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Words from the Editor 

Happy Birthday Utimme Umana/ 
La Voz Oculta. This publication is now 24 
years old, making it the oldest minority 
organization and the fifth oldest organiza
tion on the face of Trenton State College. We 
at Utimme Umana salute people like James 
"Chico" Chambers who, along with a few 
other students, created this publication in 
1968. Chico is currently the Director of 
Collegebound here on campus and is a true 
inspiration to us at U.U. 

Utimme Umana/La Voz Oculta has 
gone through some rough times in the past 
years, but I believe that it is now on the rise 
once again. It is important to note that during 
the rough times that U.U. has experienced, it 
has never, I repeat, never, ever been an 
inactive organization. Although the quality 
and quantity night not have been what it 
could have a couple of years ago, the burning 
desire to keep this tradition has kept on 
going. This is a tribute to every Editor and 
justevery staff member that has been part of 
this organization since its inception in 1968. 
You can probably tell by reading this article 
that I have a lot of pride in this publication, 
and I do. Look at these facts: 1. Utimme 
Umana/la Voz Oculta Magazine is the only 
college student run magazine in New Jersey. 
2. U.U. is the third oldest minority college 
student run magazine in the entire country. 
3. Since its inception U.U. has been able to 
produce at least three magazines in a year. 4. 

Past U.U. Editors and staff members have 
gone on to be CEO's of businesses, high 
school and college professors & administra
tors, and even a United States Ambassador. 

As you can see U.U. has great tra
dition. I encourage everyone who likes to 
write, or just wants to get involved join this 
publication next semester. One of the ru
mors is that if you cannot attend the meet
ings then you cannot be a part of the organi
zation. This is really untrue because a major
ity of work that goes into this organization 
does not take place during the meetings. 
Talk to a current U.U. member and get the 
real scoop. 

The magazine has also won a few 
awards for quality this year. Utimme Umana/ 
La Voz Oculta was awarded the South Jer
sey Press Associations' Award for Outstand
ing Student Publication 1992. We were also 
awarded the South Jersey Press Associa
tions' Award For Outstanding Journalism 
for the article "Portrait of a Klansman" that 
appeared in our last issue. These awards 
came by two things, dedication, work, and 
more work. U.U. has had an outstanding 
staff this year and I thank all of them for 
making my job that much easier to do. Much 
credit must go to Dr. Anntarie Sims, the 
advisor for the publication. Although she 
has a very demanding role as Chairperson of 
the Communications and Theater Depart
ment, Dr. Sims never hesitates to offer ad

vice or help us out in various capacities. And 
lastly credit must go to those who have 
supported our publication. Many people just 
did not have the time to dedicate, but still 
offered their constructive criticisms, advice 
and most important words of 
encouragement. Through these words we at 
U.U. found the strength and the time to 
continue to do what we do. 

Also, As the semester ends I urge 
everyone to try to make a difference in their 
communities as they go back home for the 
summer. We need to keep in mind that 
nobody can, or will do, what we can and 
should do ourselves. Too many people be
lieve that they cannot make a difference, but 
as Malcolm X stated, "The revolution be
gins with one". You can make that differ
ence. Volunteer your time and energies at 
day camps, or daycare facilities. Everyone is 
special and has something that should be 
offered. As you at the plight of our people, 
you should realize that as young people of 
color, it is our responsibility, not our option, 
to change it. 

Have a great and productive sum
mer and be safe. 

Much Peace!!!!! 
Michael C. Burton 

Editor-in-Chief 
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Letters To The Editor 

To The Editor: To The Editor: 

I have been an devoted reader of Utimme Umana/La Voz Oculta for 
a number of years and I would just like to commend U.U. for their 
outstanding work. The last issue that had brother Jawanza Kunjufu 
on the cover, was the best issue I have seen in the past 5 years. The 
articles were insightful and thought provoking. One article that I 
would like to comment about is the article entitled "Why I Don't 
Celebrate the Fourth of July" written by the editor Michael Burton. 
I believe that article was superb and expertly written. I agree with 
almost every thing that was said in it, and people that don't agree must 
at least admit that brother Michael stated his case well. 

It makes me proud to see my young brothers and sisters 
perservering despite the odds. Keep up the good work! 

Sincerely, 
Robert Anders 
Trenton, NJ 

I am writing this letter to question why U.U. would print an 
interview with a Klansman. I believe that there is enough 
negative things around, without printing it. Let us focus on the 
positive things, not giving press to a racist. I belive that the 
magazine should have more integrity than to print an article like 
that. 
Robert Sanders 
New Brunswick, NJ 

Editors Response: 
Utimme Umana is an open forum for all ideas. The 

purpose of the article was not to give press and publicity to a 
racist but to inform people that racist come in all different 
shapes and sizes. The article showed that there are many 
people who are racist although you wouldn't know. U.U. 
always accents the positive, but we cannot ignore the nega
tive, because ignoring a problem does not make it go away, it 
only helps it grow. 
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Understanding Malcolm X 
By Michael Burton 

He was born with the name 
Malcolm Little, then became Detroit Red 
during his streetwise years and then became 
Malcolm X when he joined the nation of 
Islam. Since his death Malcolm X has been 
one of the most respected and endeared civil 
rights leaders of our time. But he has also 
been one of the most misunderstood and 
misinterpreted men in history. The purpose 
of this article is to try to dis-spell some of the 
myths about what Malcolm X really be
lieved in. 

For the purpose of this article it is 
necessary to divide Malcolm's activist years 
into three distinct parts. The first part is his 
years in the Nation of Islam which I will not 
touch on too much. The second and third 
parts are where most of the confusion about 
this man life's arrises. The second part of 
malcolm's activist era could be described as 
a transitional period. This period lasted 
from when he broke up with the Nation of 
Islam in march 1964 until about may 1964 
when he returned from Africa. The last part 
could be described as the final period which 
lasted from May 1964 until his death. Much 
confusion can be alleviated by deciding 
whether quotes are taken out of the transi
tional or final period. 

The transitional period must have 
been one of the roughest times in Malcolm's 
life. For at this time malcolm had more 
enemies than ever before. Malcolm also had 
to do something that he was never forced to 
do. He had to think for himself. Prior to this 
he was told by the Nation what to speak on 
and what not to speak on. But at this point in 
his life he was forced to confront all issues. 
During this period Malcolm made mistakes 

that he readily admitted to. You can also tell 
by reading his quotes at this time period, that 
his views were constantly evolving. An 
example of this is malcolm's stance on inter
racial marriage. In the autobiography it 
quotes Malcolm as saying that "it does not 
prove anything positive". This quote is 
clearly from malcolm's transitional stage for 
a few weeks before his death Malcolm stated 
that interracial marriage was, "a personal 
matter....it's just one human being marrying 
another human being." You would not get 
this idea of Malcolm by just reading the 
autobiography. Therefore it is important 
that when you read the autobiography you 
stop and think, what period is this taken 
from. 

Another misconception is that 
Malcolm and other Civil Rights leaders were 
so far apart on their views. The media does 
an excellent job of splitting Malcolm X and 
Dr. Martin Luther king Jr. They have done 
such a good job that many people believe 
that you cannot even mention the two to
gether. The truth is that during Malcolm's 
final period they were coming together in 

their views. Before I go on let me mis-spell 
one huge myth. Malcolm X never in his life 
ever advocated violence, he advocated self 
defense. There is a huge difference between 
the two. 

During Malcolm's final stage he 
constantly tried to unite with other organiza
tions. Malcolm repeatedly stated that the so-
called moderate civil right organizations 
avoided him as too moderate and the so 
called militants avoided him as too moder
ate. Said Malcolm, "I'm caught in a trap and 
they won't let me turn the corner." What 
contributed to this trap? Well you can prob
ably guess that a large percentage of it was 
due to the media. Malcolm's fierce and 
angered image was a good story and sold 
papers. Another moderate civil rights leader 
would have been yesterdays news. 

Also the ego was a big factor here. 
It is easy to say that at the time of Malcolm, 
he was the only civil rights leader who had 
the unquestioned support of the lower classes. 
The poor connected to malcolm and could 
relate to him. Not to say they couldn't to any 
other civil rights leader, but Malcolm had a 
different approach. As busy as he was he 
still found time to walk the streets and talk to 
the people daily. Some civil rights leaders 
envied his support and thus would not sup
port him. Also many civil rights leaders did 
not agree with malcolm's idea to take 
America's racial problems global. Malcolm 
wanted to take the U.S. before the United 
Nations. Unfortunately he was never unable 
to complete this idea, for Malcolm was shot 
down in his prime. 

As you can see it is important in 
order for you to get an understanding of the 
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Malcolm, you must try to understand his 
thinking. I urge everyone to read more than 
the Autobiography of Malcolm X for this is 
a good book, but it does have its flaws. An 
excellent book that would help alleviate 

some confusion about the man would be The 
Last Year of Malcolm X by George Breitman. 

Although he was branded a 
hatemonger by many, Malcolm's true mes
sage was self respect. He message is needed 

as much today as was in the 60's. Let us find 
out his true message, not a distorted view. 
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Poverty, Politics, and Ecology in Africa 
Expanding Deserts, Deforestation for Cash, and Imported Toxic Waste 
Combine with War and poverty to Threaten the African Environment 

By Paul Ruffin and Marsha Coleman-Adebayo 

The African continent contains 
some of the world's largest and most diverse 
ecosystems, including dense forests, coastal 
wetlands, vast inland lakes, and savannah 
grasslands all teeming with countless plant 
and animal species. Nevertheless, every 
African state must confront some of the 
world's most pressing environmental chal
lenges. These challenges can be grouped 
into five large categories: war; toxic waste 
dumping; desertification; soil erosion and 
deforestation; and poaching and other hu-
man-vs.-wildlife conservation conflicts. 

Unlike the West, where environ
mental problems largely stem from afflu
ence and overconsumption—too many cars, 
consumers discarding too much solid waste, 
and suburban sprawl replacing forests and 
farmlands—in Africa the source of environ
mental problems lies in poverty, compounded 
sometimes by war. In South Africa these 
poverty based problem s combine with West
ern-style industrial and consumer pollution 
that have not yet become serious in the 
continent's less developed nations. 

Although the edges of the Sahara 
Desert contain fragile ecosystems, nomadic 
and pastoral peoples have managed to live 
there successfully for thousands of years. 
According to Greenwar, published in 1991 
by thePanos Institute (an international envi
ronmental group with offices in Washing
ton, D.C.), the ecological efficiency of desert 
cattle raising can often be as great or greater 
than the intensive farming of industrialized 
countries. 

However, over the past three de
cades the traditional balance among people, 
plants, and animals living on the desert's 
edge has been disrupted, with severe envi
ronmental consequences. Driven by a desire 
to increase agricultural production, many 
African governments have encouraged farm
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ers to plant crops in marginal areas. These 
areas, however, are better suited to tradi
tional forms of nomadic or pastoral life 
where cattle have grazed in different places 
each year or season to make the best use of 
scant or unpredictable rainfall. 

Within the vast Sudano/Sahelian 
region along the edges of the Sahara—a 
territory that extends from West Africa to 
Ethiopia and Kenya—the destruction of 
shrubs and trees is pervasive in almost every 
country. In Ethiopia, forest cover has fallen 
from 40 percent to less than 3 percent. In 
Mauritania, forests have virtually disap
peared. The United Nations Sudano/Sahelian 
Office (UNSO) reports that due to the log
ging and export of hardwoods to generate 

currency for foreign exchange, the climati
cally critical forests of West Africa are dis
appearing at a rate of five per cent a year. 

War has also played a major role in 
the harmful expansion of African desert 
areas, the warfare in Chad, Libya, the Su
dan, and other parts of Africa has contrib
uted to the degradation of the environment 
by creating hundreds of thousands, perhaps 
even millions, of refugees. The high demand 
for food and firewood created by the refu
gees and. their livestock crowded into small 
areas quickly strips the land of crops and 
vegetation. The thin layer of topsoil is de
stroyed and the desert spreads. 
War also destroys wildlife and the environ
ment directly. In Angola, one of the ways 
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Jonas Savimbi's rebel forces, the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola, 
reportedly sustained themselves was by 
poaching elephants and selling the ivory 
through South African sources. In Eritrea 
many of the forests were deliberately de
stroyed by Ethiopian government troops try
ing to deny shelter to rebel forces. 

Hazardous Refuse From Teeming Shores 

Of all the ecological threats to Af
rica, one of the most pernicious is the legal 
and illegal dumping of hazardous wastes 
from overseas. According to reports by 
TransAfrica (the African-American foreign 
affairs lobby) and Greenpeace (an interna
tional grass-roots environmental organiza
tion), at least nine African nations—Benin, 
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Guinea Bissau, 
Guinea (Conakry), Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
South Africa, and Zimbabwe—have already 
been used as repositories of dangerous waste 
material 

In some instances, toxic waste has 
been illegally dumped in African countries 
because local authorities were bribed, de
ceived, or lacked the technical expertise to 
accurately assess the toxicity of the im
ported material. One Norwegian firm 
dumped 15,000 tons of raw material for 
bricks on a resort island owned by Guinea. 
After trees and plants there started dying, an 
investigation revealed that the material was 
really incinerator ash originally from Phila
delphia containing lead and other heavy 
metals. An Italian firm deposited 10,000 
steel drums in an empty lot in the small 
Nigerian town of Koko. Reportedly the com
pany paid $100 a month to rent the lot and 
hired workers at $2.50 a day to unload the 
drums, which were later found to contain 
toxic and nuclear wastes. 

Fortunately, waste dumping is an 
environmental issue that will probably get 
better in Africa rather than worse. By and 
large, local reports of dumping have been 
met with outrage. In 1988, the Organization 
of African Unity passed a resolution unani
mously asking African nations to cancel any 
agreements to import nuclear or hazardous 
waste. Nigeria, which has made such dump

ing a crime punishable by death, called a 
special summit of West African states which 
resulted in the creation of a program called 
Dumpwatch to monitor the situation. In ad
dition, the European Common market has 
adopted measures to control the shipment of 
certain kinds of wastes. 

South Africa: A Billion Miles of Smog 

As Africa's most highly industrial
ized country, where most whites enjoy a 
standard of living close to that of the United 
States, South Africa has many of the envi
ronmental problems experienced by wealthy 
nations. With high per capita automobile 
ownership, South African citizens are 
plagued by urban smog. In addition, the 
processing of the country's mineral riches of 
gold, diamonds, coal, and chrome requires 
large amounts of water and harsh chemicals 
such as sulfuric acid and cyanide, which 
generate toxic waste products that leach into 
the soil and water. 

South Africa's system of apartheid 
has caused a combination of unique ecologi
cal disasters. Since the country's economy 
has been on a war footing for almost two 
decades, laws established to protect the en
vironment are simply not enforced. This has 
produced a level of air and water pollution as 
bad as that found in Russia and Eastern 
European countries, where desperate gov
ernments promoted industry regardless of 
the environmental consequences. 

South Africa's economic isolation 
has also made it willing to trade its environ
mental interests for foreign investment. It is 
one of the few industrialized countries will
ing to import toxic wastes. In the June 1990 
issue of Greenpeace magazine, Judy 
Christrup describes how Britain's Thor 
Chemical company operates i what it claims 
is the world's largest mercury reprocessing 
facility" on the edge of the so-called Zulu 
homeland in the Natal province. When 
Greenpeace took sediment samples from the 
Mngeweni River near the plant, they found 
mercury contamination at 8,800 times the 
levels deemed acceptable by the United 
States's Environmental Protection Agency. 

Moreover, the apartheid policy of 

residential segregation annually forces mil
lions of black South Africans to travel bil
lions of cumulative miles between their jobs 
and the black townships or so-called home
lands, creating unnecessary airpollution and 
wasting fuel. And ever since the 1913 Land 
Act, which separated the races by moving 
more than half of the nation's 23 million 
black citizens onto 13 percent of the country' s 
worst land, the black population has suf
fered the same problems commonly found in 
densely populated refugee camps in drought-
stricken areas of the Sahel. According to 
Max Sisulu of the African National Con
gress, "sover-grazing, soil erosion, and seri
ous land degradation in the so-called home
lands. .. constitute the inevitable destructive 
consequences of apartheid." 

Solutions Lie in Peace and Development 

Many successful conservation pro
grams are being instituted across Africa, 
ranging from replanting deserts with drought-
resistant trees like mesquite, to making char
coal briquettes from peanut shells rather 
than trees, to designing more energy-effi
cient clay stoves that can cut firewood con
sumption in half. 

Supporting relief and wildlife con
servation organizations can help promote 
these efforts. But since most of Africa s 
environmental problems result from a com
bination of war, poverty, and government 
policies, perhaps the most important thing 
that can be done is to address these issues 
through national programs thatpromote civil 
stability and economic development. 

Pressure should be placed on the 
International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank to provide debt relief to poor countries 
and to consider the environmental impact of 
the development projects they fund. Legis
lation should be passed banning the export 
of U.S. and European toxic wastes. Contin
ued pressure should be maintained on South 
Africa to dismantle apartheid. Peace should 
be promoted by restricting the international 
arms trade and .strengthening the U.N. and 
regional bodies committed to resolving con
flicts without bloodshed. 
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Called Anything But a Child of GOD 
Negative Stereotyping Perpetuates Society's View of Young Black Males as the 
Nation's Throw-Aways Instead of an Important Resource 

By Jewelle Taylor Gibbs 

The mass media have exhibited an 
appalling degree of distortion, bias, and in-
sensitivity in promoting negative stereotypes 
and misconceptions about young black males 
and in failing to present a more balanced 
picture of poverty, crime, drug use, and 
social dysfunction in America. Collectively 
these misconceptions and stereotypes have 
assumed a life of their own and have been 
elevated to the status of revealed truth. 

What might be called "the five D's" 
have commonly been used to describe young 
black men: Deviant, Disturbed, Delinquent, 
Disadvantaged, and Dumb. These images 
reinforce the long-held views of many that 
young black males are somehow less than 
human providing educators, politicians, and 
business executives with a justification to 
ignore their problems, dismiss their needs, 
and blame them for a host of ills afflicting 
American society. 

Black youth are more likely than 
their white peers to he born into poverty and 
spend their childhood growing up in a poor 
family, to be "pushed out" of school by 
underpaid and overworked teachers, to be 
last-hired and first-fired by discriminatory 
employers, to be victims of police harass
ment and brutality, to be unable to support a 
family, and to live in an inner-city ghetto 
exposed to the culture of drugs and violence. 
These conditions are statistical realities. But 
they have been frequently exaggerated to 
create a misleading portrait of all black males. 

Perpetuating these stereotypes does 
not come without costs. No society can af
ford to throw away one-fifth of its youth by 
denying them opportunities, warehousing 
them in prisons, or dooming them to perma
nent dependency as a quasi-caste of surplus 
labor. Such reactionary solutions will inevi
tably result in more urban decay, higher 
costs for welfare, more social pathology, 

increased racial polarization, and 
unendurable levels of community violence. 

It is necessary to challenge these 
stereotypes. A more balanced view of young 
black males is needed, because public per
ceptions of this group significantly affect the 
public policies and programs that touch their 
lives. Here are some of the most damaging 
misconceptions and stereotypes. 

We Can't Educate Them 

The media foster the myth that black 
males are dropping out of high school in 
ever-increasing numbers but the figures of
ten cited—of 40 to 60 percent high school 
drop-out rates for black males—are mis
leading. Actually, the national high school 
drop-out rate for young black males has 
steadily decreased since 1960, and high 
school completion rates have improved dra
matically. In 1970, only 54.8 percent of 
black males between the ages of 18 and 24 
had completed high school, but in 1989 over 
72 percent had achieved this goal. 

High drop-outrates do occur, need
less to say, primarily in some 
hypersegregated, low-income inner-city 
neighborhoods in major metropolitan areas. 
But even these ghetto rates may be inflated, 
because they do not take into account stu
dents who move or transfer to other schools. 
Orthose whoobtain their G.E.D. High school 
equivalency certificates by age 24. 

According to recent annual reports 
from the American Council on Education, 
not only are black males completing high 
school at higher rates than before but they 
are performing better on standardized 
achievement tests. These improvements have 
occurred in spite of the inequitable treatment 
received in public school systems. For ex
ample, in many urban areas black males are 

twice as likely as whites to be labelled men
tally retarded (often erroneously), to be physi
cally punished, or to be suspended orpushed 
out by school authorities for infractions simi
lar to those committed by white students. 

Despite the improvements in high 
school graduation rates and test scores, the 
percentage of young black males entering 
and graduating from college has declined 
since the mid-1970s, primarily due to the 
cutbacks in financial aid, the decrease in 
academic support services, and the increase 
in racial tensions on college campuses. Ironi
cally, with all the budgetary constraints to
day, expenditures on prisons are one of the 
few items that federal, state, and local gov
ernments continue to increase. 

Why Don't They Get Jobs? 

The popular belief that many young 
black males are not working because they 
are lazy or unmotivated is cruel and false. 
The real reasons why unemployment rates 
among young black men actively seeking 
work have nearly tripled over the last 30 
years are: (1) the nation's economy has shifted 
from primarily manufacturing- and agricul
ture to high technology, providing fewer 
unskilled and semiskilled jobs for youth; (2) 
jobs have moved out of the industrial cities 
of the North and Midwest (where there are 
large concentrations of blacks) and into the 
suburbs and Sunbelt states; (3) black youth 
are competing with other minority youth, 
immigrants, and women who are entering 
the labor force at accelerated rates and who 
are often viewed as less troublesome em
ployees- and (4) low-income black youth in 
inner-cities usually do not have the transpor
tation needed to reach jobs in the suburbs or 
the mobility to follow the expansion of eco
nomic opportunities in the Sunbelt and the 
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West. 
In addition, one cannot minimize 

the continuing problem of job discrimina
tion, which has been amply documentated. 
A 1990 Urban Institute study, which fol
lowed equally qualified young adult black 
and white males seeking jobs in Washing
ton, D.C. , and Chicago, clearly demonstrated 
a pattern of employer discrimination against 
the black applicants. And an ABC television 
documentary aired last September graphi
cally portrayed the discriminatory treatment 
of young black males in job interviews, 
apartment rentals, retail stores, and even in 
buying a car. 

Black Males Are Lost to Drugs 

The image of the black male as 
drug addict or drug dealer pervades the 
American media. This stereotype grossly 
misrepresents the actual incidence of drug 
use by black youth, and it illustrates the 
hypocrisy of a society that views substance 
abuse by blacks and whites differently. Film 
and television generally depict the drug prob
lem as having a black face, but according to 

figures from the National Institute of Drug 
Abuse, whites account for 80 percent and 
blacks for 20 percent of overall illicit drug 
use. While "crack" has been widely publi
cized as an inner-city problem, cocaine was 
popularized in the 1970s as a white middle-
class recreational drug, glamorized by Hol
lywood celebrities and purchased by Wall 
Street stock brokers and suburban yuppies. 

Blacks Are Killing Each Other Off 

Some observers have erroneously 
claimed that black males would live just as 
long as white males if homicide rates among 
young blacks were not so high. It is true that 
homicide is the leading cause of death for 
young black males. But the mortality rate of 
young black men from a number of diseases 
is also higher than for any other subgroup. It 
is surely an indictment of our nation's health 
care system that thousands of black males 
die prematurely every year from causes such 
as childhood asthma, diabetes, hyperten
sion, and cardiovascular attacks. 

Some of these conditions are asso
ciated with poverty or stress, others with diet 

or life-style, but practically all can be pre
vented or treated if detected early enough, 
provided that people have access to health 
care, good nutrition, and less stressful envi
ronments. The tragic reality is that black 
males in Harlem today have a shorter life 
expectancy than men living in rural areas of 
Bangladesh, one of the world's 
poorest countries. 

Low-income black youth are more 
exposed than other young people to pollu
tion, lead poisoning, unsafe schools, and 
violent neighborhoods. Added to these daily 
hazards are the recent increases in tubercu
losis. sexually transmitted diseases, and 
AIDS. If these same health problems were 
decimating the population of white males in 
their prime, one wonders whether our gov
ernment would not be more aggressive in 
developing comprehensive programs of pre
vention, early intervention, and treatment. 

Lock 'Em All Up 

The theme of young black males as 
a criminal menace is a mainstay of popular 
film, TV fiction, and documentaries as well 
as news stories in the print and electronic 
media. In 1990. criminal justice authorities 
released the alarming statistic that nearly 
one of every four black males ages 20 to 29 
was involved in the criminal justice system, 
in jail, on probation, or on parole. Although 
some critics have questioned the accuracy of 
these figures. One very important statistic 
has gone unnoticed in the debate: Three of 
every four young adult black males are not 
involved in criminal behavior. Moreover, 
juvenile justice experts have pointed out that 
black youth tend to be arrested, booked, 
convicted, and incarcerated at higher rates 

Continued on Next Page > 
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Continued 
than white youth who are committing simi
lar crimes. 

The brutal beating last year of 
Rodney King by Los Angeles police illus
trates the criminal justice system's differen
tial treatment of young black men. They are 
often assumed to be guilty of an offense 
until proven innocent. 

While white youth are often re
leased to their parents on their first-non-
felony offenses, black youth are more likely 
to be processed through the juvenile justice 
system. Their detention records not only 
label them as delinquent but also increase 
the probability that their opportunities for 
educational and economic advancement will 
be substantially reduced and that they will 
learn more serious criminal behavior while 
incarcerated. 

Blacks' Problems Are Unique 
To The U.S. 

The idea that problems of young 
black males and their inability to assimilate 
into society are unique to the United States 
is fallacious. Recent political and ethno
graphic studies of Great Britain and West-
em Europe demonstrate that non-white and 
ethnic minority immigrants have high rates 
of poverty and that their youth exhibit pat
terns of social dysfunction similar to those 
of blacks in the United States. This is true of 
West Indians and Pakistanis in England, of 
Arabs living in France, of Indonesians in 
Holland, and of Turks in Germany. 

As the populations of these ra

cially and culturally distinctive minority 
groups have grown in Western Europe, they 
have inevitably become the victims of rac
ism, classicism, and nationalism at the hands 
of white majorities. These European brands 
of racism are played out against 
backgrounds of economic competition, so
cial tensions, and cultural clashes. Similarly, 
after 370 years of ancestral settlement in this 
country, even middle-class blacks have not 
been fully assimilated due to the deep-seated 
racial antagonisms that have served to justify 
and maintain racially separate schools, jobs, 
and housing. 

The Status Quo Is Costly 

In order to change the stereotypes 
about young black males, it will be necessary 
to change the conditions of their lives and 
reduce the poverty of their families. Govern-
mentatalllevelsmuststimulatetheeconomy 
to create meaningful job opportunities for 
youth, rebuild and rehabilitate our inner cit
ies to create viable communities, and pro
vide the leadership to resolve the racial and 
social class tensions that threaten the stabil
ity and security of this nation. All Americans 
should be guaranteed the right to decent 
housing and affordable health care, the avail
ability of safe and effective schools, and the 
opportunity for productive roles in the labor 
force. 

Our society will pay a heavy cost if 
it fails to improve the quality of life for its 
young black citizens. Demographic trends 
clearly show that by the year 2000, blacks 

and other non-white youth will constitute at 
least one-third of the young adult entrants to 
the labor force. Educators, economists, and 
business leaders are beginning to realize the 
enormous impact this changing population 
will have on the economy. 

By the beginning of the 21st cen
tury, if black males and other minority youth 
do not represent a healthy and well educated 
segment of the society able to perform the 
technical, skilled, and professional jobs of 
the future, this country will surely lose its 
competitive edge to the industrialized na
tions of Europe and Asia. Moreover, if the 
gap between rich whites and poor non-whites 
continues to grow, the American economy 
will be further burdened by the escalating 
costs of unemployment, welfare dependency, 
crime, and massive social problems. 
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Back Family Pledge 

Because we have forgotten our ancestors, our children no longer 
give us honor. 

Because we have lost the path our ancestors cleared, kneeling in 
perilous undergrowth, our children cannot find their way. 

Because we have banished the God of our ancestors, our children 
cannot pray. 

Because the old wails of our ancestors have faded beyond our 
hearing, our children cannot hear us crying. 

Because we have abandoned our wisdom of mothering and father
ing, our befuddled children give birth to children they neither want nor 
understand. 

Because we have forgotten how to love, the adversary is within our 
gates, and holds us up to the mirror of the world, shouting, "Regard the 
loveless." 

Therefore we pledge to bind ourselves again to one another; 
To embrace our lowliest, 
To keep company with our loneliest, 
To educate our illiterate, 
To feed our starving, 
To clothe our ragged, 
To do all good things, Knowing that we are more than keepers of our 

brothers and sisters. We are our brothers and sisters. 
In honor of those who toiled and implored God with golden tongues, 

and in gratitude to the same God who brought us out of hopeless 
desolation. 
We make this pledge. 

Dr. Maya Angelou 
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Paul Robeson's Battle for a Passport 

He was a young man on his way, 
the late Alex Woollcott once wrote in an 
article about Paul Robeson. "He did not 
know where he was going. But I never saw 
anyone so quietly conscious that he was 
going somewhere." 

Paul Robeson had gone far, far 
indeed as an accomplished actor and singer, 
but as his popularity and renown grew, so 
did his political awareness and understand
ing of the situation of black citizens here and 
abroad. His dedication and devotion to his 
and his wife's beliefs lead to his physical 
"going somewhere" coming to abrupt halt in 
1950. The State Department canceled his 
passport, and so began Paul Robeson' s eight 
year struggle to repair it through battling 
political and social prejudice. 

Robeson's sympathizing with com
munist ideals and his refusal to buckle under 
to the McCarthy "Witch Hunt" pressure lead 
to his being blacklisted as a performer. His 
books disappeared from library shelves and 
concert doors were slammed shut in his face. 
The crowning blow was the cancellation of 
his passport in 1950. He was now banned 
from performing abroad and unable to per
form in his home country. During the 
McCarthy years, Robeson saw his income 
plum met from $150,000 annually to $3,000. 
Of course, the State Department would not 
have engaged in such un-American activi
ties and Robeson would have been forgiven 
if he had only denied his high regard for the 
Soviet Union or the New China and altered 
his convictions to suit the witch-hunters. 
B ut, as Robeson explained: "I was not raised 
that way and neither promise of gain nor the 
threat of loss has ever moved me from my 
firm conviction." 

Robeson believed that he was the 
victim of this government persecution and 
harassment because of his fight for the rights 
of his people. "The main charge against me 
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has centered upon my remarks at the World 
Peace Conference held in Paris in 1949", 
wrote Robeson, "and what I said on that 
occasion has been distorted and misquoted 
in such a way as to impugn my character as 
a loyal American citizen...I am born and 
bred in this America of ours. I want to love 
it. I love part of it. But it's up to the rest of 
America when I shall love it wit the same 
intensity that I love the Negro people from 
whom I spring..." 

Robeson's belief of governmental 
prejudice was confirmed in a 1952 brief 
which the State Department submitted to a 
Court of Appeals hearing on his passport. 
"Even it the complaint had alleged, which it 
does not, that the passport was cancelled 
solely because of the applicant's recognized 
status as spokesman for large sections of 
Negro Americans, we submit that this would 
not amount to an abuse of discretion in the 
view of appellant's frank admission that he 
has been for years extremely active politi
cally in behalf of independence of the colo
nial people of Africa." 

The Court of Appeals threw out the 
case on the grounds that it had no iurisdic-

tion in the case. It was an incredible and 
exhausting uphill battle: one man against an 
entire society and government, but it would 
not shake Robeson's outspoken dedication 
to his cause. "And why do they take my 
passport away? They have said so in a case. 
They put it in a brief. They said that no 
matter what my political beliefs, what my 
standing among the Negro people of my 
own land in America, but they would have to 
take my passport away anyhow, because out 
of my own lips...for many years, I have been 
struggling for the independence of the colo
nial peoples of Africa. And that is meddling 
in the foreign affairs of the United States 
government. Now that's just too bad, 'cause 
I'm going to have to continue to meddle." 

Robeson applied for passports in 
1950,1952,1953,1954, and 1955. In 1956, 
he appealed the State Departments denial of 
his passport to the United States Supreme 
Court, but the court turned down his appeal. 
But in 1958, the S upreme Court (in the Dent-
Briehl decision) ruled that the travel of 
Americans cannot be restricted because of 
political views. Finally, Paul Robeson was 
granted his passport, after which he went 
abroad until 1963. 

Paul Robeson's fight for a passport 
was not only a personal struggle (and vic
tory) for his freedom to travel, speak, and 
earn a livelihood, but also a fight to increase 
the world's awareness and help change the 
position of his fellow blacks. 
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Diversify The Curriculum 
By Rashawn Adams 

How would a white student react if 
he was in an African-American History 
course, and he or she was the only person 
with European ancestors? He or she would 
know how many blacks and minorities feel 
when in a course such as Western Civiliza
tion. (A course that deals with the accom
plishments of only European white males.) 
T.S.C. has other courses besides Western 
Civilization that center around European 
contributions. The core curriculum is ex
tremely Eurocentric. I believe all people 
really want is to feel good about themselves. 
If one is to fully understand their fellow man, 
one must fully understand themselves. What 
T.S.C. needs is a change in the curriculum. 

Why should the curriculum be 
changed? To standby T.S.C. adopted theme 
of "Cultural Diversity". If we (Trenton State 
College) have a community of different cul-
tures then if is only right to have a curricu

lum that is diversified. Also, the curriculum 
change will provided students with equal 
insight to others achievements outside our 
individual ethnic background. Finally, it is 
important to broaden our educational knowl
edge. 

What will result from the change? 
It will simply, give a clear knowledge of self 
to those of diverse groups, because it's im
portant to have positive self esteem. When 
should this be implemented? Realistically, I 
know what I am asking sound drastic, how
ever this is a drastic issue. Hopefully with in 
the next year with help of others that feel the 
same as I do. T.S.C. is trying to improve the 
curriculum, but the changes are very small. 
It's similar to giving a hungry baby a empty 
bottle. You give it to the baby just so it will 
stop crying. Until the baby realize that their 
is no substance in it. 

The last question I pose is why not 

keep the curriculum the old way? We as 
students will enter a world that does not 
revolve around people just like ourselves. In 
hoping we are able to interact socially, and 
financially with others we must be educated 
about others. Knowing ourselves won't be 
enough. "Education is our passport to the 
future". While attending T.S.C. I hope my 
passport will be stamped with the knowl
edge of others as well knowledge of myself. 
I want to be totally prepared for the future. I 
do not want to be concerned about my edu
cation leading me into obstacles that I can 
not handle. 
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A Not So Fairy Tale Or: 
A Recipe For The Oppressed 

by Joyce-Patryce Clark 

Once upon a time, about two hundred years ago, America decided to bake a cake. The tasty ingrediates she used were, prejudi 
discrimination, ignorance, inhumanity, trickery, and deceit. The spicy additives used were, true identity and character. The cake pan us 
was my Africian ancestors. The directions read as follows: 

Combine trickery and deceit to get the Africians on the ships. 
Stir vigorously, for the purpose of confusion. 
Add inhumanity; amass on the ships as if garbage were being transported. 
Beat down character until true identity has completely disappeared 
Mix in prejudice and discriminate against. 
Bake in the oven of ignorance for two hundred plus years; or until done. 

The cake burnt many years ago; however, wasn't taken completely out of the oven. For ignorance, the vice most crippling to o 
mentality was most effective in making the bake successful. 

Meanwhile, back in the kitchen, America needed an icing for her cake. Taking into consideration the ingredients used in thecal; 
America felt an icing of the same caliber was necessary. So she searched and searched in the cupboard of oppression. She finally select; 
"Psychological Rip-Off," from the makers of Divide and Conquer. The ingredients she used were; fear, betrayal, separation, and fal 
promises. The additives, used in large quantities, were denial and brainwashing. The directions read as follows: 

For best results and total confusion; hold in bondage and instill fear. 
Separate families; therefore severing unity, therefore assuaging strength. 
Offer false promises and betray to great lengths. 
Deny freedom, deny dignity, deny self-respect, deny heritage. 
Convince of worthlessness. 
Finally, but most importantly, brainwash into believing that all must endure 
these conditions in order to survive. 

Ignorance has played an effective role in America's dehumanizing bake. However, the star of the show would have to be th 
systematic, indoctrinated mind game that we've been subjected to for two hundred plus, years. 

We went from no education to miseducation. To intensify her mind game however, America told us we were receiving' quality 
education. But I can find no quality in discrediting a heritage of people; which is basically all that America has taught us. America ma 
have taught us a lot but never anything really beneficial to our culture and as a result miseducation exists. 

I would classify America s education as quantity education. For if quality education is to exist, what is learned must tak 
precedence over how much is learned. 

America has had her cake and eaten it, too, for long enough. We've got to stand up, reach out together, and collectively take ou 
piece of the rock; because apparently America is not going to give it to us. If further proof is needed of this, go outside and check on you 
forty acres and your mule. 

We'd better wake up before our ignorance and sufferance kill us mentally, while our infatuation for the finer things in life kill u| 
physically, when what could beany finer than freedom. Before another government program to aid Blacks and minorities fails, convincing 
me that the government is racist controlled and our best interests aren't really being considered. 

We can t wait any longer for America to give us what's rightfully ours. Because in spite of what she may tell us she's given ui 
nothing in comparison to what she's taken. We can't give up. We must hold tightly to the reins of freedom. For "We Shall Overcome" ij 
a dream I can t relinquish as I live one day at a time, suppressing the urge to scream; knowing, that our painfully, tragic pasts can be surpassed 
by extremely revolutionary futures so that we may all live proudly ever after. 



Hip Vs. Smart 

Hip is transitory. Smart endures. Hip is 
defined by others. Smart is defined by intel
ligence. Hip is only for the moment. Smart is 
timeless. Hip is driven by trends. Smart is 
driven by performance. Hip is perpetually 
looking over your shoulder. Smart is making 
your own decisions. Hip is mango-chestnut 
gelati. Smart is chocolate ice cream. Hip is 
often difficult to define . Smart is always 
logically defensible. Hip is flash. Smart is 
substance. Hip is something that looks cool. 
Smart is something that works. Hip talks the 
talk. Smart walks the walk. Hip gets you a 
$300 a week cocaine habit. Smart gets you a 
big raise and the corner office. 

I > ^ • : J 
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George Jackson: Portrait of a 
Revolutionary 

By Delee Owens 

George Jackson was born in Chi
cago, Illinois, in 1941. Growing up in the 
ghetto, he had been in rebellion all his life. 
His rebellion resulted in crime. At fourteen 
he experienced his first encounter with the 
law when he was arrested for stealing a 
purse. After that he was arrested many times, 
and was in and out of juvenile homes. At 
eighteen he was convicted of robbing a gas 
station of $70.00. He was sentenced one year 
to life. 

In prison Jacksonmet Marx,Lenin, 
Fanon, DuBois, Trosky, Nyere, Engles and 
Mao Tse Tung through his studying. This 
was a turning point in his life for they changed 
his criminal mind over to a revolutionary 
mind. He realized that the reason he and 
many other inmates stole was because they 
were poor. They were rebelling against 
society because of their economic situa
tions. Jackson came to believe that prisons 
were for people who rebel against society. 

Jackson spent eleven years in 
prison, and a total of over seven and one half 
years were spent in solitary confinement. 
His first four years were spent studying 
Economics and Military ideas. He devel
oped an in-depth understanding of politics 
and social change. As a result of this knowl
edge, he wrote two books: Soledad Brothers 
and Blood in Mv Eve, in order to expose to 
the masses the truth of American Society. 
Jackson had realized that America must be 
brought to it's knees in order to end its 
racism. He also felt that the most advanced 
form of fascism is in America. Typing on a 
plalitic typewriter, Jackson published pa
pers on prison life and Marxist politics and 
passed them out to the other prisoners in 
order to organize and educate them. He 
taught them to defend themselves against 
terrorism, injustice, and segregation, forpris-
ons are the mirrors of society. Jackson felt 

that there was a need to transform the crimi
nal mind into a revolutionary mind. 

To be a man of social change in 
prison meant that parole would be denied 
because there could be no way for him to 
keep quiet once out of prison. In an attempt 
to break Jackson's spirit, prison authorities 
placed him in solitary confinement. In 
Soledad Brothers he speaks of spending a 
year and a half in solitary confinement with
out conversing with another person. During 
these times he read to keep his sanity. He had 
become a successful organizer and therefore 
was a dangerous threat to prison authorities. 
They were so afraid of George that many 
prisoners seen giving him the Black Power 
salute were also placed in solitary confine
ment. When prison authorities realized they 
could not break his spirit they tried to have 
him murdered by other inmates. There had 
been twenty attempts on his life. 

On Jan. 13, 1970 a fight began 
between eight Whites and seven Blacks in a 
new exercise yard in the maximum security 
wing of Soledad prison. Without warning, a 
tower guard, known for being an expert 
marksman fired four times into the crowd of 
fighting men. Three Black inmates were 
killed and one white inmate was injured. 
One of the three inmate killed bled to death. 
A few days later the Monterey County Grand 
Jury decided that the murders were justifi
able homicide. About a half an hour after the 
prisoners learned 
of the verdict a guard, John Mills, had been 
found beaten to death. On Feb. 28, Fleeta 
Drumgo, John Clutchette, and Jackson the 
Soledad Brothers" were charged with the 

murder. 

George and his younger brother 
Jonathan, (who was seventeen) were very 
close to each other. After the Soledad Broth
ers were charged with the murder of John 

Mills, Jonathan devoted his life to freeing | 
them. He was so obsessed with the case that j 
he felt there was no difference between his 
brother's fate and his own. He knew his 1 

brother's life was in jeopardy. On Aug. 7, 1 

1970 at 10:45, Jonathan entered the Marion 
County Courthouse, where prisoner John 
McClain from San Quentin was defending 
himself against assault charges, and an
nounced, "All right gentlemen, hold it right 
there. I'm taking over now." He was carry
ing a .380 Browning automatic pistol. 
Jonathan gave the pistol to McClain and 
pulled out a .30 caliber carbine rifle from 
under his coat for himself. McClain took a 
sawed off 12 gauge shotgun and taped it to 
Judge Harold Haley's neck. They then took 
the gun from the courtroom guards and or
dered District Attorney Gary Thomas to 
come with them. They also took three jurors 
with them. McClain had Judge Haley call 
the Marion County Sheriff. James Montanas 
and tell him the courtroom had been taken 
over, that they did not want to hurt the 
hostages, and they wanted to be able to leave 
the courtroom in return for the hostage s 
safety. They also demanded the release of 
the Solidad Brothers by noon. Jonathan, 
McClain and William Christmas lead the 
hostages to a rented Hertz van. They neur 
got out of the courthouse parking lot. The 
Marion County police plus reinforcements 
set up a road block and shot the van lull ot 
bullets for nineteen seconds. As a result ot 
this, Jonathan, McClain, Christmas and Judge 
Haley were all dead. Ruchell Magee was 
seriously injured, D.A. Powers was para 
lyzed for life, and the jurors were not injure 
seriously. Thepolice sacrificed Judge Hale;, 
D.A. Powers and possibly the jurors in order 
to kill Jonathan, Christmas, and McClain. 
Jonathan Jackson forced the system to a 
pose to the people how it actually wor s. 
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Murdering Black revolutionaries was more 
important than keeping Judges, D.A.'s and 
jurors alive. 

The Soledad brothers were moved 
to San Quentin prison in order to have an 
opportunity to receive a fair trial. The State 
of California was worried about the Soledad 
Brothers coming to trial. They needed the 
trial to pacify the guards. But, they were 
worried that the trial might backfire on them 
and be successful for the revolutionaries. 
The system would be placed on trial in the 
brothers defense. The trial could have brought 
on a national focus on prisons. Also Jackson's 
sentence of one year to life for stealing 
seventy dollars would have caused a lot of 
questioning. It was important to the State of 
California for J ackson not to receive a public 
trial. 

According to the prison authorities 
report on Aug. 21,1971 Jackson was visited 
by Stephen Bingham an attorney. During the 
visit Bingham left Jackson's cell leaving his 
briefcase and tape-recorder to get a pack of 
cigarettes. After the visit Jackson was taken 
back to the maximum security unit where he 
and twenty six other prisoners were con
fined. When he entered the unit a guard 
noticed something in his hair, thinking it was 
a pencil. Jackson was suppose to have pulled 
a gun from his hair, loaded it with a clip of 
bullets, and said, "This is it!"!" Jackson 
either forced the guard to open the other 
prisoner's cells or took the key and opened 
them himself. The prisoners began to flee 
from their cells and attack the guards with 
razor blades taped to tooth brushes. Three 
guards were killed, one injured, and tow 
inmates were killed. One of the guards was 
reported to have been shot by Jackson. An
other guard sounded the alarm and a group 
ol armed guards rushed to the unit. Jackson 
and another prisoner Spain, ran for the wall, 
the other prisoners stayed in the unit. Jack
son was shot and killed as he came toward a 
gun tower. 

There had been a lot of controversy 

on the truth of the prison's report of his 
death. 
1. It took the prison authorities three days to 
come up with the story of what happened. 
2. The Chronicle ran an article titled "Pistol 
and Wig Experiment" saying that it was 
impossible for an Austra M-600 9mm gun 8 
1/8 inches long and 1 1/4 inches thick to be 
hidden under a wig without it being very 
conspicuous. 
3. The pathologist who performed an 
autopsy on Jackson changed his report a 
month later stating that the bullet entered his 
skull and traveled down the neck and exited 
through his back when he had previously 
said that the bullet entered his back and 
traveled up to the brain and exited through 
its skull. John Clutchette was quoted as 
saying that George was shot in the back, and 
when he didn't die they walked up to him 
and shot him in the head. After Jackson's 
death the Soledad Brothers were acquitted 
of the murder of John Mills. 

George Jackson's life played an 
important role in the liberation struggle for 
our people and others who are victims of 
America's capitalist society. (A society 
where everything is controlled by the rich, 
while we are told that it is a free country. A 
society whose big businesses and industries 
hire people to make enormous profits for 
them and pays its workers enough so that 
they will return the next day). His life shows 
us (as well as the lives of Denmark Vessey; 
Nat T urner, Martin L. King, Malcolm X and 
Medgar Evers) what happens when one takes 
a stand to cease the inhumanity and orga
nized racism of the system we live in today. 
It warns and prepares us for what we are up 
against. His life is an example of total devo
tion to revolutionary change. He lived to 
correct the American System. 

"Thefascists, it seems, have a stan
dardly.0. for dealing with the lower classes. 
Actually oppressive power throughout his
tory has used it. They turn a man against 
himself-think of all the innocent things that 

make us feel good, but that make some of us 
also feel guilty. Think of how the people of 
lower classes weigh themselves against the 
men who rule. Consider the con going 
through the courts on a capital offense who 
supports capital punishment... Blacks em
brace capitalism, the most unnatural and 
outstanding example of man against himself 
that history can offer. After the Civil War, 
the form of slavery changed from chattel to 
economic slavery, and we were thrown to 
the labor market to compete at a disadvan
tage with poor whites. Ever since that time, 
our principal enemy must be isolated and 
identifiedas capitalism.The slave ownerwas 
and is the factory owner, the businessman of 
capitalist America, the man responsible for 
employment, wages, prices, control of the 
nations institutions and culture. It was the 
capitalist infrastructure of Europe and the 
U.S. which was responsible for the rape of 
Africa and Asia. Capitalism murdered those 
30 million in the Congo. Believe me, the 
European and Anglo-American capitalist 
would never have wasted the ball and pow
der were it not for the profit principle... It was 
the profit motive that built the tenement 
house and the city project. Profit and 1088 
prevents repairs and maintenance. Free en
terprise brought the monopolistic chain store 
into the neighborhood. The concept of pri
vate ownership of facilities that the people 
need to exist brought the legions of 
hipshooling, brainless pigs down upon our 
heads, our homes, our streets. They're there 
to protect the entrepreneur! ! His chain 
store, and his property that you are renting, 
his bank. If the entrepreneur decides that he 
no longer wants to sell you food, let's say, 
because the Yankee dollar that we value so 
dearly has suddenly lost its last thirty cents 
of purchasing power, private ownership 
means that the only way many of the people 
will eat is to break the law." 
Personal letter from George Jackson to 
Fay Stender, April 4,1970. 
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Dis-spelling The Myth of Poverty of African 
Countries 

By Stacy Holland 

Once again, the Motherland has 
been depicted in a negative and pessimistic 
view point. The economic situation of Af
rica, on the surface is unsound, however 
upon closer evaluation, Africa possesses a 
wealth that is equivalent with its rich cultural 
resources. This premise raises a vital ques
tion. Who has been the interpreter of the 
African influence in the world, economi
cally and culturally? The western world has 
once again, been successful in hiding all of 
the facts, in reference to the African influ
ence in the world economy. 

As Westerners, we tend to view the 
rest of the world through egotistical eyes. By 
this, I mean that we impose our standard of 
wealth upon less-developed nations. Any 
country which fails to measure up economi
cally, is labeled as poor. This, in many cases, 
is an inaccurate assessment. In terms of 
economic variables, a country may seem to 
be failing. Non-economic factors, however 
play a vital role in the interpretations of 
one's economic standing. 

Non-economic standards consist of 
cultural influences, governmentpolicies and 
most importantly, government regimes. Af
rican countries have a vast amount of wealth. 
The African agricultural industry produces 
one-third of the continents total economic 
output. Africa also, possesses 14% of the 
cattle population. Africa produces 40% of 
the world's hydraulic power. These factors 
and more are booster the economic outlook. 
But without effective, ethnocentric govern
ment leaders, these factors are valueless. An 
ethnocentric leader is one that acts with the 
best interest of his country and its citizens in 
mind. 

Herein, lies that reasoning of the 
current stagnant economic position of Afri
can countries. The governments of these 
nations are in-effective and full of mis-man

agement. The absence of capitalist entrepre-
neurship create gap in the economy. For 
example, Mozambique, has a GNP (Gross 
National Product) of $1.1 billion. However, 
it only exports 9% of its GNP earnings, but 
imports 65% of its GNP. The most appalling 
figure in this analysis is the GNP per capita. 
The average citizen earns $319.00 per year. 
What is happening to the vast earnings of 
this nation? Since, it is definitely, not being 
passed on to the majority citizens in the 
country. This imbalance, implies a definite 
mis-management problem. 

Let us examine the South African 
economy. South African in 1991, reported a 
GNP of $85.9 billion. Its imports are $17.4 
billion, which is 20% of the GNP and it 
exported $23.6 billion, which amounted to 
27% of the GNP. The exclusive South Afri
can diamond industry is one of the world 
suppliers. The GNP per capita income hov
ers around $2,460. This implies that the 
average citizen earns only a minute faction 
of the economy. This is attributed to the 
severe unequal social structure and the 10% 
domination of the entire economies wealth 
by the white population. Once again, evi
dence of the sheer mis-management by the 
politicians. 
Here is the main scoop. How can two eco
nomically sound, international trading coun
tries, be depicted as poverty stricken? A 
proportion of the population may be consid
ered as earning under the GNP per capita 
figure. This is evident in every economy in 
the world, so that cannot be considered a true 
determinant. We have to consider the social 
and cultural environment at this point and 
what is considered acceptable. More impor
tantly is the evaluation of the currency. The 
currency may be strong and therefore, is 
looked upon as favorable in the international 
and domestic market place. In my opinion, 

the main factor in the negative image of the 
African economy is carried over from the 
rebellion in society to reject any positive 
influences made by African. 

The motivation for investigating 
this topic was derived from my classroom 
experience. While pursuing my business 
studies, I have researched several opportuni
ties in the African economy. Even though, I 
am a novice and I have limited knowledge, 
the research I have conducted revealed one 
thing. The economic community views the 
African market with unfounded distill. The 
market is considered to be poor with no 
possible business opportunities available 
now or in the immediate future. 

Any less-developed country, will 
be considered with apprehension. However, 
each cf these markets have something to 
offer, whether it be the inexpensive labor, 
the presence of natural resources or the pres
ence technological developments. Africa is 
classified as a pre-industrial country. All ot 
Africa produces only 1 % of worldwide pro
duction. This classifies the African market 
as a less developed country (LDC). LDC s 
offer opportunitistic advantages for capital 
intensive firms. Also, LDC's are less likely 
to impose entry barriers, which are to the 
advantage of the investor. 

Once the opportunities of the Afri
can market become evident, the economy 
will prosper. This is contingent upon gov
ernmental reforms, which is the case ol 
South Africa. These reforms are takingplace 
now. The egotistical view point of the Amen 
can business community has got to change. 
If we do not drop these stereotypes of the 
African economy, when Africa passes into 
the next advantageous economic evolution, 
we are going to be left out of lucrative 
investment opportunities. Onceagain, lett K 
play catch up with foreign competitors. 



The Choice is Yours Or Is IT? 
by Markell Nottingham 

Imagine, someone comes up to you 
and offers you their hand. What do you do? 
Well, presumably, you will offer them your 
hand in a form of greeting that is practiced by 
many people. If the person holds out their 
hand to you; most likely, you will grip their 
hand with the same hand that is held out to 
you. In other words, you would stick your 
right hand out to their right hand, or would 
you? What is there to specify that you offer 
your right or your left hand? The preceding 
question has an answer that is strongly based 
on your culture. 

What does culture have to do with 
which hand you use to grip with? If you were 
Muslim, by culture, you would not likely be 
asking that question. Although many Black 
people who consider themselves Afrocentric 
will insist on the use of the right hand, the 
j»ue has nothing to do with Afrocentricity. 
a fact, there is a very simple reason behind 

• - practice. As stated previously, a person 
* 0 is Islamic would not question which 

and to use. In Islam it is taught that the left 
•stndbe used to clean yourself after you have 

expelled waste. Very simply, it is consid
ered to be quite unclean and disrespectful to 
grip someone's hand with the left hand. It 
makes sense if you consider that you might 
be reluctant to grip someone's hand if you 
knew it was the same hand they used to 
"wipe their butt." Excuse the crude termi
nology, but it seemed necessary to create an 
effective image. 

The importance of culture is a fac
tor in this issue. As a matter of practice, I 
tend to grip someone's hand with my right 
hand. However, this is more because I am 
right handed than for any other reason. There 
are some who will make an issue out of using 
their right hand to greet someone. This is 
fine as long as they know why they are doing 
it. As stated previously, itis not an Afrocentric 
issue, but a cultural issue. To continue the 
cultural idea, consider the fact that Islam 
also teaches that the right not be used for the 
purposes that make the left hand unworthy/ 
unclean for greeting. The point here is that 
European culture, of which American soci
ety is a derivative, does not make such 

distinctions. It follows from this idea that 
many people will very likely offer the hand 
that is used most often for whatever they do 
(left hand = left-handed, right hand = right-
handed). 

Consider this, most people in this 
country are not taught to use specific hands 
for specific functions. However, it is com
mon to use one hand for all functions. From 
this perspective, the question of which hand 
to use is a matter of choice, habit, or cultural 
motivation. Another thought to consider is 
this: WHICH HAND DOES THE PERSON 
YOU ARE GREETING USE TO CLEAN 
HIS/HERSELF AFTER THEY ARE DONE 
EXPELLING WASTE. Just for the record, I 
use my right hand for anything important,and 
personal hygiene is very important. So re
member, the next time someone offers you 
their hand for a grip: THE CHOICE IS 
YOURS... 
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Women in Islam 
by Stefanie X 

There seems to be a lot of myths 
and rumors going around about the women 
in the Nation of Islam. Sisters (and brothers) 
often question therole of the Muslim women 
in the mosques or at home. They admire and 
respect what we stand for, but are reluctant 
to join us because they do not understand our 
style of dress and therefore cannot adapt to 
it. Often sisters acquire preconceived no
tions about our way of life, which are in most 
cases false. As a result perspective sister 
members are turned off and stray away. 

Some of the most popular miscon
ceptions are Muslim women are subservient 
to their men or women in Islam are not 
considered equal to men. People question 
our ability to work, our style of dress, and the 
overall duty of a Muslim woman. As a Mus
lim woman in theNation I will try to clear up 
these misconceptions. 

First of all, Sisters who are inter
ested in the Nation of Islam need not worry 
about becoming slaves or indentured ser
vants to men. We are taught that a woman's 
duty is to take care of her husband, because 
we were created to be a helpmate. Your 
husband is also taught how he must care for 

you. He is not only required to care for you, 
but he will give you respect. Even though 
your husband is required to care for you 
there are certain financial matters he may not 
be able to handle alone. In the society we 
exist in now, it is impossible to live properly 
in a family with only one income. Therefore, 
women in the Nation of Islam are allowed to 
work to keep stability in the home. How
ever, the woman' s first priorities are the care 
of her husband, rearing of her children, main
taining of the home, and keeping an atmo
sphere of culture and refinement in the home. 
Naturally, with the home functioning prop
erly, the woman can develop spiritually and 
intellectually with the man. 

Lastly, the matter concerning our 
dress code. It is strictly designed to insure 
the safety, protection, and respect of the 
woman. Our bodies are to remain three-
fourths covered in the public and around 
men (except our husbands) to keep us from 
the lust of men. People generally show more 
respect for our women, because by covering 
our bodies we show that we respect our
selves. Our head covering symbolizes our 
submission to do the will of Allah (God) and 

are used to crown our wisdom. In showing 
that we are submitted to Allah (God) we are 
treated as so. 

In addition to being taught woman
hood and Islam we are educated on other 
essentials of being Blackwomen in America. 
We are taught the true knowledge of our 
history, we gain an abundant amount of 
wisdom and therefore we understand our
selves as a people. The women in theNation 
are also taught to be culturally refined. This 
knowledge is necessary because we are the 
Queens and the Mothers of our Black nation. 
I would like to invite all of the Blackwomen 
to Muhammad's Mosque #44 share in this 
knowledge designed for the mental, physi
cal and spiritual health of our people. 
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Quotable Quotes 

"If a man does not fancy my color, that is his business 
and I will not mettle with it. I shall have no trouble with 
this because, he lacks good taste." 

- John S. Rock 

"When the Whale's fight, the shrimp's die" 
- Korean Proverb 

"By Wisdom a house is built, and through understanding 
it is established, and through Knowledge its rooms are filled 
with rare and beautiful treasures." 

- Proverbs 24:3-4 

"Freedom is not given. It must be taken." 

- Booker T. Washington 

"If you have no confidence in self you are twice 
defeated in the race of life. With confidence you have won 
even before you have started." 

- Marcus Garvey 

"Education is our passport to the future, 
for tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare for it today." 

- Malcolm X 

"Conscience is An Open Wound: Only Truth Can Heal It." 
- Othman Dan Fodio 



African American History Month in Pictures 

Dr. Adib Shakir, President of 
Tougaloo College. 

James Farmer addresses the crowd 
at Opening Ceremonies. 

Maurice Col :man, keynote speaker 
of Solidarity Day 1992, talks to 
Marvin Adames. 
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African American History Month in Pictures 

Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu talks to the 
crowd. 

Michael Burton, chairperson of 
African American History Month 
1992 addresses the crowd. 

Mr. Robert Alston, addressed the 
crowd during an event. 
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A Few Infamous Quotes Compiled By 
Ted E. Bear 

For those of you who do not know me, I am Ted E. Bear, 
and I have been Utimme Umana's Spiritual Advisor for the past ten 
years. Seldom do I make an appearance in the magazine but since 
this is a special occasion (UU is 24 years old!) I thought I might say 
a few words. 

We often hear about the soul stirring and inspirational 
quotes by the likes of Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and many 
others. But how about those infamous quotes by racist pigs, 
scumbuckets and slime like John Wayne. Well I have put together 
a few quotes for your pleasure. These quotes help you realize that 
racism is alive and well, but in more of an overt nature. I must also 
tell you that these quotes were taken from a book What Thev Never 
Told You In History Class written by Indus Khamit- Kush. This is 
an excellent book and I recommend everyone go out and get a copy 
right after you read this article. Well read on. 

"I believe in White Supremacy until the Blacks are educated to a 
point of responsibility. I don't believe in giving authority and 
positions of leadership and judgement to irresponsible people." 

John Wayne, 
Interview in Playboy, May 1971 

"It's not that the dedication is less. In fact it's greater. They lack the 
intellectual capacity to succeed, and it's taking them down the 
tubes...one of the best things (slave traders) did for you was to drag 
your ancestors over here in chains." 

William K. Coors 
Adolph Coors Brewing Co. Reportedly told a group of minority 

business owners attending a seminar . 
(Jet Magazine April 19,1984) 

"I think people are afraid to speak out on the subject. White people 
have to have to have white heroes. I'll be truthful. I respect them , 
but I need white people. It's in me, and I think the Cavaliers have too 
many Blacks." 

Ted Stepien, 
Owner of the Cleveland Cavaliers 
(Professional Baseball Team) 
New York Times 
December 6,1982 

"America's Blacks could only marginally benefit from federal 
programs because Blacks are genetically inferior to Whites'." 

Richard Nixon 
New York Times 
December 11,1981 

I'll end this article with a positive quote by Macolm X. 
"Through all our endevors there will always be people who will 
think you are inferior because of the color of your skin. This 
does not bother me, for I fight to release the power of these fools. 
Let people think what they want, as long as they can't control 
you." 

Malcolm X 
Three days before his death in 1965 
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I AM A BLACK MAN 

The evidence of anthropology now 
suggests that I, the black man, am the 
original man, the first man to walk this 
vast imponderable earth. the black 
man, am an African, the exotic 
quintessence of a universal blackness. I 
have lost by force my land, my language, 
in a sense my life. I will seize it back, so 
help me. 

Toward that end, if necessary, I will 
crush the corners of the earth, and this 
world will surely tremble, until I, the black 
man, the first and original man, can arm 
in arm with my woman, erect among the 
peoples of the universe a new society, 
humane to its cultural core, out of which 
at long last will emerge, as night moves 
into day, the first truly human being that 
the world has ever known. 



Creative Expressions 

WHY 
I can not comprehend WHY does it hurt me so deeply? 
When I call you in the midnight hour and you don't 
want to talk to me. I don't belong to you but yet it 
grieves my very spirit. WHY do I long from the pit of 
my soul to hear your voice echoing threw the night. I 
watch the clock and wait until its time for me to dial 
your number just to hear your groggy voice reject me 
once more. Am I insane when I have a man who would 
leap to hear my voice in the midnight hour. WHY do I 
desire you? WHY do I long to hear your ever loving 
voice? WHY do you reject me? 

WHY? WHY? WHY? WHY? 

Natasha-Renee Hicks ElTlOtlOIlS 
As I lay here visions over shadow me. Your image 

is so clear and I truly want you to know how I feel about 
you but my emotions are uncertain. It can not be love 
because I have only knew you for a short amount of time 
I know its not lust because I crave for no one but my 
magical Artis. So what is this feeling I feel for you. I try 
to say its just a desire for a strong friend of the male 
gender and then I stop and think about it. I long to hear 
your voice deep in the night and can't rest properly until 
I have heard your voice that is not a proper friendship 
what do I do I am trapped by my emotions they wont free 
me. My soul is dying a slow death tell my Artis to come 
and save my soul and captivate my mind, and make me 
his for eternity. 
By 
Natasha-Renee Hicks 
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Creative expressions 

BETHANY, 

TELL ME, MY LADY, OF OUR LOVE 

A LOVE THAT WITHOUT YOU WOULD NEVER BE 

FOR THE GENTLE WIND DOES MOVE 

AS TIME SILENTLY, INVISIBLY 

CONCEALS MANY FEARS 

AND IF THOU SHOULD DEPART 

MY BROKEN HEART TEARS 

SO LET US NOT BE APART 

FOR WHENEVER THOU DOST GO AWAY 

YOU WILL BE WITH ME NIGHT AND DAY 

IN MY THOUGHTS, IN BED WHERE I LAY 

AND WHEREVER YOUR LOVE DOES STAY 

BY: DIEGO VIUDEZ 
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By 
Kim TVaub 



Creative Expressions 
What's Up ? 

What it be like between you and me? 
What you and me? You say. 

I saids youse knows what I be talkin' bout Are you 4 real? 
Do you really like me? 

Do you really want me? Well I's know you do, but do you want me for evermore? 
That's what I'm talkn' about. 

I think. Anyhow I do know that I am indeed 
interested in you man. You are a man; an old one. 
How old are you again? 26, 28? Let's be friends. 

I am but just a baby in this cruel world, you are at thee upper hand. 
Oh why can't you understand that I want you to be my man. 

Well, rolling partner, boyfriend, amigo, confident, and dare do I say one day - lover. 
I hate that word it sounds so sleazy, like that's thee only thing the two people do. 

Personally I like knock some boots. 
NO trust, NO commitment, NO honesty, NO BOOTS!!!!! Ah yeah ah yeah!!! Sike!!! 

Your right - confusion, confusion. I am living in confusion. 
No more Phylis Hyman 4 me, that's how I got into this mess in the first place. 

- Miss Jipped 

Admire 

As I watch you. I see the beauty of your soul over shadowing you. Your Ebony 
complexion so pure. Showing your Divine rule in our Motherland You are my King in our new 
home of America. Don't let this new home hold you back for what is rightfully yours. I can tell 
if we were in our Motherland Country. You would be a warrior because you fear nothing. 

No one would dare cross you or they would feel the wrath of your rule fall upon them. 
I admire you from a far because I wasn't honored to belong to you but you are still the King 
°f my heart. 

% 
Natasha-Renee Hicks 



Marcus Garvey founded this country's first major Black nationalist movement and was one of the first anti-
colonialist calling for "Africa for Africans" during the early 1920's. The Jamaican bom, Harlem based 
activist used military uniforms and pagentry to instill racial pride and raise money to build Black 
businesses, including a steamship line, for his back to Africa movement. Although he died in 1940 without 
realizing his dream, Garvey gave Blacks a new sense of dignity and power. 
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oh Africa 

oh Mother Africa, 

i 've left your arms and 

now feel the coldness of the snow, of the ground, 

i can no longer see: 

the sheen of blonde blinds me, 

. y  

am growing cold, so cold 

but still  in my heart 

is the warmth of your sun. 

oh Africa 

oh Mother Africa 

ins 
ramona 

hunt 



Creative expressions 

A Shopping Center I Grew To Hate. 

There they are, running back and forth, from store to 
store in their confused state while we stand motionless over 
them, watching their every move. 

Father, why do they seem so confused? I asked in an 
almost childlike voice, why? But to my surprise, he did not 
answer. From a great distance I noticed five women who 
seemed very familiar to me. They were walking into a store 
with an array of beautiful flowers in their hands: yellow 
dazes, red and white roses. However, the women were sad, 
very sad!. Again I cried "why are they so sad, Father?" And 
again no reply. My questions were not being answered and I 
began to feel as though I was all alone. I am alone!!! 

This place is very new to me. Every thing seemed so 
chaotic: angry mothers beating their crying babies, teens 
running in and out as they scream and whale for attention 
from their parents, and yes angry fathers overwhelmed of 
having to endure the pain of being in that awful place. 

I turned to my left then to the right, only to find that my 
father was no longer there. What would I do ? Where can I go? 
I am suddenly left in an unfamiliar place with no direction. 
I hate this place and all its damn fmstration and confusion but 
most of all, I hate being alone in this awful place. I am all 
alone!! 

By 

Curt Worrerll 

No More C.P. Time 

C.P.T..... 
External.... 
Unending.... 
Opportune.... 
Appropriately named.... 
Conception of past, present, and 
future. 

No more C.P. Time for your life 
is already in a shamble. 

No more C.P. Time is this 
enough to handle. 
No more C.P. Time ....No More 
C.P. Time. 
Be Bold. 
What a sight to behold. 

For to start on time, 
is to be on time. 
And to be on time, 
is well timed. 

If you don't believe it, you won't 
receive it. 

By 
Will A. Mitchell 



Africa is a Continent, Not a Country! 

BLACK SEA 

MEDITERRANEAN SEA 

ALGERIA 

NIGER 

CHAD 

UPPER 
VOLTA 

SUDAN 

SOMALIA NIGERIA 
IVORY GHANA! 
COAST / , 

ETHIOPIA CENTRAL 
AFRICAN 

REPUBLIC 
[CAMEROON] 

TOGO 

KENYA GABON 

ZAIRE 

ANGOLA 

ZIMBABWE 

BOTSWANA 

SWAZILAND 

SOUTH AFRICA 

SOVIET UNION 

EUROPE 
'jHrsK;; 

NORTH 
ATLANTIC 

OCEAN 
Strait of 
Gibraltar 

WESTERN SAHARA . 

SEA 

J---

CASPIAN 

CAPE VERDE 

s. : 

.•*' SENEGAL 

THE GAMBIA-

GUINEA-BISSAU-
" GUINEA 

SIERRA LEONE J 

LIBERIA" 

MIDDLE EAST 

PERSIAN GULF 

GULF OF ADEN 
- DJIBOUTI 

GULF OF GUINEA 

SAO TOME AND 
PRINCIPE 

Q 

EQUATORIAL 
GUINEA 

(CABINDA)' 
SEYCHELLES K ' 

SOUTH 
ATLANTIC 

OCEAN MOZAMBIQUE 

MOZAMBIQUE 
CHANNEL 

COMOROS 
INDIAN 
OCEAN 

MADAGASCAR 

MAURITIUS 
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Creative expressions 

An Ode to Langston Huges' Harlem. 

What happens to a dream deferred you asked. 
Well! — it bounces like a rubber check out of existence, till 
no more. 
It dries-up like a raisin in the sun until it disintegrates 
into space, never to be heard of by those after. 
It is hidden in the crevices and corners of the mind of those 
who have. 
It is cherished and well protected for a while, but then sadly 
forgotten by those who have not. 
What happens to a dream deferred You asked. 
It is enjoyed for a moment then later forgotten, never to be 
heard of again. 
People, please don't defer the dream!!! 

By Curt Worrell 

Black Man's Anthem 

I am a proud Black Man who will love my Black sister, 
Mother, father, and brother. I will "Not" destroy them! 

I have the knowledge of Farrakahn, the leadership of 
Marcus Garvey, the love of Martin Luther king, Jr., the 
strength of Malcolm X, the desire of Nat Turner, the talents 
of Paul Robeson, The B.P. of Huey Newton, the lyrics of Bob 
Marley, and the blessings of the All Mighty God. 

Black Freedom 
Fighter Coalition 
BFFC 
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Carter G. Woodson, historian and founder of Black History 
Week, which eventually evolved to Black History Month. 
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If you Think 

If you think you are beaten, you are 
If you think that you dare not, you don't 
If you'd like to win, but you think you can't 
It's almost certain you won't 

If you think you'll lose, you've lost 
For out in the world you'll find 
Success begins with a fellow's will - -
It's all in the state of mind 

If you think you are out-classed, you are 
You've got to think high to rise; 
You've got to be sure of yourself before 
You can ever win a prize 

Life's battles don't always go 
To the stronger or faster man 
But sooner or later the man who wins 
Is the man who thinks he can 

— Author and source unknown 



The A BCsof Hack Hide 

..is for Africa, which is home to me 

..is for Black, which is beautiful to see 

..is for community, where Black people share 

..is for dashiki, which Black people wear 

..is for Earth—we are everywhere 

..is for family whom we love and care 

..is for ghetto, where often we live 

..is for home, our shelter to give 

..is for identity—I'm Black and I'm proud 

..is for journey, which we have made unbowed 

..is for kinsman-our sisters and brothers 

..is for love—Blacks should love each other 

..is for manhood, so proud and so strong 

..is for natural, the way we belong 

..is for organize, to build a Black nation 

..is for people who fight for liberation 

..is for quickness, which we must not lack 

..is for ready, to mount and attack 

..is for soul, which we must not sell 

..is for time which we must use well 

..is for united—in battles we must fight 

..is for victory by Black people's might 

..is for woman, whose respect we must earn 

..is for unknown, those things we must learn 

..is for you. You must fight, then win. 

..is for zero, where all things begin. 

author unknown 




