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Before  you go  o  
pages  of  th is  mac  
back at  i t s  cover  
just  wi tnessed  i s  a  -
the  makings ,  one  th  
major impact or: 
t r e a t m e n t  o f  i t s  
populat ion  in  the  pre;  
future .  This  impact  w 
in  the  form of  se l f - i  
pr ide ,  and d igm 
Afr ican Americans ,  
what I call due pre. 
contemporary  human 

What  you see  on th  -•  
two Afr ican America:  
working  within  the  
system,  and the  other  -
i t , that  are  respect ive ly  
about  the  soc ia l ,  meni  
economic  upl i f t  o f  the ir  k' ir  
sons  and daughters  of  Amen • 
s laves .  These  men are  concerned 
with  changing  the  way American 
pol i t ics  and people  have  
his tor ica l ly  chosen to  deal  wi th  i t s  
n !^h fw n d  H l s P a n i c  Populat ion .  
Our chi ldren no  longer  have  to  
ook up to  images  of  sports  

f igures  and dancers ,  but  
inte l l igent  men concerned with  
the  future  of  the ir  l ives .  

OR'S 
Vei l ,  i f  you  haven' t  turned to  the  
ver  by  now,  these  men I speak 
are  Minis ter  Louis  Farrakhan,  
Jer  o f  the  Nat ion of  Is lam and 

.dent ia l  candidate ,  Jesse  
Kson.  This  i s  what  I ca l l  true  
:  uni ty .  Despi te  tr ies  by  the  
onal  press  to  be l i t t le  these  

men,  the  messages  they  
vey  to  the  masses  gets  

Mvered by  the  spir i t  o f  
feousness .  
ere  are  many people  that  lable  
akhan as  a  rac is t  and Jackson 
rac is t  and a  radica l .There  are  

"o  people  that  say  Pres ident  
agan i s  rac is t .  I say  to  you 
•ders .  be  your  own judge  

In  th is  i s sue  of  UTIMMEUMANA 
a  VOZ OCULTA.we have  a  

speech by  Minis ter  Farrakhan 
and his  v iew on race ,  pol i t ics ,and 
the  press  as  i t  re lates  to  Jesse  
Jackson's  pres ident ia l  campaig-
n .Again ,  you be  the  judge ,  just  
don' t  forget  h is  concern for  the  
upl i f t  o f  h i s  people .  



Dear Editor, 

I must say I enjoyed the articles 
the magazine contained on 
Malcolm X and Jesse Jackson, 
very much. They were quite 
enlightening. 

I was also very impressed with 
your Editor's note.What you are 
saying in those three paragraphs 
gave me a great sense of pride in 
you as far as feeling your sincerity 
about what you want to 
accomplish in life as well as 
helping others, or should I say 
people helping each other 
striving together for one common 
goal. 

Keep up the good work you are 
doing and may almighty God 

always keep and bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Craig Tobin 

UTIMME UMANA/LA VOZ OCULTA 
was incorporated in the Spring of 1968 by a 
group of Black and Hispanic students. The 
nameUTIMME UMANA is the Swahilian 
term for "Rebirth." LA VOZ OCULTA is a 
Spanish term and literally means "The Hidden 

Voice" 

Since its inception, UTIMME UMANA/LA 
VOZ OCULTA has focused primarily on 
news and features that are of a primary 
interest to all First World people and, to all 
those who are interested irf their progress. 
This magazine is funded by the Student 
Activity Fund. 

UTIMME UMANA/la voz oculta is publish
ed sixteen times a year (September - May) 
at Trenton State College. All rights reserved. 
No portion may be reprinted in whole or part 
without the expressed permission of the 
Editorial Board. 
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are not necessarily those of the College or student body 
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Puerto Rican's Sense of Dignity 
A key aspect of Puerto Ricaris 

culture is respoto(respect). It is 
the sense of dignity, a quality of 
self that is presented in all 
interpersonal relationships that 
are serious and important. This 
sense of dignity is expressed in a 
series of words such as "Soy un 
hombre or mujer de respetoyhay 
que darsea respetar." (I am a man 
or woman of respect and I am to 
be respected). The opposite of 
respeto is relajo. Relajo is a kind 
ol joking and interaction that 

unless engaged in with the 
unexpressed or explicit consent 
of all parties concerned, could be 
interpreted as a lack of respect. 
Relajo should never be present in 
serious relationships. 

Respeto demands that proper 
attention be given to ceremonial 
rituals and order that must be 
observed in interpersonal 
relationships. Posture, words of 
respect, handshakes, embraces, 
etc. are some of the rituals of 
repsect to Puerto Ricans. 

The offering and accepting of 
coffee, food, etc. is expected. It 
would be considered a "falta de 
educacion"(lack of education) 
not to offer something to eat or 
drink if the person is visiting in a 
home. It would be considered 
"falta de consideracion"(lack of 
consideration) to refuse. 

In behavioral and interpersonal 
terms, relajo refers to joking, 
teasing in a friendly way, or 
having the privilege of insult 
allowed when a deep interper-
onal relationship exists between 
the two or more persons. With 
relajo it is never considered 
appropriate to joke about a 
person or persons characteristics 
or looks. Puerto Ricans are not 
acculturated to laugh at 
themselves or at their faults or 
anybody else's. To indulge in 
relajo in the presence of anyone is 
to engage in a relationship of 
confianza(confidence). The idea 
of confianza along side 
informality indicates a strong 
sense of trust in the other person. 
To relajar en confianza(joke 
around in confidence) is to drop 
the area of protection the respeto 
says and let the other person in 
and to trust them. 

RELIGION 
Catholicism is the main religion, 

but the styles do vary in each 
family's way. Most Puerto Ricans 
are Catholic. They have been 
baptized Catholics and center 
many family celebrations around 
Catholic holidays and ceremo
nies, but they are not faithful 
church goers. While they have 
strong feelings and believe in 
rituals,they do not have the 
"worship attitude" toward priests 
and nuns. Puerto Rican homes 
are usually decorated with 
religious pictures and statues. 
Home religious rituals such as 
baptism of a child by a lay person 
upon birth, the lighting of candles 
in the home, the sprinkling of the 
home with the holy water and the 
display of Palm Sunday branches 
in the home are all cultural beliefs 
present in most Puerto Rican 
homes. 

Promesas(promises) are made 
to saints and habitos. Promesas 
are formal contracts between the 
individual seeking favor from a 
saint. No contract obligates the 
person to perform a ritual that has 
been clearly detailed between the 
person and the saint. Habitos is a 
specific form of promesa by 
which the person(mostly women, 
but not always limited to women) 
commits herself to wear a special 
type of dress for a specified 
period of time. The dress is 
usually plain, long sleeved and 
tied at the waist by a specially 
crocheted woolen color. Such as 
Saint Anthony is Brown while Our 
Lady of Sorrow is Lilac. 
Puerto Ricans often wear medals 

and religious symbols for both 

purposes of protecton and 
ornament. 

Other religions such as 
Jehovah's Witness, Seventh Day 
Adventist, and Pentecostal are 
also followed among Puerto 
Ricans. 

LANGUAGE 
Puerto Ricans speak Spanish 

with some different manner and 
accent, but these do not 
represent some variations of 
inferiority of the language. Puerto 
Ricans who have lived long in the 
United States have taken in to 
their vocabulary many English 
words that have been changed in 
pronunciation. These words are 
sometimes mixed in with Spanish 
and so some speak Spanish 
incorrectly. 

FOOD 
The Puerto Rican food and 

cuisine has a strong European 
influence, mostly Spanish and 
French with some Indian and 
African influence present. A main 
dish in the Puerto Rican diet is 
rice and beans, requiring an "all 
day" elaborate process to 
prepare. Pasteles are traditionally 
wrapped in banana leaves. In the 
United States however, an 
adaptation has been made and 
often the pasteles are wrapped in 
a special parchment paper 
Yautia and yucca are names of 
vegeiabies tnai bear Indian 
names. They are common in the 

Puerto Rican diet. Fritters are also 
very common. Such things such 
as sorillitos de maiz(corn rolls. 
batata frita(fried sweet potato), 
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a lcapur ia ,  pas te  I i  11  o s ,  and  
baca la i tos ,  a re  common too .  

Puer to  Rican  rum is  the  na t iona l  
l iquor .  I t  i s  d i f fe ren t  in  t ex ture  and  
tas te  f rom o ther  West  Ind ian  
rums.  Scotch  i s  o f ten  se rved  a l so  
for  i t s  p res t ige  va lue .  

The  sweets  and  desser t s  very  
common are  guava  pas te ,  
coconut  candy ,  papaya ,  a r roz  
con  dulce ,  which  has  a  
resemblence  to  r ice  pudding ,  and  
f lan .  

Mal ta  a  cera l  non-a lcohol ic  
beverage ,  i s  cons idered  to  have  a  
grea t  nu t r i t iona l  va lue .Chi ldren  
a re  usua l ly  g iven  th i s  beverage  as  
a  subs t i tu te  for  mi lk  o r  as  a  ton ic  
to  bui ld  them up .  

MUSIC 
La  Danza ,  the  Se is  Chorreao  and  

the  Bonica  and  Plena(adapta-
t ions  of  Afr ican  Rhythm)  a re  
s ty les  tha t  can  be  ca l led  
genuine ly  Puer to  Rican ,  in  
addi t ion  there  a re  the  Bolero  
( s low danc ing)  favor i te  fo rm of  
en te r ta inment  and  i t  i s  hard  to  
f ind  a  Puer to  Rican  who does  not  
en joy  danc ing .  Chi ldren  usua l ly  
learn  to  dance  as  soon  as  they  can  
walk  and  a re  encouraged  to  
dance  in  fami ly  f ies tas  toge ther  
wi th  adul t s .  

I t  i s  no t  unusua l  to  see  on  the  
dance  f loor ,  couples  f rom 4  to  70  
years  of  age  a l l  en joying  
themselves .  Puer to  Ricans  a re  
accul tura ted  wi th  a  sense  of  
rhy thm and  a  l ik ing  for  mus ic .  
Radios  and  record  p layers  a re  
usua l ly  tu rned  on  f rom r i s ing  to  
re t i r ing  of  n igh t .  Others  te l l  us  
tha t  we  p lay  the  mus ic  too  loud;  
f rom our  poin t  o f  v iew,  th i s  i s  no t  
so .  We l ike  a l l  the  rooms to  be  
f i l l ed  wi th  mus ic  and  for  the  mus ic  
to  sp i l l  ou ts ide  as  a  message  of  
happiness  and  l i fe .  Only  when  we 
a re  mourn ing  does  the  mus ic  
s top ,  and  even  in  sadness  many of  
our  songs  a re  used  to  c ry  our  
pa ins .  
Sa lsa  i s  the  word  used  to  express  

what  we  fee l  about  our  mus ic .  

ENTERTAINMENT 

Enter ta inment  i s  cen te red  
a round fami ly  ce lebra t ions .  Al l  
f i es tas  heve  th ree  bas ic  
ingred ien ts :  Lots  of  food ,  lo t s  of  
d r ink ,  mus ic ,  and  danc ing .  
Cul tura l ly ,  Puer to  Ricans  do  not  
accept  the  concept  of  separa t ing  
the  age  groups  for  ce lebra t ions .  
For  example ,  a  par ty  in  honor  of  a  

b i r thday  for  a  three  year  o ld  wi l l  
i n c l u d e  b a b i e s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  
t eenagers ,  adul t s ,  and  sen ior  
c i t i zens .  Night  par t ies ,  even  those  
tha t  go  on  unt i l  ea r ly  morning  
hours ,  a l so  inc lude  in fan ts  and  
ch i ldren .  I t  would  be  cons idered  
an  of fense to invi teonly  the  adul t s  
in thefami ly toapar tyord inner .  I t  
would  be  unth inkable  for  Puer to  
Ricans  to  do  such  a  th ing .  In  the  
U.S .A.  Puer to  Ricans  tend  to  form 
soc ia l  c lubs  cen te red  a round the  
ne ighborhood based  on  the  
s t rong  cu l tura l  va lues  of  fami ly-
dominoes ,  d r ink ing  beer ,  and  ta lk  
"man ta lk"  bu t  these  a re  jus t  
in formal  a f te r  work  ge t  toge thers  
and  never  par t ies  o r  events  

carefu l ly  p lanned .  The  hometown 
c lub  i s  in  e f fec t  an  ex tended  
fami ly .  

Dominoes ,  pool ,  and  cards  a re  
popular .  These  games  a re  p layed  
main ly  by  men.Baseba l l ,  wi thout  
ques t ion ,  i s  the  bes t  loved  spor t .  
We f ind  many sof tba l l  and  
baseba l l  c lubs ,  o rganized  by  
Puer to  Ricans  in  the  U.S .A. ,  tha t  
ho ld  championship  contes t s .  
Cock  f igh ts  a re  a l so  a  favor i te  
form of  en te r ta inment .  Amer icans  
have  t r ied  to  impose  the i r  va lue  
sys tem(wi thout  success )  on  
Puer to  Ricans ,  t ry ing  to  ge t  them 
to  abol i sh  lega l  cock  f igh ts  in  
Puer to  Rico .  

RACE 

Puer to  Ricans  represen t  a l l  
shades  of  the  rac ia l  spec t rum— 
blonde  and  b lue  eyes ,  o l ive  wi th  
the  le f t  over  marks  of  the i r  
Moor ish  ances tors ,  c innamon 

shade ,  and  deep  b lack  as  the  
cof fee  tha t  they  a re  so  fond  of .  
Anthropologis t s  have(b lan ted  
out  tha t  Puer to  Ricans  recognize  
an  in te rmediary  co lor  no t  
acknowledged  by  the  dominant  
cu l ture :  t r igueno  or  moreno .  
In te r -marr iage  be tween  the  race  
i s  an  every  day  af fa i r  tha t  i s  no t  
charac te r ized  by  the  conf l ic t  
usua l ly  a t t r ibu ted  such  unions  in  
the  US.  A Puer to  Rican  poe t  sa id ,  
"Aqui  e l  que  no  t iene  d inga ,  t i ene  
mandinga"  re fe r r ing  to  the  fac t  
tha t  i t  i s  a lmos t  imposs ib le  for  a  
Puer to  Rican  to  avoid  having  
Afr ican  b lood .  I t  i s  obvious  tha t  
rac ia l ly  the  Puer to  Rican  does  
not  f i t  in  the  b lack  and  whi te  

c lass i f ica t ion  pa t te rns  used  by  
Amer icans .  Ind ica t ive  of  the  
cu l tura l  d i f fe rences  of  Puer to  
R i c a n s  ( b I a c k , w h  i t e ,  a n d  
t r iguenos)  and  the  Amer ican  
Black  i s  the  fac t  tha t  Puer to  
Ricans  have  co ined  the  te rm 
mol le to ,  to  d i f fe ren t ia te  be tween  
the  Amer ican  Black  and  the  
Puer to  Rican  Black ,  who is  ca l led  
moreno .For  Puer to  Ricans , the  
word  Negr i to  (Black)  i s  a  word  of  
endearment  and  i s  used  as  such ,  
regard less  of  the  sk in  co lor  of  the  
loved  one .  

Ind ica t ion  of  "co lor"  ( ra ther than  
race)  d i sc r imina t ion  a re  observed  
in  Puer to  Rican  cu l ture .  The  co lor  
d i sc r imina t ion  i s  ev idence  in  
soc ia l  ra ther  than  bus iness  
re la t ionsh ips .  Upper  middle-
c lass  Puer to  Ricans  who c lose ly  
iden t i fy  themselves  wi th  the  
Spanish  component  of  the i r  
her i tage ,  g ive  ev idence  in  the i r  
behavior  of  co lor  d i sc r imina t ion .  
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Class seems to play an important 
role in the discriminatory 
behavior since the phenomena is 
observed in the upper classes and 
not in the lower or poorer classes. 
An unreleased study conducted 
by the Department of Labor in 
Puerto Rico, disclosed racial 
discrimination by private industry 
and business in Puerto Rico. It is 
important to note that such 
i n d u s t r y  i s  a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  
controlled by non-Puerto Ricans, 
mostly Americans. 

FAMILY STRUCTURE 

Family ties extend to very distant 
relatives and a favorite topic of 
conversation when Puerto Ricans 
are introduced to other Puerto 
Ricans is the tracing of the 
genealogy until some parentesco 
relationship is discovered no 
matter how tenuous or distant. A 
stranger is quickly accepted de la 
familia. Roles of family, brothers, 
s i s t e r s ,  m o t h e r s ,  f a t h e r s ,  
grandparents, children, aunts, 
godparents,cousins, and in-laws, 
are clearly defined. All adults 
living in a home, or visiting, share 
permanently or temporarily in 
parental responsibilities toward 
the children. Children are taught 
to obey and respect all adults. 
Obedience and respect of parents 
and other adults are valued above 
love in Puerto Rican culture. 
Children are valued and parents 
make sacrifices for them. The 
popular image of a good mother 
is one whose life is centered 
around the children at the cost of 
great sacrifice by her. Puerto 
Rican women, even those who 
were considered(presumida) 
e x t r e m e l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
outward appearance whilesingle, 
often relax in taking care of their 
personal appearance once they 
become mothers. This practice is 
viewed as a virtue, an indicator of 
her total commitment to the 
mother's role. 

Parents expect their children to 
support and care for them when 
they get old. Children accept this 
responsibilty. If the parents are 
able to financially support 
themselves, children still have the 
responsibilty to love, obey and 
show respect to the parents. 
Often this sense of responsibility 
is extended to grandparents. 

The mother is the peace-maker 
of the family. When conflict arises 
between the father and the 

c h i l d r e n ,  s h e  m m e d i a t e l y  
appears to reso the conflict. 

Male and fen; sex roles are 
clearly define '.' hough sex 
roles are show1 changes, due 
to American influences. In the 
middle class, especially fathers, 
are assuming parental role that 
before were exclusivey per
formed by women. Such things as 
c h a n g i n g  d i a p e r s ,  f e e d i n g  
babies, carrying babies, cooking, 
etc. are performed by men. 

The transition period between 
childhood and adult life is not 
honored by poor Puerto Ricans. 
When one physically mothers or 
fathers a child, one is then 
acknowledged as a woman or 
man and expected to assume 
adult roles and behavior, such as 
quitting school and going to 
work. 
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The Study of Civilization 
By Kevin T. Wright 

Trenton State College is 
c u r r e n t l y  d e e m e d  b y  i t s  
president, Harold Eickhoff, as an 
institution that offers multi-
education. He sees multi-
education as a variety of courses 
that this college offers in the arts, 
sciences, and humanities. 

If an institution is to be one of 
multiplicity, it's only practical that 
some courses be required, that is, 
if the college seeks to truly 
educate its students in different 
academic, social, and cultural 
areas. 
When examining the curriculum 

requirements in the area of 
history, I realized that "Western 
C i v i l i z a t i o n "  i s  a  c o u r s e ,  
mandated by the college, that 
s t u d e n t s  m u s t  t a k e  b e f o r e  
recieving their degree. This type 
of requirement is unfair and 
culturally biased. The history of 
our great America is something 
that should be required, however 
the history of civilization in the 
West is a totally different subject, 
possessing ideals, values, and 
cultures of the European race. We 
as Americans have a history that 
is still misunderstood by many in 
our society. The fact that a culture 
outside of the American culture is 
mandated by this institution, 
raises serious questions as to the 
ill-concieved and unjustifiable 
connection of culture and state at 
Trenton State College. Beyond 
A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y ,  s t u d e n t s  
should be given the right to 
choose the study of civilization or 
culture that intereststhem. Not all 
students at this college have 
a n c e s t o r s  f r o m  E u r o p e .  
Therefore, it is contradictory with 
the goals of multi-education to 
require the study of one culture 
while not offering the choice of 
others. 

I n  n o r m a l  c u r r i c u l u m  
requirements for classes in the 
social sciences and arts, there are 
some mandatory and other 
choices of subjects to choose 
from. For example, in the social 
sciences, if one is a psychology 
major, it's required forhimtotake 
"Psych I and II". Inthecurriculum 
area of art, one is given the choice 

to choose from a variety of 
c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  l i k e ,  " T h e  
Foundations of Art" or "Art 
History". The point being made 
here is that if a course is to be 
required by the college, not 
including basic skills, it should 
relate directly to one's major.A 
c o u r s e  s u c h  a s  " W e s t e r n  
Civilization" should only be 
required for political science and 
history majors, and offered as an 
option for others that have 
interests in the subject. 

There is no rational reason 
available at this moment, why 
"Western Civilization" is a 
r e q u i r e m e n t .  P e r h a p s  o n e  
attempted claim in favor of the 
course requirement might say 
that it teaches the development of 
our society. However, that claim 
can be refuted on the basis that 
the West is not the only culture 
that played a significant role in 
bulding the customs and ideals of 
the American culture. Say, if we 
keep "Western Civilization", as a 
requirement, offering it should 
include the culture of Africa, as a 
combiation,therefore changing 
the course to "World Civilization" 
, or give students the course of 
African civilizaton as a choice or 
addition requirement. This can be 
called balancing the equation of 
multi-education in the area of 
civilizational study. Why should a 
Trenton State College student be 
given the choice or be required to 
take African civilization? As 
judged from students at this 
college, in and outside of the 
classroom»there is no other 
culture of people so widely ill-
c o n c e i v e d  . s t e r e o t y p e d ,  a n d  
disrespected than the history and 
culture of the African-American. 

The lack of knowledge and 
insight of African civilization is 
not a total fault of students, for 
this is a societal problem. Day by 
day, the culture of the African is 
r i d i c u l e d ,  e x p l o i t e d ,  a n d  
misunderstood by students that 
lack knowledge of its richness. 
Whenever a student doesn't know 
that Egypt is in Africa, he has 
been uneducated. Whenever 
college students can say, in class, 

that they are unaware that 
Africans were Kings and Queens 
before slaves in America, shows 
a n  e v e n  g r e a t e r  l a c k  o f  
knowledge. By the way, this lack 
of knowledge doesn't pertain to 
any particular race of students, 
for they were all socialized in the 
educational system of the West. 

All the above reasons should 
demonstrate a need for the 
college to offer African culture as 
a requirement or option. If we as 
students are to be required to take 
a course in Western civilization, 
so should we that of African 
civilization. After all, isn't Egypt 
termed the 'cradle of civiliza
tion"? History is one subject, but 
civilization carries it a bit too far. 
Balancing our options as to the 
choice or requirement of courses, 
dealing with civilizaton outside 
A m e r i c a ' s ,  i s  t r u e  " m u l t -
educaton". 





Don Evans at TSC Writer's 
Conference 

By Faye Carrington 

Don Evans, playwright, director 
and Associate Professor of 
African- American Studies at 
Trenton State College, said 
"Blacks have to keep knocking in 
order to get into theatre. 
Somewhere in this country there 
is somebody who has a good 
friend who will give him a 
chance." Evans was part of the 
panel"Play and Scriptwriting," at 
the Third Annual Writer's 
Conference held here at Trenton 
State College on March 
29th.Other panel members were 
Eleanor Bergstein,scriptwriter 
and novelist; Miranda Barry,di
rector of program developement 
at American Playhouse; Ruth Ann 
Burns, director of New Jersey 
Operations, WNET/Thirteen; 
Helen Merrill, literary and 
dramatic agent, and Kyle Renick, 
artistic director of WPA Theatre, 
New York. 

Evans, who is also the founder 
and director of the "Player's 
Company" in Trenton, said "All 
writers, whether black, hispanic, 
or white,have to exploit the full 
totality of their talents." He said 
black writers and writers of any 
minority write with the same 
subject matter based on their 
dilemma. " If they approach it as a 
business and a livelihood and not 
as a political platform they will 
move pass the obstacles of the 
market and what it does." Evans 
said. 

According to Evans, there are 
only about three professional 
black theatre companies in the 
United States,and if the other 
theatres do a black play,most 
likely the black playwright would 
be dead; in other words, these 
companies only do black plays to 
commemorate dead black 
writers. "Talking about business 
and market, blacks are not 
particulary marketable and so 
they don't take the chance. They 
follow the interest,"Evans said. 

"Consequently," Evans said, 
"Hollywood is filled with black 
actors walking the streets 
unemployed. However, every 
now and then a door will open and 
a black would be let in." This is 
c a l l e d  " b o o t h - t r a p p i n g , "  
according to Evans. 

Merrill, one of the panel 
members, said that blacks have to 
expand their horizons and realize 
that they have what everyone else 
has.She said it always astonishes 
her why there are no black 
theatres in Washington, and she 
said part of the problem is 
"community pressure." 

Bergstein, another member of 
the panel, said that blacks should 
do what they want to do and be 
u n s t o p p a b l e .  " N o  m a t t e r  
whatever doors are slammed in 
your faces, you just go on and 
'on," Bergstein said. 

Evans, who has written such 
plays as "It's Showdown Time", 
"Matters of Choice", "The 
Prodigals" and "One Monkey 
Don't Stop No Show",which 
opened in Kendall Hall on April 
4th, said he had tried to write the 
"mega hits" and came up with 20 
good reviews and one bad one. 
He said he spends a lot of his time 
getting things out of his way to 
write. He said, "It is hard forevery 
playwright because every play is 
a new beginning and a writer 
never knows what formula is to be 
used; therefore, writers have to 
keep writing. They have to 
remove all interferences to do just 
that. They must gear their interest 
to the whole network of theatre." 

Evans said that when he wrote 
his first play to be produced on 
television, he was told to "write it 
for the camera," but he did not 
know what the phrase meant, and 
so he failed. He said that a writer 
for television has to find out what 
the other medium can do and 
rethink his/her ideas."Writers 
have to give up and trust the 

c a m e r a , "  E v a n s  s a i d .  H e  
continued " It was hard for me to 
give up and trust the camera, but 
now I'm doing my second play for 
t.v.J'm cool!" He feels that writers 
have to take some criticism with a 
grain of salt because, while some 
criticism can be constructive, 
some can be destructive. 
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anthony x bradshaw 

in a world teemed with clouded 
views 
and people forever after ways to 
hide 'the real', 
the bright head of truth rarely gets 
thru. 
yet we keep trying against all 
odds, 
with regret faithfully rebounded 
again and again 
still drawn from the strength of 
God, 
we make it to the end. 

words, the tool of the mind, 
don't always find the form 
to lift us beyond fallen time 
and within make like newborn, 
life new, not posed in frames 
sculptured by the dreaded slaves 
whose joy rides in the same old 
pain, 
whose life is that of the living 
grave. 

Allah calls us to the most high, 
not that we should fail each other 
but console the cries 
and in 
harmony, 
love, 
& peace 
be true sisters and brothers, 
the dream, the vibration in my 
mind 
longs to witness this miqhtv 
climb, 
when for a solid change, instead 
of death-gifts, 
we all eat of the living bread 

as mine 

1 wonder past 
the twilight 
of your mind 
in awe 
curiously seekinq 
to find 
if there's a way 
to embrace your 
soul 
& cart it in 
my heartpocket -forever 
as mine 

delee Owens 

An Affair nf thp Minrf 

The night grew still after a 
beautiful day. 
No reason to worry, no reason to 
complain. 
You asked me that night if I'd walk 
your way. 
As we started to walk.it started to 
rain. 

The rain grew stronger and came 
with such force, 
That neither of us could resist its 
shower. 
With much regret we stayed the 
course, 
And I was taken by an 
overwelming power. 

Under the umbrella, walking 
stride for stride, 
I held you closer, as if from the 
storm. 
But a different feeling grew deep 
inside, 
As the passion made my body 
warm. 

I've never treated you like this 
before, 
Because I know that we are only 
friends. 
I feel I want to know you more, 
But pause for fear of how it would 
end. 

Lately I've been thinking a lot of 
you. 
I lovethewaythatyouaresokind. 
Could a love between us be true 
Or is this just an affair of the 
mind? 

Ervin L.Johnson 

dark wonder forbids tranquility, 
there can be no peace 
of mind, 
or heart, 
nor soul 
when deep thought never ceases 
to fathom the untold, 
but truth is consistent 
though its outer form may 
change, 
though pain/joy both from it are 
sent; 
truth remains the same. 

demand 
love, trust, peace, & noble 
willingness 
from each other and to each other 
give the best; 
truly coloring the perfect example 
set. 
no pride, 
vanity, 
or deceit, 
just us being us; black folk 
being black surpy-sweet; 
whose thang just happens to be 
makin' sincere smiles 
between us the style, 
between us the reality. 



The History of Puerto Ricans 

By Rosemarie Fermaintt 

In the early Sixteenth Century, 
when Spanish conquistadors 
under the command of the 
celebrated Juan Ponce de Leon 
reached the island of Boriquen 
(Puerto Rico), Vehey found it 
populated by Taino Indians, 
whose ancestors some three 
centuries before had sailed in 
their canoes up from the coast of 
South America. 

The Tainos were a peaceful, 
agricultural people. Some of their 
customs, such as ceremonial 
dances, ball games and their 
habit of smoking tabacco, a 
product then unknown outside 
South America caused a lot of 
interest among Europeans. 
Despite their peaceful nature, the 
Tainos fought to the death to 
defend their freedom, and many 
survivors of theSpanish conquest 
sought refuge on neighboring 
islands. Thanks to the fact that 
Spanish men and Indian women 
mixed from very onset of the 
colonization, and to the vitality of 
the Taino culture, many vestiges 
of that culture remain today in 
Puerto Rico. 
Traces of the Tainos are evident 

in the physical characteristic of 
m a n y  p e a s a n t s  f r o m  t h e  
mountain zone, in the crafts, in 
the names of towns, rivers, trees, 
and animals; in the stone idols 
with grotesque faces called 
"cemies"; and in petroglyphs the 
Tainos left carved into rock in the 
mountains or long river and creek 
courses. 
To replacethe Indiansas labor in 

the gold mines and to spur the 
growth of nascent sugarcane 
p l a n t a t i o n s ,  t h e  S p a n i s h  
colonists very soon began to 
import Africans for slaves from 
the small kingdoms of western 
Africa. Thus African blood and 
culture also came to enrich 
Puerto Rico. The elements of this 
contribution can readily be seen 
in the physical traits of much of 
the population and in the more 
vigorous expressions of our 
music and folklore. 

Spain is also present in the 
architecture of old colonial 
c h u r c h e s ;  i n  t h e  p o w e r f u l  
fortresses that defended the 
island against continuous attacts 
of French, English and Dutch 
corsairs and pirates; and in the 
fascinating urban complexes of 
old San Juan and other towns. 
Thus it was in the course of four 

centuries, that the three great 
races of human kind, the yellow, 
represented by the Tainos; the 
w h i t e ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  
Spanish colonist; and the black, 
by African blended on this 
Caribbean island to produce a 
complex ethnic mosaic largely 
free of racial barriers. 

Puerto Rico is a small island 
without great natural resources. 
However its people are good-
hearted, sincere and hospitable 
and this constitutes Puerto Rico's 
greatest source of wealth and 
pride. 

Poetry is my life 
my means of speaking to the world 
I write in ny solitude 
only my vibrations are expressed 
only my vibrations are fell 
I use my pen 
ay pen, sing pen, laugh pen 
it does as its told 
just like ma 

Jose Rodriguez 



Brother Far khan Speaks 

Our leaders are maligned and 
falsely accused by those in this 
society who hate to see strong 
b l a c k  m e n  e x e r c i s i n g  a  
leadership over our poor people. 
So we have today a Michael 
Jackson who is winning all kinds 
of awards because he is a great 
and marvelous performer, but the 
image he projects to young black 
men isanimagethatweallshould 
reject. But, of course, men like 
this will live to die of old age 
because they threaten nothing. 

I talked to about 70 reporters 
black reporters, this week in New 
York City. Many of our young 
reporters are so sick they've 
forgotten how they got where 
they are. 
Don't tell me nothing about you 

are a reporter. You're a nigger in 
the eyes of white people. 

So you got this sick condition 
that you must be objective 
You're the only fool that there is. 
White people have a point of view. 
Such a damn fool like you should 
be taken and horsewhipped. 
You already know what you want 

to write of me so it don't really 
make any difference what I say 
You already have a picture.Your 
editors have a picture of what 
they want Farrakhan to look like, 
especially your Jewish editors 
and Jewish writers. 
I think we ought to take a good 

look inside our community at our 
black politicians whom Reverend 

Jackson has been so free in 
supporting in whatever race they 
wanted to run. Sut now that 
Reverend Jackson needs their 
support these people turn and 
give their support to Mondale or 
other Caucasians without any 
due consideration of the masses 
of black people and what the 
masses desire. I'm saying thatour 
preacher-politician-education 
class of people are the worst crop 
of black people that we have eveV 
had in our history. 

And we are going to have to 
make examples of them so that 
our...peoP'e W'H know and the 
Politicians, educators, clergymen 
and others will know that you 
cannot stand in front of black 
P e o p l e  a n d  s e l l  o u t  o u r  
aspirations for your personal 
aggrandizement. We are not a;rmit We are a,reac|y 
set'an'rxam^e'713"6 8Ure that we 

Here come the Jews don't like 

WeT|akSatnsSa°nheyHCal1 me Hitler-wen, tnat s a good name Hitler 
was a very great man. He wasn't 
great for me as a black perSon 

i'm !^as a 9reat German Now 
lm not proud of Hitler's evn 
9 mat er^'f P6°ple' b" ̂ t's a matter of record. He rn<5» 

Germany up from nothing Well 
a sense you could say there's 

similarity ,n that we are rLng our 

people up from nothing. Butdon't 
compare me with your wicked 
killers. 

Why would you tolerate this' 
You are very foolish people. You 
think that to defend Reverend 
Jackson or any black man that is 
standing up for justice for you is 
to put yourself in jeopardy with 
white people because white 
people don't like that. 
I said to them, "Why would you 

allow me to come out and censure 
your own black brother, Milton 
Coleman, who writes for the 
Washington Post, who is the one 
that told Jewish people what 
Reverend Jacksonsaidtohimina 
private conversation." I said 
"Why did not you all rise up and 
censure this Judas, Uncle Tom 
member of your class?" I said,"I 
know the reason you won't do it is 
because the same rottenness 
that's in his heart is also in your 
own." I said,"But we're going to 
make an example of Milton 
Coleman." I'm going to stay on 
his case until we make him a fit 
example for the rest of them. 
What do you intend to do to 
Milton Coleman?" At this point, 
no physical harm. But at this point 
we're going to keep on going until 
we make it so that he cannotenter 
in on any black people. 

For now I'm going to try to get 
every church in Washington,D.C. 
to put him out. Put him out. 
Whenever he hits the door, tell 
him he's not wanted. If he brings 
his wife with him, tell his wife she 
can come in if she leaves him.But 
if she won't leave him, then you 
go to hell with your husband. 
One day soon we will punish you 

with death. You' re  saying, when is 
that? In sufficient time. We will 
come to power right inside this 
country one day soon. And the 
white man is not going to stop us 
from executing the law of God om 
all of you who fall under our 
jurisdiction. 
What did Elijah Muhammad offer 
you from God? He said 
"Separate." Thirty million blacK 
people cannot go on like this 
Thirty million black people neec 
some of this earth that we can can 
our own • 



In The Interest Of The People 
By Wayne P. Murray Jesse's on a mission. He may 

never make it to the White 
House,but he will have done the 
job that God put on his shoulder 
to do like no other black man 
could do. 

There's one other black man in 
America that has power to raise 
the dead and that is myself.But 
God is ready. So God gives you 
one that you like, that's closer to 
you, to start you jumping up out 
of your grave. My job takes off 
where Jesse's leaves off. That's 
why he and I are together. 

You're going to be separatea. 
Where we thought it would be 
ages before we sit down and 
negotiate with white folk over a 
piece of this earth that we can call 
our own, it's right at the door. We 
can't go on like this another 10 

Last month the city of Trenton 
held its school board elections 
and once again my community 
called on me. Despite my 
schedule, I found the time to 
reach the polls but was gravely 
disappointed to learn that many 
of my peers never arrived. The 
right to franchise is very 
important and has been pivotal in 
all democratic socities and 
should be utilized more than once 
every four years. The "my vote 
won't" count mentality has 
plagued the black community 
and crippled our political power. 
A refusal to vote results in limited 
economic and political power 
because the candidate who 
supports the views of the 
communities is often neglected. 
The shout of five thousand voices 
is heard more readily than the 
shout of one. The current mayor 

of Atlantic City almost fell victim 
to such a calamity. He lost his first 
election by approximately 360 
votes but because his opponent 
was under federal investigation, 
there was a recount and and the 
crowd at the polls told the 
remainder of the tale. 

Each person, at the age of 
maturity is given a vote which is 
theirs and its use or abuse will 
always be evident. Reluctance to 
use this vote could easily result in 
the increase in black unemploy
ment, decrease in the quality of a 
child's education and ultimately 
the destruction of a city. If the 
interest of your surroundings is 
your concern, then play an 
important part in its development. 
VOTE! If you don't, things will 
always remain the same or get 
worse. 

years. We can go on like this 
another five years. 

Editor's Note: This article in 
no way suggest that the staff of 
this magazine advocate the views 
of Minister Farrakhan. 



Ungrateful Ones 

I helped you find your feet. 
Today you kick me with those 
same feet. 
I helped you regain your sight. 
Today you hate to see me. 
Why so, ungrateful ones? 

I helped you to hear. 
Now you hate to hear my voice. 
I helped you to talk. 
Now you curse me. 
Why so, ungrateful ones? 

I fought the Union Jack with you. 
Today you fight me with the 
Union Jack. 
I fought the S.S. with you. 
Today you arm Salisbury to crush 
me. 
Why so, ungrateful ones? 
Why so ? 

Echoing Verse 

Kingsley Ugorji 

The Feeling 

I am happy to know when you are 
there. 
But,the thought of you going fills 
me with fear. 
My heart feels so broken, my 
mind seems so weak, 
As hard as I try to hide it, it always 
seems to peek. 

Love is soft, love is rough. 
The feeling so easy, but yet so 
tough. 
If you are going , please come 
again. 
I like the feeling from beginning 
to end. 

Stephanie Harris 

u.u. staff 

in you 
together our strength 

is strong (really is) 
but when you dwindle 

undecidedly & bounce 
back & forth 

like ping-pong 
strength balls up 

& introduces 
its inevitable 

weakness song 
think about it u.u. staff 

in you 
together our strength 

is strong (really is) 

delee Owens 



tire- XIH 
Mary Jackson 

It was this burning fire, described 
by Wallace Thurman in his poem, 
that urged him, Zora Neale 
Hurston, John P. Davis, Bruce 
Nugent, and others to create the 
magazine Fire. This same fire 
ignited the souls of a few students 
at Trenton State College to create 
the magazine Fire II. 
The original Fire was the product 

of an era known as the Harlem 
Renaissance. This was a period of 
outstanding literary vigour and 
creativity that took place in the 
1920's changing the character of 
African-American writing. The 
20's was a period of rebirth, not 
only in terms of writing style, but 
it was also a rebirth of black 
confidence and pride. The 
movement centered in Harlem 
where aspiring artists, writers, 
and musicians gathered to share 
experiences. Out of this period 
evolved many creative works,one 
of those was the Literary 
magazine Fire. 

Fire was a collection of ideas in 
the form of poetry, short stories, 
and essays that tried to dispel 
many myths and false beliefs 
Americans held of Blacks. In his 
autobiography "The Big Sea", 
Langston Hughes wrote about 
the general idea of Fire. "The idea 
being that it would burn up a lot of 
the old dead conventional Negro-
White ideas of the past, epater le 
bourgeoise, into a realization of 
the existence of the younger 
Negro writers and artists, and 
provide us with an outlet for 
publication...." 

Sadly, the magazine never 
flourished. Its one edition met 
with financial and natural 
disaster. Funding, or lack of it, 
caused the writers of the 
m a g a z i n e  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  
production themselves. Then, 
after it had been finally printed it 
was stored in the basement of 
Wallace Thurman's apartment 
building ironicallycaughtfireand 
most of the magazines were 

destroyed. 
The original Fire was an 

expression of Black creativity 
h o p i n g  t o  d i s p e l  m y t h s  
s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  N e g r o  i n  
America. Fire II is dedicated to 
t h o s e  i d e a s .  J a m e s ( C h i c o )  
Chambers, C.H.A.N.C.E. advisor 
and advisor for Fire II, said, "It 
gives the new and inexperienced 
a chance to develop". He went on 
to say, "If people are good we're 
giving them a chance". 
Chambers said that it was under 

the advisement of Dr. Don Evans 
that the students here at the 
college sought a means to 
establish a medium of creativity. 
They, after hearing about the 
original Fire from Evans, "were 
fired up about it and decided to 
call it Fire II", Chambers said. 

The publication is published 
once a year, in February, at the 
college, which started in 1973. At 
its conception. Fire II was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h  U t i m m e  
Umana/La Voz Oculta. In the 
spring of 1973, the last edition 
was entitled Fire II. The two 
publications decided to seperate 
however, after the second issue, 
because Fire II is dedicated to 
literary works where Utimme 
Umana is a news publication. 

An important underlying idea of 
both Fire's is that of history 
preservation. As Chambers said it 
is dangerous for people of all 
cultures not to know who they 
are. Both of the magazines were 
developed at a time when the 
need for communication was 
strong, coming just after tthe first 
World War and the movement of 
the 60's. Both are personal 
reflections given back into the 
community. Chambers went on to 
say that "Fire II is a graphic 
representation of the community. 
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Echoing Verse 
Untitled 

ha ha 
America is 
beautiful 
and all that 
social shit 
that we animals 
are continuously fed; 
drink 
dr. pepper, no 
competition has become 
stiff try the un-cola; 
see 
the little children 
happy, happy little 
who are all 
going to die 
anyway; 
take a 
stroll down 
memory lane and 
expound on factors 
which take us 
into World 
War III, 
and when times become 
extremely hard, we can 
always look back and 
laugh 

iris r. hunt 

"Friendship" 

Friendship is like, 
Two little ducklings, 
Trying to find, 
Their way through life. 

Always there, 
Supporting each other. 
And taking what life is, 
Offering them. 

Without their friendship, 
There would be, 
No light. 

Irma Rivera 

"A Friendship Like Ours" 

A friendship like ours. 
Is more special than 
Words can tell. 
If I searched the dictionary, 
From beginning to end, 
I would not be able to, 
Find a word to express, 
Our partnership. 

Some friendships are, 
Based on deceit, 
Some on lies, 
Some on secrets, 
Some on more open-issues, 
Some on money, 
Some on guys. 

These friendships are not true 
They never last long, 
Because the persons involved 
Are always on the take, 

Never on the give. 
What a wretched way to live. 
I am truly blessed, 

To have found a friend like you. 
Someone who is; 
Loving, 
Kind, 
And true. 
Not to mention that, 
You are considerate too. 

A friendship like ours, 
Seems almost to good, 
To be true. 
We are almost always, 
There for each other, 
Knowing just what to say, 
To help brighten up each, 
Other's miserable day. 

It is true, 
What you say my friend. 
Honest is more than, 
A six-letter word. 
It is very nice 
Letting your voice, 
Be heard. 

May we keep on, 
Being loving, 
Kind, 
And considerate, 
As well as true. 
Let's not forget, 
The most important of 
All, honest too. 

These are the essential, 
Ingredientsthat make up, 
A friendship like ours. 
My friend, 
I hope it lasts, 
And lasts our whole lifetime, 
Through. 
Because if I searched, 
The whole world over, 
I know that l-could not, 
Ever again, 
Find a friend, 
As special, 
As you. 

Sarah Cherry 
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Overthere Poems 

even when they should say here 
always, they say there 
like 
"there once was" 
or "there is the basement of" 
or "there beneath the moon's 

glint" 
never here 
or some phrase that speaks of 
the closeness of lovin' ourselves 
enuff to become a nation 
strong 
blk 
unfalsified 
and real. 
overthere poems are tombs 
middled in our life activity 
spacing us beyond repair 
so that seldom do we hear 
meaningful assertions like 
"that's my people' or 
"we gonna struggle 'til we win" 

or a 
simple "i love you" 
it's always the othersidedness 

that 
squeezes most closely, 
grinds itself into a foul near-ness 
where from opposite stances 
darts dipped in self-hate are 

pranced 
at the mirrored "nappy headed 

nigga" 
on the other side 
playin' the bull's eye 
and community spy. 
concerns never here, always 

there 
over some too far horizon 
or perfunctory corporated gig 
where everything's rigged 
idled by basic contradictions 
too steep to reailize 
so we never reall try 
we cocede, welcolme otherness 
opt instead for a strange twist 
rather than remove the pain 
we make it the "thang" 
rather than push respect 

we wd out regret 
become callous sinners 
and project sinners into winners 
the survivalists we become 
broken under and over-run 
make "dog eat dog" our golden 

rule 
live each day by its vicious 

school, 
never here always there 
a-cross the street 
or other side of town 
the worm of apathy creeps 
but is never around 
ain't it deep? 
how so much emptiness resides 
fed by our awakened sleep, 
self-centered, de-cultured minds 
robbed of our sight 
so never we see 
just how low we've sunk 
that today our sense of sweet 
was our yesterday's "funk" 
how strange themetamorphosis 
as we reach our peculiarthrones 
the desensitized bliss 
plants its bubbled kiss 
and reveals the hidden ills of 

overthere poems. 

Anthony X Bradshaw 

Courageous and Alone 

Courageous and alone 
we sit, we fend, we fight 
like soldiers of solid stone 
with God thunderin' might. 

Cold winds blow stubborn fros 
we proceed never flinching 
no task, no foe too big a cost 
we sacrifice untwitching. 

Months ride into years 
but persistent we remain 
sometime in the pithe of fears 
brought by cringing pain. 

Yet though we fight 
watch our blood gushy flow 
while us, our "cause" drops from 

sight 
and taints our soldiery glow. 

Courageous and alone 
we understand the royal goal 
but find unfathomly strange, the 

tone 
when we cast we into the cold. 

Yet, there are no firm tomorrows 
just questions privately explored 
but the "cause" reveals no real 

sorrows 
nor the inside hurt abandonment 

bores. 

Blessed are precursors, the 
pioneers 

they who plow the risen path 
they who brave the tamed fear 
and often drink the devil's wrath. 

Move on, the cry exhorts 
build the world anew 
right the ills, remove distorts, 
flows the noble cue. 

Yet, the tattered voice afield 
bleeding, bled, and 
neglected, goes unhealed 
dejected spirits unfed 

We must struggle, strive to be 
beyond the world's powers 
break the devil's gravity 
that our youth may flower. 

The faulting voice will conclude 
we in the field have no cry 
though more and morewebrood 
when in our aloneless we die. 

How truly can we carve 
freedom, love and unity 
with our compassion stripped 

and starved 
like the barkless willow tree? 

We don't mind dyin', one grain 
or bein' the stuff for martyrs 

poems 
yet baffled we staunch remain 

rejected by our own. 

Anthony X Bradshaw 
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Utimme Umana/La Voz Oculta 

October 14, 1981 

This last issue of the 83/84 
school year features the history of 
Utimme Umana/La Voz Oculta. 
We present to you some of the 
many important articles and 
poems that have created our 
magazine 
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Merging Of Hack Americans And Africans 
Within The School 

In the November 1981 issue of 
Utimme Umana, I was quoted as 
saying that there was discrimina-
t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  B l a c k  
Americans and the Africans on 
campus. It is now about three 
months since that statement was 
made in the "Campus Speakout" 
conducted by this versatile 
magazine and I've come to realize 
that though I was expressing my 
concern and dismay at the almost 
zero relationship between African 
and Black American students on 
campus, the statement itself was 
a hyperbole. 

It does now occur to me, after 
about nine months on the TSC 
campus that what I saw and 
percieved as discrimination was 
just a wide gap between the Black 
American and African students 
on campus and it is the problem 
and the need and how to bridge it 
that I wish to explore. 

First, having been over four 
hundred years away from the 
motherland, the Black Americans 
have developed cultures and 
atitudes to suit their new 
environment, which, however, 
has become a sharp contrast to 
the land they left unwillingly -
Africa. Hence the gap. 

The strong and apparently 
untangible view of the Black 
Americans about the Africans has 
impeded the bridging of this gap. 
Quite often, I've come across 
such comments as "Africans are 
possessive", "I am afraid of 
Africans and their voodoo." "Do 
you live in houses or in trees over 
there?",etc. And these state
ments which reflect the view of 
Black Americans about their 
African brothers and sisters also 
influence their attitudes toward 
Africa. 
It would be only fair to note too 

mat some few and insignificant 
number of African students on 
campus have contributed in no 
small way to widen this gap by 
their attitudes towards Black 
Americans, especially to the 
women. But like I said , there are 
ew such Africans on campus. 

by Kingsley Ugorji 
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Another factor that has impeded 
the bridging of this gap is the fact 
that 99 percent of Africans on 
campus live off campus and this 
has reduced considerably the 
degree of interaction with the 
Black Americans and the rest of 
the college community. 

The need to close this gap 
cannot be overemphasized. But 
how do we do this? " This 
question is my main concern and 
the concern of all right—thinking 
Blacks on campus. 
I personally see, the formation of 

the Black Student Union on 
c a m p u s  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
opportunity to bridge the gap. I 
would, therefore, suggest that 
anybody on campus who sees 
himself or herself as a Black man 
or woman and proud of being one 
should endeavor to join the Black 
Student Union. This does appear 
to be, at last, the union that would 
embrace the entire Black race on 
campus. 

I would like to suggest things 

which I think the BSU would want 
to concern itself with. They could, 
including other things, invite 
some famous African and Black 
American writers and politicians 
on campus to speak on particular 
issues. They could also organize 
visits,if possible, for Black 
Americans to visit some African 
countries. They could also try to 
obtain movies that project the 
true African life and show them 
on campus. One such movie isthe 
newly produced movie based on 
P r o f e s s o r  C h i n u a  A c h e b e ' s  
"Things Fall Apart" and "No 
Longer At Ease" Apart from the 
Black Student Union, I also see 
Utimme Umana/La Voz Occulta 
as another means through which 
this gap could bridge And they 
could do this by publishing 
articles and events that tend to 
p r o v i d e  b e t t e r  a n d  m o r e  
information about the Africans 
and their life styles to Black 
Americans and this is the area 
where I am personally involved as 
a member of the winning team-
Utimme Umana. 

I also think that the African 
students on campus need to be 
more active. Their presence on 
TSCcampus should not only be 
known but should also be felt and 
seen. However, if and when the 
Africans become active, I would 
also like to see a corresponding 
interest on the part of Black 
Americans to interact. The fact 
that the Africans have done much 
to come close to the Black 
Americans cannot be questioned. 
For instance, the Africans are 
found in the gospel choir on 
campus, Utimme Umana, and the 
Black History Month Committee. 

I believe that only in unity can 
Black people prosper and emerge 
victoriously against evil, but if we, 
the students in the college, 
cannot achieve this unity, are 
those in the streets and in the 
villages going to achieve it? 
Emphatically no! Lets therefore 
work together and bridgethisgap 
for the good of the entire Black 
and human race. After all, all 
Black men in the world no matter 
their nationality are Africans. 



BLACK WOMEN: 
CAREERS 

IN ART 
By Delee Owens 

"If books were destroyed, only 
the images left by artists will be 
here to carry on. Historians would 
have to use art. It helps to define a 
c u l t u r e , "  s a i d  D r .  L e s l i e  
Hammond, Dean of Graduate 
Studies at Maryland Institute 
College of Art. Hammond is one 
of three women who are helping 
Black artists continue to define 
our culture. The other two are Ms. 
Linda Bryant, director of "Just 
Above Midtown Gallery" in New 
York City and Ms. June Kelly, 
director of "J.F. Fine Arts". These 
three women held workshop on 
Black Women in Art which was 
sponsored by College Union 
Board's Women's Programming. 
JuneKelly isagraduate of N.Y.U. 

For seven years she has been in 
the corporate world putting 
together art shows and portfolios 
for professional and beginning 
artists. She formed "J.K. Fine 
Arts" which represents four 
emerging artists and the great 
Romare Bearden. In her field of 
work she feels that it is necessary 
to believe in her artists and their 
work. She spends the majority of 
her time promoting her artists. 
Said Kelly, "No matter where I 
am, I am always promoting my 
artists in some way. Ninety 
percent of my time isspentwining 
a n d  d i n i n g  p e o p l e  w h i l e  
c o n v i n c i n g  t h e m  o f  t h e  
importance of my artists." 

Kelly must also find prospect 
collectors, and buyers of art. It's 
important for her to get to know 
her artists, write press releases 
and handle television coverage. 
She is now branching out into 
magazine publishing to give her 
artists more exposure. 

In addition to being Dean of 
Graduate Studies at Maryland 
Institute, Hammond is also 
professor of art history. In her line 
of work she has to find students 
who have total committment to 
art and recruit them for the 
college. This is very important 
because there is a number of 
Blacks entering the arts. There 
must always be someone to tell 
our story visually. She feels that 
"the business of art is business of 
finding truth; however you define 
truth". 

Linda Bryant, director of "Just 
A b o v e  M i d t o w n  G a l l e r y "  
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  S p e l l m a n  
College in Atlanta Georgia. She 
began her career as a visual artist. 
She later received a masters in Art 
History and Criticism and began 
an internship with the Metroplitan 
Museum of Art in New York. 
There she saw an exclusion of 
n o n - w h i t e  c u l t u r e s .  A f t e r  
threatening to burn the place 
down, she found her position 
elevating. She later resigned from 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and formed her own qallerv in 
1974. 

Bryant feels that it is a "double 
edge handicap being Black and 
female in the art world". Black 
women began in the art world 
without counselors or guides. 
"Black art is not seen as 
marketable or as a collectors 
item". Most Black artists support 
themselves by teaching. 

A feeling of paranoia exists 
because of such a limited market. 
She hopes that our Black History 
M o n t h  s l o g a n ,  " F o r w a r d  
Together, Backward Never" is 
adopted in the world of Black 
artists. Since we are the ninth 
largest consumer market in the 
world and can spend twenty-one 
million dollars in Louisiana 
Hotsause, we can support our 
artists by buying their art. We 
have the potential to make a great 
impact in the art market. 

The careers that make up the 
multi-million art markets are: 
Creator/Artist, Intermediator and 
Marketer of art, Community profit 
or non-profit programs(which 
helps artists develop profession-
all Dealer, Collector, Critic, 
Historian/Curator, and Pub
lisher. 

These women are working to 
keep our culture alive in the years 
to come. Because of them there 
will always be Tanners, Lewises, 
Whites, Savages, and Lawrences 
for our children, grandchildren, 
a n d  g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n  t o  
experience. 



After the meal the candle is 
blown out. Each night before 
eating, another candle is lit; and 
the principle it represents is 
discussed. 

The center candle(which is 
black) is left for the last principle, 
faith. An ear of corn represents 
the offspring of the stalk(the 
parents). It symbolizes the 
childrerf-s potential, once they 
become adults, to produce their 
offspring, a continual process 
that insures the development of 
the nation. 

To illustrate this, there are as 
many ears of corn as there are 
children in the house. Even in 
households without children, 
there is one ear of corn to 
represent the potential of 
procreation. Also placed on the 
straw mat are assorted nuts, 

"Little Sister"' 

Little Sister, 
I do not want to hear, 
What you have to say, 
If it is not going to, 
Brighten up my day, 
If it is not going to, 

Send a ray of sunshine my way, 
If it is not something good, 

If it is to say that you are 
misunderstood. 

You see, I have had enough of 
that. 

If you have a problem, 
Maybe I can help you to solve it. 
If you feel dowrV 

Maybe I can help you to feel up. 
If you are unsure about your 

tomorrows, 
Naybe I can help you to ensure 

yourself. 
If you think you are at the end, 
Of your rope, 
Maybe I can give you some 

hope. 
You are right, I cannot do 

everything, 
But I can do something. 
I can help you when you, 
Start to complain. 
By reminding you of the fact 

that, 

fruits, and gifts. Gifts are 
especially for the children, who 
are rewarded for how well they 
h a v e  l i v e d  u p  t o  t h e i r  
commitments, good acts, and 
good thoughts. For the most part 
they are the original creation. 
Wrapped and placed in a creative 
way on a straw mat, gifts are 
opened on the last day of Kwanza, 
January 1st. A large meal is 
prepared. Everyone enjoys eating 
a 'delicious dish he or she has not 
had before, listening to a story 
with an unusual plot, or 
discovering new and enlighten
ing things about one another. 

The candleholder, placed in the 
middle of the straw mat, 
symbolizes the original stalk, 
from which man came into being. 
For traditionally it said that the 
first born was like a stalk of corn, 
which continues to regenerate. 
Seven candles-red,black, and 
green are used, each one stands 
_for one of the seven principles. 
During the week of Kwanza, you 

should try to "fast" between the 
hours of sun-up to sun-down or 
eat as little as possible. The 
purpose is to cleanse one's body 
and mind which leads to agreater 
awareness. Fasting is a very 
serious matter and requires a 
great deal of understanding. 

Mental preparation is required 
for fasting, and to break the fast, 
before eating a meal you must eat 
foods easy to digest. 

There will always be rain. 
Life has its' ups and downs, 

It is indeed a rough road. 
Nobody ever said that it was, 
Going to be easy. 

But, it does not have to be extra 
hard. 

By facing reality, 
You have made a very good 

start. 
So remember this, Pookie, 
The next time you start to 

complain, 
It will someday help you, 
To find shelter from the rain. 

Always keep an extra jar of 
happiness on your shelf, 

This is to help you to benefit 
yourself. 

You do not have to worry, 
About doing this all alone, 
I am always around, 
I will never be gone. 
You can come to me, whenever 

you feel, 
That you just cannot make it, 
Up life's rugged hill. 
On me you can depend. 
I will be whatever or whoever 

you, 
Want me to be, Sarah Cherry 
Until the very end. 



POLITICAL CORNER: 
A Word To The Wise Is Sufficient 

Dear Brothers & Sisters: 
This is my report on some of the 

issues that have confronted the 
SGA and are of immediate 
concern to you. 

This week,Steve Holmes and I 
will be soliciting your opinion on 
the recreational facility the 
Athletic Dept. plans to build. 
Please respond!!! It may mean a 
50 cents per credit increase in 
your tuition for the next 10 years. 

I've got the 'heat' with SGA 
because they didn't feel it was 
necessary to ask how the student 
body felt about spending their 
money. They even declined to 
inform the student body before it 
voted its approval. 

Why the flap? Because we 
already are faced with a state 
imposed tuition increase of a still 
u n d e t e r m i n e d  a m o u n t .  A n  
additional 50 cents per credit is 
sdomething to reconsider. Now 
may be your only chance to 
express your opinions before the 
consent to build it is given. You 
had better open your mouths 
now—pro or con. It is your money 
we're talking about. 

Details about the proposed 
building and the ways it can be 
paid for will be posted around the 
student center. Steve Holmes and 
I will be passing out question
naires during the week. If you 
don't see us,take the extra step! 
Go upstairs to the SGA office and 
leave a memo, write a letter,or just 
say something to somebody-
make your voice heard! This is 
one of those rare chances you 
have to say where your bucks go. 
That brings us to the course 
survey that we mailed to all 
students. It cost you $12,000 of 
your student activity fees. Don't 
waste it. Send them back. SGA 
has even paid for the postage 
stamps. This survey is run by 
s t u d e n t s , n o t  t h e  v a r i o u s  
departments,so you can be sure 
we are going to "tell it like it is". 
However,if not enough people 
send them back.it won't accurate 
or worth the expense and effort.If 

Photography by Richard Wright 

you care about your education, 
don't neglect the course survey. 

Richard Wright,myself,and a 
group of concerned students are 
still seeking the expansion of 
minority related courses at TSC. 
We feel that the education and 
h i s t o r y  m a j o r s  s h o u l d  b e  
a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  t o  
understand and teach minority 
children. This concerned group 
of students are seeking s meeting 
with the department heads to see 
if some of our proposals can be 
acted upon. (Descriptions of our 
proposals will be posted or 
possibly printed in both the 
Utimme Umana and Signal.) 
The SFB has approved a $16,000 

purchase of lighting,projection, 
and stereo equipment to be used 
by student groups for no fee. This 
equipment is for you to use. The 
procedure to borrow it hasn't 
been worked out because the 
equipment hasn't been pur
c h a s e d  y e t .  I t  i s  c o m i n g  
however,and student groups are 
welcome to it. See any SFB board 
member for further details. 
I must stress the point until you 

are tired of hearing it. Get 
involved! Many of the policies at 
T S C  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  y o u r  
influence. The system will "dog" 
you if you don't exercise that 
influence. I know you have things 

to do,but one of them is to make 
your voices heard and your 
presence felt. Use five of those 
minutes you waste on the pin-ball 
machines and pool tables to make 
sure the people upstairs know 
which way the wind is blowing. 

"We haven't got anything better 
to do with our lives than to 
struggle for liberation." Ron 
Karenga 

Welcome back.y'all. It's good to 
see you again. Believe it or not,I 
missed you. 

Love, 
Algernon Ward 
P.S. Remember: If you try to "hit it 
and quit it," or "leave the problem 
here," It's just going tofollowyou 
home. 



Egypt and Sadat: A short history 

Egypt: a land of pharoahs, wars, 
famine, and uncertainty. A place 
where the setting sun draws sighs 
of content for another day 
joyously passed. A place where 
doubt and vagueness hover, but 
never settle, for all is in the hands 
of fate. A place of divided 
loyalties, but also a reservoir of 
unification where all men strive 
towards the common goal of 
peace. The precious "gift of the 
Nile", The Arab Republic of 
Egypt. 

Often called the "cradle of 
civilization", Egypt is over sixty 
centuries old. Fascinated by its 
ideal climate and agricultural 
possibilities, she has been 
constantly usurped by other 
countries and regimes, anxious to 
control its possible wealth and 
power. Ruled at first by famed 
imperialistic powers, she was 
then under the control of the 
Greek and Roman worlds. In the 
seventh century, she was 
controlled by the Arabs who 
converted her into an Islamic 
nation. A British protectorate in 
the first world war, she acquirer1 

British rule until 1952, when 
Lieutenant Colonel Gamal Abdel 
Nassar became the Egyptian 
president. Finally, Egypt had 
gained independence, after years 
of subjected rule. In October of 
1970, Nassar died, instituted as 
president was Anwar el-Sadat, a 
fellow fighter of the British. 
Throughout the history, most of 

the Egyptian population has lived 
along the banks of the Nile which 
is the foundation of the country, 
as it supplies it with fertile land 
and waterfor irrigation. As rich in 
nutrients as it may be, the land is 
yet unable to supply enough food 
for the Egyptian populace, the 
fastest growing population in the 
world. Asa result of this, there is a 
great deal of famine which the 
Egyptians find hard to displace. 
Yet, they feel there could be an 
answer to this and other 
economic problems in industry 
and an improved agricltural 
system, which would supply 
better tools and a greater yield in 
crops. 

By Mary Jackson 

The Egyptians are an Islamic 
people and believe that whatever 
happens in their society is 
preordained by fate. They 
question not what is sent to them, 
but work with what they have to 
improve their lives. This too was 
the belief of Anwar el-Sadat who 
worked toward peace and an 
improved economic system. 
Born December 25,1918, Anwar 

el-Sadat was, in essence, a savior 
for Egypt. Raised in a poorvillage, 
he saw first hand the famine, the 
unfair distribution of land the 
unjustness of the British and 
other political powers and the 
possible but, as of yet untapped 
strength of Egypt. With these 
insights, Sadat set out to change 
h i s  n a t i o n  f r o m  o n e  o f  
underdevelopment to one of 
power and strength 

Anwar el-Sadat - what was he? 
To say what was Sadat is to 
somehow finalize the Egyptian 
people. He was of and for his 
people. One of eleven children, 
Sadat epitomizes the role of self-
d e t e r m i n i s m  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  
E d u c a t e d  i n  I s l a m i c  a n d  
secondary schoold Sadat was not 
as well educated as many world 
leaders were. Yet, this had no 
effect on his career. He in fact felt 
superior to many of the so called 
educated men, for although they 
were verse in life. It is perhaps this 
fact, above all others, that made 
him what he was. 

After school, Sadat's ambition 
was to join the army and "chase 
out the British rulers", which he 
did. His goals were to modernize 
his country and make it safe 
economically and politically. He, 
Nassar(the former president) and 
twelve others formed the Free 
Officers of Egypt. They upseated 
King Forouk I and later Naguib as 
president, and instituted Gamal 
Abdel Nassar who resigned until 
his death. Sadat became the 
president, instituting world peace 
with the Camp David Summit 
Conference and improving his 
c o u n t r y  e c o n o m i c a l l y  w i t h  
i m p r o v e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  
industry. 

Egypt, the land of yesterday. A 
place of constant change, where 
life is itself uncertain. The land of 
the Nile, the cornerstone of 
civilization, the epitome of 
free will. 

Sadat beside the pyramids at Giza in 1977 



Editorial 
Lectures, poetry readings, concerts, workshops, quizzes, flag-raising ceremonies. 
These are just a few of the many activities going on during the month of 
February. Black History Month. To those who don't feel a part of it, and to 
those who should, the question may arise-what does it all mean? We have 
observed many who have taken a ho-hum attitude to all of the goings-on. We 
therefore solicited writings from several students to get a general idea of what 
others feel during "our" month. Those, along with a few other comments will be 
found on the following pages. 

Black History Month. We could fill several volumes outlining the reasons there 
should be such an occasion. Almost all of them would foster harsh feelings when 
thinking of our past. After all, no one ever asks why any other ethnic group 
should celebrate their past. The unique ingredient in the fervor to have a month 
to bring attention to our history is fact that it has been denied to us—and 
has remained an American institution. Absent the foregoing reality Black 
History Month would probably be no more than , perhaps, a celebration of our 
cultural heritage, without the necessity of reminding us of our accomplishments. 
If you have been reading about yourself just as casually as reading how 
"Columbus discovered America," all of your lives, you would not need to be 
reminding yourself of your accomplishments during a special month of the year. 

Unfortunately, we have not had the opportunity to grow up on the achievements 
of our forefathers, other than what was told to us by our parents, who also were 
kept in the dark. We must be careful though. The more we find out the truth 
about our past, the more we become cynical of all else that is given to us by those 
who have kept us in the dark. Some may feel disheartened to find that they have 
been actually ripped off of their heritage. Yes, be careful. Knowledge of self can 
become a dangerous thing. At least that's what we are also told. 

In almost all of the responses we received on Black History Month, the writer 
subscribed to the position that it should be an all-year concern. We of course 
share that feeling. We are reminded by Lerone Bennett's words during last 
year's lecture series that, "We must be careful to not get caught up in celebrating 
Black history for only one month, and then go back to studying white history the 
other 11 months of the year. We would be failing our children if we allow this to 
happen. It would be negligent, at the least, to allow them to grow up as ignorant 
of themselves as we were. Knowledge is strength. 

As an information disseminating organization here on campus, we have 
committed ourselves to upholding and carrying out the legacy that Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson left for us. Of course we will need your support in carrying1 out our 
goals. A friend of ours recently offered us a proverb: It is better to build strong 
children than to mend broken men and women. It is our hope that none of us 
become one of the latter. Black history is not only the past, it is what is 
happening to all of us this very moment. 

February 24, 1982 



KWANZA 

What Does 

It Mean ? 

From December 26, 1979, until 
January 1, 1980, the African-
American people of this nation 
will celebrate a holiday known as 
Kwanza. Kwanza is a Swahili 
word that means , the first. 
Although this holiday is 
celebrated throughout the USA, it 
is based upon the concepts of a 
traditional African Harvest 
Celebration. At the end of each 
year, we gather our "harvest" and 
we pledge to make greater gains 
during the coming year. 

This holiday was adopted and 
designed for the African people of 
this nation by Maulana Ron 
Karenga in 1969. During the 
1960's we were seeking cultural 
rejuvenation in order to deslave 
this racist society in which we 
live. 

Since that time many black 
people have begun to recognize 
and take pride in their African 
ancestry and culture. It is 
necessary to note that the word 
"black" is just an adjective 
whereas the capitalized word 
"African" identifies us with a 
body of land and stands for more 
than a color. 

Kwanza is a wonderful time for 
us to think about our African 
heritage, to eat African food, to 
tell our songs, to wave our 
flag(red, black, and green), to 
speak Swahili and to dance the 
traditional dances of Mother 
Africa. During the seven days of 
Kwanza, we will light red, black, 
and green candles and pledge the 
Nguzo Saba(Seven Principals). 
Each day of this week-long 
festival represents one of the 
Seven Princpals, which are as 

Jollnwft-

Umoia(Unitv) 
KujfchaguliafSelf-Determina-
tion)) 
Ujima(Collective Work and 
Responsiblity) 
U j a m a a ( C o o p e r a t i v e  
Economics) 
Nia(Purpose) 
Kuumba(Creativity) 
Imani(Faith) 

On the last day of Kwanza, which 
is the first day of January we have 
a Karamu(Swahili for a feast). 
During this feast we shall eat 
various African dishes, tropical 
fruit, nuts and vegetables. Also on 
the last day of Kwanza our 
children are given "Zawadi" 
(Swahili for gifts). We don't just 
give our children toys but we 
reward ourchildren fortheirgood 
behavior, efforts and school 
grades with gifts of a Black 
cultural and educational nature. 
This is a national holiday for the 
Afican-American people. As we 
light each candle, we may think of 
our beautiful Black children and 
the cultural nation that we are 
building for them. As we light 
each candle we may think of all 
the great African men such as 
Steven Biko, Malcolm X, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., W.E.B. 
Dubois, Marcus Garvey. Richard 
Allen, and others that have given 
their lives for freedom and 
dignity. 

There are going to be Kwanza 
celebrations_ in various homes, 
schools, community centers, 
and churches throughout this 
state and nation. It is my hope that 
everyone of African descent will 
celebrate this holiday. May we the 
African-American people gain a 
greater harvest during the 
coming year. Kwanza greeting to 
all of my brothers and sisters. 
Sikukuu ya Taifa!(Swahili: A 
Great Day For Our Nation!!). 
A week before Kwanza, decorate 

your home in the colors red, 
black, and green. Red represents 
the black struggle and the blood 
of black ancestors; Black, the 
Black race; and Green, youth, 
renewed life and land. Place red, 
black, and green candles in your 
windows along with ANKS which 
represents life and man. 

There are several symbols of 
Kwanza; Mkeka(straw mat), 
Kinara(candleholder), mshumma 
(candles), muhindi(ear of corn), 
and zawadi(gifts). 

The symbols are set on a low 
table of tropical fruits and 
vegetables. Decorations in the 
color scheme of red, black, and 
green are left up to the person's 
creativity. All symbols are a 
placed on a straw mat, which 
represents the foundation on 
which everything else rests. 



This issue is dedicated to the 
memory of the life and work of 
Bob Marley. We miss him 
immensely! 

"Dis [body] is de house where de spirit 
l ive.. .an' anyhow de spirit gone 

an' leave de house. De house crumble. 
De spirit was never yours anyhow. 

De spirit was always free. God 
do man a favor by giving him life." 

-BOB MARLEY 
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Give us the teachings of His 
Majesty for we no want no Devil 
philosophy" 

Bob Marley 
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WARRIOR 

The Death of a Thirty-six Year 
Old Man 

Gat ld Un 
yet Un for  Ya ? 

In the interstices of his brain 
the music plays: 

for Bob Marley 

lis children are in Jamaican hills 
-lis children are in New York 
.iving in London, Paris,Istanbul 

High on a cobblestone street in 
lorida . 
behind a steel and stone fence 

these bark colored/nut 
>lack/hershey ...,ron 

bar/nectarine-skinned children 
are orphans on the clock 
of death. 

Reggae plays in the foyer 
Young Haile Selassie hangs 

in an all-but-forgotten corner 
Upstairs a man struggles to live 

shorn of twenty years of hair 
shorn of fame and frenzy. 

"GET UP. STAND UP. STAND 
UP FOR YOUR RIGHTS." 

and the cancer cells 
complaint with the clock 
run hungry in the dreadroots. 

In a matter of moments 
public moments/Madison 

Sauare Garden 
Moments/moments between 

nurses/co|ogists/wives/children/ 

rolling/ x . 
stone/reporters/ 
the clock has become an 

orphanage. Judy Juanita 



Dr. Charles King 
Captures Crowd At 
JSC 

By Leroy Thomas 

"The real threat to this nation is 
not red commmunism, it is white 
racism!" These words spoken by 
Dr. Charles King on Monday 
evening, October 19th, in the 
Student Center Multi-Purpose 
Room summed up the message of 
his lecture, "The 80's — A Black 
Crisis." 

King, founder and president of 
the Urban Crisis Center in 
Atlanta, a former member of the 
President's Commission on Civil 
Disorders and coordinator of 
racism workshops throughout 
the country, was given a rousing 
response by the standing room 
only crowd. 

"I used to be humorous in my 
speeches, but I have lost my 
humor when dealing with 
whites," King began. Yet, 
throughout his lecture King 
elicited several chuckles from the 
audience with comments such as, 
"If you stab a man 4 inches deep 
with a knife, and pull it out 2 
inches, do you call it progress?" 
when speaking of how blacksand 
whites have the illusion we have 
made progress. Speaking of what 
he termed "143 white questions I 
have categorized," King removed 
some of the uneasiness he 
brought to the audience. "I know 
them all...I see no color...but 
hasn't there been progress?...and 
so on." 

Dr. Charles King 

King spoke of our system that 
forces black men away from 
home and leaves the families on 
welfare. He asked the audience 
w h o  p u t s  d r u g s  i n  o u r  
communities, and then protects 
those who sell them. These 
q u e s t i o n s ,  h a v i n g  o b v i o u s  
answers, captivated as well as 
intimidated the mixed audience. 
Not in recent memory has there 
been a lecturer at Trenton State 
who mastered his audience as 
King did. 

King is presently working on a 
second book: 'In Pursuit of White 
Racism.' His first, 'Fire In My 
Bones,' is scheduled to be 
released in January, 1982. The 
following day King held a racism 
workshop for Trenton State 
faculty and staff. 



TSC RECOGNIZES 
HISPANIC NEEDS 

By Maryellen Larry 

Within the last decade, the 
Spanish-speaking population in 
the U.S. has become the largest 
minority. Subsequently, specific 
educational needs have arisen in 
many schools within our state. 

Trenton State College is one of 
the first colleges to acknowledge 
these needs in New Jersey. In an 
effort to provide these special 
services to HispanicStudents, the 
office of Hispanic Affairs(located 
in the HUB) was created. The 
office's purpose, according to 
T.S.C.'s college handbook, is to 
help identify the academic, 
social, and emotional needs of 
the Hispanic students of T.S.C., 
to implement and develop 
programs relevent to them, and 
encourage their participation in 
college life. 
Jose Valentin, Academic Advisor 

for Hispanic Affairs at T.S.C., 
feels his office fulfills many of 
these special needs. "If a 
Hispanic student has an 
academic or personal problem, 
he or she might feel more 
comfortable speaking to another 
Hispanic about it", he said he has 
observed. "I hope to provide just 
such an opportunity for them. 
The Hispanic Affairs Office also 

works in conjuntion with Project 
C.H.A.N.C.E. and the Admissions 
Office, demonstrating special 
effforts in the recruitment of 
Spanish-speaking students to the 
college's E.O.F. program or for 
general admission. Throughout 
the school year, Mr. Valentin acts 
as T.S.C.'s representative, 
visiting various high schools 
throughout New Jersey holding 
massed sessions forall interested 
s t u d e n t s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  
sessions are open to any student 
interested in T.S.C., they are held 
primarily for those who could be 
considered for the E.O.F.or 
C.H.A.N.C.E. programs. 

This office also serves as a 
liaison between the Hispanic 
community and T.S.C., adminis
tering the Spanish S.A.T. three 
times a year. This can be very 
helpful to those high school 
seniors who are more proficient 
in the Spanish language, offering 
the gradually increasing minority 
enrollment the opportunity to 
further their education. As of yet, 
there are no programs, cultural or 
other, that would incorporate 
T.S.C. and the surrounding 
Hispanic community. However, 
the possible benefits of such 
programs, and the duties to the 
local Hispanic community(esp. in 
Trenton), have been recognized, 
and according to Mr. Valentin, 
"They should be looked into and 
worked on". 

Spanish-speaking students at 
T.S.C. are offered the challenge 
of becoming actively involved on 
campus and within the campus 
community either on their own or 
through the various organiza
tions created exclusively for 
Hispanic students. As the advisor 
for some of these organizations, 
Mr. Valentin expresses concern 
that the college community be 
brought into these activities, 
stating, "We want to incorporate 
the rest of the college in Hispanic 
awareness and more participa
tion from the college community 
would be appreciated". He admits 
there is a need for Hispanic 
students to work together for 
programs and is very optimistic 
about some ideas that have been 
brought to his attention. 

Mr. Valentin also explained that 
the Hispanic students, saying he 
is available to any student that 
expresses an interest in the office, 
or wishes any information on 
Latin America orHispanicculture 
in general. 



Black History Month (Feb.) is 
over, but thoughts of Black 
history should live with us each 
and every day. There can be no 
greater tribute,to a group of 
people,to be recognized(when 
not slighted nationally) for 
accomplishing great deeds in our 
country's history. So I urgeyou to 
continue to seek out the Black 
History that is so dear to us. So 
that our children,as well as us can 
learn and prosper from their great 
deeds. 

In talking with some of the 
students at Trenton State 
College,I have gained a great deal 
of positive input that will be dealt 
with in future issues,concerning 
Black History. 

Another thought that comes to 
mind is,BLACK FUTURE. Thie 
future of ouryouth is more critical 
now,than ever before. The time 
has come for Black people to 
recognize themselves as valuable 
assets to their communities,and 
function as such. We must learn 
to use our resources,including 
the power of the vote,to get our 
point(s) across. Despite the fact 
that injustice has been placed on 
the Black population,we must not 
use it as a method of excusal for 
lack of initiative and motivation, 
for surely this will lead to self 
destruction. Instead we must 
blame ourselves forthe economic 
turmoil that plagues our daily 
lives,for then and only then can 
we as people united together 
m a k e  c o n s t r u t i v e  c h a n g e s  
conducive to better working and 
social environment for Blacks in 
these United States. 

Robert Dameon Sawyer 
Editor-in-Chief 
Feb.1983 



The A BCsof Hack Hide 

...is for Africa, which is home to me 

...is for Black, which is beautiful to see 

...is for community, where Black people share 

...is for dashiki, which Black people wear 

...is for Earth—we are everywhere 

...is for family whom we love and care 

...is for ghetto, where often we live 

...is for home, our shelter to give 

...is for identity-I'm Black and I'm proud 

...is for journey, which we have made unbowed 

...is for kinsman-our sisters and brothers 

...is for love—Blacks should love each other 

...is for manhood, so proud and so strong 

...is for natural, the way we belong 

...is for organize, to build a Black nation 

...is for people who fight for liberation 

...is for quickness, which we must not lack 

...is for ready, to mount and attack 

...is for soul, which we must not sell 

...is for time which we must use well 

...is for united-4n battles we must fight 

...is for victory by Black people's might 

...is for woman, whose respect we must earn 

...is for unknown, those things we must learn 

...is for you. You must fight, then win. 

...is for zero, where all things begin. 

author unknown 

February 24, 1982 



A SOLEMN TRIBUTE 

?*f 

By Leroy Thomas 

On Wednesday evening, March 11, 1981, over one 
hundred people participated in a solemn march 
around the campus, in a tribute to the slain children 
in Atlanta. Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, in conjunction 
willi the campus ministry, sponsored the march. 
A1 though the weather was quite cold after an early 
allernoon rain, the crowd showed much enthusiasm. 
The march ended at the Chapel, where songs were 
sung and prayers were offered. Afterwards, a 
collection was taken by members of Zeta Phi Beta, 
lor money to be sent to a special fund set up to assist 
the investigation into the killings. 

Photos by Leroy Thomas 



Creative Expressions 

The emphasis is 
to go to class, 
finish on top, not last. 
Do the best you can. 
If you need help, ask a friend. 

Let's come together, 
not stray apart. 
We can have unity 
but it must come from the heart. 

Keep the faith when in doubt, 
coming together, that's what the 
future is about. 

We know how hard it can be, 
but it can be much easier with 
love plus unity. 
The emphasis is 
to stay straight. 
Complete this journey 
To Graduate 
To Graduate 
the emphasis is 
to Graduate 

David C. Glover 

Once 
is the only 
yet 
not the last 
leaving for future 
reference 
the possibility 

Twice 

C.W.B. 

Coming Unto Truth 

day by day 

my experiences 

cause me 

to expand on the factors 

of it all 

but all'n all 

there is but one way 

to float through 

the barrier 

through the restraining forces. 

to be free... 

must follow... 

must hold on 
delee Owens 

I have been waiting so long 
for that freedom bell to ring 
Thought in the 1860's I would hear it sing 
and in the 1960's there would be a big clang 
but still no clang 
maybe by the 2060's it would ring loud 
and clear „ , , , , 
but by then who the hell would be here 

Red Clayton 



LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 
Lift every voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring, _ 
Ring with the harmonies of liberty; ffi J J 
Let our rejoicing rise tjC T r* 
High as the listening skies, I 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun S 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

Stony the road we trod, lll/y 
Bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; ^ 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, 
Till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our star is cast. 

God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by Thy might 
Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 
Lest, our hearts drunk with wine of the world, we forget Thee; 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand. 
May we forever stand. 
True to our God, 
True to our native land. 

-James Weldon Johnson 



oh Africa 

oh Mother Africa 

i 've left your arms and 

feel the coldness of the snow, of the ground 

i c a n  n o  l o n g e r  s e e  

the sheen of blonde blinds me 

i am growing 

but still  in my heart 

is the warmth of your sun 

oh Africa 



w 
She does not know 
Her beauty, 

I She thinks her own brown body 
_ / Has no glory. 

If she could dance 
Naked, 
Under palm trees 
And see the image in the river 
She would know. 

But there are no palm trees 
On the street, 

dish water gives back no images. 



THE MIXING BOWL 
By Maryann Smith 

Do you ever have cravings for 
certain foods but you're too lazy *.• 
tospend the time tofix something • 
tasty? Perhaps you don't have the . 
money to make something • 
special? Well, "The Mixing Bowl" ' . 
is aiming to help those who enjoy 
cooking but can't really put in • ! 
much time in the kitchen. Here . , -
aresomerecipesforquicksnacks-- '• 
that everyone is bound to enjoy. • •• 
Try'emll! •' . 

.  •  •  • * * • • •  
,.: v. Last of the Coals Fruit Jubilee; 

2 tsp. grated orange peel . 
3-4 oranges 
16oz. can (11/2 cups) pear halves .• 
drained (reserve 1/2 cup syrup • 
21 oz. can (2 cups) cherry fruit 
filling 
1/3 cup sugar ' - v* 
2Tbsp. margarine or butter • „ *.** 
2-3Tbsp. brandy, if desired *; 

Before Grilling: Cut oranges into 
bite-size pieces; cut pears into" # . 
slices. In large skillet, combine 
orange peel, oranges pears, and 
fruit filling. Carefully stir in 1/2 
cup reserved pear syrup qnd 
sugar. Top with margarine. 
On the Grill: Place on grill 8-10 

inches from coals. War, stirring 
occasionally. If desired, just 
before serving, add brandy and 
flame. Serve spooned over cake 
or ice cream. Makes 8-10 

Chickqn Salad 

servings., • 

•4i 

. j cups cooked chicken, cubed 
'2 stalks celery, chopped 

• 1/4 tsp. salt 
. 1/2 cup mayonnaise or salad 
, dressing 
. 1 Tbsp. lemon juice 

'• In medium bowl, combine all 
' ingredients; mix will. Cover ancj 

chill. Serve plain or use to fill 
• ' q r e e n  p e p p e r s ,  a v o c a d o ,  

p i n e a p p l e ,  h o l l o w e d  o u t  
• tomatoes or lettuce cups. Makes 4 

.• servings. /.• • * 
• - • ~ • . • •• _ 

Lazy summer Sponge Cake 

1 cup milk, scalded 
1/4 cup margarine or butter 
1 3/4 cup sugar 
1 tsp vanilla 
4 eggs 
1 3/4 cups all purpose flour 
3 tsp. baking powder 
3/4 tsp. salt 
TOPPING: 

2/3 cup firm packed brown sugar 
1/2 cup light cream or evaporated 
milk 
1 cup coconut 
1/2 cup chopped nuts 
Heat oven to 350F. Grease (not 

oil) 13x9-inch pan. In small 
saucepan, heat milk to scalding. 
Add margarine to hot milk. Set 
aside. In large bowl, blend sugar, 
vanilla, and egges. Beat 2 minutes 
at high speed until thick and 
lemon-colored. Add remaining 
ingredients. Beat 1 minute at low 
speed. Add milk mixtyre; beat 1 
minute more at low speed. Pour 
batter into prepared pan. Bake at 
350F for 30-35 minutes. Cool| 
slightly. In medium saucepan,, 
c 2mbine brown sugar a 1d cream. 
Heat to boiling; cook over' 
medium heat for 3 minutes. Stir in 
c o c o n u t  a n d  n u t s .  S p r e a d  
topping over cake. 

A 



WRTI 
90.1 fm 

SAT. 
9 - 1 2 a  

listen to the 
Inspirational 

Sounds of 
Reggae Music 

W T S R  
91. 3 
SAT. 
6 - 8 p m  

I 
RIVES! 

r' 





R.S.V.P. 
The UTIMME UMANA FAMILY cordially invites you to: 

Become a part of the force that keeps us all informed. 

You will gain invaluable experience in layout, 

photography, production and design. 

We can be an outlet for your expressions in poetry, 

art and literary talents. 

If you enjoy meeting people, would like first hand 
knowledge in what's affecting you as a student, or 

just as a future leader, here is your chance. 

Gbme out of your shell and realize your full potential! 

Stop in and see us in rooms 7 or 8, 

Student Gsnter basement. 

Or call 771 - 2736 

Become a part of a winning team!! 


