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On behalf of the Utimme Umana Magazine and staff, I would like to welcome everyone back to 
the Trenton State College campus. 

1 wish to further extend special welcoming to freshman and transfer students, and thus hope that 
you' 11 make a smooth adjustment to this college and its rapidly expanding academic community. 

This is an excellent time to reiterate the purpose of this magazine for the new students and others 
who are simply unaware of its goals. 

The name UTIMME UMANA (ooh-timme ooh-mana) is the Swahilian term for "Rebirth". LA 
VOZ OCULTA is a Spanish term meaning "The Hidden Voice". Together both terms mean "Rebirth 
of the Hidden Voice". 

Our magazine was incorporated in 1968 by a group of African and Hispanic American students. 
In that year, it appeared as one typed page. Since 1969, up until 1976 it was published in news
paper form. 

Today, the U.U. exsists as the only magazine in the state school system that is written and pub
lished by African and Hispanic students. This publication has come a long way, and has mangaged to 
survive through the most difficult times. I can remember times of having only six staff members put 
together this magazine, which was virtually a small staff for such a broad academic and cultural purpose. 

Since its inception in 1969, the UTIMME UMANA LA VOZ OCULTA has focussed on local, 
national and international issues that we feel are of primary concern of African and Hispanic students. 
We also have a history of poetry in our magazine that features some of the finest chemistry of cultural 
thought. 

The UTIMME UMANA is not a "Black magazine" as so often coined by students of different 
ethnicities on campus. Henceforth, we must rid ourselves of that misconception. The UTIMME 
UMANA is written by students of African and Hispanic heritage, however our doors are not closed 
to Caucasians. The UTIMME UMANA LA VOZ OCULTA attempts to reach the minds of every nation
ality, race and creed that are interested in the social and academic progress of America's two largest 
and most economically deprived ethnic groups, Africans and Hispanics. Therefore, the term black 
magazine doesn't coincide with our purpose. 

The UTIMME UMANA is for those who wish to utilize its information. This magazine is an essential 
tool for those interested in what is often called "the struggle". I call it the mind struggle, which must be 
challenged for progress as a race or nation. Only your mind can choose its battle, struggle, and destiny. 
Just remember, if you don't stand for something, you'll stand for anything. And here, at UTIMME 
UMANA. we stand for the truth as it is written by those working from inside the soul of America. 

This year, our magazine will bring you expanding academic and cultural news as written by our 
staff for the entire college and local community. We also feature an excellent poetry section in each 
issue, for it is poetry that instills spirit into purpose as a cultural magazine. Enjoy it 11 



LETTERS 
Responsible Letters to the Editor are welcome 

LEASE SUPPORT YOUR 
AMPUS ORGANIZATIONS, 
DR YOUR MONEY IS A 
ERRIBLE THING TO WASTE. 

THE BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
COMMITTEE IS SEEKING 
PARTICIPATION AND SUP
PORT FROM ALL MEMBERS OF 
T-, ,r- i i - r * r -  IMITV 

I  T  I  V I  M  E  !  M  A N A / L A  V  ( )  Z  O  C  
E L T A  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  

S p r i n g  o f  1 9 6 8  b y  a  g r o u p  o f  B l a c k  

a n d  H i s p a n i c  s t u d e n t s .  T h e  n a m e  

E T I M M E  U M A N A  i s  t h e  S w a h i  

l i a n  t e r m  f o r  " R e b i r t h .  L A  V O Z  
O C U L T A  i s  a  S p a n i s h  t e r m ,  a n d  

l i t e r a l l y  m e a n s  " T h e  H i d d e n  

V  o i c e . "  

S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  E T I M M E  
E M A N A / L A  V O Z  O C E L T A  h a s  
f o c u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  o n  n e w s  a n d  

f e a t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  o f  a  p r i m a r y  

i n t e r e s i  t o  a l l  F i r s t  W o r l d  p e o p l e  

a n d ,  t o  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  
T h i s  m a g a z i n e  i s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  
S t u d e n t  A  c t i v i t y  F u n d .  

E T I M M E  E M A N A / l a  v o i  o c u l t a  i s  

p u b l i s h e d  s i x t e e n  t i m e s  a  y e a r  

i S e p t e m b e r  M a y )  a t  T r e n t o n  S t a t e  

C o l l e g e .  A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .  N o  

p o r t i o n  m a y  b e  r e p r i n t e d  i n  w h o l e  

o r  p a r t  w i t h o u t  t h e  e x p r e s s e d  

p e r m i s s s i o n  o f  t h e  E d i t o r i a l  B o a r d .  

1 '  l e a s e  s e n d  a l l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o :  

I  i  IMMII  l  MAN N. 



THE UNHOLY ALLIANCE: 
by Charles Nwarche 

When South Africa invaded 
Angola on the 23rd of August, 
1981, international condemna
tion was swift in coming. Britain 
and West Germany summoned 
their ambassadors in their 
respective contries to urge 
immediate withdrawal of South 
African forces from Angola. Then 
Portugal from whom Angola 
gained its independence after a 
protracted struggle, declared its 
support for the Angolan Position. 

The United States of America 
was the only western country that 
failed to condemn South Africa. 
The U.S. sought to justify its 
postion by spelling out its 
objectives as "aimed at obviating 
violent solutions to the region's 
problems and fostering, instead, 
peaceful, negotiated solutions..." 
(Chester crocker) In this context 
the statement attacked the Cuban 
presence in Angola as part of the 
problem. 

Nobody least of all its western 
allies, was satisfied with the U.S. 
explanation which sought to 
portray South Africa's action as a 
justifiable retaliation of Angloa's 
suport of Swapo (South West 
Africa Peoples Organization). 
This action early into the Reagan 
Administration signalled the 
policy of close alliance with 
South Africa. 

The Reagan administration has 
never hidden its mistrust of 
SWAPO which it regards as an 
insurgency of Soviet origin. Nor 
has it concealed its support for 
UNITA in Angola which 
according to Crocker," represent 
" a significant factor in Angolan 
Politics" Reagan's posture marks 
a departure from previous 
administrations policies. It has its 
origins,in the Reagan admnistra-
tionns rigid anti-Soviet ideology 
with its apocalyptic view of what it 
regards as the Soviet menace 
around the world. 

This deep mistrust of the Soviet 
Union has been the pivot of 
Reagan's foreign policy. It 
provides a rational explanation 
for his support of reactionary 
regimes around the world, and a 
strange dichotomy of abuse of 
human rights by totalitarian 
regimes, such as the Soviet 
Union, as distinct from similar 
violations by authoritarian 
regimes which he supports,ex
ample le South Africa, El-
Salvador etc 

Upon its inception, the Reagan 
administration put the U.S Policy 
towards South Africa officially 
under review. A review which to 
my mind was unruly. In the end 
the administration came out with 
the so called policy of 
"Constructive Engagement". By 
constructive engagement the 
administration seeks to help the 
South Africans achieve peaceful 
change through negotiated 
solutions. 

The administration claims that 
it does not approach the region 
with the belief that its task is to 
choose sides, yet President 
Reagan has called for the 
withdrawal of Cuban forces from 
Angola as a pre-condition for the 
withdrawal of South African 
forces from Namibia. If this does 
not consitute choosing sides, 
what does? 

Consider the following pro-
South African policies of the 
Reagan Administration. (1)Co-
vert activities in Angola to 
overthrow the Legal Government 
and put into office the puppet 
UNITA (National front for the 
Liberation of Angola) forces 
which the United States and 
South Africa supports. The 
administration sought to legalize 
this by seeking the repeal of the 
Clark ammendment. (2)The 
refusal to condemn South 
Africa's invasion of her 
neighbors. (3)Linking the 
independence of Namibia with 
the withdrawal of Cuban troops 
from Angola. (4)The most crucial 
is the veto which it joined France 
and Britain in casting against 
U.N. Security Council resolutions 
against South Africa. 

The new policy of alliance with 
South Africa enunciated by 
Reagan plays down the apartheid 
policies of South Africa. While 
acknowledging that apartheid 
policies were anathema to its 
neighbors, the administration 
reached the erroneous and overly 
optimistic conclusion that a 
measure of change was under 
way in South Africa. A change 
that does not include the vas 
majority (70%) of the South 
African people, the blacks, 'his 
assertion more than anything 
shows how far from politics 
realities the Reagan administra
tion has strayed in its perceptio 
of events in Southern Africa 

UTIMME UMANA 



America And South Africa 

It is clear that the administra
tion is not ruffled by the moral and 
ethical issues raised by its stand. 
To pledge not to take sides 
between blacks and whites in 
South Africa while agreeing that 
apatheid is evil, is a tacit 
endorsement of Apartheid 
policies of the White Minority 
Regime. 

The United States does not 
share the blame alone but it 
shares more being the originator 
of the western 'contact group' 
and the leader of the western 
world. Great Britain and France 
shares in the blame also. On the 
30th of April, 1981 the three 
nations cast a tripple veto against 
U.N. Security Council resolution 
for Sanctions against S. Africa. 
The vetos were cast by the 
nations which gave the world the 
"Magna Carta", the cry of the 
"Enlightenment" of "Liberty 
Equality and Fraternity" and the 
"declaration of independence". 
They were the same countries 
who emerged from the debris of 
the 2nd World War which they 
fought to secure these rights 
established the U.N. whose aim 
was, and remains to keep the 
peace. They cast their votes not 
for peace of democracy, but to 
strenghten the hands of the 
aggressor and perpetuate his 
rape of democracy. 

The South Africans do not 
understand the language of 
constructive engagement but that 
of disengagement of contacts 
with it by sanctions. During the 
Carter Administration when there 
was talk of applying sanctions 
against South Africa, Pretoria 
accepted U.N. Security Council 
resolution 435. People had 
started speaking in the language 
they understand. No sooner had a 
more sympathetic regime come 
into power, than they went back 
on their word. 

There are only two languages 
that South Africa understands in 
those of sanctions and those of 
Armed struggle. Sanction is the 
only non-violent means of ending 
apartheid. Non-supporters of 
sSanctions claim that the blacks 
will suffer most. The blacks have 
been conditioned to suffering and 
they will continue to make that 
sacrifice, more so if it will ensure 
their freedom. 

Apartheid is evil it cannot be 
ammended or reformed. It has to 
be totally abolished, totally 
eradicated, totally wiped out 
otherwise there is a danger that 
South African aggression will 
escalate and bring about world 
conflict. 

Time is running out, South 
Africa is a doomed volcano ready 
to erupt anyday. We are at the 
high noon in Namibia's journey to 
independence and majority rule 
in S. Africa. The shadow may 
lengthen into eventide but who 
has the audacity to doubt that 
Namibia shall be free and the 
pernicious system of apatheid 
will be eradicated once and for 
all? These things will come 
through the collective Action of 
all with the U.S. leadership. Mr 
Nelson Mandela, whose heroism 
and indefatigable fight for 
f r e e d o m  f r o m  b e h i n d  t h e  
borboden fortress of his robin 
island prison where he has been 
incarcerated for 18 years should 
inspire us; and he shows us the 
way when he says: 

"Only through hardship, 
sacrifice and militant action can 

f r e e d o m  b e  w o n .  T h e  
struggle is my life. I will continue 

fighting until the end of my 
days." 
In the words of another patriot: 
'WE WILL GAIN THE INEVIT
ABLE TRIUMPH SO HELP US 
GOD'. 
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Senator Bradley at T.S.C. 
BY KINGSLEY IJGORJI 

On September 26, 1983, 
Senator Bill Bradley (D) New 
Jersey, spoke to a capacity 
audience in the Clayton Brower 
Student Center. Bradley spoke on 
a variety of issues, ranging from 
what a politician's job should be, 
to environmental protection. 

Towering over the audience 
with a height of over six feet 
(elevated even more by the stage 
he stood on),Senator Bradley 
started by saying howglad hewas 
to be at the Trenton State College 
Campus.. "I always like to speak 
to college audiences," said 
Bradley. 

Senator Bradley's main topic of 
the night was: The politician, 
government, and the people. He 
pointed out that the politics he 
was talking about was not 
partisan politics, said Bradley." I 
am talking about the politics of 
how people live their lives." 

According to Bradley, thejobof 
a politician is four fold: 1) To 
submerge personal interest and 
ambition, 2) To reinvigorate the 
nation's civic culture. Expatiating 
on this point, Senator Bradley 
said a politician "should help 
create a society where people 
determine part of their success by 
how well they've served their 
community." 

The third job of the politician 
according to Bradley, is to 
respect people. Finally, the 
senator said a politician should 
help formulate programs that are 
in the general interest. "I happen 
to think that this is one of my most 
important responsibilities as a 
senator" he added. 

On arms talks with the Soviet 
Union, the senator said that the 
"overriding desire in the 1980's is 
to avoid a Nuclear War." He 
advocates that the United States 
continue the arms talks and 
should pursue it "with no 
allusions of Soviet good will." 

US Senator 
Bill Bradley 

Then the Senator reminded the 
audience that "Nation's don't 
distrust each other because they 
are armed, they are armed 
because they distrust each 
other." 

On the question of whether the 
U.S. actually put the Korean 
Airline's plane in Soviet airspace 
as a deliberate provocation, 
Senator Bill Bradley emphatically 
answered No. Explaining his 
answer, he said, "I don'tthink any 
American government would 
jeopardise the lives of 269 people 
just to see what the reaction of the 
Soviets will be." The senator 
however said he can't say he has 
all the information. 

Then a question was asked by 
this writer about the justification 
of the U.S. government's demand 
that, as a condition for the 
Independence of Namibia, the 
withdrawal of Cuban troops in 
Angola at the invitation of the 
democratically elected govern
ment t of Angola. Mistakingly or 
deliberately, Senator Bradley did 
not repeat the question before he 
answered, like he did with the rest 
of the questions. However, the 
senator said that he thinks "the 
administration's policy is based 
on interest rather than on the 
reality of the situation in South 
Africa." 

Pointing out that the problem 
was aparthied, the senator added 
"The situation is not tolerableand 
I am not for it." Still on the same 
issue, Senator Bradley agreed 
that the U.S. could be and should 
be more aggressive towards 
aparthied in South Africa. We 
need to apply more pressure to 
South Africa. 

Answering another question, 
Senator Bill Bradley saidthemain 
issues for the 1984 elections will 
be 1) The economy 2) Civil Rights 
and 3) Environmental protection. 
He would not however say which 
of the Democratic Presidential 
Candidates he supports, saying 
"They are all my friends, I can't 
take sides." 

Futhermore, Senator Bradley 
said he voted against the MX 
missies because he thinks they 
are first strike weapons. "It would 
invite a Soviet first strike" he 
added. 

Finally, it was Senator 
Bradley's view that James Watt, 
the Secretary of Interior, should 
resign because his recent 
comment about having, " a 
Black, a woman, two Jews and a 
cripple" on one of his 
departmental committees. Said 
the senator "he does not deserve 
to be in a National government. 

UTIMME UMANA 



BLACK PEOPLE1 

NEED TO KNOW 
abou t  thems e l v e s . . .  

n 
We are people of the Mighty,' 
Mighty People of the sun. In our 
hearts lie all the answers To the 
truth we can't run from. 

Earth Wind & Fire 

1<9 ' 
r a r © i  
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Black Student Union Update 
On October 3rd the Black 

Student Union (BSU) held its 
second meeting of this school 
year. At this meeting, the 
organization discussed goals, 
programming for this upcoming 
semester, as well as scheduling 
policies for organizationsseeking 
to use the George Jackson 
Center were the BSU meets. 

Shortly after the meeting 
began, Sylvia Miles, BSU 
president, announced the 
executive appointed Vice-
Presidency of sophomore 
Kaweemath Boykins. Boykins 
also an active sweetheart of 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc, 
said that she accepted the 
position because she wanted to 
be active and wanted to see the 
union grow. 

The BSU also received a new 
Treasurer, Narcisuss Johnson, a 
senior business major. The BSU 
currently has an operating 
budget of $3,541 in which 
Johnson will oversee in her new 
position. 

In terms of upcoming events, 
the BSU is sponsoring a Big 
Brother/Big Sister Day. It will be 
held on Family Day, Saturday 
October 15. Members of the BSU 
will spend the entire day with 
youths from the Mercer area. 
Others wishing to contribute, 
attend the next BSU meeting. 

The planning of a Male/Female 
Relationship panel discussion is 
another event that'll take place 
this fall. Sara Cherry committee 
chairperson, is still seeking 
support for those willing to 
participate. Cherry says she 
needs support for topics most 
importantly. 

BSU meetings are held in the 
George Jackson room at 7 p.m. 
on alternating Mondays. 

Students converse at a recent 
BSU meeting. 

UTIMME UMANA 



Meet AL BRIDGES: Director of admissions 

BY OKECHUKWU KINGSLEY 
UGORJI 

In this premier edition of UU 
Profile, we present, the complete 
text of an interview with Mr. Al 
Bridges, the charismatic director 
of admissions, Trenton State 
College. At the age of only 35 
years, Mr. Bridges has been in 
charge of admissions at Trenton 
State College for six years. 

The interview took place at his 
20 Bernard St. Home in Ewing 
Township. Throughout the 
interview, Mr. Bridges answered 
questions with such calmness 
and openness, that portrays him 
as a man at peace with himself, 
and, to some extent, his 
environment. 

Utimme Umana: Sir, your 
resume says you were born on 
Oct. 21, . Where did you grow 
up? 

Mr. Bridges: I grew up in 
Newark, N.J. Later I moved to a 
town called Union. My parents 
still live in Union. I came to 
T  r e n t o n  i n  1  9 6 5  a s  a n  
undergraduate at TSC, and I have 
been in Trenton ever since. 

UU: Would you consider 
yourself as having grown up a 
tough kid? 

Mr. Bridges: Yes! I had a very 
supporting family though. Being 
that I grew up in the ghetto, I think 
I must have grown up a tough kid 
but I never thought of it then as 
being tough. 

UU: Sir, looking back at your 
childhood, was there any 
particular incident that quickly 
comes to mind? What did you 
cherish most as a child? 

Mr. Bridges: My family! When I 
look back, I remember how the 
whole family used to be around 
together, helping each other out. 
My father, mother, brothers and 
sisters, my grandfather and 
mother, uncles and aunts, and 
cousins too. All used to be around 
lending helping hands to each 
other. Thats what I cherish most. 

Alfred Bridges, Director Office of Admissions 

UU: Sir, you came to Trenton 
State College an undergraduate 
in 1965. How was it then attending 
a predominantly white school? 

Mr. Bridges: It was a lot 
different then than it is today. 
Then there were only about five or 
six black students in my class. It 
h a d  i t s  a d v a n t a g e s  a n d  
disadvantages. The advantage 
was that we all easily came 
together. We were strongly 
united. Today, there tends to be a 
lot of division. You have black 
students on campus who don't 
even know one another. We knew 
each other very well; we knew our 
families and homes. Most of us 
came from black environments, 
so we felt very strange in a 
predominantly white school. It 
was like a whole new environment 
altogether. 

When I see some of my friend 
now that I am the director of 
admissions, I remember how we 
used to go to the director of 

. admissions, to get more blacks in. 
UU: Sir, was it true; as some 

people believe, that as a black 
student, you have to work twice 
as hard and be twice as good as 
your white counterparts to earn 
the same grade? 

Mr. Bridges: Thats situation 
that is clearly true. As a black 
student, being average was and 
still is just not enough. We just 
had a black astronaut go to space 
and people are just beginning to 
consider the possibility of a black 
becoming Miss America for the 
first time. To me being average is 
being the best of the worst and 
the worst of the best and thats not 
good enough if you are black and 
want to succeed. 

Thats why I tell my boys 
(Wesley and Chad) that they have 
to be better than average. I feel 
strongly about this - a black can
not help others if he can't help 
himself. Nothing makes me an
grier than to find a black who 
thinks he made it on his/her own. 
They forget they made it only be
cause someone has cleared the 
way for them. 

UU: Were you at any time 
frustrated about school and 
a b o u t  t h e  d e m a n d s  a n d  
preasures on you as a black 
student at USC? 

Mr. Bridges: Occassionaly, I 
was frustrated but I did not let it 
get to me. I focused my attention 
on doing the very best I can and 
not to bother about what others 
said. Today I see some students 
felling me that the teachers dorf't 
like them, so they are quitting 
school. Thats foolish. They are 
only hurting themselves and that 
bothers me. Just doyourbestand 
care not about what they think 
about you. 

UU: Sir, what exactly are,your 
duties and responsibilities as 
Director of Admissions? 

Mr. Bridges: I help formulate 
admission policies for the school. 
I manage the system to process 
a b o u t  1 0 , 0 0 0  a d m i s s i o n  
applications each year. I also 
make sure that the people and 
offices under my responsibility 
respond to the needs of the 
public. 
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UU: You becamethe Directorof 
Admissions at the age of 29. I 
think thats remarkable. What 
would you say? 

Mr. Bridges: Well, I have always 
had the tendency and desire to do 
things at a young age. I went to 
school at ayoung age and when I 
became Director of Admissions, I 
was the youngest Director of 
Admissions of a state college. 

UU: Sir, inyourinterviewtoThe 
Signal, you said you learned very 
early to deal with all kinds of 
people. How valuable has that 
experience been to you in your 
job? 

Mr. Bridges: Identifying with 
only blacks can't help you in life. 
In real life, you have to deal with 
all kinds of people and getting 
that experience early in life is very 
important. In this position, you 
have to be aggressive and 
assertive. I don't mean you have 
to like people either! But you have 
to be able to deal with all kinds of 
people. 

UU: Has being black affected 
your job in anyway or form? 

Mr. Bridges: Thats a good 
question. People have the 
tendency to say lets see if a black 
can do this job. I try to do this job 
and give it my 100%. If they say I 
made it in spite of being black, 
thats their problem. If you are 
happy with yourself, don't be 
satisfied with an average 
performance; go all the way! 

UU: Sir, some people hold the 
view that your position is more or 
less like a puppet one; that 
actually, there are forces behind 
the scene telling you what to do. 
Whats your reaction to that? 

Mr. Bridges: Thats a very good 
question. Everyone has someone 
that tells him or her what to do. It 
is true. It would be foolish of me to 
tell you that I set the admission 
policies for TSC. The president 
and the vice-president set the 
policies. Part of my job is to 
determine what is good for the 
college. I make suggestions and 
we all discuss and then make 
decisions. I am very sympathetic 
with students; I press for the 

admission of more minority 
students. I still don't thinkthere is 
enough. So, I think the view is 
true. I have a part, sometimes I get 
my way, sometimes I don't. I, 
however, have a lot of flexibility to 
make individual decisions. 

UU: The admission standards 
of the college have gone up 
recently. What affect has that had 
on the college? Are these the 
anticipated effects? How does the 
new standards affect the 
admission of students, epecially 
minority students? 

Mr. Bridges: The standards 
have gone up partly because the 
profile of incoming students has 
also gone up recently. The effect 
has been good to the college; 
students knowthattheschool has 
a very good reputation and 
employers know it was hard 
getting admitted into the school. 
So it enhances the chances of our 
graduates getting employment. 

The new standards have not 
caused the enrollment of blacks 
and other minorities to go down. 
The reasons are (1) a lot of the 
minorities now come from tough 
and demanding high schools and 
so have great academic ability to 
meet the new standards and,(2) 
the college as a policy, has a goal 
to significantly increase the 
population of blacks and other 
minorities. For instance, we have 
a program refered to as the Plus 
20 Program where we enroll 
about 20 students who have the 
ability to do college work but did 
not do so well on the SAT scores. 
This has been successful. 

UU: How effective, as a 
recruitement process, has the 
Chance Program been and what 
do you think its future is? 

Mr. Bridges: The Chance 
Program has been very 
successful. Dr. Lonesome and his 
crew has done a great job so far. 
About 100 students come in 
through the program each year. 
Some people have the tendency 
to assume that every minority 
student on campus came in 
through the Chance Program. I 
think those people have a 

problem in the head. The 
program is not exclusively 
minority. Only about 30% of 
minority students come in 
through the program. I am glad 
we have it. 

UU: Do you think the nations 
secondary schools need to be 
reformed? 

Mr. Bridges: There have been a 
lot of talks going on recently 
about that. I don't think the 
schools are as bad as some 
people say they are. However, 
there is room for improvement. 
Perhaps there should be better 
preparation of students in the 
maths and sciences. 

UU: Would you say secondary 
education during your days 
prepared you for college work 
better than today's secondary 
schools are doing? 

Mr. Bridges: There was more 
emphasis on the mechanics of 
education (like reading, writing, 
etc.) than there is today. However 
students are made more aware of 
the world around them than we 
were made, and I think thats 
good. 

UU: Your office will soon take 
over the Financial Aid Office. 
What are your views about 
Reagan's policy of "No draft 
registration, no federal financial 
aids to students"? 

Mr. Bridges: I strongly disagree 
with it. The two has rwv 
relationship what so ever. 
Financial aids to students should 
be based on the inability to afford 
college education, not on draft 
registration. 

UU: As a former student 
athlete, what do you think about 
the NCAA rule that student 
atheletes should have a grade 
average of at least a "C" to 
participate in sports? 

Mr. Bridges: I agree with it 
100%. A lot of black college 
presidents come up against it but 
I strongly believe a student is in 
school first, to get good 
education, secondly, to attain the 
personal development (like 
relating to people), which college 
education offers and, a distant 
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third place, is athletics. It is just 
for fun and enjoyment. I would 
however, like to see the rule tied 
to school grades instead of SAT 
scores. 

UU: You have worked with Dr. 
Eickoff, the president of the 
college for four years now. Dr. 
Joe Ellis (History Dept.) once was 
•shown in The Signal wearing a 
black piece of cloth around his 
left arm signifying "The death of 
administration on campus." What 
would you say about the 
performance of Dr. Eickoff so far? 

Mr. Bridges: Good question! I 
know Dr. Eickoff better now than 
four years ago. Then, I was not 
sure what he wanted for the 
college, now I am. He wants TSC 
to be identified as one of the best 
schools, state or privately owned, 
in the Northeast of the USA. He 
wants quality education for the 
students and he wants a student 
population that is representative 
of New Jersey. And I agree with 
him. 

UU: Sir, on a scale of 0-10, how 
would you rate Dr. Eickoff's 
performance? 

Mr. Bridges: You mean on Eh... 
UU: On administration sir. 
Mr. Bridges: I don't think I 

would rate him on a scale but I 
would give him high marks. 

UU: Sir, what would you do 
differently if you were in his 
position? 

Mr. Bridges: Differently? 
Hmmm. I am not sure. We have 
different styles but the same 
goals. We both want quality 
educatuon for the school and we 
both want to see more nimority 
students come in. So I am not 
sure what I would do differently. 

UU: Sir, you said something 
about style. What exactly do you 
mean? 

Mr. Bridges: Hmmm. I don't 
know what I meant when I said 
that. I tend to be more open and 
sympathetic with students. I tend 
to get involved with different 
groups more. I think Dr. Eickoff is 
more defined in goals for the 
college though. 

UU: Sir, you are running for 
Ewing Township Committee. 
Why politics? 

Mr. Bridges: My wife ask me 
that all the time. It is an 
opportunity to branch off in other 
things. Politics decides our fate 
today—How much tax we pay and 
if we should go to war. It will 
remain this way. I think everyone 
should be politically active, it is 
exciting and to me it is a new 
challenge. 

UU: Why a Democrat? 
Mr. Bridges: Thats very clear 

for me at least. I consider myself 
an independent person. The 
general policy of the Democratic 
party has bveen consistent with 
my individual goals, more than 
the Republican party. As an 
independent person and thinker 
there is no other choice. 

UU: What do you think about 
Rev. Jesse Jackson's presidential 
candidacy? 

Mr. Bridges: I wish he makes a 
decision on his intensions. His 
potential is great. If he can decide 
soon, he has a tremendous 
bargaining position that he can 
take advantage of. The power of 
our vote is tremendous. The 
blacks who don't vote or register 
to vote don't understand our 
history. They don't understand 
what we went through to get to 
vote. 

UU: Of all the Democratic 
candidates for the Presidency, 
which one do you suport? 

Mr. Bridges: I have not made a 
determination on that. Maybe I 
am waiting for Bill Bradley to run. 

UU: Are you leaning towards 
any of the candidates? 

Mr. Bridaes: No! 

UU: Has your present position 
been your fantasy? Is there 
something else you would rather 
be doing? 

Mr. Bridges: What I am doing 
now is what I enjoy doing. I would 
not like to think at 35 years old 
that this is all I want to be. I would 
like the position of vice-president 
of a college and perhaps the 
president, you never know. 

UU: Of what importance is the 
presence of international 
students in a college like TSC? 

Mr. Bridges: A college has to 
have an understanding and 
appreciation of other cultures. 
Unfortunately, a lot of students 
do not take advantageof this and 
talk to international students 
about life in theircountries. I lived 
with a German student in school 
and I learned more about 
Germany talking to him than I did 
reading bookd. 

Most of our foreign students 
come from the African and S. 
American countries. The number 
of Iranian students have gone 
down recently because their 
government don't let them out of 
the country. Our frustration with 
enrolling foreign students is as a 
result of the time lag in 
processing their applications. 
Anyway, I think foreign students 
jare of significant importance and 
students should more advantage 
of them to improve their 
knowledge of the world. 

UU: Have you evertravelled out 
of the USA? 

Mr. Bridges: Not really! I have 
been to the Islands, Jamaica for 
instance. I have not been to the 
African, European or Asian 
countries. I would love to though. 
I love travelling! 

UU: Finally sir, What advice 
would you give to students or 
young people, who would wantto 
be your position of profession? 

Mr. Bridges: One thing I always 
tell people neverto let any one tell 
them what they can't do. Give 
everything you do your 100% 
effort. Never say you can't. 

My philosophy is to be happy 
with who I am. God has given us 
this one chance to be here. He 
also gave us only one mind and 
one body, take care of and make 
the best of yourself. Most 
especially, make a difference. 

UU: One more question sir. 
Does the reality of death scare 
you? 

Mr. Bridges: Not really! It is 
coming for all of us. We should 
just enjoy the time we've got. 
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The Goal 
i he reception of the last Black 
History month celebration was 
held in room 210 of the Student 
Center. From one corner of the 
room, a black brother yelled, 
"What are you doing here? You 
don't belong here!" He was 
addressing another brother, a 
student from Africa. 

Although it was a joke, it was a 
good example of how little some 
Africans and some African-
Americans know about each 
other and it is a replica of thetype 
of complexes that exist within us. 
But it becomes more distrubing 
when there is this much 
ignorance among students that 
attend a school like TSC that has 
a good African-American Studies 
Department. 

Two years ago, when the Black 
Student Union was formed, I 
thought that a solution had finally 
been found. I thought that it 
would finally bring all blacks 
together, but so far, the BSU have 
succeded in bringing only the 
Black Americans together (not all 
blacks). 

It is now clear to me that for the 
African Students to have an input 
in the unification of Blacks on 
campus, they have to either join 
the BSU or get organised 
themselves. Unfortunately, the 
BSU has had little attraction and 
paid little attention to them, 
hence P-A.S.S., the Pan-African 
Student Society. 

of P.A.S.S 
The Pan—African Stuaem 

Society aims at uniting all 
students of African heritage 
and/or Nationality and providing 
a common social and cultural 
identity for us all. The P-A.S.S. 
hopes to achieve this by creating 
better cross-cultural understand-
ingg on campus. And with Dr. 
Stephen Chukumba of the 
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  S t u d i e s  
Department as advisor, you know 
the P-A.S.S means business. 

It is P-A.S.S.'s belief that there 
is: 

no progress . struggle, 
no struggle without unity, 

no unity without understanding 
a n d  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  
organization on campus, P-A.S.S 
plans to seek you, find you, 
I N V O L V E  y o u  ( b u t  o n l y  
positively), and inform you. With 
the formation of the BSU, the 
CARIBSA and now the P-A.S.S., 
the stage is now set for the 
ultimate goal—more and better 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  a l l  
students of African heritage on 
TSC campus. (By the way, 
membership in the P-A.S.S. is 
open to all students of Trenton 
State College.) 

m 

Kingsley Ugorji 

The obvious question is: How 
so we go about creating this 
understanding? Well, I would 
advocate a frequent meeting 
between the BSU, the CARIBSA 
and the P-A.S.S. on the executive 
level. Secondly I would suggest 
that the general members of the 
three organizations hold at least 
three meetings each semester to 
discuss their problems and 
concerns. Thirdly, the three 
organization should plan at least 
one program together each 
semester. Finally, the righttovote 
for the election of officers for the 
BSU, should be given to all blacks 
on campus, regardless of whether 
they are active in the union ornot. 
This way, the officers of the BSU 
will be more representative of the 
black population on campus. 

Maybe we can now understand 
each other better; maybe we can 
now celebrate Black History 
together, and maybe we can now 
make the message clearer, that as 
long as one is black, he/she is an 
African. 
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LET'S TALK ABOUT IT 
By Celeste Wigfall 

Photos: Kevin Anderson 

Is America Ready for a Black President? 

I feel that a black man can 
easily accept the responsibility 
for such a country, but the 
question is; can he gain the 
support? 

Alan Meinster 
Sophomore Undeclared 

No, I don't think most people 
in America are ready for a black 
president. A lot of racism is still in 
this country. Some people have 
been known to fear blacks in 
positions of power. I think the 
time has come for a black to be 
considered a candidate, and no 
one should discourage one. 

Darryl Washington 
Graduate Student Manager-SC 

No, I don't think the majority 
ot America is ready to accept a 
black president. 

Barbara Jefferson 
Sophomore Communications 
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It's still a lot of conflict 
between blacks and whites here 
in America. I really don't think a 
black candidate will beabletoget 
enough votes. 

Michelle Cooper 
Junior Psychology 

Personally, I'm ready to accept 
a black president but I don't feel 
that America is quite ready at this 
present time. 

Teressa Mikols 
Sophomore Early Childhood 

Yes indeed! It's aboutthattime 
that America had some real 
leadership. If that leadership has 
to come from a black American, 
so be it. 

Melvin Calhoun III 
Junior Accounting 
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ASPECTS OF BLACK MUSIC 
The history of the Negro and his 

music began during slavery years 
when blacks were brought to the 
New World for unpaid labor. The 
black man's suffering began in 
Africa, continued on slave ships 
and progressed to the New World. 
He carried with him many 
elements of his African heritage. 
Therefore, when one searches for 
the roots of Negro music, he must 
look far back to plantation and 
enslavement days. Many of the 
songs sung by the slaves had 
deeper meanings than what the 
plantation owner realized. Music 
played a very important part in the 
lives of Africans, and it was natural 
for negroes to continue their 
singing after reaching America. 
These songs of the Negro 8eeme< 
to be expressing the pain and 
sorrow that they bore during 
enslavement. The music of the 
Negro may have started out as 
painful or sorrowful, but it has 
springboarded into one of the 
most joyous types of music, known 
to us as Gospel. 

Gospel is a term used to 
designate traditional religious 
music, in kind and quality of 
content and performance, usually 
such music is found in Holiness, 
Sanctified, Pentecostal, Baptist, 
and Methodist churches of both 
races. The music literature of 
gospel may be Negro spirituals or 
traditional hymns and revival 
songs, but most of its is a current, 
specific music, used in a 
distinctive way. Antiphony is 
p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  b a s i c  
ingredient. Almost everything that 
takes place in the Negro church is 
antiphonal: the sermon, the 
prayer, the scripture reading and 
the songs. Gospel music has many 
reponses such as hand clapping, 
tapping of feet and shouting. AH of 
these responses enhance the music 
and give off an atmosphere which 
helps those participating enjoy 
themselves. Gospel music can be 
defined in several ways, however, 
the primary meaning is "truth." 
Many authorities say that gospel 
means "good news." If you use 

by Karl Parker 

truth as the primary meaning, then 
gospel music may be interpreted 
as "music of truth." Gospel music 
in its present day use is to deliver a 
message, good news or teach by 
means of singing a sermon. Gospel 
music is not devoted to one sect or 
race. Since truth is the base of 
gospel, there is no reason for 
segregation or sectarianism. 

Gospel music has also been called 
spirtuals. Basically from slavery, 
the negro spirituals like gospel 
were considered as sorrowful 
songs. The spiritual was often said 
to be utterances of individual 
negroes about their current 
experiences. There are many 
views of spirituals, however, 
s p i r i t u a l s  a r e  e m o t i o n a l  
expressions of negro individuals. 
Spirituals also tell biblical 
incidents. A study of spirituals 
leads to the belief that the earlier 
ones were built upon African 
songs. Many spirituals are written 
from a form where the leader starts 
a  v e r s e  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  
congregation. There are many 
forms like this one found in the 
church. 

There are two important forms 
in gospel music, "Call and 
Response," and "Dialect." Call 
and Response or the lead and 
response chant is frequently found 
in gospel renditions. This form 
can be traced far back into history. 

The "Call and Response" song 
form is of African origin. Dialect, 
which is another aspect of gospel 
music, has been used in the United 
States for the past two centuries. 
The use of dialect in gospel music 
is derived from the South. Such 
examples of dialect are "Wade in 
nuh Watuh Childun," and "Gauds 
go' nuh trouble duh watah." This 
soft indolent speech of the 
enslaved negro is being carried on 
in present day gospel music. 

The gospel singer has a techique 
of singing with confidence. They 
have a sense of security and well 
being. Many gospel singers win 
their audiences over by singing 
free deliveries of gospel music. 
Gospel singers are normally 
composed, expressing their music 
in a personal style, free, and 
unrestricted. The singer can add 
or take away from a gospel, but not 
a spiritual. There is basically one 
kind of gospel song; whether it is 
narrative, Call and Response, or 
segmented, it depends upon the 
ability of the singer and how that 
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ASPECTS OF BLACK MUSIC cont... 
individual interprets the song. 

Many gospel personalities have 
become well-known in gospel 
history. Gospel greats like ; 
Professor Thomas A. Dorsey is 
known as the "Father of Gospel 
Music." The Harmonizing Four is 
the oldest continous gospel group 
in the world. They have been 
together for forty nine years. The 
most famous female gospel artist 
was Mahalia Jackson. The most 
famous male gospel artist is the 
Reverend James Cleveland. The 
largest selling gospel record in the 
seventies was "Oh Happy Day." 
Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash 
have sung gospel hymns and 
ballads. In 1934, Mahalia Jackson 
made her first record, "God Gonna 
Separate the Wheat From the 
Tares." In 1950, Mahalia Jackson 
gave a concert at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s last request was a gospel 
entitled "Precious Lord, Take My 
Hand." Clara Ward was called the 
"Queen of Gospel." James 
Cleveland is known as "The Crown 
Prince of Gospel Music." Each of 
these personalities grew up in the 
church which influenced their 
direction in life. 

The church is an organization oi 
religious believers. In the church 
there are many customs, but spirit 
possessions was intrinsic to 
African religions and Afro-
Christianity. "Gettin' the spirit," 
"gettin' religion," or "gettin' 
happy" were indispensable 
features for the early American 
Negro church. Music will be an 
important part to the Negro 
church, acting as a catalyst for 
those worshippers who might 
suddenly "feel the spirit." The 
first Afro-Christian music differed 
from later gospel by subject 
matter, content,and melodic and 
musical feel. The Negro church 
has always been a "Church of 
Emotion." This heritage of 
emotional religion was one of the 
strongest contributions that the 
African culture made to Afro-
Americans. Often in church if ar. 
individual is moved to pray, he 
prays out loud. Others hum in 
harmony and interject their 
feelings when the spirit urges 

them too. The preacher half sings, 
half shouts the sermon, while the 
congregation encourages him with 
expressions of "Hallelujah," 
"Praise the Lord," "Oh yes," and 
"Amen." Churches of most 
denominations have music to 
enhance the service as gospel 
music does for negro churches. 
Each of the responses can only be 
effective if it is shouted. 

Shouting, one of the most 
prominent responses in the Negro 
church is still practiced in many 
churches. The word "shouting" 
was often used in designating the 
religious ring-dance, which was 
enjoyed during plantation days 
after meetings and church 
services. Shouting today serves as 
a way of helping the service, quite 
often encouraging the preacher. 
Negro music has evolved from 
slavery days and evolved into other 
types of music than gospel. 

Negro music has had a great 
influence on American culture. 
Ragtimes, Blues, Spirituals and 
later Jazz became the "soul" music 
of this "lowerdepts" population, at 
a time when the idea of Negroes 
making a significant contribution 
to culture would have seemed 
preposterous. Many of the early 
Negro musicians learned to play 
band instruments from Claiborne 
Williams. Buddy Bolden's horn 
appears to have been the one that 
awakened the tribe. His marvelous 
tone never was recorded, but those 
who knew him credited him with 
being their undisputed leader. 
Ferdinand Morton was important 
for his piano playing, Louis 
Armstrong for trumpet and many 
others. 

In 1871, until 1878, the Fisk 
University Jubilee Singers 
introduced Negro spirituals to the 
musical audiences of Europe and 
America. The concert stages of 
their own country eluded Negro 
Artists until Roland Hayes, Paul 
Roberson, and Marian Anderson 
claimed their places during the 
Harlem Renaissance. Within five 
years of the Anderson debut negro 
singers had branched out into 
opera. 

On August 10, 1920, a 
commercial recording was made of 
a vocal blues by a negro singer. 
The singer was Mamie Smith. The 
song was "Crazy Blues," written by 
a black composer named Perry 
Bradford. Bradford pursuaded the 
director of the recording to let 
Mamie Smith sing in place of 
Sophie Tucker who became ill. 
The response of the black 
community astonished the 
recording officals. The recording 
companies realized the vast 
potential audience among the 
black population of the nation for 
the blues of negro singers. This 
first recording of Mamie Smith 
launched an extravaganza of blues 
records recorded by blacks. 

Over the years black folksingers 
consistently showed little concern 
for maintaining a sharp line of 
distinction between secular and 
sacred music. The blues and 
spirituals have been noted to have 
the same stylistic elements. Often 
only the text served to distinguish 
the sound of a spiritual from that of 
blues. Most folksingers, whether 
blues or spirituals, received their 
first musical experience in the 
Negro church. Blues isngers 
turned easily to the singing of 
spirituals despite the stigma 
attached to the latter church
goers. Beginning in the 20th 
century a new song-type, the 
"gospel song" was introduced in 
the Negro church. 

Gospel music is being played 
and sung by choirs on all levels. 
There are youth choirs, and adult 
choirs which sing on various 
occasions. There are also 
elementary, Jr. high, high school 
and college choirs. Trenton State 
college has an excellent gospel 
choir consisting of college 
students who enjoy the gospel. 
The Trenton State College Gospel 
Choir is guided by Ms. Eileen 
Washington and Mr. James 
"Butter" Allen. The choir 
performs at various organizations 
spreading the gospel far and near. 
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ECHOING VERSE 

awakening 

one morning 
i awoke 
with the chirps 
of birds 
singing in my head, 
i glanced over 
& saw that my 
dreams had become reality. 
i smiled & gave thanks. 
rumpled covers 
twisted about 
a bed warm 
with the beauty 
of love 
creates a still peace 
that hovers & calms me. 
i lay back in 
the serenity of your silence 
& dream of believing. 

delee Owens 

Sorceress 

can i be 
a sorceress 
who practices magic 
with the assistance 
of holy spirits? 
My craft is 
illusion-less 
may i be 
of anti-evil 
sorcery 
to bring you 
to my world. 
My craft is 
illusion-less 
cause 
my magic's real, 
over a love potion 
conjured with 
faith 
i'll wave my wand 
& you 
my illusion-less 
shall sip 
it in the early morn 
i 
am the sorceress 
whose potion 
of inner love 
gives you everlasting 
energy, 
peace& 
joy 
my sorcery is 
illusion-less 
& 
so are you 
in my world. 

LET'S KEEP IT GOING 

When you told me you loved me 
and we'd never part, 
That's when I gave my all to you; 
my soul, my heart... 
To do with me, Baby, whatever 
you please. 
To set your mind, your body at 
ease. 
Just love me truly; no lies, no 
games 
Because without those, we can 
lessen the pain. 
We'll continue to be gentle, to be 
loving and understanding. 
Let's not change our ways, let's 

not be demanding. 
Then we'll be able to keep ourfire 
burning, 
Our candles lit, our love wheels 
turning. ^ 

DIONISIA SIMONA 

Kinshashah-folayan 
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ECHOING VERSE 
Old Woman/Agadi Nwanyi 

Enough! 
I have seen tears 
meander down your face 
like a river. 

I have seen you 
lift up other women's children, 
press them against your dry 
breasts, 
and wished they were yours. 

I have heard you calling 
on children to come get the gifts 
you bought for them 
from the Ahia 

I know you've been 
to all kinds of doctors 
trying to get a child; 
the only thing that has eluded 
you. 

Stop the tears old woman. 
With these kisses 
let me remove your tears. 
Maybe it was meant for you 

to care for us all 
and not just for yours, 
if its God's wish, 
please, so be it. 

Kinshashah-folayan 

unexpected expectations 

you caught me 
off guard. 
so innocently 
i gave into 
the unknown 
& let it give 
my heart a thrill. 
altered my thought patterns 
so that the mystery 
of magic became 
my toys. 
was playing 
so eagerly 
i never knew 
of the joy 
& battling-
no, the joy of battling 
being caught 
would bring. 

Kingsley Ugorji 

"Ahia" is an Ibo word for market. 

New Directions 

I want to travel 
As far as I can go, 
I want to reach the 
joy thats in my soul, 
And change the limitations 
That I know. 
And feel my mind and spirit grow. 
I want to live, exist, "to be" 
And hear the truths 
Inside me. 

Doris Warshay 

UTIMME UMANA 



ECHOING VERSE 
MY WORLD 

Step into my world 
I'm a college girl 
It is totally different than yours 
C'mon check out my toys... 

I play spark up the joint 
Don't get caught and you get a 
point. 
Put the towel on the floor 
So the CA doesn't knock on the 
door. 

I play drop a tab of mesc 
And see who can dance the 
longest 
Or how about a beauty or a vivarin 
This game you are bound to win. 

I play I spy 
Trying to see who's running 
around with what guy. 
Living in the middle of campus it 
is easy to see 
Who's not where they're 
supposed to be. 

Let's play Let's get zooted 
Or are you afraid from college 
you'll get booted? 
Try some Thunderbird or some 
"ol'E" 
I bet a distance you can't see. 

I play break the rules 
That's our purpose here 
school. 
There's nothing else to do but gel 
in trouble 
Taking chances and winning 
makes the pleasure double. 

My world is never lonely 
The people are just very phoney 
C'mon step into my world 
I'm a college girl. 

In my world you might not fit 
But on the sideline you may sit. 
You may not approve of the 
things we do 
That's why I'm me and your'e 
you. 

CHERYL E. WILLIAMS 

no matter 
who 
you are 
the 
ruling class 
has 
your ass 
trapped 
in 
plexiglass cases 
until 
we carry 
on 
in the footsteps 
of 
revolutionary minds 
revolutionary minds 
carry on, 
People 
in the footsteps 
r\i 

for oppressed lives 

some shave their heads 
starve themselves & 
walk many miles 
some write plays 
movies & songs 
to release 
the anger of 
oppressed lives 
some sing the songs 
some write the music 
others paint pictures 
take photographs 
many give up life 
martyred for oppressed lives 
some dance 
others beat the drum 
one of many has 
written a poem 
for oppressed lives. 
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Black Unemployment and 
"More than ninety percent of 

the Black American population 
supported Jimmy Carter's bid for 
re-election. The reason was 
simple: blacks feared that a 
conservative administration 
would feature a swift and 
dramatic retreat from civil rights 
enforcement and from the notion 
that the federal government can 
and should play constructive role 
in dealing with issues like teenage 
unemployment, urban develop— 
mentnt, aid to education, and 
minority voting rights."1 

During the first two years of 
President Reagan's administra
tion, conservative ethics has 
targeted a major assault on the 
legal and economic well being of 
millions of Black and Hispanic 
Americans. In Reagan's ill-
conceived budget cuts, is the 
assurance that Black Americans 
can no longer turn to the federal 
government in their efforts to 
overcome systematic and 
growing patterns of poverty 
coupled with job discrimination. 

The Reagan Administration's 
first two years delivered shocking 
waves through the American 
economy, causing inflationary 
problems for millions of 
Americans. Today, 10 million 
Americans are out of work largely 
due to the recession caused by 
the Reagan Admistration. Blue 
collar workers, blacks and 
teenagers are affected the most, 
but no segment of these groups 
are escaping the impact. The 
largest concentration of black 
employment is in the blue collar 
sector. 

"The current recession is 
rolling back some of the major 
gains that blacks made in jobs 
and income over the past quarter 
of a century. Sharp differences 
are now surfacing over busing, 
affirmative action, and other 
programs that are aimed at 
reaching the still elusive goal of 
racial equality."2 Despite the 
hardships of Reaganomics and its 
policies against civil rights, 
blacks are making gains in the 

BY KEVIN T. WRIGHT m e d i a n  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l  
completed and in white collar 
jobs. 

"Year by year, more blacks are 
being elected to serve on school 
boards, at city halls and in 
Congress. Thousands of college 
trained blacks, each year are 
moving into an integrated world 
of the professions, government 
b u r e a c r a c y ,  a n d  c o p o r a t e  
management."3 For whatever 
the aforementioned is worth, 
black strategists are now taking 
up a revolution that is far from 
being completed. It was found 
that those individual gains by 
blacks were due to the domestic 
programs that Reagan literally 
slashed to pieces. 

"For Black America, 1981 wasa 
year of economic depression, 
savage cuts at survival programs 
for the poor and betrayal of basic 
civil rights protections....The rich 
got the tax cuts, the Pentagon got 
a blank check, but black people 
lost jobs, training opportunities, 
food assistance, health care and 
much else."4 

Today, the endless struggle for 
economic survival still rages 
throughout black communities in 
A m e r i c a .  B l a c k  e c o n o m i c  
opportunity is being decentral
ized due to conservative policy 
makers cutting back federal 
spending in areas which have 
been proven historically as a 
vialable step toward equal 
opportunity for Black Americans. 
BLACK TEENAGE UNEMPLOY-
MENTENT 

W h e n e v e r  u n e m p l o y m e n t  
becomes a mounting concern, 
particular attention is paid to the 
discrepencies in the rate of black 
and white teenage employment. 
"White teenage employment rose 
overall during 1970's, despite 
recession setbacks, after a severe 
decline in the 1950's. Black 
teenage employment, though 
initially higher than that of whites 
in the same bracket, is now 
significantly lower, so much so 
that by 1978 only one half as 
many black as white teenagers 
were employed."5 
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The Reagan Administration 
Today, over 27% of the Black 

American community is out of 
work. Black teenagers have an 
unemployment rate of 49%. 

Authorized employment legisla-
tionn aimed at increasing teenage 
employment in the black 
community were wholly sliced by 
the Reagan Administration. 

Programs aimed at fighting 
hard core unemployment among 
youths, mainly during the sixties, 
have been provided through 
counseling services provided by 
the U.S. Job Service, which is a 
Federal-State program that 
brings job seekers and 
employment opportunities 
together. However, like many 
other programs of this sort, fu nds 
appropriated to this agency has 
suffered cutbacks too. 

"Although manpower pro
grams focuses on job training, 
counseling, recruitment for 
training programs, and job 
discrimination, they are 
inadequate in terms of closing the 
gap between the unemployment 
rates of black and white youth."6 

The aforementioned is a view 
largely held by conservatives. 
However, I believe that to some 
extent that these jobs programs 
did fail to close the gap between 
black and white teenage 
employment. This problem of 
black/white teenage income 
differentiation can only be solved 
through new approaches which 
will need some type of funding 
from the federal government. 

One reason why the govern
ment has failed to deal with black 
unemployment problems is 
because it has always failed to 
deal with competence of its 
lawmakers to formulate policies 
that solve serious problems 
which result in job and 
employment discrimination 
against Black Americans. 

How does the general society 
view black unemployment among 
youth? "Because racism has 
contributed to the systematic 
unemployment of their fathers 
and older brothers, the majority 
of black youths see no future 
employment possibility for 
themselves. White Americans 
generally, however, view the 
black youth as suffering less 
from job discrimination than from 
personal and cultural defects and 
an aversion to work."7 

A n  u n p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t  
p e r p a r e d  b y  O h i o  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e  U . S .  
Department of Labor refutes the 
contention that black youth don't 
want to work. It was found that a 
majority of blackyouths would be 
willing to accept jobs in fast-food 
restaurants and in supermarkets 
at sub-minimum wages. (This 
study may have influenced 
Ronald Reagan's attempt to 
establish a sub-minimum wage 
law for teenagers). 

"The attitudes of whites toward 
the unemployment problem 
faced by young blacks is likely to 
be reflected in congressional 
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l  
allocation of funds to ease the 
current situation."8 The extent 
to which President Reagan 
attempts to decrease the size of 
black teenage unemployment is 
reflected in his cuts in job 
programs. 

1 "Reaganisms, Reaganaunts, and the 
NAACP." Crisis: A Record of the Darker 
Races, Vol. 18 No. 89 p.5 

2. "10 Million People Out Of Work: Who 
They Really Are." U.S. News and World 
Report. 

3. Ibid, p.65 
4. "Black Leaders Speak Out." U.S. New 

and World Report, Jan. 17,1983, Vol. 92 
No. 10 p.7 

5. Richardson, Heather, "Understanding 
Black Teenage Employment," The 

Public Interest. 

6. Foss, James, "Unemployment Among 
Black Youth." Social Work Journal of the 
National Association of Social Workers, 
Jan., 1982, No. 1 pp.42-49 

7. Ibid, p.49 
8. Ibid, p.49 
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If you know your history then you 
will know where you're coming 
from. Then you wouldn't have to 
ask-who the heck do I think I am. 

-Bob Marley 

"God put opportunity here for us 
all to have." 

Lou Rawls 

Blacks in America are just like 
white Americans if you have 
something they like you—if not— 
they don't. 

-Tony Brown. T.V. Journalist 

A person without knowledge of 
his culture or history is like a tree 
without branches. 

-Marcus Garvey 

"Being average is being the best 
of the worst and the worst of the 
best." 

Alfred Bridges. 
Director of Admissions, TSC. 

When Austin Dutton was 
"fornicating with the administra
tion students picked up The 
Signal like crazy. Now Austin is 
gone, The Signal is not the same 
anymore. We miss you Austin! 

The Free Thinker 

There seems to be an obsession 
among the teachers in the English 
department to assign slavery 
stories to their students who take 
such courses as English 107 
(Writing) and English222 (Short 
Story). Is this the department's 
way of keeping the memories 
fresh or are these particular 
stories, the contents of which are 
annoying, provocative and 
insiting, the only good stories the 
teachers know? 

The Free Thinker 

"We have learned to seek status, 
position, and power in the world 
instead of unity with our fellow 
human beings." 

Mitchell Gilbert 
An Owners Manual forthe Human 

Being 

"There is nothing that makes me 
angrier than to see Blacks who 
think they made it on their own. 
They forget they made it because 
some one had cleared the way for 
them." 

Alfred Bridges 



Get 
Involved 

BLACK STUDENT UNION 

WTSR RADIO — 91.3FM 

THE SIGNAL 

MINORITY PROGRAMMING 

COMMITTEE 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

STUDENT FINANCE BOARD 

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF BLACK 

ENGINEERS 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
COMMITTEE 

PAN AFRICAN STUDENTS 
SOCIETY 

CARRIBBEAN STUDENTS 
ASSOCIATION 

COLLEGE UNION BOARD 

COMMITTEES 

FIRE II 

ELEGANCE PHI SOPHISTICATION 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COUNCIL 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

AHbtHe* ^ 

kJUE DUST For information contact: 
The Office of Student Life 
2nd floor of Student Center 

Drug Problem? 
Call: 696-5606 

24 hours 

W I ( 
/**M .A* w nXm 

The 
FAMILY 

cordially invite you to: 
Become a part of the force that keeps 

us all informed 

Our msgazine can be more than the public's 
voice or daily News and events that occur 

Our magazine offers to all achievers a headstart 
in their careers, resume referenoe and 

occupational experience 

You will gain invaluable experience 
in layout 

photography, production and design 
expressions in poetry 

art and literary talents 

Stop in 
Student Center basement 

rooms 7 or 8 
Or call (771) - 2736 
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Black Baseball Greats 
BY KYLE MOYLAN 

In a conversation with Dr. Cole 
last semester, it occured to us that 
Trenton State fielded an entirely 
white baseball team. This is not to 
imply anything negative about 
Head Coach Rich Dell, because 
he fielded a winning team, and I 
do not even know if any black 
players tried out for the team. It is 
just to say that being born in 1963, 
16 years after Jackie Robinson 
and Branch Rickey combined to 
break the baseball color barrier, it 
just seemed weird to think of the 
game of baseball without 
including any black athletes. 

Now with World Series aboutto 
celebrate its 80th anniversary, I 
cannot help but get that weird 
feeling again when I realize that 
baseball spent more than half of 
those years with blacks barred 
from the game. 

Baseball has often been 
compared to America, because 
along with the democracy and its 
rules, it has also expanded with 
America and prospered when the 
country did. However, it also had 
the same sickening prejudice that 
the country had and still does. 

From baseball's start in the 
1880's through its first World 
Series between Pittsburgh and 
Boston, and then through two 
World Wars, the doors to the 
major leagues have remained 
closed to blacks who tried to 
make their living in baseball. So 
out of neccesity, the Negro 
leagues were formed. 

The Negro leagues were as rich 
and talented as the major 
leagues, only lacking in money 
and prestige. But today many 
people who consider themselves 
baseball fans cannot name any of 
the stars of that league, nor can 
they understand the three major 
stages of the colored players' rise 
from obscurity to his present day 
acceptance and recognition. 

That is why it becomes 
necessary now to trace those 
stages. Not only as a means of 
general information that all 
baseball fans should know, but 
also as a tribute to those men who 
sacrificed themselves for those to 
follow and from who we should 
learn so as not to repeat our 
mistakes. 

Searching over all the black 
greats of the game, I had to 
bypass such names as Monte 
Irvin, Satchell Paige, Willie Mays 
and Hank Aaron, the latter two 
who are probably among the top 
players of all time, to select the 
three players Josh Gibson, Jackie 
Robinon and Roberto Clemente, 
who I felt most depicted a certain 
stage in the rise from Negro 
league obscurity to present- day 
notoriety. 

The first name on my list, Josh 
Gibson, is considered by many to 
be the greatest player ever to play 
baseball. But at the time of his 
early death at the age of 35, in 
1947, he had never played one 
inning in the major leagues. 

Gibson was a powerful catcher 
who many claim is the only man 
ever to hit a ball out of Yankee 
Stadium, a feat that even the 
m i g h t y  B a b e  R u t h  n e v e r  
accomplished. Gibson is also 
credited with poking out 75 to 80 
home runs per year. 

There is an old story about 
Gibson that goes: While playing 
in Pittsburgh one day, he hit a ball 
so hard and far that nobody was 
quite sure where it went, so the 
umpire ruled it was a homer. Next 
day, however, while playing in 
Philadelphia the ball fell from the 
sky and a startled Philadelphia 
player caught it. So the umpire 
pointed to Gibson sitting in the 
dugout and said, "Gibson you are 
out yesterday in Pittsburgh." 

Of course this incident is an 
exaggeration, but it would be 
hard to exaggerate the greatness 
of Gibson. 

Bill Veeck, ex-president of the 
Chicago White Sox, said of 
Gibson, "Gibson was black and 
they would not let him play in the 
major leages. If they ever let him 
play in a small place like the old 
Ebbets Field or the Fenway Park, 
Gibson would have forced them 
to re-write the rules. Gibson was 
at the minimum, two Yogi 
Berras." 

Y i  f  i . 

Even with all that praise 
bestowed upon him and a later 
induction into the Hall of Fame, 
Gibson would still play his career 
taking long bus rides and playing 
countless games for little or no 
jnoney. 

In 1945 there was a rumor 
floating around that a black 
player would be signed by the 
major leagues, and being one of 
the Negro League's biggest stars, 
Gibson thought that might be 
him. So when the choice went to 
the younger college educated 
Jackie Robinson, Gibson began 
to drink heavily. Only a few 
months before Robinson played 
in the majors,Gibson was dead. 

Unlike the tragedy here, Josh 
Gibson, Jackie Robinson did get 
a chance to play in the majors, but 
he was never really able to enjoy 
the rewards the majors bring 
because he was constantly under 
attack. 
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of Yesterday 
Robinson  had  no t  on ly  the  

pressu re  o f  a  rook ie  t ry ing  to  
make  t he  ma jo r s  t o  dea l  wi th .  He  
also  had  the  humi l i a t ion  o f  a  28  
year  o ld  ve te ran  who  had  to  p rove  
himse l f  aga in .  Las t  bu t  no t  l eas t ,  
he  had  to  l ea rn  t o  hand le  a l l  t he  
peop le  who  ha ted  h im because  he  
was  b lack .  So  even  i f  he  cou ld  
prove  h imse l f  a s  a  p laye r ,  he  
would  a lways  be  cons ide red  
infe r io r  by  ce r t a in  peop le ,  even  by  
some o f  h i s  t eammates .  

Jack ie  Rob inson  was  the  
br idge  be tween  the  Negro  and  
Major  l eague ,  so  he  had  to  be  
s t rong ,  because  i f  h e  co l l apased  
he  would  have  t aken  a  lo t  o f  o the r  
p laye r s  w i th  h im.  

When  Branch  R ickey ,  p res iden t  
of  t he  Dodgers  made  up  h i s  mind  
to  b reak  t he  co lo r  ba r r i e r ,  he  
knew he  would  have  to  f ind  a  
person  who  cou ld  t ake  the  abuse  
and  keep  f rom exp lod ing  in  such  
a  manner  t ha t  wou ld  once  aga in  
c lose  t he  doors  be tween  the  
leagues .  Look ing  back  in  
re t rospec t ,  Rob inson  migh t  have  
been  the  on ly  one  a t  t he  t ime  tha t  
cou ld  have  pu l l ed  th i s  o f f .  

Through tou t  h i s  ca ree r ,  
p i t che r s  t h rew a t  h im,  runners  
t r i ed  t o  sp ike  h im and  he  was  
a lways  r ece iv ing  dea th  th rea t s .  
Robinson '  however ,  backed  by  
the  encouragement  o f  R ickey  and  
his  f ami ly ,  began  to  f igh t  back .  
P i t che r s  and  runners  l ea rned  tha t  
in i t i a t ing  a  conf l i c t  w i th  Rob inson  
cou ld  be  more  than  they  
barga ined  fo r .  

Rob inson  no t  on ly  p ro tec ted  
himse l f  w i th  t h i s  aggress ive  p lay ,  
he  a l so  p ro tec ted  f e l low Dodger  
p laye r s .  Even  those  tha t  a sked  to  
be  t r aded  because  o f  Rob inson .  

I t  was  Rob inson ' s  ab i l i ty  t o  t ake  
al l  h i s  anger  and  to  d i rec t  i t  i n to  
good  aggress ive  baseba l l ,  t ha t  
enab led  more  b lacks  t o  fo l low 
bim on to  the  baseba l l  d i amond .  
But  Rob inson ' s  p rob lems  d id  no t  
end  the re .  H i s  son  became  
hooked  on  d rugs  and  once  i t  
appea red  he  had  k icked  the  hab i t ,  
he  d ied  in  a  ca r  acc iden t .  
Robinson  d ied  shor t ly  a f t e r  a t  t he  
age  o f  53 .  

The  baseba l l  r ecord  fo r  
Rob inson  reads ,  a  ba t t ing  t i t l e ,  a  
rook ie  o f  t he  yea r  award ,  an  
M.V.P .  Award  and  an  even tua l  
induc t ion  in to  the  Ha l l  o f  Fame .  
Bu t  Rob inson ' s  exp lo i t s  ex tend  
fa r  beyond  the  baseba l l  d i amond .  
He  worked  ha rd  wi th  Mar t in  
Lu the r  King ,  campa igned  fo r  a  
s t ronger  b lack  vo te  and  was  
connec ted  wi th  seve ra l  cha r i t i e s .  
Ye t  s t i l l ,  he  was  never  ab le  to  
accep t  a l l  acc la im he  dese rved .  

The  th i rd  s t age  beg ins  a f t e r  t he  
co lo r  ba r r i e r  had  a l r eady  been  
b roken .  I t  i s  t he  s t age  where  
co lo red  ba l lp laye r s  e s t ab l i shed  
themse lves  amid  the  emergence  
of  a  new breed  o f  ba l lp laye r ,  t he  
La t in  Amer ican .  

And  the re  i s  no  o the r  La t in  
Amer ican  p laye r ,  pe rhaps  in  
genera l ,  who  has  es t ab l i shed  
h imse l f  bo th  on  and  of f  t he  f i e ld  
a s  much  a s  Rober to  C lemente  

C lemente  was  a  comple te  
p laye r  who  cou ld  run ,  h i t .  and  
th row as  we l l  a s  any  p laye r .  
C l e m e n t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  
somewha t  o f  a  pe r fec t ion i s t  who  
demanded  100% of  h imse l f .  So  he  
o f t en  chose  to  s i t  ou t  games  when  
he  was  no t  a t  h i s  bes t .  Because  of  
t h i s  many  peop le  ca l l ed  C lemente  
a  hypocondr iac .  

On  the  f i e ld  C lemente  cap tu red  
four  ba t t ing  t i t l e s ,  an  M.V.P .  
award  and  le f t  o the r  s t a r t l ing  
c reden t i a l s ,  wh ich  ea rned  h im a  
Hal l  o f  Fame  b i r th  Bu t  l ike  
Gibson  and  Rob inson ,  C lemente  
never  had  a  chance  to  en joy  h i s  
CI IPPPQQ 

B e s i d e s  b e i n g  l a b l e d  a  
hypocondr iac  and  ha ted  by  many  
peop le  because  he  was  b lack ,  
C lemente  a l so  had  to  con tena  
wi th  the  l anguage  ba r r i e r .  A  
ba r r i e r  wh ich  caused  the  p r ide fu l  
C lemente  to  be  misquo ted  and  
embar rassed  in  p r in t .  

A l though  p r ide fu l ,  C lemente  
was  by  no  means  se l f -  cen te red .  
In  f ac t  he  even  gave  h i s  l i f e  t ry ing  
to  he lp  o the r s ,  dy ing  in  a  p lane  
c rash  whi l e  f ly ing  re l i e f  supp l i e s  
t o  e a r t h q u a k e  v i c t i m s  i n  
Nica ragua .  Bu t  tha t  was  no t  
un l ike  C lemente ,  Gibson ,  o r  
Rob inson ,  th ree  men  whogavea l l  
t hey  cou ld  fo r  t he  be t t e rmen t  o f  
ou r  na t iona l  pas t ime  and  the  
wor ld  a round  them.  

These  th ree  men  a re  the  sou l  o f  
t he  p resen t -day  Regg ie  Jacksons  
and  Rod  Carews .  They  were  the  
r o o t s ,  t h e  p a t h  a n d  t h e  
es t ab l i shment  o f  b l acks  in  t he  
ma jo r  l eagues  and  they  mus t  no t  
be  fo rgo t t en .  Of  course  they  were  
no t  a lone  in  t hese  deeds  bu t  the  
t r agedy  tha t  f e l l  upon  them was  
symbol i c  o f  a l l  t he  b lacks  which  
were  p reven ted  f rom p lay ing  
ma jo r  l eague  baseba l l—for  tha t  
was  indeed  a  t r agedy .  

'  T 'MME UMANA 



Sounds and Stuff Like That 
TOP 20 HITS f t  *  

1 COLD BLOODED Rick James 
2 AIN'T NOBODY Rufus and Chaka Khan 
3 JUST BE GOOD TO ME The S.O.S. Band 
4 DON'T YOU"GET SO MAD Jeffery Osborne 
5 YOU'RE NUMBER ONE Gladys Knight & the Pips 
6 ROCK IT. Herbie Handcock 
7 STOP DOGGIN ME AROUND Klique 
8 PARTY TRAIN The Gap Band 
9 NEW ALL NIGHT LONG (ALL NIGHT) Lionnel Richie 

10 I CAN MAKE YOU DANCE Zapp 
11 TONIGHT I CELEBRATE MY LOVE Peabo Bryson/Hoberta Hack 
12 I KNOW Philip Bailey 
13 PILOT ERROR Stephanie Mills 
14 TELL HER ABOUT IT Billy Joel 
15 I AM LOVE Jennifer Holiday A 

16 IS THIS THE END? New Edition 
17 ALL NIGHT LONG Mary Jane Girls • 
18 MIRACLES Stacy Lattisaw 
19 I.O.U Freeze 
20 HOLIDAY/LUCKY STAR .Madonna 

f  
TOP 20 GOSPEL ALBUMS 

1 ROUGH SIDE OF MOUNTAIN Rev. F.C. Barnes 
2 PEACE BE STILL- * • • Vanessa Bell Armstrong 
3 JESUS, I LOVE CALLING YOUR NAME Shirley Caesar 
4 YOU BROUGHT THE SUNSHINE The Clark Sisters 
5 WHEN IT RAINS, IT POURS Rev- F C- Barnes 

6 FEEL THE SPIRIT The William Brothers 
7 LEAD ME Jackson Southerinaires 
8 HEAR MY VOICE The Rance Allen Group 
9 I FEEL LIKE GOING ON Single 

10 THE RICHARD SMALL SINGERS The Richard Small Singers 
11 I'LL RISE AGAIN Al Green 
12 THE JOY OF THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH Douglas Miller 
13 THE FANTASTIC VIOI IN- AIRES The Violinaires 
14 FINALLY * Andre Crouch 
15 DETERMINED • • • Tramaine Hawkins 
16 MUSIC AND ART SEMINAR MASS CHOIR • • • Edwin Hawkins 

17 IT'S GONNA RAIN Rev- Milton Brunson 
18 SOON I WILLBEDONEWITH THE TROUBLES James Cleveland 
19 MIGHTY CLOUDS ALIVE • •"• Mighty Clouds of Joy 
20 UNCLOUDY DAY . Myrna Sammers 



"I know that these are troubled times, but 
remember what I said to you in 1959: The ulti
mate measure of a man is not where he stands 
at times of comfort and convenience but where 
he stands at times of challenge and contro
versy. The true neighbor will risk his position, 
his prestige and even his life for the welfare of 
others. In dangerous valleys and hazardous 
pathways he will lift some bruised and beaten 
brother to a higher and more noble life! 
So my friends, if we truly believe in the legacy 
that Dr King left us, let's reach out and help 
one another. 
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