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BETTER DEAD THAN RED:
TCWARD NEW REPRESSION IN AMERICA
Part Ij: Intimidation, continued
As we mentioned last week, intimidation comes in
many forms, and we are hearing a new call from the
right that accuses the fighters of repression of re
pression and intimidation in reverse. The United
States, a country with certain ideals, has had to
violate them in its fight with the Communist nations,
since the Communist ideals are not restricted by the
same limitations of revolution that the American are.
For example, in Southeast Asia, the United States has
been keeping a government in power, a government that
is not supported by the people of Viet Nam; similarly,
it seems to have engineered the overthrow of the Sih
anouk government, a revolutionary and anti-democratic
action, in order to gain access to the Communist Cam
bodian sanctuaries. Yet the United States, rather
than admit its violations of its ideals, has chosen
to justify them in the name of "the fight for democ
racy" in the world, whatever that means.
A radical student group need make no compromises
in advocating class disruption or activism, for they
can understand the difficulties and dangers of assert
ing that no one has a right per se to go to class.
Similarly, on this campus, that danger is realized.
The reaction of a person sensitive to his lack of
freedom is to move toxward that freedom; and moving
toward that freedom requires casting off tha oppressir.
force, and, if that is impossible, at least rendering
the oppressing force impotent. That is, in smaller
scope, a student restricted by the unnecessary shafekle
of required attendance, grades, poor testing, and any
number of other chains, must cast them off. Obvious
ly, he cannot do this and long remain a member of the
college community; so he must move to render the struc
ture impotent. A professor's power is mostly a psy
chological one: break his feeling of self-satisfactic
break his ability to keep the class in the room, and
he can feel the power slip from him. In fact, break
the power of the grade's validity by constant challengt
of his competence, and all his repressive power slips
from him, leaving him naked, exposed, totally impo
tent. Only the professor whose potency comes from his
vital teaching and sincere concern with students will
not regret losing these other powers, for he was less
likely to have exploited them (and his students) in
the past.
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Q. Well, I think women should
get equal pay for equal work,
but what's wrong with being
feminine? I like having men
hold doors open for me.
A. Chivalry is, for the most
part, a condescension on the
part of men towards the "weaker
sex." It assumes that the wo
man is too weak to open doors
for herself, unable to get into
a coat without help (she is
unable to get into a coat
without raising her arms, which
.in turn raises the hem of her
dress, a situation this society
finds too embarrassing to tol
erate) .
Of course, men don't real
ize that they are insulting—
they feel that they are showing
their admiration and respect.
But in many cases, the people
involved do not even know each
other. The honor is an empty
one, for it is not given to the
woman for her merits, but sim
ply because she is a woman.
This kind of gesture sets wo
men apart from men, puts her
out of the closed circle of
association that men share, es
pecially in the business world.
So, in effect, this giving of
meaningless, unnecessary and
trivial favors to women helps
keep them out of the competi
tion, job-wise. As one wo
men's lib worker pujpf$.t, "I
like to be helped on with my
coat, but not if it costs me
$2000 a year in salary."
Women's liberationists feel
that chivalry of this type is
better reserved for those who
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HUH?
"*..I hired a teenager
today. You saw him. He
was the one with polished
shoes and a necktie. Wha
was so special about him':
Not experience, neither c
irou had any. It was his
attitude put him on the
aayroll instead of you.
attitude, son. A-T-T-I-TJ-D-E. He wanted that
job badly enough to
shuck the leather jac.ket
get a haircut, and look
in the phone book to fint
out what this company
makes. He did his best
to impress me. That's
where he edged you out.
lou see, kid, people who
hire people aren't 'with'
a lot of things..."
—from "Sun Dial",
Florida Telephone Co.

