giving 
back a little bit of what field hockey 
gave to her. 

"Lindsey's field hockey skill speaks 
for itself," Waller said. "She is easily 
one of the best players that I h ave been 
able to play with not only on the college 
level but the high school level, too. She 
was so successful this year because of 
the goals she set in her mind and that 
she was able to reach." 

Photos courtesy of the Sports Information 

The Lions celebrate the field hockey program's 11th NCAA championship victory after a 2-0 shutout win over Bowdoin College. 
continued from page 1 

To advance into the finals, the College 
battled against Middlebury College, who 
entered the game as the second-ranked 
team in the country with a 19-1 record 
and riding a 15-game winning streak. 
However, the Panthers were unsuccessful 
in reaching the final, sacrificing two goals 
to the Lions — one in each half — du ring 
the game on Saturday, Nov. 22. 

The first goal came from senior and lead
ing goal scorer Lindsey Hatch, who was 
nothing but spectacular all season long. Af
ter taking a comer. Hatch was able to find 
the ball again and punch it into the cage for 
her 33rd goal of the season. 

But five minutes into the second half, 
the Lions struck again. Sophomore Alicia 
Wagner found the net with an assist from 
sophomore Lexi Smith. Just minutes 
prior, Wagner attempted a shot that went 

wide of the net. 
With the lead, it was all up to the de

fense to preserve the advantage. 
The defense held up their side of the 

game, keeping the final score to 2-0. 
And it was the defense of the Lions 

who completed the perfect tournament 
story - they never surrendered a goal in 
all four games. 

Sophomore goalie Lexi Schlupp saved 
all five of the Panthers' on-shot goals. 

"We had each other's backs no mat
ter what," Schlupp said. "We played re
ally well today. Our defense has a very 
strong chemistry." 

But Bowdoin College entered the 
championship game on Sunday, Nov. 22, 
just as hot, carrying a 55-game winning 
streak against non-conference opponents 
and a 19-2 record on the season. 

It was the Lions, however, who didn't 
miss a step and were able to get on the 

board first with a goal by sophomore Ja-
clyn Douglas off an official assist from 
senior Erin Healy and an unofficial assist 
from fellow senior Victoria Martin. 

But Healy only needed five minutes to 
knock in one of her own off a beautiful pass 
from Smith, giving the Lions a cushion to 
hang onto for the rest of the game. 

Healy showed why she was later named 
the most outstanding player of the tourna
ment, not only making plays on offense, 
but on defense too. Specifically, she made 
a great run to stop the Polar Bears' attack 
off a corner. 

While the Bowdoin more than dou
bled the number of shots the College had 
and triple the number of corners. But the 
Lions' defense was as good as ever, pre
serving the 2-0 shutout. 

With the win, the College became 
the first team in the tournament's his
tory to win the championship without 

allowing a single goal, particularly thanks 
to Schlupp, who had a game-high five 
saves. The accomplishment was also 
achieved largely on behalf of Smith s 
efforts, which were brilliant on both of
fense and defense all season. Schlupp 
and Smith were both named to the all-
tournament team. 

"The girls play very well together, and 
I was hoping we would have the type ot 
performance we did yesterday." Pflugef 
said. "I feel that we did that today, too. 
and that's why they are walking off the 
field happy today. I'm so proud of them. 

This game was the last for seniors 
Healy, Hatch, Martin, Amanda Krause. 
Marissa Pennypacker and Erin Waller, 
who were all part of the 2011 national 
championship team as freshmen. They 
came in as champions and will leave as 
champions, forever part of the College s 
powerful field hockey program. 

continued from page 24 

"She's been a wonderful addition to 
our program, and only having been here 
for two seasons, it feels like she's been 
here for four," Pfluger said. "She has 
such a high skill set. She's really easy 
to work with. I really can't say enough 
good things about her." 

Hatch sees her success with the Lions 
as a direct result of the players she is 
surrounded by at the College. With the 
offensive backing of players like senior 
forwards Erin Healy and Jaclyn Doug
las and midfielder Erin Waller, along 
with consistent feeds from sophomore 
defender Lexi Smith, Hatch was able to 
lead the NJAC in goals, break into the 
College's 10th spot on the all-time scor
ing list with 132 goals and record the 
second-best point total in one season in 
the program's history with 85. 

"We have a great team dynamic," 
Hatch said, crediting her team for her 
success. "I think it's just cool to see how 
we're all growing up together and just 
really learning from each other and de
veloping as players, I think that helps 
with our dynamic - just watching each 
other develop." 

But Hatch has been developing her 
skills alongside one of her teammates, 
classmate Waller, for eight years. Play
ing together in high school, the two were 
reunited on the field when Hatch made 
her debut at the College. 

Photo courtesy of t he Sports Information Desk 

Hatch and teammates celebrate a goal in the NCAA tournament. 

The pair met during a run on the first 
day of high school practice when Waller 
noticed Hatch struggling at the end and 
went back to run with her new friend even 
though she had already finished. 

It was only fitting that they'd run to
gether again, but this time as Lions. 

"She is one of the hardest working 
people I k now," Waller said. "When she 
sets a goal, you better make sure you 
are not in the way of it. She is the type 
of leader that leads by example and is a 
great upperclassmen to follow." 

While Hatch set her mind to lead the 

team to its universal goal of winning Na
tionals, she always had her own goal in 
mind - not to increase her amount goals, 
but to up her numbers in assists. 

"That was definitely a big goal I had 
coming in to the season," Hatch said. 
"Last season, 1 d idn't really have many 
assists, and I want to be a playmaker as 
well as a finisher because I think it's really 
important to be well-rounded. I'm happy 
to be contributing to other people's suc
cess as well." 

And it turns out that Waller was right: 
Nothing got in the way of Hatch this year. 
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Women's Basketball 

Lions continue solid start to season 
Sneak past division rival Rutgers-Camden 

By Anthony Caruso 
Staff Writer 

In the past two weeks, the Col
lege's women's basketball team 
went 2-1 in three games. Its only 
loss came in conference action at 
Packer Hall against the Montclair 
State Red Hawks. 

Its wins came against the 
Moravian College Greyhounds 
and the Rutgers-Camden Scarlet 
Raptors. The Lions are currently 

1-1 in the New Jersey Athletic 
Conference, and the College is in 
the middle of the pack in the con
ference standings. 

The College got back on track 
with a 52-50 win at Rutgers-Cam
den on Tuesday, Nov. 25. This im
proved the College's record to 3-2, 
while Rutgers-Camden dropped 
to 1-4 in the young season. 

Senior Jessica Goldbach led 
the offense with 15 points. Se
nior Kelly Coughlin and junior 

Angelica Esposito, who each had 
12 points, followed her. 

Junior Christina Merlin 
added five points, while senior 
Kylie O'Donnell and sopho
more Katy Amato contributed 
four points each. 

Tanjae Lewis, who scored a 
game-high 20 points, led Rut
gers-Camden. Freshman Mi
chelle Obasi added 17 points, 
while junior Krystale Cook 
scored six points. Senior Alex 
Graveness scored three points, 
and freshman Cara Racobaldo 
and senior Irene Grimanis each 
had two points. 

The Scarlet Raptors and the 
Lions exchanged the lead four 
times. The Lions led by as much 
as seven points at 8:31 in the first 
half, while the Scarlet Raptors 
had a three point lead at 3:27 in 
the first. 

Rutgers-Camden dominated 
with 26 points in the paint while 
the College had 18. However, 
the College had 19 points off of 
turnovers, while the Scarlet Rap
tors had 11. 

The Lions led by one point 
at halftime with a 28-27 score. 
Both teams would score less than 
25 points in the second half, and 
the Lions also scored one more 
point than Rutgers-Camden in 
this half, as well. 

On Friday, Nov. 28 in Bethle

hem, Pa., the Lions were able to pick 
up their second victory with a 79-70 
win in overtime over the Moravian 
College Greyhounds. The College 
outscored the home team 13-4 in 
overtime to coast to victory. 

Goldbach had 20 points, while 
O'Donnell added 14. Junior Jess 
Lynch added 12, while sopho
more Angelica Esposito had 11 
and Coughlin had 10. 

Freshman Nikki Schott came 
off the bench to add six points. 
Junior Christina Merlin added 
four, and sophomore Kim Dana 
had two points. 

Alexis Wright, who had a 
game-high 24 points, led the 
Greyhounds. Sophomore Nel
lie Tanguay had 11 points. Both 
sophomores Morgan Calabrese 
and Natalie Vanderlaan-Meyering 
contributed eight points. 

Junior Marie Rossingnoli 
scored six points, and junior Em
ily McDonnell had five points 
while junior Alesha Marcks had 
four points. Freshman Taylor 
Freeman and junior Karlee Corv-
asce had two points each. 

This game had seven lead 
changes, and the Lions had an 11-
point lead at 7:50 in the first half. 
The Greyhounds had a five point 
lead at the 12-minute mark in the 
Second half. 

The Lions had 20 bench 
points, while the Greyhounds had 

18. Both teams had 28 points in 
the paint, while the College had a 
huge advantage in points off turn
overs at 31 to eight. 

On Saturday, Nov. 22, the 
Lions lost 51-43 at Packer Hall. 
The team was up 20-16 at half-
time, then the Red Hawks out-
scored the Lions by 12 (35-23) 
in the second half. 

Melissa Tobie, who had 15 
points, led the Red Hawks. Se
nior Janitz Aquino added 13, 
while junior Kayla Ceballos had 
11. Freshman Katie Sire had six, 
while junior Jasmine Brandon, 
sophomore Sage Bennett and 
freshman Kate Tobie had two 
points each. 

Esposito, who had 12 points, 
led the home team. Coughlin and 
O'Donnell had eight points each. 
Lynch had seven points. 

Goldbach had a season-low 
four points, while Merlin and 
Schott had two points each. 

The Red Hawks biggest lead 
was eight points with 13 seconds 
left in the game. The Lions led 
by 10 points with 5:06 left in the 
first half. 

Both teams had 12 points off 
of turnovers. The Red Hawks 
had 28 points in the paint, while 
the Lions only had 14. The visi
tors also had 13 points off the 
bench, while the home team had 
nine points. 

Cheap Seats 

Kayla Montgomery overcomes MS 
By Kevin Luo 
Staff Writer 

It's a pretty scary sight to see athletes 
collapse, especially when they're screaming 
and writhing in pain. When you see com
petitors in that much pain during a sporting 
event,you feel immense sympathy for them, 
and you worry about whether they'll be able 
to compete again. If I saw athletes collapse 
during or after consecutive sporting events, 
I'd probably ask why they would put them
selves through so much pain. This is the case 
with a runner from Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina named Kayla Montgomery. 

After crossing the finish line, Mont
gomery, from Mount Tabor High School, 
would collapse into her coach's arms 
after every race and experience tremen
dous pain. She would scream things like 
"My legs. Where'd they go? Please help 
me. Please help me find my legs." 

The reason Montgomery collapses in 
pain after every race is because she has 
Multiple Sclerosis, also known as MS. MS 
is a disease that affects the nervous system 
by blocking or slowing down nerve signals 
which can cause muscle weakness, numb
ness and many other problems throughout 
the body. In Montgomery's case, when she 
tuns, her body temperature heats up which 
triggers h er MS and causes her legs to go 
completely numb. Then, when she finishes 
the race, she is unable to properly stop, 
causing her to collapse in pain. Her coaches 
and support team then try to cool her down 
as fast as possible so she can regain feeling 
in her legs, according to ESPN. 

Montgomery was diagnosed with MS 
when she was 14 years old and playing trav
el soccer. She had no feeling in her legs for 
about eight months and slowly regained it 
back with the help of medication. Because 
of the disease, she had to give up soccer and 
all contact sports. She then began compet
ing in track,running the two-mile event. Her 
coach, Patrick Cromwell, said that when she 
started, he considered her to be an average 
runner with a chance to make the varsity 

squad by her senior season. Montgomery 
also admitted that she wasn't that fast when 
she first started. 

However, Montgomery was determined 
to become far better than average. When she 
started running, she told her coach that she 
didn't want any preferential treatment and 
wanted to be pushed just like every other 
runner. She quickly got better as she learned 
to pace herself and develop her speed, de
spite having no feeling in her legs. She 

earned a varsity spot, became the fastest on 
the team and then started training with the 
boys. Before long, she became one of the 
fastest female runners in the state. Coach 
Cromwell pushed her and supported her ev
ery step of the way. 

In her final high school race, the state 
championship race during her senior season, 
Montgomery's true fight and determination 
showed through. Early in the race, she got 
tripped up and fell behind the pack. Howev
er, she quickly got up and raced to catch up 
with the rest of the girls. She then made it to 
the front of the pack with the other leaders. 
Toward the end, she took the lead and was 
trying to hold off some of the other top run
ners in the state. She then kicked it i nto an 
extra gear and sprinted as fast as she could 
to the finish line where she collapsed into 
her coach's arms one last time. 

Montgomery became the North Carolina 
state champion in the two-mile event and 
was the 21st ranked runner at her event in 
the country with a time of 10 minutes and 43 
seconds. She now runs cross country for Lip
scomb University. 

Many people might question why Mont
gomery does what she does. Why does she 
continue to push herself through all the pain? 
Montgomery says that running makes her feel 
normal and that running makes everything 
fine. She also says that she doesn't know how 
much longer she'll have use of her legs and 
wants to make the most out of the time she 
has. Montgomery is more than just a great run
ner. She is an inspirational example of pushing 
yourself to do your best no matter what might 
be holding you back. 



Lindsey Hatch caps off historic career 
Perfect ending with National Championship 
By Julie Kayzerman 
Sports Editor 

Lindsey Hatch grew up 
wanting to play field hockey 
just like her mother - so that's 
what she did. 

While Hatch was just an in
fant, she watched her mother 
play in women's league games, 
absorbing all that the field hock
ey world had to offer. 

Her mother and her friends in
troduced her to the stick, playing 
around with her and teaching her 
skills before their games. Hear
ing the clap of the ball touching 
the stick, the bang of a goal in the 
back of the cage and the swoosh
ing of grass under the shoes of 
the players - Hatch seemed to 
get hooked on the sport, and she 
never looked back. 

"(My mom) definitely had a 
big influence on making me the 
player 1 am today," Hatch said. 

But while it's clear she's al
ways loved the sport, playing 
under the coaching of her mom 
in recreation programs and for 
the Varsity team at Washington 
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Senior Lindsey Hatch dribbles the ball downfield during a Lions' victory. 
Township High School, Hatch 
never gave much thought of play
ing field hockey in college. In fact, 
she never really thought she would. 

"I never even thought about it," 
Hatch said. "It wasn't something 1 
always looked forward to. But one 
day my coach said, 'You know you 
can play in college, right?"' 

Hatch followed through, but 
she had no idea she'd be the back

bone of the College's women's 
field hockey offense this season, 
leading them to the program's 
11th National Championship this 
season with incredible speed, 
seasoned stick-handling and 
humble leadership. 

"I was always carted around with 
(my mom) on weekends, watch
ing her games," Hatch said of her 
mother, who played in a women's 

league after college. "So (playing 
field hockey) was just something 
that came naturally — I d idn't re
ally think twice about it." 

The natural talent of Hatch, a 
senior psychology major, has cer
tainly shined through for the Lions 
during her senior year this season, 
scoring her 100th career goal, add
ing 32 goals and 21 assists this sea
son and leading her team to victory 

with seven game-winning goals. 
But the two-time South At

lantic Region Player of the Ye ar 
doesn't like to talk about her in
dividual accomplishments. While 
Hatch sees consistent recognition 
in the New Jersey Athletic Con
ference, being named the Atta ck 
Player of the Year, earning 2014 
All-NJAC First Team honors and 
two NJAC Offensive Player of 
the Week honors, it's her team 
that she recognizes first. 

"It's always great to be recog
nized by your stats as a concrete 
way of comparing yourself to the 
legacy this program has," Hatch 
said. "But I think what really con
tributes to all those points is the 
team and how well the team re
ally works together. I'm just the 
final player to touch the ball." 

The senior forward trans
ferred to the College as a junior 
after spending two years playing 
at Fairfield University in Con
necticut. But to Coach Sharon 
Pfluger, it feels like she's been 
coaching Hatch much longer. 

see HATCH page 22 

Women's soccer falls in national tournament 
By Michael Battista 
Staff Writer 

The women's soccer team demonstrated 
that even in an NCAA tournament filled 
with talent, they can still outplay oppo
nents as they earned a 3-1 victory over the 
Misericordia Cougars at Cole Field, Wil-
liamstown, Mass., on Saturday, Nov. 22. 

The team, however, was not able to 
keep this momentum going, as the next 
day, Sunday, Nov. 23, the team lost a heart-
breaker to the Williams College Ephs 1-0. 

The Cougars came into the game boasting 
a 19-2 record, with players like senior Megan 
Mahoney leading the team with 21 goals. 

The Lions, however, were not dis
traught in the face of such a challenge. 
Right off the bat in the first 10 minutes, 
the team was already showing how the 
game was going turn out. The Lions were 
able to take six shots on goal compared to 
one from the Cougars. 

The entire first half had the team show
ing their offensive strength, taking 15 shots 
against the Cougar's while only dealing 
with one goal save on defense. 

Sophomore Christine Levering attrib
uted this to the long break between last 
weekend's games. 

"1 think we had a good long week to pre
pare and we were ready for whoever came 
our way," she said. "We came out very 
strong, and I think that threw off Misericor
dia in the end." 

That strong beginning paid in divi
dends, as senior Korrie Harkins was able 
to blast in a goal at 33:24 to put the Lion's 
up 1-0. It didn't end there, however, as less 
than two minutes later, Harkins was able to 

connect off an assist from freshman Jessica 
Goldman and score again at 36:14. While this 
would seem like a good thing, Levering said it 
worried her more than anything. 

"After we scored two goals in the first, 
I was excited but nervous at the same 
time, she said. "If they scored one more 
goal, they were right back in the game, but 
if we scored again I knew it would be a 
lot harder for Misericordia to come back. 

There is always a chance of a comeback, 
and we knew that we had to play our hardest 
until the end to ensure the win," she said. 

Time ran down on the first half, leaving 
both teams trying to score that all impor
tant goal. 

The second half saw the Cougars come 
out with more ferocity, as they began to 
push harder on offense. For every Lions 
shot, Misericordia responded with a shot 
of their own. The Cougars were able to 
double their shots taken in the second com
pared to the first, with a total of nine. 

However, during this back and forth, 
Levering was able to calm her own wor
ries down as she scored for the Lions at 
65:05, making it 3-0 and giving the Cou
gars a difficult challenge to catch up. 

But like before, for every action by the 
Lions, the Cougars had one of their own. 
Misericordia quickly responded with a goal 
from senior Erin Roberts at 67:30. 

This would be their only goal, however, as 
the College's defense held up after 90 minutes, 
giving the team a 3-1 win. They didn't have 
much time to recover, though, as the team had 
to look towards the next day for the quarter fi
nal game against Williams College. 

see SOCCER page 16 

LIONS: J 
LINEUP ® 
DECEMBER 3, 2014 d 

e Around the Dorm 
page 17 

Wrestling dominates 
page 16 

Men's basketball gets tough 
page 19 

Kayla Montgomery 
Page 23 


