


INVEST IN 
THE FUND THAT PAYS 
THE BEST DIVIDENDS. 

GUARANTEED DIVIDENDS. 
The United Negro College 

Fund hasn't missed a payment 
since 1944. Each year it pays off in 
more than 7,000 black profes
sionals from Fund-sponsored col
leges, with training in business, 
social and technical sciences that 
Americas industry needs today. 
CJNCF graduates have proved to 
be profitable for business. And 
your investment will guarantee 
even higher payments in the 
future. 
PREFERRED STOCK. 

By making it possible for 
these young people to attend col
lege, you help increase the num
ber and quality of tomorrows class 
of p rofessionals. Your contribu
tions allow us to keep our tuitions 
low, as well as to grant financial 
aid. And that's important because 
if it weren't for your investment 
support, some 70% of our stu
dents couldn't attend college at all. 

MUTUAL BENEFITS. 
Now that you know what your 

investment will do for these young 
people, here's what it does for you. 
in your business, you can recruit 
these eager professionals who re
turn to the community with fresh 
ideas that can help your company 
move ahead. 

Today, CJNCF graduates are 
making valuable contributions as 
computer experts, engineers and 
marketing professionals. Doctors, 
physical therapists and teachers. 
Even as ambassadors helping to 
keep peace in the world. Your con
tributions to the United Negro 
College Fund have made their 
contributions possible. 

Chances are, you've already 
benefited from the fund. Isn't that 
reason enough to make an in
vestment this year? Send your 
check today to United Negro 
College Fund, Box B, 500 East 
62nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10021. 

No one can do it alone. 
GIVE TO THE UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND. 

A m ind is a terrible thing to waste. f • ^ l 
Contributed by Publisher as a public service and the Advertising Council. doiriCM 



UTIMME UMANA 
LA VOZ OCULTA 

Micheal K. Nixon 

Phillip Money 
Patrice Harewood 

Editor 

Production Manager 
Business Manager 

CONTENTS 

African Cookbook 
New Concepts 
Betty Thomas 
Betty Carter 

4 
5 
6 

8-15 

SOLIDARTY DAY 
Bakke Rally 
Helufi Memoirs 
Rembrance of Things Past(special) 
Fannie Lou Hamer 
Achievement Night 
Being Black 

Black Students 
Poetry 
Hispanic Expressions 
Mrs. Chucumba Interview 
Colored Girls Review 
Short Breifs 
Picture Story 

Noel Pointer Review 
Picture Story 
Jets Here He Comes 
Dance Concert 

May 1978 Vo1, 8: Issue 5 

Utimme Umana/La Voz Oculta is published twice a month in cooperation 

with Afro- American Studies Department. Deadlines for articles is the first 
Monday after publication at 5 p.m. Utimme Umana's offices are located in the 
basement of the Student Center at Trenton State College. The telephone 
number is 771-2225, or 771-3040. Funded By Student Activities Fund. 

16 
19 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
28 
30 
31 

Afro-American Studies 
Trenton State College 

Trenton, INJ 

Ayeshia Davis Layout Manager 
Doreen Crawford 
Vanessa Van Norden 
Melanie Marsh 

Marlon Allen Art Dept. 
Melvin Taylor 

Helufi-Adisa Kamau Prison News 
Debbie Higginbotham 

Prof. Don Evans-Faculty Advisor 

Judy Clark Campus News 
Richard Williams 
Micheal Arrington 
Amadu Jolloh 
Cathy Jackson Johnny Salgado 

Bill McCoy Sports 
Wanda Brown 
Pat Long 

Kim F. Weeks 
Bernie Porter 
Ivy Kittrell 
Tim Gibson 

Debbie Callender Reviews 

STAFF 
Karen Larkin 
Gloria Wilson 

Leroy Thomas 

To A Real Friend 
This, the last issue of the Utimme 
Umana/La Voz Oculta is dedicated to 
Leroy Thomas. When I began to 
write the meaning of t his dedication, 
my mind went completely blank. I 
could not find the exact words to say 
who Leroy was and what he was all 
about, but maybe I could just say this 
about Leroy and let it rest. Leroy 
Thomas' only concern was for the 
survival of t he Black campus com
munity. No one can disagree that 
Leroy Thomas was an exceptional 
asset to the minority students at 
Trenton State College. 
Those who were fortunate enough to 
be here with Leroy, not only knew 
him but had the golden opportunity to 
work along side of this powerful 
force. 
In that same spirit of L eroy Thomas, 
we dedicate this final issue of the 
Utimme Umana/La Voz Oculta; the 
man who brought recognition to the 
"family" here at TSC. 

Phoij Editor 

Afro-American Studies Dept. 

Pam Venable Donica Fisher 
Karen Humphries Q^McNajr 

Dr. Gloria Dickinson, Chairperson 



Black Solidarity Day 
Minority Students Re-Unite At T.S.C. 

' Richard Williams 

"Power concedes nothing without 
demand," says Frederick Douglas 
who goes on to say that "the struggle 
may be moral or physical but it must 
be a struggle." 

These words sum up what students at 
Trenton State College say happening 
on Quimby's Prairie Wednesday, May 
3,1978. What they saw was a group 
of serious Minority students voicing 
some very serious demands and 
frustrations. Indifference on the part 
of Trenton State College, added to 
the inability of so called Student 
Representative organizations (such 
as S.F.B.) to see or even begin to 
understand the needs and/or desires 
of M inority students led to Wednes
day's demonstration. 

The denial of f unding or cut backs in 
funding that were administered by 
the S.F.B. were the catalysts back 
initiated the move. Minority students 
already disallusioned with their coll
ege experience saw in these acts that 
their interests were of no concern to 
those powers that be here at T.S.C 
Minority students who for too long 
had looked to the Student Goverment 
Administration and others who pro
fessed to speak for them and act in 

their better interest...decided to look 
to themselves for the solution of their 
grievances. Maybe...this is as it 
should be!!! 

When the issues were discussed, it 
was found that the cutbacks were 
only one of many problems confron
ting Minority Students here. It was 
found that what had appeared to be 
problems for only a few were in fact 
not isolated, but being perpetrated 
against all Minority organizations and 
individual students. The immediate 
effects of the meeting which proceed
ed the rally was a re-awakening of 
Minority peoples on T.S.C. campus to 
the fact that they must "Unite" if 
they are to survive. James Baldwin 
put it very aptly when he said "if they 
come for you in the morning, and I do 
nothing...they will come for me in the 
evening." The need for Minorities to 
Unite prompted the development of 
the new Black Student Union, the 
implementation of l ines of c ommuni
cation with other Minority organiza
tions in the area, such as the BSU at 
Princeton, Rider, Rutgers, Living
ston, etc. also a system of co mmunica
tion with the Minority organizations 
in the community is also being 
developed. Students from Princeton 

University and Rider College added 
input into the meetings and were in 
attendance at the rally. 

The rally itself highlighted the overall 
move, in that the whole day was 
spent addressing students, informing 
them of the total picture here at 
T.S.C. and how the future looked 
bleak for Minorities unless something 
was done now! Speakers from the 
community such as Brothers Admin, 
and Shuja of the All Americans 
Liberation Party and Brothers of t he 
All African Peoples Revolutionary 
Party shared with the students, and 
again re-iterated the need to unite. 
Brother Aulau of Rider College spoke 
and re-emphasized the close proximi
ty of T.S.C. and Rider along with 
Princeton and Rutgers. He pointed 
out how we do not live in a vacuum 
and what happens to one, affects all. 
The Trenton State College Gospel 
Choir stirred the crowd with rendi
tions of Greatest Love of All, The 
Negro National Anthem, Freedoms A 
Comin, and others. 

Students became worked up and 
marched in an orderly fashion while 
chanting on Dr. Brower's office as 
well as throughout Green Hall and 

cont. on page 27 
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Rallying to overturn Bakke 

Listening carefully as speakers denounce the racist Bakke won by the civil rights movement, some 35,000 people prepare to 
decision and the government's attempts to turn back the gains march throuah Washington, D.G., last Saturday. See centerfold. 

By JA IME VEVE 
WASHINGTON, D.C., April 15— 
In one of the most militant and 
massive demonstrations held 
anywhere in the United States 
since the civil rights struggle of the 
1960s, over 35,000 people, the 
majority Black, Asian, and Latin 
youth, came to Washington, D.C., 
to^ay to voice their total op
position to the racist Bakke case 
now pending before the Nixon-
packed U.S. Supreme Court. 

Chanting "We won't go back, 
send Bakke back," the angry 
voices of thousands of youths from 
the oppressed communities 
demanding the overturn of the no
torious Bakke decision, an end to 
racism, and the upholding of 
affirmative action programs were 
undoubtedly heard in the hallowed 
halls of the Supreme Court and the 
White House. 

Three hours before the march 
was to begin, people were already 
arriving at the assembly site, 
reflecting the tremendous response 
among the oppressed youth to this 
demonstration against racism, 
called by t he National Committee 
to Overturn the Bakke Decision. 
Buses and carloads of demon

strators began arriving from places 
as distant as Detroit, Atlanta, 
Buffalo, Chicago, North Carolina, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Rochester, and Newark. 

Over 100 buses came from New 
York City, including 35 from the 
various campuses of the City 
University of New York (CUNY). 
In no time, the Ellipse became a 
sea of people holding up hundreds 
of b right yellow b anners and flags 
made by the NCOBD with slogans 
that proclaimed "Say no to racism, 
overturn the Bakke decision," 
"Bakke—apartheid in jobs, hous
ing, and education," "Fight for 
education, overturn Bakke," and 
"If Bakke wins, we a ll lose." 

At the assembly point, the 
crowd enthusiastically waved their 
flags in the air as Dennis Serrette, 
chairman of the New York 
NCOBD, and Belinda Lightfoot, 
co-coordinator of the Washington 
NCOBD, chaired the first rally, 
which heard from a number of 
individuals active in the struggle 
against racism and the Bakke 
decision. Some of the speakers 
represented were Alice Jennings, 
co-chairwoman of the Detroit 

NCOBD, Arthur Kinoy, 
progressive constitutional lawyer, 
Frank Schaefer-Corona, a member 
of the Washington, D.C. School 
Board, Odette King of the Asian 
Focus of the NCOBD, and Ber
nard Hughes, East Coast regional 
coordinator of the NCOBD. 

Finally the march surged out of 
the gathering site led by a con
tingent from the Black community 
of Washington, D.C. The con
tingent was composed of s tudents 
from local high schools and 
colleges, such as Howard Univer
sity, and trade unions, especially 
the American Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Employees 
and the American Federation of 
Government Employees, both of 
which have many Black members. 

Chanting, "We're fired up, send 
Bakke back," the marchers moved 
ten to fifteen abreast slowly down 
Pennsylvania Ave. in a massive 
procession covering over 20 city 
blocks with a continuous chorus of 
chants such as "Up with Soweto, 
down with Bakke," "We say no, 
we say no, we say no to racism," 
and "Reverse discrimination is a 

sham, affirmative action is our 
demand." 

As the marchers passed the 
offices of the reactionary Supreme 
Court, their angry voices rang in 
unison with the chant of "We're 
gonna beat back the Bakke 
decision." One could sense in the 
uninterrupted enthusiasm and 
spontaneous chants of the demon
strators that they knew that their 
protest marked a significant 
advance in the struggle against 
racism. 

"We say no to racism, we say no 
to sexism, we say no to Bakke, we 
say no to Carter!" With these 
words Jimmy Garrett, co-
chairperson of the Washington, 
D.C. NCOBD, greeted the march
ers as they gathered at the steps of 
the Capitol where the final rally 
was held. 

Hilda Mason of the Washington 
D.C. City Council opened up the 
rally by voicing the feelings of 
everyone present at today's historic 
march. "Today we are marching, 
we are marching for justice. We 
are marching to stop the oppres
sion agaiast minorities, against the 
denied, against the have nots." 

Bill Simons, president of the 

cont. on page 21 
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Incarceration: What is it? Webster 
defines incarceration as follows: 1. to 
put in prison. 2. to confine. 

MY OWN PERSONAL experience 
began on September 20, 1972 to the 
end of Au gust 1976.1 was an inmate 
at Trenton State Prison, Leesburg 
Prison, and Yardville Correctional 
Institution. During those years I was 
actively involved as opposed to just 
doing time. I was a political prisoner 
rather than the prescribed status of 
functioning in the lesser capacity for 
criminal-orientation. 

During my confinement, I participat
ed in many varieties of institutional 
programs. I performed such tasks as 
a teacher's aide, social-workers aide, 
and full-time theraputic counselor. It 
is in this setting, that I was to become 
an enemy to the administration and 
security, and at the same time 
become a friend and ally to my peers. 
In any event the powerlessness I was 
supposed to pattern was a farce in 
circumstance. 

My attempt at writing this article is 
to somewhat enlighten the public to 
the blatent realities that actually 
exist in the (closed worlds) prisons. 

The starting point is to express the 
points of LA W. The lowest interac
tion is between the accused and the 
police. The police, once called upon by 
a victim, is to arrest the accused. The 
accused is warned of h is rights, then 
taken to headquarters, booked on the 
charge and then thrown into a jail 
cell. The magistrate for the town is 
called up by telephone by one of the 
superior police officers to come over 
to the headquarters to set bail for the 
accused. Usually the bail exceeds five 
times as much as the accused is 
actually able to obtain to allocate his 
freedom. This is done deliberately if 
you are poor and a visible minority. 
Once bail is determined, the accused 
is then able to place one telephone call 
to see if he is able to obtain the 
sufficient monies. Most often the 
accused in not economically fortunate 
enough to obtain the bail. He is then 
remanded to the county jail and there 
he must remain until it is time to go to 
court. This process takes three to 
nine months before the case goes to 
Grand Jury. 

The second point of the law, is the 
courts. The courts are the intermedi
ate between the police and the 

prisons. The courts determine fate of 
the accused. In most cases the 
defendant is poor, he is defended by 
the state. He is economically and 
socially disadvantaged. On the other 
hand, if the victim is from the 
middle-class income bracket he is 
secured enough to pay the services of 
private practice. Before the court 
procedure begins, the accused is 
allowed to pick twelve jurors of his 
peers to determine if the prosecution 
for the state has entered enough 
substantial evidence to convict the 
accused. Although it may appear as 
though it will begin on fair-ground, to 
the contrary, it is biased and an 
unconstitutional frame-up. The jurors 
picked are the peers of the accused. 
They are neither members of his race 
nor do they hold similar job-status or 
live in same type of community. In 
reality, they are complete strangers 
to one another, quite alien to each 
other, and afraid of one another. This 
composition along with the judges 
influence is out to determine the 
accused fate. 

The third and most important point of 
LAW is the prison; a systematic type 
of tot ally closed institution. It serves 
to protect the community via the 
super-rich. It is set up to protect 
property more than humans, against 

potential and intentional dangers to 
it, with the welfare of the persons 
thus sequestered not the immediate 
issue: jails, penitentiaries, P.O.W. 
camps, and concentration camps. "It 
is like leaving one world and entering 
the world of unknown restriction. It is 
more or less a stripping sensation. It s 
characteristic of inmates that they 
come to the institution with a 
'presenting culture' (to modify a 
psychiatric phase) derived from a 
"home world" - a way of life and a 
round of activities taken for granted 
until the point of admission to the 
institution. However, to the senses of 
man, the communication is not for
eign to incomers. It is the policy of 
receivers to interpret it as such. Now 
it appears that total institutions do no 
substitute their own unique culture 
for something already formed; we 
deal with something more restricted 
than acculturation or assimilation. 

For instance, if cultural change does 
occur, it has to do, perhaps, with the 
removal of certain behavior opportun
ities and with failure to keep pace 
with recent social changes on the 
outside. Thus, if t he inmate's stay is 
long, what has been called "discultur-
ation" may occur - that is, an 
"untraining" which renders him tem-
porarilly incapable of m anaging cer
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tain features of daily life on the 
outside, if and when he integrates 
back in the mainstream of soc iety. 

In any event, man must move along, if 
he is strong-willed and determined to 
stay alive, (the right to survive). Now 
up against a wall higher and much 
longer than the wall in China, the 
accused must be capable of with
standing the enemy's attack. 

The recruit comes into the hostile, 
indifferent establishment with a con
ception of himself made possible by 
certain stable social arrangements in 
his home world. Upon entrance, he is 
immediately stripped of the support 
provided by these arrangements. In 
the accurate language of so me of our 
oldest total institutions, he begins a 
series of abusements, degradations, 
humiliations, and profanations of self. 
His self is systematically, if often 
unintentionally, mortified. He begins 
some radical shifts in his moral 
career, a career composed of the 
progressive changes that occur in the 
beliefs that he is concerning himself 
and significant others. 

It is at this entrance stage that the 
individual must identify with his 
inner compulsion of self-concepts to 
maintain his true identification with 
the world he has just left in order to 
survive this ordeal of becoming 
systematically institutionalized. The 
barrier that total institutions place 
between the inmate and the wider 
world marks the first curtailment of 
self. In civil life, the Sequential 
scheduling of the individual's roles, 
both in the life cycle and in the 
repeuied daily round, ensures that no 
one role he plays will block his 
performance or ties in another. In 
total institutions, his person, in 
contrast, membership automatically 
disrupts role scheduling, since the 
inmates separation from the wider 
would lasts around the clock and may 
continue for years. Role depression 
occurs, displaying non-verbal com
munication (anti-social), disinterest in 
affairs and basically non-active upon 
choice. 

I might add that the individual must 
expand his potentiality above and 
beyond the normal scheme of his 
prescribed position. The accused 
must confront his keeper and make 
him well aware of his ability to 
perform quite unordinarily outside 
the policy dictation that is routine. 
The accused must be able to partici
pate and involve himself in the daily 
routine of partially withdrawing him

self from the already hindered classi
fication, he himself is reminded of 
daily. He must at all time re-enhice 
his assets in relation to his keeper. He 
can achieve this by informing his 
keeper that he is intelligently capable 
of se lf-determination. 

Total institutions disrupt or defile 
precisely those actions that in civil 
society have the role of attesting to 
the actor and those in his presence 
that he has some command over his 
world-that he is a person with 
"adult" self-determination, autonomy 
and freedom of action. A failure to 
retain this kind of adult executive 
competency, or at least the symbols 
of it can produce in the inmate the 
terror of fe eling radically demoted in 
the age-grading system; similar to 
that of a dependent child on his 
mother. 

A margin of self-selected expres
sive behavior ~ whether of antagon
ism, affection, or unconcern - is one 
symbol of self-determination. This 
evidence of one's autonomy is 
weakened by such specific obliga
tions as having to write one letter 
home a week, or having to refrain 
from expressing sulleness. It is 
further weakened when this margin 
of behavior is used as evidence 
concerning the state of one's psychi
atric, religious, or political con
science. 

Seemingly unreal, but yet very 
factual, there exists what then 
should be the absolute direction of 
maintaining one's actual individu
ality outside the prescriptive norm. 
That is to say,that all activities that 
are overt but conforming, are in 
complete harmony with institution
al policy. They classify these activi
ties as privileges. All other outward 
expressions of self wanting to 
determine his own personal up-lift

ing is discredited. For example, if I 
were to express my discontent for 
what may seem as irrational policy, 
I would obviously put myself in 
jeopardy of being punished for not 
conforming to these covert racists 
rules and regulations. 

Discipline is the essential element 
for survival. Every organization has 
its way of disciplining their mem
bers. In prisons the total institution 
must reassure and enforce its 
imposition around the clock, but I 
warn you that this particular behav
ior can lead not only to complete 
subordination, but a total lack of 
independency which by every 
means is essential in the world 
today. 

In order to reassert that complete 
aspect of individuality the accused 
must be allowed to express and 
achieve every opportunity within 
his reach. He also must watch out 
for the payments which are usually 
provided by means of relevance as 
commisary, gifts, or trophies. 

How does the inmate meet and take 
care of h is own personal interest? I 
say to this, that he performs above 
and beyond the duty of the average 
man, not only does he have to prove 
himself to self, but to his superiors 
as well. 

This leads me to a controversial 
issue at present where the criminal 
justice system is trying to recon
struct the visible structure they 
intend for the masses to perceive as 
reality. Now-a-days contemporary 
prisons are detering away from the 
old a ere dunere on tvpe towards the 
new multi-dimensional space age 
unit to serve the same purpose. It 
sounds ideal, but significantly 
enough, policy dictation does not 
allow for this idealism to be 
implemented. It is my notion that 
the systems perpetuates non-activ
ity to the extent that it serves to 
weaken individuality in front of 
blatant discriminatory practices. 
Seemingly, it appears to be a means 
to an end to the institutions political 
format, which only seems to benefit 
administration and security pur
poses. I strongly believe that the 
administration should cease evad
ing imperative social issues by 
taken for granted that remodeling 
old structures into new ones with
out first remodeling the frame of 
minds and attitudes inherent of the 

cont. on page 18 
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REMEBRANCE OF THINGS PAST 
Fannie Lou Hamer's Light 

Born Fannie Lou Townsend on October 
sixth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, 
the youngest of 20 ch ildren of sharecrop
per parents on a plantation in Montgom
ery County, Miss., she grew up in 
Sunflower County, the recognized 
domain of ultra-conservative Senator 
James Eastland. 

From the time she was six, young Fannie 
Lou worked in the cotton fields. In 1945 
she married Ferry "Pap" Hamer, a 
sharecropper, and they later adopted 
two daughters. 

In August 1962 the Rev. Bevel tied his 
text from Matthew 16:3, "Dicerning the 
signs of the times," to voter registration. 
Foreman insisted that everybody, Black 
and White, had aright to vote. That was 
Hamer's first such meeting, but she liked 
what she heard. 

In response to the challenge, Hamer and 
17 others volunteered to go to the 
courthouse the following Friday and try 
to register. As scheduled, the 18 
boardal an old bus used to haul cotton 
pickers. 

As the passengers unloaded at the 
indianola courthouse, police and other 
curious Whites wandered around the bus 
eyeing them suspiciously. Inside the 
desk clerk growled, "What do you nigras 
want?" Hamer, the leader, stated that 
they were there to try to register. They 
were told to go outsided and return two 
at a time. 

After a long, nerve racking, frustrating 
day the Blacks reboarded their bus not 
knowing whether they had been regis
tered or not. Hamer had flunded a tricky 
examination on the Mississippi constitu
tion. (Later, commenting on the event, 
she laughingly remarked, "I never knew 
that Mississippi had a constitution." 

Because Hamer dared register to vote 
she was fired from a job she had held for 
18 years. The landlord also dismissed 
her husband, refused to pay her daugh
ters their regular salaries, and took the 
family car, claiming the Hamers owed 
$300 en it. 

That night Fannie,Hamer went to stay 
with friends. Ten days later 16 bullets 
were fired into the friends' home and two 
local Black girls, too young to vote, were 
killed. 

Undaunted, the Hamers reestablished 
their home in Ruleville. From that day 
on Fannie Lou Hamer was faced contin-

George Sewell 

uously with insults, threats, assults, and 
intimidations. In December 1962 she 
returned to the courthouse to retake the 
literacy test. "You'll see me every 30 
days 'till I pass," she informed the clerk. 
On her third try on Jan. 10, 1963, she 
passed and became one of the first of th e 
county's approximately 30,000 Blacks to 
register. 
Hamer's name was in the little black 
book cf the White Citizens Council. If 
she managed to get a job she was soon 
fired. That same year she became an 
active worker in the civil rights move
ment. 

In June 1963, upon returning from a 
workshop in South Carolina, Hamer was 
met with the full fury in whose shadow 
she had lived sincer her initial registra
tion attempt. She was jailed, beaten, 
cursed, kicked, and assillted. "I was 
nearly out of m y mind... They just kept 
beatin' me and tellin' me, 'You nigger 
bitch, we gonna make you wish you were 
dead.'There ain'tnothin' like that kink of 
misery I was going through. When they 
finally quit they told me to go to my cell, 
but I couldn't get up, I couldn't bend my 
knees. Every day of my life I pay with 
the misery of that beatin'. "It left her 
with a pronounced limp. 
Bevel and Andre Young finally managed 
to have her and the others relaeased. 
The experience had convinced her that 
"Things were dead wron inlMsisappi >i... 
and whatever it is, I'm gonna do 
somethin' about it." she also knew there 
were nearly twice as many blacks as 
whites of voting age in Sunflower 
County, yet the number of Hacks 
registered were only two and a half 
perceit of the Whites. 
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Still Shines 
Her modus operandi was to bring about 
change. She tried to work in the regular 
Mississippi Democratic Party, but to no 
avail. After she attended a precinct 
meeting in Ruleville her husband was 
fired from his new job. Determined to be 
a part of the body politic, Hamer and her 
followers decided to establish a political 
party open to everyone. They called it 
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party. -

In Mqy 1964 the MFDP opened its 
Washington office. Representatives 
traveled throughout the nation, speaking 
at forums and conventions about the 
terror that characterized the life of 
Mississippi Blacks and the impossibnility 
for them to be elected delegates to the 
Democratic Convention. 

Meanwhile, back home they were hold
ing district elections of delegates to the 
National Convention. At the state 
convention, ED King, a native White 
Mssissippian, was elected chairman of 
the delegation and Hamer was named 
vice chairman. They experienced tough 
oppoosition at Atlantic City. They failed 
to unseat the "regulars" and refused a 
compromise to settle for two seats as 
dele gates -at-large. 

At Atlantic City, Hamer testified before 
the credentials committee on national 
television. Her eloquently told version 
of t he Mississippi story won friends and 
money for the MFDP. "You see, " she 
said, "this is not mississippi's problem. 
It is America's problem. 

In 1968 the MFDP fused into the loyalist 
Democrats and succeeded in unseating 
the regulars. In 1972 the regular 
Democratic Party had become racially 
mixed and sent amixed delegation to the 
National Convention and voted for 
Jimmy Carter. The Mississippi House of 
(Representatives passed a resolution 
116-0, praising Hamer and her contribu
tions to state national politics. And 
Morehouse College awared her a citation 
at its 1969 commencement exercises:"... 
You have little formal education and 
your speech is full of e rrors in grammar 
and dictionl; but you tell your story with 
a passionate power that is intensified by 
pain, and you are a natural leader with 
the capacity to guide and inspire your 
fellow suffers...We pay tribute to you for 
your noble example of Black womanhood 
for your strong defense of human 
dignity, and for your fearless promotion 
of civil rights in your native state of 
Mississippi." 

cont. on page 18 



Looking To 
A sweeping and moving 

experience, touching the inner 
recesses of the mind; lifting the 
spirit and reawaking feelings too 
long unused. Exploring the 
depths of and rising to the 
heights of Blackness This is 
Cultural Achievement Night...an 
esperience in Blackness. A "Na
tural High" built on weaving 
melodies, rythyms, congas, artis
tic dancers, poetry, and the 
spiritual. 

Cutural Achievement Night is 
sponsored by and through the 
Chance program, and is designed 
to impact the community with an 
experience on Blackness. It is, to 
educate, to entertain and to 
enlighten, and it certainly does 
all t hree with gusto! 

The program opened with the 
Uhuru Sa Sa dancers rythymati-
eally expressing Blackness to the 
sound of the drum (played by 
James Butter Allen and Eddie 
Rothmaller. 

These 10 Beautiful Sisters in 
Blackness captued the attention 
of the crowd while dancing to Sa 
Ku Kazi (time to work. 

Dennis Sistrunk on flute and 
Butter Allen on congas provided 
the musical back drop to the 
powerful poem "Middle Passage" 
done by Judie Clack, Patricia 
Hare wood, Melanie Marsh, Dorie 
Scott and Regina Willis. The 
poem, expressing through a sati-
yrial play on words, the twisted 
view of the white slaver and 
slave owner, while reflecting the 
Black anger and spirit. The 
poem hits home with its stylish 
delivery and pulsing musical 
background. 

The temps of the might change 
when Patricia Harewood and 
Melanie Marsh gossiped and 
flurdly weaved their way thro
ugh "Paul Lawrence Dunbars 
"poem "The Party" sone smooth
ly expressively and often hitari-
ously. 

"Motherless Child" done by the 
Uhuru Sa Sa Dancers, with 
accompaniment by Melba Lee, 
displayed four of the dancers 

flowing through an expressive 
interpretive stule, bringing to 
the mind mental pictures of t he 
love and depair depicting the 
Black exp erience. 

Then Judie Clark blew the 
"Roof off the Sucker" with her 
powerfully moving rendition of 
Langston Hughes poem "The 
Negro Mother'. It was "mean" 

A New World 
and as J.J Walker would say 
"Dyn-o-mite." While Regina 
Willis followed, expressing Black 
determination and spirit with 
Lance Jiffers poem "My Black
ness is the Beauty of thi s Land." 

The Uhuru Sa Sa dancers 
returned with "Love to the 
world" followed by Dorie Scott 
doing a poem by Margaret Wat-
her entitled "For my People". 
"Jazz" did it as only ' Jazz" could 
expressing herself and capturing 
the audience while "Looking" for 
the new and better would." 

Intermission was followed by 
the Trenton State Gospel choir: 
directed by Ernie Scott who 
joyously swept up the crowd and 
lifted them to the heights with 
their spirituals. Soul cleansing, 
through harmony, what we recie-
ved and the joy of being a part of 
it all, made it all the more 
meaning ful. 

The beauty of to night'a show 
is surpassed only by the know
ledge that there's another one to 
night which will also feature the 
Trenton State jazz Lab. Quintit 
in addition to the rest of last 
night's performers. 

Cultural Achievement Night 
certainly achieved its aim, and 
we the viewing audience are the 
richer for it. It all seems to end 
so quickly, just proving the old 
adage of "how time flies when 
your're having fun." It is 
regrettable that Cultuaral Achie
vement Night only comes once a 
year, but given the respone of 
the crowd, that too may change. 
Congralutations to all the partici
pants and to the Chance Pro
gram, and I wish to say Thank 
you and Right On!! 

Standing On The Old 

"Cultural Achievement Night" 
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BEING BLACK IN A PREDOMINANTLY 
WHITE COLLEGE 

Being Black means to walk across campus on my 

first day of class and not see one black student. 

Being Black means to have all white teachers and 

to be surrounded in class by white or nearly all 

white students 

Being Black is to open my textbooks and see 

pictures of white folk and to read white-washed 

theory, philosophy and history which are irrele

vant to me. 

Being Black means to go to a white counselor 

whom I don't trust, and who doesn't know how to 

handle my presence or my problem. 

Being Black is trying to get administrators to 

understand my needs and do something about 

them, or trying to convince a campus policeman 

that he should not arrest me out of prejudice. 

Being Black is tolerating "Nigra" for "Negro" and 

favoring neither. 
Being Black is to watch whites look upon my 

natural hair, my mustache, my african garments, 

my black music and literature, my black 

community language, and my other symbols of 

black pride as being deviant. 

Being Black is seeing a soul sister or brother 

slaving overtime on a dirty menial job and being 

underpaid. 

Being Black is to go into a class disadvantaged 

and find that I have a teacher who believes it is 

impossible for a black student to make and "A" or 

"B" grade. 

Being Black is not having a penny in my pocket 

and seeing white students visit Europe and 

Mexico and driving fancy sports cars, and at the 

same time knowing that their parents and 

ancestors got rich off the sweat and pain of my 

parents and ancestors. 
Being Black is to be a resource person for curious 

white folk who, after being answered, are willing 

to accept my expertise. 

Being Black is to know that my great, great 

grandmother was raped and labelled promiscu

ous, that my great, great grandfather was worked 

from dawn to dusk and labelled lazy, that my 

father was denied a job and labelled shiftless, that 

my sister was "busted" upside the head by some 

racist with an axe handle, while policemen 

laughed, and then labelled her as a trouble-maker. 

And finally, that I was denied an equal 

opportunity and labelled as "culturally deprived". 

Finally, Being Black means to be lonely, 

hyperalienated, depressed, displayed, ignored, 

and harassed. Just the fact of b eing black is to be 

at the brink of revolt. 

I hope that these perceptions will give you a 

better view in understanding, accepting, and 

respecting the black student; in becoming more 

involved in his world. My view is only a fragment 

of the big picture; however, I hope that this small 

fragment can help you to help some black student 

before he is forced to take other action, possibly 

action of revolt and disruption. 

From: Harper, Frederick D„ "Black Student 

Revolt on the White Campus" 

Journal of College Student Personnel September, 

1969, p.29 
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1 he Black Student And The American Drean 
THE BLACK STUDENT OF 

today must be a soldier as well 
as a student. He is embattled to 
mentally free himself in order to 
preserve a culture and an 
identity — his own. Today more 
young black men and women are 
entering and graduating from 
America's colleges and 

•ersities than ever before. 
Black spokesmen traditionally 
refer to them as potential 
de J. jrs of the future of the 
bh communities across the 
nation Many go so far as to 
proclaim that times are 

ing, that the lot of black 
in the United States is 

i -roving; that today's youth 
: getting the chances their 

C.a rents and their parents' 
p a r e n t s  n e v e r  h a d .  
. "atulations may be in order, 

'id lor whom? The black 
community should be the 
recipient of the talents of its 
youth but the percentage of 
h college graduates who 

• > n to the community is not 
fr ok In fact it is pitifully small. 

THE FUTURE PROSPERITY 
improvement of c onditions in 

a Black community is directly 
"elated to the struggle of the 
Black student to free himself 
mentally. Physical slavery in the 
United States was supposedly 
abolished when the 13th 
Amendment was legislated, but 
law cannot free the mind or 
spirit. We are the mental slaves 
of th e "American Dream" and if 
we are to preserve our culture 
and our identity as a black race, 
we must break the bonds of this 
servility. The war has begun for 
all of us — not just students. 
Some began to fight later than 
others and some have not yet 
begun to fight for all, but fight 
we must for the stakes are great. 

TOO MANY OF OUR students 
do not realize the nature of the 
conflict that threatens them. 
This, in itself, is dangerous 
because we inadvertently 
become victims or tools of 
rhetoric about the American 
Dream. It is imperative that we 
acquire a broader knowledge of 

the national social system and 
the manner in which it 
perpetuates itself while 
preserving within Its complexity 
the social diseases that plague 
our people. We have taken our 
social environment for granted. 
W e  c a n n o t  t a l k  a b o u t  
strengthening our communities 

because we have learned that 
some will do us harm while 
others will not. We learn by our 
own experiences and by the 
experiences of others. This ia 
manner in which definitions of 
the situation are formed. 

AS MORE BLACKS WERE 
brought to America they 
underwent a similar learning 
process and as they mated and 
reproduced they transmitted 
what they had been taught to 
their offspring. The cycle 
continued and as more was 
learned about the Anglo-Saxon 
way of life, less was retained 
about life in Africa and African 
culture. Today, many of the 
values of Black people living in 
America are those of the Anglo-
Saxon. Educational facilities are 
under Anglo control and until 
recently the only reference 
Black students had to their 
history was a mention of sl avery 
as a precipitating factor of the 
American Civil War. We now 
attempt to reject the ways of the 
Anglo-American and seek our 
own, but we find ourselves 
imprisoned. For the Black 
student, the temptation to 
submit to the ideal of the 
American Dream and pursue a 
middle-class way of life is too 
frequently stronger than the 
desire to return to the Black 

without first attacking the things 
that have weakened them. Thus, 
it is the sociological aspects of 
this society and our relationship 
to it that we must study in depth 
if we are to return an identity 
and culture that we may call our 
own. 

WE MUST RECKON WITH 
reality and the reality is that we 
do have a culture that is our own. 
We have become angry and 
frustrated because we struggled 
to become part of a system 
which has rejected us. Today, 
the Black student faces a 
dichotomous situation that on 
one side calls for a rejection of 
the white-American way of life 
and on the other a realization 
that he lives in America and has 
known no other way. Even 
though he is not accepted in the 
American society, he has Jseen 
regulated by its the norms, 
mores and values. His attempts 
to reject the evils of the system 
are aborted because of right and 
wrong have been defined by t hat 
very system. His every need 
must be met in a manner 
condoned by the system or he 
must answer for his deviance 
and defiance. The black student 
is given a choice that seems to be 
no choice at all. He can accept 
American society without faith 
in that society or he can reject it 
and become a victim of its 
defense mechanisms. 

TO EXAMINE THIS situation 
sociologically it is necessary to 

look to the beginning; the arrival 
of the first Blacks to North 
America and Anglo civilization. 
The twenty Blacks who landed at 

Jamestown in 1619 were 
children: not children physically 
or mentally, but sociologically. 
Estranged from the culture and 
customs of their homeland, the 
first men from Africa to live in 
North America were as babies 
learning right and wrong, good 
and evil from those who had the 
power to define. Their previous 
socialization had little relevance 
to their situation in America 
because they were living under a 
new and different society. 
Sociologist W. I. Thomas states 
that "... the child is always born 
into a group of people among 
whom all the general types of 
situations which may arise have 
already been defined and 
corresponding rules of conduct 
developed, and where he has not 
the slightest chance of making 
his definitions and following he 
wishes without interference." 

Our each and every action is 
motivated by a definition of a 
situation or a series of 
definitions of the situation. We 
see some things as good and 
some as bad because we have 
been taught to regard them as 
good and bad. Some things we 
fear and others we do not 
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Zke ft lack Student "The African 
Peoples' 
Cookbook 

community. This is the juncture 
at which the war to free the mind 
inflicts its greatest toll on the 
Black community. 

HOWEVER, THE PICTURE 
is not without hope. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
Black awareness has done much 
to keep a slowly increasing 
number of Black students at 
home in the ghettos which need 

them. Maintaining close contact 
with his roots helps the student 
to give some thought to the 
Black community and the role he 
can play in redressing its 
problems. In reference to role-
taking and reference groups 
Muzafer Sherif states that a 
person "... passes from one 
group situation to another ... he 
reacts to the demands, 
pressures, and appeals of new 
group situations in terms of the 
person he has become to 
consider himself to be and 
aspires to be." Formerly, in 
terms of role-taking, the Black 
student had only one general 
reference group — that if middle-
class-Anglo-America. Today, 
with the increased influence of 
Black reference groups, the 
Black student now has a greater 
realization of his obligations. 

THE BLACK STUDENT OF 
this generation is involved in 
battle to free his rriind because 
the concept of Black awareness 
has attained the status of cause 
celebre during his lifetime. 
However, for the greater portion 
of h is life, today's Black student 
had been socialized to aspire to 
become a middleclass 
American. The Black awareness 
groups began to compete for the 
loyalties of young Blacks after 
the values and norms of middle-
class Anglo-America been 
internalized. Once the middle-
class norms are internalized, 
they become a part of the 
students frame of reference and 
as the student attempts to 
redefine his situation in the 
pattern of Black reference 
groups, inevitable conflict 
occurs. The student finds that in 
many cases jthe values of th e two 
general reference groups 
polarize, thus his mind is not 

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN 
the two value systems leads to 
sociological ambivalence or 
incompatible normative 
expectations attitudes, beliefs 
artd behavior assigned to a status 

in a society. Sociological 
ambivalence manifests itself 
when a status-holder faces 
contradictory expectations such 
as those of the Black and Anglo 
reference groups. Those 
students who accept a role in 
middle-class American society 
are ridiculed as "sell outs." 
Rejection of middle-class 
values, which are the normative 
bases of the American legal 
system, leads to social and legal 
condemnation by the Anglo 
society. 

THE STUDENT'S struggle to 
free his mind is a very impor
tant one, not only for himself, 
but for his home community as 
well. Whether the student has or 
has not reached a decision as to 
which path he will take, he will 
not remain a student forever. 
Some choose to escape the con
frontation by utilizing an insula
tion from observability in which 
they display behavior that 'is 
exaggerated to demonstrate to 
their peer groups that they are 
not attached to the activities or 
attitudes of the opposite 
reference group. 

DECISION ABOUT THE 
obligation to serve one's ethnic 
family as opposed to the social 
and economic security to be 
found in conforming to the 
middle-class value system is not 
easy. 

THE FUTURE OF THE OUR 
communities - and, perhaps, 
indeed, that of this nation - will 
be determined by the action we 
take in arming ourselves with 
the mental preparedness 
necessary to reckon with the 
Anglo society. We must study the 
American social system to 
determine the ways in which it 
perpetuates itself and restricts 
us in order that we may retain 
the talents of our students for 
our owp communities. By 
processing a knowledge of the 
manner in which the American 
Dream attacks us, we can 
prepare a defense to meet the 
assault. If we do not meet this 
challenge, our communities will 
be deprived of their greatest 
asset — our talented youth. 
Reprinted from UU/LVO 

May 20, 1977 

Utimme Umana 
La Voz Oculta 

by Barbara Kamara 
(AANS) — In the p ast five years, 
there has been an increasing 
cultural and political awareness 
on the part of Bl ack people in the 
United States of our ancestral 
home, Africa. Along with this 
development, there has been a 
slow — but steady — de sire for 
more information about African 
foods and the ways in which they 
are prepared. 

Numerous myths about these 
foods have made many people 
reluctant to eat or even prepare 
African foods. This colujnn, in 
presenting African recipes and 
food preparation ideas, will try 
to banish some of these myths, 
all with a view towards political 
and cultural as well as culinary 
enlightment. 

Many African eating habits 
are similar to our own, one of 
them being the widespread use 
of chicken as a source of meat. 
In Africa, chicken may be 
roasted over an open fire, baked 
in an oven, used in soups or 
stews or even fried. 

Pepper Chicken, a favorite of 
many West African people, is a 
very characteristic African food 
and its recipe can teach us a few 
general things about African 
cooking. 

African cooks are flexible in 
their use of ingredients. 

In the recipe below, for 
example, even though the list of 
ingredients includes chicken, 
lemon juice, salt, peanut butter, 
onion, tomato paste and three 
different peppers, only the 
chicken, salt and ground red 
pepper are actually necessary. 
The rest of the ingredients are 
either optional or can be 
substituted for by others of the 
cook's choosing. 

African food is highly 
seasoned, more so even than 
well-flavored, down home soul 
cooking. Thus no specific 
amount of pepper is called for, 
but rather left up to the chef's 
fancy. Add as much pepper as 
you wish, but remember: 
without SOME pepper, there can 
be no Pepper Chicken. 

And finally, take note of the 
fact that African cooks too are 
budget conscious. Thus a serving 
of Pepper Chicken for six should 
cost no more than $1.50, unless, 
of course, you buy some extra 
expensive chickens. 

Keeping these general ideas in 
mind, try your hand at preparing 
this traditional African dish. The 
recipe is that of Doris Sawyer, a 
Sierra Leonean student at 
Bennett College in Greensboro, 
N.C. 

PEPPER CHICKEN 
To serve 6: 
WASH a 2-1/2 lb. chicken. 
SPLIT chicken along the 

breast so that it can lie flat in a 
pan. 

MAKE slits all over the 
chicken with a sharp knife. 

SALT the chicken. 
SQUEEZE the juice of 1 large 

lemon (or lime) over the 
chicken. 

SPRINKLE the chicken with 
ground red (cayenne) pepper. 

CHOP finely 1 large green 
pepper and 1 small onion and, if 
you wish, 3 large red peppers. 

MIX chopped ingredients with 
1 teaspoon tomato paste, 2 
tablespoons peanutbutter and 
juice from one large or 2 small 
lemons. 

S P R E A D  m i x t u r e  o v e r  
chicken. 

COVER the bottom of a 9 x 12 
loaf pan with oil (A larger pan 
may be used, if desired). 

PLACE chicken in pan and 
bake at 350° u ntil done (about 1 
hour). 

BASTE during cooking with 
any of the peanutbutter mixture 
that might be left. 

Serving suggestions 
P e p p e r  C h i c k e n  w i t h  

homemade bread is very good. 
Or serve with an African tossed 
or fruit salad and boiled 
plantain. It is great as an 
addition to an hors d'oeuvres 
table. 

Limeade would be a refreshing 
drink to serve with Pepper 
Chicken. 
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New Concepts for the Relationship of Man 
Judie Clark 

On Saturday, November 19, 1977, 
member of the Utimme Umama and 
guests enjoyed a rare and special 
treat. 

Just this past year, the UU/LVO has 
improved greatly, both in quality and 
quantity. Due to the increase in staff 
and dedication of Mike Nixon(Editor), 
the UU/LVO can be classified as one 
of the "better pieces of li terature" on 
campus. Should the staff members of 
the Utimme Umana sit back and 
ego-trip off of this fact? 

"No," says Osker Spicer. Osker 
Spicer is a staff writer with the 
Institute of t he Black World(IBW) in 
Atlanta Georgia. His topic was, "The 
Important of Developing an Efficient, 
Progressive Newsmagazine." 

According to Spicer, there is an even 
present need for communication 
Black communication, through the 
media. As he stated, the New York 
Times is going to protect the govern
ment, so Blacks need some form of 
communication to protect themselves 

Therefore, Black writers, journalists, 
and students play a very important 
role in making sure that Blacks are 
aware of what is going on at all times. 
We must continually strive for 
efficient media, as that is our only 
hope of being guided in the right 
direction 

A strong point that Black writers 
and journalists must remember at all 
tipies is that news and other informa
tion must be presented at a level that 
the masses of the Black community 
can read and see, hear, and under
stand, because that is who the media 
is to reach the masses of the Black 
community and have an impact. 

The role of theBlack writer, then is to 
carefully present his literature in a 
ihost absorbing manner. Spicer com
mented that the black media today 
roust include a more in depth study of 
our African history. This lack of 
knowledge about our history contri
butes to our misconceptions about our 
African ancestors and Africa herself. 
Through white media, we tend to 
think of Africa as a savage wild jungle 
where they 'swing from trees. 
Through the Black media, we learn 
that Africa is indeed not savage and it 
is in fact our home. 

Apparatus is needed to obtain an 
efficient newsmagazine. One such 
form of equipment would be"tele-
phone trees," which are telephone 
lines set up so that the Black media 
and other information can be ex
changed rapidly. 

Spicer never advised us not read or 
believe the white press but rather to 
be able to distinguish fact from 
fallacy. There were recent incidents 
on campus where there were articles 
submitted in both the Utimme Umana 
and the Signal, and opposing views on 
these incidents were undoubtedly 
present. In view of this we found this 
a very appropriate point for Spicer to 
make. Not only must Black writers 
and journalists be able to distinguish 
fact from fallacy, but it is their duty 
to see to it that the Black community 
also can "read between the lines." 

Spicer stated that one of the major 
problems with Black communication 
was that a lot of people have been 
reading things without questioning 
what they have read. People have 
tendency to believe almost anything 
if it's in black and white and the white 
press plays very hard on this weak 
spot of the people. We must indeed 
question everything we read in its 
entirety. A great step towards devel
oping an efficient newsmagazine then 
would be to write to the editor of Jet, 

Ebony, Black Stars, and other Black 
magazines and criticize their work 
and style. Yes we should criticize those 
magazines constructively and by 
doing so we will be aiding the editors 
in desiging a better and more 
effective piece of literature geared 
towards the people. Also Spicer 
added "the press must be made to 
serve the people." A most effective 
means of co mmunicating is to ex
change literature with other Black 
colleges, which would cause the Black 
press to expand on the whole. 

Spicer also informed us that it was 
most necessary to "take non-writer 
and make them writers." There are 
many Black scholars who have the 
potential to write and with the aid of 
other Black writers and journal'1 

can produce some of the mi 
informative literature imaginable. 

The Black writer of the Utimme 
Umana have acknowledge and accept
ed the very important role that we 
must play in distributing an effective 
Black newsmagazine and we agree 
with the Institute of t he Black World 
that in order to create a new world, a 
new humanity, "Black men and 
women must break the shackles of 
our past thoughts and actions. We 
must confront the stark reality of our 
present existence and generate new 

concepts for the relationship of man 
to man." 

Frantz Fanon backs this up when he 
says,"come then comrades it would be 
as well to decide at once to change our 
ways. We must shake off the heavy 
darkness in which we were plunged 
and leave it behind. The new day 
which is already at hand must find us 
firm, prudent and resolute...for our
selves and for humanity, comrades 
we must turn over a new leaf, we 
must work out new concepts and try 
to set afoot a new man." 

So, when you pick up a UTIMME 
UMAX A/LA VOZ OCULTA n ews
magazine one day in the near future, 
Beware:you mat not recognize it!! 

REPRINTED FROM UUILVO 
DECEMBER 1, 1977 
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Dr. Betty Thomas 

Urban Historiography 

The Minority Executive Council 
presented the first part of a four part series of 
Family Night, Sunday Sept 24th. in Holman Hall. 
Ihe First part of the program was a Lecture on 
Urban Historiograp hy, presented by Dr. Bettye 
Ihomas resides in Washington D.C. She is 
actively involved in the gathering and indexing of 
Research materials and data involving Afro 
American Institutions and Black women. Dr. 
Ihomas lecture foc used on the Methodology's 
Flnployed in doing research 

She points out when doing research, involving 
the studies of institutions in a historical context, 
one must ask what impact the institution has on 
the people utilizing those institutions. She points 
out, that when studying Afro American Institu — 
tions, one must also ask "How were those 
institutions viewed by those Blacks using them and 
what was their relation to it??' One cannot us e 
"Eurolcentric" view s in trying to research and 
analyze Black institutions; one must use "Afro 
Centric Views." 

She mentions, that in her study of 
Afro-American urban growth she found that the 
church and Fraternal Secret Organizations were 
the institutions around which the Hack comm u
nity revolved during the period between 1865 and 
1910. She illustrated t o what degree the church 
has laid an impact on Black community, 

Dr. Thomas gathered her oat; Tom a wide 
variety of journa ls, periodicals, wills, deeds, 
mercantile records and a great deal of j ust plain 
hard investigati ve rranvering. 

According to Dr Thomas, much work remains to 
be done in this field. She emphasized that th ere 
has been an abundance of work done in some 
demographic areas, while other areas have been 
virtually ignored. The lecture proved to be 
informative, well prepared and well delivered a 
Question and Answer period followed the lecture. 

Richard William s 

The Legacy of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

To our most bitter opponents we say: 
'We shall match your capacity to inflict 
suffering by our capacity to endure 
suffering. We shall meet your physical 
force with soul force. Do to us what you 
will and we shall continue to love you. 
We cannot in all good conscience obey 
your unjust laws, because noncooper-
ation with evil is as much a moral obliga
tion as is cooperation with good. Throw 
us in jail, and we shall still love you. 

Bomb our homes and threaten our chil
dren and we shall still love you. . . . But 
be ye assured that we will wear you 
down by our capacity to suffer. . . . We 
shall so appeal to your heart and con
science that we shall win you in the 
process, and our victory will be a double 
victory.' [Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Stength To Love. New York: Harper and 
Row, 1963, p. 77.] 
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Return To Betty Carter 
In the three years since Todd Barkan 
converted Keystone Korner into a jazz 
club, many greats have played on his 
stage, better known musicians such as 
Miles Davis, Stan Get, McCoy Tyner, 
Herbie Hancock, Freddid Hubbard, and 
Chick Corea. Lesser known but equally 
talented originals such as Cecil Taylor, 
Ornette Coleman, Sun Ra, Sam Rivers, 
and Jack Dejohnnette. Jazz history 
parades through Barkans doors. 

Never in Keystone History, Barkan told 
me, has an engagement been so "Emo
tionally satisfying" as Betty Carter's last 
week. 

With no press hype and very little 
money spent on promotion, Carter drew 
as well as Miles Davis did a few months 
ago, and became the only musicians at 
Keystone ever to receive a standing 
ovation for every set she preformed. 

I refer to Betty Carter as a musician 
because she's not "just" a singer, but a 
powerful improvisor who reworks every 
song into an intensely personal, vehicle. 
Her excitement is that she teeters on an 
emotional precipice and yet retains the 
utmost control over an array of vocal 
techniques. She can jolt and caress in 
practically the same breath. 

Not all of Miss Carter's work is easily 
accessible even now. She is more 
concerned with projecting a feeling than 
a melody, and when words do not serve 
her purpose she rides over them. She 
creates bvridges for the listener with a 
familiar song such as "But Beautiful" in 
which she overlays her own accents and 
turns of phrase on her Billie Holiday 
roots, so that when these accents and 
phrases are used in more extreme 
settings, a relationship has been esta
blished. 
There are occasional traces of Mill 
Holiday in her singing, but the essences 
of Miss Carter's performances comes 
primarily from herself. 

Carter cannot be captured by photos or 
on records, it must be experienced live 
and closer to her the better. 
Her authority as leader of the trio could 
not be questioned. The trio-John Hicks, 
Clint Houston, and Clifford Barbaro-is a 
very powerful unit (the core of Charles 
Tolliver's Music Inc.) but it was they who 
had to strain to keep up with Betty's wild 
tempos. Their collective restraint and 
precision in one of the most difficult of all 
trio situations was remarkable. 
There were times in the concert when 
the forces of rhythm was almost over
whelming and would have destroyed any 
singer less competent than Betty. On 
"Swing Brother Swing" she would 
exhort the drummer wildly, then whirl 
and snap out the lyrics in triple time with 
faultless diction. 
Betty Carter is an extra-ordinary perfor
mer. You have hopefully put it in your 
mind to seek out her music, please do! 

Reprinted from UU/LVO 
February 2, 1978 
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You'd Be Surprised 
Thunder roars, but its really 
just a lot of noise, 
lightening strikes and sometimes 
damages. 
Too many times we strike and 
someone's soul is destroyed. 
Theres too much lightening in 
this old world. 
Sometimes inevitable, often 
unintentional, but most, times 
just plain unnessasary. 
If we would just le t the sun 
shine for a minute 
You'd be surprised what a difference it would 
make. 

You have to dig deep for diamonds, 
gold and other precious gems 
and minerals. 
And we're 'willing: to do that 
So why can't we take the time to 
dig deep into the souls of others. 
We might find that our judgements 
were entirely wrong. 
The person that you thought wasn't 
worth the time to just say hello to 
could turn out to be one of the 
nicest people you'll ever meet. 
So take the time 
You'd be surprised what a 

difference it would make. 

Patrice Fuller 

Reservations 

Occasion tourist buses come to the reservation 
Surrounded by the walls of tall buildings, 
They have heard tales of the strange ones, who 
live within the walls, 
They come to see their decaying dwellings, 
Streets lined with garbages, 
Institutions that serve as holding pens for their 
young during the day, 
Races where they labor hard for little, 
After looking around the tourists cringed and 
felt grateful for the uniformed guards who 
keep the others in. 
And the institutions that make it impossible for 
them to leave. 
Their poverty is a reassuring sight, 
It keeps them from escaping the urban 
reservation to the suburban paradise. 

Coming Of Age 

Sitting by herself, 
Looking out the window, 
She fights off feelings of loneliness 
Trapped in a marraige for years, 
Entangled by her fears, 
He was there, 
If nothing else- someone to fill the void, 
But now she's learning to fill her mind with a 
new knowledge of self, 
Freedom being her reward. 

Rona C. Wright 

Dark Continent 
From your loins 
Sprang the earths 
Mightiest warriors 
Mandingo, Nylotes 
Zulu, the Ashanti. 

From your loins 
Sprang the mightiest 
Kingdoms 
Timbucktu, Zambabwe 
Egypt, and Alexandria. 

From your womb 
Came froth philosophers. 
Astrologers, scientists 
Of all kinds. 

Within your womb 
Came forth Black men 
Who performed tasks 
That baffles today's 
technology. 

Within your great breast 
Lies all the mysteries of 
The world 
The pyramids 
The Sphinx even the 
Biblical legendary tower 
Of Bable 
And countless more 
That are still undiscovered 

Africa within you lies 
The origin of man. 
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There's Love In The Ghetto Fashion Queen 

Theres love in the ghetto 
Underneath all that garbage and hate 
Theres love and understanding 
Hopefully it will be found before 
its too late. 
Somewhere behind those walls full 
of roaches and ra ts theres respect 
Theres someone who gives a heck. 

Theres hope in the ghetto 
Parents work hard to give their children 
Some of the good things in life 
And to keep them away from the bad. 
They scrub floors and work in 
factories with the hope that their 
children will have much more than 
they had. 

There are dreams in the ghetto 
Children dream of someday leaving 
They have visions of having the 
best of everyth ing 
And hope they aren't deceiving. 
Parents dream that their children's 
dreams come true 
They pray that their children won t be 
disappointed because they once dreamed 
those same dreams too. 

There will be success in the ghetto 
They'll be one, maybe two or three 
of the young, who will grow up to be 
someone* who will settle for nothing less 
than the best 
They'll look beyond what their eyes can see. 

Patrice Fuller 

And Then Goodbye 

You held me close and then 
You kissed my lips. 
You carressed my body and then 
You filled my soul with 
Your liquid love. 
You captured my understanding. 
You shared with me some 
Of life's little secrets 

and then 
You said good-bye. 

Gloria Moss 

She glides into the room, 
Straight out of a fashion magazine, 
Styling, smiling, surveying, the scene, 
Feeling confident among her competitors. 

Perfectly poise, 
She laughs, but just a little, 
Carefully tailo red to attract the man of her 
dreams, 
She sends out her signals but only the 
unworthy respond. 

The nignt drifts on, 
Her mood changes, 
Another lousy party, 
She sits all alone, 
Wondering why- as sorrow clouds her mind, 
"Maybe that new dress I saw..." 
Carefully thinking of new ways to barge her 

Tragic is the secne of a fashion queen whose 
heart belongs on the cover of a magazine. 

Rona C. Wright 

Ruth's Son 
Ruth said she felt no pain, 
Nothing could bother her anymore, 
Her child laid slain, 
It was the way of life - sometimes, 
The streets were hard on the young, 
She knew that he was "good" inside, 
An escape from the factory routine, 
She tried to tell him, 
But he thought his mother wasn't hip to 
what was happening, 
So he took the risk 
Until the "justice" of the street caught wp with 
him, 
But Ruth felt no pain, 

Because she knew her child was free. 

Rona C. Wright 
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Helufi's Memoirs 
keepers themselves. This can only 
become possible through re-educa
tion of the diverse cultures in view, 
and subsequent re-evaluation of 
training and job related skills to be 
required by job holders within the 
institutional complex. 
The social conditions of the accused 
can only become effective and 
worthwhile if the keepers are 
effective and worthwhile. The only 
logical way this can be feasible is to 
recognize the accused shortcoming 
and faults. Not to help him to 
establish rapport and not to give 
him the proper tools to achieve his 
objectives is to defeat the purpose. 
I cannot offer any suggestions until 
the Criminal Justice System 
(C.J.S.) is shaken upside down and 
aired out to breath. At this point it 
is a closed system and cannot serve 
in the interest of t he confinee' • 
The infrastructure will not have 
any tremendous affect for assuring 
victory for the accused misfortun-
ates simply by improving the living 
conditions. This in itself is unreal to 
imagine. The vivid fact remains 
clear that man is an adaptive human 
animal and by his instinctive nature 
will learn to survive his hostile 
environment. On the other hand, he 
will surely be eaten up if he is not 
strong enough to endure the condi
tions of domestic colonization. 
Bringing this article to a climate I 
would like to mention the biggest 
farce of the total institution and 
that is the notion that these 
institutions actually believe they 
can generate rehabilitation through 
coercion. Total institutions fre
quently claim to be concerned with 
rehabilitation, that is, with reset
ting the inmate's self-regulatorv 
mechanisms so that after he leaves 
he will maintain the standards of 
the establishment of his own ac
cord.(The staff is expected to be 
properly self-regulating upon first 
coming to the total institution, 
sharing with members of other 
kinds of extablishments the ideal of 
needing merely to learn procedure.) 
In fact, this option of change is 
seldom realized, and even when 
permanent alteration occurs. 

The changes are often not of the kind 
intended bj the staff' This procedure 
should be equally distributed among 
the inmate population. There should 
not be any favortism towards any 
give inmate. Everyone should have 
the same opportunities available to 
them. 

I wish to conclude, if institutions are 
going to boast to the mis-informed 
public that institutions are geared for 
rehabilitation, then they must enable 
the inmate to actually work this out 
for himslef by allowing him to 
integrate back into society striving 
towards positve-orientated goals. It is 
important that institutions stop per
petuating a farce that only exist to 
serve as a machine to create meaning
less jobs for politicians, administra
tors, and prison guards that in the 
end leave the burden on the taxpay
ers. 

Rehabilitation comes from within the 
desire to change and if t he individual 
himself is not ready for this process, 
rehabilitation will never occur, and 
only primary, objective institutional
ization. In truth, inmates can find 
themselves in a very special bind. 
Because, in order to be released from 
one of these total institutions the 
accused has to show an extraordinary 
amount of qualities of (institutional-
rehabilitation) i.e., educational, voca
tional program participation. 

Self rehabilitation occurences can 
either have one or the other objective 
in mind when overcoming this barrier 
which ultimately leads to his freedom. 
It can serve to continue to support 
this absurd notion of negative institu-
tionization or else it can produce 
self-determinates and set out to gain 
self-acknowledgements to mold the 
offender into a total asset rather than 
a liability once he reintegrates back 
into the mainstream of society. In any 
event the burden still lies on the 
accused to correct. 

Helufi Adisa Kamau 

Hamer's Light 

annie Lou Hamer died of cancer on 
larch 14,1977. Her funeral attracted 
undreds of former colleagues in the 
luse, includingUNambassador Andrew 
oung, who delivered the euiogy, Dick 
regoiy, Julian Bond, Stokely Car 
ichael, Ralph Abernathy, Vernon 
irdan, and Hodding Carter HI. Many 
ere thought of the song she used to 
ig-"This little light of mine, I'm going 

make it shine"-and how her light 
nines the movement still. 

Negro People in 

the United States 

Tins WORK ATTEMPTS, within 
the limits of half a million words, to 
present the essence of the first three 
hundred years of the history of the 
American Negro people. This is done 
through the words of Negro men, 
women, and children themselves. 

'Too long have others spoken for us". 
So it began, in 1827 the first editorial 
in the first Negro newspaper, well-tit
led Freedom's Journal. Here the 
Negro speaks for himself. There are 
the words of participants of e yewit
nesses. These are the words of the 
very great and the very obscure, 
these are the words of the mass. This 
is how they felt: this is what they 
saw; this is what they wanted. 

And that is history. It is what the 
masses endure, now they resist, how 
they strug^lo that forms the bodv of 
true history. It is the coming into 
being, the bringing forth of the new -
including the old, but the old as it is 
pregnant with the new - that is the 
heart of true history. 

A Jim Crow society breeds and needs 
a Jim Crow historography. The 
dominate historiography in the Unit
ed States either omits the Negro 
people or presents them as a people 
without a past, as a people who have 
been docile, passive, parasitic, imita
tive. This picture is a lie. The Negro 
people, the most oppressed of all 
people in the United States, have 
been militant, active, creative, and 
productive. 

When John R. Lynch, Negro Con
gressman from Mississippi, said in 
1882, "The impartial historian will 
record the fact that the colored 
people of the South have contended 
for their rights with a bravery and a 
gallantry that is worthy of the 
highest commendation," he spoke 
truly. And when the National Associ
ation of Colored Men declared in 1896 
that "the American Negro has at no 
time in the past been either unmind
ful or indifferent to, or failed to assert 
and contend for his own rights," the 
association spoke the truth. 

cont. on page 21 
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F actors In Puerto Rico's Future 
Joe Valez 

OVER THE YEARS, debate on the 
status of P uerto Rico has turned on 
two fundamental issues: economics 
and culture. Commonwealth support
ers have argued that both statehood 
and independence are tantamount to 
economic suicide. A study in 1976 by 
the Popular Democratic Party indi
cated that, as a state, Puerto Rico 
would lose up to $420-million a year in 
federal funds. Moreover, statehood 
would deprive the island government 
of the power to grant tax exemption 
as an incentive to new industries. The 
over all cost of statehood, according 
to the Popular Democratic Party, 
would be about $800-million a year. 

Statehood supporters have published 
figures exactly to the contrary. 
According to them, Puerto Rico 
would lose about $175-million in 
income tax revenues but would gain 
up to $l-billion is additional federal 
benefits, such as revenue shaving and 
supplemental income payments under 
Social Security. The net benefit to the 
island would be about $800-million a 
year. 

Until recently, independence has 
been dismissed by the Puerto Rican 
majority as economically impractical. 
It has been assumed that the resource 
base and the productive capacity of 
the land are too slender to support a 
free nation, not withstanding the fact 
that several smaller, less-developed 
Carribbean islands have made the 
transition to independence. Leaders 
of the independence movement are 
now developing more sophisticated 
economic analyses in their effort to 
show that Puerto Rico could make its 
way as a separate country. 

independence Party Chief Ruben 
Berrios argues that, although an 
independent Puerto Rico would lose 
its federal subsidy, it would gain 
control over its economy, permitting 
structural adjustments that would 
make the economy viable. Berrios 
proposes a recovery program based 
on import substitution and self-suffic
iency in food production. 

According to Berrios, a Socialist 
government in Puerto Rico could be 
expected to attack the maldistribu 
tion of income on the island. Curre nt
ly the upper 10 per cent of the 
population recieves 38.52 percent of 
the island's income, while the bottom 
40 percent receives only 8.9 per cent. 

Another part of the status question 
deals with the preservation of Puerto 
Rican culture and the island's Spanish 
language. Opponents of statehood, 
both in Commonwealth and indepen
dence camps, fear that as a state 
Puerto Rico would very quickly lose 
its grip on the unique traditions and 
institutions that have been built up 
through nearly five centuries. Romer-
o, the current governor, arcmps that 
Puerto Rico would only enter the 
Union as an Hispanic state, and that 
Spanish would remain both the 
official and the working language. 

Whatever the outcome of the status 
debate, the United States is heavily 
involved in the Puerto Rican destiny 
and will be for some time to come. 
Americans took the island by force of 
arms in 1898 and have held the 
controlling hand there, for better or 
worse, for the past 79 years. If the 
U.S. has never Americanized the 
island, it has left the stamp of 
American politics, economy and cul
ture heavily imprinted on all phases 
of i sland life. While Puerto Rico has 
remained close to its Latin American 
roots, it has become inextricably 
intertwined with the mainland societ-
y over the past three-quarters of a 
century. An estimated two million 
people born in Puerto Rico or of 
Puerto Rican descent live in the 50 
states; more than a million American 
citizens, both Puerto Rican and 
non-Puerto Rican, travel between the 
island and the mainland each year. 

The American private sector has 
invested billions of d ollars in Puerto 
Rico. Trade between the mainland 
and Puerto Rico tops $5.6-billion a 
year. United States military forces 
maintain a major naval base and 

several smaller installations on the 
island. Net to be discounted are 
Puerto Rico's newly discovered min
eral deposits and the potential for 
offshore oil production. Important, 
too, is Puerto Rico's geopolitical 
position in a Carribbean increasingly 
fragmented into fragile mini-states, 
susceptible to the influence of such 
adversaries of the United States as 
Cuba and Russia. 

In any consideration of Puero Rico's 
future, the structural weaknesses of 
the island's economy need to be taken 
into account. During the early years 
of M exican control, Puerto Rico was 
transformed from a society of small 
landowners and farmers to predom
inate one-crop farm economy, with 
huge tracts of land concentrated in 
the hands of a few American-owned 
corporation. Sugar became Puerto 
Rico's most important product. Al
though the island still exports that 
commodity to the United States, it 
does not do it at a loss. 

Under operation Bootstrap, Puerto 
Rico emerged as a semi-industrial
ized, urban island, closely tied to the 
mainland market, heavily dependent 
on American private investment and 
trade with the mainland. In recent 
years, federal transfer payments 
have become increasingly important 
to the economic viability of the island. 
While it may be argued that political
ly Puerto Rico is not an American 
colony, its economy has a mercantilist 
coloration. 

Puerto Rico's current economic 
slump, its persistnet poverty, and its 
dependence on federal assistance Eire 
inconsistent with claims that the 
island is not an American colony. If 
the United States is to convince the 
rest of the world that Puerto Rico is 
it's willing partner, it must help 
Puerto Rico attain the minimum 
economic standards taken for granted 
by Americans. 

WHAT BLACK PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW 
about  themselves . . . .  

the  world  

READ THE UTIMME UMANA/LA VOZ OCULTA 
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Puerto Rico; Commonwealth, 
Statehood or Independence ? 

• AiiActinn nf 
THE COMMONWEALTH STATUS 
was established in 1952 through 
bilateral agreements between the 
people of Puerto Rico and the 
regress of the United States. The 
steps in the procedure were similar to 
the Enabling Act precedures for the 
admission of states to the Federal 
Union, but without the result of 
creating a federal state. There was 
created, instead, a new form of 
federal relationship. It was based 
upon two spheres of government -
that of constitutional self-government 
within Puerto Rico, and that of the 
Federal Government - with the two 
spheres of government connected by 
the applicable parts of the Federal 
Constitution and by the Federal 
Relations Act. 
There was a new departure, also, in 
the intention that the relationship 
could continue indefinitely or could be 
changed. It was clearly understood 
that the relationship was not to be 
interpreted as being a transition step 
toward any other status. 

Although the commonwealth relation
ship has operated successfully for 
over 25 years, it has inevitably, or in 
the evolving Federal-State relation
ship, revealed some undefined legal, 
political, and economic boundaries. 
For this reason, as well as because of 
strong opposition from the propon
ents of s tatehood and independence, 
the Commonwealth has been the 
subject of continuous debate from the 
time it was inaugurated. 
With respect to questions raised on 
the subject of the compact, the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
is the ultimate interpreter of the 
Constitution, and they have not 
declared themselves on these ques
tions. The weight of legal scholarship 
sustains the innovative power of the 
Federal Government to create a new 
form of association - including a 
binding association - in accordance 
with the desires of the people of 
Puerto Rico. It is clear that the U.S. 
Government entered into a solemn 
agreement with the Puerto Rican 
people in 1952, and the agreement 
referred to in the legislation as the 
compact, bears permanent legal con
sequences. 
A great deal has been said during the 
status debate of the last dozen years 
about the permanency of the relation
ship. Since the underlying validity of 
the relationship is its bilateral charac
ter, it will be as permanent as the 
people of Puerto Rico wish it to be. 

The key to the continuation and 
development of t he relationship be
tween Puerto Rico and the mainland 
is U.S. citizenship. This citizenship 
carries with it basic personal and 
institutional protections which cannot 
be encroached upon by the Legisla
ture of Puerto Rico or the Congress of 
the United States. Present constitu
tional doctrine, therefore, would not 
permit any action rendering ineffec
tive the right of U.S. citizens of 
Puerto Rico to participate in the 
determination of th eir future, wheth
er it will be continued and developed 
Commonwealth, Statehood, or Inde
pendence. 
One of the consequences of the 
prolonged status debate in Puerto 
Rico has been that in contrast to the 
great vitality continuously evident 
with regard to economic and social 
development, there has been only 
limited institutional evolution of the 
Commonwealth ideas within the fed
eral relationship. 
One of the virtues of the Common
wealth is the fact that it possesses a 
flexibility which will permit future 
changes within itself, ans also permits 
freedom of c hoice of any alternative 
status that may be the future mutual 
desire of P uerto Rico and the United 
States. 

Statehood has from the beginning of 
the relationship between Puerto Rico 
and the United States been one of the 
articulate status aspirations. Al
though not all U.S. citizens are 
residents of states, the grant of U.S. 
citizenship to the people of Puerto 
Rico in 1917 made statehood a natural 
goal of many people of Puerto Rico. 
The development of a sturdy tradi
tion and experience of sel f-govern
ment in Puerto Rico, the emergence 
of an able political leadership, and the 
creation of a growing economy with 
an increasing base for future growth 
have made Statehood a realistic 
possibility. 

Puerto Rico is a stable political 
community fully capable, by virtue of 
its demonstrated capacity for demo
cratic self-government, of assuming 
the responsibilities of Statehood. 

Economics is one of the vital factors 
in a Puerto Rican decision to seek or a 
congressional decision to grant State
hood. It has also proved to be the 
most discussed. The extensive eco
nomic studies which have been con
ducted do not clearly resolve the 

Joe Valez 
question of whether Puerto Rico is 
now prepared, or if n ot now, when in 
the future Puerto Rico will be 
prepared to assume the economic 
responsibilities and adjustments of 
statehood. Unless an appropriate 
substitute for Puerto Ricos present 
special economic arrangements can 
be provided, it is clear that is 
Statehood was to be granted now, it 
would have severe and probably 
disastrous consequences. Economic 
studies, however, indicate that sus
tained economic growth under the 
present status and a coninuation of 
the special economic arrangements 
will make statehood with adequate 
but not extraordinary or unprece
dented provision for transition fully 
possible without severe risks. 
Another important requirement for 
Statehood is the achievement of a 
clear majority for Statehood. It is not 
clear at this point how many people in 
Puerto Rico favor or approve state
hood as the ultimate status of Pu erto 
Rico. 
There is a cultural question relating 
to statehood. If Puerto Rico became a 
state it would be a case of an area 
possessing a homogeneous, distinc
tive culture being incorporated into 
the United States. Statehood would 
necessarily involve a cultural and 
language accomodation to the rest of 
the federated States of the Union. 
However this is not seen as an 
insurmountable barrier, nor does this 
require the surrender of the Spanish 
language nor the abandonment of a 
rich cultural heritage. 
If Statehood is to be Puerto Rico's 
destiny, it will be a Puerto Rican 
decision to seek Statehood. Whether, 
when, and in what way this decision 
to seek Statehood should be taken is a 
matter solely for the Puerto Rican 
people to decide, and the final 
response to such an initiative is up to 
Congress and the President. 

Independence 

Independence is a legitimate and 
dignified aspiration for the people of 
Puerto Rico, and is available as a 
status alternative if the people of 
Puerto Rico so choose. Declarations 
by Presidents representing the tow 
main political parties of the United 
States during the past 25 years have 
consistently stated that whenever it 
is clear, expressed will of t he people 
of Puerto Rico to be independent, the 
procedures leading to independence 
would be initiated in accordance with 
the principle of self-determination. 



Rallying 
Washington Teachers Union and 
secretary of the Coalition of B lack 
Trade Unionists, denounced the 
Bakke decision as a racist of
fensive aga inst affirmative action. 
He added, "We will continue to 
march until we get what we were 
promised—equality and justice for 
all." 

Antonio Rodriguez of CASA-
General Brotherhood of Workers, 
a Mexican workers' organization 
based in California, said, "There is 
no greater proof that the people 
make history, make social change, 
than today here in Washington, 
D.C. We say that affirmative 
action, we say that special ad
mission programs, are the only 
concrete ways towards those goals 
when the y talk about equality in 
the abstract." 

Other speakers at the rally were 
Grantland Johnson from the 
oppressed youth. This was 
reflected in the tremendous out
pouring of people to today's 
demonstration with a determina
tion a nd militancy which has not 
been seen since the struggle of the 
1960s which culminated in many 
gains, including affirmative action 
and special admissions programs. 

This point was not lost on the 
powerful ruling circles behind the' 
racist Bakke offensive, as 
evidenced by the boycott by the 
capitalist press of this significant 
event. The struggle against Bakke 
goes to the heart of the struggle 
against racism in this country, 
racism which is such a divisive 
weapon against the whole working 
class. 

The tremendous success of April 
15 was d ue to the fact that those 
most affected by the Bakke 
decision, the oppressed from the 
Black and Latin communities, did 
not boycott the event and instead 
came by t he thousands to partici 
pate in a historic march which ha 
contributed to moving the struggl 
against racism forward. 

NCOBD, Aimee Cruz of KDP, 
Digna Sanchez of the Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party (PSP), Betsy 
Gimbel of Disabled in Action, 
Reverend Bob Pruitt, Joe Malloy, a 
coal miner and member of the 
United Mine Workers Union, and 
C l a u d e t t e  F u r l o n g e  o f  t h e  
Women's Focus of the NCOBD. 

"A TURNING POINT 
IN THE STRUGGLE" 

Larry Holmes, New York City 
Mobilizer of the NCOBD, received 
a tremendous cheer as he opened 
his remarks with the chant 
"Down with Bakke, up with 
Soweto." He then went on to 
express the sentiments of all those 
participating in today's demon
stration when he said, "Today we 
have a meeting of organizers, a 
meeting of anti-racist activists. We 
have to be about continuing the 
struggle. Our presence here today 
is making history, making April 15 
a turning point in the struggle to 
liberate the oppressed people." 

Today's action was a revival of 
the spirit of struggle on the part of 

Negro People 
The Negro people have fought like 
tigers for freedom, and in doing so 
have enhanced the freedom struggles 
of all other peoples. Their history 
demonstrates that no matter what 
the despoilers of humanity may do -
enslave, segregate, torture, lynch -
they cannot destroy the people's will 
to freedom, their urge towards equal
ity, justice, and dignity, for without 
these things there is no decent life, 
there is no joy, there is no peace. To 
work in this history, to see the 
defiance of slaves, the courage of 
martyrs, the resistance of the plain 
people, and to study the great human 
documents they left behind is a most 
rewarding experience. 

"She" (Legacy) 
"Chico" and "Nixon" 
Thanks for taking me back for a stroll 
thru memory lane. 

Reading "She" (Legacy) landed me in 
Moncks Corner, S.C.in a familiar farm 
setting. As my mind changed the 
scene from a city slum to a rural 
setting, I began to thank God for my 
grandmother and the legacy she left 
for me. Although she could neither 
read or write, her faith and mother 
wit was unmatchable. 

Reading that poem was like going 
back home and coming away renew
ed. You've got my support. 

Alma Day 

Puerto Rico Commonwealth 
The principle of self-determination 
requires that independence coulu 
established only by democratic major
ity of t he people of Puerto Rico. In 
recent general elections the Indepen
dence Party have polled only a small 
percentage of the popular vote. 

As in the case of the other status 
alternatives, the growth and develop
ment of Puerto Rico during the past 
25 years makes a path to indepen
dence feasible. Politically, Puerto 
Rico is fully capable of assuming the 
responsibilities of d emocratic self-
government as an independent repub
lic. In fact, Puerto Rico is already 
serving as a training center for 
developing countries in a broad range 
of governmental and private activi
ties. 

To avoid serious disruption of the 
economy, a period of preparation 
before independence was to be grant
ed would be necessary for Puerto 
Rico to acquire such economic instru
ments, as control over its monetary 
system and its balance of payments, 
while developing some of the basic 
new institutions needed to guide a 
transition to independence. 

For continued progress under inde
pendence, Puerto Rico would need to 
seek a new set of r elationships could 
substitute or at least supplement its 
present relationship with the United 
States. 

Under independent status Puerto 
Rico would - probably continue to 
develop its cosmopolitan life. While 

an independent status assumes the 
emergence of a national spirit strong 
enough to organize, sustain, and meet 
the challenges of an independent 
community, for Puerto Rico this does 
not necessarily imply a narrow and 
self-defeating nationalism. 

TAURUS 

Unusual events will liven things up on 
the 7th. The new moon on the 9th high-
lights friends and scientific interests. 
The 12th, 13th and 14th a re your power 
days. The 21st favors money-saving, 
decorating ideas. Avoid a lovers' quar
rel on the 30th. 

MOON IN TAURUS: 12, 13, 14. 
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EXPECTATIONS OF WEST AFRICAN 

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 

A Interview With 

Mrs. Bridget Chukumba 

THE FOLLOWING IS an interview 
that took place at Trenton State 
Prison. Mrs. Bridget Chumkumba, 
a teacher for the Adult Advance 
Education Program discussed the 
relationship of sex roles expectation 
associated with marriage and the 
family in West Africa. 

H.A.K.:What is your African At
tribute? 

MRS. CHUKUMBA:Nenne Uba-
kanwa Chukumba. 
H.A.K.tWhat does it translate in 
English? 
MRS. CHUKUMBA:Grandmother, 
money is not as important as 
children. God comes first. 
H.A.K.:What part of the country 
and micronation are you from? 

MRS. CHUKUMBA: lam of the Ibo 
nation and my part of the country is 
Nigeria. 

H.A.K.: Was Nigeria waging any 
political struggles against 
Imperialism when you left to come 
to America? 

MRS. CHUKUMBA: No, Nigeria 
got its independence from Britain in 
1960. 

H.A.K.: Could you give me some 
insight about the different lifestyles 
of America and Nigeria. 

MRS. CHUKUMBA: The life styles 
in two places (from my knowledge) 
are not that different. Behavior 
wise, the Africans know how to 
behave, have good manners and are 
extremely respectful. As far as 
class structure is concern, we are all 
equal. The rich help the poor and 
vice versa. 

H.A.K.:Can you give me some 
insight of your traditional values 
and beliefs according to your culture? 

MRS. CHUKUMBA: The family 
unit is extremely important to us. 
We value and respect our elders 
and will never think of sending our 
old folks to Nursing homes. We also 
put a lot of value on children. The 
more children a family has, the 
richer the family. Materialistic 
values are almost nonexistent. We 
believe that a woman should be 
under the command of her husband 
and should therefore do everything 
to please him. He, the husband, in 
turn tries his best to keep her 
happy. If you are married, you are 
really married for better or worse. 
Divorcess are unheard of because 
that would put everlasting shame 
on your family. Since we value the 
family unit so much, divorces are 
out of the question. There might 
be, say, one divorce out of every 500 
marriages, but once a woman is 
divorced, no man is ever going ot 
marry her again. The man on the 
other hand, might re—marry. 

H.A.K.: Has America influenced 
your lifestyle in any way? 

MRS. CHUKUMBA: This country 
has not changed my life style at all, 
because I am not doing anything 
here that I wasn't doing before I 
came here. 

H.A.K.: What were your aims or 
directed goals while you were a 
participant in African society? 
MRS. CHUKUMBA:My goal in life 
has be-^n t o raise a family and to 
make teaching my profession, be
cause I believe that education is one 
of the best things that can ever 
happen to an individual. 

H.A.K.: What is expected of y ou as 
a mature, sincere woman in 
relationship to your man? 

MRS. CHUKUMBA: First of all, 
courtship usually leads up to 
marriage. As a married woman, I 
am expected by my society to be 
ever loyal to my husband, to be 
faithful to him, to stick with him 
come rain or shine, for better or 
worse, in sickness and in health 
until death do us part, even then 
you are still expected to be faithful 
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to him as if he were living. I am also 
expected to stay home and take 
care of my family, but this concept 
is fast—dying since most women 
now go to work either on he farm 
or else have a profession. 

H.A.K.: What role if any, do women 
partake in political activity? 

MRS. CHUKUMBA: As ar as I 
know, the African womei is not 
involved in politics, except for the 
fact that she has to giv< moral 
support. However this view is 
changing and some Africa women 
are taking active part in politics. 

H.A.K.: What significance does sex 
portray on the general attitude and 
behavior for the Ibo? 

MRS. CHUKUMBA: Sex is 
considered to be very sacred. It is 
expected of every young girl to 
keep her purity and to be u ntouch 
until after marriage. We have very 
high moral standards and the girls 
try to live up to what is expected of 
them. All of this is an effort to 
avoid bringing shame to your 
family. 

H.A.K.:Do you plan on returning to 
the Mother—Land and educate our 
brothers and sisters? Or do you 
plan on staying here in America, 
thus, contributing to this aspect of 
the struggle? 

MRS. CHUKUMBA: Ido plan to 
return to my country, because 
there is a lot I can do as far as 
helping my people is concerned, 
also I do plan to improve the system 
of Adult—Education at home. 

H.A.K.: Asante, for your 
cooperation. 

Utimme Umana 

La Voz Oculta 



play Review: 
For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide 

Ntozake S hange's play, For Colored 
Girls who have Considered Suicide/ 
When th e Rainbow is Enuf, opened 
another evening at the Forrest 
Theatre in Philadelphia. The house 
was packed and from what I heard, it 
has be en th; way since the day it 
first opened. 

The P lay, written two years ago in 
1976 by Ms. Shange, did not come off 
big, but it did come off big with 
remarks. Er ionally, overwhelmed 
and unanim. s in acclaim from men. 
The play started out in a small 
theatre house, ntil it made it's debut 
on fabulous adway, the beginning 
of a beautiful love-affair. The play is a 
magnificent piece of art in performing 
action. Although the affair with 
broadway is »od, t he play is not 
about a wonderful love affair. 

Talk about t ing on the lights, this 
is one time the darkness couldn't 
hide. The harsh words turned off 
some men so quickly it kind of seemed 
funny to see the reactions on some 
peoples faces. 

Ntozake originally wrote the play to 
be seen by women, but the play 
became a success and made Broad
way. The play has been seen by 
thousands of people across the United 
States. It's good to know that some 
men did not take the play to harshly 
and get personally upset. It not only 
is a good play, but the performances 
were superb! It's good, also that 
some men saw the play. A good 
insight especially if someone had a 
bad love experience. 

When The 
Rainbow is Enuf 

Patrice Harewood 

Women have gone through some bad 
ordeals in love and life, and the play 
expresses just that. Dealing with a 
majority of people. If shouting and 
saying, "Oh Yea", makes you feel 
good verbally , then you will like the 
play. 

The play makes you think about what 
you should have said or what you 
have been dying to say for a long 
time. Scenes from the play kept the 
audience storming with pleasure with 
such scenes as: No Assistance, 
talking about ending a sorry love 
affair. Then there is the beautiful 
choregraphy of dancing, done so 
gracefully with that positive attitude 
of body movement. Sitting there 
listening with all ears, eyes, body, 

and 'souls, I recall my favorite scene. 
Poem#l, done on Buddah Records by 
Ntozake Shange. The words poured 
out into the theatre with so much 
feeling it made all those vibrations 
explore every body tunnel and nerve. 

You must get to see this play. It's a 
damn good piece of performing art. 
The closing scene to end it all they 
sung a song titled, "I Found God In 
Myself'. The song came off like a 
warm Sunday morning in church. 
The spirit of church. Sending a 
message, it kind of makes you think 
after all, who God (She) really is. 

Dr. Hilliard S peaks At T S C 
Dr. Asn Hilliard, Dean, School of 
Education, San Franciso State Univer 
-sity, gave a very enlightening and 
stimulating presentation entitled, 
"Free Your Mind, Return to the 
Source." He pointed out that from 
the African civilization other world
wide civilization have formed, espe
cially in Europe. The African culture 
is not to be viewed as "pagan", 
"heathen" or "primitive." According 
to Dr. Hilliard, these are merely 
terms used by colonizers to satisfy 
their own beliefs. As a result of these 
beliefs, "racism" emerged. "Racism", 
says Hilliard, "is an infection of the 
belief system." 

After the emergence of racism, the 
colonial country sought to destroy 
"honest science" or all evidence. 
Information was destroyed, distort
ed, fabricated, suppressed, and con
fused, and generally limited to the 
truth. Dr. Hilliard says that the 

consequences of a false history leaves 
most Afro-Americans with what he 
calls "conceptual incarceration" (ina
bility to think apart from false 
perspectives). 

Through the use of a slide presentat-
ation, Dr. Hilliard documental facts, 
put them in logical and chronological 
sequence and challenged his audience 
to free themselves of conceptual 
incarceration. 
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Short Briefs: In the Campus Interest 
Funded 

Organizations S.G.A. Wants You 
Standing committies determine the basis of 
many Trenton State College policies and 
procedures. The policies delegated by the 
committies are in the best interest of the 
college community they affect everyone. 

The foundation and power of the Student 
Government Association (SGA), re sts in the 
hands of the students. We need new people 
who have fresh ideas and are willing to take on 
the responsibility. 

The students of TSC have t he opportunity to 
actively participate on college standing com
mitties. These committies are established to 
better the college community and to gi ve the 
students, faculty, and administration a chance 
to express their ideas and to voice their 
opinions. These committies also provide a 
means for self-improvemnet. You meet new 
people, work together and establish a friend
ship. You wil l improve your ability to speak 
within a group and develop more effective 
managerial skills. 

Sitting on a committee(s) enables the stuolent 
to become more knowledgeable of the issues 
and procedures practiced on this campus. It 
also gives the student a chance to express 
his/her opinions and ideas freely. All members 
on a committee are treated equally and their 
contributions are always respected. 

Summer Residential Ser 

If s tudents get involved in a committee and 
exeercise their full voting power, W E CANT 
LOSE. For example, if four students of a 
committee of twelve are voting on an issue, in 
theory, all we need is three additional votes 
(out of eight), to get what we want. If we don't 
exercise our vote, many of the students needs 
and ideas could be overlooked. 

If you are interested in working on a standing 
committee please come to the SGA office, 
located on the second floor of the Student 
Center, or call the office at 771-2246. Dorri C. 
Scott, SGA Affirmative Action Officer, and 
other SGA members will be happy to work 
with you. 

Ed Stawicki 
SGA V.P. of Commu nity Relations 

The articles that appear in this column are not 
necessarily the (pinions of the Student 
Government Association. Responses are 
welcome and should be addressed to: 
SGA 
Politically Speaking 
c/o SGA 
2 nd Floor Student Center 

UU/LVO 
Your Voice At 1S 

linar For Senior Citizens 

It has been my pleasure working with 
you over the past year. To those 
officers who are leaving, I hope your 
experiences and dealings with the 
Finance Board, as well as other 
organizations has been pleasant. To 
those officers who are now taking 
office, I would like to extend an 
invitation to make an appointment 
with myself, or Steve (Chairperson) 
to learn the voucher system, as well 
as your organizations relation to the 
Student Finance Board. 

It is necessary for each new or old 
treasurer, president, and advisor to 
sign signature cards and submit 
addresses and phone numbers to the 
Student Finance Board for the sum
mer and next year. 

Please make an appointment to come 
into the SFB office within the next 
three weeks to make the necessary 
arrangements concerning submitting 
signature cards and addresses, and in 
the case of new treasurers, to learn 
the voucher system. 

I am looking forward to working with 
you next year. 

Susan Schriebman 
Assistant Chairperson SFB 

TO ALL FUNDED organizations; from 
the Student Finance Board. ' We 
are a tax exempt organization. Therefore we do 
not have to pay any sales tax. Drop by the 
Student Finance Board office and Pick up the 
necessaiy forms. 

The Cover 
Last weeks Utimme Umana cover 
was an original lithograph by Lor
raine Kudelka. She is presently an art 
student here at TSC, 

A strong piercing attitude 
about love, and hate. 
A man and a women 
about people, black or white 
A strong piecing attitude 
about friends laughing, 
having a good time. 
A strong piercing attitude. Just a 
man, a man named Leroy. 

Patrice Harewood 

A WEEK-LONG residential pro
gram especially for senior citizens 
will be held at Trenton State College, 
June 4-10. Designed to provide a 
setting for the exploration of the 
potential, place and importance of 
older Americans in our society, the 
week's activities will also include a 
full recreational program and small 
group activities. 

Under the direction of Astrida But-
ners, of the Sociology/Anthropology 
Department, and Victor Crowell, 
Professor Emeritus, the "Residential 
Seminar for Older Adults" will be 
staffed by Trenton State College 
faculty. Seminar topics include "Law, 
Economy and the Older Adult," 

'Roots;' the Older Adult as Oral 
Historian and Genealogist," and 
"Health and How to Manage it." 
A full range of r ecreational activities 
includes social dancing, gym and 
swimming, a talent show, casino 
night, and a picnic afternoon in 
Washington Crossing State Park. 

Avocational interests will be explored 
and developed in small groups. 

Housing will be provided for couples 
as well as for single men and women, 
and meals will be served at the 
college dining hall. There will be a 
nurse on duty 24 hours a day during 
the week. Arrangements can be 
made to accommodate persons in 
wheelchairs. The fee for the week's 
seminar, including room and meals, 
will be $60 per person. There is a 
possibility that a limited number of 
partial scholarships will be available 
upon request. 

Enrollment will be limited to 100 
people, so early registration is rec
ommended. For further information 
and registration form, contact the 
Division of Continuing and Adult 
Education at Trenton State College, 
or call (609) 771-2255. 
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Minority Programming Committee 
Presents 

Noel Pointer At The 'Rat' 

Noel Pointer plays to make you 
happy! 

On May 5, Minority Programming 
Committee(MPC) provided us with 
the treat of having Noel Pointer and 
his band present. Noel's back-up 
band consisted of Larry on bass, 
Billie on drums, Tom on keyboards, 
and Neil on percussion. These 
brothers believe in issuing forth 
significant messages in their music. 
If you can dig reality, if you can dig 
hearing life's meaning through mu
sic, then you can dig this band. 

The members presently playing 
with Noel Pointer have been toget
her since November, and it's a sure 
bet they will be around yet for quite 
some time. 

Even as he warmed up, vhe tense
ness in the audience slowly began to 
dissolve as we readied ourselves for 
Noel's performance. To say that 
Noel "performed" would be putting 
it lightly. His mindblowing tunes, 
including a heavy rendition of 
Stevie Wonder's Isn't She Lovely 
were "out of this world!" 

Noel first picked up a violin when 
he was 10 years old, and ever since 
then, he's been creating sounds that 
other musicians merely dream 
about. 

Influenced by such great Black 
violinists as Pappa John Creech, 
John Blair, and Ray Nance, Noel 

later enrolled as a member of the 
Brooklyn Borough-Wide Orchestra. 
Here Noel's overwhelming talents 
were truly developed, enabling him 
to put his abilities to utmost use. 

Noel also attended the High School 
for Music and Art in New York and 
the Manhattan School of Music. 

Somewhere along the line, Noel 
decided that he would apply his 
talents to a less conventional style 
of music. Thus, he began experi
menting with all sorts of different 
mediums. 

During this time, Noel Pointer's 
reputation as a fine violinist quickly 
spread. He has appeared in concert 
with many wide-range acts, such as 
the Jackson Five, Barry White, 
Thelonious Monk, Stylistics, Jon 
Lucien, Randy Newman, Sammy 
Davis, Jr., Marvin Gaye, and many, 
many others. 

Noel has had a lot of recording 
experience with such greats as 
Aretha Franklin, Kool and the 
Gang, Randy Newman, and Jon 
Lucien. 

Noel is particularly fond of p erform
ing at colleges, for, as he put it 

"I think it's hip because we are 
playing for people who are our own 
age group, and they appreciate it 
more. There's an influx of s tudents 
coming out which is really good. 
That's a very positive sign." 

Like fire, a new dimension in music 
enjoyment is sweeping across the 
entire listening audience. Like a 
gush of f resh air, it moves into the 
souls of the people. Delivering 
words of love and inspiration, it 
moves, and takes the audience with 
it. It's music that promises to be 
around for a long time to come. 

Like galaxies in time, a new 
dimension in music enjoyment is 
sweeping across the entire "istening 
audience. 

Like a breath of f resh air, it moves 
creatively among its audience. 

Delivering words of love and 
inspiration, it moves and takes the 
audience with it. 

At last, the violin, a long misunder
stood instrument, is coming into its 
own as it hits the music scene. 

Issuing forth vibrations of har
mony, the violin moves people in a 
way unlike any other instrument. 
Its smooth, mellow pace makes it a 
welcome tool whether one's down 
and out, happy, or sad. 

The person who's responsible for 
re-creating this vibrant spirit is 
Noel Pointer, a 21 year old violinist, 
composer, and arranger. 

Judie Clark 

26 



We, the Black Students of Trenton 
State College, demand the following 
from the Trenton State College 
Administration and Board of Trus
tees: 

1. A restructuring of the Student 
Finance Board and other funding 
agencies to faciliate adequate distri
bution of a vailable funds. 

2. That all funding be stopped to 
programs, departments, and related 
services which maintain discrimina
tory practices with regard to academ
ic and/or co-curricular activities. 

3. That the college require the hiring 
of B lack and/or Hispanic faculty and 
staff in Departments, Divisions, and 
programs now deficient. 

4. That all majors be restructured to 
require the study of aspects of Black 
and Hispanic Studies relevant to each 
discipline. 

5. That responsible committee con
trol of scheduling all campus facilities 
be instituted to avoid capricious and 
irresponsible value judgements when 
allocating said facilities. 

6. Behavioral modification for faculty 
and staff to eliminate the paternalis
tic and racist attitude heretofore 
expressed toward students by faculty 
and staff. 

7. That all minority extra-curricular 
activities be co-sponsored by the 
corresponding departments, and that 
the expertise and facilities of those 
departments be made availabel to 
these organizations. 

8. That the quality of academic 
advisement provided to minority 
students be upgraded. 

9. That discriminatory practices in 
the hirings of minority students for 
on campus managerial and supervi
sory positions be ended. 

10. That a Black or Hispanic 
academician be appointed to the 
position of Vice President for Academ 
-ic Affairs. 

the Student Center. This was done 
not to intimidate but to inform those 
powers that be that Minority stu
dents were disgruntled and would 
begin dealing with and not reacting to 
situations here at T.S.C. 

Concerned students such as Mike 
Nixon, Richard Williams, Dorri Scott, 
Kathy Beatha, Ronald Morrison, etc. 
felt that it was the duty of all 
students to articulate an injustice and 
a part of a students education to try 
and implement meaningful change. 
Hundreds of others throughout the 

student body feel the same way. The 
demands which were articulated dur
ing the rally if met would benefit not 
only Minority students but all 
students. 

The rally was a success and alerted 
students to the fact that problems 
here at T.S.C. must be addressed by 
them if they are to be corrected. 
Education may begin in the classroom 
but it ends in the streets. 

Right On and Power to the People! 

WHAT BLACK PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW 

about  themselves . . . .  
the  world  

READ THE UTIMME UMANA/LA VOZ OCULTA 

27 



A1 Green has still got it 

Communicating 
Debbie Callender 

A1 Gr een performed at the Valley 
Forge Musical Fair recently, dis
playing what is not nearly new to 
him, that is, love, good music, and 
spreading the gospel. A1 Green has 
recently found himself in the Chris
tian belief. He said he had it once 
upon a time but lost it-and now he is 
glad to have it back again. Even 
though Green has been born again, 
he still performs in a way that 
satisfies both the religious and 
non-religious audiences. 

Green's performance is primarily 
done in the same style as in the past 
i.e., before he was saved, except he 
calls on God to help him through a 
song instead of calling on his baby. 

Aside from changing his religion, he 
has also changed his style in dress 
from cleancut to flashy and clean-
cut-sporting a silver satin suit with 
the slacks tucked in silver ankle 
boots, and large glittery frames. 
Even though A1 Green has made 
some changes, I must admit that he 
has still got what it takes! 

he still knows how ti mellow his 
audience out with his hits like 
"Let's Stay Together," "Tired of 
Being Alone" and "Still In Love." 

Mr. Green also keeps them snatch
ing and grabbing for the red roses 
that he stretches out with kisses to 
the audience. He is still a success, 
folks! And speaking of succwss, 
Natalie Cole was in Jersey perform
ing at New Jersey's amusement 
park, GreatAdventures. Her per
formance was really together. 

The concert was held outside with an 
audience of a few thousand, leaving 
standing room only. Natalie Cole 
gave the audience exactly what they 
wanted, entertainment. She took the 
pace of things up and down with hits 
like Sophisticated Lady and Party 
Lights!! Then she slid into love, 
sweet love doing something like Our 
Love. She even lured the audience 
into fantasy land with La Costa and 
Lucy In The Sky with kaleidoscope 
eyes. And while we are talking about 
beautiful things, let us not leave out 
smokey Robinson who has taken a 
vacation from sunny California to 
perform on the east coast. He made 
his one-night stop in the Philadel
phia area to perform at the Tower 
Theater. Much of the material 
presented can be found on his latest 
release titled, "Love Breeze." This 
album is composed beautifully. It 
contains various types of music 
from disco, to easy, mellow music, 
and some very deep lyrics. Mr. 
Robinson's show and albums are 
some very serious things for one to 
experience, because he really cries 
his heart out in every song. Spyro 
Gyra, a new jazz-rock group, also 
appeared at the Tower Theater 
with Smokey Robinson, spyro Gyra 
performed cuts from the "Sun
burst" album as well as some new 
things from his latest album 
"Smoke." You can listen to Spyro 
Gyro on WTSR May 23, at 7 o'clock 
Until next semester, be good. 
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Smokey pouring his heart out. 

29 
Spyro feeling the groove 



Donald Covin: Jets Here He Comes 
Donald Covin playing pro football...? 
If you were to ask him this question a 
few years ago, you would pronamy 
have gotten a laugh in the face and 
"are you joking?" But ask Donald 
that question today and he will say, "I 
have a chance." Your next question 
would be "Who is Donald Covin?" 

Donald Creig Covin, better known as 
Cope, is a senior at Trenton State 
College in New Jersey. He is an 
All-Conference, ah-American football 
player and a tough defense-back in 
the game. Donald has worked long 
and hard to achieve some of the 
things in life that he wants. But he 
doesn't take all the credit of getting 
where he is today. Who gave him the 
incentive, inspiration, and fight to 
play? Well, to answer that question, I 
have to tell you a little about Don. 

Donald is from Long Branch NJ, 
majoring in Industrial Arts-special 
field is Metals/Graphic Arts. He 
comes from a family of a thletes. His 
older brothers, especially Glen, put 
the biggest impression on him to play 
football. Because he was an Ail-
American in High School and won 
many other awards. Donald said he 
always wanted to be like him when he 
was younger. 

His mother gave him a lot of incentive 
to play the game. Donald states, "She 
is my biggest fan." "She pushes me to 
do good, and she only wants the best 
for me." He in return thinks the 
world of her. His father just pushes 
him and stands behind watching, 
knowing that Don will do the best he 
knows how. Just knowing you have 
people like that behind you...Where 
can you go wrong? 

During his high school years, Donald 
was an all-around athlete participat
ing in basketball, track, and of course, 
football. He played the positions of 
linebacker, running back and defen
sive back. Among his awards and 
honors are All-Shore Award, All-Re-

fister, Allamerican, Daily News All 
tar Team, Defense Player of the 

Year, and he was also voted Outstand 
-ing Athlete of the Year. 

After coming to Trenton State Col
lege, Donald was able to add more 
awards and honors to his name. 
All-Conference for three years, Ail-
American his senior year and New 

Jersey All Star Team. He also holds 
the school record for the longest 
interception return for a touchdown. 

When I asked Donald about playing 
football for T.S.C., the coaching staff, 
and the other guys on the team, he 
said, "The coacning staff was one of 
the best we could have had. They 
(the coaches) treated everyone the 
same. They made you work hard and 
push yourself. Also they were fair 
about choosing the guvs for the team 
and gave everyone a fair chance. As 
for the other guys on the team, we 
got along nicefy. Everyone treated 
everyone else with respect and that is 
something you need to have a good 
team." 

Who gave him the inspiration to play 
a better game? Donald told me that 
during his sophomore year his coach 
thougnt he could play pro-ball, so that 
inspired him to work harder. That 
makes you feel special to know vou 
have someone benind you to help 
push you along. "Just know that you 
are going to work harder", he replied. 

Donald had scouts from many teams 
interested in him since his sophomore 
year in college. Such teams as Dallas, 
Oakland, Houston, Denver, and the 
Philadelphia Eagles. He choose to go 
the the New York Jets. They never 
even sent him a letter. 

So why the Jets Donald? 

He said, "The coaches and I feel they 
can offer me more and I would have a 
better chance of making the team. 
The Jets are last in pass defense, they 
need defensive backs, and it is close 
to home. I have a better opportunity 
to play and that is what I want to do." 

Donald leaves Tuesday May 16, and 
will be gone for a week. He saids, 
"This is to have physicals, test, and an 
opportunity to meet the coaches and 
the other guys that are going out for 
the team." "Then in July I will go for 
the real thing. I guess you could say 
that will be time to separate the men 
form the boys. 

Donald says he can't and he won't 
forget where he came from whether 
he makes the team or not. It will give 
the younger folks a chance to know 
you can make it if you try and work 
hard. Also it doesn't matter if you 
come from a small school, or large it is 
the effort you put forth. If football 
does not work out you can still get or 
have a job. Don also said he will work 
somewhere in the area of home 
teaching, if football does not work out 
for him. 

Also he says, "What really makes you 
feel good is people that come forth 
and congratulate you showing some 
sort of concern. Professors, students, 
family, and friends, wishing you the 
best." He would like to thank those 
people who reached out and gave him 
a hand. 

Donald is a very unique individual 
showing concern, friendliness, and 
love to his fellow man. He will go 
very far and we all wish him the best 
of luck in everything or anything he 
does. 

Jets here he comes!!! 

Wanda Brown 

Utimme Umana 

La Voz Oculta 
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Some people like music, some like 
dancing, but to create one artistic 
aspect of all dancing you must love 
and enjoy. Uhuru Sa Sa African 
Dance Ensemble loves all aspects 
that can create a dance done with 
beautiful meanings from stories of 
African music or soul stirring 
straight forward Black American 
meanings. They held their annual 
performance on May 5, 1978 at 
Kendall Theatre working together 
with Orchesis Modern Dance Group 

Uhuru Sa Sa 

Artiscaiiy 
Talented 

also of T.S.C. The show was put 
together in a matter of sp are 
moments, but the show turned out to 
be a very tasteful and meaningful 
show. Through advisor Melba Lee 
we dedicated a dance to the group 
done by the music of Roberta Flack 
and Donny Hathaway "Moods". She 
danced along with a member from 
Orchesis, Willie, who added his touch 
to the dance done so beautifully. The 
dance was a unique piece of art. 

Patrice Harewood 

The group divided the show with 
group dances and solo performances 
which worked out to be a very good 
aspect of performances. 

The groups consisted of eitht talented 
Black, beautiful women: Karen 
Larkin, Debbie Muse, Nettie Rubert-
son, Rhonda Farmer, Gail Ellison, 
Shirley McNeil, Josephine Lee, and 
Patrice Harewood, combining collec
tive work and responsibility, Uhuru 
Sa Sa means "Freedom Now" 
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