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S t u d e n t Activism: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
"Africans Came Before Columbus" — Ivan Sertima
Ali Mazrui Headlines TSC Black History Month

Black Sororities And Fraternities:
A Lesson In Obsolescence
Undoubtedly, this article will
anger a few people and may cost me
a few friends but there comes a time
when the truth must be spoken...
For too long, we as Black peoples
have been pointing the finger at the
white world and blaming all of our
troubles on the system.
We
oftentimes refrained from looking in
our own midst for those elements
which were antithetical to our
advancement as a race.
At the turn of the century,
isolated, lonely, alienated Black stu
dents on white campuses decided to
form fraternities to help ease the
pain of their aloneness and separa
tion. These groups were formed and
provided vehicles of social, intellec
tual and spiritual change for those
Black students who were excluded
from white organizations on their
respective campuses. A need existed
for the Black student to provide some
means of alleviating the pain of
aloneness and racism.
They filled
this need by forming Black fraterni
ties and later, Black sororities. They
were positive, goal-oriented groups
that served a definite purpose and
filled a glaring need. Their goals and
aspirations were admirable.
They
produced leaders in the Black
community and added a whole new
impetus to the quest for Black
identification.
Since then, however, things have
changed. No longer do we have the
white fraternities and sororities act
ing as the purveyor of injustice to
the Black student in terms of
fraternities and sororities. That role
has been usurped by Blacks. Blacks
who have forgotten or never knew
the underlying reasons for the frat's
inception in the first place.

dents on this campus, seeking guid
ance and leadership? What does it
matter that apathy and indifference
pervade every aspect of campus life?
What does it matter that minority
students are let in the front door and
failed out faster than we can blink an
eye?
What does it matter where
student government is heading???
From all outward appearances, it
does not matter to Black fraternal
organizations on this campusfand
around the world). It is with these
thoughts in mind that I contend that
Black fraternal organizations have
outlived their usefulness. They are
no longer a part of the solution, but
rather, part of the problem. I see no
activity forthcoming from any frater
nal organization on this campus that
justifies their continued existence.

There is no leadership, no spokesmen,
no communications, no attempt at the
lessening of alienation, no intellectual
enlightenment, no aspiration...
In short, I see a bui.ch of
short-sighted individuals laying claim
to the achievements of their prede
cessors and making none of their
own.
I'm sorry about this reality
because at the turn of the century,
Black fraternities and sororities were
an idea whose time had come; now
they are but a mere shadow of their
former greatness, and unfortunately,
we as Black peoples need far more
than they apparently can offer!
challenge all minority fraternal orgam
izations to prove me wrong. I would
very much like to be wrong in this
case, however, I don't think so!

Trenton State's minority
fraternities and sororities are a good
case in point. Instead of advocating
unity, they foster separation. They
alienate, discriminate, and remain
non-committal.
Competion between
them leaves them no room or time to
tackle the real problems which plague
the minority campus community.
Their main concerns are caberets and
appearances, bigger and better
cabarets and step shows, which seem
to be the only things on their agenda.
What does it matter that there are
several hundred other minority stu
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EDITORIAL

With a new semester comes a
flurry of fresh ideas. Expectations
are high and eyes are open looking to
see what will happen and who will
evoke the action.
We, the family of Utimme Umana,
plan on being in the forefront of the
more positive semester endeavors.
Once again we will assume the roles
of "movers and shakers". Our task is
not an easy one. The path which we
have decided to follow, although
worn is far from easy. We know that
difficulties are ahead. But we at
Utimme Umana are winners because
we take chances. And just like
everyone else, we fear failure but our
fear, does not deter us. We are win
ners because we don't give up, and
we dare.
At the onset of the spring term the
Editorial board was reshuffled. A
dedicated few who are intent on
keeping the "voice" alive and vibrant.
It has been a rewarding experience,
on my part, to work with these deep
individuals. . .for you.
So if you can think and speak, you
have the tools necessary to ar
ticulate your own feelings and ideas.
And what better place than the
pages of your magazine. Hey! You
can't let someone else speak for you,
about you, forever.

PEACE PEOPLE
KRIS TUCKER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WHAT BLACK PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW
about themselves....
the world.

READ THE UTIMME UMANA/LA VOZ OCULTA
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EDITORIAL

Utimme Umana Endorses Jackson for President
vice as president of the sharpest
mind in this years presidential elec
tions. And the same factor makes
the Jackson campaign more than a
political campaign.
As we go to print, Jackson has
either won or finished second in 22
out of 30 state primaries, has the
most popular vote of the Democrats,
tied with Dukakis in leadership of
delegates count, and has achieved
all these with the least money and
organization.
As we see it, the Jackson cam
paign has already won (maybe not
the nomination). The Jackson cam
paign, like the civil rights movement
led by Dr. King, has forced
Americans, Whites, Black and others
to deal with their hipocritical attitude
towards race relations. The Jackson
campaign has therefore, in that
sense, been a mental emancipation
for all Americans, a social and
cultural re-education, and a reshap
ing of the political landscape and the
rules that govern it. Jackson has also
proven that ordinary citizens can run
and win, without spending millions
of dollars. During this year's cam
History has proven that the struggles for civil rights, for worker rights, for a decent paign, and for years after it,
education and a livable income have not taken anything away from anyone, but have Americans can point to at least one
campaign of inclusion, a radical shift
opened up the way for all people to struggle, and sometimes to win.
away from the politics of exclusion,
and divide and rule.
We in Utimme Umana, with hearts
full
of patriotism for America, minds
Utimme Umana Magazine is non
didate.
full of hope for the future, and spirits
partisan with respect to National and
Political experts say jackson is the
inspired towards universal human
local politics in the United States of
only true candidate (apart from
liberty and equality, hereby endorse
America. The staff has therefore con
Gephardt in the farm issue) who is
the Rev. Jesse Jackson for president
sidered all the candidates who are
talking about the issues and taking
of the United States of America in
now involved in both the Democratic
stands on them. He is the only can
1988. The commentary that the
and Republican presidential nomina
didate, other than Vice President
Democratic Party will meet with
tion tussles. Since there can only be
George Bush who has met with and
disaster if a Balck man is on the
one next president, the magazine
talked with Gorbachev of the Soviet
ticket is very sad and racist.
has chosen to endorse one of the
Union. Jackson is also the only can
If not Jackson, who else? If not
presidential candidates.
didate who has addressed with suc
now, when?
Only one candidate has taken a
cess the issues of drugs, teenage
That's the more reason why we
stand regarding the mutual recogni
pregnancy, and quality education for
must urge Jackson to win it all if he
tion by Israel and Palestinians of
urban youth, not to mention jobs for
can, or demand the second position
each others right to a homeland and
disfranchised American workers,
on the ticket if necessary. To do any
to self determination. Only one can
and abandoned farmers. And need
less, with the number of delegates he
didate was able to stand with AIDS
we say that Jackson is the most in
will go to the Atlanta convention
victims during a march in
spirational, most exciting and most
with, may amount to betrayal of a
Washington, D.C. in 1987. Only one
courageous public servant alive to
cause.
candidate has met with the heads of
day?.
So to you Jackson, we say bring us
state of the front line states of
However, Jackson has one han
the 21st century twelve years ahead
Southern Africa in the quest for a
dicap, something we in Utimme
of time. From the slave ships to the
solution to apartheid South Africa.
Umana consider a non-negotiable
court house, to the white house, win
Only one candidate has successfully
blessing —he is an AfricanJesse, win!
negotiated the release of American
American, Black, if you may. This
OKU
citizens held abroad (in Syria and
factor may deny Americans the ser
Cuba). Jesse Jackson is that can

44
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Folk Night-Caribbean Style
By Faith Pennant
•Rhaatid, a Folk nite ahreedi? Do
lawd jus' mek t'ings go alrite and
mek it ova quick. This was one of the
many thoughts running through the
minds of the Caribbean Students'
Association members. As room 202
Student Center quickly filled up with
the familiar and unfamiliar faces of
our soon to be audience. Realization
hit home, yes...it was finally the night
of February 19, and in a few minutes
we would be performing before an
audience comprised of The Trenton
State College Community as well as
the general public.
The whole purpose of Folk Night,
was to have an intercultural ex
change between the members of the
Caribbean Students' Association
(CARIBSA) and the audience. The
event was CARIBSA's major con
tribution to the Black History Month
celebrations at Trenton State Col
lege. Folk Night was dedicated to
the late Maurice Bishop (former
Prime Minister of Grenada, whose
assassination precipitated the inva
sion of Grenada by the United States
Army in 1983). It occurred to me "Do
they know/remember who Maurice
Bishop was?...Hmmm." There was to
be a cultural exchange of dance,
songs, etc...from various Caribbean
Islands.
Commencement of the program
occurred when Criscilla Grant, presi
dent of CARIBSA, welcomed the au
dience in the warm manner
customary of the Islands. The first
performers were Althea Grant, Faith
Pennant, Sharon Spence and Lisa
Thompson. They executed a Reggae
dance entitled "Greetings from Jah
(God)." Following the dance was an
Island Highlight from the Island of
Trinidad and Tobago. Odette Laptiste, a native of Trinidad, modelled a
traditional dress and gave a brief nar
rative of life in her country. Next were
the CARIBSA members singing Folk
Songs of the Islands. Folk songs
originated from the days of Slavery
and are a part of the proud legacy be
queathed to the Caribbean people by
their ancestors. The songs perform
ed were "Fly Away Home to Zion",
"Carry mi ackee go a Linstead
Market" (with no money or food to
feed her children because she could
not sell her wares (ackee)), "Day Oh"
(a song popularized by Harry
Belafonte about workers on a
banana dock who spot the first light
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of day and want to go home) and
"Hossana".
Sandra Ward, The Mistress of
Ceremonies and former president of
CARIBSA, performed next. Miss
Ward, a native of the Island of Tortola, an island in the British Virgin
Islands, represented her country in
the Island Highlight. Sharon Spence
modelled the traditional dress. The
next performance was a sensual
dance done to the Cadance (French
Caribbean music). The dancers were
Althea Grant, Criscilla Grant, Jackie
McClennan, Faith Pennant, Sharon
Spence and Lisa Thompson. Follow
ing the dance were Island Highlights
from Monserrat and Grenada. Tradi
tional dresses were modelled by
Janet Clayton and Althea Grant and
a brief histories of the Islands were
presented.

Sheridan Quarless, Advisor to
CARIBSA and a native of Grenada
gave an update on the Grenadian
Revolution and the Grenada inva
sion. A special presentation of
awards ensued. Miss Quarles was
recognized and acknowledged for
her outstanding work with CARIBSA.
Mrs. Evelyn Warsager was also
recognized for her work in designing
and sewing the colorful and beautiful
dance and Island Highlight
costumes.
The CARIBSA dancers performed
an uptempo Cadance entitled *Zukie
cla se. Through their sensuous
movements the dancers showed
their ability to seem uninhibited and
controlled all at once. The audience
was so captivated by the excitement

and the vitality in the music and the
dance, that they clapped and moved
to the rythym. Immediately following
was another Island Highlight. This
time from the Island of Jamaica. Icah
Benton, a native Jamaican was
presentor and Faith Pennant, also
from Jamaica, modelled the tradi
tional dress. Next was tribute to
Louise Bennett by Faith Pennant.
Miss Bennett is one of Jamaica's
leading comediennes and poet. She
has been described as "the only poet
who has really hit the truth about her
society." Through her poems in the
vernacular, she has raised the pic
turesque dialect (Patois) of the
Jamaican folk to an art level. Two
poems were done entitled *Me Bredda and * Rollin' Calf.
Crisilla Grant presented the final
Island Highlight from the Island of
Haiti. Miss Grant also modelled the
native costume. The program con
cluded to the Reggae sounds called
"Agony." The CARIBSA dancers in
vited the members of the audience
on stage to dance.
The program of the night went by
quickly and there was a successful
exchange of culture. Each member
of the audience went away more
knowledgable about the Caribbean
way of life than when they first arriv
ed. A feeling of pride envelopes me
when faced with the knowledge that I
had been a participant in Folk Night.
As the last person filed out of Room
202, I sighed a sigh of relief and said
to myself *Tank di lawd it done.
"Rhaatid, a Folk nite ahreddi? Do lawd jus'
mek t'ing go alrite and mek it ova quick.
This is a Jamaican phrase, written in Patois
(the native dialect of Jamaica). Translated it
means: Wow, it's already Folk Night? Please
Lord just allow things to go alright and allow
the night to go by quickly.
"Zuke cla se?
A phrase taken from the French Caribbean
dialect of the Island of Martinque. Translated it
means: Do you want money?
"Me Bredda
Jamaican phrase. Translated it means: My
Brother.
•Rollin' Calf
A phrase from the Jamaican dialect.
Translated it means: Rolling Calf. A Rolling
Calf is an evil spirit which appears as a calf
shackled with chains and makes alot of noise
to scare its prey.
"Tank di laud it done
Jamaican expression which means: Thank
God it's over.
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Ivan Van Sertima:"Africans
Came Before Columbus"
by Sandra Ward
Ivan Van Sertima, eminent an
thropologist and egyptologist, lectured
at Trenton State College on Tuesday,
February 16, on the topic of contribu
tions of Africans to early European
history.
His lecture was based on a book he
edited in 1985 titled The African
Presence in Early Europe. Van Sertima
said his lecture was an attempt to give a
different vision on the African because
the role of the African as perceived in
Europe is that of a slave, servant, or
other "lowly role."
He explained "Most of the concentra
tion in history and anthropology reflects
a primitive or semi-primitive African. It
is impossible to get a true sense of a
civilization or an accomplishment or an
achievement of a people by focusing on
their least important aspects."
According to Van Sertima, in 1962 an
American team of archaeologists made a
remarkable discovery in the Sudan.
They found a cemetery replete with 33
tombs including urns and other valuable
fragments. The team studied the
fragments for 16 years in a Chicago
laboratory and concluded that an
African people reigned and built a
Pharaonic civilization 200 years before
the first Egyptian dynasty. Furthermore,
12 black kings reigned earlier than the
first known Egyptian pharaohs.
Van Sertima went on to state quite
emphatically that the Arican people
were responsible for all the major
elements, both political and religious,
that were to become important in the
later dynasties. One of the more
remarkable things the archeologists
found was the beginning of the
hieroglyphics alphabet.
"Everyone thought the hieroglyphics
started in Egypt, but they did not," he
said. He added that this early
hieroglyphics alphabet moved out of
Tarsati, at the edge of the Sudan, and
was imported and refined in Egypt.
Van Sertima also said an efficient
calendar was developed by the early
Africans in Europe. The calendar, he
said, was 365 Vi days long, with a true
leap year occuring every 1,460 years.
The Africans adjusted the calendar by
deducting the 5Vt days. The result was a
360 day calendar with 12 months having
30 days each.
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IVAN VAN SERTIMA
The ancient Greeks modified the
calendar, he said, by putting back the
5Vt days, thus creating a leap year in
every four years, instead of every 1,460.
"We now have months with 28, 29, 30,
and 31 days and we need a ryhme to
remember which is which,"he said.
Studies from Oxford University, the
University of Hawaii, and the University
of California at Berkeley revealed that
the first of man's direct ancestors was
born in Africa. According to Van Ser
tima, that is not new information.
"What is new information," he said,
"is that the six stages of man, the last
stage in the evolution of man, homo sa
piens, has been found in Africa. As a
matter of fact, evidence shows that the
last stage of man moved out of Africa to
Europe and Asia." The studies also
revealed that about 55,000 years ago the
pigmentless, Caucasian type of homo sa
piens emerged from the African race.
Van Sertima said that Africans gave
birth to albino types, whose pigmenta
tion was altered by solar ultraviolet
radiation in the tropics and sub-tropics.
He stated that it was a disadvantage to
have black skin while living in the icy
areas. Black skin is more sensitive to the
cold. He said there was a change in
pigmentation affecting the color of skin,

eyes, and hair and explained that a nar
row nose is more effective in warming
cold air.
"You have contracting features in the
ice and expansive features in the tropical
area," he said. According to Van Ser
tima, studies show that all homo sapiens
can be traced to one black woman who
lived 140,000 years ago.
Van Sertima also conducted extensive
research on the voyages of Columbus to
the New World. When Congress was
considering having a 1992 celebration of
Columbus' 500th anniversary of
discovering the New World, he ap
peared before them in July 1987 to
challange the Columbus myth. As a
result, the chairman of the Congres
sional committee advised the commis
sion that they should refer in the future
to the voyages of Columbus as contacts,
visits and voyages of exploration, but no
longer voyages of discovery.
Van Sertima, who is fluent in
Hungarian and Swahili, is the author of
many books, including Caribbean
Writers and African Presence in Early
Americans.
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Black Alumni Day 1988:
A Historic First Reunion of T.S.C Graduates from
the African Diaspora
By Curt Broadway

Sisters First!
On Saturday February 27, 1988,
over a hundred and fifty Blacks who
graduated from Trenton State Col
lege came back to their alma mater.
The occasion, Black Alumni Day,
was sponsored and hosted by
Utimme Umana magazine as part of
its year-long 20th anniversary
celebrations. It was the first time in
the history of the college that alumni
from the African Diaspora were suc
cessfully reunited on such a grand
scale.
The day started with a reception in
the main lobby of the Brower Student
Center. The Touch of Class, a Tren
ton based band, provided live enter
tainment at the reception. Alumni
got an opportunity to meet friends of
years gone by, some staff and facul
ty members, and some students.
The main event of the evening was
a banquet in honor of Black Alumni.
Mr. Okechukwu Kingsley Ugorji, a
1986 graduate of the college, and
current Technical Advisor of Utimme
Umana magazine welcomed every
one to the banquet. Referring to the
occasion as "a historic reunion of
sisters and brothers who had over
come," Ugorji announced that the
planning committee of Black Alumni
Day received the "enthusiastic sup

U.U. Photo/O.K. Ugorji

port and co-sponsorship" of the Pre
sident's office, the Alumni Affairs Of
fice, the Alumni Association, the Af
rican-American Studies department,
and the college relations office.
Dr. Harold Eickoff, president of
Trenton State College, was one of
the Keynote Speakers at the occa
sion. In a speach that was well
received, Eickhoff mentioned that
one of the strengths of any great col
lege or university is the interest and
support its alumni shows. "Trenton
State College is fortunate to have a
highly dedicated body of Alumni,
both within the larger Alumni
Association and in smaller special
interest clubs," Eickhoff said. He
however, noted that the Alumni
Association had plateured over the
years in its potentials, which made it
more interesting, according to him,
that Black Alumni had decided to
come back as the Association gets
ready to celebrate its 100th anniver
sary next year.
"I was pleased when I heard of the
interest expressed by recent gradu
ates in forming a Black Alumni club,"
Eickhoff said. "When Kingsley came
to the office and asked if we would
co-sponsor the event, I said 'sure'. I
encourage and support your

Then Brothers!

U.U. Photo/0.K. Ugorji

goals—to give something back to
your college, to serve as an inspira
tion for current students, and to
strengthen and reestablish the ties
and friendships you formed here," he
added. Eickhoff asked Black Alumni
to help the college in several ways,
including identifying and recruiting
Black and Hispanic students, setting
up scholarships for Black and His
panic students to complement the
efforts of the college, and giving
feedback to the college. "Please let
us know what we are doing well,
what we are not doing well, so that
we may continue to grow, and im
prove the quality of education of
fered here," Eickhoff asked. "And I
am going to ask of you what every
college president asks for when
speaking to Alumni. Please send
money to the college too." the Presi
dent added.
In conclusion, Eickhoff pointed
out that he had proposed that the
college add a seventh goal to its cur
rent set of six goals. This goal, to b"1
titled "Living our ideals," states that
"T.S.C. will be known as an institu
tion dedicated to the highest ethical
principals regarding the integrity of

(continued on page 9)
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BLACK ALUMNI DAY 1988 (Continued from page 8)
the individual. It will respect and ap
preciate diverse populations. It will
show special regard for gifts to
society from various races, religious,
ethnic origins and both genders..."
Eickhoff commended the staff of
Utimme Umana and the committee
of recent graduates for the work in
planning Black Alumni Day. "Your
presence here tells me that your
years of study and your completion
of a degree at TSC meant something
special to you. It reflects your com
mitment, and your willingness to
help us build the foundation for a
better, brighten future. I will follow
your activities with interest."
Eickhoff said.
The other keynote speaker at the
banquet was Mr. Alfred Bridges, the
Dean of Admissions and Records of
the college. Bridges, an alumnus
himself, reflected back on the days
when Blacks were not allowed to
swim in the swimming pool on cam
pus, to live on campus, or even to
form a fraternity or sorority. "I
remember when we were allowed to
live on campus, when ever five
alarms went off in the buildings, only
the rooms of Black students would
be searched," Bridges said. Accor
ding to Bridges, the college had
come a long way, and have had some
successes, especially in the area of
recruitment of Black and Hispanic
students. "But we need to do more,
and thats why Black Alumni must
come back. For instance, for 20 years
now we've been trying to make Black
studies part of the general cur
riculum that all students must take,
and we still have not succeded,"
Bridges said.
The planning committee of Black
Alumi Day consisted of Paulette
Sibblies (1987), a former Business
Manager of Utimme Umana and
former president of the Gospel Choir;
Kevin Wright, a former Editor-inChief of Utimme Umana and former
SGA Senator; Kim Wells (1987), a
former staff writer of U.U., and
former president of the Minority Stu
dent Coalition; and Ugorji, a former
Editor-in-Chief of U.U. who initiated
and organized the Minority Student
Coalition.
Speaking on behalf of the commit
tee, Wright shared the proposal for
the formation of a Black Alumni Club
(actuall name to be determined later)
and some of the goals that such a
club could pursue. The goals include
to support the goals of the main
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alumni association, to support the
college by providing funds and by
serving as an advisory body in seek
ing recruitment and retention of
Black and Hispanic Students, faculty
and staff, and to help Black Alumni
keep alive the friendships, associa
tions and interests they developed
as students. "These are only pro
posals, the final decisions which will
be contained in the club's constitu
tion, will be made as the committee
meets in the weeks ahead. We need
help, contributions, and support in
the committee," Wright said.
In his closing remarks, Wells en

couraged Alumni to join the planning
committee and help in making
crucial decisions about the proposed
club. "And before we leave, I want to
give credit where credit is due,"
Wells said, "this event would not
have taken place without the efforts
and support of Kingsley Ugorji."
Ugorji who initiated and coordinated
Black Alumni Day 1987, received a
standing ovation following Wells
comment.

(continued on page 17)
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What Black History Month Means to Me?
By Margo Burnett
In our society, it is important that
certain events of the past, which
have aided in setting the foundation
of our nations development, be pass
ed on to the people. Many facts do
not reveal the whole truth about our
history. It is, therefore, the peoples
responsibility to educate themselves
by taking the initiative to question
those facts set before them and seek
answers through research. To me,
Black History Month means a time of
authorized regrouping of Black
leaders and educators to Inform the
people of significant events In
history involving Blacks which have
been "swept under the rug."
Black History Month signifies an
awakening to those of us who have
been asleep during the past year. It
reminds us that there is a job to do in
educating the young people, who will
soon educate the next generation of
children, about important contribu
tions that Blacks have made which
seem to have been left out of most
history books. To make people aware
that they've been deprived, dissolutioned and misled. To let society
know that we're not blaming anyone
for our ignorance but we've taken

charge of our education and that of
our children. It's our responsibility,
as a people, to enlighten others in
order to eliminate such ignorance. To
show our children that they have no
reason to hold their heads down in
shame because we are the source of
which the people of this nation have
commenced from.
This month marks the celebration
of our African Heritage. A time to re
joice and enjoy the fruits of the
teachings of our ancestors that have
been past down from generation to
generation. To use our many talents
not primarily to entertain but to
educate and inform. To show the
pride we take in knowing who we are,
the origin of our ways and seeing the
advancement of our people. To
acknowledge and give honor to those
Blacks who have led the way.
Black History Month symbolizes
strength, unity and courage of a peo
ple who were stereotyped and
treated as though they were not a
part of the human race. A people who
fought to obtain liberty and justice in
a world of confusion. A people who
came together on one accord to give
their support and encouragement to

others to be strong, have faith and
never give up.
So often we build monuments of
nothingness by giving excuses for
not supporting our brothers and
sisters. For not involving ourselves in
events that represent us and
acknowledge those who opened
doors for us without dwelling on the
cost. Black History Month is an of
ficial sign of change, the beginning
of a new era. A time of making com
mittments and renewing committ
ments. It's the start of a year that
should be dedicated to educate, in
form, and celebrate our heritage at
every opportunity. To promise
ourselves that we will be bold in
seeking answers to the questions of
the missing links of our history. That
the evidence that we have pondered
for so many years will not be left for
men to answer who know less than
we do.

Commentary
Dr. Carter G. Woodson never mar
ried or had children in order to
devote his energy and efforts to the
study of the contributions of Black
people to the world and to uplift the
race by revealing his findings. One
of the most important books ever
written was his Mis-Education of the
Negro. I urge each and every one of
you to get a copy of this book and in
corporate it into your own lifestyle.
Here are a few excerpts from the
text which will hopefully provoke
thought and more importantly help
you out of the mire of ignorance.

PEOPLE WAKE UP!

—The greatest indictment of such
education as negroes have received
is that they have thereby learned lit
tle as to making a living, the first
essenttal in civilization.

—some blacks have taken two
steps forward while most have
taken twenty-two steps backward
then pick up the book and read it.

—The so called education of Negro
college graduates leads them to
throw away opportunities which
they have and to go in quest of
those which they do not find.

Truthfully it's distressing to see
that most Blacks on college cam
puses know more about their former
and current captors than they know
about their own brothers and sisters
who have struggled to free their
minds and bodies from BONDAGE.

If you want to learn more about
how Mr. Woodson portrayed with
uncanny accurateness the state of
Black Americans 55 years ago and
why

MR. WOODSON
GUARANTEES FREEDOM
IF YOU HAVE THE WILL.
Curt Broadway

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM X
By Andrea Denise Allen

The Autobiography Of Malcolm X
was a brilliant book about the pro
blems and beliefs of a black man in
the sixties. Malcolm's family was
torn apart by the white man and he
was forced to grow up in a world of
hustlers and drugs. The story por
trays Malcolm X as a prisoner con
verted to the Muslim Religion.
Through his work in the religion he
goes on to be a great leader among
the Muslim people.
The major problem occuring dur
ing his lifetime was the white man
overcoming the black man. For in
stance, white people always
stereotyped blacks, they associated
watermelons with Negroes and they
referred to them as "Coons". I inter
preted that whites got away with
alot. When White boys did things
that black boys did, it was implied
that they were acting like negroes.
Malcolm X goes on to say that
reason the why whites had so much
power over blacks was because
blacks had accepted the white man
and his ways. Negroes took big steps
toward self degradation by believing
that blacks were inferior and whites
were superior.
As a child, growing up in school,
Malcolm was not like most children.
One of his teachers once asked the
students in his class what they
would like to be; the children said
things like lawyers, doctors,
etc..Malcolm replied "a lawyer." The

UTIMME UMANA

teacher responded by saying,
"negroes don't become lawyers."
This demonstrated exactly how the
white man tried to keep the black
man down.
Malcolm X summed up the white
man's wrong doing with this state
ment, "The Negroes here in America
have been treated like children. A
child stays within the mother until
the time of birth. When the time of
birth arrives the child must be
separated, or it will destroy its own
mother. The mother cannot carry the
child after its time. The child cries for
the needs of its own world."
Growing up, Malcolm X went
through many changes. As a young
man his ife style of drugs, hustling,
and the fast life was not his fault.
Without a father, Malcolm did not
have a good childhood, he had no
male image or guidance. What hap
pened to Malcolm X could have hap
pened to anyone's family who was
torn apart.
When Malcolm X entered jail the
turning point in his life was when he
accepted the Muslim religion. The
religion was a way to start over and
make something of his life. If it were
not for religion, Malcolm would not
have been the graet speaker he was,
for it was religion that got him involv
ed in the debates at the jail every
week. Religion played a major role in
his life; it gave him goals to set such
as learning to read and being

educated.
Finally, released from jail, he was
determined to help the Muslim
religion in any way possible. He
helped by developing different
Muslim temples and fishing out peo
ple to convert into Islam. Religion
was put into Malcolm's life for a
reason because after several years
of building up the Muslim religion, he
finds out that Elijah Muhammed was
committing adultry. From this, and
being suspended by the Muslim
religion, he changed and thereafter
hardly ever mentioned the religion
again in any speeches he made.
The Autobio of Malcolm X really
aroused my attention. My knowledge
of Malcolm X as a person was ex
panded, but my real interest was in
the Muslim religion itself. The Islam
belief in Muhammed and their belief
that the white man is the devil and
his ways are evil interested me.
I was quite impressed by the
reading and I feel that it not only kept
my attention, but also informed me. I
would recommend this book to
anyone.
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Ali Mazrui on the Triple
Heritage of the Africans
Editor's Note: This article is
reprinted (with a different heading)
from Trenton State College This
Week, March 7, 1988.
The people of the day before
yesterday and the people of the day
after tomorrow. That's how Visiting
Scholar Ali Mazrui proudly described
his native African people to the Tren
ton State College crowd who came
to hear him speak last week.
In a two-hour lecture, Mazrui, a
professor of political science at the
University of Michigan, talked of the
"triple heritage" of the African continenet, American Presidential
Politics, Africans and the English
language, and the arbitrary boun
daries and colonization of Africa by
the Europeans. He also talked in
directly about his controversial 1986
PBS series The Africans: A Triple
Heritage, a nine-hour program that
stirred considerable anger and
charges of West-bashing and racism.
Mazrui blamed Western col
onialism for many of Africa's pro
blems today. "We are still dealing
with artificial, arbitrary bundaries
that were created when the Euro
peans carved up Africa for
themselves," said the soft-spoken,
gray-haired man. He also, however,
criticized Africa's leaders for failing
to provide their countries with
greater political and economic
stability.

BOUNDARIES
CALAMITOUS
Most African countries seem pois
ed between anarchy and tyranny.
"On one side is the abyss of anar
chy—too little government; on the
other side is the abyss of tyran
ny—too much government," he said.
"On one side is decentralized
violence; on the other is centralized
violence. Each society is trying to
avoid falling either way."
This could have been avoided, at
least in part, he believes, if the boun
daries of the countries had been
drawn differently. Pointing to a map
of the African continent, Mazrui said
he could go "right down the line"
pointing out people who do not
belong together historically and who
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Dr. Mazrui makes a point.
U.U. Photo/Pam Jones

must learn not only to live together
but to share limited resources in
societies of small scales. Further, he
said, these people must learn to obey
shared authority where no such tradi
tion recognizing those customs ex
isted before.
"Unfortunately, we have to make
most of these boundaries work," he
said.

ACROSS CULTURES
The Kenya native is a product of
the triple heritage of which his film
series is about. When he was grow
ing up there, he recalled that he
crossed civilizations " several times
a day. He spoke Swahili, prayed in
Arabic, and was educated in English.
Islam had a profound affect on his
life; his father was the nation's chief
justice of Islamic law.
Sometimes we were discouraged
from utilizing African languages in
order to facilitate our fluency in the
new master language of the imperial
power," he said.
Mazrui seemed to take particular
delight in comparing how people in
the United States and Africa deal

with the issue of religion, especially
when it becomes a political issue. In
digenous peoples, he said, cross
religious bounds regularly in Africa,
particularly during adversity.
Moreover, religion is often so inter
twined with the secular aspects of
life that they become in
distinguishable.

WEST LESS TOLERANT
On the U.S., he noted, it was not
until 1960 that the majority of voters
were at last able to elect a Roman
Catholic [John F. Kennedy] to the
presidency. And, he reminded the au
dience, even the results of that elec
tion are questionable, considering
the voting "nonsense in Illinois.'
Would the American voting public
tolerate a Jew for the presidency? he
asked. Without waiting for an answer
from his audience, he said em
phatically, "No—not in this century
and definitely not in the next 12
years." In fact, Mazrui said, the Jews
"don't want to push for the top position in case it provokes antiSemitism."

(continued on pageT
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THE AFRICANS
This is quite a contrast to
American blacks "in the person of
Jesse Jackson who are saying 'We
are here and we don't regard the
White House as being exclusively for
whites.' "
How about a Muslim for presi
dent? he asked impishly. "Not in this
century, that's for certain. Maybe not
in the next. And certainly not in the
lifetime of myself or my children." In
Senegal, he said, where there is an
80% Muslim population, there is now
a Muslim president with a Roman
Catholic wife. Contrast that to the
U.S. "It's very unlikely to happen
here. Can you imagine a presidential
candidate saying, 'I have a Shiite
wife'?"
Mazrui repeatedly reiterated one
theme of his PBS series said: In
Africa there exists a considerable
degree of crossing religious bounds
that has no equivalent in the Western
World.
"We knew no religious wars before
you [the West] came, and in our
politics, we are capable of crossing
boundaries in the spirit of
ecumenical fellowship," he said.

LANGUAGE OF THE
OPPRESSOR
There are many imbalances
Mazrui believes African people need
to correct, with their dependency on
the English language being a top
priority.
"I understand what James
Baldwin went through," he said. "In
one stage of his life he hated
Shakespeare. Why? He regarded him
as the supreme genius of the English
language—as the supreme symbol
of Baldwin's innermost oppression.
His innermost thoughts and inner
most conversations with himself had
to be conducted in the language of
his oppressor—of those who enslav
ed him.
But, said Mazrui, when the late
author went to France to live, he
rediscovered the English language.
And there Baldwin discovered that
Afro-Americans didn't just "use
English," but they "reshaped it to
their own purposes." He learned that
they were not just creatures of the
language of their oppressors, and he
became recociled to it.
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— (Continued from page 12)

GLOBAL AFRICAN
Mazrui estimates that there are
over 100 million people of African
ancestry scattered around the world
today. In the U.S., he said, they must
learn to "strike the balance."
"They must learn to become
American enough to be influential in
U.S. politics, but they must be
African enough to care what hap
pens to their ancestral continent," he
cautioned. "There is a whole history
here that has tried to destroy their
capacity to care."
A product of Western education,
Mazrui won a scholarship to the
University of Manchester in England,
earned a master's degree in political
science from Columbia University
and a Ph.D. from Oxford. He taught
in Uganda at Makerere University un
til 1973, when he chose exile in the
United States after speaking out
against Ugandan President Idi Amin
and being given the choice to "shut
up" or leave the country. A professor
of political science in Ann Arbor, he
also taeches six months a year at the
University of Jos in Nigeria and has
written 15 books.
Mazrui ended his lecture with the
following words which were met with
a rousing ovation:

"We are the people of the day
before yesterday and the people of
the day after tomorrow, a people that
way back before slave days lived in
one huge village called Africa. These
strangers came and took some of us
away, scattering us to all four cor
ners of the globe.
"Today, we are distributed so
widely that the sun never sets on the
descendents of the African. Because
of that we have to change one thing.
In the old days when Africa was our
village, very often we thought that
our village was the world, because
we didn't know any other. Now,
because of the distribution we've ex
perienced, there are over 100 million
people of African ancestry in the
New World alone. It's time we make
the world our village.
"Then, with the help of people in
sympathy with us—brown, yellow
and others; Christians, Buddhists,
Jews and others—we hope to con
vert the global village into something
more humane. When? Well, certainly
sometime between now and the day
after tomorrow."
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Hypocrisy

POETRY

by Faith Pennant

I am Black!
When I am happy to see brothers
and sisters working together
to achieve a single goal....I am
Black.
When I am angered by the pain in
flicted on my people
by one man's arrogance....I am
Black.
When I am chilled to the bone by the
unfriendliness
of others ....I am Black.
When my stomach convulses with
sickness of
mankind's injustices....I am Black.
When I've been battered and bruised
by the insults
of others....! am Black.
And you....
when you are happy you are pink
when you are angry you are red
when you are cold you are blue
when you are sick you are green
when you have been battered and
bruised you are purple
You, who change colors like a
chameleon
has the temerity to call me
COLORED. Hmmm.

Don't Be Knocking On My Door!
They call me Donna Juanita.
I consider myself
fairly sexy.
I even got a man back home.
But when you're up here all alone,
Whats a fairly sexy girl supposed to do?
So
for
my
past-time,
I invite men to my room.
I don't care if he already got a woman,
'Cause as long as they knock on my
door,
I can't be responsible for what might
happen.
And if their woman find out,
I'll
just
tell
them,
"Hey sisters, they're just a past-time
thing,
and if they knock on my door,I can't be
responsible for what might happen!"

WAR
Until the philosphy that holds one
race
Superior and another inferior.
Is finally and permanently discre
dited and abandoned.
Then everywhere is war. Mi say war.
Until the color of a man's skin is of
no
more significance than the color of
his eyes
Then everywhere is war. Mi say war.
War in the East
War in the West
War up North
War down South
Until there are no longer first class
and
second class citizens in every na
tion.
Then everywhere is war. Mi say war.
Until the ignoble and unhappy
regime's
that hold our brothers captive in
South Africa, in
Mozambique, in Angola are toppled,
totally destroyed. Then everywhere
is war mi say.
Mi say war.
War in the East
War in the West
War up North
War down South.
War, mi say War.
War, War, rumors of war
War.

Excerpt from the speech
of Emperor Haile Selassie.
Second version by Bob Marley.

So don't be knocking on my door, telling
me to leave your men alone...
Tell your men, don't be knocking on my
door!
by, Aphrodisia
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If there's one thing we take
seriously, it's the way we celebrate.
And with the end of a successful
semester approaching, a plan of ac
tion was set into motion. We had
worked hard and we were proud,
because we knew that we hadn't
gotten this far by just luck!! We
were GOOD!!!

Utimme Umana is 20 years old: THE CELEBRATION GOES ON

Library.
U.U. Photo/O.K. Ugorji

U.U. Photo/O.K. Ugorji
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BLACK ALUMNI DAY (Continued from page 9)
Photography by O.K. Ugorji
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Student Activism!
A speech by O. K. Ugorji at the Opening
Ceremony of Black History Month,

1988

Editors Note: At the invitation of the Black
History Month Committee, Student Activist
Okechukwu Kingsley Ugorji presented the first
speech of the month at the Opening
Ceremony, Monday, February 1, 1988. In an ex
citing and dynamic speech that was punc
tuated with applause from the audience, Ugorji
spoke about the positive impact which
students have had on sociaties in the past (in
ternationally, nationally and locally at Trenton
State College), how student activism is affec
ting the present, and how it can help shape the
future. Introduced by Erika Sinkfield (Chairper
son of BHM Committee) as a former Editor-inChief of Utlmme Umana, Founder of the
Minority Student Coalition, and Ralph Bunche
Fellow of Amnesty International-USA. Ugorji
has been at the forefront of student activism
since his arrival at the college in 1981 as a
freshman. Now a graduate student, the follow
ing are excerpts from his speech. We in
Utimme Umana hope you'll enjoy it as much as
we did.

Good Evening sisters and
brothers, ladies and gentlemen. I
would like to start my presentation
tonight with a little self-disclosure
regarding what used to be my own
ignorance of Black History.
"Back in Nigeria, during my high
school days, friends and I would get
together and discuss politics. Apart
from African names such as
Nkrumah and Azikwe, two other
names often came up in our discus
sions—Kennedy and King. Because
of the fondness with which some of
my more knowledgeable friends
spoke about President Kennedy, I
thought he was Black. And to com
pound my ignorance, the first Ken
nedy I saw on TV when I arrived here
was Jane Kennedy. Seeing her con
firmed for me that President Ken
nedy was Black. I was to learn dif
ferently. And quite strangely, I
thought Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
was either the same Martin Luther
who broke away from the Catholic
Church or a descendent of his. It
was not until my first Black History
Month in 1982 that I started to get to
know Dr. King and his work."
"So you can imagine how
nostalgic tonight is for me, being
asked to speak at the Opening
Ceremony of Black Histcry Month
1988, six years after I started my
journey down the path of Black Con
sciousness."
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Okechukwa K. Ugorji
U.U. Photo/Pam Jones

STUDENT ACTIVISM:
A DEFINITION
"I define activism as the
vigorous pursuit of an ideal, goal or
purpose, in writing, speech and ac
tion. For students , the ideal, goal or
purpose may be to effect pro
gressive change in the immediate
environment (which is the college or
university) or in the state, nationally
or internationally."
"My experience has convinced
me that there are two basic types of
students. There is the vast majority
of students that are only interested
in getting their degrees and getting
out. These students are generally
passive, and see Administration and
Faculty as all-powerful. Then there
is a second group, the active
students, who apart from their in
terest in degrees, are also concern
ed about the various issues that af
fect their lives in society."
"The active students can be
divided into two catagories: There
are those I call participants, who ful
ly participate in groups, but are very
reluctant in assuming leadership
positions or titles, even when they
work harder than others. And there
are others, the leaders, who are not

reluctant to lead, and who in fact
seek leadership roles and
positions."
"Finally, among the student
leaders, there are those who are
eager to lead, but only as long as
there is no controversy involved.
These leaders wait for a concensus
to form, and then they jump up to
the lead, thereby avoiding being
perceived as rocking the boat or
making waves. When there is a con
census, there is no longer a con
troversy. For lack of a better term, I
refer to these leaders as Type-B
leaders. Then there are those
leaders who initiate things and
ideas, who go out and bring about
the formation of a concensus.
These leaders are generally not
reluctant to challenge or confront
the status quo when they find it
necessary. Of course these leaders
risk a lot more because there is
more risk in initiating change than
there is in pursuing the change
when everyone has agreed it is
needed. These leaders I refer to as
Type-A leaders.What I have just
enumerated is my understand
ing of student activism and
culture."

(continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)

STUDENT ACTIVISM

PAST IMPACTS
1. The independence movements ofcontinental Africa were initiated
and led by African students who had
come to the West or the East for
education. They include people like
Dr. Azikiwe of Nigeria, Nkrumah of
Ghanna, Kaunda of Zambia,
Lumumba of Zaire, Kenyatta of
Kenya and Mugabe of Zimbabwe, to
mention a few. And when the libera
tion struggles entered armed
stages, as they did in Zimbabwe,
Angola, Mozambique, and now in
Namibia and Azania (South Africa),
students have had to leave cam
puses to fight.
2. After the imprisonment ofMandela of the A.N.C. and Sobukwe
of the P.A.C. in South Africa, a
vacuum of leadership existed in
African populace in Azania. In 1970,
that vacuum was filled by a former
medical student named Steven
Biko. Biko became a leader of the
Black Consciousness Movement,
whose primary aim was the mental
emancipation of the African popula
tion. Even the non-violent style of
Biko drove the South African police
to desperation, a desperation that
culminated into the brutal murder of
the brother in 1977.
3. In the 1960's the Civil Rights
Movement came into full force in
America. While the likes of Dr. King
and Albernathy led the movement,
students like Jesse Jackson, Julian
Bond and Molafe Asante, provided
the vigor and vitality which the
movement needed. Now look at
where these former students are as
they've come of age. Jackson has
taken Black political participation
to new heights, to the point where a
lot of experts now fear that for the
first time, an unmistakable Black
Man may in fact win the Democratic
Presidential nomination. Bond has
been active in politics in Atlanta,
while Asante now heads the AfricanAmerican Studies Department of
Temple University, the only depart
ment in the nation's universities
that is offering a Ph.D. in African
and African-American studies.
4. Just this last year and the year
before, we saw another surge of na
tional student activism, as Apar
theid in South Africa became the
rallying issue. Universities and col
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leges all over the nation started
divesting from companies doing
business with the racist regime of
South Africa. This was as a result of
vigorous student demands across
the nation.
5. And just this past year, 1987,
South Korea held a national election
after several years of dictatorship. It
was students who made the dif
ference by demonstrations, and
finally forced S. Korean officials to
release political prisoners and to
hold elections.
These are just five examples of
how student activism has brought
about changes, nationally and inter
nationally. Coming back to our own
campus, there are some changes
that have come about in part, as a
result of student activism.
1. The establishment of the African
American Studies dpartment was a
result of student demand. And ef
forts in the past to dissolve the
department has also been twarted
by students.
2. If you think there are not enough
Black staff and faculty at the col
lege, I tell you it used to be worse.
The hiring, tenuring and promotion
of quality Black staff and faculty
has been a passionate issue for
Black students. The latest of course
was the issue of promotion for Dr.
Dickinson of the African-American

Studies department. I am glad to in
form you tonight that Dickinson has
finally been promoted. (Applause!)
3. Today sisters and brothers can
choose a black sorority or fraternity
to pledge to. It wasn't always that
easy.
4. The George Jackson Center came
about, in part as a result of student
activism.
5. Or need I mention that Black
History Month programming,
Utimme Umana, Fire II, Caribsa, and
Langston Hughes Players, to men
tion a few, all came about as a
result of student activism.
THE FUTURE
Where do we go from here? Well I
want to share with you the direction
I would like to see Black leadership
on campus move in the future.
1. We must bring autenticity to
leadership in our community. And
by leadership, I include Black pro
fessionals and Black Student
leaders on campus. We will bring
autenticity to leadership when we
reduce the gap between what we
say and what we actually do on
stage and behind the scenes. Black
students need authentic leadership
and role models, not overseers.

(continued on page 23)

Gathering of student leaders at the student center.
U.U. Photo/O.K. Ugoji
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Things Fall Apart
Chinua Achebe
Michelle Swint

My initial perception of Things Fall
Apart, written by Chinua Achebe,
was that it was of perplexing
linguistics that are unfamiliar to me,
thus creating a negative perception
of the novel and its interest to me.
However, the perception gradually
transformed into one of interest
because I was able to understand
and sympathize with the characters.
The underlyning reason for my
primary interpretation of the novel
was that the names of the people,
places, objects, and customs were
difficult to pronounce and differen
tiate. Okonkwo, Obierika and
Umuofia are just a few of the
obscure names and words which
reoccur throughout the novel.
As I read further and attained a
clearer visulaization of the setting,
the novel became of interest to me.
Okonkwo, a protagonist, astonished
me by his arrogant actions.
I realized that Okonkwo was a car
ing person, but he wanted to main
tain a strong image. Throughout the
novel, there have been several occa
sions in which Okonkwo tried to
show affection towards others, but
he was afraid. In chapter seven,
Okonkwo was pleased by the
positive effect that Ikemefuna had
on Nwoye (his son).
Okonkwo seems, in my opinion, to
be inflexible and demanding. For ex
ample, he had a negative attitude
when he discovered that his third
wife, had not prepared his afternoon
meal. She had gone to plait her hair,
leaving her children with Okonkwo's
first wife.
Furthermore, in chapter seven,
Okonkwo, while dazed with fear, us
ed his machete to slaughter
Ikemefuna because he was afraid of
being thought of as weak by his
clansmen.
Okokwo often compared his son,
Nwoye, to himself when he was his
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age. At his son's age, Oknokwo was
well known for his bravery in battle.
I thought that the scene in chapter
eleven, where Ekwefi followed
Chielo, who was carrying her
daughter away, was very touching.
Chielo, who was overtaken by an in
ner spirit, told Ekewefi that she had
to take her daughter to a sacred
place. I admired Ekwefi for traveling
such an exhausting distance to en
sure the safety of her daughter.
In my final point, I feel that Things

Fall Apart was a very poignant novel.
I sympathized with OkonKwo
because he was an introverted in
dividual. I sympathized with his
wives and children because he was
so unaffectionate towards them. I
feel that they were being neglected.
In addition, Okonkwo was uncom
promising indealing with his
clansmen. Overall, I believe that
Okonkwo's major problem was his
unwillingness to change, in order to
meet the needs of others.
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The Mixing Bowl

Pecan Pie Bars

by Nlaryann Smith Crawley

•
•
•
•
•

11/2 cup flour
2 Tbsp. brown sugar
V2 cup butter or margarine
2 eggs
V2 cup dark corn syrup
• V2 cup brown sugar (packed)
• V2 cup chopped pecans
• 2 Tbsp. melted butter
• 1 tsp. vanilla
• V* tsp. salt

In 1982 the "Mixing Bowl" was a
regular feature in Utimme Umana.
Many students enjoyed baking and
cooking whenever they had free
time and learned to make simple yet
very delicious foods. Well, guess
what's back? Right! The Mixing
Bowl!
The recipes chosen came from
the Better Homes and Gardens
Homemade Cookies Cookbook. The
four cookie recipes are simple to
make and are favorites by so many
cookie-lovers.

— Mix flour and brown sugar; cut in
butter. Pat into ungreased
IIX7V2XIV2 inch baking pan. Bake
at 350° for 25 minutes. Cool until
pecan layer is slightly firm before
cutting into bars. Makes 32.

Cheesecake Bars
• 2/3 cup finely crushed graham
crackers
• V2 cup flour
• V2 cup chopped nuts
• V* cup sugar
• V2 cup butter or margarine
• 1 8 oz. pack cream cheese
• 1/3 cup sugar
• 1 egg
• 1 Tbsp. vanilla
• 2 Tbsp. finely crushed graham
crackers
—Stir together first 4 ingredients.
Add melted butter; mix until
crumbly. Pat into greased 9X9X2
inch baking pan. Bake at 350° for 12
minutes. Cream together cream
cheese and 1/3 cup sugar. Add egg
and vanilla; mix well. Pour over bak
ed layer. Bake at 350° for 20-25
minutes. Sprinkle with the 2 Tbsp.
graham crackers. Cool; cut into
bars. Store in refrigerator. Makes 3
dozen.
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Chocolate Chip
• V2 cup shortening

• 1/2 cup sugar
1A cup brown sugar
• 1 egg
• 1 tsp. vanilla
• 1 cup flour
• 3/4 tsp. salt
• V2 tsp. baking soda
• 1 6 oz. pack choc, chips
• 1/2 cup broken nuts
•

— Cream together shortening,
sugars, egg and vanilla till light and
fluffy. Thoroughly stir together flour,
salt and baking soda. Blend well.
Stir in chips and nuts. Drop from
teaspoon 2 inches apart on greased
cookie sheet. Bake at 375° for 10-12
minutes. Immediately remove from
cookie sheet to cool. Makes 3
dozen.

Ginger Snaps
—Combine 1 cup packed brown
sugar, 3/4 cup cooking oil, 1A cup
dark molasses and 1 egg. Beat well.
Stir together 2 cups flour, 2 tsp. bak
ing soda, 1 tsp. cinnamon, 1 tsp.
ginger, V2 tsp. ground cloves and 1A
tsp. salt. Gradually blend into
molasses mixture. Using about 1
Tbsp. for each, form into 11A inch
balls. Roll in sugar; place 2 inches
apart on greased cookie sheet. Bake
at 375° for 10-12 minutes. Makes 4
dozen.
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THE BOGEYMAN
by Bruce Flournoy
You are alone, in the house, on the bed as the thunder and
lightening crackles!
As silver blue light
shines through the room...
what is that under the window?
a boogeyman!
You get up, look, all you see
are the rags and things bundled
up beneath the chair.
But, you knew that,
didn't you?
You decide you don't
need to sleep, you turn on
the lights to get a
drink and go into the
living room.
You pick up the T.V. guide
and flick to the late show.
It's an old Bela Lugosy
and...what's that shadow
moving across the floor?!
A boogeyman?!
No, it's just a trick of the light.
Yes,
you see it now
just a bug on the ceiling
walking across the
light.
But you knew that, didn't you?!
You check the locks on the
house (for safety's sake)
no one gets in
tonight.
The lightening and thunder have
ceased and no rain
has come.
You feel tempted to go outside
you do.
All you see are street lights
and the small section of uncleared weeds
but wait!!!
What's that sound?!?!
The boogeyman?!?!
No,
just a cat or dog
but you knew that
didn't you?
Now you are ready for bed
you are all alone
so who is that
calling you by name
and then turning off the lights?
THE BOOGEY MAN?!
Or a blown circuit
and what makes that low
wrenching moan
with a voice, so evil and familiar?
As you turn to move
you bump into
something
powerful
then you are face to face
with...
the boogeyman
BUT YOU KNEW THAT DIDN'T YOU.
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The Devil You Say
Welcome, to the temple of the world
Welcome to the land where for every
little pleasure
you must eventually pay.
No justice, is that what you say?
See the towers spiraling to the sky?
Feel the
splendor as you walk in a brand new
day.
To whom do you walk with, oh what
do you say?
The things you buy and lessons you
learn
to live in fullness and enjoy a right
you must earn.
But is there, for us, any easier and
better way?
Whose name is that you start to
say?
The power you seek and yet it's so
far away?
How do you get it? A slight itch in
your conscience
you say?
When you get there, there are those
who seem to exist
to block your goal.
For you, is success now worth your
immortal soul?
There's a name on your lips, a feel
ing coming over as
you change your way.
To whom shall you pledge
allegiance?
Is it...to the Devil say?
The splendor of power, at last it
belongs solely to you!
You have it, you thrive, and for it on
ly with your soul
did pay.
Quite a bargain, wouldn't you say?
The things you do, as you begin to
love the night, and
reject the light.
For you it's the wonder of wonders
and an eternally
joyous day.
But... but...What is its price? At last
you start to say.
Why for you you'll pledge allegiance
to he who shall be
your master and all, for him your
every fiber of self
and being you shall perhaps slay.
To whom do you walk with, to whom
obey?
What's that now?
It's...it's...the Devil you say?

Bruce E. Flournoy
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— (Continued from page 19)
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2. One of the more interesting
ideas on campus is the concept of
muiticulturalism. As appealing and
desirable as the concept is, I am
afraid that some people's idea of
muiticulturalism is admitting
students of various races and
cultures to TSC. That to me is a
necessary beginning, but it must go
further than that. Until we start mak
ing contacts with one another, there
arn't going to be muiticulturalism.
One of my prophets, Bob Marley
once said "let's get together and
feel alright."
3.
Closely
related
to
muiticulturalism is the idea of Black
Conscionseness. I am afraid some
of us have the idea that Black con
sciousness and the Black struggle
is anti-White or anti-Europe—Sisters
and Brothers, I say to you tonight
that the Black struggle is not antiWhite or anti-Europe. Our struggle is
against the exploitation of human
by human; it is against the devil
philosophy which holds one race
superior to others; it is against the
mass acquisition of wealth by a few
at the expense and impoverishment
of the vast majority of the human
race; it is against the denial of basic
human liberty to man by man. That's
my understanding of the Black
struggle. Regardless of what the
skin color of the exploiter or op
pressor is, we must fight him with
all our strength. Black con
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sciousness is not White hatred.
4. I mentioned the AfricaAmerican studies department
earlier. I would like to come back
someday and see students
graduating with a bachelors in
African-American studies. That's
not going to happen until students
demand it.
5. The danger of accepting the
label minority in a society or com
munity which subscribes to the no
tion that the majority must carry the
day, is that your views, ideas, con
cerns and interests appear minor. I
think it is a travesty that Black
History Month at this college is
allocated just a little over $5000. We
must demand better.
6. We must support the staff of
the E.O.F. program, the college
bound program, and the Minority
Retention Program. Students must
be willing to give back to these pro
grams while they receive from them.
In these efforts and others, I am
glad to report that Black Alumni of
the college is coming back to help
like never before, starting with
Black Alumni Day 1988. We must
however be careful not to stiffle or
extinguish vigorous and indepen
dent student leadership in the pro
cess or sometimes pretence of get
ting them to raise their G.P.A.'s.
7. I call for the continued recogni

tion and encouragement of students
who contribute to our community.
But we must be careful not to give
Purple Hearts or Medals of Valor to
movie stars. Does the election of a
Black student as president of the
SGA, SFB or the Psychology Club,
or the appointment of a Black Pro
fessional as provost of TSC con
stitute contribution to our communi
ty. My answer is NO. It is what
sisters and brothers do in or with
their positions that may or may not
constitute contribution to our com
munity. Representing Black people
and representing the interests of
Black people are two different
things. We must have both. Purple
Hearts and Medals of Valor belong
to soldiers, not movie stars.
In closing, I want to say to
students that we are part of a very
rich tradition. The decisions we
make today are going to affect the
environment Blacks come into
tomorrow. The very least we can do
is leave an environment as suppor
tive and fun as our predecessors left
us. Please do not despair in your ef
forts. The greatest among you shall
be your servant. The past is ours to
know and understand, the present is
ours to deal with squarely, and the
future is ours to shape. As we settle
down for Black History Month, let us
resolve not only to study and
understand history, let us also
resolve to make history.
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Interviews and Photography by Pam Jones
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SPEAK OUT POLL
Questions: What is U.U. and
how can it better serve the college community?

2. Sharon Cooper-Sophomore
A. "That's the magazine for the Black
folks."
A. "It needs to have more editions
each semester."

4. Willie Santiago-Junior
A. "A cultural magazine open to
everyone."
A. "By making everyone aware that
they can submit various things to the
magazine for publication."

7. Antoine Jester-First Year
A. "A magazine about campus life."
A. "It should cover sports issues on
campus."

3. Yolanda Green-Sophomore
A. "A Black/African Magazine."
A. Get more involved with students
who are not a part of any organiza
tion on campus and students who
have no extra-curricular activities
and motivate them, maybe even ask
them to join U.U. staff. U.U. needs a a
larger volume of distribution on the
campus (needs to print more copies
of each edition).
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POETRY
This work was created in an effort to
emphasize the danger of an in
dividual consuming alcohol and at
tempting to operate a motor vehicle.
This work is not the result of a per
sonal experience on the part of the
writer.

This is for those who missed it
It was like reading a book...because
you knew,
just knew you weren't really there
and
that this scene wasn't really
happening.
It didn't actualize
even as I looked down and saw
a familiar
face
that shouldn't have been...
because...there was no smile, just
fake expression.
I dismissed it
and turned
the page
as I sat back down.
Then it was like ...watching a movie
and
I was the owner of the only ticket.
It was strange.
I knew everyone.

I got scared
couldn't remember how...
I
got there
and besides, you aren't supposed to
feel...
the characters touch you physically
or
smell the atmosphere distinctly

suddenly
I didn't want to see the rest of the
movie
or finish the book. I wanted
TO STOP

before I began believing that the
woman
crying, in the corner was his mother
or that that awful plastic smileless
face
was his
because then it would be all over.

FRIENDS SHOULDN'T LET
FRIENDS DRIVE DRUNK.

Kris Marie Tucker

and in the
second year
she came upon a
land
where
savage beasts
dwell
and took to
calling it
home
here she learned
to escape the
actual
confines of the
flesh
and merge
with the
sunlight and the air
all in a
single afternoon
without discomfort
when family
came
in celebration
there was
spiked orange juice,
bananas and
whip cream
for everyone.

Kris Tucker
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Black History Month in Review
by Hope Caldwell
"Born To Reveal" was the theme
for this year's Black History Month.
The committee worked long hard
hours to make sure the activities for
the month were very enjoyable for
all in attendance. The month started
out on February 1, 1988 with the
Opening Day Ceremonies and The
Raising of the Flag.
On Wednesday February 3, 1988
there was The George Jackson
Center Grand Opening where James
Chambers of the Pre-college Pro
gram discussed who George
Jackson was and what he stood for.
The new George Jackson Center is
located in the Student Center.
Monday the 8th was The Forum
on Black Male/Female Relation
ships given by Robert Alston of the
Financial Aid Office. The forum
touched many bases involving the
interaction between black males
and females and it was an in
teresting event.

On the 11th was the Minority
Organizations Unity Day and the
NAACP's Candle Light Vigil. Both
had a good turn-out.
The 12th of February was very
touching and inspiring. It was The
Trenton State Gospel Choir Ex
travaganza which included choirs
from all across the state of New
Jersey.
On the 15th was the Carter G.
Woodson Symposium during which
the topic, Black Enterprises was
discussed.
The 19th of February was very
cultural, thanks to Caribsa, who
delighted our souls with their
cadances, poems and their trip to
the Caribbean Islands.
February 26th was very entertain
ing because of our very own
Langston Hughes Players who
presented a Celebration dedicated
to prominent Afro-Americans. Uhuru
SaSa dancers lit the stage with their
startling performance and so did

The $5,000
Gertrude Johnson Williams
Literary Award
John H. Johnson, editor and
publisher of EBONY, announces that
a $5,000 prize in honor of his late
mother, Mrs. Gertrude Johnson
Williams, will be awarded to the win
ner of an annual EBONY writing con
test aimed at stimulating interest in
writing and developing writing
talent for movie and TV scripts,
short stories and general fiction ar
ticles.
"We at EBONY," Publisher
Johnson says, "have noted the
relative scarcity of Black writers in
these areas, and we want to en
courage the abundance of talent we
believe exists."
The contest is open to all
Americans of African descent who
have not previously received money
or other financial consideration for
writing short stories, novels, plays,
television scripts or movie scripts.
Under the rules of the contest,*
writers and aspiring writers can sub
mit oringinal short stories for judging by a panel of experts. The winn
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ing entry will be announced and
published in the February 1989
issue of EBONY. The deadline for
submissions is May 15, 1988. En
tries should be sent to:
GERTRUDE JOHNSON WILLIAMS
WRITING CONTEST
820 South Michigan Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60605

No information about the
Johnson Williams Award will be
given by telephone, and all entries
must be postmarked by midnight,
May 15, 1988.
Publisher Johnson says the con
test is designed to focus national at
tention on the need for more profes
sional Black writers. "We have
made progress in recent years," he
says, "in dealing with historical pat
terns of exclusion in television,
publishing and the movie industry.
Despite these efforts, the number of
Black writers employed in these in
dustries is still distressingly low.
We hope all Americans will join with
us in making a special effort to

Hassen Salin in Black Gold Theatre.
The 27th of February was a day
that we would all remember
because it was Black Alumni Day.
Sponsered by Utimme Umana, it
was the first major reunion of T.S.C.
Black Alumni. We also had a Step
Show sponsored by The Minority
Greek Caucus, followed by a
party.The proceeds would be given
to The United Negro College Fund.
To end the month of February on
the 29th was The Closing Day
Ceremonies. The dedications of the
month were given to Makini Ed
wards (staff) and Gerry Simon (stu
dent). The entire month of events
were dedicated to Mr. James
Baldwin who just recently passed
away. The Black History Month
Committee thanks everyone for
their dedication and support. Please
come out next year.

eliminate the remaining barriers to
the full utilization of the writing
skills of Black Americans."
Contestants will be bound by the follow
ing rules* and stipulations:
1. Each contestant can submit only one
short story.
2. Manuscripts should be typewritten,
double-spaced, on one side of
standard-sized paper and should not
exceed 2,500 words.
3. Each manuscript must be accom
panied by a letter certifying that the
short story is original and is not
basedon the work of any other writer,
living or dead. The accompanying let
ter must also state that the names,
characters and incidents are fictional
and that any resemblance to any per
son living or dead is purely coinciden
tal.
4. A panel of professional writers will
read the entries and make a
preliminary selection based on ori
ginality, structure, character de
velopment, fresh and sparkling use of
language, understanding of the Black
tradition, emotional appeal and
suitability of use by other media.
5. Final selection will be made by a
panel of nationally known experts, in
cluding a writer, a literary critic, a
book editor and a iibrarian.
6. All manuscripts become the property
of Johnson Publishing Company,
whose agents will be the sole judge
of the relative merits of the submitted
manuscripts.
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THE TRENTON STATE COLLEGE

BLACK ALUMNI ALLIANCE
PRESENTS:

A SPECIAL RECEPTION FOR
BLACK ALUMNI AND
GRADUATING
BLACK SENIORS
ALL BLACKS WHO GRADUATED FROM THE COLLEGE, AND ALL GRADUATING BLACK
SENIORS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THIS IMPORTANT OCCASION.

WHEN: ALUMNI DAY—MAY 7TH, 1988
WHERE: ALLEN MAIN LOUNGE
TIME: 3pm—5pm

SPONSORED BY THE OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT AND ALUMNI AFFAIRS. 771-2393

