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Foster responds to backlash over UMF controversy 

Miguel Gonzalez / Photo Editor 

The president listens to feedback from students at the forum. 
By Elizabeth Zakaim 
Editor-in-Chief 

Tension, anguish and raw emotion sur
rounded the circle of students and admin
istrators as they watched the College's 
president slowly break down in tears. 

"I am devastated," President Kath-
ryn Foster said, after one student at the 
Lions' Hour forum stood up in front of 
everyone and admitted that he could not 
trust her. 

Nicholas Cernera, a junior philoso
phy and math double major, described 
a traumatizing moment in his and his 

friends' lives — he had to stop his best 
friend from raping another one of his 
best friends. He said that since that day, 
the victim of the incident has never been 
the same. 

"I've seen her mentally deteriorate," 
he said. His friend confided in him and 
her family, but otherwise remained un
comfortable confronting the incident. 
"I saw it destroy her life and I know it's 
strongly, strongly impacted mine, even 
though I was just a witness." 

He said that once he heard about Fos
ter's decision to overturn Chloe Wood
ward's case at her previous institution, the 

University of Maine at Farmington, and 
once he realized that he would never learn 
the details, he didn't know what to think. 

"I can't trust you, and I don't think 
anyone here can trust you," he said. 
"That sucks and that hurts — I'm scared 
of these feelings." 

Every word the student spoke pulled 
at Foster's heartstrings. 

"I knew I couldn't make it better, or 
make it better in the ways that people are 
asking me to make it better — and I can't 
talk to people about that," Foster said, al
luding to the fact that she had to respect 
federal privacy laws associated with an 
investigation of this nature. 

It hurts even more for her, she ex
plained, because she is still so new to the 
institution and is still trying to establish 
rapport with the student body. 

"This is an institution I love," she 
said. "I would have never wanted to sit 
in a room and have people say, 'we don't 
trust you and we'll never trust you.'" 

She asked the campus for what those 
at the forum tried to give — the benefit 
of the doubt. 

"We don't know each other yet and we 
only can get to know each other if we give 
each other a chance," Foster said as she 
rubbed tears from her eyes. "I don't want 
to make it sound like I did something 
wrong. I had a role to play and I played 
that role and a decision was made." 

On Monday, Feb. 4, Foster and other 
campus administrators, including Dean of 
Students and Title IX Officer Jordan Drap
er, Assistant Director of Anti-Violence 

Initiatives Michelle Lamming and Chief 
of Campus Police Timothy Grant, held a 
forum in the Decker Social Space at 4 p.m. 
to address student concerns regarding Fos
ter's involvement in overturning a sexual 
assault case at UMF. 

The administrators and students asked 
Foster questions concerning her attitude 
toward Title IX and AVI; other students 
shared their perspectives concerning 
how she handled the case. 

Foster wanted students to know that 
she was more than willing to hear from 
them about what she could do to help re
store a sense of understanding between 
her and the student body, to affirm her 
advocacy for Title IX and to reinforce 
her support for its campaign and policies. 

"One of the most tragic parts of all 
of this is that sense, especially as a new 
president, that people think, 'well maybe 
she won't have my back, or maybe she's 
indifferent to survivors or maybe she 
isn't concerned about sexual violence 
on campus or protection' — that is not 
true," Foster said. "I can't tell you how 
committed I am to that and in trying to 
make sure that this journey that we're on 
is a journey that we can do together and 
that I can take your lead." 

Students also had the opportunity to 
continue to express personal concerns over 
Foster's involvement in the controversy. 

Ryan Soldati, a junior communication 
studies major, said he felt dissapointed 
with the way Foster handled the 

see CASE page 3 

Sot family sues Landmark as victims continue to recover 
By Emmy Liederman 
Managing Editor 

Two months after a Dec. 2 car 
crash shattered the campus com
munity, families of the victims 
have been busy demanding jus
tice and fighting for the full re
covery of their loved ones. 

Anthony Gal ante, a sopho
more finance major, has been re
covering at Kessler Institute for 
Rehabilitation in West Orange, 
New Jersey, for more than five 
weeks. After sustaining a trau
matic brain injury, Galante must 
relearn how to walk, talk, feed 
and dress himself, according to 
his mother Kim Galante. Her 
son has begun to communicate 
with simple responses, but must 
re-strengthen his hand and legs, 
which were surgically repaired, 
before he can walk again. 

"He's making slow and steady 
progress," she said. "It's going 
to be a long recovery as we are 
looking at another four weeks in 
here and hopefully home with 

outpatient therapy after that." 
Ryan Moore, a senior market

ing major, has been in rehab for 
about a month now, according to 
his father Eric Moore. His son's 
girlfriend Jenna Passero, who was 
visiting the College on the week
end of the crash, has also been re
covering in physical therapy. 

"Every day they are doing a 
little bit better," Moore said. 

In an effort to seek justice for 
sophomore math major Michael 
Sot, whose death resulted from 
the crash, the Sot family has hired 
attorney David L. Wikstrom in a 
civil action lawsuit against the al
leged drunk driver, David Lamar 
V, and Campus Town's Landmark 
Americana Tap and Grill. 

The complaint, filed Dec. 26, 
contains four counts — a judge
ment against Lamar, Landmark's 
"over-serving and selling of alco
holic beverages to a visibly intoxi
cated patron," failure to properly 
train bartenders and staff and the 
bar's promotion and advertisement 
of excessive drinking. Michael Sot, 

Mourners place flowers at the site of the car crash. 
Sr. and Candice Buno-Sot, the vic
tim's parents, have requested a trial 
by jury. 

"Michael was an incredible 
young man who made a decision 
to be safe and keep others safe," 
Wikstrom said. "His actions and 
decisions are an example to all." 

Kim Galante recently in
formed her son that his close 

Emmy Liederman / Managing Editor 

friend and fraternity brother 
had died. 

"We think about Michael and 
his family often and recently 
broke the news to Anthony, who 
was very upset and overwhelmed 
by it," she said. 

This week, crash victim Matt 
DeGenova, a senior accounting 
major, starts physical therapy. 

DeGenova is thankful for the 
campus community's support in 
helping him navigate this diffi
cult time. 

"I'm really happy and grate
ful for my friends and all the 
support I got from the TCNJ 
community," he said. "It made 
coping with everything tremen
dously better for me." 
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StudentEc/ge 
FOR TCNJSTUDENTS 

Less time worrying about 
your finances. More time 
soaking up spring! Spencer 
Savings Bank can simplify 
your banking needs. 

;  FREE Gift with New 
Account Opening 

StudentEc/ge Checking 
ATM Fee 
Rebates* 

No Monthly 
Service Charge 

No Minimum 
Balance Requirement 

* FREE Online Banking 
with Bill Pay 

* FREE Mobile Banking 
with Check Deposit 

, FrEE ATM/VISA® 
Check Card 

StudentEc/ge Savings 

1.00% 
Combine with your StudentEc/ge Checking account 

nd schedule automatic transfers for an easy way to save! 

popmoney 
Send, request and receive money easily with 

email or mobile number! 

eStatements 
Fast, safe and eco-friendly, you can receive your 

same monthly statement online! 

Spencer Savings Bank 
Financial Center 
200 Campus Town Circle 
609-643-0767 

24/7 ATM ACCESS 
Lobby 
Mon - Fri: 9am-6pm 
Sat: 9am-lpm 

45̂ Spencer Savings Bank SLA 

21 Bra nches throughout New Jersey 1-800-363-8115 
•Studentfdge Checking: Customer must be 17-23 years of age to qualify for Student/Edge Checking. Upon reaching 24 years of age, the Student&toe 
Checking Account will be automatically converted into a Spencer Checking Account. ATM reb ates are limited to $8 per month from a non-Spencer 
AT machine. Minimum balance to open is $25. "Studentfiefge Savings: Customer must be 17-23 years of age and have an active Studentfdoe 
Checking Account to qualify for Student£dge Savings. Upon reaching 24 years of age the StudentEcfere Savings Account will be automatically 
converted into a Spencer Statement Savings Account. APY=Annual Percentage Yield. To earn the stated APY, t he account balance must have a 
minimum balance of $100 and maximum deposit of $25,000. Balances over $25,000 will earn 0.25% APY and balances under $25 will be charged a 
$1 monthly service charge. Interest is compounded daily and credited monthly. APY offered as of date of publication. Rates are subject to change 
Fees could reduce earnings on the account. 

spencersavings.com 

SKenber 
FWC 
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Case / President addresses community's concerns 
continued from page 1 

situation at UMF and that it impact
ed his opinion of her as a president. 

"I am a sexual assault survivor, 
and I feel betrayed by Dr. Foster's 
actions in this case and I feel less 
safe on this campus because of 
that," he said. 

Another student, Katherine Re
ese, a senior special education and 
women's gender and sexuality stud
ies dual major, asked Foster why 
she had not been more transparent 
with the College community about 
this controversy. 

"How did you think it was fair 
to not bring this up until the media 
broke?" she asked. "I think it was 
unfair for students to find out that 
day, and I'm really curious as to why 
you chose to hide this for so long." 

Foster was quick to explain that 
this wasn't a matter of hiding in
formation or trying to keep secrets 
from the campus community. 

According to Foster, the case 
only came out because it was leaked 
to the media and she responded as 
quickly as she could. Normally, 
cases such as these remain confi
dential to protect the privacy of the 
parties involved. She said that even 
when the case reaches a resolu
tion, she still will not be able to talk 
about the details. 

"This was not a cover-up," she 
said. "This was simply a situation of 
following the federal privacy laws." 

Foster urged students to under
stand that neither she nor any mem
ber of administration was trying to 
hide something from students. 

"There is no such thing as sweep
ing it under the rug, but what there is 
is privacy," Foster said. "And I think 
sometimes when people don't hear 
what the resolution is or don't hear 
what the outcome is, the assumption 
is maybe that nothing happened or 
there was no resolution." 

Foster also clarified that while 
she had the role of handling cases 
on second appeal at UMF, no such 
policy exists at the College. 

Draper also explained the ap
peals process at the College, 
which is outlined in more detail on 
page five. 

Foster described her role in han
dling appeals as one that requires a 
lot of sensitivity and care. She said 
that she had received training in the 
Title IX field at UMF (which was 
organized by external partners) 
such as bystander training and an
nual training with Title IX and oth
er organizations. 

"These are really difficult cases," 
she said. "You bring care, and you 

bring whatever integrity. Your role is 
prescribed. In that way, your role is 
in a quasi-judicial process — here, 
the Vice President of Student Affairs 
will do that." 

However, she could not specify 
whether or not it was typical of her 
to handle appeals in her position, 
or if she only handled it in that 
case specifically. 

"As the news article said, on sec
ond appeal in that conduct code it 
went to the president," she said. 

The worst part of this controver
sy for Foster is the frustration behind 
not being able to speak on her own 
behalf. It also concerns her that stu
dents' knowledge of the case, which 
primarily came from the Bangor 
Daily News, a Maine publication, 
would make them feel uncomfort
able under her leadership. 

"The fact that I was the source 
of hurt and anger and memories 
and triggers and all of that is an
guishing," she said. "It is excruciat
ing to not be able to talk about this 
case ... it crushes me that anything 
I was associated with would have 
had this impact." 

Media Coverage of the Case 
Foster took the unusual step on 

Jan. 30 of letting the campus com
munity know about certain media 
reports that included information 
about her involvement in overturn
ing a sexual assault case that oc
curred during her former presidency 
at UMF. 

In an email to the campus, Fos
ter acknowledged her authority to 
hear sexual assault cases on second 
appeal and that she ruled in favor 
of the male respondent involved in 
the case. Legally, however, she said 
she was unable to provide more de
tail due to privacy laws and because 
the case is currently the subject of a 
complaint before the Department of 
Education Office for Civil Rights. 

"Now as always, the safety and 
well-being of all campus members 
is my highest priority," she wrote. 

On Jan. 28, BDN released a 
story that documented the cases 
of two female students at UMF 
who were allegedly sexually as
saulted in 2017. They both went 
through the Title IX process 
where both investigations con
firmed that they were assaulted. 
However, through what BDN re
ports as "errors in the handling of 
their cases," that involved typos 
in the student conduct code and 
problems with due process, the 
initial findings were overturned 
and the accused perpetrators were 
allowed to remain on campus. 

Miguel Gonzalez / Photo Editor 

Grant and Draper explain the College's policies on campus safety and security. 
Woodward, now a junior, had 

her case overturned by Foster, 
who was serving as president of 
UMF at the time. 

After she reported the inci
dent to campus police, BDN re
ported that Woodward went to a 
Farmington district court in Feb. 
14, 2018. The judge granted her 
protection from abuse, ruling that 
the defendant posed as a credible 
threat and that he could be arrest
ed if he tried to contact her. 

Her case had to also be settled 
through Title IX at her school, after 
Woodward told BDN that she be
lieved campus police had reported 
the incident. The hearing was ini
tially scheduled for March 22,2018 
but was rescheduled to April. Just 
five days after the original hearing 
date, the College would announce 
Foster as its new president. 

However, according to Foster, 
the two timelines do not connect. 

Foster later explained in the 
Feb. 4 forum that she did not make 
a ruling in the UMF case until May, 
which was long after the search and 
interview process for the presiden
tial position at the College, which 
lasted from December to March. 

Woodward, her mother, Grant, 
and her lawyer, Nicole Bisson-
nette, were only told that the hear
ing was rescheduled after they 
called to confirm the location. 
Grant, frustrated, called Foster to 
complain. Foster then told her that 
since she had spoken to the alleged 
victim's mother, she would be un
able to rule in the case because she 
was no longer an "unbiased arbi
ter," according to BDN. 

Foster hears a sexual assault case at UMF on second appeal. 

Foster, however, would be seen 
intervening in the case after it was 
appealed. The hearing was moved 
to April 2 where the committee 
hearing the case found the accused 
guilty, and he was suspended for 
two years, according to BDN. How
ever, Woodward saw her alleged 
rapist on campus just a few days af
ter the hearing. 

The man involved had appealed 
the case and was therefore allowed 
to be on campus. The case was 
brought back to the original com
mittee, according to BDN, who 
further wanted to clarify whether 
or not Woodward was legally inca
pacitated, as she had been drinking 
the night of the assault and since she 
was not unconscious and could re
member the rape. 

According to BDN, neither 
Woodward, her mother nor her 
attorney knew that Foster had re
versed the original decision, asked 
to have the case reheard and had 
overturned the man's suspension. 
The paper also reported that Foster 
had urged Woodward to seek alco
hol counseling. 

The section of the student con
duct code that Foster said gave her 
the right to intervene contained a 
typo, according to BDN's report. 
Instead of referring readers to VE.l, 
where it should clarify the universi
ty's right to be involved in the case, 
it cited VE.l, according to BDN. 
Bissonnette was first told of the er
ror on Jan. 2. 

The school has since revised its 
conduct code, according to BDN. 

While Foster could not give 
BDN a specific explanation for why 
she reversed the case and why she 
disagreed with the judge and com
mittee's original ruling, she said 
after the Feb. 4 forum that after the 
appeals process, she had to provide 
a two-and-a-half-paged rationale for 
her decision. 

While Foster could not respond 
to specific aspects of the case that 
the BDN article brought to light, 
she acknowledged that the role the 
media played in shaping the story 
and the perspectives of those who 
read it. 

"It's very frustrating — it's very 
difficult for a decision maker to not 
be able to speak to something that 
is a perspective," she said. "People 
have jumped to conclusions from a n 
article — you can't unring that bell, 

and I can't speak to it." 

UMF Responds 
UMF, where Foster served as 

president for six years, is one of the 
seven public universities of Maine, 
which fall under the umbrella of the 
University of Maine Systems. 

Eric Brown, the interim presi
dent at UMF, made a statement at 
his campus shortly after the story 
broke. He provided the UMF com
munity with a number of ways it 
plans to respond to the incident. 

UMF and the other University of 
Maine Systems plan to collect data 
via two campus climate surveys that 
seek to measure the presence of an 
array of campus issues. 

The school will also begin a 
search process for a new Vice 
President of Student Affairs, whose 
main responsibilities will include 
ensuring a safe campus environ
ment for students. 

Other changes include hiring a 
new mental health counselor with 
expertise in issues regarding sexual 
assault and sexual health and con
ducting ongoing examinations of 
current campus culture and policies. 

"Nothing is more important to 
our well-being as an institution than 
the safety and trust of our students," 
Brown said in the statement. "I lode 
forward to open conversations in 
the days ahead about how to ensure 
UMF is t he best possible guardian 
of both." 

Students and Alumni React 
The news of Foster's involve

ment in Woodward's case has not 
been sitting well with current stu
dents and alumni at the College, 
and despite Foster's allegiance to 
federal law, many students still 
want to know why she overruled 
the decision on second appeal. 

Michael Lore ('17) wondered 
if the College knew about the con
troversy surrounding Foster during 
her days at UMF, and said that if it 
was known, the school should have 
been more transparent about the 
new president's past. 

"It just makes it seem more 
sinister and shady when it looks 
like the College is trying to hide 
things and sweep them under the 
rug," he said. 

He compared this controversy to a 

see UMF page 5 
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SFB funds Chabad, UGC, semester retreats 

Miguel Gonzalez / Photo Editor 

Left: Sigma Lambda Beta receives money for 'Operation Beautiful.' Right: SFB sponsors the Jewish organization's bar mitzvah event. 
By Nicole Viviano 
News Editor 

The Student Finance Board 
funded its base budget, spring 
training retreats and three student 
organizations at its first meeting 
of the semester on Jan. 30. 

Chabad, the student organi
zation that provides educational 
Jewish programming for stu
dents and faculty, proposed its 
bar mitzvah event, which will 
take place on March 3 from 12 
p.m. to 3 p.m. in the Educa
tion Building Room 212. The 
organization was fully funded 
$6,080 for food, entertainment 
and a sound technician. 

"I think this will be an amazing 
way for us to share with the cam
pus community the experience 

and significance of the traditional 
bar mitzvah, especially during 
Chabad at TCNJ's 13th year on 
campus (the year that a traditional 
bar mitzvah takes place)," said Er
ica Levin, a senior biology major 
and former president and current 
alumni relations chair for Chabad. 

"I hope that this event allows 
our students to celebrate tradition, 
perspective and come together for 
something that is a staple in the 
Jewish culture," Levin said. 

The Unified Greek Coun
cil received a partial fund of 
$360 for its "Meet the Greeks" 
event, which is planned for 
March 7. The time and place 
for the event have yet to be an
nounced, and according to the 
club, flyers will be posted next 
week with more information. 

themselves 

Hosted once each semester, this 
event is intended as a welcome-
back and an introduction to the 
multicultural Greek presence 
on the College's campus. 

"It gives TCNJ students a 
chance to expose 
to our Greek or
ganizations, learn 
the ins-and-outs of 
them, the cultural 
and historical back
grounds of our or
ganizations, and to 
offer TCNJ students a fun night 
to hang out with our Greek or
ganization," said Jada Lampety, 
a senior public health major and 
vice president and current act
ing president of the UGC. 

Senior history major and 
treasurer for UGC Nayomi 

Torres-Velez said that the event 
would help students experience 
inclusion and allow them to 
branch out of their comfort zone 
by meeting new friends. 

Sigma Lambda Beta was 
fully funded $138 for its "Op

eration Beautiful" 
event, which is 
scheduled for Feb. 
13 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in the Brower 
Student Center. Ex
penses will cover 

flowers, craft materials and 
note paper. 

The event is meant to spread 
awareness to the student body of 
the nationwide depression epi
demic. The organization hopes 
to show support and offer an 
open environment for those who 

are grieving over lost ones, bat
tling mental illness or lacking a 
relationship, especially so close 
to Valentine's Day. 

SFB voted fully to fund both 
of its upcoming semester re
treats. The first retreat, which 
is scheduled for April 5, re
ceived $100. It will be held on 
campus in an effort to conserve 
funding. Its focus will be on 
approving student organiza
tions' base budget requests and 
will allow SFB to review and 
revise its constitution if nec
essary. The second, scheduled 
for April 12 for $1,400, is the 
spring training retreat for new 
executive board members and 
a time for SFB to plan dates 
and deadlines for the upcoming 
academic year. 

Vital Signs: Working out in winter chills Security locates suspect 
involved in fire alarm incident 

Indoor exercise helps students stay in shape during the winter. 

By Anna Kellaher 
Columnist 

Finding the motivation to stay active and 
fit during the winter months is hard. Once 
you add in a polar vortex with temperatures 
close to zero degrees, it may feel impossible. 
Nevertheless, exercise is a crucial part of 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Ac
cording to the Mayo Clinic, regular 
physical activity prevents chronic 
conditions like high blood pressure 
and heart disease, improves mood,' 
boosts energy levels and can better 
your sleep patterns. 

So how do you get a workout in 
without braving the cold? 

One answer is to take advantage of the Fit
ness Center located in Campus Town. If you 
are new to working out in a gym, you can find 
easy beginner workouts online. If-you find that 
the gym is too crowded, try going during less 
common hours throughout the day, like first 
thing in the morning or around 9 p.m. Re
member to bring your student ID to swipe in. 

The College also offers a Group Fit
ness Program if you prefer to work out in a 
group and with an instructor. For $25, you 
can have unlimited access to a semester 
full of classes such as kickboxing, Zumba 
and cycling. The classes take place in either 
the Recreation Center Fitness Studio or the 
Travers-Wolfe Fitness Studio. 

Another option is to join a club 
or intramural sports team that has 
indoor practices during the colder 
months. Club sports are a great 
way to learn new skills and become 
part of a team. If you are looking 
for less of a long-term commit
ment, intramural sports provide a 
more laid-back atmosphere to have 

fun with a group of friends or fioormates. The 
intramural seasons only last for a few weeks. 
Options include classic sports like basketball 
and more novel sports like team handball. 

Check out the Recreation and Wellness 
page on the College's website for more infor
mation about all of the activities discussed for 
a healthy and warm winter. 

By Raquel Sosa-Sanchez 
Staff Writer 

Student pulls fire alarm at Eickhoff Hall 
Campus Police was dispatched to Eick

hoff Hall at approximately 10:45 p.m. on Jan. 
24 in response to an active fire alarm. Upon 
arrival, Campus Police entered the building 
and went to the fire a larm panel which read, 
"First Floor Elevator Pull Station." 

Officers found no signs of smoke or 
fire. After reviewing security camera foot
age, Campus Police discovered two males 
who were seen entering Eickhoff Hall and 
heading to the first floor near the fire alarm 
pull station at the approximate time that 
the fire alarm was sounded. 

The first suspect was a tall male, wear
ing a blue jacket with a gray hood. The 
second suspect was wearing black pants, a 
black sweatshirt and flip-flops. 

Campus Police reset the fire alarm and 
allowed the occupants of Eickhoff Hall to 
re-enter the building. 

Based on the description of the two 
suspects, Campus Police did not 
observe the suspects re-en
tering the building. 

Officers spoke with a student 
manager of residential opera
tions and a residence director, 
who believed that the second 
suspect lived in the building. 

At approximately 12 a.m. on Friday, 
Jan. 25, a College security officer ob
served a male matching the description of 
the second suspect walking from Decker 
Hall toward Eickhoff Hall. 

Campus Police arrived and spoke with 
the male, who was identified as a student 

at the College. 
The male initially stated that he knew 

nothing about the fire alarm going off, but 
later changed his statement when Campus 
Police informed the him of the security 
footage. The male stated that he went to the 
entrance of Eickhoff Hall to let his friend in 
and specified that his friend did not inform 
him of his plans to pull the fire alarm. 

Charges were not filed against the 
friend of the suspect and he was classified 
as a witness. 

Campus Police arrived at the suspect's 
residence and subsequently arrested him. 

The student was transported to Campus 
Police Headquarters and issued a sum
mons for causing a false public alarm. 

Intoxicated student breathes in own vomit 
Campus Police was dispatched at ap

proximately 2:30 a.m. on Jan. 30 to the 
first floor gender-neutral bathroom in 
New Residence Hall regarding an intoxi
cated student. 

Upon arrival, Campus Police met 
with a male student who reported 

going to the first floor rest-
room. When he entered the 

space, he observed a male stu
dent on the bathroom floor face
down covered in vomit but 

breathing normally. 
Ewing EMS arrived and 

transported the student to a hospital for 
further evaluation. Campus Police met 
with the student at the hospital and report
ed that the student admitted to consuming 
several shots of vodka. The student was 
issued a ticket for underage consumption 
of alcoholic beverages. 
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UMF / Students express discomfort over ruling 
continued from page 3 

previous scandal surrounding Trenton Hall 
and its name change. 

"If (the College) had made a statement 
acknowledging (Paul Loser's) prejudice 
while also accepting that it was in the past 
... the whole episode could have been 
avoided," he said. 

Lore said the same steps should have 
been taken regarding Foster's actions, and 
that he expects the College will do what iie 
thinks it usually does in times of contro
versy — "probably put out a limp-wristed 
statement about their continued devotion to 
fostering a diverse and safe campus for stu
dents of all backgrounds." 

College spokesman David Muha assured 
that the presidential committee conducted an 
extensive search for the College's next presi
dent and that Foster continued in her role as 
president at UMF for three months between 
the time she was announced as president and 
her arriving to start the position. 

"In that time, she was called upon to make 
many decisions, including this one," Muha 
said. "There was no obligation to notify TCNJ 
of the actions she was taking in the course of 
fulfilling her role as president of UMF." 

Rather than try to hide information about 
the case from the College, Muha also reiter
ated that due to an adherence to federal pri
vacy laws, Foster could not have told anyone 
of her case. 

"Title IX cases can be complicated and 
it is critical to protect the privacy of those 
involved," Muha said. "President Foster is 
legally constrained from speaking about the 
case and thus cannot respond to the media 
coverage or provide context and substantive 
rationale for her decision. Although this is 
frustrating for her and the campus commu
nity, we understand why privacy rights must 
take precedence." 

Rosie Driscoll ('18) was disappointed with 
the actions of the College's current president. 

During her time at the College, Driscoll 
was the chair of Women in Learning and 
Leadership and a peer educator for AVI. 

"I didn't know much about her track re
cord at previous institutions, but at this point 
disappointment is my strongest feeling," 
Driscoll said. "What I hope comes out of all 

this is that the survivors at UMF know that I, 
and I'm sure many other TCNJ alumni, stand 
with them and believe them and wish they had 
a different experience. They did not deserve 
this. They deserve a learning and living com
munity where they can be safe and heal." 

Danielle Bruno (' 17), was upset to hear the 
news about Foster's overruling on the case. 

"Quite frankly, this is inexcusable," Bruno 
said. "To completely disregard their decision 
and to victim-blame is careless and ignorant." 

Jessica Kopew, a senior biology major, 
did not understand how Foster could have the 
clearance to make such a decision. 

"I saw her email and I was like, 'this does 
not make me on your side,"' Kopew said. "I 
just don't understand how an entire commit
tee can say a man is guilty of sexually as
saulting a woman and somehow one woman 
has the power to overrule that decision with
out ample evidence." 

Title IX at the College 
Students are also concerned as to whether 

or not the College has policies similar to UMF 
in terms of how it handles Title IX cases. 
While Title IX is a federal law and must be 
implemented into every institution, there are 
policies that are still specific depending on 
which university a student is attending, ac
cording to Draper. 

If a member of either party disagrees with 
the initial ruling in a Title IX case, they have 
the right to appeal as long as they can provide 
evidence to defend the decision. 

The case then goes to Vice President of 
Student Affairs Sean Stallings, the highest 
appeal officer, who can implement one of 
four decisions, according to Draper. On 
second appeal, as is typical in New Jersey, 
the case would go to the New Jersey Supe
rior Court. 

As cited from the College's Title IX Policy, 
the four decisions are as follows — Stallings 
could affirm the decision of the original inves
tigator or he could alter the sanctions already 
imposed on the guilty party (either increasing 
or decreasing them or changing their require
ments). He could also decide to conduct a new 
investigation with new investigators or have 
it rev iewed — depending on that review, the 
original mling could be overturned. 

This situation, known as a remand, usually 

Miguel Gonzalez / Photo Editor 

Foster cannot discuss details regarding the case do to federal privacy laws. 
happens when there is a significant amount 
of information that is provided — such as a 
discovered bias or missing information — that 
could potentially change the outcome, accord
ing to Draper. 

During her tenure as Title IX officer 
both at the College and at other institutions, 
Draper has seen many cases go through an 
appeals process. 

"I've worked in conduct and Title IX for 
quite a few years," she said. "These appeal de
cisions are pretty typical amongst almost all of 
the colleges I've worked in." 

No matter what decision is made, however, 
a reason for the choice must be provided. 

"In our process the appeals officer pro
vides a rationale for each decision," Draper 
said. "He'll explain why he made that decision 
even if it is affirming (the original outcome)." 

Although students such as Kopew were 
confused about why an appeal that overturns 
a case is valid despite little evidence, a lot of 
Title IX cases are decided even when there is 
not evidence provided that lets the investigator 
believe that the situation happened "beyond a 
reasonable doubt," where they are 99 percent 
sure that the story is true. 

According to Draper, the standard for evi
dence in a Title IX case is much lower. Even if 
there is a "preponderance of evidence," which 
means that "more likely than not," (more than 

a 50 percent chance) the reporter's case is true 
and an initial mling can still be made. 

However, there might be an opportunity 
for more evidence to be reported or other dis
coveries to be made. 

"If there was some type of error commit
ted, or there was bias or there was an oppor
tunity for information to be submitted that 
could have severely impacted the decision 
that wasn't available at the time, we want the 
opportunity for that to be available for us," 
Draper said. "(An appeals process) is one ex
tra layer to make sure that what we were doing 
is in the guidelines of our policy." 

Additionally while at UMF, a committee 
is tasked with overseeing a hearing, at the 
College, there is only one person that makes 
a decision on a case both initially and in the 
appeals process. 

"When you have a committee trying to 
get people together to find a time, conduct 
accurate training to make sure no one is ask
ing insensitive questions — it's hard," Drap
er said. "Our process isn't a committee. It's 
one person that makes a decision on what is 
best practice." 

For more information on the College's Title IX 
and AVI policies, please visit their pages on 
the College's website. 

College tackles food insecurities 
Pantry prepares to open in Campus Town 

By Michelle Lamparielio 
Former Editor-in-Chief 

As part of an effort to combat 
food insecurity on campus, a new 
food pantry in Campus Town will 
provide essential food and per
sonal care items to students and 
local community members in need 
of resources. 

Dubbed The SHOP@TCNJ, 
the pantry was established 
through the combined efforts of 
Campus Police, Student Affairs, 
Academic Affairs, the Bonner 
Institute and the Mercer Street 
Friends Food Bank. It is located 
inside the Campus Police sub
station in Campus Town, on the 
north side of the building that 
houses the fitness center. The 
pantry is set to have a soft open
ing later this month and is cur
rently in the process of recruiting 
and training volunteers. 

From Thursday, Jan. 31 to 
March 1, the campus commu
nity is encouraged to donate non-
perishable food items to the Dean 
of Students Office in the Brower 

Student Center Room 220. The 
SHOP accepts food contributions 
such as pancake mix, pasta, mi-
crowaveable meals, cereal, shelf 
stable milk, instant oatmeal, pro
tein bars, snack items including 
granola bars and shelf stable pud
ding cups, condiments, spices and 
pasta sauce. New or unopened 
home and beauty products, in
cluding soaps, detergent, paper 
products and toothbrushes, as 
well as socks, underwear, wom
en's leggings and men's sweat
pants of any size that are either 
new or still in their packaging can 
also be donated. 

A 2018 study from the Wis
consin HOPE Lab found that in 
a 30-day period, 36 percent of 
college students and 42 percent 
of community college students 
felt food insecure — a term used 
to describe the struggle to access 
enough food on a daily basis, ac
cording to NPR. 

Interim Associate Dean of 
Students Elizabeth Gallus un
derscored the importance of en
suring students having enough 

The school is accepting food donations through March 1. 
to eat, and feels the new pantry long term options such as utiliz-
will give those who struggle a 
much-needed resource. 

"For students, this type of 
support can decrease barriers 
preventing them from peak per
formance both in and out of the 
classroom," Gallus said. "Ad
ditionally, it has the potential 
to build connections to other 
resources for more sustainable, 

ing the CARE program in the 
Dean of Students Office." 

The SHOP will be open two 
days per week, year round. After 
the campus-wide call for dona
tions ends on March 1, the pantry 
will continue to be stocked with 
help from Mercer Street Friends, 
a Trenton-based food bank. 

In addition to the support from 

Mercer Street Friends, the Col
lege will continue to host food 
drives such as the annual Cram a 
Cruiser event organized by Cam
pus Police and Sodexo. 

The pantry is also accepting 
monetary donations through the 
Division of College Advancement. 
To donate, visit the College web
site, click "give now," and select 
the fund "The SHOP@TCNJ." 
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Nation & Wfrld 
Government reopens as border debate continues 
By Ariel Steinsaltz 
Staff Writer 

On Jan. 25, President Donald 
Trump reached a funding deal 
with Congress to end the lon
gest government shutdown in 
United States history, according 
to The Washington Post. 

The partial shutdown began 
shortly before Christmas, when 
the House and Senate both 
passed a funding bill. Trump 
declined to sign it because it 
did not contain any money for 
his proposed wall along the 
Southern border. The shutdown 
dragged on into the new year 
with the Republican-controlled 
Senate backing the president, 
and eventually reached a length 
of 35 days, making it the lon
gest in history, according to The 
Washington Post. 

Trump previously said that he 
would be proud to shut down the 
government for border security, 

and threatened to keep it partial
ly closed for '"months or even 
years'" if he did not get the more 
than $5 billion that he had request
ed for his border wall, according 
to The New York Times. 

During the shutdown, nine of 
the 15 federal departments and 
dozens of federal agencies -'ere 
closed. Seventy-five percent of 
government services were unaf
fected by the shutdown. Hun
dreds of thousands of federal 
workers went without pay dur
ing the shutdown, and another 
several hundred thousand were 
furloughed and not working at 
all. Among affected departments 
was the Food and Drug Admin
istration, which was not inspect
ing domestic food-processing 
facilities. Many national parks 
were closed, and many more re
mained open with limited staff. 
Visitors caused significant dam
age to the parks, with trash piling 
up. Immigration courts were also 

closed, according to CBS News. 
Although Trump had said 

he would keep the government 
closed, he faced increasing po
litical pressure even from his own 
party, as well as security concerns. 
His agreement to reopen the gov
ernment was criticized by some 
on the right as being a sign of 
weakness. In a tweet, conservative 
commentator Ann Coulter called 
Trump "'the biggest wimp ever 
to serve as President of the United 
States.'" The shutdown also hurt 
the president's approval ratings 
significantly. Public disapproval 
is now at 58 percent, according to 
The Washington Post. 

After the government of
ficially reopened on Jan. 28, 
federal workers received their 
first paychecks since the shut
down began on Dec. 22. They 
had missed multiple paychecks, 
which caused financial strain, 
according to NPR. Some federal 
workers were even going so far 

Trump announces the shutdown's end in a press conference. 
as to return Christmas presents 
to the store, according to CBS 
News. Even after the end of the 
shutdown, many are still facing 
a significant loss of morale, with 
some workers saying it is no lon
ger as rewarding as it once was 
to work for the federal govern
ment. An EPA attorney said it 
could hurt recruiting, according 
to NPR. 

The bill Trump signed only re
opens the government until Feb. 

15, and he said that the government 
could shut down again if the bor
der wall is not funded by then, ac
cording to The Washington Post. In 
response to this statement, several 
lawmakers said they are working 
to create a bill that would automati
cally create a continuing resolution 
if a budget is not passed to fund 
the government, which would stop 
presidents from using them as a 
negotiating tactic, according to 
ABC News. 

Political confidant pleads not guilty to Mueller charges 

Stone does not plan to testify against Trump. 
By James Wright 
Nation & World Editor 

On Jan. 25, FBI officials arrested longtime Repub
lican political operative Roger Stone at his Florida 
home for lying to Congress, obstructing justice and 

witness tampering, according to NBC News. 
Stone's alleged crimes include covering up his in

volvement with the 2016 release of stolen Democratic 
National Committee emails by Wikileaks, according 
to NBC News. 

Stone pleaded not guilty to felony charges in fed
eral court on Jan. 29, The New York Times reported. 
Along with special counsel Robert Mueller's team of 
investigators, prosecutors from the U.S. attorney's of
fice will try the case. This indicates a shift from Muel
ler's case involving Russian interference in the 2016 
election to the U.S. attorney's office as the Russia in
vestigation is winding down, according to The New 
York Times. 

Stone's arrest has drawn the ire of some elected Re
publicans in the Senate and conservatives around the 
country. There were at least 12 FBI agents who arrest
ed Stone in dramatic fashion in front of a large swath 
of television cameras as they wore shoulder weapons, 
body armor and fatigues. Some former FBI officials 
and federal prosecutors explained the unusual use of 
force by saying that Stone had the potential to destroy 
evidence if he was given a chance to surrender, ac
cording to The Washington Post. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who is also the Senate 

Judiciary chairman, is asking the FBI to explain why Stone 
was arrested and whether the media was tipped off before
hand, according to Politico. 

"'The American public has had enough of the me
dia circus that surrounds the Special Counsel's inves
tigation,"' Graham said, according to Politico. "'Yet, 
the manner of this arrest appears to have only added 
to the spectacle. Accordingly, I write to seek justifica
tion for the tactics used and the timing of the arrest of 
Mr. Stone.'" 

President Donald Trump, in an interview on Jan. 30 
with the conservative Daily Caller website, agreed with 
Graham about the FBI's tactics in the raid of Stone's 
house, saying he would "think about" asking the FBI to 
review its policies on the use of force in light of Stone's 
arrest, The Washington Post reports. 

Stone remains confident that he will be proven in
nocent in the court of law. He also refused the idea to 
testify against Trump, instead arguing that he will be 
"completely vindicated," The New York Times reports. 

"'There is no circumstance whatsoever under which 
I will bear false witness against the president, nor will 
I make up lies to ease the pressure on myself,"' Stone 
said outside a courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
according to The New York Times. 

Unofficial Venezuelan leader gains international recognition 
By Muhammad Siddiqui 
Web Editor 

On Jan. 23, opposition lawmaker and head 
of Venezuela's National Assembly Juan Guai-
do declared himself the interim president of 
Venezuela, according to The Washington Post. 
This earned him the swift backing of several 
nations, including the United States, which 
opposes Venezuela's current socialist regime 
under President Nicolas Maduro. 

The oil-rich nation of Venezuela has seen 
economic woes in recent years. As a result 
of cronyism in the Chavez era and his poor 
economic policies, Venezuela's economy was 
suffering when Maduro took office as his suc
cessor in 2013 and when oil prices dropped in 
2014, according to The Washington Post. 

Since then inflation rates have hit record 
highs with an annual rate of 1.3 million per
cent in 2018, according to BBC. For many, the 
costs of basic goods have soared out of reach, 
leading to mass migration of Venezuelans into 
neighboring South American nations, accord
ing to The Washington Post. 

These poor economic conditions have 
hit Madura's popularity, with thousands 
taking part in anti-Maduro protests, ac
cording to BBC. 

Maduro was narrowly re-elected last year, 
but amidst much controversy that involved 
the jailing of opposition candidates, accord
ing to BBC. 

The opposition-held National Assembly 
claims that under such unfair elections, the 
country's constitution allows for the head of 
the Assembly to take over as interim president 
while a new election is held. 

However, Maduro has refused to let go of 
his power and has accused Guaido of mount
ing a coup, according to BBC. With top mili
tary leaders still pledging their allegiance to 
Maduro. Guaido has been unable to gain 
control over the nation and protesters have 
had to contend with clashes with the police. 

Some support for Guaido emerged on Jan. 
26, as several European nations demanded 
that another election take place within the next 
eight days, reported BBC. 

This follows a statement from President 

Guaido pledges political reform. 
Donald Trump on Jan. 23, when he declared 
Guaido the interim president of Venezuela 
and urged other nations to give him the same 
recognition, according to CNN. Trump also 

added that he "will continue to use the full 
weight of United States economic and dip
lomatic power to press for the restoration of 
Venezuelan democracy," CNN reports. 
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Editorial 
People should 

enjoy moments as 
they happen 

I've spent a lot of my life focusing on either the past or the future, 
but not much about the present. 

When I was a freshman in high school and my parents told me 
that we would be moving from Connecticut to New Jersey the fol
lowing summer, I didn't know what to think. As a matter of fact, the 
move was all I could think about. 

What would my new town be like? What about my school? What 
about the friends I've grown up with? All these questions inundated 
my mind for several months. 

Yet, when a moment came up that I enjoyed, I found myself laugh
ing briefly before realizing again that I would move soon, which 
made me unhappy. I realize now that my flaw was that I had been 
thinking too much about what had already happened or things that 
might happen, but not about the present moment. 

I think a lot of people have similar thoughts. "I wish I could go 
back and live that moment again." "Oh no, what's it going to be like 
five or 10 years down the road?" "If only I could go back and do this 
thing differently." 

We need to enjoy our opportunities and moments as they come up. 
Especially the little things. 

In one of my favorite comedies, "Ferris Bueller's Day Off," Fer
ris reminds us at the beginning and at the end of the film ~ "Life 
moves pretty fast. If you don't stop and look around once in a while, 
you could miss it." I see it as an interesting metaphor that the movie 
is kind of like a fun little moment in our lives that we would regret 
missing. We're reminded that we should enjoy the moment and be 
glad it happened, instead of dwelling on it. 

It's important not to dwell on the past or worry about the future 
because then we can enjoy the new people we meet and the experi
ences we have. I've tried to do that at my jobs, my community col
lege and here at the College. What I've learned is that there are al
ways going to be new moments to enjoy and we have to pass through 
them one step at a time. 

As one of The Signal's new managing editors, I've learned that 
production night is stressful, but I can't dwell on the fact that we 
have 14 of them or that we might have to pull an all-nighter. I just 
have to focus on each one as it happens and enjoy all the fun mo
ments that come along with it. 

Keep your eyes open for those little moments you enjoy so much. 
You never know when you'll see them. 

— G arrett Cecere 
Managing Editor 

Editorial Content 
Unsigned editorial opinions are those of the Editorial Board, 

which consists of the Editor-in-Chief, the Managing, News, Features, 
Arts & Entertainment, Opinions, Photo, Sports, Review and Social 
Media editors and the Business and Production managers, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Opinions expressed in signed editorials and letters to the editor 
are those of the author and not necessarily those of The Signal. 

In Ferris Bueller's Day Off,' Ferris tells viewers to cherish life. 
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Quotes of 
the Week 
'This is an institution I 

love. I would have never 
wanted to sit in a room 

and have people say, 'we 
don't trust you and we'll 

never trust you.'" 
—President Foster 

"In the last part (of the 
composition), it's sort 

of a sentimental look at 
all the good things that 
were accomplished over 

the years, the friend
ships that were formed, 
the encouragement for 
people to pursue more 

and more education, the 
good that those people 

did going out and teach
ing new generations." 

—John Bachalis ('68) 

"I'm wearing, like, three 
layers of shirts, leggings 
under my jeans and two 
pairs of socks. I feel like 
a marshmellow, but at 

least I'm kind of warm." 
—Samantha Allen 
Junior business major 
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Opinions 
'Bachelor'series sensitive of rape victims 
Contestants respect each others' dignity 

Colton shows support for Miller-Keys and her experiences. 

By Richard Miller 

Although reality television is quite infa
mous for being scripted and calculated, one 
show appears to have finally decided to go 
way off-script. "The Bachelor," a long-run
ning ABC rating juggernaut that documents 
trademark catty drama between gorgeous 
contestants as they all fall in love with the 
'perfect' man, is a fantasy bubble of romance 
that is entirely unrealistic (the success rates 
of the couples don't lie). However, on the 
Jan. 28 episode of "The Bachelor," some
thing unprecedented happened. 

Contestant Caelynn Miller-Keys re
vealed to leading man Colton Under
wood that she was a victim of sexual 
assault while attending Virginia Com
monwealth University. She shared a 
horrifying story, that is, unfortunately, 
her reality. 

I have mighty respect for the show 
for letting her share it and not censor 
her. She described the attack in vivid 
detail, which included her drink being 
drugged, being sexually assaulted by 
two different men in the same night and 
later finding photos and videos of her
self in an incapacitated state on social 
media. Perhaps the most disturbing part 
of the story was that Miller-Keys was 
turned away from the first hospital she 
went to for a rape kit, which she cites as 
the reason only one of the students was 
found guilty. Underwood did not once 

interrupt her and did something that I'd 
consider rare in today's social climate 
— he listened. Underwood and the pro
ducers allowed her to tell her story, the 
way she wanted it to be told, without 
any fluff or interruptions. 

This decision is something that is in 
sharp contrast with the history of the show. 
"The Bachelor" has had quite a controver
sial history with matters like this. In 2017, 
the show came under intense scrutiny after 
the spinoff series "Bachelor in Paradise" 
featured two of the contestants engaging in 
sexual acts while at least one of them was 
reportedly inebriated beyond the point of 
consent. The show then performed an "in
vestigation," conducted by, none other than 
their managing company, and of course 
found no evidence of misconduct. 

The show's checkered past in deal
ing with these controversial issues is 
what makes this moment so profound. 

Chris Harrison, the show's host, was 
quoted saying, "It's one of those rare things 
where the show kind of stops and now you 
just want to take care of these people and 
walk them through this." Underwood took 
to social media to express his support for 
Miller-Keys by saying that "there are mo
ments that are bigger than the show itself." 

A quick search of the show's signature 
hashtag, #TheBachelor, shows thousands 
of fans that are offering an outpouring of 
support to Caelynn. 

"The Bachelor" is certainly not an 

award-winning documentary or a source 
for people to look for ideas on how to 
save the world (the rest of the episode 
was the typical drama and contestant 
fighting), but a woman being able to 

safely reveal her trauma is a high point 
for the show. One can only hope that 
"The Bachelor" continues to make 
these steps to document more of the re
ality behind the romance. 

Busy schedules foster productive lifestyles 
Students should maintain healthy mindsets 

• S; 
Instagram 

Karnitsky's lacrosse schedule helps her manage her time. 

By Emma Karnitsky 

Balance — when everything 
in your life is evenly distributed 
in a way that creates equilibrium, 
so that no one aspect of your life 
suppresses your other responsi
bilities. It is commonly agreed 
upon that balance is an impor
tant aspect of daily life, but it is 
much harder to actually achieve 
this. Many people have aspira
tions of obtaining an organized 
schedule, getting enough sleep, 
maintaining a good diet, staying 
fit and having time for school 
and friends. While having these 
desires are admirable, it is inevi
table that the time and attention 
it takes to accomplish the "per
fect" schedule is overwhelming. 

I have been a student athlete 
since my freshman year of high 
school. I have a lot of experi
ence when it comes to balancing 

my various responsibilities. 
Staying on top of both my 

athletics and academics can be 
stressful at times. The key is to 
maintain a healthy mindset and 
take care of your well-being. 

Being a student and an athlete 
in college may seem like just an
other huge time commitment to 
add to the list of day-to-day tasks, 
but it is surprising how much it 
actually adds much needed struc
ture to one's life. 

I know that I h ave just started 
the rigorous schedule of a col
legiate student athlete, but I al
ready feel it positively affecting 
my life in many ways. For one, 
knowing I have practice in the 
afternoon for three hours each 
day compelled me to schedule all 
of my classes early in the morn
ing. This enables me to have the 
whole night open for homework 
and studying. Additionally, the 

8 a.m. classes force me to go 
to bed at a reasonable hour so I 
won't sleep through class. 

In season, athletes have to 
pay more attention to what 
they're eating and when they're 
eating so they have the proper 
nutrients to heal their bodies 
and enough energy to perform at 
their best level. Drinking water 
is also a necessity throughout 
the day for hydration, healing 
muscles and for overall health. 
Knowing I am sore from prac
tice reminds me to always drink 
more water. 

Having such a structured and 
set schedule can feel boring or 
overwhelming, but I think a 
healthy routine is key to a suc
cessful life. Student athletes spe
cifically are forced to manage 
their time wisely — otherwise 
there simply isn't enough time 
for everything to get done. 

Policies 
The Signal is published weekly during the academic year and is financed by the Student Activities Fee (SAF) and advertising revenue. Any student may submit articles to The Signal. Publication 

of submitted articles is at the discretion of the editors. 
The letters section is an open forum for opinions. Submissions that announce events or advertise in any way will not be printed. All letters should be sent via email to signal@tcnj.edu. Handwritten 

letters should be sent to The Signal, do The Brower Student Center, The College of New Jersey, PO Box 7718 Ewing, N.J. 08628 or placed in our mailbox in the Student Life Office. 
Letters must be received by the Friday before publication and should not exceed 500 words. The Signal reserves the right to edit letters for space and clarity. All letters must be signed, with a 

phone number and address of the author. Requests to withhold the author's name will be honored only if there is a legitimate reason. 
All materials submitted become the sole property of The Signal. The editors reserve the right to edit or withhold all articles, lette rs & photographs. 
The Signal willingly corrects factual mistakes. If you think we have made an error, please contact The Signal at (609) 771 -2424, write to the address listed above or email us at signal@tcnj.edu. 
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Students share opinions around campus 
" Should reality TV stars be censored? " 

Isabel Vega / Opinions Editor 

Yasmeen Khashab, a freshman English and 
secondary education dual major. 
"With swearwords, people shouldn't be [censored]. It's 

very common to hear words like that." 

Isabel Vega / Opinions Editor 

Jillian Messineo, a freshman early childhood 
education and history dual major. 
"Reality TV should not be censored. The whole point 

is to be real." 

"Does being a student athlete help you stay organized? " 

"Yes, because you have something definitive to plan 
your schedule around." 

The Signal's cartoon of the week ... 
f THANKS FOR THE INJUITE, 
BUT I NEVER EAT ANYUUHERE 

WITHOUT CHECKINOTHE 
REVIEWS! 

HIAM... APPARENTLY THEIR 
DECOR IS DATED AND THE 

QUICHE IS DERIVATIVE! 

.ENJOY YOUR GREAT AUIKJT$ 
V^HOUSE WITHOUT /AC! 

W o f f e  r e s i d e n t  
uses bathtub: 

"It's not that gross guys, lyromise 

By Tony Peroni and Vinny Cooper 
Correspondents 

WOLFE HALL - When visiting the College, it is 
hard to miss Wolfe Hall, the tallest building on campus. 

This ten-story residential building is rivaled only 

by its counterpart, Travers Hall. Both of these massive 
brick buildings combine to create a super residence 
hall known colloquially as, "The Towers." The rivalry 
between students in both buildings is fierce, but last 
Friday something happened that would disgust any 
student, regardless of where he or she lived. 

Everyone has heard rumors about it, yet no one 
seems to want to talk about it — the Wolfe Eight bath
tub is a reality that no student can escape, yet everyone 
seems to ignore its existence; however, one recent in
cident changed its quiet status for good. 

Reporters flocked to the scene when Campus Police 
received an anonymous tip from a student that some
one was planning on using the bathtub for the most 
disturbing possible use — its intended function. 

Freshman Steven Schmidt walked out of the Wolfe 
Eight men's bathroom with a towel wrapped around 
his waist and a shower caddy in his hand containing a 
stained rag and a single container of Dove Men's 3-in-l. 

"It's not that gross guys I promise," Steven said with 
a hint of uneasiness, as if he was still trying to convince 
himself. "Every guy on my floor is part of an intramural 
soccer team, and they just finished their first game. I ha d 
no other option other than to wait another two hours." 

When asked why he is not a part of his floor's intramural 

(S>anthonylabonte 

soccer team, Steven refused to comment. 
"The bathtub wasn't dirty," Steven continued, his voice 

rising in pitch and breaking at certain intervals. "It just 
looks discolored. I w ashed it out with hand soap just be
fore I used it." 

He blinked back what looked to be tears building up 
around his eyes and clutched his caddie in front of his 
chest defensively. 

"We've all joked about using it in the past, but we 
never thought anyone would actually use it," said an
other Wolfe Eight resident and a witness at the event. 
"I think Steven took it too far this.time." 

With this shocking development, the debate on which 
one of the towers is superior can finally be answered. 

Even students living in Wolfe had to agree that this 
incident earned Travers at least a couple hundred points. 

"Both towers have students urinating in the eleva
tors on a weekly basis, but only one tower has students 
disgusting enough to actually bathe in the bathtub," said 
Jonathan Johnson, a community adviser in Travers Hall. 

"I'm glad we can finally put this debate to rest, because 
now we all know that Travers is the best residential building." 

DISCLAIMER: This is obviously a satirical piece 
and does not describe a real event. 

"Yes. It helps you stay organized because it forces you to 
manage your time better." 

Isabel Vega / Opinions Editor 

Casey Lewis, a freshman open options science major. 
Isabel Vega / Opinions Editor 

Connor Stine, a freshman engineering major. 
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Features 
Weather conditions freeze campus activity 
Polar vortex forces students into ice-olation 
By Jane Bowden 
Features Editor 

It's the kind of cold that taps its icy 
claws on your bedroom window before 
you've even unraveled from your blanket 
cocoon, the kind that dyes exposed skin 
crimson with a biting sting or the kind 
that transforms Hell into a frozen waste
land of forgotten springtime memories. 

No, this isn't what it feels like to live 
in Antarctica— it's the polar vortex that 
plagued a third of the country last week and 
caused over 20 temperature-related deaths. 

According to the National Weather 
Service, a polar vortex is a large area of 
low pressure and cold air surrounding 
both of the Earth's poles that regularly 
creates below-zero temperatures through
out the year. However, when those cold 
pockets of air stray farther than usual, it 
can affect areas as distant as Florida with 
abnormally frigid weather. 

For the greater Trenton area, the po
lar vortex brought temperatures as low 
as 0 degrees and 10 mph winds after the 
National Weather Service issued a wind 

chill advisory for the state. 
On Jan. 30, Gov. Phil Murphy warned 

everyone to stay inside if possible. 
"Take this seriously," Murphy said 

on News 12. "This is a real polar vortex. 
If you can get inside, stay inside." 

However, for students at the College, 
single-digit temperatures and hours of 
snow flurries forced many to bundle in 
layers of thermal sweaters in order to 
survive their hike to class. Across the 
campus, Eskimo-like figures wearing 
pained expressions shuffled from build
ing to building. 

"I'm wearing, like, three layers of 
shirts, leggings under my jeans and 
two pairs of socks," said Samantha 
Allen, a junior business major. "I feel 
like a marshmallow, but at least I'm 
kind of warm." 

Senior education major Sheena Ko-
thary recalled her battle with the snow 
and gusts of wind as "that scene from 
'Spongebob' where he has to deliver 
the pizza." 

"There were so many times when I 
thought I was going slip and fall in front 

Miguel Gonzalez / Photo Editor 

Frigid temperatures leave a blanket of snow across campus. 

Miguel Gonzalez / Photo Editor 

Students bundle up to brave the stormy conditions. 

of everyone," Kothary said. "But luck
ily, my boots have a good traction, so I 
was able to make it to the Stud without 
any bumps or bruises." 

Even wearing faux fur-lined parkas 
and knit hats, many students still com
plained that no amount of layers could 
prevent the cold wind from stinging 
their skin and seeping into their bones. 

"It was so cold that my eyes started 
tearing up, and then my tears froze," 
said Klara Bieniasz, a junior public 
health and international studies major. 

As the polar vortex continued to cast 
waves of frigid temperatures until late 
Friday night, dozens of students decided 
to avoid the cold by remaining indoors 
to warm up with hot chocolate and 
fleece-lined sweatshirts. 

Junior secondary math education ma
jor Ryan Thomas described his Friday 
night as "chill" by playing video games 
and watching Netflix's "Stranger Things." 

Kothary hung out with her roommate 
Rujuta Patel, a junior biology major, for 
a "girls' night in," which consisted of 

eating loads of cheese-coated nachos and 
catching up on ABC's "The Bachelor." 

"I love watching 'The Bachelor,' so it 
was really nice to stay inside and just chill 
for the night," Kothary said as she heated 
up another batch of cheesy nachos. 

"Yeah, I'd take eating nachos over 
walking outside in the cold any time," 
Patel agreed. "I literally couldn't feel my 
face this morning because it was so cold." 

Although the polar vortex caused re
cord lows for the greater Trenton area, 
the bone-chilling temperatures quickly 
climbed back to the upper 40s as hazy 
skies parted, reminding students at the 
College that springtime is near. 

"I can't wait for spring just so I can 
start wearing sandals again and not 
have to worry about freezing my ass 
off," Allen said. 

"Fall and spring are my favorite 
seasons because it's the perfect tem
perature where you're not freezing but 
you're also not dying of heat," Kothary 
said excitedly. "At least spring break is 
only about a month away." 

Sorority promotes heart health awareness 

By Colleen Rushnak 
Correspondent 

The Brower Student Center Room 
100 is normally used for official meet
ings and dining, but on Friday, Feb. 1, 
it transformed into an indoor recess 
for students. 

To promote heart health awareness, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority organized 
the annual Pink Goes Red event with 

activities that included jump rope, hula 
hoops, four square, twister, paddleball 
and hopscotch. 

"It's a great way to encourage healthy 
heart habits in a fun way," said Alpha Kap
pa Alpha's vice president, Ine'a Smith, a 
junior self-designed literary, visual and 
performing arts major. 

Throughout the event, health books were 
available for students toeducate themselves on 
how to maintain an active lifestyles. Stickers 

were also distributed as prizes to contribute to 
the theme of childhood games and toys. 

Emily Lamb, a sophomore graphic 
design major, came to the event because 
she was "feeling stressed and just want
ed some relief to be a kid." 

Students also played a highly com
petitive game of musical chairs at the 
event, which reminded them that exer
cise can be achieved in an unconven
tional and entertaining way. 

"Who isn't passionate about heart 
health awareness? It is something that 
needs to be promoted around campus," 
said Isabella Guhl-erdie, a sophomore po
litical science and English major. 

Senior marketing major Gayle Ma-
yani commended the theme of the event. 

"Did you know heart disease is the No. 
1 killer of women in America?" Mayani 
said. "We have to get our hearts healthy by 
trying to work out." 

Photo courtesy of Colleen Rushnak Miguel Gonzalez / Photo Editor 

Left: Members of Alpha Kappa Alpha educate students on active lifestyles. Right: Students engage in a variety of physical activities. 
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Music Crossword 
1 2 3 

4 5 6 

7 8 

9 10 

11 

12 13 l I 1 
14 15 

16 17 

18 19 

20 
• 

21 

22 1 
ACROSS 

1. A group of musicians performing together 
7. The note C that is near the middle of the piano 

keyboard. It is notated between the treble and bass 
staves of the grand staff. 

11. The distance in pitch between two notes. 
15. To change a composition from one key to another. 
16. A rapid fluctuation of pitch slightly higher or lower 

than the main pitch. 
18, A non-amplified or non-electric instrument 
20. An adjustable device that indicates the exact tempo 

of a piece. 
21. The notes than an instrument or voice is capable of 

creating, from the lowest to highest. 
22. A score to a song including only the melody fine, 

chords, and lyrics. 

DOWN 
2. A song that remains popular through many generations. 
I The notes that embellish a melody, 
4. A scale having five tones to the octave. It usually 

avoids any half steps and corresponds to the notes 
played on the black keys on the piano. 

5. The notes found within a major or minor scale. 
6. A note half the length of a half n ote. 
8. The group of sharps or flats that appears at the 

beginning of a staff which indicate the key. 
9, A triad consisting of a root, minor third, and lowered fifth. 

10. The result produced when tones are sounded 
simultaneously. 

12. Abbreviation in choral mus ic for soprano, alto, tenor, 
and bass. 

13. A joyous song of praise, usually sung at 
Christmas time. 

14. Short, detached. Indicated byadot over or under the note. 
17, The symbol s that indicates a note is neither sharp 

nor flat. 
19. A unit of measurement of rhythmic time. 

Alfred 
5 Alfred Music 

LEARN • TEACH • PLA Y 
Student Version 
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Cold temperatures leave students frozen 

Why'd it have to happen on a weekend? 

Photo courtesy of t he TCNJ Digital Archive 

Extreme winter weather hits the College's campus. 
Every week, Features Editor Jane Bowden hits the archives and finds old 
Signals that relate to current College topics and top stories. 

Last week, a chilling polar vortex hit the 
country with below-zero temperatures, caus
ing students to bundle up head-to-toe with ev
ery layer they own or to skip class altogether 
while keeping warm with hot chocolate. 

On a Saturday morning in January of 
2005, the College was hit with two snow 
storms that buried the campus in 16 inches 
of snow and resulted in icy roads that were 
too slippery to drive on. However, with 
the efforts of the Grounds and Landscape 
Maintenance Services who worked tire
lessly for 23 hours straight, the College was 
able to safely open for classes by Monday. 

By 10 a.m. Saturday morning, snow 
had begun falling on the greater Tren
ton region. In the course of the next 24 
hours, between 13 and 16 inches of snow 
blanketed the College campus as two 
separate storms, the first significant ones 
of the season, pummeled the area. 

The storms prompted acting governor 
Richard Codey to declare a state of emergen
cy from 8pm. Saturday night to 8 am. Sun
day morning. This gave police the authority 
to close roads to all non-emergency traffic. 

As the storm bore down, local resi-
dents and College students alike flocked 

to Shop-Rite on Olden Avenue to stock 
up on supplies. Lines stretched far there 
and at Hollywood Video as people pre
pared to hunker down for the day. 

Many students, however, opted not to 
risk the trip off-campus. "We both stayed 
in," Sabrina Sichel, junior Spanish ma
jor, said, referring to herself and friend 
Bethany Blundell, junior sociology ma
jor. "We refused to leave the building." 

"I watched 'Pretty in Pink' and 
'The Face on the Milk Carton' on TV," 
Blundell said, laughing. "(My room
mate) and I got so bored we decided to 
rearrange our room." 

The snow forced the postponement of 
all activities on campus for the weekend, 
as well as the closure of the Roscoe West 
Library on Saturday afternoon into Sun
day. All dining facilities save for Eick-
hoff Dining Hall were closed as well. 

As the worst of the storm died down on 
Saturday night, some students took the op
portunity to go out and play in the snow. 

"Frolicking ensued that night," 
Lindsay Korwin, sophomore music ma
jor, said. "We played snow football and 
went snowboarding on the hill by the 
new chapel." 

cnnrus sttle 

Left: Layering turtlenecks adds detail and warmth to your winter look. 
Right: Match your scarf and outfit to achieve both comfort and style. 
By Danielle Silvia 
Columnist 

As we continue into the depths of 
winter, I find myself yearning for spring. 
However, I can't help but look forward to 
staying inside and going online shopping. 
Winter is a great time to indulge because 
you probably have some gift cards or 
cash saved up from the holidays, and you 
don't have to leave the comfort of your 
bed. Several of my favorite stores offer 
great deals this time of year, especially 
during President's Weekend and Valen
tine's Day, that you can shop from to add 
to your fashion scheme this winter. Here 
are some deals that will enhance your 
winter wardrobe. 
1. Free shipping on accessories. Winter 
accessories are a must, especially during 
freezing temperatures. The good news is 
dozens of retailers make affordable and 
cute winter accessories like head wraps, 
scarves, gloves and mittens. Keeping 
your head warm is important during the 
winter, so head wraps are great if you also 
want to show off your hair. Scarves are 
another great way to keep you warm and 
can be found in Forever 21, H&M and 

Old Navy at affordable prices. Finally, 
avoid dry, cracked skin with trendy tex-
ting gloves. They are great for busy mul-
titaskers who want to keep warm while 
staying in fashion. 
2. Buy-one-get-one turtlenecks. I think 
turtlenecks are one of the most underrat
ed fashion trends for the winter season. 
They keep your body toasty and come in 
an assortment of styles that you can en
joy. For example, I like to pair mine with 
leggings or tuck them into jeans with a 
belt. Several online shopping stores, 
such as Kohl's, SONOMA or Target, of
fer deals where you can buy one turtle-
neck online and get a. second half off, or 
even free, so keep your eyes peeled for 
these discounts. 
3. Rewards points for ear muffs and fuzzy 
socks. If you spend a certain amount of 
money at a store or even sign up for 
emails about rewards, you could get 
items on sale or for free. It's one of the 
best perks about being loyal to a brand. 
Ear muffs are a stylish option to keep 
your ears warm, while fuzzy socks pre
vent your toes from freezing. Both come 
in all sorts of designs, so be sure to pick 
the ones that fit your needs and wants. 

Qj LIONS' PLATE iQjITALIAN-STYLE CHICKEN MEATBALLS 

Left: Top the dish with teriyaki sauce for extra flavor. Right: Spaghetti and meatballs are the perfect dish for a winter night. 
By Shannon Deady 
Columnist 

As a manager at the Fitness 
Center, I couldn't help but no
tice that attendance at the gym 
has nearly doubled since the end 
of last semester. I have no doubt 
that students hitting the gym in 
the new year are also looking 
for some healthy recipes, so I 

am here to share one of my all-
time favorites. 

Growing up in an Italian-
American family, meatballs 
were part of every dinner, so 
when I became interested in 
health and fitness, this was one 
of the first dishes I was eager 
to modify. I have tried turkey 
meat as a substitute for tradi
tional beef meatballs but have 

found that chicken comes out 
tastier and is cheaper than 
ground turkey at most grocery 
stores. A one-pound package of 
ground chicken is as cheap as 
$2.39 at the Shoprite on Olden 
Avenue. One package makes 
enough meatballs for a week 
of lunch or dinner meal prep, 
which is perfect for a busy stu
dent trying to stay healthy. ' 

Makes: 10 meatballs 
Ingredients: 
-1 package ground chicken meat 
- 2 whole eggs 
- lA cu p Italian breadcrumbs 
- 2 tbsp grated parmesan cheese 
- 1 t sp garlic salt salt 
- 1 tsp Italian seasoning 
- xh ts p parsley flakes 
Directions: 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

2. Combine all ingredients into 
large mixing bowl and stir until 
spices are evenly distributed into 
ground meat. 
3. Use spoon or ice cream 
scooper to form mixture into 
10 medium-sized meatballs. 
4. Lightly grease two baking 
sheets with olive or avocado 
011 and bake 30 minutes. 
5. Let cool and enjoy! 



page 16 The Signal February 6, 2019 

* 

LANDMARK 
A M E R I C A N A  

T A P  &  G R I L L  

BRUNCH * 

FROM 10AM-3PM STARTING FEBRUARY 9TH & 10TH 
Brunch Menu plus Landmark Favorites & Brunch Cocktails! 

wWm. 

% * 

* • 

m, 

$5 
W H E N  Y O U  S P E N D  A  M I NI M U M  O F  $ 25  D U R I N G  B R U N C H  H O U R S  

riot to be combined with other discounts 
expires 02/28/2019 

one per table/check 

HOURS 400 MAIN BLVD EAST, SUIT E 600 
S A T  |  1 0 A M - 1 2 A M  EWING, NJ 08618 
S U N  |  1 0 A M - 1 0 P M  TEL: 609 403 6963 
M O N - W E D ]  1 1 A M - 1 0 P M  ' FAX: 609 403 6907 
T H U - F R I  |  H A M - 1 2 A M  EMAIL: INFOE@LANDMARKAMERICANA-.COM 

LANDMARKAMER1CANA.COM 

BRUNCH MENU FOLLOW US: 
S A T - S U N  |  1 0 A M - 3 P M  f  ©  ©LANDMA RK EWING 



February 6, 2019 The Signal page 17 

Arts & Entertainment 
Saxophone summit climbs to crescendo 
By Garrett Cecere 
Managing Editor 

Mayo Concert Hall was only 
briefly quiet on a cold Saturday 
morning before the sounds of saxo
phones gradually filled the building 
and performers eagerly warmed up 
for the music department's saxo
phone summit. Whether they were 
young players or alumni from de
cades ago, every performer shared 
a common joy and love of music. 

The event, held on Feb. 2, was 
the College's second annual summit 
after the music program celebrated 
its 100th anniversary last year. 

Kathy Mitchell, an adjunct music 
professor at the College, conducted 
the rehearsals, the master class and 
the final performance of the day in 
order to ensure the players were pre
pared for their performances. 

"What we did this year was we 
opened it up to all ages and skill lev
els," Mitchell said. "(We wanted) to 
provide an atmosphere where peo
ple were going to be excited about 
performing ... but I think most of 
all, it was important to me to play 
really good music ... and have qual
ity music for a quality event." 

Music has been a major influ
ence in Mitchell's life and she has 
family members who are musicians 
as well. She heard her first classical 
saxophone piece in middle school 
and has since aspired to pass the 
same knowledge and talent that she 
gained from her own music teachers 
down to her students. 

"I think the thing to note is that 
I had really amazing teachers, and I 
think that's why I went into teach
ing", Mitchell said. "But I really 
love performing, so that duality re
ally works for me." 

Some of the performers included 
students and alumni of the College. 
Others were local high school 

students and some were middle 
school students. 

The saxophones sounded like 
many different instruments play
ing together due to the variations in 
pitch. Some of the instruments, such 
as the soprano saxophones, were 
small, while others were nearly as 
tall as the players who held them. 

During the summit's master 
class session, Mitchell invited peo
ple to the stage to play songs of their 
choice while she gave them feed
back on every aspect of their perfor
mance, from posture to breathing. 

Mitchell also performed with 
several alumni, who were exhilarat
ed to come back to the College for 
another performance. 

Jason Verblaauw ('16), Michael 
Bareieri (' 16) and Eddie Easse ('16) 
have enjoyed reuniting to play to
gether after their graduation. 

"We've been coming back for 
rehearsals since the summer," Ba
reieri said. "Every other week in the 
summer, we'll come down, use the 
building and practice." 

The trio played frequently while 
they were students at the College 
and the summit was another oppor
tunity for a reunion. 

"I absolutely loved it," said Ver
blaauw. "The thing I really missed 
after graduating was playing in a 
quartet, especially with (Bareieri, 
Easse and Mitchell)." 

Verblaauw is also a music teach
er for the West Windsor-Plainsboro 
Regional School District. Some of 
his students were also performing at 
the event. Their attendance allowed 
them to showcase their talent and 
learn from the experienced players 
around them. 

"They're having a blast," Ver
blaauw said. 

During the finale recital, the 
students played a variety of songs, 
which ranged from Beethoven's 

classic "Ode to Joy" to the modem 
composition, "Reflection for Saxo
phone Choir," by alumnus John 
Bachalis ('68), who was the first 
saxophone major at the College. 

"I majored on clarinet for two 
years, and then it really took me 
that long to persuade the woodwind 
teachers in the music department to 
allow me to major on saxophone," 
Bachalis said. 

Bachalis wrote "Reflection for 
Saxophone Choir" for the first 
saxophone summit last year, where 
seven players performed the piece. 
This year, there were 36. 

"When I wrote (the piece), I 
wanted people to think how pretty 
the sax was," Bachalis said. "A lot 
of the newer music is pretty far out, 
and I wanted something very ac
cessible for an average audience." 

Bachalis went on to explain the 
origin of the composition and how 
he hoped the melodies throughout 
the piece would convey aspects of 
building a college such as planning, 
hiring and assembling many people 

to work and build relationships. 
"In my head, I was thinking 

about the College," he said. "I was 
thinking about the birth of an idea 
for an educational institution in 
the introduction." 

Bachalis played the accordion 
as a teenager before taking up the 
saxophone so he could play in the 
school band. Similar to Mitchell, 
he cited his teachers as major influ
ences for him to devote his career to 
music and pass his knowledge on to 
future generations of musicians. 

Mitchell acknowledged Bachal
is before the final performance and 
gave him credit for convincing his 
professor and the dean many years 
ago that there should be a saxo
phone major. 

"Somebody always has to go 
first," Bachalis said while the 
crowd applauded. 

As the players performed Bach-
alis's piece, the final note faded out 
into a culmination of all that Bach
alis hoped to achieve in composing 
for the summit. 

"In the last part (of the com
position), it's sort of a sentimental 
look at all the good things that were 
accomplished over the years, the 
friendships that were formed, the 
encouragement for people to pur
sue more and more education, the 
good that those people did going 
out and teaching new generations," 
Bachalis said. 

As the final applause echoed 
through the hall, Mitchell was 
proud and thankful for the outcome 
and the work that all performers 
had poured into the summit. 

"It was so awesome," Mitch
ell said. "People just love it. It's 
a blast." 

Mitchell also noted that she es
pecially enjoyed how the younger 
performers realized that they could 
play the more challenging music. 

Regardless of the perform
ers' ages, experience or musical 
background, each used music to 
come together, showcase their 
various musical talents and re
unite with old friends. 

'Mary Poppins' dances back to Cherry Tree Lane 

Blunt puts her own artistic twist on the classic character. 
By Amani Salahudeen 
Staff Writer 

Mary Poppins is back on the big screen 
in "Mary Poppins Returns," which was re
leased during the holiday season and is still 
in theaters. 

Initially, I was skeptical of how Poppins 
would be portrayed when I found out that 
Julie Andrews wasn't going to reprise her 
role, but Emily Blunt was fantastic as the 
beloved character. Early in the film, she is 

seen interacting with children during the 
song, "Can You Imagine That?" and it 
was easy to see some resemblance to Julie 
Andrews' portrayal. 

According to Variety, Andrews turned 
down an offer for a cameo appearance 
because she didn't want to overstep 
Blunt's performance. 

The second film takes place 25 years af
ter the original 1964 film. Jane and Michael 
Banks (Emily Mortimer and Ben Whishaw) 
are now adults. Michael is a widowed bank 

teller with three children, whom Jane helps 
raise. He and his sister soon learn that their 
home, the same one from childhood, will 
be foreclosed if they don't repay a loan they 
took on the house. This all becomes the per
fect recipe for a visit from none other than 
Marry Poppins, who comes to add cheer, 
adventure and structure to the next genera
tion of Banks children. 

After the death of their mother, Anabel 
and John Banks (Pixie Davis and Nathanael 
Saleh) take it upon themselves to take care 
of their father, Michael. This is not to say 
that Michael doesn't do his fair share of par
enting, but he is a flustered character in deep 
over his head with too much emotional and 
financial responsibility. 

Davis does an excellent job portraying 
Anabel, as the oldest sibling who is essen
tially an adult stuck in a child's body. John 
has a bit of a playful side and Georgie adds 
humor as the cute mischevious kid brother. 

"Hamilton" fans should be delighted to 
see Lin-Manuel Miranda in this sequel. As 
a New Yorker, he did surprisingly well with 
a British accent. He plays Jack, a lamplighter 
and Bert's apprentice from the original film. 
Miranda and Blunt have great chemistry 
as a duo with polar opposite attitudes, and 

his buoyant portrayal of Jack fits perfectly 
alongside Blunt's hard-edged character. 

In terms of the soundtrack, don't expect 
to hear a replay of any original songs, but 
the new film's composer, Marc Shaiman, 
tried to pay homage to the Sherman Broth
ers' original works. If you think you hear 
just an echo or two from any of the first 
film's classic melodies, you could be 
hearing right. 

Some characters in the new sequel were 
not necessary for the plot and others were 
rarely shown. For instance, Poppins's cous
in, Topsy Turvy (Meryl Streep), was only 
shown in one scene. I love Streep's acting, 
and she has long since been a household 
name, but she didn't have a significant role 
or impact in the film. Her character did help 
the Banks family, but the film never showed 
how her story ended, which just felt like a 
gaping plot hole and I wanted more closure 
than what the film gave me. 

The filmmakers focused more on ap
pealing to the viewer's nostalgia than craft
ing an ingenious script. Most of the film was 
predictable but certain cameo appearances 
(even though we miss Andrews) are enough 
to make this film worth watching, espe
cially if you're a fan of the classic. 
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'You' series chronicles domestic abuse 

Left: Beck falls for a mysterious bookstore owner. Right: Joe becomes obsessed with his new romantic target. 

By Gianna Pulitano 
Correspondent 

Actor Penn Badgley aims to blur the lines 
between predator and romantic hero in the 
new Netflix series, "You." Similar to his part 
as Dan Humphrey in "Gossip Girl," Badgley 
takes on the role of Joe Goldberg, an out
sider looking to find his way in the bustling 
streets of New York City. The show, which 
is based on author Caroline Kepnes' book of 
the same title, depicts Joe as a quiet book
keeper who will do whatever it takes to steal 
the heart of aspiring writer, Guinevere Beck 
(Elizabeth Lail). 

Beck, who only knows certain sides of him, 
views Joe as a breath of fresh air from the 
out-of-reach, elegant friends, dinner parties, 
handsy professors and boys who only stop by 
for 2 a.m. visits. The viewer witnesses a vastly 
different side of Joe as he follows through with 
his quest to be the most important person in 
Beck's world. This eventually spirals him into 
a crusade for control over every aspect of her 
life, and he quickly turns from concerned boy
friend to overbearing stalker. 

The story is told through Joe's perspec
tive, which is a feature that seems to cause 
viewers to sympathize for Joe and his obscure 
rationalizations. We learn so much about Joe 
through his monologues on his neglected 
childhood, caged upbringing and disloyal ex-
girlfriend. As a viewer, you want to step in 
and stop the bricks in his life from piling up 
before they all come crumbling down. 

Eventually, Beck's rose-colored glasses 
come off and she is forced to confront Joe's 
true self. As I sat on the edge of my seat, 
Netflix played a game of tug-a-war with my 
emotions, and I wondered which side of Joe 
was going to end the series. Joe's personality 
was so complex that it was hard to predict 
his next move. After Beck realizes there's 
more to Joe than meets the eye, her world 
begins to unravel. 

The show jumps through a few quick 
cuts, which creates a feeling of rushed emo
tion. The action comes fast but the feelings 
hit strong. The suspense of the previous eight 
episodes leads viewers to a crucial point in 
the series — but you'll have to tune in for 
yourself to find out what happens. 

The Netflix show was beautifully shot 
and each episode brings you to the edge of 
your seat. Joe's detailed dialogue creates a 
closeness between himself and the viewer 
that is paralleled by what he is seeking 
from Beck. 

Badgley's voice was a perfect fit for a 
character like Joe as his dark tone holds 
mystery, threat and charm. Audience mem
bers find themselves torn about whether or 
not to like Joe. However, Badgley himself 
tweeted that those romanticizing Joe are all 
he needs as motivation for season two of 
the series. 

The point of the series is not about 
transforming a villain into a hero, but 
about showing the world that a killer can 
be inside anyone. For those of you itch
ing to read more into this type of theme, I 
would recommend reading the rest of the 
"You" series of which the Netflix show is 
based on. Season two is scheduled to drop 
sometime next fall. 

In the meantime, the next time you fall 
in love in a bookstore, make sure that per
son can't hack into your phone. 

Dawson investigates pop-culture conspiracies 

Instagram 

The YouTuber's new series keeps viewers on their toes. 
By Samreen Khateeb 
Correspondent 

Riveting and uncanny, Shane 
Dawson's new Youtube video, 
"Conspiracy Theories Part 1," 
leaves its viewers in nothing 
short of a state of paranoia. 
Through the use of sophisti
cated editing and entertain
ing commentary from friends, 
Dawson's series unveils the 
secrets to some of the world's 
most suspicious occurrences. 

The seasoned YouTuber did 
not disappoint as he dove into 
the hour and 44-minute video 
to discuss one of today's most 

talked about conspiracies such 
as the iPhone glitch that re
portedly lets users listen in on 
the audio of the person they're 
calling before they actually an
swer the call. 

As Dawson and his friends 
consider the possibility of Ap
ple listening in on its users,they 
open up our eyes to the under-
lyings of the company. The the
ory brought back the familiar 
fear that the government keeps 
us under constant surveillance. 

Dawson capitalized on these 
concerns as he introduced theo
ries of manipulative fakes with 
power over the world, subliminal 

dark messages that are targeted 
toward children and theories 
about the government's inter
est in chaos and control. These 
ideas can make anyone skeptical 
of the world and question what 
else might be happening behind 
the scenes. 

At points in the series, it 
would be easy to scoff at the 
YouTuber's dramatic expres
sions, but once you think of 
the horrifying meanings of the 
nursery rhymes we once heard 
as "Humpty Dumpty" or even 
"London Bridge is Falling," it 
is easy to start believing. 

The passion that Dawson 
puts into investigating each 
theory, all with the help of his 
friends, definitely convince 
viewers that they need to con
duct their own investigations. 

Watching is not only a 
mind-blowing experience, but 
also a conversation starter. 

In a way, this video has ad
vanced the YouTube game with 
its efforts. Dawson and his 
close friend, Andrew Siwicki, 
skillfully present visuals and 
intense sound effects to make 
the video even more engag
ing. The pools of evidence sur
rounding these theories leaves 
viewers connecting the dots 

and discovering hidden truths. 
There were moments where 
the series dragged on a little 
too long, but it all built up to a 
much needed intensity. 

With millions of views al
ready, this series hits a home-
run. Dawson has done vid
eos of this theme before with 
other series' such as the "Se
cret World of Jeffree Star" and 
"The Mind of Jake Paul." 

"Conspiracy Theories Part 
1" is definitely lengthy, but 
does not disappoint. It sets it
self apart from Dawson's pre
vious short and rushed con
spiracy videos. It takes on 
issues lightheartedly but with 
appeal and dramatic notions of 
a reality TV show. The laugh
ter, cluelessness and comical 
behaviors of everyone involved 
in the video leaves a feeling 
of casualness and familiarity 
to the tone of an idea that may 
easily be too dark. 

One does not need to be a 
Shane Dawson subscriber or 
knowledgeable on the issues he 
addresses to be captivated by 
this content. If you don't have 
time for the whole series, sitting 
down for the first part or even 
just 10 minutes will leave you 
buried in thoughts and wonders. 

NEW NOISE 
This week, WTSR Music Director 
Brian Marino highlights some of the 
best new music that the College's 
own radio station, 91.3 FM WTSR, 
puts into its weekly rotation. 

Band Name: Gold Star 
Album Name: Uppers and Downers 
Release Number: 4 
Hailing From: Los Angeles 
Genre: Modem 90s alternative 
Label: Autumn Tone Records 

Uppers and Downers opens with a 
sorrowful tune that bounces around 
to more boisterous upbeat tracks 
and coming back down to lowkey, 
yet quite emotionally on-edge 
tracks. It's clear that singer-song-
writer Marlon Rabenreither was 
truly experiencing ups and downs in 
his life, but that worked very well 
into his creative outlet — music. 
"Baby Face" is a Beck-inspired, 
"Happiness is a Warm Gun" sound
ing tune, but the originality that is 
kept in this album shines through 
more than anything. It's the perfect 
walking-to-class-on-a fall-day al
bum, complete with bass lines that 
keep you head bobbing and stories 
that keep your interest. 

Must Hear: "Baby Face" 

Band Name: Pale Waves 
Album Name: My Mind Makes Noises 
Release Number: 1 
Hailing From: Manchester, England 
Genre: Goth synth-pop 
Label: Dirty Hit 

The synthy beats and catchy pop 
vocals sounds like if Taylor Swift 
got into The Cure. The lyrics deal 
with romance, heartbreak, driving 
fast and growing up. These songs 
have an addictive sound that will 
worm its way into your brain. It 
has the melodies of a pop song, 
with catchy guitars and a driving 
synth. Baron-Gracie's vocals are 
powerful with an open and honest 
delivery of her devastating lyrics. 

Must Hear: "There's a Honey" 
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BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

Cake Pop Day Th. 
The Atrium at Eickhoff 

12:00pm - 2:00pm 

Wok Open 
The Atrium at Eickhoff 

The Atrium at Eickhoff 

TACO 
TUESDAY 

atTDubs 

Chinese New Year Lunch 
The Atrium at Eickhoff 

11:00am -4:00pm 

Mindful Moments 
PITY^PAPFQ Brower Student Center 

Tastes Of America's Best 
The 1855 Room 
11:30am - 2:00pm 

11:00am • 1:00pm Rotisserie Open 
The Atrium at Eickhoff 

VALENTINE'S MY DESSERT BOXES ST ALL RETAIL LOCATIONS! 

§^ggg 
•  r  >v Rotisserie Open 

The Atrium at Eickhoff The Atrium at Eickhoff 

TACO 
TUESDAY 

atTDubs 

chef spotlight 
Rodney Truitt 

The 1855 Room 
11:30am -2:00pm 

ACTION STATION 
Chocolate Desserts 

VALENTINE'S MY DESSERT BOXES AT ALL RETAIL LOCATIONS! 

Wok Open 
The Atrium at Eickhoff The Atrium at Eickhoff 

TACO 
TUESDAY 

a t T D u b s  

Black History Dinner with 
Black Student Union 

The Atrium at Eickhoff 
4:00pm - 9:00pm 

Mindful Moments 
Brower Student Center 

11:00am - 1:00pm 

TACO 
TUESDAY 

atTDubs 

Wok Open 
The Atrium at Eickhoff 

Rotisserie Open 
The Atrium at Eickhoff 

' - ' I,— . • • ">:£V :v.: ^ - * 
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Sports 
Men's Basketball 

Lions win two games in crucial stretch 

Miguel Gonzalez / Photo Editor 

Left: PJ. Ringel calls an offensive play. Right: Walko charges in to score a basket. 
By Jordan Washington 
Staff Writer 

The College had an unusual sched
ule this week with three games on Jan. 
28, Jan. 30 and Saturday, Feb. 2 against 
Rutgers University-Newark, Rutgers 
University-Camden and Ramapo Col
lege respectively. 

The Lions first traveled to Newark 
for a game that had been postponed the 
previous week due to the weather. It was 
a close game against a team they had al
ready beaten, but this time they were not 
able to get the job done. 

The last few minutes were the most 
exciting and ultimately decided the 
game. After trailing by one point late in 
the game, a frantic possession led to a lay 
up by junior forward Randall Walko. A 
foul with only two and a half seconds left 
on the clock led to the end of the game. 

The rest of the game was as even as 
the score but the Lions' downfall was 
due to their 19 turnovers, compared 
with the nine of Rutgers-Newark. 

In the next game against Rutgers-
Camden, the Lions wanted to make a 
statement following a tough loss, and 
they did just that with a near 30-point 

blowout win where everyone shared the 
wealth. Four players scored at least 14 
points while junior forward Ryan Jensen 
scored the most with 21. Jensen also de
stroyed the glass with 15 rebounds. 

The team made nine three-point shots 
in the first half, shooting a staggering 
55 percent. In a crucial game against 
an NJAC opponent, the College did not 
want to lose two straight this close to 
the end of the season. 

On Saturday, Feb. 2, the team traveled 
to Mahwah to take on Ramapo. There was 
another balanced scoring effort, as Walko 
led the way with 24 points. Coming into 

the game, Ramapo had a 23-game win
ning streak at home and the Lions were 
determined to put an end to it. 

Three-point shooting was the key 
again, as the Lions made 15 for the 
game. Walko had five three-pointers and 
scored 10 straight points for the College 
in the second half. 

With the big win, the College moves 
into a three-way tie for third place with 
the upcoming NJAC conference tourna
ment. The team's next game is as big 
as the last few — the Lions will go up 
against New Jersey City University to
night at 8 p.m. 

GET YQUE 

GAME 
ON! 

Twitter / YouTube 

Left: Hunt is dismissed after assault allegations. Right: Edited images mocking the NFL run rampant online. 

Cheap Seats 

NFL / League should crack down on domestic crimes 

continued from page 24 

As The Wall Street Journal reported, the league has en
joyed higher ratings in the wake of Goodell's absence. 

Despite the league taking action to remedy these is
sues, its culture of violence is still rewarding offenders, 
as Grandstand Central reported, "A first-round pick in the 
2017 draft was facing an active rape investigation. A sec
ond-round pick was caught on video punching a woman 
and breaking a few bones in her face. A third- round pick 
was accused of viciously dragging his girlfriend across 
the floor, a month before the draft. A fourth-round pick 
was charged twice with assault against his children's 
mother. A sixth-round pick was charged with beating 
a woman outside a bar, knocking her unconscious and 
knocking out a tooth, one week before the draft. Those 
picks were: Gareon Conley, Joe Mixon, Dede Westbrook, 
Jourdan Lewis and Caleb Brantley." 

According to a study done by FiveThirtyEight with data 
from USA Today's NFL Arrest Database, "Domestic vio
lence accounts for 48 percent of arrests for violent crimes 
among NFL players, compared to our estimated 21 percent 
nationally." There is no question that domestic violence is 

a significant societal issue. As more is revealed about acts 
of domestic violence committed by those in positions of 
power and prestige, the need for action becomes greater. 

The NFL needs its #MeToo moment sooner rather than 
later. While arrests for domestic violence may seem to be 
a move in the right direction, an arrest does not necessar
ily guarantee that players will face consequences. Players 
may be arrested but ultimately found not guilty. In other 
jobs, simply being arrested may be grounds for employer 
action or removal. 

This is not always the case in the NFL. Even those 
found guilty may still enjoy time on the turf. As Grand
stand Central reports, "Following the public court of 
opinion's ruling, post-headline press conferences filled 
with tears, lengthy apologies and requests for privacy take 
place; statements condemning players' conduct off the 
field by league and team officials are published and the 
promises found within every press release to address the 
issue internally never amount to much — besides giving 
the public what it needed to hear." 

The Super Bowl is a time of increased awareness and 
conversation about the issues of domestic violence, sex
ual assault and human trafficking. Large events such as 

the Super Bowl are often used as opportunities for human 
traffickers to make money and move their victims. Survi
vors of sexual assault and domestic violence may have to 
see their abusers enjoying praise and rewards on national 
television. Sporting events, which often involve the con
sumption of alcohol, can put individuals in unhealthy 
relationships at greater risk of domestic violence. It is 
imperative that the NFL remains cognizant of these reali
ties and understand how what goes on inside the league 
influences our culture. 

When asked if she believed in the removal of offend
ers from the league, sophomore psychology and women's, 
gender and sexuality studies double major Gabbi Petrone 
said, "I just don't see why they should continue to have a 
life and livelihood when they've destroyed someone else's. 
That sends the message that domestic violence and sexual 
assault doesn't matter. That the victims don't matter." 

Athletic talent should not outweigh human decency. No 
domestic violence offender, however talented, should have 
the privilege of working for the NFL. Even more impor
tantly, no survivor should ever have to see his or her abuser 
on national television. Football may be a beloved hallmark 
of American culture, but domestic violence is not. 
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RyTGERS 
School of Arts and Sciences 

Earn your M.A. Political 
Science: U.N. and 

Global Policy Studies 

Every detail was considered to create the 
ultimate off-campus residence. 

A place where students could complete their studies in a 
private and secure off campus setting while 

being only minutes from campus. 

Our M Aprepares students for 
careers in the civil and foreign 

service, UN agencies, think 
tanks, NGOs, research 
institutes and industry. 

Why Rutgers? 
36-Credi ts ,  no  thes is  required  
40+ onl ine  and t radi t ional  courses  
to  choose  f rom 
Ful l  o r  par t - t ime enrol lment  
World-c lass  facul ty  and ins t ructors  ^  
Centra l ly  located  between NYC, 
Phi ladelphia ,  and Washington D.C.  
S tudy abroad and in ternship  
oppor tuni t ies  avai lable  

Mcukt P.tftovs 

Call 609-357-2029 to see for yourself or visit campus .com 

Polisci.rutgers.edu 
/un-ma-program 

1573 Parkside Avenue at Spruce Street, Ewing Township 

Leasing Office: 650 Strawberry Street, Trenton, NJ 

Graduate Studies 

TCNJI Leads the Way 
Its your move. 

www.tcnj.edu/gradstudies 
Or call 609.771.2300 

\mm 
THE COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY 
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Swimming & Diving 

Team dives into successful dual meet 
• ,# 

Left: Skoog finishes the 200-meter freestyle. Right: Menninger swims her way to gold. 

• : J 
Photos courtesy of the Sports Information Desk 

By Christine Houghton 
Sports Editor 

On Saturday, Feb. 2, the swim
ming and diving teams took on 
William Paterson University in a 
home dual meet. Both teams came 
out on top with the men's final 
score being 194-79 and the wom
en finishing at 168-90. 

For the men, seniors Alex Sk
oog, Angelo Stefani, Brendan Pi-
laar and Sam Maquet placed first 
in the 20-meter medley relay with 
a time of 1:38.43. The 4x200-meter 
relay team of sophomores James 

Keane, Griffin Morgan, Kai Mi-
chaud and Stephen Walsh placed 
first at 1:31.99. Sophomore Jay 
Soukup had an eventful day in the 
diving well, putting up scores of 
491.93 in the one-meter dive and 
513.68 in the three-meter dive. 

Placing first and second in 
the 1000-meter freestyle, Keane 
swam a time of 10:14.65 and DJ 
DeSomma came in close behind 
at 11:00.18. Sophomore Andrew 
Duff took first in the 100-meter 
breaststroke with a time of 59.91 
and junior Eli O'Connor placed 
second with a time of 1:02.04. In 

the 200-meter freestyle, Skoog 
placed first with a time of 1:44.82 
and Morgan followed close behind 
in second, clocking in at 1:54.40. 
Junior Harrison Yi took the top 
spot in the 100-meter backstroke, 
touching the wall at 55.51, while 
freshman Joe Om placed second 
with a time of 56.90. 

Sophomore Andrew Thomp
son won the 200-meter butterfly 
with a time of 1:55.97 and Maquet 
took a close second, clocking in at 
1:56.81. Thompson also took the 
200-meter individual medley with 
a time of 1:58.88. Yi placed first in 

the 50-meter freestyle, clocking in 
at 22.26 Junior Derek Kneisel came 
in second .34 seconds later. Kneisel 
then came in first in the 500-meter 
freestyle at 4:59.21. 

Sophomore Patrick Bakey swam 
to first in the 100-meter freestyle, 
putting up a time of 49.18, while 
Morgan took first in the 200-meter 
butterfly at 53.16. Skoog placed first 
in the 200-meter backstroke, touch
ing the wall at 1:56.88, while Duff 
won the 200-meter breaststroke 
with a time of 2:16.76. 

For the women, the 200-meter 
medley relay team of sophomore 

Anna Kisker and juniors Saman-
tha Askin, Kazia Moore and Annie 
Menninger placed first with a time 
of 1:57.82. The 200-meter freestyle 
team of seniors Maddie Hyonski, 
Gabi Denicola, Hailey Thayer and 
Courtney Thompson took first, 
clocking in at 1:50.10. In the 200-
meter freestyle, sophomore Melanie 
Fosko placed first at 2:04.14 and 
Moore followed close behind in 
second at 2:06.47. In the 1000-meter 
freestyle, sophomore Darby VanDe-
Veen took first and freshman Kori 
Jelinek took second with times of 
11:40.14 and 11:50.13 respectively. 

Hyonski placed first in t he 100-
meter breaststroke at 1:16.67 and 
sophomore Nicki Meskin took first 
in the 200-meter butterfly, touching 
the wall at 2:23.14. Winning the 50-
meter freestyle, sophomore Kelsey 
Ballard finished at 26.78. Thayer 
took first in the 100-meter freestyle, 
clocking in at 57.86. 

Meskin also won the 100-meter 
butterfly at 1:04.45, while Jelinek 
took home the 200-meter individ
ual medley with a time of 2:22.80. 
Denicola took first in the 500-meter 
freestyle, c locking in at 5:29.19. 

Winning the 200-meter back
stroke, Elise Fraser swam a 2:22.06, 
while Fosko also took first place in 
the 200-meter breaststroke with a 
time of 2:38.66. 

The Lions return to the pool on 
Feb. 22 for the three-day Metropoli
tan Conference Championships. 

Indoor Track and Field Wrestling 

Track team takes down Rider Wrestling adds to win streak 
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Holzbaur finishes her race in first place. 

By Christine Houghton 
Sports Editor 

The mens' and womens' track teams 
went on the road to take on Rider Uni
versity in a dual meet on Friday. Feb. 1. 
Both teams were victorious the men 
won 113-42 and the women came out on 
top 89-69. 

For the men, freshman Stuart Gruters 
finished third in the mile as he ran a time 
of 4:28.10 and freshman Michael Ian-
notta placed fifth in the same race with a 
time of 4:39.62. 

Sophomore Anthony Lorenc took 
fourth place in the 55-meter race, clock
ing in at 6.71. Freshman Alex Amoia 
placed third in the 800-meter race, put
ting up a time of 1:58.49. In the 3000-
meter race, sophomore Pelle Nogueria 
placed third and junior Mike Zurzolo 
took fourth with times of 9:06.96 and 
9:10.81 respectively. 

The women's team was able to sweep 

the top four spots in the 400-meter race. Se
nior Kathleen Jaeger took the top spot with 
a time of 1:00.67 and freshman Victoria 
Vricella followed close behind at 1:01.27. 
Junior Katie La Capria and sophomore 
Emily Hirsch placed third and fourth with 
times of 1:01.27 and 1:01.75 respectively. 

In the mile, the women took the top 
three spots with senior Erin Holzbaur 
taking first, running a time of 5:19.00. In 
second and third, freshman Kelsey Kobus 
ran a 5:19.08 and senior Natalie Cooper 
put up a time of 5:19.37. 

Junior Sam Gorman won the 200-
meter race with a time of 25.97. Senior 
Madeline Tattory took the top spot in the 
3000-meter race, coming in at 10:38.44, 
while senior Gabby DeVito finished a 
close behind in second place with a time 
of 10:38.50. 

The Lions return to action on Friday, 
Feb. 8 for the two-day David Hemery 
Valentine Invitational as they travel to 
Boston University. 

Ortega holds down his opponent. 
By Christine Houghton 
Sports Editor 

On Friday, Feb. 1, the Lions took on Cen
tenary University, which they beat 28-12. 

The next day, the team went on the 
road to participate in the Messiah Col
lege Open, competing against more than 
30 universities from the Northeast. 

The College put forth a great effort 
against Centenary and continued its 
winning streak. 

Notable wrestlers include junior Dan 
Ortega, sophomore Jake Giordano, ju
nior Dan Kilroy, sophomore Robert 
Dinger, freshman Quinn Haddad and se
nior Ryan Budzek. 

The team dominated the Messiah 
Open, winning six matches against Di
vision 1 opponents. 

Giordano wrestled through four 
rounds to win his.second title of the sea
son at 133 pounds. 

Sophomore Thomas Anderson made 
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his way to the final match in the 184-
pound category, pinning one of his op
ponents and finally winning the title via 
a 7-0 decision. 

Ortega pinned two opponents, but 
ended up taking second after falling 
in the final round to an opponent from 
the University of Maryland in the 125-
pound weight category. 

Both sophomore Anthony Rua and 
junior Nic Mele wrestled at 141 pounds 
and placed third and fifth respectively. 

Freshman Quinn Haddad and junior 
Matt Cornely took fourth and seventh 
respectively, wrestling at 197 pounds. 
Wrestling at 133 pounds, sophomore 
Jake Falleni won five matches to place 
fifth overall in his weight class. 

Sophomore Christian Deehan wres
tled at 125 pounds and placed sixth 
overall for his weight class. 

The Lions return to action when they 
travel to Delaware Valley University on 
Friday, Feb. 8. 



Lions ride four-game winning streak 

Gibson and Byrne guard their opponent. 
Miguel Gonzalez / Photo Editor 

By Malcolm Luck 
Staff Writer 

With less than two weeks re
maining in the regular season, the 
women's basketball team knows 
that a New Jersey Athletic Con
ference loss has significant post
season implications. 

The team responded by winning 
four consecutive games against 

NJAC opponents, which propelled 
the Lions to the top of the confer
ence standings after a win at Ra-
mapo College on Saturday, Feb. 2. 

The College began the week 
with a dramatic 45-43 win at Rut
gers University-Newark on Jan. 
28. The match was rescheduled 
following the postponement of 
the original date originally in
tended for Jan. 19. 

The closely contested match had 
Lions ahead 17-15 at the end of the 
first h alf. Following a three-pointer 
from junior forward Jen Byrne 
to put the Lions ahead by eight 
with 7:04 left in the third quarter, 
Rutgers-Newark responded with a 
10-0 ran before junior guard Lau
ren Barlow sank a free throw to 
break the streak. The Lions entered 
the fourth quarter down 32-28. 

Rutgers-Newark extended the 
lead to 38-30 with 4:42 remaining 
on the clock, but the College re
fused to roll over. A three-pointer 
on the next possession from se
nior guard Nicole Shatsky cut the 
lead down to five. 

The Lions found themselves 
down by four with a minute left. 
Byrne scored a bucket in the paint 
to cut the lead in half. With 10 
seconds left on the clock, a clutch 
and-one conversion from sopho
more forward Shannon Devitt put 
the game on ice and secured the 
victory for the team. 

The College returned home on 
Jan. 30 to take on Rutgers Uni-
versity-Camden. The Lions rode 
the momentum from their previ
ous game and glided past their 
opponent, dominating the floor in 
an assertive 76-47 victory. 

The Lions scored at will in the 
first quarter, which set the tone for 
the rest of the game. Senior guard 
Sam Famulare opened scoring 
with a three-pointer within the 
game's first minute. 

In dominating fashion, the Col
lege's offense scored on almost 
every possession in the first quar
ter. The team posted 27 points and 
commanded an 11-point lead just 
after the first quarter. 

After out scoring Rutgers-

Camden 25-21 over the next two 
quarters, the College thwarted any 
attempt at a comeback by drop
ping another 24 points in the final 
quarter of regulation. By the time 
the final buzzer sounded, Famu
lare, Byrne and Barlow had over 
10 points each, putting up 19, 11 
and 11 respectively. 

The last game of the week 
came at Ramapo, who had a 4-11 
conference record on the season. 
Finding themselves down by one 
point after the end of the first 
quarter, the Lions exploded for 25 
points following a 12-0 run to open 
the quarter, which was ignited by 
Shatsky's two early three-pointers. 
Byrne contributed one of her own, 
followed by freshman guard/for
ward Rachel Gazzola with 1:50 
remaining in the half. A late three-
pointer closed out the half as the 
Lions never looked back on their 
14-point halftime lead, eventually 
emerging with an 84-70 victory. 

Now boasting a 14-8 overall 
record and 12-3 conference re
cord, the Lions look to keep the 
top mark in the NJAC in their 
final three regular season games. 
The Lion's final three games will 
not be against teams in the half of 
the conference, beginning with 
a road game at New Jersey City 
University tonight at 6 p.m. 

Cheap Seats 

Remove abusers from football fields 
By Sarah Pawlowski 
Staff Writer 

The National Football League is a beloved 
organization in American society. Football 
has become synonymous with American cul
ture, while it unites millions across the coun
try in the process. Despite the camaraderie 
and sense of pride the NFL instills in Ameri
cans, the league has a dark side that must not 
go unchecked. Many of the league's players 
have been accused and even convicted of do
mestic violence and sexual assault. 

While not every player who has faced 
such allegations has been proven guilty, the 
NFL has historically rewarded a number of 
those who have by offering lighter penalties 
and ramifications than they would for other 
crimes. The NFL breeds and perpetuates a 
culture of violence in American society by too 
often looking the other way when its players 
commit domestic violence and sexual assault. 

There is no shortage of players who have 
been accused of these crimes. The list includes 
top names such as Ray Rice, LeSean McCoy, 
Daryl Washington, Kevin Williams, Brandon 
Marshall and Jameis Winston. 

More recently, Kansas City Chiefs player 
Kareem Hunt was shown on video attacking a 
woman and was subsequently cut by the team. 
Despite these players getting into serious legal 
trouble because of their actions, not all abusers 

have been removed from the league. The NFL 
has time and time again allowed these men 
to return to the field, which sends a loud and 
clear message — in the league, athletic talent 
is much more valuable than morality and re
spect for others. 

The National Football League began to 
address charges of domestic violence with 
increased seriousness in the wake of the Ray 
Rice scandal, in which the former Baltimore 
Ravens player was captured on video punch
ing his fiancee Janay Palmer and dragging 
her out of an elevator in Atlantic City. 

Rice was indicted on charges of third-
degree aggravated assault and suspended for 
two games. 

In their statement, the Baltimore Ravens 
said, "We know there is more to Ray Rice 
than this one incident." 

The NFL commonly uses suspension for 
a variety of acts, such as drug use or crimi
nal behavior. As CNN reported, Rice also 
applied to and was accepted into a diver
sionary program for first-time offenders that 
would allow him to be cleared of charges in 
one year. 

Much criticism of Rice's punishment en
sued, which led the league to reexamine its 
policies. The suspension penalty increased 
to six games for first offenses of domestic 
violence and other violent acts, with a life
time ban happening at the second offense. 

Goodell is being criticized for his handling of domestic violence issues. 
Around this time, footage of the incident 
between Rice and Palmer emerged. As a re
sult, the Ravens released Rice. 

Despite the NFL's claims that it is now 
treating domestic violence with increased 
seriousness, the opposite seems to be true. 
The league brought on domestic violence 
experts to help address this serious issue 
within the league, but in May 2018, two of 
these individuals stepped down from their 
roles. Deborah Epstein, one of the experts 
involved said, "I simply cannot continue to 
be part of a body that exists in name only." 
The NFL Players Association formed a 

commission on domestic violence in the 
wake of the Rice incident, but according to 
an opinion piece published by Epstein in 
The Washington Post, the NFL did not take 
the commission's suggestions and findings 
seriously. Over the course of this past sea
son, NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell 
has been noticeably absent. Goodell has 
been subject to public outcry for the way 
the league handles these issues. As The 
Wall Street Journal reported, the league 
has enjoyed higher ratings in the wake of 
Goodell's absence. 

See NFL page 21 
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