
N I N T H  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  

OF THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE 

fltto Jcrscg Jitotc gtormal Skjwol, 

AND ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS, 

TO T HE LEGISLATURE, 

F O R  T H E  Y E A R  1 8 6 3 .  

T R E N T O N ,  N .  J . :  
PRINTED BY D AVID NAAR , "TRUE AMERICAN" OF FICE. 

1864. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES. 

To the Senate and General Assembly of t he State of New Jersey: 
By the provisions of the act to establish a S tate Normal School, it 

is made the duty of the Board of Trustees to present annually to the 
Legislature a report, containing an account of their own doings, and 
of the progress and condition of the school. In the performance of 
this duty, the Trustees now beg leave to submit their ninth annual 
report. 

The whole number of pupils under instruction in the Normal School 
during the present year, has been one hundred and thirty-eight (138), 
of whom t hirty-one (31) were males and one hundred and seven (107) 
females. As compared with last year, this shows an increase in the 
whole number, of seventeen (17), and in the number of females, of 
fourteen (14); and as compared with the preceding year, it shows an 
increase in the whole number, of forty-eight (4.8), and in the number 
of females, of forty-three (43). Two facts are thus made to appear. 
The first is, that the number of pupils in the Normal School is steadily 
increasing. It cannot, by the terms of the act, exceed two hundred 
and forty, and if the rate of increase should continue to be the same 
that it has been for the last two years, this limit will soon be reached. 
This is a matter of the utmost importance. It will be seen, in the 
progress of this report, that the Model School and the Preparatory 
School at Beverly are both in a very flourishing condition, and that 
they are fulfilling, in the most satisfactory way, the purposes for which 
they were designed. But it must not be forgotten that these are but 
the incidents of, and auxiliary to, the Normal School; and that they 
derive their chief importance from the fact of their contributing to 
•its growth and prosperity. The great object of the appropriation 
made by the Legislature is " the training and education of teachers " 
for the common schools of the State, and the question to be constantly 
kept in view is, to what extent is this object being accomplished ? 
The constantly increasing number of pupils in the Normal School is 
therefore a very gratifying fact. 
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The other fact to -which the Trustees desire to direct attention is 
the increasing preponderance of female pupils. We have, in former 
reports, adverted to the importance of increasing the number of 
female teachers in our common schools. There is no one particular 
in -which they have heretofore been so deficient. In those States 
"which have made the greatest advances in popular education, a large 
proportion of the teachers employed are females. It ought to be so 
in New Jersey. It is generally admitted that, in case of children of 
tender years, females make the very best teachers. They are more 
gentle and patient; they have more to do w ith children, and under
stand their characters better than men do; and they are always more 
successful in winning their affection and confidence. There is econ
omy, too, in the employment of female teachers. Owing, no doubt, 
to the fact that so few of the avenues to profitable employment are 
open to them, they are always willing to accept a much more moder
ate compensation than that which is exacted by male teachers. 
When we remem ber the number of laborers who are required in this 
extensive field, this is a consideration not to be di sregarded. 

The pupils in the Normal School are drawn from all parts of the 
State, nearly every county being represented. While there has been, 
as we have seen, a decided increase in their number, the condition of 
the school in other respects is h ighly satisfactory. At the close of 
the last term, George W. Plympton, Professor of Mathematics, Nat
ural Philosophy and Engineering, resigned his position for the pur
pose of accepting an appointment in a nother institution. Mr. Plymp
ton had been connected with the school for several years, and was 
one of its most valuable and efficient te achers, and his resignation was 
a subject of regret to the Trustees, as well as to the officers and pupils 
of the school. His place was supplied by the appointment of Mr. 
Abraham Suydam, A. M., who came h ighly recommended as a gentle
man of science and ability. 

The demand for teachers who have been educated at the Normal 
School continues to increase, and more than keeps pace with the 
supply. And as a general rule, subject of cou rse to some exceptions, 
the Trustees have reason to believe that wherever they have been 
employed they have given much satisfaction. Certain it is, that the 
standard of education, and the character of the teachers in the com
mon schools of New Jersey, have undergone a great change for the 
better since the establishment of the Normal School • and there is 
little doubt that, to the influence of that institution, direct and indi
rect, this improvement is in a great measure to be ascribed. Upon 
the whole, th en, it may be safely asserted, that the Normal School is 
fulfilling the purposes for which it was designed, and that the best 
hopes of those by whom it was projected are likely to be realized. 
More especially is it a subject for c ongratulation, that the condition 
of the country for the last three years, which has withdrawn so many 
of our young men from the peaceful pursuits of life, should not have 
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had the effect of d iminishing the number of its pupils, or checking in 
any way the progress of the institution. 

In the Model School, the whole number of pupils in attendance 
during the year has been two hundred and ninety-four (294), of 
whom one hundred and ninety-six (196) were males, and ninety-eight 
(98) females. The Trustees feel much satisfaction in calling attention 
to the flourishing condition of this department of the Normal School. 
Not that there has been any increase in the number of pupils, for, in 
this respect, there has been rather a falling off from the average 
attendance of the last few years; although this indeed is a matter of 
little importance, when compared with the course of study and the 
internal government of th e school, the character of the teachers, and 
the influence for good which they are exerting over those who are 
committed to their care. But at the close of the last term, nearly all 
the female teachers in the Model School thought proper, for some reason 
or other, to resign their situations. Their resignations were promptly 
accepted, and it became necessai^y for the Trustees to supply the 
vacancies thus created by the appointment of an entirely new set of 
teachers. No little solicitude was felt as to the effect which these 
changes might produce upon the character and condition of the 
school. The new te achers, selected by Professor Hart, the Principal 
of the school, and appointed by the Board, entered upon their dutie3 
at the commencement of the present term; and sufficient time lias 
now elap sed to justify the Trustees in the expression of the opinion, 
that the selection made was a most fortunate one. Their composed 
and lady-like manners, their finished style of instruction, and the 
high moral tone which they have infused into their teaching, have 
already produced the happiest results. While the ordinary English 
branches, such as Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar, continue to 
be taught, as they always have been in this school, with completeness 
and accuracy, there are other branches, of no less practical import
ance, in which there has been a striking improvement. We allude 
more particularly to those of Reading, Penmanship and Drawing. 
With regard to the first of these, Reading or Elocution, so much 
stress is laid upon it , so much attention given to it, and so successful 
are the methods by which it is taught, that it is likely to become a 
marked feature of the school. Too much importance cannot well be 
attached to it . Including, as it does, a systematic cultivation of the 
voice, i t is a fine physical as well as intellectual exercise, and gives 
agreeable and healthful employment to the body as well as the mind. 
And yet, perhaps, there is no one branch of educa tion which is so apt 
to be neglected, both in our public and private schools. Compara
tively few teachers appear to appreciate its importance ; and fewer 
still, owing to the want of special training, are competent to give 
instruction in it . The consequence is, that it is rare to meet with a 
young person who really reads well, or whose voice gives any evidence 
of careful cultivation. 

An opportunity was afforded of showing how far the efforts to t each 
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Elocution in the Model School have been successful, by a public exhi
bition, which took place on the evening of Friday, November the 
sixth, consisting of a series of exe rcises in Reading and Declamation, 
m which both the teachers and pupils participated. It was a most 
successful and gratifying affair, and was conducted throughout with 
much spirit and in excellent taste. Some of the reading was of the 
highest order; all gave evidence of judicious culture. * The large 
lecture room was filled to overflowing with an intelligent audience, 
wno mani fested in every way the liveliest interest in the performances. 

Among other advantages afforded b y the Model School, the Trus-
iees desire to call attention more particularly to the thorough course 
Oi instruction in Greek and Latin, which is given by the Principal, 
1 rofessor Ilart. As a teacher of these branches, he possesses rare 
qualifications, and it is confidently believed that there is not another 
school in the State in which the ancient languages are more success-
u y caught, or where hoys can be so well p repared for admission into 

our colleges. ^ I here is also a weekly lecture delivered by the Prin
cipal on En glish Literature, to the pupils in the higher department 
tor young ladies. Upon the whole, apart from its more immediate 
purpose as a school of practice for the pupils of the Normal Depart
ment", the Model School may be safely recommended as a school of 
the very highest order for youth of all ages and of both sexes. 

in the harnum 1 reparatory School, at Eeverly, the number of 
pupils in attendance during the past year has been two hundred and 
forty-nine (249) of whom one hundred and fifteen (115) were males, 
and one hundred and thirty-four (134) females. This shows an in
crease of eighty-seven (8,) over the number in attendance last vear, 
and of one hundred and forty-nine (149) over the year preceding. 
In our last report, we stated that this school had undergone an entile 
reorganization, and that its trustees had secured the services of Mrs. T> rf n i T\r- TT i . t. . ****** nit; bei vices O I i». 
I.e. Case and Miss Helen A. Davis, two accomplished teachers fr 
the Training School of Oswego, m the State of New York. It is now 
under the immediate charge of M rs. Case, who has fully iustified the 
2Sf,Tv. ^ W%) raiSld V -the .MterinS testimonials which she thought With her. This school, i t will be remembered, has a Board 
ot trustees of its own, app ointed by its founder, the late Paul Far-
tZZmZJ T Z'-rZ !? aUXiliary 0f the School, and the sum of twelve hundred dollars a year, appropriated by the Legis
lature for its support, is required to be expended under the direction 
of the Trustees of the Normal School. Ileiiee, a reference to^ its 
condition and affairs has always formed part of our annual reports 

. he time has now_ a rrived, when it will become the dut'- nf the 
Legislature to determine upon the propriety of renewing either per
manently, or for another term of five vears flic , 1 , 
support of the State Normal School. The period forwhTch iTwts 
established, will ter minate in the month of February 1865- 1 
less provision is made for its continuance durim- the L'! • Z 
the Legislature, the most serious embarrassments must result It 
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would seem, therefore, to be a suitable occasion for adverting to the 
origin and history of the Institution, and inquiring how far it lias 
been successful in accomplishing the purposes for which it was de-

S 'The want of such a school had been deeply felt m New Jersey for 
many years, and earnest appeals had been repeatedly ma e y me 
friends of education to the Legislature in favor of its esta^"-' 
ment. As early as the year 1839, the Trustees of the School Fund 
in their annual report, make use of the following language. ^ 
erection of schools for the education of teachers is a subject ot g reat 
importance in connexion with a system of popular instruction, 
seems to he conceded upon all hands, that but little progress is to be 
made in the work of education without a supply of good t eachers. 
You may raise any amount of money for the purposes of education 
you may multiply schools without number; you may furnish them 
with books, and fill them with scholars; but, unless you go further 
and provide competent teachers, you have legislated to but little pur
pose. Now there is nothing in which the public schools of New 
Jersey are so lamentably deficient, as in well qualified teachers, nhis 
is a want that is universally felt and deplored Not only are they 
represented as being incompetent by reason of their ignorance and 
incapacity, but in some instances they are described as being notori
ously immoral and habitually intemperate. That the education, the 
character, the destiny of the children of New Jersey those who are 
to form our future state, should be committed to such hands, is a re
flection well c alculated to beget alarm. There seems to be but one 
way in which a supply of good t eachers can be secured. They mu.t 
be trained to the business of teaching. They must be taught the art 
of teaching. Those who are to instruct others, must themselves be 
instructed.0 In short, there must be schools for the education ot 
teachers. Let not New Jersey be slow to adopt an improvement so 
essential to the success of her school system. She has ventured 
upon the experiment of educating the people She has embarked in 
the noble cause of popular instruction. Let her not neglect the use 
of those means, without which, that career must be inglorious, that 

%™^™leeded. But perhaps at that day, each a step 
would have been somewhat in advance of public opinion. Normal 
Schools, so far at least as this country was concerned, might then 
have been considered an untried experiment. I here was but one 
in the United States, and that had just gone into operation in Massa
chusetts. For upwards of fifteen years, New Jersey continued to 
forego the means of providing for the education of teachers; and 
during the whole of that period, although large sums were annually 
expended in support of common schools, it is not too much to say, 
that no per ceptible progress was made in the work of popular educa-
tion. . . 

But the Legislature of 1855, with an enlightened liberality, for 
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"which they deserve to be held in lasting remembrance, and with a 
unanimity quite remarkable, passed a law for the establishment of 
a State Normal School; and by that single act, did more for the pro
motion of education in New Jersey than had been accomplished by 
the combined elforts of all who had gone before them. The provis
ions of the act were few and simple. Its object was declared to be, 
the training and education of teachers in such branches of knowledge, 
and such methods of instruction, as should qualify them to become 
teachers of our common schools. The location of the school, and its 
general management, were committed to a board of ten trustees, two 
irom each Congressional district in the State, to be appointed by the 
(governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. Much 
was left to the discretion of the Trustees. The only injunction laid 
upon them was to carry out the purposes and designs of t he act, in a 
_ nCr.r ^ °f the State of New Jersey." In what manner this 

..pons1 e iust has been executed; what were the considerations 
1, ?Ced the Trustees in the choice of a location; what steps 

Wn rk SeCU7 the,erectlon of the requisite buildings ; what has 
bow iiio ^c <?0U1 s® 0 study at}d the methods of instruction pursued; 
from t'm VH !°° • a>S c ontmued to prosper from year to year, and how, 
educafinn 1 ^ "ki"?8' 1 as. come to be one of the most important J ",'"' » our •» «"» will «PP~r by. 
to ZTe^l"UU'' eP°rtS' W'"Ct ™ taVe teretofore 

The duration of the school was limited to a period of five vears 
twe" In virtue nfnCe ^ *1 Pr°vi'led for bJ a succeeding Le^isla-
e m of five tet" anon?-PaSSWVn 1859'ifc Was continued for another 
Ln now toybe d •J d1S-Perikdtk°° Wil1 soon expire; and the ques-

SherTxtens^on Wm S'/l f• pWyiBio? Sha" h,e -ade for its 
tain an institution , r i, n eSlsbature continue to cherish and sustain an institution which reflects so much honor upon the State— 
more• £ i""1 Wlich to Jo so Id. ore, or will they after all the money expended and all the labor 
bestowed upon i t, suffer it to go down, in the midst of its usefulness 
and when the hopes ot the best friends of education cluster around i ' 

It never could have been the intention of the Legislature tW the 
Normal School should be a mere temporary institution.' If necessary 
and useful a t the time when it was called into existence it must be 
equally necessary and useful in all time to come. Our common 
schools will never cease to need trained and educated teachers This 
vant will alway s be felt, and to meet it adequately the snn 7 r 
be as lasting as the demand. Every reason therefore whM 7 t u 
for the creation of the Normal School in the first instance Rnf 
ists m full force in favor of its continuance. Superadded tn tl'" °X 

other reasons, which could not then have been urged. At tfoat'tiirm 
it was looked upon as an experiment. It was a new and ! 1 j 
institution. It might disappoint the hopes of its n • , %d 

might fail to answer the purposes of its creation. It wa°s TomTsuch 
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apprehensions as these, which no doubt led the Legislature to enact, 
that it should cease to exist at the expiration of five years, unless 
provision should be subsequently made for its continuance. But now, 
it is an experiment no longer. It has been tried, and its success has 
been signal. It has fully realized the fondest hopes of its founders. 
It has demonstrated its capacity to fulfil the purposes for which it 
was designed. It gives to those intended to become teachers, a train
ing and an education, which without it they could not have enjoyed. 
It holds out to young men and young women inducements to make 
teaching their profession, who would otherwise never have betaken 
themselves to such an employment. It has already supplied a large 
number of the common schools of the State with a class of teachers 
greatly superior to those which they have heretofore had. These 
are among its immediate and direct results. But its indirect influ
ence has been perhaps more important still. It has raised the stand
ard of education, and elevated the character of common schools 
throughout the State. It has rescued the profession of a teacher 
from the neglect, not to say contempt, into which i t had fallen, and 
made it as respected as it is respectable. It has awakened an inte
rest in the subject of education, never before felt. It has introduced 
into all our schools new and improved methods of teaching, and new 
and important branches of knowledge heretofore entirely neglected. 
By setting the example, and furnishing models, it has led to the erec
tion of school buildings in many of our towns and villages, more 
commodious, b etter arranged, and of a higher order of architecture 
than any heretofore known. Above all, it has given to New Jersey 
a proud position among her sister States, in the march of educational 
improvement, and has caused her to be r egarded as one of the most 
forward in this noble career. Nor has the influence of the Normal 
School been confined to our own S tate alone. It has excited a spirit 
of emulation, and led to the erection of similar institutions in other 
States. Nothing has been more gratifying to the Trustees, nor, we 
may add, more soothing to our feelings of State pride, than to find 
our noble school buildings and our admirable plans of instruction 
regarded as models from which others are desirous of copying. But 
we forbear to pursue the subject any further, or to press the argu
ment more closely, lest it might imply a doubt in our minds as to the 
willingness of the Legislature to renew an appropriation which has 
already yielded such rich results, and which promises in the future 
even still more important advantages. If, in the infancy of the insti
tution, and while enjoying only a limited and precarious tenure, so 
much has been done, what may not be hoped for from it when it has 
attained greater maturity and been placed upon a permanent footing. 

The buildings now occupied by the Normal and Model Schools are 
not, as is well known, the property of the State. We are indebted 
for them t o the enterprise and liberality of an association of gentle
men in the city of Trenton, who erected them for the use of the 
schools, and under an agreement with the Trustees, that they might 
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be pm chased by the State at a sum not to exceed their original cost. 
A e have explained, in former reports, how, through the surplus 
receipts of the Model School after defraying all its expenses, the 
irustees were gradually acquiring a valuable interest in these build-
irigs tor the benefit of the State. That interest now amounts to nearly 
twenty thousand dollars, of which the State may avail itself, should 
it become the purchaser of t he property, by having that sum deducted 
xrom the cost of the land and buildings. For the residue of the pur
chase money,_ it would not require many years for the State to be 
completely reimbursed out of the revenue derived from the Model 
School. 

The attention of the Legislature is particularly requested to the 
report of the I rmcipal hereto annexed. It contains a summary of 
the results which have accrued from the establishment of the Normal 
bcliool, and an exhibition of tes timony from school officers and promi
nent citizens in every part of the State, going to show the strong 
hold which the school has secured upon the confidence of the people. 
It also presents a history of the Normal School movement in New 
Jersey from the earliest demonstration made in its behalf up to the 
present time. r 

examined by a c—™ lhe 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
By order of t he Board. 

TRENTON, January 13, 1864. Field> President. 



REPORT OP T1IE PRINCIPAL. 

Gentlemen of the Board of Trustees of the New Jersey State Normal 
School: 
By the provisions of an act of the Legislature approved March 

24th, 1863, "the Trustees and officers of the State Normal School," 
and other institutions therein named, with certain State officers, " are 
required to close their accounts for the past year on the thirtieth of 
November, and embody the same in full and detailed reports con
taining an account of their respective receipts and expenditures, with 
such other information as is or may be required by law and deemed 
necessary for a c lear elucidation of their transactions, and within ten 
days thereafter deliver the same to the Governor or person adminis
tering the government, who shall cause such abstracts of the same as 
he may deem necessary to be laid before the Legislature within ten 
days after their assembling." 

In obedience t o this requirement, I beg leave to submit to you the 
subjoined report on the history, condition, results and prospects of 
this institution up to and including this, the ninth year of its exist
ence. Since the act above quoted, however, prescribes that the 
accounts and statements shall be closed and made up to the thirtieth 
of November, this report, so far as it refers to the present, will cover 
a period of only ten months of the current year, which will end on 
the 8th of F ebruary, 1864. 

An orderly presentation of the subject matter of this communica
tion may perhaps best be made by considering it under the following 
topics: 

I. A history of the Normal School movement in New Jersey, prior 
to the passage of the act of F ebruary 8th, 1855, actually establishing 
the institution. 

II. A brief reference to the organization and operations of the 
school, as recorded in p revious reports, together with the work of the 
present year. 

III. The results which have been realized through its instrumen
tality, as shown by its effect upon public sentiment and upon the 
school system of the State. 
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I. HISTORY OF THE MOVEMENT PRIOR TO TI IE PASSAGE OF THE ACT 
OF FEBRUARY 9TH, 1855. 

According to the best information at present accessible, tbe earliest 
organized and systematic efforts to secure the establishment of a St ate 
Normal School were made in the year 1847. Previous to this time, 
however, a recommendation for such an institution was made in the 
report of th e Trustees of th e School Fund to the Legislature in 1838, 
hut a few months after the establishment of the first Normal School 
ever organized in this country, at Lexington, Massachusetts. 

The efforts a lluded to were made in various parts of t he State, and 
had for their primary object an awakening of the public attention to 
the importance of the subject, through discussions held and resolves 
passed at conventions in the counties of Warren, Passaic, Essex, 
Somerset and Middlesex. 

The proceedings of one of these meetings were of so grave and 
able a character as to constitute it one of the most imposing demon
strations of the kind ever made in this country. The meeting was 
held in Mount Holly, on the 18th of November, 1847, and it ad
journed to assemble again at the same place on the 2d of December, 
of the same year. 

In pursuance of a previous call, signed by a large number of the 
prominent citizens of Burlington county, this " Convention of the 
Friends of Education in the County " was held in the Court House 
on the day already named. 

It was called to order by Peter V. Coppuck, Esq., of Mount Holly, 
and duly organized by the appointment of John Griscom, L.L. D., of 
Burlington City, as Chairman, and Plenry L. Southard, Esq., of 
Mount Holly, as Secretary. 

A committee on business wa^ appointed, consisting of the Hon. 
Garret D. Wall, Dr. John L. Griscom, Professor E. C. Wines, Peter 
V. Coppuck, Esq., and the Rev. Charles A. Kingsbury. 

A series of res olutions was reported by this committee referring to 
the establishment of a State Normal School, and commending the 
subject to the attention of t he Legislature. 

The resolutions were discussed with ability and animation by sev
eral gentlemen present, and much interest was awakened in reference 
to the proposed measure. 

A desire being generally expressed that opportunity should be 
afforded for further deliberation, the convention adjourned to meet 
again as before mentioned, to hear a more detailed report on the 
subject of Nor mal Schools. 

On the 2nd of December the convention reassembled, pursuant to 
adjournment. The report of the committee appointed at the pre
ceding meeting was accepted and adopted as the sense of the conven
tion, the resolutions forming the conclusion of the report having 
passed with b ut one dissenting voice. 6 

The report was ordered to be printed in pamphlet form for general 
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distribution through the State. Dr. John Griscom, Professor Wines 
and the Rev. Isaac V. Brown were appointed a standing committee 
of correspond ence, under the third resolution of th e series hereinafter 
pi-esented. At this meeting it was stated by the Superintendent of 
Common Schools that five counties had already held meetings and 
passed resolves favorable to the establishment of a Normal School. 
These counties were believed to be Warren, Passaic, Essex, Somerset 
and Middlesex. 

The report presented by the committee and adopted by the conven
tion affords a most complete and unanswerable argument upon the 
entire question of Normal Schools, and, with the letters from distin
guished gentlemen accompanying it, furnishes a highly interesting 
chapter in the history of a movement destined to work a salutary 
revolution in the cause of public education in New Jersey. The com
mittee remark, in the opening of th eir report: 

" That, impressed with t he magnitude and importance of the main 
question which occupies the deliberations of this body, and anxious 
to obtain for themselves and present all the light upon it within their 
reach, the committee addressed letters to various distinguished gen
tlemen in different parts of the country, asking an expression of the ir 
views on the professional education and training of teachers. From 
the replies received the committee proceed to present several extracts, 
and ask for them the consideration due alike to the eminent sources 
from which th ey emanate and to the clearness and force with which 
they present the argument for Normal Schools." 

The first communication is from the Hon. Wm. II. Seward, at the 
present time Secretary of State of the United States. Mr. Seward 
declares that: 

" The advantages resulting from the professional education of 
teachers in what are called Normal Schools are universally conceded 
among the friends of education in this (New York) State. If I had 
ever doubted on th is subject, all my doubts would have been removed 
by th e experiment of the institution in this State, which has been 
eminently successful. The ultimate operation of Normal Schools will 
be to elevate the standard of public education, and of course the 
dignity of those to whom its l abors are confided. 

"With assurances of great respect for the committee, I have the 
honor to be Yery respectfully, 

Your humble servant, 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD." 

In continuation of th ese letters the committee present the following: 
From the Rev. Wm. H. Campbell, D. D., formerly a member of 

the Executive Committee of the New York State Normal School, and 
now the indefatigable President of R utger's College, New Brunswick. 
Dr. Campbell remarks, under date of Albany, November 24, 1847: 
"Dear Sir:—Your favor of the 22nd was received this morning, in 

2 
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which you request an expression of my views on the professional edu
cation of teachers. In replying to your request, I may state that I 
had doubts when our Normal School was first started as to the neces
sity of such an institution among us. But my opinion is entirely 
changed. We have had at the Normal Sshool from one hundred and 
fifty to two hundred students yearly; of this number, three-fourths 
had been teachers in our common schools, and I will venture to pre
dict that if you would go and ask them, ' Were you fit for your work 
before you came to the Normal School?' they would answer 'No; 
and let me add they would answer truly. By this I would not wish 
to be understood as declaring that all were incompetent, but I do 
mean that three-fourths of them were ; and all of them needed that 
kind of instruction which a Normal School affords, and for th e want 
of which they were far less efficient tea chers than they now are. 

" Then, again, as to the facilities which existed before the institu
tion of the Normal School, I have only to say, let a person who is 
well acquainted with our academies visit the Normal School but one 
day, and my word for it, he will grant that ' here is an institution 
affording immense facilities for the education of teachers—facilities 
which can be found in Normal Schools alone—facilities of such great 
value that any man must be blinded by prejudice who would oppose 
their existence,' then, sir, you perceive, that from a doubter I 
have become convinced of th e great value of the Normal School. My 
conviction is a lso the result of actual observation, and from this I feel 
justifiad in saying that that a Normal School is indispensable in car
rying out any State educational system. 

"Now, my dear Sir, I might write fifty pages upon this subject, 
but I could not say anything more to the purpose than I have already 
said. And if my remarks are correct as to the State of New York, 
they of course apply with greater force to those States which have 
done less for the education of the people. Hoping to hear that New 
Jersey has instituted a State Normal School, I remain 

Most truly yours, 
WM. II. CAMPBELL." 

The subjoined letter from the Right Rev. Alonzo Potter, Bishop of 
Pennsylvania, and formerly Professor in Union College, was read to 
the convention and published with its proceedings : 

"PHILADELPHIA, Nov ember 24, 1847. 
"Dear Sir:—I rejoice to hear that the State of New Jersey is 

moving in respect to the education and training of teachers for com
mon schools. It is, beyond doubt, the most essential step in the great 
work of improving and, as it were, regenerating our system of commo n 
school instruction. I had occasion for many years to observe closely 
the progress of this system in New York , and the result of my expe
rience was that, though other measures were necessary and most 
important, yet that all of them would depend very much for their 
efficacy on the means which might bo provided for the pr< pa ration of 
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teachers. The establishment of th e State Normal School was, there
fore, looked forward to as the essential complement to all other plans. 
The experiment has been tried, and the results are most cheering. 
New life and vigor seem to be infused into the schools throughout the 
whole State. Much of this effect is doubtless to be ascribed to the 
merit and efficiency of the Professors in that noble establishment. A 
Normal School or Teachers' Seminary needs the very highest quali
ties, both intellectual and moral, in those who conduct it, and will 
afford full scope for their exercise. 

" Trusting that your meeting may be followed by the most auspi
cious results, I am, dear sir, 

Yery respectfully and truly yours, 
ALONZO POTTER." 

Joseph R. Chandler, Esq., of Ph iladelphia, gives expression to the 
following enlight ened views, un der date of November 26th, 1847: 

" M y  B e a r  S i r : —I am in the receipt of yours of the 22nd, inform
ing me of the effort to establish a Normal School in New Jersey. I 
regard the attempt as one of the good signs of the improving times, 
and I hope that you mean to give the effort th e benefit of your exten
sive observation and long experience. Too little attention has been 
given to the subject of preparing teachers; but perhaps we oug ht to 
be thankful that public sentiment has, by t he zeal of the philan
thropic and the good, been prepared for the work even at this day, 
since most of those who will assist at your convention will probably 
remember when the occupation of a teacher was so accidental as to 
lead to the inquiry, ' To what profession is the schoolmaster prepar
ing himself to ascend?' or, 'From what regular business has he 
fallen ?' 

* * * * * * * 

" Before I visited New England, last summer, I had some conver
sation on the subject of Normal Schools with one of the most accom
plished instructors in the country, a resident, I think, of your State: 
I allude to Professor Griscom. I then charged myself with the duty 
of inquiring as to the estimation in which these institutions were held 
in Massachusetts ; and I learned that the improvement and continued 
usefulness of the common schools of the State are considered as 
greatly dependent upon these seminaries for teachers, and that the 
teachers themselves begin to regard a diploma from a Normal School 
as of importance to their professional character as well as their pro
fessional usefulness. And while all other professions and pursuits 
have their appropriate schools and other special means of p reparation 
for the duties of their calling, why should the teacher alone be neg
lected ? Why should he be allowed to try experiments upon our child
ren until he has learned how to teach; wasting the precious time of 
our youth by the timidity naturally resulting from his want of prac
tice, or destroying their tempers by the restlessness of one who h as 
never learned to have command over himself? You have, my dear 
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sir, in your admirable books, shown bow a teacher should govern his 
school and instruct his scholars, but the charlatan will not read your 
books; only the regularly educated man, (regularly educated to the 
profession,) thinks of preparing himself by constant study for the 
great work. I really believe that the important scheme of public 
schools cannot be carried out as it should be without trained teachers; 
men and women ins tructed in the art of imparting knowledge, in the 
business of educating the affections, and in the important task of 
developing the faculties of the young. How l ittle of this has been 
done yet, you and I can judge; how much may be accomplished by 
the aid of N ormal Schools, it is scarcely possible to anticipate. 

" Let that pursuit which is the parent of al l trades and professions, 
be itself a trade or profession. Undoubtedly we have had school
masters who are sufficient without the aid of Normal Schools; but 
with their aid we may hope to have no teachers who are insufficient. 

With great respect, yours, 
JOSEPH R. CHANDLER." 

The Hon. Horace Mann, then Secretary of the Massachusetts 
Board of Education, thus wrote: 

" WEST NEWTOX, Novem ber 24, 1847. 
"I feel, my dear sir, the deepest interest in the subject matter of 

your letter. I regard Normal Schools as the one indispensable thing 
for carrying forward a system of common schools. All other favoring 
influences are not equal to this one alone. If this can have an oppor
tunity for a fair display of its efficiency, one might barter all other 
things for it, and still make a good bargain. This may seem to be 
strong language, but it is fully ratified by my observations abroad 
and my experience at home. 

" Perhaps we had a constituency in Massachusetts which, in point 
of intelligence, would not suffer by comparison with any other part of 
our country. It would be natural, therefore, to suppose that our 
teachers would not, as a whole, be inferior to the teachers of any 
other State. Such I believe to be the fact. Yet, since the opening 
of our N ormal Schools, the character of sections of the State where 
their influence has been most direct and immediate has been lifted 
up, as it were, bodily from the comparatively low co ndition in which 
it was before. Ten years ago we had no such teachers as we have 
now. The best we then had would now be considered mediocre only. 
The rear ranks of the then teachers have now f allen out of service 
altogether. I think we may s ay, without vanity, that a reform of no 
inconsiderable consequence has been effected in our schools. Normal 
Schools have done more to produce th is change than all other instru
mentalities united. Without them, I should feel not only as though 
my r ight arm was cu t off, bu t as though both my arms were cut off. 
And the most beautiful feature in the whole experiment has been, 
that even those who reviled and ridiculed the Normal Schools have 
been compelled to copy their improved methods of instruction and to 
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modify their own methods of preserving order and administering dis
cipline. Thus the schools have been copied b y those who condemned 
them. 

" I do not know an intelligent and unprejudiced man in Massachu
setts who is opposed to this institution; while, on the other hand, 
those who know it best approve it most highly. 
. "I speak of facts as they have existed within my own knowledge. 
It surely must be unnecessary, with a gentleman of your intelligence, 
to attempt to prove by a course of reasoning that training the young 
mind is a great work, and that those who are taught how to train it 
will have g reater success in their work t han the ignorant. If a man 
who has arrived at years of discretion does not see this truth to be 
manifest in all the pursuits of life, it is not argument that he needs, 
but a capacity to comprehend argument. How it can happen that a 
man shall need to serve an apprenticeship to make a boot, but can 
instruct and train a child by instinct, is more than I can comprehend. 

" Wishing you all possible success in your beneficent enterprise, I 
remain Very truly and sincerely yours, 

HORACE MANN." 

From the Hon. Edward Everett, then President of Harvard Uni
versity : 

"UNIVERSITY AT CAMBRIGE , 26th Nov., 1847. 
"Dear Sir:—Yours of the 22nd has been duly received by me ; and 

it affords me much p leasure to hear that you are taking measures for 
the establishment of a Normal School in New Jersey. The public 
opinion in this State has been strongly pronounced in favor of insti
tutions of this description. Three have been established by a union 
of public a nd private liberality; and although the establishments are 
on a frugal scale of expense, and their operations correspondingly 
limited, the result, I believe, is entirely satisfactory. 

" It seems quite evident that the art of teach ing—an art so difficult 
and so important—should require some special training for i ts attain
ment. If it did not it would differ from all other intellectual arts. 
Although some individuals, in consequence of happy natural gifts, 
may rise to eminence as instructors without having had the advantage 
of any training to that pursuit, yet these can only be regarded as 
exceptions to the general rule. Even persons of this descr iption, who 
do well without ins truction, would probably have done bet ter with i t. 

" The fact is, that hardly any teacher is, as such, self-formed. He 
employs, as an instructor, the methods which were in use at the 
school where he received his own education some years—perhaps a 
good many years—before. JR.is teacher, in like manner, probably 
followed tr aditionary methods. Such a course can result in nothing 
but the perpetuation of errors and must end in degeneracy. It is 
only by making a regular pursuit of the business of education, and 
haying institutions where it is expressly cultivated and taught, where 
improvements will be str uck out, or promptly examined and adopted,. 
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when proposed from abroad and found to be real and substantial, 
that a highly respectable and efficient class of instructors can be 
formed. 

" Wishing you a ll success in your laudable efforts, I remain, dear 
sir, -with much res pect, Faithfully yours, 

EDWARD EVERETT." 

The following brief letter from the Hon. John G. Palfrey, formerly 
Secretary of State of Massachusetts and Professor in the University 
at Cambridge, will be found to be much to the point: 

" CAMBRIDGE, 2 4th November, 1847. 
"Dear Sir:—Your favor of the 20th finds me ill in my chamber. 

I can only reply to it with the utmost brevity. 
" As chairman of a committee of our House of Representatives, I 

drew and defended the resolves of March 3rd, 1842, which placed 
Normal Schools on a permanent footing, and established school dis
trict libraries. I did more for others' good that day than in a ll the 
rest of m y life put together. 

"Our Normal School system works like a blessed charm. It has 
perceptibly elevated the tone and style of o ur common school instruc
tion—which is as much as to say, that it is elevating with immense 
power the character of our community. 

Yours truly, with great regard, 
JNO. G. PALFREY." 

The Hon. John A. Dix, formerly Secretary of State and Superin
tendent of Common Schools of the State of New York, and now a 
Major General in the Army of the United States, thus wrote to the 
committee. General Dix was at the time in the U. S. Senate: 

"WASHINGTON, 29th November, 1847. 
" Dear Sir:—I have received your favor of the 22nd instant, in

forming me that an effort would be made to establish a Normal School 
in New Jersey, and that a meeting would be held on the 2nd proximo, 
at Mount Holly, to receive the report of a committee on the subject. 
You ask my opinion. 

" It is now nearly nine years since I have been connected with the 
common school system of New York . It was during the six preceding 
years under my official superintendence; and it was among the first 
objects of my execution to improve the education of teachers; for 
without competent instructors, schools, however widely extended, are of 
very little use. You will infer t hat I am de cidedly in favor of Nor mal 
Schools for the education of teachers. I made a full report on th e 
subject to the Regents of the University, I think in 1835. I regret 
that I cannot send you a copy. 

" With the regret that my long separation from the common schools 
of New York does not permit me to give you any more definite infor
mation, I am, dear sir, Respectfully yours, 

JOHN A.'DIX." 
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The late D. P. Page, the first Principal of the State Normal School 
of New Yo rk, communicated to t he committee his views on t he subject 
in the following letter, the last of the series presented to the con
vention : 

" My Bear Sir:—Our new term has opened with two hundred 
pupils. Everything in the school appears prosperous and interesting, 
and we tru st we are doing a good w ork. 

" In our State there is no doubt in the public mind but that teachers 
should be specially educated; the question now started is, ought t hey 
to be educated by the State? This is the question asked, among 
others, by Mr. McElligott, of New Y ork. The answer to that, it 
seems to me, is, it must be done by the State or n ot be done a t all. 
The pay of teachers is not generally high enough yet to warrant 
much outl ay of time and capital by the teachers themselves in their 
preparation, and they must be encouraged to do it by having a portion 
of the expen se paid for them. Schools for teachers started without pub
lic aid have failed, I believe, in every instance ; at any rate they have 
degenerated into mere academies, in which the pupils have, as else
where, been allowed to choos e their own studies, and of course to choose 
to neglect the elementary branches, most necessary for them to learn. 

" The State is to be benefitted by the better teachers when pre
pared ; and I see no reason why t he State should not pay for it, at 
least in part; and if each county is properly represented in the school, 
it is not contrary to our institutions, so far as I ean see. In the mean 
time, as teachers are improved the people will raise the pay; it is so 
in our e xperience. There is an increasing demand for our t eachers 
to take charge of the more important schools at higher wages—and 
many, by spending a year at the Normal School, have gone home to 
receive double the pay they ever had before. I am confident Mr. 
McElligot can be Jully met on the ground he takes. Both reason 
and facts tell against him. 

Yours, with great regard, 
D. P. PAGE." 

This able report continues: 
"Your Committee feel that they can add little to the force of thes e 

letters—so full, so clear, so emphatic in their approval and support of 
seminaries for the education of teachers. They do not doubt that 
had they extended their correspondence to a sufficient breadth, they 
might have obtained hundreds of similar opinions from the best culti
vated minds of the country. Indeed, they are convinced that the 
intelligence of this country, as well as of Europe, is strongly in favor 
of such institutions, as being the only agency through which an ade
quate supply of well qualified teachers can be obtained for tbe educa
tion of the masses. Surely, if our universities, colleges and acade
mies were such an agency, they have had time within the two hundred 
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years of their existence and operation to work out this result. And 
yet, as is well said by the able Secretary of t he Massachusetts Board 
of Education, there is no other topic in the vast range of questions 
submitted to the community for its decision, on w hich there exists so 
nearly a unanimous opinion as that our teachers, as a class, have 
been and still are, unequal to the discharge of their momentous duties. 
This fact is justly considered by Mr. Mann as a negative demonstra
tion of the necessity of Normal Schools. 'But,' he adds, 'the 
same proposition—the necessity of special means for qualifying 
teachers—has been demonstrated also affirmatively. In those coun
tries where Normal Schools or teachers' seminaries have existed 
longest and been administered with most efficiency, the schools are 
the best. This agency has done more than all others to improve 
them. It has improved them, indeed, in spite of al l adverse agencies ; 
and just in proportion to the extent of the sphere it has filled, and 
the energy with which i t has worked, have the science and the art of 
teaching advanced.' 

"That we cannot have good schools without qualified teachers, and 
that we cann ot have a supply of qualified teachers without training 
them to their business, are propositions quite of t he nature of axioms. 
The relation of caus e and effect expressed by them is so obvious that 
it is astonishing that any man can fail to perceive it, and that, per
ceiving it, he can for a moment hesitate as to the duty which such a 
truth imposes upon society. This duty plainly is to provide for the 
professional training of schoolmasters. So deeply was M. Cousin, 
the eminent French philosopher and educationist, impressed with this 
truth, that he declares it as his opinion that the State has done 
nothing for popular education if it does not watch that those who 
devote themselves to teaching be well p repared. This, in the opinion 
of your Committee, is one of the very first duties of the State with 
regard to schools. Without it, all other legislation on the subject, 
whatever partial advantages it may result in, must stop short of the 
full benefits at which it ought to aim and might accomplish. 

"There can be no doubt that among the principal causes of the 
defectiveness of our public schools, mu st be reckoned the want of a 
higher order of qualification in our teachers as a class. What is the 
remedy for this evil ? The establishment of seminaries for the educa
tion of teachers. Schoolmasters must be t rained to their business as 
lawyers and merchants and blacksmiths are. Institutions of the kind 
in question the Committee regard as the intellectual want of th e s<*e. 
It is not to be doubted, it cannot be doubted by any intell igent and 
reflecting mind, that the most efficacious means of securing qualified 
teachers is to be found in seminaries where a number of yoim '' men 
or women in tending to become teachers are collected together receive 
a common instruction in the subjects required for the schools in which 
they propose to teach, have lessons given them in the science and art 
of teaching, and practice the art under intelligent supervision In 
this way, and your Committee believe in no other, will the occupation 
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of teaching be raised to the dignity of a profession. The teacher s 
respectability will then be secured, by the considerable attainments 
exacted of him. A strong esprit de corps will be produced among 
masters, which cannot fail to interest them powerfully in their pro
fession, to attach them to it, to elevate it in their eyes, and to stimu-
late them to continued efforts at self-improvement. Thus, also, "will 
a standard of ex amination in the theory and practice of education be 
furnished, which may be fairly exacted of ca ndidates who have ch osen 
a different way t o obtain access to the profession." 

The Committee next proceed to examine some of the objections^ 
which had been urged against the proposed measure. The first of 
these related to the expense attending the establishment and support 
of the Normal School. As this objection is still urged against the insti
tution, it may be well to quote the closing remarks of the report on 
this point. Referrirfg to a proposed annual tax for the support of a 
militia system which, if enforced, would involve an expenditure of 
over a million of dol lars, the report proceeds to ask: 

"And shall New Jersey grudge a few p altry thousands, to be ex
pended in fitting for their solemn duties those whom sh e employs to 
mould the intellect and heart of her rising generation and train her 
children and youth in the ways of knowledge and virtue It cannot, 
will not, must not be. Your Committee believe that fruits^incalcula
bly more precio us and valuable would result from five years operation 
of a well con ducted Normal School, than have been produced by our 
had mimicry of soldiers and their trade of human butchery during 
the entire lapse of our n ational existence." 

The next objection considered in the report, regards the securing 
of the services of the graduates of the Normal School in the common 
schools. But as this objection has been already met most emphati
cally by a practical test, it is not necessary at this time to quote the 
language of the Committee on this point. In the seventh annual 
report of the undersigned, it is shown that less than five per cent, of 
those who have been trained in the New Jersey State Normal School 
have failed to devote their services to the cause of instruction in the 
State. 

As has been heretofore shown in the reports of the undersigned, 
the surest guarantee of devotion to a particular calling or pursuit, is 
found in the fact of a special training for that calling or p ursuit. It 
is contrary to every principle of political economy that persons, as a 
general rule, should devote years of time and labor, at no inconsider-
able expense, to the work of preparation for a given profession, and 
then abandon it or ref rain altogether from its practice. 

The third objection considered by the Committee is, that there is 
no necessity for Normal Schools, inasmuch as the business of instruc
tion, like other social and l ike private wants, will be r egulated by the 
commercial law of demand and supply. In answer to this objection, 
the Committee remark : "That with deference we submit, that persons 
raising this issue assume an analogy where no analogy exists, and thus 
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make a mere fancy the basis of a logical deduction. In order to 
constitute a case in which th e mercantile law of demand and supply 
should have any applicability, there must be a felt w ant in the person 
or persons who are to make the application. And the impulse to 
meet that want must in every case come from within. Thus there is 
an inner feeling which impels a hungry man to seek food, a naked 
man to p rovide himself with clothing, a luxurious man to gratify his 
appetites, a vain man to adorn his person, and a literary man to sur
round himself with books. But there is no such impulse from within 
urging a barbarous community to civi lize itself, or an ignorant com
munity to educate itself. Neither civilization in the one case, nor 
knowledge in the other, is felt as a want. Hence, as your Committee 
believe, there is no well authenticated instance in all history of an 
original and indigenous civilization. The land of the Pharaohs lighted 
her lamp of knowledge at some earlier Eastern flame. Egypt and 
Phoenicia civilized Greece. Greece, in her turn, planted the seeds 
of le tters and refinement along the shores of Italy. The Roman civ
ilization perpetually reproduced itself in the conquered provinces. 
Even the semi-civilization of the Aztecs was not indigenous, having, 
in all probability been borrowed from Eastern Asia at some remote 
period now lost in the mists of antiquity. And Gale, in his great 
work entitled The Court of Gentiles, with an industry of research 
and an extent of learning nothing short of w onderful, has traced the 
civilization of th e world up to its fountain-head, in the lively Oracles. 
Precisely upon the same principles, as a writer in the Edinburgh 
Review ably and lucidly argues, an uneducated society has no inherent 
and natural tendency to educate itself. The impulse to that end 
must come from above, from those who hav e created the want, which 
the others do not f eel. How many centuries did the little community 
in the Bau de la Roche wallow in the mire of its ignorance, without 
one aspiration or effort after a higher state, till Stouber and Oberlin 
went among them ? In the nature of things, it is impossible for per
sons of uncultivated and torpid minds to know to what an extent 
education exalts, enlarges and stimulates the understanding; how 
much it raises, refines and strengthens the moral feelingsor how 
incalculably it increases the happiness, independence and" usefulness 
of its possessors. Hence, such persons will never seek it self-moved. 
They must be acted upon from without by those who are impressed 
by an experimental sense of its manifold advantages. Adam Smith, 
himself, the great expounder and champion of the economical law of 
demand and supply, expressly excepts education from the operation 
of it. 

" Again, it is said it is not so much teachers that we need nor schools 
for the education of teachers, as it is a higher compensation for their 
services. Let the districts pay liberally for the work required, and 
competent teachers will soon make their appearance. This is plausi
ble, and, as your Committee believe, only plausible. Few tasks are 
harder than that of finding a really accomplished and able teacher 
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as all will agree who have had much experience in the search for 
them. Try the experiment of advertising for a teacher at a salary 
of $600 or $800 per annum. Not five per cent, of the applicants 
would be found truly competent in the judgment of any man who 
knows what teaching is, and appreciates the high order ot qualifica
tion needful in the office of an educator of y outh. The Committee 
grant that if a ll the schools in the country really held out the offer of 
a liberal remuneration for the labor of teaching, men and women 
would seek the requisite qualification for the office, at whatever cost 
of time and money. But even if the offer should thus be universally 
made at this moment, many years would elapse before it could receive 
a full and satisfactory response. The teachers could not he had to 
answer it , and for the simple reason that they are not now in being. 
And when at length it should be met in all its latitude and longitude, 
through what agency would th e result be obtained? Precisely that 
which it is now proposed to institute—teachers seminaries which 
would, in the case supposed; spring up as if by magic throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. But, alas, the case is but a suppo
sitious one, no t likely to be realized through many a weary decade of 
years, in which an enlightened and liberal patriotism and philan
thropy shall hold but a divided empire with ignorance, insensibility 
and misguided economy. The fallacy noticed unuer the last uead is 
at the bottom of the opinion we are now considering. They who 
hold this opinion do so upon the principle that the supply will 
always be equal to the demand. Granted. But as a high order of 
qualifications in teachers is not felt a s a want, of course t here is no 
corresponding demand. This is so far from being the case, that the 
preference of incompetent teachers who will work cheap, over able 
ones at a fair compensation, has passed into a proverb. The want of 
a dinner, a coat, a fire, an ox, a plough, is felt; but not the want of 
a good teacher. Nor will th is want ever be fe lt till a pressure from 
without awakens the sense of it. And it is exactly this outwaid 
pressure, awakening our torpid sensibilities, that we seek to obtain 
through a Normal School. What would be the operation of such an 
institution? It would send forth its successive corps of well taught, 
well disciplined, well tra ined teachers. To these the best, the most 
lucrative schools in the whole State would immediately open their 
doors. But even these best schools, under their more enlightened 
and able administration, would soon rise to a point of excellence and 
produce fruits of knowledge, manhood and virtue, before unattained 
and unknown. These schools would become so many beacon-lights, 
scattered over th e surface of the State, toward which all eyes would 
be drawn as if by an irresistible magnetism. Mind would be stiired. 
Thought would be aw akened. Inquiry would be set on foot. Results 
would be weighed. Observations would be gathered up. And t re 
conviction would be brought home with irresistible power to men s 
business and bosoms, that experienced and able teachers are a price
less treasure; and that their services would be cheap in the compari
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son a t double, treble, quadruple the compensation ever before paid to 
ignorance and imbecility. Then, indeed, the doctrine of demand and 
supply would beg in to have some applicability to the case in question; 
for high, well tra ined educational talent would begin to be felt as a 
want, and men would have an inward monitor urging them to seek 
and appropriate such talent, at any reasonable cost, in the intellectual 
and moral culture of their children. And when truly good schools, 
conducted by educated and experienced teachers, shall have been 
universally or even generally established, then, but not till then, may 
the principle that the demand will regulate the supply be safely left 
to its natural and inherent force to work out, through all coming 
time, the results so ardently desired both by the patriot and the 
philanthropist. 

The final objection answered in this masterly report is, " that Normal 
Schools are an importation from Prussia, a monarchy, a despotism— 
well enough adapted to such a government, but unsuited to the genius 
and temper of ours. But what is the first great principle which the 
Prussian law recognizes as the basis of the system of public instruc
tion ? The necessity of a thorough education of the whole people. 
What is the second ? The duty of government to provide it for them. 
Are these anti-republican principles ? The Committee cannot per
ceive it. But how are these principles carried out in their applica
tion? First, hy the provision of an educated and able body of 
instructors through the Normal Schools—a class of institutions 
unequalled, as all competent observers testify, in the thoroughness, 
practicalness, pure intellectuality and efficiency of their methods of 
mental culture and development; and, secondly, by the establishment 
of popular schools, wh ere all the children of the State receive the 
benefit of their enlightened services. Are these anti-democratic pro
ceedings ? What! Shall it be said that governmental provision for 
the training of teachers and the efficient education of the people, is 
proper where an autocrat reigns; but that it is contrary to the spirit 
of a government whose very existence is in the breath of popular 
intelligence? But what is most truly admirable in the Prussian sys
tem is not the laws of education only, but the spirit that framed and 
pervades the laws—the full appreciation of the dignity and objects 
of men, of th e duties of citizens , of the powers and equality and high 
inheritance of the human soul. It was this view of that system that 
drew from Bulwer that bitter sarcasm on his own England : 'In that 
country the people are said t o be less free than in ours ! how im
measurably more the people are regarded !' 

"And have we no t lately seen this very education, thus bv authority 
of law im parted to the Prussian people producing its appropriate 
fruits, in wringing from the sovereign of the country the loner prom
ised Constitution ? Nor can it for a moment be supposed that the 
people, having once tasted the exercise of power, would willingly 
relinquish it. Indeed, it would not be surprising if the ultimate issue 
of this general enlightenment of the popular mind should be the 
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overthrow of that very throne which now dispenses these beams of 
knowledge. It would rather be matter of surprise if the one-man 
principle could permanently maintain its footing against the liberal
izing influence of universal education. 

" The Committee would respectfully inquire how it is anti-republican 
for a State to educate the teachers of it s future citizens ? Gentlemen 
who urge this objection would be very unwilling to hear it ascribed 
to a mere prejudice; nor would t he Committee venture any such sug
gestion. There must, then, be some principle on which it is founded. 
What is that principle ? The Committee can conceive of none, nor 
do they believe there is any whose legitimate issue would n ot be the 
overthrow of all our public schools. It is urged that the establish
ment of a Normal School would be an infringement of the rightful 
liberty of the citizen. Then the establishment by law of any school 
would consti tute such infringement. Once admit the principle that 
the government of a State may interfere at all with the education of 
the people, and the mode, extent and agencies of that interference 
become mere questio ns of e xpediency. To say that it is constitutional 
for the State to teach Arithmetic, but unconstitutional to teach Conic 
Sections, is m ere driveling, and savors more of the demagogue than 
of the pat riot and statesman. So likewise, it strikes your Committee 
as equally absurd to maintain, that the State may constitutionally 
appropriate funds to teach the children and youth, and yet that she 
may not, without a dangerous infringement ot liberty, employ a por
tion of her treasure to qualify her sons and her daughters to give the 
instruction which she authorizes and ordains. Nobody will be im
pressed into the Normal School, and compelled to devote himself to 
the business of teaching. They who come will come voluntarily. 
Nor is it proposed to force the Normal graduates upon any school 
that does not want them. Every district in the State will be left in 
the free enjoyment of its right to choose such teachers and upon such 
terms as it may please. 

"In conclusion, the Committee would press the exhortation upon all 
the members of this convention, to make each for himself the firm 
resolve that a new impulse shall go forth from this place and this 
hour, to stimulate and perfect our schools. ' To unfold the creative 
talent and genius of our people,' it has been well said by an eloquent 
divine, ' must be one of our first studies; for in this our b est hopes 
of p rosperity lie.' We can better afford any waste than the waste 
of talent; and it is deplorable to reflect on the immense fund of 
talent we have slumberin g in unconsciousness or only half awakened 
by reason of the de fectiveness of our schools. The great first problem 
at the root of all prosperity is, to produce the most condensed viitue 
and intellectual capacity possible; for if we may give to one man the 
capacity of three then he will produce three times as much without 
cons lining any more. So, if y ou can open as much of manhood in 
ten as in thir ty thousand people, (which is far from difficult,) you will 
have only ten for expenditure and thirty for production. Therefore, 
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if you wish to make a city of ten thousand swell to a population of 
thirty thousand, the readiest and the surest way is to make the ten 
thousand worth thirty thousand by the stimulus of a right education. 
Neither need you he concerned beforehand how t he ten thousand will 
produce a threefold value by their industry. They will determine 
that for themselves. Given so much of manh ood as a creative power, 
it will be sure to appear in ways of its own. It is, therefore, a result 
perfectly Avithin our grasp to give our little State of four hundred 
thousand people, the productive power and energy of a commonwealth 
numbering more than a million of inhabitants. Is there not some
thing stirring and kindling in this thought ? Should it not urge us 
one and all to a u nited, earnest and persevering effort to place our 
common schools on their true basis, and give to them all the efficiency 
of Avhieh they are susceptible ? The cause of education is emphati
cally the cause of the people. Its importance transcends and over-
shadoAvs tha t of mo st, if n ot all, others Avhieh fall within the scope of 
legislative action. Other measures may change and yield, and be 
forgotten, as the national mind changes or subsides beneath them. 
But this is a measure which creates the national mind, and Avhieh 
insures, by its firm and broad foundations, the solidity and durability 
of every structure. A system of popular schools, therefore, compre
hensive in its range of stud ies, thorough in its modes of mental disci
pline and pure in its every influence, is the sheet anchor of our social 
system. It is the bond of our Union; the ward and keeper of our 
Constitution ; the charter of our h appiness, our safety and our rights." 

The report of this Committee concludes with the subjoined resolu
tions : 

"Resolved, That this commntion view wi th interest and approba
tion the proceedings Avh ieh have been had in other parts of the State 
in favor of a Normal School, and cordially unite with their fellow 
citizens in recommending to the consideration of the Legislature soon 
to convene, t he expediency of founding such an institution for the 
commonwealth of New Jersey. 

" Resolved, That this convention earnestly recommend and request 
that the delegates from Burlington county, advocate and support by 
their votes in the Legislature the establishment of a Normal School 
in this State. 

" Resolved, That a Standing Committee of correspondence be ap
pointed whose duty it shall be to correspond Avith any similar Com
mittees appointed in other parts of the State, and also with our lead
ing citizens on t he subject of the professional education and training 
of teachers, and the institution of a special school to that end 

" Resolved, That this convention recommend the general circula
tion of petitions among the citizens, praying the Legislature to nass 
a bill for the establishment of a Normal School m this Lnnnon-
wealth." 

This report bears the signatures of Garret D. Wall, John Grisrom 
E. C. Win es, Peter V. Coppuck, and C. A. Kingsbury briscom> 
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Appended to it is the following form of a memorial to the Legisla
ture : 
" To the Honorable the Senate and General Assembly of the State of 

New Jersey: 
" The petition of the undersigned, citizens of the State of New Jersey, 

respectfully represents to your honorable bodies, that in the opinion 
of your petitioners the system of public instruction in this common
wealth demands some further legislation at your hands. Your peti
tioners are not insensible to the wise and paternal care heretofore 
from time to time extended by the Legislature to this great and par
amount public interest. But they believe that still another measure 
is wanting to the efficient action of the system. The complaint is 
general, and your petitioners believe well founded, that the teachers 
of our common schools, a s a class, are deficient in the qualifications 
needful to the effective discharge of their high and solemn d uties. 
This is a sad deficiency, and it is deplorable to reflect what a waste 
of precious time and talent results from it. Your petitioners would 
feel more sorrow in this contemplation, if they did no t believe that a 
remedy for the evil can be readily found. This remedy they believe 
to lie in the special education of teachers for the duties of their pro
fession. The professions of law, medicine and divinity, have schools 
for the education of those who aspire to their honors. Commerce, 
manufactures, and the mechanic arts, require a long and severe ap
prenticeship in all who would pursue them with success. So ought it 
to be in education. An exact and rigid preparatory discipline is as 
essential to the formation of a good te acher as of a good lawyer, doc
tor, merchant, farmer or artizan. Such discipline can be had as a 
general rule only through the agency of schools for the professional 
education of teachers. 

"Your petitioners therefore respectfully ask your honorable bodies 
that you will pass a law establishing a Normal School, with such pro
visions and under such restrictions and guarantees as to your wisdom 
shall seem meet. 

"And your petitioners, as in duty hound, will ever pray, &c." 
I am very certain, gentlemen, that I do not need to apologize for 

drawing so copiously from the proceedings of this important conven
tion. The report discusses the whole question of Normal Schools in 
all its bearings, exhaustively and conclusively. No candid man can 
read this recital and be unc onvinced that without these agencies for 
the training of teachers there is, there can be no hope for the success 
of a scheme of public education. And as we read this report, and 
compare its reasonings and its predictions with the facts and expe
riences developed in the nine years of actual experiment through 
which we have passed, we cannot fail to be struck with its far-seeing, 
prophetic character. Every result predicted has already been real
ized. The "felt want" of better teachers has been created and is 
manifesting itself almost universally, as is indisputably shown in the 
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official documents in another part of this paper. There is a higher 
appreciation of the duties of a teacher, and the dignity and impor
tance of his office, and all of the objections anticipated by this intelli
gent Committee have been more than answered by the practical test of 
actual trial. But there is another reason for reviving the memories 
which cluster around this movement, and that is that it shows New 
Jersey to have been among the earliest to appreciate and to move 
for the establishment of this powerful agency in educational reform 
and progress, although by reason of the proverbially conservative 
character of her Legislature and people, she was not the first to 
secure the coveted blessing. There can be no doubt that this 
convention, and the report which we again place on record for 
permanent preservation, exerted a powerful influence upon the 
public mind, and that it did much to prepare the way for the wise 
legislation which finally granted the "prayer of the petitioners." 
The undersigned cannot resist the inclination to commend the careful 
and candid perusal of the letters, and the proceedings of which they 
form a part, to all who would reassure their own faith in the cause 
which these communications plead, as well as to those who still doubt, 
or who deny the existence of a necessity for the special training of 
the teachers of our common schoo ls. 

As a consequence of the action taken by this convention, and by 
similar meetings of a less imposing character in other parts of the 
State, several petitions and one or two remonstrances were presented 
to the Legislature in the following year of 1848. In the minutes of 
the Assembly for January 28th, occur these passages : 

"Mr. Parker presented a memorial from Fernando C. Putnam, 
Bennington F. Randolph and David Christopher, a committee in 
behalf of the Association of Teachers of Monmouth county, praying 
for the establishment of a Normal School for the education of teach
ers for the State of New Jersey; which was referred to the Com
mittee on Education. 

Also, on the same day, "Mr. Redmond presented two petitions 
from ci tizens of th is State, requesting that the revenues derived from 
chartered companies be solely appropriated to the support of public 
schools. And remonstrating against the establishment of a State 
Normal School. Which were read and referred to the Committee on 
Education." 

On the 4th of February "Mr. Wyckoff presented a petition from 
citizens of this State, praying for the establishment of a Normal 
School for the education and training of you ng men, and fitting them 
to become competent teachers for our public schools. Which was 
read and referred to the Committee on E ducation." 

On the 21st of February a similar petition was presented by Mr. 
Van Riper; which was also read and referred to the Committee on 
Education. 

These are all the expressions from the people, for and against, that 
I am able to find on record in the minutes of the Assembly of 1848. 
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But on th e 4th of Feb ruary Mr. Goble, from the Committee on E du
cation, made an able report, which was accompanied by the draft of 
a bill in accordance with the prayer of the petitioners. This report 
is so conclusive a nd yet so brief, that its reproduction here seems to 
he due alike to the intelligent committee who presented it and to the 
cause whose claims it so well foreshadows: 

" The Committee on Education have had under careful considera
tion the p etition of a large number of citizens of this State praying 
the passage of an act for the establishment of a Normal School for 
the education of teachers. The attention of the Legislature and the 
people of New J ersey has for several years past been much occupied 
with the subjec t of public education. From time to t ime important 
amendments have been engrafted on our system of common schools, 
and a gene ral desire prevails to extend their usefulness and efficiency 
by all practicable means; and it may be safely asserted, without 
derogating from t he merits of a number of respectable and qualified 
teachers, tha t no measure could be adopted for the improvement of 
public schools in the State of New Jersey more effective than an 
institution for training young men for the business of teac hing school. 
In vain s hall we build school houses, invite the children of the State 
to occupy them, and appropriate money for the payment of their 
tuition, if we do not advance a step further and provide competent 
and trained teachers to instruct them. Common sense, and the expe
rience of other states and countries, concur in the demonstration of 
the principle that has been advanced. Abundant opportunity has 
been afforded of observing t he practical working of the Normal School 
system not only in other countries but in our own. The great object 
is not to endow a S tate institution to afford instr uction to any and all 
who may choose to enter it, but to found one for the theoretical and 
practical instruction of teachers of common schools in the science of 
education and the art of teaching. We cannot have good common 
schools without competent and efficient teachers; and the vast ma
jority of tea chers will not be competent and efficient unless they are 
instructed in early life in the most approved and successful m ethods 
of teaching. 

" Our State has brought into operation a system of common schools, 
established the officers necessary to carry it out in it various depart
ments, and appro priated a sum of money yearly for its support. The 
greatest impediment to complete success at present is the want of 
competent teachers. It is an impediment which has been experienced 
wherever in the several States the common school system has been 
established by legislative enactments. In Massachusetts and New 
York measures have been devised to remedy this evil, by raising up 
teachers capable of impr oving the morals and developing the energies 
of children and youth. Prominent among these measures is the 
establishment of Normal Schools. The design of a Normal School 
was borrowed from the old world, and is found by experience to work 
well in the new. What can have a greater tendency t j raise the 

3 
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standard of our teachers than a public institution where they may 
he led forward from one degree of excellence to another, until they 
reach the very summit of th eir art ? The art and science of teaching, 
like that of law, divinity, medicine or the mechanical professions, is 
not innate, but must be acquired by study, and careful, laborious 
preparation. Why is it that for our national defence officers should 
he instructed in military and naval tactics ? If all had the requisite 
knowledge without any training, there would be no necessity for 
making provision for the national defence. Should not the public 
instructor possess a fitness for his office, which can only be obtained 
by a course of study ? The surest method of remedying the diffi
culties and embarrassments under which our school system is now 
laboring, is by elevating the standard of intellectual discipline and 
preparation by our teachers. 

" The profession of a teacher requires a particular education for 
its skillful exercise. It is not enough that he is acquainted with the 
branches of knowledge which he undertakes to teach. He must kno w 
Tioiv to teach. He must have made h imself master of the art. of com
municating knowledge to others. He must be educated for a teacher. 
It is not the design of a Normal School to communicate to its pupils 
the elementary departments of knowledge, but to review them care
fully and scientifically, and to d iscipline the mind in the art of teach
ing. The word Normal is derived from the Latin, and signifies a 
pattern or mo del. These schools were first established in Prussia; 
since that period they have been adopted by France, Germany, Eng
land, Ireland, Scotland, and by several of the States in our own coun 
try. Since the opening of the Normal School in the State of New 
York, in 1844, five hundred and eight pupils have received instruc
tion ; of this number, four hundred had been engaged as teachers of 
other schools before entering the Normal School. The present num
ber of pupils in this school is two hundred and fifty-seven, every 
county in the State being represented. This school has already sent 
out into the State two hundred and fifty well qualified teachers, who 
are now actually engaged in teaching. There are ten Professors, 
who impart instruction in all the branches essential to a practical, 
sound, thorough English education. A valuable library is attached 
to the school, which contains six thousand volumes. An experimental 
school is connected with the Normal School. The object of this 
school is to afford each pupil of the Normal School an opportunity of 
practicing the methods of instruction and discipline inculcated at the 
Normal School, and to ascertain, also, his aptness to teach. The 
pupils, on en tering the Normal School, are required to smn a declara
tion to give a pledge that it is the ir intention to devote themselves to 
the business of te aching. 

" Massachusetts has three Normal Schools in successful operation 
established and supported by t he State. One may well ask in the 
language of an eminent citizen of that State, whether a wise commu
nity has any interest nearer at heart than the education of youth? 
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A solid and practical system in the higher branches of education is 
thoroughly acquired in a Normal School. These higher branches 
should be made accessible to every pupil in every common school. 
The wealthy classes of society have the ability of sending their 
children to obtain a knowledge of these branches in our colleges and 
higher seminaries of learning. Should not the common people, the 
bone a nd sinew of the country, the source of its wealth and prosperity, 
be provided by t he State with t he same facilities? The rich and the 
poor a re alike interested in the education of children and youth. The 
poor mec hanic by his labor contributes to the wealth of the commu
nity, and his children, if ed ucated, are capable of contributing to the 
intelligence and moral strength of the country; but if the poor m an 
has not the pecuniary ability to furnish them a suitable and efficient 
education, it should be provided by the State. The teachers of the 
common c ountry schools in Prussia are not inferior to those of the 
large cities. 

" In all countries and States where Normal Schools have been es
tablished for the education of te achers, the greatest advance has been 
made in securing to the children of the masses the elements of a 
sound and practical education. The benefits resulting from such an 
institution in our State, would soon be perceived in the existence 
among us of a band of ardent and accomplished teachers, the sons of 
our own citizens, and in the rapid diffusion of sound p rinciples and 
useful knowledge among the people. By such means we shall ad
vance in wealth and prosperity, and at the same time establish our 
civil rights on an impregnable basis. The endowment by the Legis
lature, and the maintenance of a Normal School, will'diffuse th rough
out the State a mass of moral and intellectual wealth, which will 
more than compensate all the expense to be incurred. < The most 
durable impressions are derived from the first stages of education; 
ignorant and vicious preceptors and injudicious and ill a rranged sys
tems of education, must have a most pernicious influence upon the 
habits, manners, morals and minds of youth, and vitiate their con
duct through life.' The present Normal School in the State of New 
York owed its origin to the acknowledged educational wants of that 
State. The same urgent necessity exists for a similar establishment 
in our own S tate. The same irreversible law holds in m ental as in 
material husbandry, ' Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap.' 

"Your committee therefore report the draft of an act for th e es
tablishment of a Normal School in this State, under the hope and 
belief that it will commend itself to the favorable consideration of 
every member of the Legislature." 

This report is signed by J. G. Goble, Wm. W. Bennet, Oliver S. 
Strong, M. I1. Carman, and J. Ackerman. 

The bill reported by the Committee was enti tled "An act for the 
establishment of a Normal School in this State," and it was passed 
to a second r eading on the same day, the 4th of Feb ruary. But here 
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the case appears to have rested, as I have been unable to discover any 
evidence of its having been brought to a third reading. 

The report of the State Superintendent of common schools, F. F. 
King, Esq., presented a very full chapter on the "history, nature, 
and advantages of Normal Schools," occupying nearly ten pages of 
the report. This report undoubtedly exerted a marked influence in 
preparing the public mind for action in the right direction. By means 
of these conventions, reports, discussions and petitions, the subject 
received a comprehensive and thorough consideration, and finally led 
to the decisive measures of 1855. The length of discussion in the 
Superintendent's report forbids its transfer to these pages, but it will 
amply repay a perusal by those who would familiarize themselves 
with the history of the events which led to the establishment of a 
teachers' seminary in New Jersey. It will be found in the minutes 
of the Assembly for 1848, commencing on p age 536. 

At the opening of th e legislative session of 1849 Governor Haines, 
in his annual message, again called the attention of the representa
tives of th e people to this important subject in the following remarks: 

" The plan of a Normal School heretofore submitted to the Legis
lature will be a subject for consideration during your present session. 
I have been impressed with the belief tnat it would afford one of the 
best methods of fur nishing our schools with competent teachers—per
sons qualified not by their literary attainments merely, but also by 
their capacity to govern and their aptness to impart knowledge to 
others. Its object is t o secure to the State the proper and economi
cal instruction of its youth, and not, as has been erroneously urged, 
to foster one class of men a t the expense of others. In many dis
tricts there may be no difficulty in procuring teachers in all respects 
.•qualified for their responsible duties; but in others, and far many 
more districts, the patrons, some for want of interest and attention, 
others for want of knowledge, suffer themselves to he imposed upon 
By incompetent persons, and thereby not only spend their money for 
naught, but rvaste what is more precious, the irredeemable time of 
their children. In the diversity of sentiment prevailing upon this 
part of th e subject, I hesitate to recommend what I have believed to 
be worthy of a fair trial, and what in other States has proved to be 
entirely satisfactory and eminently useful; for I question the success 
of any enterprise which is the object of so much opposition from 
sources entitled to so much re spect. It is of little consequence what 
measures we adopt if they are not sustained by public sentiment; no 
matter what institutions we found if their advantages are not appre
ciated and enjoyed. 

" If, on the contrary, the public mind is fully awakened to its 
wants, means will be r eadily found to supply them ; and even inade
quate means used to better advantage." 

The report of the State Superintendent for the same year also 
earnestly urged the subject of Normal Schools again upon the atten
tion of the Legislature. But there was no action bv that body except 
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to receive and refer a petition for, and a remonstrance against, the 
measure on the 6th of February. The petition was from the county 
of Somerset and the remonstrance from Sussex. 

From this period to the latter part of the year 1854 there was a 
comparative quiet in the proceedings upon this subject. The State 
Superintendent, in his reports for 1850 and 1851, made brief allu
sions to the necessity of actio n in behalf of Nor mal Schools, but there 
appears to have been no notice taken by the Legislature of the re
commendations of that officer. The influence of the proceedings of 
conventions, the reports of school officers and of committees of the 
Legislature, was, however, undoubtedly producing its results in mould
ing the public sentiment and in preparing for the decisive action which 
was destined to follow. 

During the legislative session of 1854 a committee of three gentle
men from the State Teachers' Association, acting under a r esolution 
of th at body, delivered addresses in the Assembly Chamber upon the 
subject of popul ar education, before the members of both Houses, his 
Excellency Governor Price being also present. The proceedings of 
this meeting produced a profound impression upon the Legislature, 
and one of its immediate results was the passage of a law establishing 
teachers' institutes. An address, delivered on invitation, i>y the 
Hon. Henry Barnard, of Connecticut, during the preceding y ar, in 
which the advantages of teachers' seminaries were pointedly a udcd 
to, also exerted a marked influence upon the minds of the Legislature 
and people, preparing the way for the act of 1 855. 

Governor Price, in his message delivered January 9th, 1855, directed 
the attention of the Legislature to the subject in the following lan
guage : 

" I regret to say that our educational system is not equal to that 
of many of the States. We have no training schools, no Normal 
Schools for teachers. It is only through the teacher that education 
can be diffused, which should em brace females as well as males. Our 
public schools must be placed on a footing as respectable as any other 
seminaries of lea rning. The influence of te achers upon th e character 
and destinies of the rising and all future generations is not duly esti
mated. In view, therefo re, of the practical importance of a State 
Normal School for the education of teachers, and the self-evident 
necessity, with our ability to make liberal appropriations for that 
object, I recommend the establishment of a school for the education 
of teac hers, similar to the schools established in many of the States, 
which are deemed to exert a most useful and beneficial influence on 
the cause of education in public estimation. 

" A building and site for such an institution, will, it is estimated, 
cost about twenty thousand dollars, of which some ten thousand will 
be required the present year, and the support will be about ten thou
sand dollars annually after its completion. A law will be presented 
for your consideration, providing for the government and manage
ment of such an institution, determining the number and compensa
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tion of the teachers and others to be employed, and prescribing the 
terms and conditions for the admission and instruction of pupils, 
such pupils to be apportioned among the legislative or school districts, 
conforming to the rates of population. A compliance with this re
commendation will have the most benign influence upon individual 
happiness and social prosperity." 

In accordance with the suggestions of the Governor, a bill was in
troduced which, o n the 8th of February, or one month from the de
livery of the message, became a law by a vote in the Assembly of 32 
to 22. It had previously passed the Senate by a vote of 13 to 5. 
Thus after nearly seventeen years of effort, i ntermitted occasionally 
by periods of repose, conducing to further reflection, New Jeraey was 
numbered with the other enlightened and patriotic States who recog
nize the teacher as the great motive power in popular education, and 
who count upon Normal Schools as the only fitting means for his train
ing and preparation. It is unnecessary to expatiate upon th e conse
quences of this crowning effort of the Legislature, because its results 
will be presented in the succeding parts of this paper. It is not too 
much to say, however, that the Legislature of 1855 did more for the 
advancement of common schools, and hence for all the interests of a 
civilized society, than any, if not all of it s predecessors. The people 
of this State will ever owe a d ebt of gratitude to the leading spirits 
of the State Teachers' Association and to Governor Price, for their 
earnest advocacy of a measure fraught with so many blessings to the 
long coming generations of the future. 

Having thus completed the documentary history of the movements 
which finally culminated in the establishment of a Normal School 
on t he 9th of February, 1855, I now proc eed briefly— 

II. TO RECAP ITULATE THE EVENTS ATTEND ING ITS ORGANIZATION, AND 
TO PRESE NT A SUMMARY OF ITS OPERATIONS TO THE CLOSE O F THE 
CURRENT TERM. 

As all that part of the history of the institution prior to the pres
ent term, has been detailed in former reports, it will be necessary only 
to refer to those documents, in passing, for such facts as may be ne
cessary to a continuous narrative of the movement to the commence
ment of the 16th term in February, 1863. With these reports and 
the present statement before him, the inquirer upon this subject will, 
it is believed, be presented with one ot the most detailed and com
plete accounts of a successful experiment on a comprehensive scale 
for the prepartion of teachers, any where to be found. 

OPENING OF THE SIXTEENTH TERM. 

Attendance. 

The sixteenth term was opened on the 9th of February last with 
an increased attendance of pupils. In order to exhibit the history of 
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the comparative attendance at the school from its organization to the 
close of the present term, the subjoined table is presented and com
mended to the attention of the 

First term, \'>1 - .<• 
Second, - - -
Third, 
Fourth, -
Fifth, 
Sixth, 
Seventh, -
Eighth, -
Ninth, -
Tenth, -
Eleventh, 
Twelfth, 
Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth, -
Fifteenth, 
Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, -q\V; 

The number of different puj 
From the above tab le it appears that the school is s teadily recover

ing from the depression caused by the breaking out of the war, the 
number at present being about equal to the attendance during the 
year prior to the advent of t he rebellion. 

I have taken measures which, i t is hoped, will secure a steady in
crease of numbers until the resources of the institution shall be fully 
taxed, to recruit the thinned ranks of the truly qualified teachers 
required for the public service in this State. A circular is now s ent 
to all the township superintendents in the State near the close of eac h 
term, calling their attention to the vacancies in the school, and solicit
ing their active efforts in behalf of a constant supply of pupils from 
year to year. If the active exertions of these officers could be enlisted 
in the work, the value of the Normal School would be immediately 
doubled, inasmuch as at least twice the number at present under 
instruction could be taught, with a small increase of our present 
teaching force. 

A catalogue for t he present year will be found in the appendix to 
this report. 

In order to facilitate the work of reference to the names and resi
dences of those who have been trained at the institution from the 
beginning, and as a not uninteresting chapter of its history, I have 
caused to be prepared a complete catalogue of its officers and students, 
from it s organization in 1 855 to the present time. This catalogue 
will also be found in the appendix. 

Trustees. 
Males. Females. Total. 

13 31 44 
22 47 69 
25 62 87 
21 69 90 
35 85 120 
29 68 97 
31 87 118 
38 71 109 
43 97 140 
32 79 111 
26 68 94 
18 35 53 
13 45 58 
19 54 73 
23 79 102 
25 75 100 
24 86 110 

ils for the ye ar is 141. 
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Improved Qualifications of Candidates for Admission. 
This gratifying feature in the 'workings of o ur system still continues 

to develop itself. Each succeeding class admitted, seems to show a 
decided advance in respect to literary attainments and general ability 
over its predecessor. This is in part owing, no doubt, to the reflex 
influence of the school itself. Many of our new recruits come from 
schools taught by our graduates, and are inspired with some portion 
of t he zeal which they carry with them into their great field of labor. 
As a consequence of this fact, too, the standard of admission is be
coming gradually higher, and the forces of the institution are being 
directed more to that special professional training of its pupils, which 
is its more immediate object. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

The course and order of studies, and the general programme of 
exercises, remain unchanged. They will be foun d in full in the report 
for last year, and it is not deemed necessary to reproduce them here. 
Experience has shown that this course as nearly meets the present 
requirements of our common schools as any heretofore devised, inas
much as the attested success in the field of those who have been sub
jected to it is fully equal, if not superior, to that presented by any 
former precedent. 

Practice in the Model School. 
Ever deeply impressed with the necessity of combining practice 

with theory in the training of teachers for their important work, the 
undersigned has given to the problem of the means by which this 
desideratum may be rea lized his best thought and most earnest solici
tude. The difficulties in the way of securing a conclusive test of the 
adaptation, both natural and acquired, of a teacher's fitness for the 
duties of his office, while at the same time undergoing the rigors of a 
course of study, are many and great. 

In the first place, being deficient in scholarship, his faculties are 
taxed to the utmost to supply his general mental needs, and hence, 
if sent to a practice school, he must go with a divided interest and a 
partial attention, which do not afford the most promising augury of 
success. Or if he bend his energies for the time being solely to his 
experimental duties as a pupil-teacher, he is interrupted in his studies, 
he loses the connection of the subjects under consideration by his class, 
and experiences a positive loss which it is difficult if not impossible to 
repair. 

Nor is this all. The class to which h e belongs is a sufferer by the 
successive absences of its members for duty in the practice room, and 
the result is pre cisely like that which follows from truancy and absen
teeism, now the great bane of our school system everywhere. 

And again. Practice, to be effective eith er as a test of adaptation 
or as a m eans of developing that adaptation where it exists, should be 
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frequent and as continuous as possible. In order that the Normal 
School may work fully up to the standard which is exacted of it, to 
wit: that of making the test of success or failure in the candidate 
certain and positive, the greater part of at least one full term of five 
months should be devoted to practice, under careful direction and 
supervision. Every lesson given by a pupil-teacher should be care
fully pre-considered. Its subject should be fully at command. Its 
theory, that is to say, the purpose for which it is to he given, together 
with the part to be performed alike by the teacher and the taught, 
should be c learly before the mental vision of the practitioner, in order 
that he may work for a definite end and with a worthy aim. Such, 
gentlemen, are some of the difficulties, and such are a few of the 
requirements surrounding this subject. Experience is no guide unless 
it be properly directed, and unless its results be carefully noted and 
compared, and the rightful deductions be made therefrom. Practice 
may be blind, and hence unproductive. Certainly malpractice can 
do no more than confirm bad habits and multiply already grievous 
errors. 

To sum up the case briefly, the following are, in the judgment of 
the undersigned, the principles which should govern the workings of 
a system of prac tice for the pupils in a training school: 

i. The practice should be the result of th e clear perception, on t he 
part of the pupil, of the right theory. He should know the end for 
which he works. 

II. It should be under careful supervision and subject to equally 
careful criticism. 

III. It should be sufficiently prolonged to familiarize the pupil-
teacher with the leading methods, and confirm him in their execution. 

IV. It shouldd be afforded under circumstances which preclude all 
the embarrassments arising from interrupted studies, and a divided 
attention between learning and imparting. 

During the past year the undersigned has devoted much thought 
and labor to the problem of adjusting a sys tem of practice to the 
conditions imposed by the present organization of the Normal and 
Model Schools. And although the plan proposed does not meet th e 
requirements of the case as fully as could be desired, yet it is found 
to work smoothly, an d to afford v ery encouraging results. 

This plan, in all its minute details, is embodied in a document 
herewith submitted to you. Permit me to invite your careful atten
tion to it. Of course, all the work called for by thi s scheme cannot 
be secured under the present circumstances of the Model School 
organization, inasmuch as the great bulk of the teaching therein is 
done by permanent teachers, leaving but a few classes in a limited 
number of subjects for the manipulations of the members of our 
graduating classes. 

It is believed to be unnecessary to explain in de tail the plan pre
sented in th e accompanying document, as an attentive perusal of it 
will carry along its own elucidation. The general features of this 
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plan were originally devised by the undersigned, wliile in char ge of 
the practice department of the Normal School of the State of New 
York. I am indebted to one of my succ essors in that department for 
many of t he suggestions embraced therein. 

Under the regulations and suggestions set forth in the accompany
ing document, one member of the graduating class has been detailed 
weekly for duty in one of the lower grades of the Model School. 
Generally, however, a day or two of the previous week is devoted to 
preliminary observation, to the end that the pupil-teacher may become 
somewhat familiar with the names and attainments of the children, 
and with t he programme of ex ercises in the room t o which he is se nt. 
Certain classes are then assigned to the practitioner, on certain speci
fied subjects, and he is allowed one week in which to develop those 
subjects, under the supervision of the undersigned and of Professor 
Hart, who has cordially cooperated in the execution of the design 
indicated. These classes are taught, for the time being, in a room 
apart from the grade to which they belong, and thus the practitioner 
has an opportunity of exhibiting his tact and skill as a disciplinarian. 
By this plan, each candidate for g raduation may secure from one to 
two weeks of practice in his proposed profession, and thus his adapta
tion to its duties may in a measure be tested, wliile he will, at the 
same time, receive some useful hints in the direction of his future 
efforts. The drawback to this plan is, the loss of one or two weexs 
from the class exercises of the student before alluded to. But the 
loss is probably compensated for in the advantages arising from the 
performance of the actual duties of th e teacher. 

Library and Apparatus, <fc. 

The chief needs of th e Normal School are now for a suitable library 
of reference, and for apparatus and cabinets for the illustration of 
the physical and natural sciences. 

Nothing contributes more to the success of teachers in their pre
paratory course, than the use of standard works in their profession. 
Through them the experiences of the past become the instructors of 
the present, and the young teacher goes forth to his field of active 
duty thoroughly furnished with t he wisdom and inspired by the exam
ple of those who have trodden the rough paths of professional life 
before him. When the teachers of our common schools, as a class, 
shall learn to read and reflect as well as to practice, a great step will 
have been taken toward the perfection of the system of public in
struction. 

A great necessity exists for an increase of the chemical and philo
sophical apparatus used in the school, and for augmenting the collec
tion in Natural History. These branches of study are becoming so 
prominent in our courses of inst ruction, that it seems indispensable to 
increase the facilities for imparting a thorough and accurate knowl
edge of them in the Normal School. By a joint resolution of the 
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Senate and Assembly, passed at the session of 1859, the Aormal 
School is entitled to a complete suite of the minerals and fossils col
lected under the auspices of the geological survey. For some reason, 
not yet explained, the purposes of this resolution have never been 
carried out, and the collection is withheld from the uses of the insti
tution. It would seem that no more appropriate disposition could 
possibly be made of a State collection than to deposit the same 'with 
an institution peculiarly its own, and devoted to the training of those 
who in ti me are to become the teachers of its citizens. The possession 
of these specimens would supply a pressing want, and greatly con
duce to the increase of a knowledge of t he resources of the State. 

The Farnum Preparatory School. 

The attention of the Trustees is respectfully directed to the brief 
report of Mrs. P. C. Case, to whose immediate charge, under the 
direction of the undersigned, this important adjunct of our Normal 
School system has been for the past six months committed, lhe 
attendance for the past year has been very large, and up to the present 
"writing it contin ues rapidly to increase. The capacity of the building 
will soon be exhausted and it will become necessary, if the present 
state of thin gs continues, to refuse admission to those who may apply. 
This gratifying state of facts is due to the superior character of its 
teachers, all of whom are laboring with zeal and fidelity in the dis
charge of the ir special duties. 

The organization of the school is such as to secure thorough instruc
tion in all the departments, from the object class in the primary 
school to the preparatory or training class, composed of those who 
are fitting themselves to become teachers. ^ 

There is now comprised in its organization a Practice School, com
posed of children from five to eight or nine years of age; a Model 
School u nder an accomplished teacher, and made up of children from 
seven to ten years of age ; an Intermediate School, whose pupils are 
from ten to fourteen or fifteen years of age; and a Preparatory and 
Training School, embracing those who are more than fifteen years 
of age, together with those who are qualifying themselves for the 
work of primary teachers. 

The Practice, Model and Preparatory Departments afford all the 
elements necessary for a Normal School, and as such they are work
ing most efficiently and successfully in that capacity. The adjust
ment of the appliances for securing good primary teachers is 
complete. In the Preparatory Department the pupils receive addi
tions to their store of general knowledge, and are grounded in the 
principles of their art. In the Model School they witness the appli
cation of those principles by a master mind and an expert hand. _ In 
the Practice School the pupil-teacher herself works out the principles 
she has mastered in the Preparatory, through study, and confirmed in 
the Model class through observation. The practice is repeated with 
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each returning day •with classes in the appropriate department, while 
each pupil-teacher in t urn takes charge of th e Practice School for two 
weeks at a time, thus becoming iamiliar with the entire routine of 
school duty. The Intermediate Department is now v ery large, and 
occupies three rooms in the building. This department occupies 
itself for the most part with instruction in the elementary and some 
of the higher English branches. It stands toward the Preparatory 
department in the relation of a reservoir of supply from which the 
former draws fresh accessions as its numbers diminish, by a comple
tion of th e course of t raining on the part of those who graduate. 

I he building occupied by this school is sadly in need of repairs, 
and unless soon taken in hand will become unfit for the purposes to 
which it is dedicated. The roof is in a very leaky condition, and the 
walls and ceilings are rapidly deteriorating in consequence of the 
frequent discharges of w ater resulting from this state of th ings. The 
neating apparatus, too, is wholly inadequate to the wants of the school 
in its present state of expansion. With the aid of the two furnaces 
now employed , i t is difficult properly to heat the main floor alone, 
while in the colder weather the use of the upper story is impracticable. 
In view of the important part which this valuable auxiliary to the 
Normal bchool now perfo rms in the scheme for training teachers, and 
m view of the powerful influence for good which it is capable of 
exerting upon the cause of education at large, I would respectfully 
recommend that an application be ma de to the Legislature for an 
appiopriation to place the building in good repair and in a comforta
ble and convenient condition. 

Surely for no pu rpose can the resources of a State be more legiti
mately or more profitably applied. No expenditure is more certain 
to yield a r ich return than that which is judiciously made to promote 
the efficiency of the schools in which the people are to be educa ted. 
And, morever, no enl ightened, progressive Christian State can afford 
to neglect these sources of all her material, social and political pros
perity. r r 

As an increasing interest is begining to be generally felt in the 
preparatory School, and a desire has been expressed by many to 
know more of its origin, it may be pro per for me to refer once more 
to the detailed account of its plan of organization and early history 
to the second annual report So much of the last will and testament 
of Mr. Farnum with the codicil thereto, as refers to this noble bene-
taction, will be found in t he appendix to this report. 

I next proeeeed to present: 
III. The results which have been real ized through the in-Urnment-

ality, both d irect and indirect, of the State Norma? School as shown 
State 6 UP°n PUbhC °pim0n' and Up°n the sch°o1 system of the 

In discussing this topic, the undersigned deems it fortunate that he 
is spared the necessity of multiplying his own words, and that he is 
able to summon witnesses whose t estimony is not only disinterested 
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but unquestionable. He desires to sum up the discussions and the 
exhausting labors of the past eight years, pursued amid almost every 
obstacle that indifference could present or malice propose, in the light 
of the actual results accruing from an experiment on a most compre
hensive and liberal scale for the training and preparation of teach ers 
for the duties of a high and responsible vocation. By this means it 
was believed that a decisive conclusion might be reached to a most im
posing argument, in which the mind of a whole commonwealth has 
been engaged through the period of a lengthened and elaborate ex
periment. 

It was also believed that thus the question would be finally settled 
in this State, and that the verdict rendered in the case would prove 
of great advantage to other States passing through the same trial, 
by fortifying them in the progress of their great work, and stimu
lating still others to similar efforts for the elevation of their schools 
through the logical process of elevating their teachers. The results 
will be presented in the form of reports from school officers and ex
pressions of opinion from the Faculties of colleges, Boards of educa
tion, and from citizens eminent for their intelligence and worth in 
the community. 

For the purpose of showing these results in a manner most easy of 
reference, and in order to exhibit the effect which t he Normal School 
has produced upon the different localities in the State, the communi
cations are presented, 

First—From public bodies and from persons who may be said to 
represent the State at large, and 

yecon(l—From those who reflect the shades of opinion in the dif
ferent counties. 

I. THE STATE AT LARGE. 

I herewith submit letters received from five of the gentlemen who 
have been elected to the office of Governor of the State under the 
new Co nstitution. The list comprises all of the ex-Governors now 
living. The communications were in response to the subjoined, or to 
a similar letter addressed to each. 

Copy of a letter to Hon. Daniel Haines, elected Governor in the 
year 1847. 

NORMAL SCH OOL, NOV. 24 , 1863. 
Dear Sir:—Presuming that you have seen enough of the results 

which have accrued to the State from the establishment of the Normal 
School, to have come to some conclusion respecting its utility and 
necessity, as well as respecting the duty of continuing it as a part of 
the permanent school system of New Je rsey, I address you this note 
soliciting an expression of yo ur views upon the subject. 

Having despatched more than two hundred similar letters to school 
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officers and influential citizens in every county, and in nearly every 
township, I am daily receiving the responses to the same, and am 
happy to assure you that they are of such a character as to leave no 
doubt that the institution will he t riumphantly sustained by the peo
ple, who universally desire its permanent establishment. 

I am particularly desirous of securing an expression from the gen
tlemen who have occupied the Gubernatorial Chair of the State, and 
to this end have addressed Messrs. Olden, Newell, Price and Fort, 
with whom, as with yourself, I have the honor of a personal acquaint
ance. 

I am sure that I do not need to present to you the paramount con
siderations which commend this institution, its objects and its results, 
to the kindly and hearty support of ev ery good citizen who has in his 
heart an aspiration for the highest welfare of this commonwealth, 
through the generations yet to come. Firmly convinced that upon 
its permanent continuance and upon i ts unimpaired efficiency, mainly 
depends the ultimate success of our now imperfect common school 
system, and, consequently, that wide spread intelligence and incor
ruptible virtue which are the only safeguards of a free people, I am, 
I hope, pardonably anxious to bring the citizens of New Jersey to 
the same. 

May I therefore ask you. to communicate your views to me at your 
earliest convenience, so that they may occupy a place in our annual 
report, to be in the hands of the Governor on or before the 10th of 
December proximo ? 

With great regard, I am very respectfully, 
Truly yours, WM. F. PHELPS. 

Hon. DANIEL HAINES. 

From Ex-G-overnor Haines. 
NEWARK, Dec. 7th, 1863. 

Eear Sir .*—X am in the receipt of your note requesting an expres
sion of my views respecting the utility of the State Normal School, 
and of th e propriety of continuing it. In reply, I do not know that 
I can do better than to refer you to my views heretofore publicly 
expressed in an inaugural address of 1848, and in messages' to the 
Legislature in the next succeeding years. 

Deeply impressed with the necessity of establishing an efficient 
system of common schools, and with the belief that it ?s th e duty of 
the State to provide for the proper education of its youth, for the 
cultivation of the minds and morals of those who are to become its 
future rulers and electors, and the mothers of the feneration suc
ceeding them, I embraced what I believed to be the most fitting 
opportunities of presenting the subject to the consideration of the 
Legislature and its constituency. 

The common school system was then becoming an object of o-eneral 
and increasing interest, and the Legislature were ready to adopt any 
measure which they thought would tend to perfect it. The Normal 
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School in other States had been tested and found to be an efficient 
and necessary aid to the system ; but in this State it was a novelty. 
With characteristic prudence, and commendable caution, the subject 
was entertained and discussed, but definite action was not taken until 
the public mind was consulted and fully and favorably expressed. 
Then our State Normal School was instituted. For some eight years 
it has been efficiently an d successfully accomplishing the purpose for 
which it was designed, " the training and education of te achers in the 
art of instructing and governing the common schools of t he State.' 

Thus the Normal School was incorporated into and made the very 
foundation of our school system; and has in my judgment met the 
public expectation and proved itself to be an indispensable support. 

Having been so thoroughly and satisfactorily tested, it would seem 
to be the part of wisdom to continue it not only, but to secure its 
permanency as well. 

Should proper measures be adopted to increase the public school 
fund, the expenses of the institution could be readily met without 
recourse to the ordinary revenues of the State; but until such mea
sures can be matured, there appears to me no good reason why an 
institution so valua ble and so essential to the efficiency of the com
mon schools should not be plficed on a permanent foundation. 

Such are my views, ha stily expressed, but adopted after much c on
sideration. 

Yery respectfully your obedient servant, 
DANIEL HAINES. 

Professor WILLIAM F. PHELPS, Trenton, N. J. 
From Ex-Governor Fort. 

NEW EGYPT, December 5 th, 1863. 
My Fear Sir:—Your favor of the 24th ult., asking an expression 

of th e " views of the intelligent portion of the community respecting 
the necessity and utility of continuing the Normal School as a part of 
the permanent school system of t he State," was received by me a few 
days since 

The design of the Normal School is to educate teachers for the 
business of teaching in the public schools of the State. It holds the 
same rela tion to " Teachers' Institutes," that the militia system of 
the Slates holds to the regular army of the United States. The one 
is transient and temporary in its effects, the other is certain, complete 
and permanent. 

Why should not the teachers be educated for professional duty, 
trained to impart knowledge, as much as the minister, the lawyer or 
the medical practitioner ? The theory is not alone essential; the 
teacher as well needs practical precepts and a th orough and system
atic training. 

A traveler may grope along and find his way in the dark, but he 
will succeed much be tter if he has sunlight, in addition to his knowl
edge of the way. 
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I am satisfied that the popular sentiment of our State is favorable 
to the continuance of the institution. It is considered an essential 
integrent of the progressive movements of the day, and cannot be 
dissevered from them without impairing the whole. That the State 
Normal School has been exceedingly useful during the short period 
of its existence cannot, I think, he successfully disputed. As a trustee 
of the institution, for a brief term, I had occasion to observe its ope
rations, and did not fail to note the various improvements introduced 
in imparting knowledge of the several branches of literature taught 
in our public schools. It does not inaugurate a " royal road to learn
ing," or, in a vulgar sense, make the acquisition of knowledge easy, 
hut impresses facts upon the mind, institutes habits of investigation, 
excites the reasoning faculties, gives to the student practical views of 
business, and tends to establish that aptitude for self-reliance so 
requisite in forming a complete character in the varied relations of life. 

Deeply impressed with the great value of the institution to the 
people and the State, in improving the system of common school 
instruction, I feel especially desirous that the fostering hand of legis
lation should be extended to preserve, maintain and establish it on a 
permanent basis. That such will be the result of the deliberations of 
our representative bodies, I cannot doubt. 

Yours respectfully, 
GEO. F. FORT. 

Professor W. F. PHELPS, N. J. State Normal School. 

From Ex-Governor Price. 
IIAZLEWOOD, RAMSEY, BE RGEN CO., Dec. 10, 1863. 

My Bear Sir:—In reply to your letter of the 23rd ultimo, allow 
me to say that the Normal School, in my opinion, is the great and 
primary necessity of the educational system so wisely adopted by the 
State. Its influence and usefulness have been of infinite value, bene
fitting directly or indirectly every school district in the State. Its 
direct and reflective influence has produced a great change in the 
qualifications of our teachers, and my most sanguine expectations of 
its usefulness have been realized. I have every confidence that an 
appreciative and enlightened Legislature will make the required ap
propriations for the continuance of so beneficent an institution. The 
people of New Jersey will not surely take a step backward in th eir 
marked career of educational advancement. The eminent success of 
the Normal School, and the earnest zeal with which I advocated its 
establishment, constitute one of the most agreeable memories of my 
own administration of the affairs of the State. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

RODMAN M. PRICE. 
Wit. F. PHELPS, Esq., Principal Normal School, Trenton, N. J. 
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From Ex-Governor Newell. 
ALLENTOWN, N . J., Jan. 1, 1864. 

To Professor Phelps, Principal State Formal School: 
Dear Sir:—In reply to your note requesting an expression of my 

views respecting the utility and necessity of establishing the Normal 
School as a part of the educational system of the State, I beg t o as
sure you that the proposition has my unqualified approval. 

I have observed with much solicitude and pleasure, the progress of 
your institution, and hear cheerful testimony that in the preparation 
of thoroughly trained teachers ; in introducing a complete system of 
instruction; a higher standard of common school education; in 
awakening the public mind to the necessity and advantage of further 
improvement; and in i ts general stimulating and elevating influence 
upon the subject of education, it has accomplished, fully, the expec
tations of its founders and friends. I trust and believe that its ca
pacity for good will not be curtailed, but he strengthened and en
larged. The true policy of the State is to foster and encourage an 
institution capable of exerting so beneficial an influence upon our 
population for generations to come; to raise still higher the standard 
of common school instruction that we may rank with t he most ad
vanced of the sisterhood of States in the intelligence of our people 
as we do in energy, enterprise and patriotic heroism. 

I must congratulate you, sir, and the trustees, upon the eminent 
success which has attended your administration of the affairs of the 
institution. No better evidence of its excellence is needed than the 
judgment expressed in my hearing not long since by ex-Governor 
Boutwell, the Secretary of the Board of Education of the State of 
Massachusetts, after witnessing its operations, that " the New Jersey 
State Normal School is equal to the best." 

I am sir, yours, very respectfully, 
WM. A. NEWELL. 

From Ex-Governor Olden. 
PRINCETON, NOV. 30, 1863. 

TVm. F. Phelps, Esq., Principal of State Normal School: 
Dear Sir-I understand that application will be made to the 

Legislature at its next session for such legislation as will place the 
State Normal School on a permanent basis. It unquestionably has 
done much for the cause of education by qualifying teachers, who 
are now to be found in charge of probably a majority of the public 
schools of the State. It would ce rtainly be bad policy for the Legis
lature to withhold th e aid that is necessary, after what was an exper
iment has proved successful, and when the school is in the full tide 
of usefulness. I therefore trust the application may succeed and the 
institution be recognized as a part of the school system of the State. 

Yery respectfully yours, 
CHARLES S. OLDEN. 

4 
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NEW BRUNSWICK, November 16, 1863. 
Wm. F. Phelps, A. M.: 

My Pear Sir:—In reply to your request that our Faculty should 
give you an expression of opinion relative to the value of our State 
Normal School, and the importance of perpetuating it as an institu
tion of th e State, I have the honor of info rming you that the Faculty 
unanimously passed the enclosed as such expression, and directed it 
to be signed by the President and Secretary, and forwarded to you. 

Yery respectfully yours, 
DAVID COLE, 

Secretary of the F aculty. 

From the Faculty of Rutgers College, New Brunswick, N. J. 

The public school in this city has been in operation for nearly 
twelve years, and during that time has had in constant employment 
from fifteen to thirty teachers. Of these, the largest part have been 
educated at Normal Schools, and nearly half of them in the State 
school at Trenton. Our city school has been eminently successful, 
and its success is mainly due to the employment of teachers who are 
malting teaching a profession, and have fitted themselves for its 
duties by a course of preparatory training at an institution devoted to 
that end. 

So well satisfied are our c itizens and the Board of Education of the 
necessity for trained teachers, that they have made a rule that all 
the teachers employed hy the Board shall have a course of preparatory 
instruction at the State Normal School, and shall come with the 
recommendation of its officers. 

We are thoroughly convinced of the great value to the State of a 
Normal School for teachers, and know of no way in which a portion 
of th e public money can be so efficiently a pplied to promote the cause 
of public education, and we trus t that the institution which has been 
so successfully established by the State will continue to receive its 
fostering care. 

WM. II. CAMPBELL, President. 
DAVID COLE, Secretary. 

From Mr. Jacob Schmidt, an Eminent Teacher from Germany. 

TRENTON, January 12th. 1864. 
Prof. Wm. F. Phelps: 

Pear (Sir.-—The greatest happiness of a State or country is a well 
educated population. To get this we must have good teachers from 
the lowest regio ns to the highest. For the latter, we ha ve verv good 
teachers at our colleges, but our common schools are generally very 
poorly provided with teachers. The only way to get good teachers 
is to raise them in Normal Schools. 

These institutions are at the present time scarce in the Union, and 
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"where there are some, we generally find a great number of females 
and few males who ar e preparing themselves for the career of teachers. 
Rut what is the reason of it ? I think it lies in the pay which t hey 
receive for teaching. The salaries for common school teachers are 
generally very low, and it is, as Wessenberg says, "Teachers have 
work l ike asses, and victuals like flies." 

When Bavaria established its Normal Schools in 1818, the govern
ment, in the beginning, was very anxious to get plenty of scholars ; 
therefore it resolved to giv e such young men as would enter the school 
some advantages. The following were some of the privileges granted 
them: 

1. Every person who shall receive a good certificate at a Normal 
School, shall be free from military service. 

2. The most industrious students shall receive an annual premium 
of from fifty to one hundred dollars. 

3. Poor students shall be educated at the expense of the govern
ment. 

4. Every community shall build fine school-houses, and pay their 
teachers well. 

After such inducements, the government received more applicants 
than it could accommodate. Since many of them were very ignorant, 
it selected some of the best teachers from each province, whose d uty 
it was to instruct these students until they had acquired the prelimin
ary knowledge necessary to understand the instruction given at the 
Normal Schools. The course was then completed in two years. 

I suppose if our S tate could do something to give the young men a 
hopeful future, the Normal School would have plenty of male scho lars. 

Yours respectfully, 
JACOB SCHMIDT. 

From the Faculties of the Theological Seminary and the College of 
New Jersey, at Princeton. 

PRIXCETOX, November 1 8th, 1863. 
The undersigned are deeply convinced of the value of the State 

Normal School at Trenton. So far as they severally know, it has 
been ably and faithfully conducted, and has contributed efficient a id 
in elevating the standard of popular education throughout the com
monwealth of New Jersey. They therefore unite, with others of thei r 
fellow citizens, in commending it to the continued support and favor 
of th e State Legislature and authorities. 
Charles Hodge, John Maclean, 
Alexander T. McGill, W. Henry Green, 
James C. Moffat, C. Wistar Hodge, 
Lyman H. Atwater, Arnold Guyot, 
Stephen Alexander, G. Mnsgrave Giger, 
J. S. Schanck, H. C. Cameron, 
J. H. Mcllvaine, John T. Duffield. 
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TESTIMONY BY COUNTIES. 

In order to test thoroughly the sentiment of the people respecting 
the influence of the Normal School upon the cause of popular edu
cation, and to ascertain what were the views of intelligent citizens 
in every part of the State touching the necessity and expediency of 
making the institution a part of the permanent school system of New 
Jersey, I issued to town superintendents the circular, a copy of whic h 
is herewith presented. 

It will he observ ed that the questions invite the utmost candor in the 
replies, the desire being to ascertain the exact truth rather than to 
secure favorable responses. The answers are all given, whether favor
able or unfavorable, to the end that the true state of the case may be 
known. It will be observed that the unfavorable responses are very 
small in quantity and weak in quality, so weak, indeed, as to carry 
their own refutation on the lace which they present. The grounds 
on which one is based are evidently personal prejudice ; of another, 
on the high prices commanded by graduates of the School; and the 
others, on the expense attendant upon the support of the Institution. 

I think it will be evident to all who will r ead these communications, 
whether official or unofficial, tha t they will find in them, as a whole, 
testimony that is conclusive as to the marked success of the great 
experiment which t he State of New Jersey, on a liberal scale and for 
more than eight years, has been conducting with a view to secure 
competent teachers for her public schools. They are submitted to 
the Trustees, to the Legislature, and to the people, in the earnest 
hope that they may command the attention which the gravity of the 
subject seems to demand. 

1 have thought it advisable for many reasons to submit these letters 
in the alphabetical order of the counties from which they were received. 
.By this arrrngement the influence of the Normal School upon each 
county may readily be seen, and a comparison of results may as 
readily be m ade. 

The letters are preceded by what may be denominated the vital 
school sta tistics of t he county, which will also be found very instruct
ive. These figures demonstrate that a great work yet remains un
done, while so large a proportion of the children are not receiving 
the benefits of common school instruction. Many years of laborious 
effort will y et be required before these thousands are gathered into 
the school houses to receive the blessings of sound instruction from 
well qualified and faithful teachers. 

Copy of the Circular issued to Town Superintendents. 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

Normal School, Trenton, Nov. 1st, 1863. 
The State Normal School was opened for the "instruction and 
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practice of teachers for the public schools of New J ersey" on the 
first of Octobe r, 1855. It has therefore been in actual operation for 
a period of more than eight years. It has sent forth to different 
parts of th e State nearly 600 teachers, about 200 of whom are grad
uates. Of this entire number more than 95 per cent, have been 
actually engaged in the laudable work of elevating the standard of 
public education by introducing improved methods of instruction and 
discipline into the schools of the people, and by exerting a salutary 
influence upon their fellow teachers, as well as exciting a deeper 
interest upon the subject in the minds of citizens and school officers 
in their respective localities. 

The Institution was originally established for five years from the 
9th of February, 1855. The Legislature of 1859 passed an act for 
its further support until the 9th of February, 1865. Unless the 
requisite action for its further continuance is afforded by the Legisla
ture at its approaching session, the school will cease its existence at 
the last named date. 

Under this state of facts it seems desirable to review its history and 
to sum up, as far as possible, its results, with a view to determine 
whether the permanent establishment of the Institution is warranted 
by the benefits which have been derived from its operations in the 
past. It is important to ascertain by a careful examination of f acts, 
whether the special professional training of tea chers so far contributes 
to their superior success as to demand the continuance of the efforts 
which have heretofore been p ut forth in this direction. 

To aid me in collecting this important information, will you be so 
kind as to reply, as fully as possible, to the subjoined interrogatories, 
and to make such other statements of fact and opinion conc erning 
the influence of t he Normal School, both directly and indirectly, upon 
the cause of education, as you m ay deem useful to the objects of this 
inquiry ? 

I. Are there any teachers who have been instructed at the Normal 
School now employed in the schools of your township ? If so, how 
many ? 

II. How many such, according to your best sources of info rmation, 
have been thus employ ed since the organization of the school in 1855 ? 

III. What has been the result of their employment, as to their 
comparative success over those who have not been specially trained, 
and as to their influence upon public sentiment ? 

IV. What are the views of the intelligent portion of the comm unity 
in which you reside, as to the comparative value of trained over 
untrained teachers ? 

V. How many failures have occurred among teachers from the 
Normal School, as far as your knowledge extends, and what have 
been the causes of the same ? 

VI What are the views of the intelligent portion of your fellow 
citizens who are informed upon the subject, respecting the utility 
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and necessity of continuing the Normal School as a part of the per
manent educational system of th e State ? 

VII. Is there any decided opposition to this measure among your 
citizens, and if so, what are the grounds of such opposition ? 

Your prompt and full reply to the foregoing will greatly aid the 
investigation upon which I have entered, and will conlcr a substantial 
favor upon the cause of publi c education in this State. 

If your reply could be forwarded on or before the 20th of Novem
ber, it would be in time for the annual report required by law to be 
placed in the hands of his Excellency the Governor by the 10th of 
December. Y ours very truly, 

WM. F. PHELPS. 

Number of schools in county in 18G2, - 4-J 
Number of ch ildren of school age, - woe 
Number of chi ldren actually in schools, - - 2,oo5 
Number of chil dren not in schools, ... 1, flo 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, - - ( 
Number of No rmal pupils known t o have taught in county, 

This county supports but forty-three schools, with an aggregate of 
two thousand three hundred and eighty-five pupils attending them, 
or an average of fifty-five to each school. It has sent but seven can
didates to the Normal School, and is known to have enjoyed the 
services of only six of its pupils. The most marked effect produced 
by a Normal teacher in this county is a t Atlantic City, where a great 
change has been wrought in t he character of the school. A fine new 
school building has been erected, with five rooms, admitting oi a 
classification of the pupils and of a graduated course of study. The 
cost of the school house, when completed, will be from $4,000 to 
§5,000. The other Normal teachers employed in Atlantic county 
have been laboring in the country districts with marked success, so far 
as advised. The following is the only expression received from the 
county. 

Atlantic City. 
ATLANTIC CITY, November 28, 1863. 

Respected Sir:—I hope that I may be pardoned for not having 
complied with y our request at the proper time. Now, I presume, it 
is too late. However, I will answer the questions to the best of my 
ability. In reply to question No. 1, we have one teacher in our 
school who was instructed in a Pennsylvania Normal School. Sec
ondly, there have been but two since the organization of the school. 
The result of the employment of said teachers has been a success over 
those who were employed previously. Our present principal is not a 
Normal graduate, and has been employed s o short a time that I cannot 
yet decide as to what success he may meet with, though I think that 
I have seen others conduct schools more s atisfactory to my notion. I 
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think he is a good scholar, but a poor d isciplinarian. I have never 
heard our people draw a comparison between a trained and an un
trained teacher, but they are very anxious to have our school supplied 
with successful teachers, either those who have trained, or those who 
have had long experience and are willing to keep pace with the times. 

I cannot say that we have had a failure by a Normal graduate. 
Our people are highly favorable to the Normal School, as well as 

all other institutions calculated to advance the cause of educ ation. 
There is no deeided opposition by our people to making the Normal 

School a part of the permanent educational system of the State. 
I remain yours, with highest regard, 

E. S. REED, 
Town Superintendent. 

Extracts from Reports of Town Superintendents to the State Super
intendent of Common Schools. 

Mullica, 1860. 

We have no t eachers from the New Jersey Normal School, but have 
some good ones from "Yankee land." These are all possessed of a 
license, and attest the efficiency of our most excellent board of exa m
iners. SAMUEL STILLE, 

Town Superintendent. 
Atlantic City, 1862. 

Our school had dwindled down to about thirty scholars, while at 
the same time we numbered in this city one hundred and seventy-
eight schoolable children. Many parents would not allow th eir child
ren to attend the school, on account of the demoralizing influences 
existing there. Even some of those who kept him here for other 
purposes, refused t o permit their children to be under his instruction. 
But we have succeeded in g etting rid of him, in consequence of which 
our school was closed nearly all last spring, during which time we 
improved the opportunity by repairing our school room and looking 
around for a good teacher, and by the kindness of Professor Phelps, 
we succeeded in obtaining a Normal School graduate, who had had 
three or four year's experience in teaching, and under whose super
vision our school has rapidly increased both in numbers and interest, 
until we were compelled to secure an assistant teacher, and now you 
will see by the report that the average number of scholars in a ttend
ance is one hundred and sixteen, while our building is found too s mall 
to contain them comfortably. And now, to show you how the int erest 
in our school has increased among our citizens, at a call of the trus
tees, our citizens assembled at the school house, listened to an inter
esting discourse from Professor Phelps, and then unanimously voted 
the trustees the authority to enlarge the school building to the capacity 
of holding two hundred and fifty scholars, which work we are about 
to commence, and as soon as we have rooms enough completed, we 
purpose employing another assistant teacher. 
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So you see that now the cause of edncation in this city is progress
ing encouragingly. 

E. S. REED, 
Town Superintendent. 

BERGEN. 

Number of schools in county in 1862, - 57 
Number of children of school age, ... 6,283 
Number of children actually in scho ols, - - 3,774 
Number of children not in schools, - 2,509 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, - 20 
Number of Normal pupils known to have taught in county, 21 

The per centage of trained teachers employed in Bergen county is 
quite large, as will be seen by the above figures. The actual ratio of 
male teachers to the number of schools is not far from one half, several 
graduates of th e New York State school having taught in the county. 
At Hackensack as many as four or five have been engaged at one time. 
The effect upon the schools and upon public sentiment, as will be seen 
by the subjoined expressions, has been most marked. This county is 
now making rapid progress in the work of elevating her public schools 
through the intelligent and energetic labors of her teachers supported 
and encouraged by some of her most respectable and influential citi
zens. 

NEW BARBADOES TOWNSHIP, BERG EN COUNTY, NOV. 10, 1863. 
Professor Phelps: 

Pear Sir :—Agreeably to your request I herewith transmit the fol
lowing answers to the interrogatories contained in your circular of 
the 1st instant: 

First—There are six teachers now engaged in the schools of the 
township, who have been instructed at the Normal School; five are 
graduates. 

Second—There have been six teen such teachers employed in this 
township since the organization of the Normal School. 

Third—They have, with scarcely an exception, succeeded admira
bly, and the employing of trained teachers has had a tendency to 
stimulate a greater interest in the cause of education, and to dimin
ish the opposition to the Normal School, until at the present time the 
intelligent portion of the community admi t i t to be an institution not 
unworthy of the commonwealth of New Je rsey. 

Fourth—The intelligent portion of the community who are capa
ble of appreciating a good teacher and a good school consider special 
training a necessary prerequisite to the business of teaching, and some 
are unwilling to employ a teacher who cannot produce his professional 
credentials from t he Normal School. 

Fifth—The failure, or rather the want of success, on the part of 
one or two graduates, may be attr ibuted to the want of sympathy and 
cooperation on th e part of patrons. 
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Sixth—Every friend of educ ation regards the State Normal School 
as the most efficient an d valuable auxiliary of the educational system 
of the State, and is in favor of its becoming a permanent institution. 

Seventh—There is no opposition to this measure among the citi
zens of this place except that •which is the result of ignorance and a 
misapprehension of its end and aims. 

Yours, very truly, 
DAVID TERRENE, 

Trustee of District No. 1, Village of ll ackensack. 
JAMES L. CHRISTIE, 
JACOB II. HOPPER, 
ICHABOD CLEVELAND, 

Trustees of District No. 2, Village of Haeltensaclc. 
CHAS. HASBROUCK, M. D., 

Nx- Town Superintendent of N . Barbadoes. 
EDGAR E. VREELAND, 

Town Superintendent of N . Barbadoes. 
HACKENSACK, NOV. 20, 1863. 

Frofessor W illiam I'. Phelps, 
Dear Sir:—Agreeably to your request we, th e undersigned, take 

pleasure in transmitting the following testimonial, or e xpression ot 
opinion, of the citizens of this place, as to the utility of the Normal 
School, and the necessity of continuing it as a part of th e educational 
system of the State : 

First—That special training or preparation is a necessary pre
requisite to prepare any person for the profession of teac hing. 

Second——That the State Normal School was instituted to afford 
instruction and practice to those who desire to enter the profession, 
and to supply the public schools of the State with well tr ained, zeal
ous and efficient te achers. 

Third—That the Normal School has fulfilled with marked ability 
and success the objects for which it was established, and has met the 
expectations of i ts most sanguine friends. 

Fourth—That the Normal School has through its graduates ex
erted a salutary influence in the cause of popular education, and 
demonstrated the superiority of trained over untrained teachers. 

Fifth—That the educational interests of the State imperatively 
demand the continuation of the Normal School, which is doing so 
much to elevate the standard of education, and to increase the effi
ciency and usefulness of our public schools. 

Sixth—That the State Normal School should receive the fostering 
care of our State Legislature and be permanently established as a 
part of our educational system. (^'gfled)) 
David Terhune, Rey- J°'ln Y. DeBaun, 
C. L. Blauvelt,' John Iluyler, 
E- E. Vreeland, S. A. Canfield, 
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James B. Cleveland, John B. Cleveland, 
Ichabod Cleveland, Y. M. Ramee, 
Lewis Irish, H. A. Hooper, M. D., 
Peter Bogert, Jr., M. M. Knapp, 
Ichabod Cleveland, James L. Christie, 
Jacob II. Hopper, John L. Earle, 
R. B. Terhune, Richard Paulison, 
Robert Conklin, A. Burlew, 
E. Wood, George A. Doremus, 
Lucas A. Voorhis, Henry G. Hooper, 
A. E. Satin, II. W. Adams, 
John II. Zabriskie, Henry B. Zabriskie, 
Cornelius W. Christie, Abraham Collins, 
David M. Terhune, John N. Ackerman, 
T. II. Gemmel, W. S. Banta. 

IIOHOKUS, Nov. 17, 1863. 
William F. Phelps: 

Pear Sir:—According to your request I will endeavor to make 
such replies to the interrogatories contained in the circular as my in
formation of the subject will allow . 

There is at present but one Normal teacher in our township. There 
have been very few such since the organization of the Normal School— 
probably not more than four or five. Those who to my knowledge 
have taught, have maintained their situations for so limited a time 
that it is quite impossible to make any statement as to their superi
ority over o thers. Their not maintaining their positions for a longer 
time should not, I think, be a ttributed to a failure on their part, but 
more probably owing to a deficiency of salary. As to the views of 
the intelligent portion of the community as regards the merits of 
Normal teachers, I can give no decided answer, as I do not recollect 
having made this a subject of conversation with any ; but I would 
venture to express my opinion that they would favor the trained 
teachers as a class, rather than the untrained. The reason I think 
is palpable. 

I do not imagine that any of our citizens of any respectability or 
intelligence would show any opposition to the continuing of the Nor
mal School as a permanent institution. 

As for myself, and I will undertake to speak in the name of every 
well-wisher of the community and lover of education, I wish to see 
every school occupied by a well-trained teacher—so well paid as to 
make his situation permanent; then, undoubtedly, we would plainly 
see the advantages to be reaped from an institution of the State, 
from which would radia te an influence which would benefit every mem
ber of society. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
A. S. ZABRISKIE, M. D. 



REPORT OF STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 59 

HACKENSACK, NOV. 5, 1863. 
Professor W. F. Phelps: 

$ir;—At your request I will endeavor to answer the questions 
proposed in the circular of November 1st. 

We have two teachers from the Normal School. Can not tell the 
number employed since 1855, but know that there have been sev
eral. The result of Normal teachers over untrained, I think deci
dedly in favor of th e former. The thinking portion of th e community 
are in favor of trained teachers, and desire the continuance Oi the 
Normal School. 

Respectfully, 
JOHN HOPPER, 

Town Superintendent, Lodi. 
CLOSTEE, Nov. 30, 1863. 

Professor P helps: 
Sir .-—Upon looking over unanswered letters I observe yours among 

the list. I beg pardon for the neglect. It should have been answered 
before. I have read your circular and will reply accordingly. 

Question 1st—Answer: There are no teachers who have been in
structed at the Normal School now employed in my town ship. 

Question 2nd—Answer: But one to my knowledge, although a3 
this is the first year of my office I may be mistaken, and I am sony 
to say there are no records to which I may refer for information. 

Question 3rd—Answer 
Question 4th—Answer: We believe them to be far superior. 
Question 5 th—Answer: 
Question 6 th—Answer: I think they are willing to aid and en

courage its support. 
Question 7th—Answer: None whatever. 
My hearty co-operation you shall freely have in procuring candi

dates. I believe it will build up our system of teaching m New 
Jersey, to procure the services of Normal teachers in our vanous 
townships, and consequently will use my influence to that effect. 

Youra respectfully, DAVID NAIGLE, 
Town Superintendent, Harrington. 

EXGLEWOOD, NOV. 7 , 1863. 
William F. Phelps, Fsq.: 

Pear SirYour favor of the 2nd inst., is received. I embrace 
the first leisure I have since had, to reply. In answer to the first four 
interrogatories contained in your circular, I say that since the organ
ization of our State Normal School, not one of its graduates has re
ceived employment in this (Hackensack) township, nor has any one, 
to my knowledge , a sked for it. 

A few years since, and prior to tlie establishment of oui ASoimal 
School, we had four grad uates of the New York State Normal School, 
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teaching in this township ; they all failed to give full satisfaction. In 
my official capacity, I attempted to investigate the cause of their un
popularity. In every instance I discovered them to be firmly estab
lished in a certain routine of practice from which they would not di
verge to the right or left. Any suggestion of my own they would 
receive politely but never adopt. Their discipline was unexception
able, with but a single exception. I further discovered that their 
reading had extended no further than that contained in the text books 
of the school room; hence their powers of illustration and compari
son were feeble, and their general intelligence limited. Perhaps, how
ever, they did not fairly tepresent the school from which they came. 

From what I have said above, you will readily perceive that I never 
yet have had the opportunity to test the value and usefulness of our 
Normal School, nor the comparative success of its graduates over 
those who have not been specially trained. 

There appears to be neither opposition or favor to the Normal 
School. Very little is said of the institution by my fellow towns
people. If the subject be discussed among them to any extent, I 
know nothing of i t; but, connected as I am with the schools here, I 
think, that if t here were any manifestations of disfavor I would hear 
of them. Our people seem to be ve ry apathetic. 

A year or two since the subject was dis cussed with much bitterness 
by the local teachers and by others educated in the New York State 
Normal School, who taught in a contiguous township. It arose from 
jealousy felt by one or both parties. The exact origin I believe to 
have been an asserted supremacy on the part of the Normal teachers, 
who claimed a position above those who had not enjoyed the advan
tages of a Normal School. The utility of the Normal School was only 
incidentally discussed. The debate was carried on in our county 
papers with much acrimony. The amenities were discarded. For
tunately, the public became disgusted and the teachers ashamed, and 
the subject was dropped. At present they are at peace, and I hope 
will rem ain so. 

It is proper to add that I remained a passive spectator of the con
test, although I was charged with being inimical to our Normal School. 
I repelled the charge at once, because i t had no foundation in fact. 
I then said very distinctly, as follows, viz : " I profess to bo friendly 
to State Normal Schools, for the prime reason that teaching is a pro
fession—not a pursuit—and all who propose to embrace it should 
prepare themselves in the same manner and with the same success as 
theological, medical and law students do for their respective profes
sions, &c., &c., bu t I do not wish to undervalue others who have not 
received the benefits of a Normal School, yet, by patience, diligence 
and protracted study, have as fully qualified themselves for the pro
fession as the Normal School had qualified its pupils. They are enti
tled to our respect in proportion to their ability and fitness for the 
places they occupy; nor should they who have borne the expense of 
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their own ed ucation be supplanted by others who have had theirs paid 
for by the State." 

The last remark was intended to rebuke those who claimed a supe
riority to which they were not entitled. 

I will now give you my opinion of the value of the Normal School 
in an other aspect. Female education has been and still is much neg
lected in this section of our State. Mothers are, strictly, primary 
teachers, and do teach their children something before they are of 
school age ; but, lacking education themselves, this something amounts 
to very little after all, and is not of much value when attained. I 
say, then, emphatically, that if our Normal School should annually 
send abroad into society a few scores of well educated young ladies 
only, the benefits that would acc rue would more than compensate for 
the annual expenses of th e school. I say this, regardless of the obli
gation imposed upon graduates to teach a limited period, because I 
deprecate any legal restrictions to contract marriage. Female grtdu-
ates, after they had become wives and mothers, would constitute a 
more profitable corps of primary teachers, scattered over the State, 
than could be organized by any other process, and a high standard of 
cultivation be almost insensibly introduced, but whose influence would 
be felt and acknowledged. 

1 am fully persuaded that lady teachers, graduates of our Normal 
School or no t, if they only be well qualified, are generally the best 
teachers we have. We, unfortunately, have many itinerant male 
teachers who use th e school-room as a stepping-stone to some higher 
and more lucrative position. They do not engage in the occupation 
(for with them it is not a profession,) for any love or fitness tor it, 
but simply for their pay. These are the ones who degrade the pro
fession of teaching. On the other hand, lady teachers are, almost 
uniformly, neat, industrious, ambitious, progressive and successful, 
and are true to their trust. They elevate and adorn the profession. 
Such, at least, are the results of my own obse rvation. 

In December, 1860,1 wrote to the State Superintendent giving my 
views of what ought to be done in the way of amending our school 
laws. I will submit to you the same opinions which have undergone 
no change. I wrote as follows, viz: 

" Having had some twenty years' experience in the operations of 
the laws in reg ard to popular education, I have seen enough to satisfy 
me tha t an en tire new ac t, far in advance of the existing act and its 
numerous supplements, is greatly needed to place the institution on 
a solid basis; but public opinion is so varied and contradictory, that 
it would be found to be impossible to carry any such bill through out-
Legislature. The best thing, then, to do, is to move fo rward, step 
by step, until the people shall become prepared to receive and endorse 
an act such as I have suggested." 

The first motion, then, in my judgment, which would become pop
ular and effective, is to propose the establishment of a county organi
zation that will not increase the number ot officials nor tne county or 
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township expenses. We have an affinity of schools in the township, 
but no affinity of townships. Each township moves in its own re-
stricted orbit, entirely ignorant of what contiguous townships are 
doing. This affinity and intercourse should be so extended that the 
counties may enjoy the same facilities for the interchange of opinion 
and practice that are possessed by the townships, through which m ore 
uniformity and efficiency will be secured to our educational system. 
Now it is my opinion that the State Superintendent should be clothed 
with more executive powers than he at present has. He should be 
authorized to organize town superintendents into a body, to meet at 
such places as he may appoint, and as often as he may direct. Ihe 
superintendents, so met, among other duties, should elect county 
examiners who, in turn, would co nstitute the medium of communica
tion between the State Superintendent and the town superintendents. 

Second—The State Superintendent should have the authority to 
order Teachers' Institutes to be held in the several counties, and ap
point the time and places for holding the same, and this should be 
done irrespective of the requirement of t he signatures of forty teach
ers to an application, &c. It might be proper and desirable, how
ever, for the State Superintendent to consult the county examiners 
as to the time when and the place where the Institute shall be held; 
also, with reference to the conductors, lectures, &c. 

Third—The teachers should be r equired to attend the Institutes; 
but if it be thought to be too arbitrary to make their attendance com
pulsory, then, some plan should be devised by which teachers declining 
to avail themselves of the benefits which the State designs to confer 
through institutes, should lose caste among their brother teachers, or 
incur a d isability which should rank them lower than their colleagues 
who have embraced the opportunities offered. For instance, the ex
aminers might note in their certificates of license that the holder de
clined to attend the institute, which should be regarded as a mark of 
public disapprobation and rebuke. 

I am fu lly presuaded that these amendments would be beneficial in 
all respects* The rivalries and jealousies existing among teachers— 
their attempts to take a precedence to which they are not entitled by 
character and qualification—their indecent interference in the proper 
business of Institutes, &c., all would be met, at once, by a supervision 
irresistible and commanding, and teachers would learn their proper 
place and duty, and dictation would cease to come from them, but 
from one legally empowered to order and direct. 

Think of what I have said, and if you should favorably entertain 
these suggestions, something may be done at the approaching session 
of our Legislature. Truly yours, &c., 

JOHN VAN BRUNT. 

Professor Phelps: 
Pear Sir:—Your circular of November 1st, mailed at Hackensack 

on the 12th, came to hand to-day, and desiring to render you every 
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facility in my power to a id you in the great work before you, I take 
pleasure in promptly replying to the best of my ability. 

I know of but one teacher now em ployed in this township who is 
said to have been instructed at the Normal School. At first it was 
said he was a graduate, but when his age was named I knew that 
could not be, and it now seems he has been there one te rm or quarter. 
He is only fifteen or sixteen years old, too young to teach, and not 
likely to contribute much credit to the Normal School, for, while he 
may make some worth y efforts, he will most likely fail, because he 
lacks the ability of a thorough teacher, and such will be likely to 
bring discredit on th e Normal School. He is too boyish to succeed 
as a representative of the school. A person of the same ability, but 
of more mature years, would probably make a far better impression. 
I know of only one other who has been employed in this township 
since 1855, namely, Miss A. M. D., who was a graduate and perfectly 
competent to teach successfully in schools far more advanced than 
any in this township. She taught very satisfactorily for six months, 
when a n unnecessary difficulty about providing her with a suitable 
boarding place caused her to discontinue the school, much to the dis
appointment of even those who had inconsiderately caused that diffi
culty. There were, of course, a few who were not satisfied, but they 
were dissatisfied before she came, because she was a graduate of the 
NORMAL SCHOO L, aga inst which, I have reason to believe, they were 
ignorantly, and I am n ot sure, but I think, politically prejudiced. 

Now, if I may digress a little, I am a Democrat of the old-fashioned 
kind, and in these times I am a Governor Parker Democrat, but I 
would never let my politics interfere with the cause of education. 
And I hope every Democrat will always understand that education 
and intelligence form the most enduring basis of our State. 

To return—The result of her employment as compared with those 
not specially trained, was that she was far superior in h er education, 
mentally, morally, quantity, quality and variety, showing much ability 
in imparting instruction, and telling what she knew in such a manner 
as to interest the youthful minds, and lead them on to the comprehen
sion of things suprising even to themselves, and as to her influence 
on public sentiment, it was good and all that could be desired ; and 
the intelligent portion of her patrons here were never backward in 
expressing their appreciation of her unexceptionable usefulness and 
superiority as a teacher. The children loved her, and learned from her 
in my opinion, more and better than from any teacher before her. 

In a school district composed of a portion of this and H. town
ship, is another graduate of the Normal School, Miss E.. who I 
have been informed is very successful. I visited her school last 
year, and I was very much pleased with her teaching; but I sup
pose she will be claimed and reported to you by that township as the 
school house is located there, so that I have only two teachers to 
speak of, and these since January 1st, 1863, and so far as my info r
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mation extends they are the only favors received in this vicinity from 
the Normal School. 

I believe it is only about a year since the trustees and people here 
were urged to procure Normal School teachers. Our people have 
been a long time in waking up, and the cause probably is, they did 
not interest themselves as they should,and no one took the trouble 
to ask them to look to an institution established to meet their wants. 
However this small beginning, if continued properly and faithfully 
would result in a great benefit to every school and family in this 
township. And I think I can safely say that all who have fully con
sidered the subject of the Normal School are decidedly in favor of 
heartily supporting it as a permanent educational system, both for its 
utility and necessity. 

There has been indeed a decided opposition to the Normal School, 
for details of which I refer you to my several answers to your ques
tions herewith enclosed; but these objections I apprehend are not 
made by persons who have read the reports of the Normal School 
from year to year and carefully considered the matter, or who have 
made inquiry with a sincere desire to familiarize themselves with the 
actual condition of the school, but by those who declining to inform 
themselves by reading and reflection rely altogether upon others, and 
speak and act as others direct them. 

I fear I am consuming your time, and must therefore close ab
ruptly. I would like to tell you how th e office of school superintend
ent was aboli shed last winter. I may write to you about that here
after. As for the Normal School, I wish it a long and successful 
existence, and I hope we shall have an intelligent Legislature who 
will decide the question on its merits—that they may be men wh o 
have the cause of education at heart, and who will la bor to spread the 
usefulness of the Normal School, so that its influence may be felt in 
every school district of our State. And may God bless vou for every 
effort you may make to furnish and secure good teachers for the good 
State of New J ersey. 

I remain, very truly yours, 

Serial Answers to Professor Phelps Questio?is. 
First—One. 
Second—Two. 
Third—A graduate has been more successful, and given much 

better satisfaction than those not specially trained, and the influence 
upon the community generally has been a preference for graduates of 
the Normal School. 

Four—The intelligent portion of the community acknowledge the 
superiority of Normal graduates over un trained teachers, and°when-
ever a change is made a trained teacher would be preferred. 

Five—I think the one now teaching will fail from want of experi
ence, and from his youthful, boyish appearance, being only about 
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fifteen or s ixteen years old, and having been only one term at the 
Normal School. The other was dissatisfied with the poor arrange
ments for her boarding accommodation, and justly so. 

Sixth—Those who are informed upon the subject believe that the 
Normal School is both useful and necessary, and should be continued. 

Seventh—I think there is a decided opposition, and I have heard 
the following named reasons: 

1st—That fines were imposed on the students for forgetting um
brellas, &c., and that you pocketed the fines ! 

2nd—That the students were taxed for the use of books (for 
the school) furnished by the State, and that you pocketed the pro
ceeds ! 

3d—That those who have been instructed by or at the Nor
mal School do not teach, or a very few of them, and that many of 
them are not worth more than ordinary teachers. 

4th—That the people of Trenton, where the school is located, do 
not approve of it, and send their children elsewhere. 

Very respectfully yours, 

BURLIN&TON. 

Number of schools in county in 1863, - 113 
Number of child ren of school age, ... 15,067 
Number of child ren actually in schools, - - - 10,249 
Number of child ren not in schools, ... 4,818 
Number of candi dates sent to Normal School, - - 42 
Number of Normal pupils known to have taught in county, 30 

The townships re porting from Burlington county are Vincentown, 
Medford, R ancocas, Springfield, Pemberton, Westfield, Lumberton, 
Mansfield, Sou thampton, Chester, Cinnaminson, Little Egg Harbor, 
and one whose name is not given—in all thirteen townships. The 
testimony is very favorable from all except Vincentown, which objects 
to the expense of s upporting the Normal School, hrom the tenor of 
the superintendent's letter it is apparent that the people greatly need 
the services of a corps of we ll-trained teachers. Burlington has sent 
forty-two candidates to the scho >1, an d is known to have received 
thirty teachers in return. There are probably more than this num
ber who have ta ught in the county, but it is difficult to a scertain the 
facts. 

VINCENTOWN, NOV. 2 3, 1863. 
Dear Si r:—You will please excuse me for delaying an answer to 

the request you made until this time. I was elected superintendent 
last spring, and was unacquainted with the institution of the State 
Normal School. 

Since I received your circular I have endeavored to find out the 
views of the community w ith respect to the continuance of the State 

5 
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Normal School. As far as I can ascertain the majority are opposed 
to its continuance; the grounds of such opposition are that it is an 
expense to the State that might as -well be dispensed with. 

Yours with respect, 
ELIJAH W. HAINES. 

To WILLIAM F. PHELPS. 

MEDFORD, 11th mo. 2 5th, 1863. 
William F. Phelps: 

Respected Friend:—I regret that thy favor of the 2nd inst. has re
mained so long unanswered, but owing to the labor and anxiety attend
ing the re-assembling and organizing my school, it was laid aside and 
escaped my notice till to-day. 

My answer to the questions will not, however, contain any matter 
interesting enough to add to or detract anything from thy report. 

First—We have but one pupil of the Normal School employed in 
teaching. 

Second—I know of no other. 
Third—His success has excelled others who have taught in his dis

trict, and to some extent has had a favorable influence on the senti
ment of his neighbors. 

Fourth—Having had such limited opportunity, the community gen
erally are not fitly prepared to give an opinion of the comparative 
merits of tra ined over untrained teachers. 

Fifth—One. Cause—lack of na tural energy and aptness. 
Sixth—Am sorry to say that the inhabitants generally take little 

pains to inform themselves, yet a number have expressed views favora
ble to the Institution. 

Seventh—Others, a "penny wise and pound foolish" class, enter
tain adverse sentiments, influenced chiefly by pecuniary motives. 
They are generally ignorant not only of the school system and its 
workings, but education generally. 

My individual views a re decidedly favorable to the continuance of 
the Normal School, and a recent visit to the institution strengthened 
those views. 

That some should fail is not a t all surprising; neither does it mili
tate against the school, since the first great requisite, brains, is too 
often wanting in those who become its pupils. 

I should be much pleased t o have some of you come to Medford 
and give us another good stirring lecture on Education. I think the 
time is propitious. 

Begging to be excused for unintentional delay, accept the best 
wishes of th y friend, 

JOSEPH JONES, 
Superintendent Medford township, Burlington county. 
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RANCOCAS, 11th mo. 23rd, 1863. 
William F. Plielps: 

In answer to the inquiries in the circular forwarded to me I have 
to state,— 

First—There are no teachers or teacher now employed in any pub
lic school in this township who has been instructed in the Normal 
School. 

Second—There have been none such employed during the last four 
years. I know of none having been employed since 1855. 

Third • 
Fourth—A small part of our community would decidedly prefer 

well tra ined and competent teachers, but about three-fourths of the 
people seem to think the cheaper they can hire some one to teach, the 
better, without much regard to qualification. Those who really value 
a good education send their children out of the township to school. 

Sixth—There is scarcely any interest manifested in the school. 
Seventh—There is no opposition to the Normal School. 

Respectfully, 
DAVID FERRIS. 

JACKSONVILLE, 11th mo. 8th , 1863. 
William F. Phelps : 

Respected Friend :—I have just received a c ircular concerning the 
Normal School, r equesting me to answer questions put therein, and 
give such information as I can. It is very little that I know abou t i t 
but I will try to do the best I can. 

First—None, according to the best information I received. 
Second—One female told me she had been a t the Normal School a 

short time. 
Third—On visiting the schools I found one female that told me 

she had not been to the Normal School; I thought she managed the 
school better than the one that said she had been to the Normal 
School. The sentiments of the trustees were, they discharged the 
one that had been a t the Normal School, but the trustees hold on to 
the one tha t had not been and think they cannot get her better. 

Fourth—As we have no t eachers from the Normal School we have 
no opportunity of judging. I hear very little said about i t. 

Fifth—As we have no teachers from the Normal School I can say 
nothing about them. 

Sixth—As far as I have heard they think the public money could 
be better employed in common schools. 

Seventh—I do not know that there is any decided opposition t o the 
measures amongst our citizens. They think it is calculated to make 
two classes. 

DANIEL S. ZELLEY, 
Superintendent of Common Schools, township of Springfield, county of 

Burlington. 
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Pemberton. 
Firgt—There is one teacher employed in this township who received 

instruction at the State Normal School. 
Second—Two, according to my best sources of information, have 

been thus employed since the -organization of the school in 1855. 
Third As to their comparative success over those who have not 

been specially trained, the trial has not been made in this township. 
Fourth—The intelligent portion of the community are in favor of 

well t rained teachers. 
Fifth . 
Sixth—The intelligent portion of the community who are capable, 

appreciate the utility and necessity of continuing the Normal School 
as a part of the permanent educational system of the State. 

Seventh—There is no opposition to this measure among our citizens. 
JOS. I. SLEEPER, 

Town Superintendent of Pemberton Township. 
Two teachers who have been instructed at the Normal School are 

now employed in the schools of this township. 
Since the organization of the school in 1855 four have been thus 

employed. 
Their success over those who have not been specially trained, and 

their influence upon public sentiment, is satisfactory. 
The intelligent portion of the community in the township are in 

,favor of trained teachers. 
No failures have occurred among teachers from the Normal School 

as far as my knowledge extends. 
A majority of the intelligent portion of the community are opposed 

to the continuance of the Normal School as a part of the permanent 
educational system of the State. 

The ground for this opposition is " that it is an unnecessary ex
pense to the State.' * 

WESTFIELD, N. J., November 18th, 1863. 
Professor Phelps: 

Dear Sir .•—I have taken great pains to be informed on t he import
ant subject which you are now investigating, and from the best sources 
of inform ation I am able to submit the following answers to your in
terrogatories-; 

First—Of the seven schools in the township, four are now being 
taught by teachers who have been educated at the Normal School. 

Second—The number of Normal teachers who h ave been employed 
in the schools of the township since 1855 is eighteen. 

Third—Many Normal teachers have been superior to those not 
specially trained for teaching, while the remainder have been equally 
as good. The influence upon public s entiment, in a few cases, has 
has not been very great, but generally much has been done to ad
vance t he cause of education. 

* The above came without date or signature. 
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Fourth—Trained teachers, or tho3e that make school-teaching a 
study, are acknowledged by the intelligent portion of the community 
to be better teachers than those who do not. 

Fifth—Four teachers are said to have failed, though there is quite 
a difference of opinion about two. I am inclined to the belief that 
only two have failed. Or.e had not the power either to govern, or 
impart instruction, while the other was competent, though she lacked 
interest in her labors, and " all she cared for was the salary." 

Sixth—All who are informed upon the subject acknowledge that 
the Normal School has been a very great benefit to the State; some 
are indifferent, while others oppose its permanent establishment as a 
part of th e educational system of t he State. 

Seventh—There seems to be some decided opposition, yet not upon 
substantial grounds: 1. It is said that the Institution benefits only a 
certain class. 2. That many teachers do not fulfill their obligations 
to the State. 3. That the institution is too great an expense to the 
State. 

Lumberton. 
There is one teacher from the NormtCl School now employed in this 

township. 
Very few such have been thus employed since the organization of 

the school in 1855. 
With regard to their success over teachers who have not been spe

cially trained and their influence upon public sentiment, so few hav e 
been employed that the notice of the people has not been called to it. 

With regard to their value as compared with un trained teachers, as 
the attention of the public is drawn to it, they are pleased with the 
difference. 

No failures of Norma l teachers have come to my knowledge. 
I have heard of no opposition to continuing the Normal School as 

a part of the permanent educational system of the State. 
JOSEPH II. DEACON, 

Town Superintendent. 
Beverly. 1860. 

The interest manifested in our schools by the people of the town
ship is not as great as it ought to be, no r as great, I think, as it 
would be if we had not the " Farnum School, a branch of the State 
Normal, among us, besides two o ther good select schools. 

Mansfield, 1860. 
They will tell you they are very anxious their children should 

obtain a good education, and yet will make no effort for them 
to gain that education and seem to think it is of but li ttle importance, 
but which I will take the' liberty to tell them is of more value than 
all the wealth they possess. 

We have one teacher from the State Normal School, who is a credit 
to that institution. JULIUS A. STEWART, 

Town Superintendent. 
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Southampton. 
The people are becoming more and more favorably impressed with 

the Normal School, and the different teachers who have been students 
at our Normal School have given very good satisfaction, I believe, as 
teachers here. As all matters of interest are referred to in your 
questions, I deem it unnecessary to make any further remarks. 

ALEX. EL WELL, 
Town Superintendent. 

Chester, 1861. 

There is no change in the minds of the people of this section in 
regard to education—it still drags its slow le ngth along—and the 
report of last year will very well answer for this. The Normal sys
tem is slowly, but surely, gaining strength in this section, and will, 
in a few years, I think, take the place of all others; the schools are 
better disciplined and better attended—the teachers, having been 
subject to "law and order," endeavor to carry out the principles m 
the schools over which t hey preside, and the consequence will be, our 
children will be better fitted to become teachers than they would 
under the old system. 

EDWARD ALLEN, 
Town Superintendent. 

Cinnaminson, 1861. 

We have had some four female teachers from the State Normal 
School teaching in our township during the year, and have two at the 
present time. The employers are becoming more and more alive to 
the cause of education, so much so that they intend to have free 
schools the present year. 

JOHN S. STILES, 
Town Superintendent. 

Cinnaminson, 1862. 

I take pride in referring to the State Normal School, for it is sup
plying the great xoant in our school system, viz : competent teachers. 
I have endeavored to make known its superior advantages, and have 
sent one young lady from this township. It is by such institutions 
that the profession of teaching is to be elevated to its proper standard. 

I have on ly to add, sir, my entire willingness to second your efforts 
and to contribute what I may to secure for the rising generation the 
priceless boon of a " good education. 

WILBUR F. ROSE, 
Town Superintendent. 

Little Egg Harbor, 1862. 

And here it becomes my proper and pleasing duty to mention the 
generous act of Pro fessor William F. Phelps, of the New Jersey Nor
mal School, who, having spent a few d ays in our village at the time 
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that the excitement about the union of the schools was at its highest 
pitch, strongly approved of the measures proposed, and upon receiv
ing information after his return home that the plan was adopted and 
was abou t to be put in practice, bestowed upon the school a valuable 
set of out line maps and geographical profiles. 

THEOPHILUS T. PRICE, 
Town Superintendent. 

Southampton, 1862. 
Since my last report there have been but few, if any, changes in 

our school districts, except a g-owing preference for teachers educa
ted at the State Normal School. I cannot speak my own apprecia
tion of the great good this institution is working, in too strong and 
positive language. The few dis tricts that have had the good for tune 
to secure teachers of said character, show very decidedly, in the pro
gress of their pupils, when compared with others less fortunate in this 
particular. 
F ALEX. ELWELL, 

Town Superintendent. 

Number of schools in county in 1862, ... 85 
Number of childre n of school a ge, - 10,814 
Number of childre n actually in schools, - 0,667 
Number of children not in schools, ... 4,1(7 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, - - 8 
Number of Normal pupils known to have taught in county, 6 

Although the county of Camden has not been fully alive to the 
advantages of the Normal School, as will be observed by the small 
number of pupils sent to it, yet the reports are exceedingly favorable. 
Much more interest has been manifested for two or th ree years past 
than formerly, and her representation is on the increase. It is singu
lar that from Winslow, at which place a decided revolution has been 
effected by the labors of three graduates of the institution, I have 
been unable to secure any report, although the attempt was faithfully 
made. 
Professor Phelps: 

Pear SirIt gives me p leasure to recommend, in an unconditional 
sense, the workings of the Normal School. For years the cause of 
education has been sadly neglected in Waterford township, and edu
cational interests had become stagnant under the old s ystem of te ach
ing. Thanks to the noble institution, which you have rendered so 
efficient, the old regime is past, and the common schools of this dis
trict are mostly furn ished with competent teachers. The standard of 
education is becoming elevated, and the intelligent portion of the 
community a re highly°pleased with that system of educ ation which is 
so essentially advancing their own in terests. 
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We are anxiously looking for the time when the Normal School 
will be able to meet all the demands made upon her, from this and 
other districts of t he State. 

DANIEL M. STOUT, 
Town Superintendent of Waterford Township. 

A. GILMORE, 
Pastor of M. P. Church. 

DELAWARE TOWNSHIP, CAMDEN C O., 11th mo. 26, 1 863. 
Wm F. Phelps: 

Dear Sir:—In answer to interrogatories, I will state: 
First—There are no teachers employed who have been instructed 

in the Normal School. 
Second—There has been one employed that has received instruc

tion at the State Normal School, and one a graduate of the Ohio 
Normal School, both females. 

Third—They are decidedly more successful, both as regards disci
pline and thorough knowledge of the different branches taught; also 
in classifying the scholars so they feel more interest in vieing with 
one another. 

Fourth—They have been regarded as good teachers; judging from 
the attendance while t hey taught, very superior. 

Fifth—Not any failures known in this township. 
Sixth—Within the past year there has been more interest mani

fested in education than formerly, and a greater desire for thorough 
teachers; yet they have not had enough experience with Normal 
School graduates to feel any great interest in the school. 

Seventh—There does not appear to be any opposition to it by any 
of our citizens. 

Yours truly, 
J. W. NICHOLSON, 

Town Superintendent of Delaware Toivnship. 
HADDONFIELD, CAMDEN Co ., 11th mo. 5th, 1863. 

Wm. F. Phelps: 
Dear Friend:—I received thy note and circular a day or two since, 

and will answer it as soon as I receive the required information. 
At present we have no teacher trained in the Normal School, and 

I am not positive that we ever have had. My object in writing at 
present is to see if we can get one; but I fear our trustees will not 
pay salary sufficient, as we want in Mathematics nothing bevond the 
Arithmetic, and have only been paying $75 per quarter for a male 
teacher, in winter. They would be willing, I think, to pay §99 per 
quarter, say for five months. I should be very glad to get teachers 
for a ll the schools in the township who had been taught how to teach, 
and could govern a school firmly but kindly. 

CHARLES L. WELLITS, 
Town Superintendent for Centre Township. 
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BLACKWOODTOWN, CAMDEN CO., November 7th, 1863. 
To Mr. William F. Phelps: 

Sir:—I received your circular of Nov ember 2nd, 1863, and the fol
lowing is my answer to it: 

We have had no teacher from the Normal School to teach in our 
township, and therefore are unable to judge of their abilities above 
others. 

Our people know little or nothing about the Normal School, we are 
therefore unprepared to judge of their superior qualities to teach. 
We want better teachers if we could get them. 

JOEL WrOOD, 
Town Superintendent. 

Newton. 
In our to wnship there are two teachers now employed who have 

been instru cted at the Normal School. 
According to my best sources of information, there have been two 

thus employed since the organization of the school in 1855. 
The views which the intelligent portion of our community take are 

in favor of tra ined teachers. 
As far as my knowledge extends, no failures have occurred among 

teachers from the Normal School. 
With regard to the views of the intelligent portion of my fellow 

citizens respecting the utility and necessity of continuing the State 
Normal School, I am not informed. 

I know of no opposition to this measure. 
B. W. BLACKWOOD, 

Town Superintendent. 
WILLIAMSTOWN, December 7th, 1863. 

Professor Phe lps : 
Pear Sir:—Your letter has been received, with the enclosed 

printed circular, requesting certain answers to be given you in refer
ence to the standing of the Normal teachers in this place. As we 
have not been favored with that class of teachers in this benighted 
region, of course I cannot give you the desired information. But from 
what I have witnessed and heard of the graduates of the Normal 
School, I am satisfied that they are the teachers our public schools 
demand. I have been urging upon the people, and the trustees in 
particular, for several years past, the necessity of employing one. I 
notice, in your circu lar, that you are the person to apply to. Wre ar e 
ripe here for a change in our s chool, and if you could su pply us with 
a proper teacher by the first of February, when the present teacher's 
term will expire, we wou ld be gl ad to give him a t rial. The branches 
to be taugh t would be r eading, writing, a rithmetic, history, grammar, 
geography. These are the branches that are taught at present. But 
heretofore we have had teachers that have taught astronomy, sur-
veying, and some other b ranches of m athematics. I presume some of 
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them would be required to be taugbt again. The school house is m 
good condition, and will seat eighty scholars comfortably. The aver
age attendance will be about fifty scholars. We have furniture, globes, 
maps, blackboards, &c. As to salary, we have been paying $400 per 
annum. I think there would be no difficulty in raising it to $500. 
Any information you can give me upo n the subject, at your leisure, 
will be thankfully received. 

Yours respectfully, 
GEO. W. ALLEN, 
Town Superintendent. 

Gloucester, 1862. 
Through our Normal School, our Teachers' Institutes and Teachers 

Associations, we may reasonably hope for improvement; yet, the 
great object of all interested in popular education should be to give 
character to our public schools; as that each should, in its sphere ot 
action, give that tone to society which our private or selec t schools 
are expected or required to give. 

SETH IIILLMAN, 
Town Superintendent. 

CAPE MAY. 

Number of schools in county in 1862, 26 
Number of children of school age, 2,404 
Number of children actually in schools, 1,951 
Number of children not in schools, 453 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, 16 
Number of Norm al pupils known to have taught in county, H 

This county responds with a unanimously favorable expression of 
devotion to the cause of Normal School training. There is but one 
sentiment upon this subject so far as known. The schools of the 
county are in a state of vigorous progress, and the teachers are alive 
to their important work. The benefits of county examiners are 
strikingly illustrated in the healthful condition of the schools, and 
esprit de corps of its teachers. The number of Normal teachers who 
have taught in Cape May is equal to nearly half the number of its 
schools. 

Gape May Court House. 
There are two teachers who have been instructed at the State Nor-

mat School, now employed in the schools of this township. 
There have been according to my best sources of in formation, three 

such teachers employed since the organization of the Normal School 
in 1855. 

Their comparative success over untrained teachers is such as to pro
duce a favorable influence upon public sentiment in behalf of the 
Normal School. 

No failures have occurred. 
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The intelligent portion of the community in this township are de
cidedly in fa vor of the Normal School. 

The intelligent portion of the community are decidedly in favor of 
continuing the Normal School as a part of t he permanent educational 
system of the State. 

There is no opposition to this measure. 
C. F. LEAMING, 

Town Superintendent Middle Township. 

Tennis Township. 
One teacher who has been instructed at the Normal School i s now 

employed in the schools of this township. 
According to the best sources of information eight have been thus 

employed since the organization of the school in 1855. 
Their success has far exceeded that of thos e who have not been spe

cially trained. 
The intelligent portion of our community always give preference 

to trained teachers. 
No failures have occurred among teachers from the Normal School, 

as far as my knowledge extends, in this township. 
The intelligent portion of the community who are informed upon 

the subject, are unanimously in favor of its continuance as a part of 
the permanent educational system of the State. 

There is no opposition to this measure among our c itizens. 
JESSE H. D1YERTY, 

School Superintendent of Tennis Township. 

COLD SPRING, N. J., Nov. 24, 1863. 
Professor W illiam F. Phelps: 

Tear Sir:—I have delayed my reply to your circular in order to 
be able to reply as fully as possible. 

In answer to your first question, as well as second and third, I 
have to r eply that no teachers who have been instructed at the Nor
mal School have been or are now emplo yed m our township. 

In answer to vour fourth question, I reply that I have, since the 
receipt of your circular, taken much time and pains to ascertain the 
views of the intelligent portion of the people, both in regard to the value 
of trained teachers and the utility of the Normal School, and I have 
been highly gratified and pleased with the result. Although the 
people seem to ta ke but li ttle interest in the public school cause, yet, 
when sounded upon the subject, the majority express unqualified a p
proval of those means, which as every intelligent man must p lainly 
see, tend to the great and rapid improvement of our schools. 

In reply, then, to your fourth, sixth and seventh questions, there 
is no opposition to the Normal School or its results in this township, 
but a very large majority of the people are its friends. All the peo
ple here want is something to wake them up. Our schools are in a 
very low state. The people exhibit an astonishing apathy. A few 
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of t he friends of public instruction are wide awake and are endeavor
ing to awaken the others. An educational festival is to be held in 
the Cold Spring Presbyterian Church on the 22nd and 23rd of Decem
ber. Public services will be held in the morning, afternoon and even
ing of eac h day, in the church, and meals and refreshments will he 
provided at the Spring House, the proceeds from which are to be 
expended in the purchase of maps, charts, globes, books, and other 
much needed articles for our public schools, which, it seems, cannot 
be procured in any other way. The object of the public services is to 
awaken an interest in the public schools, and I have the honor o f 
tendering to you in behalf of our schools, and especially the earnest 
friends of the schools, an invitation to attend. The season of the 
year will be extremely favorable to obtain a crowd, and we cannot 
get along without some distinguished friends of education to conduct 
the exercises. You stand at the head of the progressive and practi 
cal education of our State. Without your assistance our efforts w ill 
be at least a partial failure. Can we offer a ny inducement which will 
procure your attendance? If we can, please do not hesitate to name 
it. Besides the benefit which you will co nfer upon the public schools 
of our section, you will secure many strong friends for the Normal 
School if you present the matter to the people. Please consider the 
great, the VERY great benefit which you will confer upon the public 
school cau se, and do not, please do not, if possible, let anything pre
vent you fro m attending. 

If you cannot by any possibility attend, will you have the kindness 
to use your influence to induce some other distinguished friends of 
education to assist us ? 

Trusting that I may soon receive a favorable response to my earn 
est appeal, I remain Yours respectfully, 

JOHN W. LYCETT. 
Cape Island, 1860. 

Permit me to say that our public school at this time is conducted 
upon a plan similar to that of the Normal School plan, and I think 
will succeed to the satisfaction of all who are interested in the educa
tion of th eir children, and our present teacher seems to be a man well 
qualified to carry out the true principles of correct teaching; but 
there is one evil existing which should be removed and which can 
only be obvia ted by dividing the district school into two. 

JAMES S. KENNEDY, 
Toivn Superintendent. 

Upper, 1862. 
Many are of the opinion that if the State should appropriate the 

money now expende d in sustaining the Normal school to the several 
counties, to establish a school of highe r grade in each county, a much 
larger amount of good would be accompl ished. 

JOHN JONES, 
Town Superintendent. 
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CUMBERLAND. 

Number of schools in county in 1862, 69 
Number of children of school age, 7,082 
Number of children actually in schools, 5,782 
Number of children not in schools, 1,300 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, 35 
Number of Normal pupils who have taught in county, 18 

It is a singular fact in connection with the working of the Normal 
School system, that a large proportion of the candidates entering the 
institution from any county do not return there to practice their pro
fession, but seek employment or are sought elsewhere. Thus a mu
tual interchange is constantly going on be tween the different counties, 
which must result in a greater degree of hom ogeneity in the habits and 
character of the people of the State of no small importance. This 
county affords an in stance of this system of mutual exchanges. The 
Principal of the largest school in Cumberland county, was called there 
from Sussex. One graduate from the same county has taught in 
Middlesex, another in Union and Mercer, and still another in Mid
dlesex. This will in part explain the difference between t he number 
sent to the School and the number received from it. A large number 
are now in t he School. 

Bridgeton Township. 
Two t eachers who have been instructed at the Normal School are 

now employed in the schools of this township. 
According to my best sources of information there have been two 

thus employed since the organization of the Normal School in 1855. 
The result of their employment, as to their comparative success 

over those who have no t been specially trained, is one favorable to the 
Normal School. 

The intelligent portion of the community are decidedly in favor of 
trained teachers. 

No failures have occurred among teachers from the Normal School 
as far as my knowledge extends; but all have given satisfaction. 

The intelligent portion of the community who are informed upon 
the subject, are in favor of the continuance of the Normal School as 
a part of the permanent educational system of the State. 

I hear of no opposition to this measure. 
LEWIS McBRIDE, 

Town Superintendent of Bridgeton Township. 

Fairfield Township. 
There are no teachers who have been instructed at the Normal 

School at present employed in the schools of this township. 
According to my best sources of information, four have been thus 

employed since the org anization of the Normal School in 1855. 
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They compare favorably as to their success over those who hare 
not been specially trained. 

The intelligent portion of the community, I believe, prefer trained 
teachers. 

No failures have occurred among teachers from the Normal School 
as far as my knowledge extends. 

I think there is a decided feeling in favor of the necessity of con
tinuing the Normal School as a part of the permanent educational 
system of t he State. 

No opposition has been expressed to this measure. 
R. OSBORN, 

Fairfield Township, Cumberland County. 
Hopewell Township. 

There is one person now teaching in this township who has been 
instructed at the Normal School, and who is giving general satisfaction. 

There have been s ix, to the best of my k nowledge, thus employed at 
different times since the organization of the school in 1855. 

As to their comparative success, some of them have done very well, 
while others have partially failed on account of not being able to 
maintain suitable discipline in the school. 

The intelligent portion of the community gives a decided prefer
ence to persons who have had experience in teaching. 

I do no t know of any decided opposition to the Normal School, and 
yet some of our most intelligent people think the cause of Education 
would be promoted quite as much, if not more, if the annnual appro
priation by the State to the Normal School and the whole cost of 
the institution were p laced in the general school fund. 

JOSEPH H. OGDEN, 
Hopewell, Cumberland County. 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the county of Cumberland, do 
hereby most cheerfully and unreservedly express our entire confidence 
in, and high appreciation of, t he New Jersey State Normal School, 
believing it has done more for the cause of public education in our 
State, since its establishment, than any or all other agencies combined. 
This judgment, we think, will be abundantly confirmed by a simple 
reference to facts as they exist, not only here but elsewhere. 

Our own count y, not having been as backward as many others in 
sending its representatives to the school, is already reaping* its reward 
in the efficiency and success of the snperior methods of instruction 
and discipline, introduced into many of our best schools by thoroughly 
trained Normal graduates. 

Nor is their influence limited to the bounds of their own personal 
fields of labor, but is felt and acknowledged in Institutes Associations 
—all the leading reforms of the times—and throughout the State, 
everywhere stirring up their fellow tea chers to higher aims nobler 
aspirations, greater activity, and a more ardent zeal in their profes
sion, and arousing patrons, school oflficers, a nd friends of education 
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to a more earnest solicitude in behalf of the great cause which l ies so 
near their hearts. 

With these facts before u s, we u nhesitatingly affirm our belief that, 
in a thorough course of special professional TRAINING lies our only 
hope of supplying the great educational want of the age, to wit: a 
sufficient number of to ell qualified teachers ; and to this end our Nor
mal School should be sustained and perpetuated, in unimpaired effi
ciency and usefulness, so long as thoroughly trained teachers continue 
to be demanded by the pressing necessities of the rising generation. 
Henry B. Lupton, U. D. Woodruff, 
D. B. Thompson, Wrilliam Elm er, 
William S . Bowen, Superintendent of Co hansey township, 
H. I. Mulford, James II. Nixon, 
Franklin F. Westcott. John S. Mitchell, 
Lawrence Woodruff, Percival Nichols, 
Stephen G. Perch, 0. S. Belden, 
N. R. Newkirk, J. Freeman Ogden, 
Chas. D. Burroughs, R. D. Carll, 
Chas. E. Elmer, Sam. Beach Jones, 
Joseph Borden, L. Q. C. Elmer, 
John T. Nixon, Wm. G. Nixon, 
Lewis McBride , Superintendent Bridgeton Township, 
David P. Elmer, Jona. Elmer, 
Geo. F. Nixon, James J. Reeves, 
Robt. M. See ley, Jos. W. Hubbard, 
J. F. Brown, Providence Ludlam, 
James L. Whitaker. 

WEST JERSEY ACADEMY, BRIDGETON, Nov. 24, 1863. 
Professor William F. Phelps: 

Pear Sir:—I regret that my acquaintance with the public schools 
of this county and their teachers is not more extensive, but I have 
noticed that the graduates of the Normal School are sought for as 
teachers, and are successfully accomplishing their work. They are, 
and must necessarily be, better qualified than teachers of equal natural 
endowments, who have not been specially trained for the work of 
teaching. I regard the Normal School as indispensable to the suc
cessful working of any system of public instruction, and I can give 
you no bette r proof of my appreciation of what it is doing for the 
cause of education, than the fact that I have always desired to employ 
its graduates to instruct the English and Mathematical classes in this 
Academy, considering them preferable for this purpose to college 
graduates. 

With much esteem, yours truly, 
JOHN GOSMAN. 

William F. Phelps: 
Respected Friend:—There are no teachers now employed in our 

township who have been instructed in our State Normal School. 
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According to the best information I can obtain, there have been bu t 
two teachers employed in ou r township who have received instruction 
at the Normal School. They did not compare favorably with thos e 
who h ad not been trained at that school. 

A decided preference is given to trained over untrained teachers, 
all other things being equal. 

The intelligent portion of our citizens, probably, favor the con
tinued support of t he Normal School. 

I know of but little decided opposition to this measure among the 
friends of education in our township. 

Thine respectfully, 
"WTLMON BACON, 

Superintendent of Greenwich township, Cumberland county. 
11th mo. 20th, 1863. 

ESSEX. 

Number of schools in the county in 1862, - - - SO 
Number of ch ildren of school ag e, - 22,967 
Number cf children actually in schools, ... 15.108 
Number of ch ildren not in schools, - 7,259 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, - - 35 
Number of No rmal pupils known to have taught in county, 31 

The county of Esse x is one of the most populous in the State, the 
number of children of school age in the county being 22,967, only 
two-thirds of whom a re in the schools. 

Thirty-five candidates have been sent to the Normal School, and 
thiity-one have taught in the county, as far as is known. 

The city of Newark has not manifested as much interest in the 
institution as its great claims would seem to demand. This is proba
bly owing to the overshadowing influence of the local system of the 
schools upon the people. The appreciation of the advantages here 
afforded is, however, greatly on th e increase in the townships outside 
of Ne wark. 

Attention is especially directed to the communication of Dr. S. H. 
Pennington, President of the Board of T rustees of the Newark Acad
emy, to th ose of Mr. Geo. B. Sears, City Superintendent, and Rev. 
B. F. Barrett, of O range, and others. 

NEWARK, November, 1863. 
Professor Phelps: 

Dear Sir:—Yours of November 2d is at hand, and I will answer 
your questions in the order in which they are proposed: 

First—We have had in our employ three graduates from the Normal 
School; one rema ins with us at present. 

Second—Two were employed as assistants in the High School; 
one as first assistant in a Grammar School. 

Third—Mr. Houghtaling, who died, gave very good satisfaction. 
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Miss C. failed in self government, consequently in governing others. 
She was deficient in E nglish grammar. 

Mr. T., who yet remains, is only tolerable as a teacher. I think 
he is well prepared intellectually, but he has evinced but little tact 
or force. 

Fourth—I think more favorably of Normal graduates than our ex
perience would seem to warrant. I have seen much be tter specimens 
than we have secured. 

Fifth—Intelligent citizens and teachers are, with very few exc ep
tions, favorably impressed with the influence of the Normal School. 
Special training for professional work i s regarded as indispensable to 
the teacher's success. We are hardly aware of the influence the 
Normal School exerts upon ou r own schools . Many things have been 
picked up from the Normal School, its professors and graduates, that 
have been introduced into the schools of th e community. 

I think a d iscontinuance of the Normal School would be an irre
parable loss to the cause of public education. 

Yours truly, GEO. B. SEARS. 

BLOOMFIELD, NOV. 18 , 1863. 
William F. Phelps: 

Pear Sir:—It is with pleasure that I reply to your interesting 
communication. In reply to your first inquiry, there have been no 
teachers from th e State Normal School employed as teachers with us. 
The reason is, we have a Normal School in Newark which our teach
ers have attended. I wish this were not so. I would much prefer 
our teachers should be instructed in your School, a s they simply 
attend on Saturday, while they teach during the week; and your 
school instructs them in every department, while the school in New
ark can only give partial instruction, nothing in regard to d iscipline 
or t he best mode of man agement or instruction. 

A reply to your second and third questions, of course is already 
given. 

Four and Sixth—There is a very decided impression in favor of 
well traine d teachers, and of continuing the Normal School as a part 
of the educational system of the State, and as far as I know th ere is 
no opposition to the institution. I do hope that there may be every 
encouragement given you to continue the school. I trust also that 
the time may soon come when every school in every district in our 
State may be supplied by one of your teachers. 

Very respectfully, E. SEYMOUR. 

WEST ORANGE, NOV. 1 7, 1863. 
Pear Sir:—In reply to your communication of the 2nd, I have 

only to say that we have no teachers at present, and I believe wo 
have never employed any, from the State Normal School. 

I have never heard of any opposition, however, to this institution; 
6 
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on t he contrary, I think the public sentiment is decidedly in favor of 
continuing and supporting it. 

Yours very respectfully, 
EDWARD WILLIAMS, Superintendent. 

CALDWELL, ESSEX CO., N. J., Nov. 22, 1863. 
Professor Phelps: 

Sir:—There are two t eachers now em ployed in Caldwell township 
that have been instructed at the Normal School. 

These are all the Normal teachers that have been employed since 
the year 1855. 

They were both successful teachers, I think, before going to the 
Normal School. 

Their attendance at the School has undoubtedly been an advantage 
to them in their modes of teaching. 

Trained teachers are regarded as superior to untrained, they being 
equal in other respects. 

The public feeling I would thin k favorable to the institution. 
There is no particular opposition to it that I am aware of. 

Yours respectfully, 
MATTHIAS S. CANFIELD, Superintendent. 

NEWARK ACADEMY, December 1st, 186-3. 
Professor William F. Phelps : 

Dear Sir:—Some three weeks ago I received from Mr. Whitehead, 
one of the Trustees of th e State Normal School, a letter addressed to 
him by you, requesting him to procure from the Trustees of this in
stitution their testimony in regard to any benefit it had derived from 
the Normal School, as the source from which it has in part received 
its supply of t eachers for several years past. Other pressing engage
ments have prevented an earlier reply to the request. 

I take pleasure now in s tating to you that, since its re-orgauization, 
the Newark Academy has been, except for a very short period, under 
the care of one of your graduates, Mr. Farrand, a3 Principal, assisted 
by a corps of teachers, for the most part drawn from the same source. 
For many years previous it had been in a languishing condition, from 
which, in i ts removal to its present advantageous location, it but par
tially recovered under the superintendence of Rev. F. A. Adams, an 
accomplished scholar and a teacher of large experience who was its 
first Principal under the new organization. On the resignation of 
Mr. Adams, the Board of Trustees applied to you to recommend a 
suitable person for the vacated office, an d promptly received a letter 
from you naming the present incumbent. After an interview with 
Mr. Farrand, the Board, with great unanimity, invited him to take 
charge of the institution. Bringing with him several assistants who 
had received the same training with himself, Mr. Farrand entered 
upon his duties with a small number of pupils and but little to encour
age him, except the cordial cooperation of the Trustees and his own 
confidence that in a large community like ours, an educational institu
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tion favorably located, having the proper appliances, and under faith
ful and competent management, could not fail of success. A very 
short time verified his expectations. At each successive term the 
popularity of the school has increased, so that, at the present time, 
the applications for admission far exceed the capacity of the large 
edifice to accommodate them. This popularity, I am persuaded, is 
due to no mere impulse, having its origin in transient and inadequate 
causes ; but to- an intell igent appreciation of th e excellent qualities of 
the Principal and his assistants, as thoroughly educated men, fitted 
not only by a ripe scholarship to impart instruction, but by a prudent 
and efficient discipline, to deve lope the character and form the man
ners of the pupils committed to their charge. All the assistant teach
ers, except two, who are g raduates of the College of New Jer sey, have 
been furnished by your institution. 

The Trustees of the Academy feel, therefore, that they are under 
great obligations to you and the Normal School of the State, for the 
aid they have received from it and and you, and in reinstating their 
enterprise in the public confidence, and providing the youth of our 
city and neighborhood with educational facilities such as I have no 
hesitation in saying have, at no previous period, been here enjoyed. 

The State of New Jersey has reason to be proud of the rank she is 
fast assuming among her sister States, as the patron of sound learn
ing and of popular education ; and while her citizens, with liberal 
hand, are endowing her ancient seats of science, she will not, I trust, 
withhold her benefaction from the institution she has herself estab
lished to furnish those more humble, but no less valuable agencies, 
the public schools, with well instructed and well trained teachers. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
S. II. PENNINGTON, 

Pres't Trustees of Newark Academy. 
ORANGE, November 11t h, 1863. 

Professor Wm. F. Phelps, Trenton, N. J.: 
My Bear Sir:—Your circular and letter of the 2nd inst. were re

ceived by due course of ma il. 
In reply to your inquiries, I have to say, that none of the teachers 

at present employed in our schools have been instructed in the Nor
mal School a t Trenton; nor can I learn that any graduates or stu
dents from t hat school have ever been employed as teachers in our 
township. But we have, among our present teachers, two g raduates 
from t he Normal School in Connecticut; and I am able, therefore, 
to institute a comparison between these and our other teachers who 
have never enjoyed the advantages of a like training. And I can 
say, with entire confidence, that the teachers who have been trained' 
in the Normal School are so decidedly superior to the others, that we 
should not now think of employing one who had not been subjected 
to a similar training, if it were possible to secure the services of one 
•who had been. If we had to pay fifty per cent, more salary for a 
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thoroughly trained teacher, we should not hesitate to do it, and 
should consider it a wise and economical employment of our school 
funds. 

I am sorry to be obliged to confess that I know nothing of the 
Normal School at Trenton, except what I have learned through others. 
This, however, i s sufficient to satisfy me that it is one of the most 
important institutions in our State, and as such, deserves to be sus
tained, and to have its reasonable wants liberally supplied. 

If we desire and propose to have good schools , we must have teachers 
trained especially for the business. I see no other alternative. Teach
ing must come to be regarded as a profession, and must take rank 
among the other liberal professions—itself the highest and most im
portant of them all. For I hold the science of education to be the 
profoundest—yes, the greatest—of all sciences, arid one intimately 
connected, too, with the highest prosperity and best welfare of the 
State; and as such, deserving of the State's most assiduous and 
watchful care. To understand the true order of mental develop
ment, and the laws that underlie and govern it; to know th e kind and 
measure of instruction suited to tender minds in the various stages of 
their unfolding; to know the best methods of imparting instruction, 
and of quickening and encouraging the young in their pursuit of 
knowledge without deranging or enfeebling their powers; to under
stand the relations and mutual dependence of mind and body, and the 
importance and true method of preserving the health of both; to 
know how to secure perfect order and subordination by mild and 
gentle means ; to know how to educate the childs whole nature— 
how to quicken the moral susceptibilities, how best to cultivate and 
strengthen the good affections, and to restrain and repress the evil— 
all this I conceive, is embraced in the science of education, under
stood in its broadest sense. A hat other science, then, is so profound, 
so intricate, or so comprehensive as this ? What other duty so solemn 
and momentous, as that of the educators of our children ? What 
other vocation deserves to rank above t hat of the teacher ? Or what 
other demands superior gifts, or a more careful and thorough prepa
ration ? 

As an important means of elevating the whole subject of common 
school education in the popular estimation ; of suitably preparing 
teachers for their high and noble office, and of placing the vocation 
of the teacher in the rank of the liberal professions, I reckon the es 
tablishment and maintanance of Normal Schools. And the discon
tinuance of our State Normal School, or the neglect of our Legisla
ture to provide liberally for its support, I should regard as a most un
fortunate event, and one of exceeding ill augury for the future of our 
State. 

In the sentiments here expressed I am sure that the great majority 
of the intelligent people of our town, who .have given°much thought 
to the subject of popular education, or who appreciate its importance, 
will fully concur. Nor do I know of any decided opposition to the 
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Normal School or its continuance now existing or .likely to arise 
among any class of our citizens. I expect, however, that some of 
them will oppose the measure ; but the opposition, you may rely upon it, 
will come from a class of men ( existing unfortunately, in almost every 
commuity) who are, at least, opposed to free schools, and who have no 
just appreciation of the importance of popular education, or its inti
mate connection with t he strength and stability of popular govern
ment. And the sole gr ound of their opposition (if they were frank 
enough to own it) is, or will be, the fear that, by raising the standard 
of common school education, the salaries of teachers may be r aised 
at the same time, additional improvements in our school bui ldings be 
called for, and the taxes, therefore, for the support of schools be in
creased in a corresponding ratio. But I have reason to believe that 
this class of citizens is not large, and is every year " growing beauti
fully less." Their opposition, I think, will not, as it surely ought 
not, be heeded by men who are interested with S tate affairs, and who 
are wise enough to understand the intimate connection existing be
tween popular education and successful popular government. 

Deeply sympathizing with you in your earnest desire to see our 
State Normal School p laced upon a secure and permanent foundation, 
and tr usting that your efforts to that end may not be in vain, 

I remain, yours, very truly, 
B. F. BARRETT, 

Town Superintendent of Orange. 

Milium. 
The offspring of parents are thus permitted to go school irregularly 

and carelessly; nobody assists them in their efforts, or insists on t heir 
learning but their teacher, and he o r she does not see the face of a 
parent once in a quarter in his school during school hours. B itli 
parents not wishing their children to learn much, and not helping 
them to learn anything, how can the best Normal School instructed 
teacher teach well? or how publ ic instruction be good ? 

EDWARD T. WIIITTIGIIAM, 
Town Superintendent. 

GLOUCESTER. 

Number of schools in county in 1862, - 66 
Number of children of school age, - d'rio 
Number of children actually in schools, - - 4,54-
Number of children not in schools, - - - 4,4 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, -
Number of Normal pupils known to have taught in county, 

Gloucester county has s ent but six candidates to the Normal School, 
and has received an equal number of its teachers in return. t ins 
sixty-six schools. Only one eleventh of t he entire number have b°er) 
taught by Normal trained teachers. Nearly one fourth of its schoo 
population are not in the schools at any time during the year, if we 
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may trust the official reports. There is, therefore, much to be don e 
in this county for the improvement of the public schools. By refer
ence to the letters which follow, it will be seen that while little is 
known concerning the nature and objects of t he Normal School among 
the people of G loucester, yet they are favorable to its continuance. 

Dipt ford Township. 

There are no teachers who have been instructed in the Normal 
School employed in this township. 

There have been none employed since the organization of the schoo l 
in 1855. 

The opinions of th e well-informed p ortion of our community are all 
in favor of we ll-trained teachers. 

There having been no teachers from the Normal School employed, 
we have had no failures. 

The most intelligent portion of our community, while they do not 
know much about the Normal School, are in favor of its continuance. 

Among our citizens there is no opposition to this measure. 
B. I. LORD, 

Town Superintendent. 

CLAEKSBORO', Nov. 2 3, 1863. 
William F. Phelps, Fsq., 

Dear Sir:—Yours of the 31st ult. was duly received, and should 
have been answered ere this. Till last spring no Normal teacher 
ever taught in this township. For a short time we then had two, 
but one being called to a more lucrative position in Woodbury, Dept-
ford township, soon lef t. Miss W. is now the only one. To the third 
interrogatory, delicacy forbids a fu ll and explicit answer. I may be 
permitted, in short, to say that she seems to have given general sat
isfaction thus far, and has had a much larger average attendance than 
any of he r predecessors. The school has been given to her for the 
winter term, the first time a lady ever had that privilege. I have 
heard the Normal School spoken of ve ry favorably by intelligent gen
tlemen of this community, and wish the period might arrive when all 
our t eachers might be tra ined therein. 

For my own part, I think that such an event would be an incal
culable blessing to the rising generation. It would no doubt, in 
many instances, be the cause of developin g the youthful intellect to a 
degree seldom attained in th e old routine style. It will yet be a hard 
task to make the less intelligent portion of the community believe 
that a child can learn twice as much in a given time under a properly 
trained teacher as he could under the tutorage of most of those who 
are at this time teaching our public schools; yet I believe it may be 
done. If children could be thus trained for the six or nine years they 
are frequently permitted to attend our common schools, they would 
receive quite an accomplished education compared with that thev now 
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attain. Hoping that your efforts to sustain the Normal School may 
be crowned with success, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 
JOS. C. WEATHERBY, 

Town Superintendent. 

We, the undersigned citYens of G loucester county, N. J., are fully 
convinced tha t the Normal School of New Jersey has exerted a salu
tary influence upon the cause of education throughout our county and 
State ; not only in preparing a corps of efficient and trained teachers, 
but in stimulating teachers, who have not had its direct advantages, 
to qualify themselves more thoroughly for their responsible duties. 
Indeed, we believe that the Normal School, under the energetic and 
efficient leadership of its present Principal, has awakened a spirit of 
inquiry among the people and made them feel that to have good citi
zens we must have good schools—to have the people capable of self-
government, they must be an educated people. 

In looking, therefore, at the happy influence which the Normal 
School and its auxiliaries have exerted upon the people of our com
monwealth, we e arnestly hope that its efficiency may be i ncreased,^by 
placing it upon a more independent and upon a firmer basis. v\e 
think it should be a permanent institution of our State. 
Benjamin Pennypacker, 
Samuel H. Pierce, 
Samuel Wright, 
Geo. C. Hewitt, 
L. H. Gause, 
Lewis S. Hewitt, 
E. Ilance, 
Hiram Duffield, 
Simon W. Stanger, 
John R. Coningham, 
J. D. Lutz, 
Chas. Mcllvaine, 
Cornelius T. Lutz, 
John Z. Stanger, 
Elias D. Stultz, 
Samuel Luffiany, 
Joseph Leak, 
M. C lift Greene, 
D. C. Lutz, 
Daniel Hook, 
William Chew, 
John Stanger, 

Chester Dilks, 
J. D. Ilogate, 
Benj. Harding, 
Franklin Iszard, 
D. Wilson Moore, 
John M. Moore, 
Eben Whitney, 
Edward T. Lutz, 
Joshua Tomlin, 
James D. Clement, 
Joseph Higgins, 
Solomon S tanger, Jr., 
Samuel Smith, 
John Annadown, 
Henry P. Leddon, 
Benj. Camp, 
Joseph H. Ellis, 
C. M. Campbell, 
Solomon II. Stanger, 
Charles B. Wolf, 
Robert Mcllvaine, 
Franklin T. Homan. 
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HUDSON. 

Number of school s in county in 1862, -
Number of c hildren of school age, -
Number of chi ldren actually in schools, 
Number of chi ldren not in schools, ... 
Number of can didates sent to Normal School, -
Number of N ormal pupils known to have taught in county, 

Attention is directed to the communication of the Rev. B. C. Tay
lor, superintendent of Bergen township. He states that but little 
interest is felt in New Jersey institutions or newspapers, and that 
were the Normal School abolished but few of the citizens would regret 
its termination. It is to be hoped that through the interested efforts 
of t he superintendents, and through the salutary influence of the great 
work done in other localities, abundant evidence of which is furnished 
in this report, the good people of Hudson county may be brought to 
a different view of the case. Where the graduates of th is school hav e 
been the most thoroughly tried, the opinions of the people are pre
cisely the reverse of those expressed by Dr. Taylor. 

North Bergen. 
There have been no teachers employed in this township who have 

received instruction at the State Normal School. 
The intelligent portion of the community are in favor of trained 

teachers. 
The intelligent portion of the community who are informed upon 

the subject are in favor of continuing the Normal School as a part of 
the permanent educational system of the State. 

There is no opposition to this measure among our citizens. 
W. F. PERRY, 

Town Superintendent of North Bergen township. 
Bergen township. 

There are no teachers who have been instructed in the State Nor
mal School, now employed in the schools of this township. 

According to my best sources of information, there has been but 
one t hus employed since the organization of the school in 1855. 

With regard to their comparative success over those who have not 
been specially trained, the one we now have is a fair teacher, but 
cannot compare with some o thers of our teachers, who excel him. 

The views of the intelligent portion of our community are favorable 
to trained teachers. 

No failures have occurred among teachers from the Normal School, 
we having had but one. 

I do not think the intelligent portion of our community know much 
about the New Jersey State Normal School. 

I have heard that our members of the State Legislature are opposed 
to it. 

28 
15,897 
10,911 

4,986 
12 
8 
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We are so near New York that our people look to the schools and 
educational interests there, while I believe many of them are ignorant 
of all that concerns the school in Trenton. Many of our citizens sel
dom see a New Je rsey newspaper, while New Pork papers are m their 
hands by breakfast time every morning. My impression is that were 
the State Normal School abolished but few of o ur citizens would regret 
its termination, nor would t hey be likely to do anything for it. vv en-
ever I have spoken of it among the people who should be expected to 
know of its affairs, I have found it but little valued, except as tiey 
say it does well enough for Trenton and its vicinity. As to sencing 
pupils to it, the common answer is, " It is easier and less expensive 
to send them to New York, where are schools equal or superior to 
that at Trenton." The single specimen we have in our town does not 
indicate anything of a very favorable nature for the Normal School 

at Trenton- BENJAMIN C. TAYLOR, 
Town Superintendent. 

November 5th, 1863. 
It is almost impossible to find pupils who can afford to pay the 

expense of being pupils in Trenton. They can go to iNew Yoik easi y, 
and live at home w ith their parents. B. 0. 

JERSEY. CITY, Nov. 27, 1863. 
Professor Wm. F. Phelps: 

Pear Sir .-—Your letter of the 2nd inst., enclosing circular, although 
not bearing my correct address, has been placed in my h ands an 
contents noted. ,,. 

I am not aware that any teacher at present engaged M oui pu IC 
scho'ols has ever received instruction in the State Normal be 100 
That we have h ad such, is, I think, very probable. 

I will, however, s ay very decidedly that our best and most success
ful teachers are those who have received their training in oui own 
excellent Normal School, which we r egard as a most valuable feature 
in our public school system. Our community are so well satis et 
with our plan of ope rations, that no change is desired or contemplated. 

For the reasons above stated, you will see I cannot gne a ca e-
gorical answer to the questions contained in your circular, but remain 

Yours respectfully, 
1 JOSEPH McCOY, 

School Superintendent. 

Jersey City, 1860. 
We have, including the school for colored children, forty-two teach

ers, all of whom, except the principals, are required to attend the 
Normal School of our c ity, unless excused by th e board of education. 
The Normal School is a most important auxiliary to our common 
schools. The junior teachers, those taking subordinate positions, are 
here required to pursue a course of study and discipline well calcula
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ted to prepare them for the duties of the school room. This school 
is really a' trial school, for, as all of our teachers are engaged upon 
trial, the test here applied is quite likely to determine whether candi
dates will succeed as teachers or not. Hence, from this as well as 
from a frequent personal inspection, I feel satisfied that our schoo ls 
are making commendable advancement; and while it might seem 
invidious to make comparisons, I feel justified in saying they will 
compare favorably with any schools in the State. 

A. S. JEWELL, 
City Superintendent. 

HUNTERDON. 
198 Number of schools in county in 1862, - IAQOQ 

Number of children of school age, - - " U'c-o 
Number of chil dren actually in schools, - L 
Number of chil dren not in schools, - of 
Number of can didates sent to Normal School, - - ~ 
Number of No rmal pupils known to h ave taught in county, 

Hunterdon county was probably more strenuous in her opposition 
to the Normal School, in i ts earlier history, than any other county in 
the State. But a decided " change has come over the spirit ol her 
dream," and she is coming nobly up to the work of its support. 
Having furnished twenty-six pupils to the school, she has given em
ployment to not less than twenty-two of the persons who have been 
trained therein, while several of the graduates from that county have 
done excellent service in o ther and remote parts of the State. Some 
entire townships in the county have been revolutionized by the whole
some influences emanating from the school. 

NEW GERMANTOWN, N. J., November 17, 1863. 
Dear Sir:—Yours of November 2nd was duly received. In con

sequence of the pressure of business, a reply has not been made. I 
was elected town superintendent last spring, and in my visits to the 
various schools have not met with one teacher that was instructed at 
the Normal School. How many there may have been employed since 
the organization of the school in 1855, I am entirely unable to say, 
and the superintendents preceding me are also, I believe. Very few, 
if any, have: not a sufficient number, at least, to create a reforma
tion in our form of school government, so that the people of our 
township, as a class, are not able to appreciate their merit. Our 
intelligent inhabitants—by far the smallest class—appreciate trained 
teachers, and endeavor to the utmost of their ability to obtain and 
retain them. But in very many cases, they are unable to rule the 
various districts, because a man that has an education and talent 
wants some remuneration, and the unintelligent, in consequence of 
the pay he really deserves, being in the majority, rule and decide to 
employ some one less learned for " less money." Of the failure of 
teachers from the Normal School, I am unable to say anything. Our 



REPORT OF STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 91 

people pay too little attention to the education of children in district 
schools, to find out what their ideas in reference to the Normal School 
are. Our teachers, in c onsequence of the employers being unable to 
agree as to their ability, &c., are employed in very many instances 
from one q uarter to a nother, seldom, in the majority of cases, reach
ing a year for one teacher at any one place, so that by the time 
children and teachers get acquainted a change of teachers is deemed 
necessary. I am so rry to say that I know of but one school d istrict 
that so far agreed as to be e nabled to retain one teacher for the term 
of three years without change. I can say truthfully, I think, that 
the benefit occasioned thereby is only known to those who have tried 
it and learned by experience. I have noticed the progress which 
some of the pupils made, and I attribute it to a trained teacher- not 
of Normal School, however—and the continuation of the district in 
employing him. 

Very respectfully, 
ALVAH A. CLAKK. 

PERRYVILLE, 12th November, 18GB. 
Professor Wm. F. Phelps: 

Pear Sir:—I received yours of 2nd instant, and in reply to the 
interrogatories therein propounded, I would say,— 

First—There is not a teacher in this township who has been in
structed in the Normal School. 

Second—There has never been a teacher employed in this town
ship who was in structed in the Normal School, since the organization 
of the school. 

Third—Have no means of ascertaining. 
Fourth—The intelligent people of this community highly prize 

good teachers, but find them very scarce. 
Fifth—Have no knowledge of either the success or failure of tea ch

ers from the Normal School. 
Sixth—There is a diversity of opinion among the people on that 

subject, which extends to the intelligent citizens. ^ 
Seventh—There is no opposition among our citizens to advance the 

cause of education and if they are persuaded that through the 
Normal School, such teachers will be prepared as will have that effect, 
they will cheerfully lend their aid to support it. But not having 
any experience of either the benefits or disadvantages of the Insti
tute they are unable except by hearsay evidence to give any decided 
opinions on th e subject. 

Yours, dear sir, in haste, 
JOHN BLANE, 

Town Superintendent of Union Township, Hunterdon County. 
November 18th, 1868. 

Prof. Wm. F. Phelps: 
Sir:—I take tjiis opportunity to reply to the circular sent to me in 

yours of the 2nd instant. 
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First—There is one teacher now in this township from the Normal 
School. _ . 

Second—There have been, so far as I can learn, six employed since 
the school commenced. 

Third—Four of these have succeeded well ; gave entire satisiac-
tion ; the schools improved under their iniluence. _ _ 

Fourth—The most intelligent part of this community in which 1 
reside, are in favor of a thorough qualification of teachers, and so 
are in favor of the continuance in successful operation of the Normal 
School. 

Fifth—There have been two failures, but I cannot learn the cause, 
as they were employed before I came into the township. 

Sixth—All that I have consulted have, with but tew exceptions, 
expressed a desire to have the school m ade a part of the permanent 
educational system of the State. _ , 

Seventh—The only ground of opposition is the fear, that shoula 
the Normal School be permanently established, the Legislature may 
pass a law requiring all school district Trustees to employ teachers 
of the Normal School to the exclusion of others. This is the great
est objection that I have heard of. 

Hoping that the above will m eet your wishes expressed in the cir
cular sent to me, I subscribe myself yo ur humble servant in the cause 
of education. 

WM. H. TITTMAN. 
WEST MILFORD, November 9th, 186-3. 

Dear Sir:—I received your note and circular containing the inter
rogatories in relation to th e State Normal School. In answer to the 
first I would say that we have no teachers at present who have been 
instructed in the State Normal School in this township, nor do 1 
know of any such being employed since the opening of such school, 
hence we are not prepared to express an opinion on the merits of the 
teachers who have been educated at the Normal School I do not 
know that there is any decided opposition to it among our people, 
although I have heard some express the opinion that they thought 
there was not much benefit derived from i t. 

Yours respectfully, 
HORACE LAROE, 

School Superintendent. 
Raritan. 

Lady teachers are generally receiving the preference whenever it 
is practicable for them to be kept during the whole year. Their 
schools generally show the largest daily attendance in proportion to 
the children reported, and, in a few instances, when the ladies are 
graduates of the State Normal School, show great proficiency in 
school discipl ine. 

HENRY STOTIIOFF, 
Town Superintendent. 
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Jlaritan, 1862. 
The teachers are nearly all young, and all are of excellent moral 

qualifications and generally of fair literary acquirements. They lack 
only in that they have not acquired the art of teaching. Two on ly 
among the twenty different teachers employed during the past year 
have attended the State Normal School even for a single term. 

A. RITTENHOUSE, 
Town Superintendent. 

Number of schools in the county in 1862, 89 
Number of child ren of school age, - 11,080 
Number of ch ildren actually in schools, - 5,510 
Number of ca ndidates sent to Normal School, ^ - - 143 
Number of Normal pupils known to have taught in county, 60 

Ry reason of its proximity to the Normal School, Mercer county 
has furnished a greater number of p upils than any other in the State, 
under that provision of th e law which allows the admission of a greater 
number than any county would otherwise be entitled to in case there 
are vacancies unfilled. But it also appears that a very large propor
tion of those who have been received into the school from Mercer, have 
been employed to teach in other counties. A majority of them have 
thus given the benefit of t he instruction received to other communities ; 
so that the excess of admissions from this county has proved a bless
ing to almost every portion of the State. The communications from 
the Boards of Education of Princeton and Trenton, together with 
those from superintendents of other townships and from citizens, 
bear test imony to the wholesome influence exerted by the institution 
in the county. 

Lawrence. 

There have been two teachers employed in this township, who have 
received instruction at the State Normal School. 

I cannot say how many have thus been employed since the organi
zation of t he Normal School in 1855. _ 

Their success over those who h ave not been specially tiained, and 
their influence upon public sentiment is good. _ _ 

The intelligent portion of the community are in favor of the trained 

There'has been no decided failure among teachers from the Normal 
School, as far as I know. 

The intelligent portion of the community, who are informed upon 
the subject, are in favor of c ontinuing the Normal School a s a part of 
the educational system of th e State. 

J S. M. HAMILL, 
Lawrenceville, N. J. 
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Princeton. 
It is universally conceded, that to fit a person for any calling it is 

necessary to give him especial instruction in the particular business 
or profession he intends to pursue. The embryo lawyer digests a 
thorough course of law ; t he preacher, of theology, and the physician, 
of medicine. Those successful in either of those professions would be 
very few, were they placed in their several spheres after having mas
tered merely the regular college course. In no degree less important 
is the necessity for especial training in the teacher's calling. Those 
who conduct the schools of our l and have an important mission to 
fulfil; for upon them devolves the labor of moulding the immortal 
mind and giving to it the particular direction which determines, in a 
great measure, the success or failure of the individual, a work so 
important that it demands at our hands a great care as to whom w e 
entrust with it. 

Believing that the object of the State Normal School of New Jersey is 
to supply the teachers of th e public schools of our State with what the 
law school does the lawyer, the theological seminary, the preacher, 
and the medical college, the physician—the particular training to 
enable him to perfectly understand his profession; and, believing 
that it has done much to elevate the standard of our public schools 
throughout the State, and will continue to exert the same powerful 
influence, we are decidedly of the opinion that this institution should 
be made permanent. 

Wm. A. Dod, 
Geo. T. Olmsted, 
Isaac Baker, 
William G. Bayley, 
J. H. Bruere, 
Wm. W. Stelle, 
D. T. Pittenger, 
Elias C. Baker, 
James L. Briner, 
John II. Warren, M. D., 
William II. Warren, 
J. N. Woodhull, 
J. T. L. Anderson, 
Chas. 0. Hudnut, 
John R. Hamilton, 
C. L. Sullivan, 
Josiah W. Wright, 
John Andrews, 
Crowell Marsh, 
Geo. Sheldon, 
H. Mount, 
Elijah Leigh, 
John R. Slayback, 

Jos. R. Mann, 
Stephen Alexander, 
Henry W. Leard, 
J. G. Olden, 
G. McGinness, 
A. L. Rowland, 
David A. Hudnut, 
Richard Runyan, 
Thomas Brown, 
David D. Olden, 
John Con over, 
M. II. Krauskopf, 
Enos Margerum, 
Wm. W. Smith, 
P. Hendrickson, 
Ernest Sandoz, 
Henry D. Johnson, 
John II. Margerum 
W. L. Ilankins, ' 
Joseph R. Wright, 
Henry L. Vandyke, 
J. Van Deventer, 
Geo. Th ompson, 
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Isaiah I). King, 
Lewis W. Mudge, 
A. L. Green, 

J. H. Wikoff, 
John Fenning, 
J. P. Hughes, 

Thos. W. Cattell, 
John A. Fenning, 
Elijah Anderson, 
W. J. Lytic, M. D. 

John C. Schenek, 
John Nelson, 
Jos. Priest, 

0. H. Bartine, M. I)., 
George Con neire, 

Elijah Allen, 
Daniel Bowne, 
C. S. Cook, 

Theodore Leard. 

At a regular meeting of th e Board of Trustees of the city of T ren
ton, held Thursday evening, December 3rd, 1863, the following com
munication was adopted as the answer of said Board of Tr ustees to a 
circular emanating from the State Normal School of New Je rsey, and 
bearing date November 1st, 1863: 

Bear Sir:—Your circular of November 1st has been submitted to 
this Board, and we return the following answers to your interrogato
ries : 

Firs+—There are at present nine teachers, who have be en instructed 
at the State Normal School, now teaching in the public schools of this 
city. 

Second—Since the organization of the Normal School, to the best 
of our knowledge, there have been about thirteen or fourteen teachers 
from th at institution thus employed. 

Third—Some have received only a partial course of training at the 
Normal School; and while th ere have been no failures among any of 
them, there has been, in our opinion, a marked difference in favor of 
the full graduates of the Normal School over those who have received 
only a partial course of instruction at that Institution. One of our 
principal schools is now tau ght by a graduate of the State Normal 
School, and it is but just to say that there has been a great improve
ment in the condition of th e school since it has been under his charge. 
The number of scholars has been increased, the discipline greatly 
improved, and a method adopted in teaching that has given great 
satisfaction to the parents of t he children, as well as to the Board. 

Fourth—We believe the intelligent portion of our citizens, who are 
informed upon the subject, prefer educated teachers to those who 
have received no special training. 

Fifth—No failures have occurred among the teachers employed in 
our public schools wh o have received instruction at the State Normal 
School. 

Sixth—We know of no decided opposition to the permanent estab
lishment of the State Normal School. Those of our citizens who 
have taken the trouble to examine the subject, we believe, very gen
erally, have come to the conclusion that it has proved a great bless
ing to the State; that it is a necessary part of our edu cational system, 

TRENTON, Dec. 3, 1863. 



96 REPORT OF STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

and regard its existence as indispensable to the efficiency of our pu blic 
schools. 

In conclusion, wc wish you complete success in your praiseworthy 
efforts to secure this great object. 

By order of the Board of School Trustees of the city of Trenton. 
THOMAS J. CORSON, 

Superintendent. 

PRINCETON, N. J., Dec. 3, 1863. 

Professor William F. Phelps: 
Pear Sir:—The Board of Education of the Princeton Borough 

School District take pleasure in communicating to you the facts illus
trative of the complete success of our present public schools, unde r 
the charge of teachers who received their professional training at 
your institution. 

Previous to the establishment of our present public school, our 
borough was divided into three districts, in each of which there was a 
feeble school, kept open during but a part of the year; the average 
number in attendance at each being about twenty-five pupils. The 
condition of our public schools was regarded as so defective that a 
proposition to unite the three districts and establish a graded public 
school, under the charge of professional teachers, was received with 
general favor. The change proposed was accordingly carried into 
effect, and with such school accommodations as it was then possible 
to provide. The school was opened on the 31st day of September, 
1857, under the charge of one male and one female teacher from 
your institution. The number of pupils in attendance at the opening 
"was about ei ghty. This number increased so rapidly that it was soon 
found necessary to increase the number of teachers, and at a public 
meeting of the citizens of the district the Board of Education were 
directed to purchase a lot and have erected and furnished a building 
adequate to the increased and prospective demands of the schools. 
This order was carried into effect at an expense of about §10,000. 

From that time to the present the school has been continued with
out interruption, and has fully realized the expectations of those who 
were instrumental in it s organization. 

The average number ot pupils has been about one hundred and 
fifty—fully double the number previously attending the public schools. 
The number of pupils attending the private and denominational schools 
of th e town ha s not been mate rially diminished; in fact, our success 
has rather been to them a healthful stimulus. 

As a proof of the general favor with which our school is regarded, 
it may be mentioned that the annual appropriations from the district 
to defray the expenses of the lot and building, and to carry on the 
school on its present basis, have from t ime to time been voted without 
a dissenting voice. No request of the board for money has met with 
the slightest opposition. At present the current expenses of the 
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school are met by our proportion of the ordinary State and township 
appropriations. 

Our corps of teachers at present is one male and three female 
teachers. We have had, since the commencement of the school, ten 
different teach ers from your institution, and have found them, without 
exception, competent and faithful. 

We regard the success of our school as a demonstration of the 
importance and value of your institution. Had it not been for the 
State Normal School, we should not now he enjoying our present 
educational ad vantages. 

Whatever may be the action of the coming Legislature in regard 
to your institution, we sha ll endeavor to maintain our school on its 
present basis, under the charge of professional teachers, but we should 
feel it a humiliation to be dependent for teachers upon the Normal 
Schools of oth er states. 

The result of our e xperiment has been to convince us that a Normal 
School for the professional education of teachers is an indispensable 
part of a complete system of p ublic instruction. 

Hoping that the Legislature of New Jersey, at its coming session, 
may without hesitation make whatever appropriation may be necessary 
for the suppo rt and continued prosperity of the Institution under your 
charge, we a re 

With great respect and obligation, yours truly, 
D. COMFORT, 
CROWELL MARSH, 
WM. T. ANDERSON, 
JOHN T. DUFFIELD, 

Board of Education of Princeton, N~. J. 
Professor WILLIA M F. PHELPS, Principal of State Normal School at 

Trenton, N. J. 

Lawrence, 1862. 

We begin to feel the good influence of our State Normal School. 
This influence is felt not merely in furnishing teachers, for it will 
take the Institution years to supply the demand, but i t is felt in the 
general elevation of the tone and character of the teacher and his 
position. Its influence in this respect is most valuable for our district 
schools. To strike down the Normal School would be a suicidal policy 
to our whole school system. Give it time and it will vitalize that 
system beyond a ll present calculation. 

S. M. HAMILL, 
Town Superintendent. 

7 
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MIDDLESEX. 

Number of schools in county in 1863, ... 81 
Number of chil dren of school age, ... 10,300 
Number of child ren actually in schools, - - - 6,100 
Number of chil dren not in schools, ... 4,200 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, - 38 
Number of Nor mal pupils known to have taught in county, 44 

In no county of New Jersey has the Normal School more signally 
vindicated its claims to the confidence and cordial support of the 
people, than in Middlesex. And the explanation of this fact will be 
found in the above figures, from which it will appear that she has 
received more than she has given, although it must be confessed that 
she has given quite liberally. The communications herewith pre
sented from the Roard of Education at New Brunswick, from the 
citizens of that place, and from school officers in other townships, 
cannot fail to command attention. The influence which the graduates 
of the school employed in Middlesex are exerting upon the cause, is 
extending already far beyond the limits of the county. Well done, 
Middlesex. 

The undersigned, members of th e Board of Education of the city of 
New Brunswick, hereby certify the subjoined facts relative to the 
State Normal School at Trenton: 

1. During the past five years we have employed, in all, about 
twenty-five teachers who have been trained at the Normal School, 
and they have proven themselves earnest, devoted and successful 
teachers. 

2. The influence which the Normal School has exerted upon the 
public schools of this city, through the agency of its graduates, has 
been truly invaluable. Our schools are now tho rough and efficient, 
and are accomplishing a great and good work among us. 

3. It is our firm conviction, which we ha ve never hesitated to ex
press, that the vitality and usefulness of our public school system 
depend essentially upon th e employment of th oroughly trained teach
ers, and, generally, that the present efficiency of o ur system of publi c 
instruction cannot be maintained without the continued cooperation 
of our State Normal School. 
David Cole, P res't of th e Board, 
John De Mott, 
Lewis T. Howell, 
Mahlon Runyon, 
Geo. H. Cook, 
John B. Hill. 

Lewis Applegate, C'k of the Board, 
Henry L. Janeway, 
Frederick Staat, 
Nelson Dunham, 
Wm. Maloy, 
R. McDonald, 
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NEW BRUNSWICK, November 17FH, 1863. 
To the Principal of the State Normal School: 

"VVe, citizens of New Brunswick, do hereby express, in general 
terms, the estimation in which we hold the State Normal School. 

Some five years since, two pupils from your Institution were en
gaged as teachers in our public school, and their half-year's labor in 
the class-room fully demonstrated the utility of the methods of disci
pline and instruction which they employed. Normal graduates, as 
teachers, have been in demand ever since; and we cheerfully bear 
testimony to the fact that our public schools were never as efficiently 
conducted as they are at present. And we also take this method of 
expressing it as our firm belief, that, as teaching is both a sc ience 
and an art, the State Normal School is a necessity to the supply of 
well-qualified and competent teachers. So long, therefore, as we 
prize public schools, so long shall we be earnest advocates of the 
State Normal School. 
A. R. Speer, 
N. Booreum, 
Henry H. Palmer, 
James Bishop, 
A. D. Newell, M. D., 
0. B. Gaston, 
Thomas Stout, 
D. F. Campbell, 
Garret Conover, 
Mich'l S. Winckler, 
J. G. Manning, 
Rob't Eastburn, 
Henry Blumer, 
Theodore Ashmore, 
G. G. Yoorhees, 
John I. H. Van Cleef, 
Aug. T. Stout, 
W. B. Ayres, 
John S. Dellart, 
John Stothoff, 
Henry A. Harlow, 
James R. Bryan, 
J. M. Schenck, 
W. T. Beatty, 

To William F. Phelps: 
Sir:—In answer to your inquiries we ta ke pleasure in subjoining 

the following: 
^ Q ues. 1st. Are there any teachers who have been instructed at the-

Normal School now employed in your township ? If so, how man y? 

S. Keesling, 
David Bishop, 
Robert C. Helm, 
Henry R. Baldwin, M. D., 
Charles P. Strong, 
A. McMullin, 
Lewis Stout, 
Wm B. Spader, 
Isaac L. Martin, 
Wm. D. Honeyman, 
Wm. C. Sampson, 
Cornelius Powelson, 
Daniel Vliet, 
S. F. Randolph, 
E. K. Dunham, 
0. S. R. Reed, 
D. M. Vail, 
W. R. Freeman, 
Joseph Danberry, 
Isaac V. D. Williamson, 
C. E. Crispell, 
John Stephenson, 
Jno. S. Riddell, 
C. M. Harrison. 

WOODBRIDGE, November, 18 63. 
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Ans. Atnong the teachers of our tow nship, there are four who hav e 
been instructed at the Normal School. 

Ques. 2nd. How many such, according to your best sources of 
information, have been thus employed since the organization of the 
school in 1855 ? 

Ans. Since 1855 there have been eight employed. 
Ques. 3rd. What has been the result of their employment, as to 

their comparative success over those who have not been specially 
trained, and as to their influence up on public sentiment ? 

Ans. Taking the aggregate, we are happy to say that, in our opin
ion, the teachers trained at the Normal School have met with better 
success than those who have not, and through their influence upon 
public sentiment the cause of public education has been very greatly 
advanced in our community. 

Ques. 4th. What are the views of the intelligent portion of the 
community in which you reside, as to the comparative value of trained 
over untrained teachers ? 

Ans. While there may be many, eminently gifted by nature with 
those qualities which make the good a nd successful teacher, who have 
not been trained, and while we believe many such have succeeded in 
the noble work of teaching, yet this is not the rule but only the 
exception, we are greatly in favor of trained teachers. We hold 
teaching to be one of th e highest of the professions, and we want men 
fully qualified for their stations. 

Ques. 5th. How many failures have occurred among teachers from 
the Normal School, as far as your knowledge extends, and what have 
been the causes of the same? 

Ans. We are glad to say that we have yet to learn of the first 
failure. 

Ques. 6th. What are the views of the intelligent portion of your 
fellow citizens, who are informed upon the subject, respecting the 
utility and necessity of continu ing the Normal School as a part of the 
permanent educational system of the State? 

Ans. We have heard no person object to the Normal School as it 
exists or has existed. On the contrary, we believe it to be a unani
mous opinion that the Normal School has done more for the cause of 
public education in the State than any other institution has ever done 
or can do with our present educational system. It is, in our opinion, 
necessary to the cause of education in our State, that the Normal 
School be sustained; we should look upon it as a calamity to the 
State at large, should the Normal School cease to be. We should 
rejoice to see i t established upon a foundation so firm that it would 
be removed from the danger of an overthrow. 

Ques. 7th. Is there any decided opposition to this measure among 
your citizens, and if so, what are the grounds of such opposition ? ° 

Ans. We a re not aware of any opposition at all to the measure; 
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we believ e all would l ove to see the school continue successfully its 
operation. 

Very respectfully, 
LUTHER J. TAPPEN, 

Superintendent. 
ELLIS B. FREEMAN, 

Ex-Superintendent. 
Woodbridge, 1860. 

The teachers, as a whole, have been qualified and fit for their several 
stations, and so far as the Normal teachers have been engaged, a gen
eral satisfaction has been given. 

ELLIS B. FREEMAN, 
Town Superintendent. 

Metuchin, 1861. 
I know of no teacher here engaged without a voucher fo r compe

tency. Nos. 3 and 13 are taught by teachers from the State Normal 
School; No. 6 is taught by a Connecticut normal teacher; Nos. 4 
and 5 are taught on the normal system with l ike success. The rest 
of the schools receive the root of the matter on the more ancient form, 
though none the less thorough. 

D. DECKER, 
Town Superintendent. 

New Brunswick, 1861. 
The board of education have the management and general super

vision of the school. A normal class, for teachers, has been estab
lished, by order of this board. This class meets weekly, and its 
members are instructed, first, in the subjects to be taught; and, 
secondly, in the manner of t eaching them. This class is of incalcula
ble importance to our teachers. It develops a professional spirit, and 
is instrumental in securing a harmonious action throughout the depart
ments of our public schools. 

J. ELMER STOUT, 
Town Superintendent. 

East Brunswick, 1862. 
"We have one school u nder the training of a Normal teacher. This 

system of instruction gives entire satisfaction to all, and reflects credit 
not only upon the teachers but upon the Normal Institute of this 
State. 

WILLIAM A. APPLEBY, 
School Superintendent. 

Piscataway, 1862. 
One district, Number Eleven, have taxed themselves a sufficient 

sum, in addition t o the public money, to keep their school open the 
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whole year, their present teacher being the only one in our schools 
who has enjoyed the advantages of our State Normal School, and the 
school is in a very satisfactory condition. 

J. JAMES BAKER, 
Town Superintendent. 

Woodlridge, 1862. 
All of the teachers have a certificate of license. Three are from 

the State Normal School. 
LUTHER J. TAPPEN, 

Town Superintendent. 

MONMOUTH. 

Number of schools in the county in 1862, -
Number of chi ldren of school ag e, -
Number cf c hildren actually in s chools, 
Number of chi ldren not in schools, 
Number of can didates sent to Normal School, 
Number of N ormal pupils known to have taught in county, 

The Superintendent of common schools at Squan writes that his 
township " has never been fortunate enough to get a Normal teacher. 
On referring to our records I find also that it has never been fortunate 
enough to send a candidate to the School. The latter fact explains 
the former undoubtedly, and answers the objections that follow. Send 
some of your sons and daughters here and let them be properly trained, 
and they will return to bless you with their superior services. Pay 
them well for their labor. A good teacher is worth all he can com
mand, and a high price paid for such a teacher is a paying investment. 
If other communities pay more than our friends at Squan, it is credita
ble to their intelligence and enterprise. It is no just cause of com
plaint against the Normal School. A private enlisting in the ranks 
receives more bounty money, let alone his yearly pay, than most 
teachers receive for a year's service. Is this right ? 

Squan Village. 
Are there are any teachers who have been instructed at the Normal 

School now employed in the schools of your township ? If so, how 
many? None. 

How many such, according to your best sources of information, 
have been thus employed since the organization of t he school in 1855? 
None. 

What are the views of the intelligent portion of the community in 
which you resid e as to the comparative value of trained over untrained 
teachers ? Answer—We pay good teachers well; have never been 
fortunate enough to get a Normal teacher. 

How m any failures have occurred among teachers from the Normal 
School, as far as your knowledge extends, and what have been the 

121 
12,816 

8,403 
4,413 

16 
15 
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causes of the same? Answer—The great difficulty is, after they 
have graduated they want more pay than moderate districts can pay. 

What are the views of t he intelligent portion of your fellow citizens, 
who are informe d upon the subjeet, respecting the utility and neces
sity of continuing the Normal School as a part of the permanent 
educational system of the State? Answer—Our people would favor 
its continuance providing it would be of general utility. 

Is there any decided opposition to the measure among your citi
zens, and if so, what are the grounds of such opposition ? Answer— 
They consider it a local institution, and calculated to benefit cities 
and large towns at the general expense. 

R. LAIRD, 
Town Superintendent of S quan Village. 

No teachers who have been instructed at the Normal School are 
now employed in the schools of this township. 

According to my best sources of information none have been em
ployed since th e organization of t he Normal School in 1855. 

the intelligent portion of our community prefer trained teachers. 
The intelligent portion of the community believe it necessary to 

continue the Normal School as a part of the permanent educational 
system of the State. 

There is no decided opposition to this measure among our citizens.* 
MlDDLETOtVN POINT, Nov. 6, 1863. 

Mr., William F. Phelps : 
Pear Sir:—Yours of the 2nd inst. came to hand, and in accord

ance with your wishes I send the best reply to the questions asked that 
it is possible for me to do. I am sorry that the answers are so unsat
isfactory. In reply to questions first, second, third, fourth and fifth, 
I would say, that to my knowledge not one teacher from the Normal 
School is or has been employed in this township since its institution. 
Generally the teachers have been Yankees or foreigners. As to ques
tions sixth and seventh, there is so little known of the iNormal School 
here, that there is of course no opposition. I am almost ashamed to 
send you an answer like this, but must state the case as it is. I have 
conversed with some of the most intelligent of our citizens on this 
subject, and without exception their decision is in favor of the utility 
and necessity of continuing the Normal School. 

We expect to have a Teachers' Institute in our village the present 
month, and I am making an effort to get our best citizens enlisted 
in its behalf, hoping t hat its influence will have the effect to a waken a 
deeper interest in the community on the important subject of education. 

Time and patient labor is indeed necessary in order to the accom
plishment of the great work designed in the establishment of the 
Normal School, and though I have filled my p resent position but a 
short time, I am convinced that a great deal depends upon the town 
superintendents, and were they in all eases men of the right stamp, 

*This communication had no date and no signature. 
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and clothed with a li ttle more authority as regards the selection and 
employment of te achers, a great deal more would be accomplished in 
much less time. But the minds of people must be stirred up and 
enlightened, for with too many the almighty dollar is of more import
ance than good t eachers or education. But I did not intend to write 
ell this; excuse me. 

I am with much respect, yours truly, 
ALEX. H. HARRIS, 

School Superintendent Matteawan township, Monmouth county. 

HOLMDEL, November 5, 1863. 
Professor Phelps: 

Pear SirThe following are answers to the questions embraced 
in your circular: 

First—There are no teachers employed in' our township who have 
been instructed at the Normal School. 

Second—I am not aware that any teachers instructed at the Nor
mal School have ever been employed in the township. 

Third—I am not prepared to judge of the comparative success of 
teachers instructed at the Normal School, over those who have not 
been specially trained for trained for teaching, as none of the former 
have been employed. 

Fourth—I do no t know what are the views of the intelligent por
tion of this community as to the comparative value of trained over 
untrained teachers. 

Fifth—No failures have occurred among teachers from the Normal 
School, as none have been employed. 

Sixth—I have never heard the intelligent portion of our community, 
who are acquainted with the character and design of the Normal 
School, express an opinion respecting the utility0 and necessity of 
continuing it as a part of the permanent educational system of the 
State. 

Seventh—If opposition to the Normal School is cherished on the 
part of any of our citizens, it has not been expressed to me. 

A large proportion of the teachers employed in this neighborhood 
for several years, have been from New England and New York. 
The principal of the school of our village is from New England, and 
was educated at a Normal School. 

Respectfully, 
CHARLES E. WILSON. 

SQUAN 4 ILLAGE, November 5th, 1863. 
Professor Wm. F. Phelps : 

Pear Sir:—I have complied with yo ur request, in filling up the 
most of your interrogatories, and would remark, if the State helps 
srpport the Normal School, every portion of it is entitled to its benefits. 

My experience with trained teachers is: If you to ernp]0y 
them they can't get the figures up high enough; not willing to labor, 
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as other professions, for moderate or medium prices; and I fear this 
originates from th e high notions gathered from public institutions. 

The average pay our teachers receive (poor as they are without 
training,) is four hundred and seventy dollars per annum, or one 
hundred dollars for sixty-six days. This will pa y over three hundred 
dollars per year clear—more than a majority of our clergymen or 
physicians clear. 

If you will co ntrive some plan to supply us with educated teachers, 
at fair prices, I will not only favor the Normal School, but be greatly 
obliged to y ou. 

I am, very respectfully yours, &c., 
ROBERT LAIRD. 

Mr. Phelps: 
Pear Sir:—Your notice came to hand yesterday morning. I went 

last evening to the Superintendent and made known yo ur wishes. I 
do not know whe ther he will comply with them or not. He said he 
would go a nd see the trustees and people about it. To be ho nest, I 
do not t hink you will h ear anything favorable from them in r egard to 
the Normal School. They (the trustees) are some of the aristocrats 
of the town, who t ake no interest in public schools or anything that 
pertains to the common people. They have scarcely ever darkened 
the door with their shadows since I have been here teaching. The 
gentlemen that are trustees now are wealthy, and never sent a child 
to a public school, and I do not think they would on a ny account. I 
am told by good au thority that they are opposed to the public school 
system, an d that they think the Normal School at Trenton is a v ery 
unnecessary institution—a machine to take money out of the people's 
pockets. They never expressed an opinion to me in reference to it, 
but I have been told it by those who had a good opportunity of know
ing their sentiments. They have always treated me kind ly, with the 
exception of not visiting my school when I earnestly desired them to. 
They en larged the school "building about three months since, at the 
cost of $600. I am the only Normal pupil that has ever taught in 
this township until within the last three months. Miss E., who was 
at the Normal School when I was there, is now assisting me, so we 
are no more tha n a d rop in a bucket to the teachers from other States. 

I fear your school will me et with opposition from this quarter, for 
I am sorry to say the people here are not liberal minded. They have 
no objection to public institutions of lea rning, it they do not interfere 
with their pockets or with their interests any way. Politics and 
money ar e their gods. 

Efforts are yearly made here to elect men trustees who will ke ep 
the public school in the b ack ground. At school meetings the v my 
men of th e town come out and elect each other. The poorer class do 
not seem to know that they can have a voice in this matter. It will 
be difficu lt for t he school to rise while under all these difficulties, but 
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in time it will take its proper stand in spite of them. There could be 
one of th e best of schools here under other circumstances. 

A number of the people he re have money invested in the boarding 
schools, and it is to their advantage to keep them before the public 
and keep the public schools in the dark; but all will be right yet. 

Accept my best wishes. I now conclude, hoping that you may 
come off conq ueror. Yours truly, 

P. S.—After waiting four days to hear from the trustees and super
intendent in regard to the Normal School, I have to send you this 
without any information from them. 

Upper Freehold. 
ALLENTOWN, N. J., Nov. 9, 1863. 

Professor Wm. F. Phelps: 
Dear Sir .-—I received your communication and circular dated Nov. 

2nd. In reply I would say that I think there is no decided opposi
tion to the Normal School in this township; judging, however, from 
the teachers employed I should say there was great indifference respect
ing its graduates. None of the present teachers are graduates of the 
Normal School, and so far as I know there have been but three or 
four employed in the township. I believe they gave as good satisfac
tion as other teachers. One of them, I know, was a superior instruc
tress. 

Very respectfully yours, &c., 
A. A. HOWELL, 

Town Superintendent. 
Middletoivn, I860. 

Thoroughness in the various branches taught is realized as an indis
pensable requisite in the character of a teacher. Two of our teachers 
are graduates of the Normal School, and their devotion to their pro
fession is doing much to enlist the sympathies of the inhabitants in 
favor of th at important institution. 

DAVID B. STOUT, 
Town Superintendent. 

Shrewsbury, 1861. 

This school is under the charge of a female teacher, a graduate of 
the Normal School, and, for good order and decorum, I think, is not 
to be surpassed by any school in the township. If the pride of the 
inhabitants could onl y be aroused to the fact of the poor condition of 
their school house, they would put their hands in their pockets, and, 
in a spirit of enterprise, contribute liberally towards the repairs of 
their school house. They would, with t he very efficient teacher they 
have, have a school house which would be an ornament to the place. 

DAN'L A. HOLMES, 
Town Superintendent. 
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Raritan, 1862. 
I could wish t hat our township might have an opportunity to test 

the worth of the material furnished by our Normal School. As yet 
we have had none. Perhaps our day will soon come. At any late, 
the people are becoming wea ry of inefficient teachers. 

F 1 SAMUEL LOCK WOOD, 
Town Superintendent. 

Shrewsbury, 1862. 
Our township has furnished no pupils for the Normal School this 

year. And the reason is plain. Those who seek the occupation of a 
teacher are usually in indigent circumstances, and cannot support the 
high tax for board which a r esidence in a city imposes, I here are 
very exc ellent high schools in the country, where the prices of board 
arid tuition combined are less than that ot board alone lor a pupil at 
the Normal School. The State institution is n ot, therefore, to those 
living beyond the immediate precincts of Trenton, an iudisputab y 

JOHN S. APPLEGATE, 
Town Superintendent. 

MORRIS. 
100 Number of schools in county in 1862, - - . 

Number of ch ildren of school age, - " ' r'^"„ 
Number of c hildren actually in schools, - ^ 
Number of child ren not in schools, - • - _ 
Number of ca ndidates sent to Normal School, _ " 
Number of Normal pupils known to have taught in county, 

Morris county has been liberal in her contribution of candidates to 
the school, an d liberal, too, in her distribution of them as teachers to 
other places. The Superintendent of Pequannock deems it unfor
tunate that his township has had the advantage of the servi ces o on y 
eight Normal teachers. But if the other townships of the State had 
been as fortunate as Pequannock, it would have required at least 
1500 teachers to supply them equally as well, whereas only 000 have 
as yet entered the school, more than 100 of whom are still under a 
course of training. About 2,200 teachers are required to supply the 
wants of this State for a s ingle year. It is obvious, therefore, that it 
is a work of time and patient, persevering effort to supply the needs 
of an entire commonwealth. We must "learn to laboi ant to wai 

Chester. 
Mr. William F. Phelps: 

Bear Sir:—I am sorry that I can give you bu t little information 
upon the questions herein contained. During my connection with 
the schools, for th e past three years, but one teacher from the Normal 
School has taught within our bounds, and I know of none be oie . 
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We have had, for a number of years, a flourishing private school in 
our village, which has educated most of our teachers. The one 
teacher I refer to succeeded ver y well, I believe above the average, 
but he taught among us but a si ngle quarter. I do not know o f any 
decided opposition to the Normal School among us. I am sorry to 
say that there is much indifference in regard to the public school 
system generally. 

Yours respectfully, 
JAMES F. BREWSTER, 

Town Superintendent. 

BOONTON, MORRIS CO., N. J., Nov. 19th, 18G3. 
Wm. F. Phelps, Principal of the State Normal School : 

Bear Sir:—Yours of 28th October, containing circular pertaining 
to the State Normal School, was duly received, and in answer to the 
questions therein contained, I return the following reply. 

First—There are two t eachers now employed in Pequannock town
ship who have been instructed in our S tate Normal School. 

Second—As near as I can a scertain, only eight teachers instructed 
in our State Normal School have at any time been employed in this 
township. 

Third—This question requires a twofold answer, first as to their 
success over those not specially trained, and second as to their influ
ence on public sentiment. In the first place, a part of those e mployed 

have met with good success, and, as a consequence, have made a 
favorable impression on public opinion, but I regret that I am co m
pelled to say that about one-half the number thus employed have not 
been so successful, and, as a consequence, have to some extent ex
erted an unfavorable influence on the public mind. 

Fourth—The intelligent portion of the people in this section, aside 
from a few biased and prejudiced minds, are decidedly in favor of 
specially trained teachers, and believe that such teachers, if possessed 
of suitable natural capacity, would be of greater value to our public 
schools. 

Fifth—Of the eight that have been employed in this township, four 
made failures iu discipline, and two of these were deficient in scholar
ship. In justice to your institution, however, I must add that upon 
inquiry, I was informed that the two thus deficient were under in
struction at your school only a short time. 

Sixth—So far as I have had opportunity to learn from those who 
have given the subject of Normal Schools attention, there are few, if 
any, who doubt the utility of our S tate Normal School, or the pro
priety of continuing, in some way, the school as a permanent institu
tion in our State. 

Seventh—I know of no decided opposition to the State Normal 
School in this vicinity. I have heaid that, in some sections of our 
county, there were persons opposed to the State expending so much 
upon that School, because the benefits were too local, intimating that 
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a system might be adopted, by which the benefits would be more 
widely distrib uted through each county in the State. In regard to 
the benefits derived from our State Normal School, so far as they 
have come home to us in this township or its vicinity, I must confess 
I have been somewhat disappointed. Very few of the respectable 
number of pupils sent from here to the Normal School, have ever 
returned to us to teach in our public schools. Most of them have 
been employed elsewhere, and I am happy to say that, so far as I 
have heard, they have met with good success . A\re had hoped for a 
greater share of help from that institution than we have received. 
Why it is that so few of the graduates have come this way, I know 
not, unless i t be th at the value of t heir services has met with a h igher 
appreciation elsewhere. I do not consider this as any fault of the 
institution, or as any indication of inefficiency in its work, but rather 
as the result of circumstances. So long as the number of talented 
and skillful teachers remains so small, compared to the mass of the 
untrained, from which the people are compelled to select teachers, 
those districts able and willing to pay the best salaries, and having 
otherwise the greater attractions, will absorb the best talent. It 
cannot be denied that much good has resulted from our State Normal 
School during the seven years of its existence, and that its influence 
on the cause of education, and the thoroughness of instruction in our 
public schools has been more wide s pread in our State than its pupils. 
The most dis couraging aspect is the nature of t he difficulties that tend 
to impair the efficiency of the institution in attaining its object. 
These difficulties cannot well be avoided, and will continue to exist 
and be f elt. In the first place, it is difficult to secure the best talent 
in pupils for the Normal School. The profession of a public school 
teacher has not sufficient a ttractions to command it; and, in the next 
place, those who do receive the benefits of instruction at the institu
tion find so many more a ttractive avenues to wealth and honor open 
to them, that comparatively few of the more talented continue to 
teach for any length of tim e. Rut, notwithstanding these embarrass
ments, I see.no reason why the State of New Je rsey should falter or 
desist in the work of educating teachers for our public schools. A 
due regard for th e maintenance and advancement of the cause of pop
ular education, would seem to require the continuance of the Normal 
School as a permanent institution. In addition to what I have written, 
allow me to make one suggestion. Could i t not be so ar ranged, as to 
admit to your institution for instruction a cl ass of pupils not pledged 
to devote themselves to teaching, who would be required to pay for 
tuition, and thus in part make the institution self-sustaining ? 

I must apologise to you for this tardy reply. Not having had the 
supervision of the schools in this township for several years, I felt it 
my duty to make some inquiry, before answering some of your ques
tions, which caused some delay, and for two weeks past my engage
ments have been such as to scarcely allow me time to consider the 
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matter, I trust you will be able to show satisfactory reasons for a 
continuance of th e State appropriation to the school. 

Respectfully yours, &c., 
JOHN L. KANOUSE, 

Superintendent of Pequannock Township, Morris County. 
Pequannock, 1860. 

We are pleased to be able to state that we have an able corps o f 
teachers, with exceptions, in the township, a part of them graduates 
of th e Normal School, who are acquitting themselves generally with 
honor, and some t hat are not, with e qual honor, as to ability and apt
ness to teach ; while a few, I fear, have more respect to the salary 
than the intellectual or moral training of the children. 

N. CONKLING, 
Toxvn Superintendent. 

Washington, 1861. 
We have had several teachers from the State Normal School, and 

I am happy to say that they reflect great credit upon that institution; 
and my earnest desire is, that we may soon have a full supply of 
those " teachers taught." 

THEO. NAUGHRIGHT, 
Town Superintendent. 

Hanover, 1862. 
Last year I stated that a serious defect was the want of thorough 

culture in the teacher. I still feel that this is the case, and the more 
sensibly from the contrast between Normal graduates and ordinary 
teachers. We have employed during the year five such graduates--
two males and three females. A comparison results very greatly m 
their favor ; for in government, in mode of teaching, and in thorough

ness, they excel. I regret that we have no more of them. In saying 
this I do not design to disparage the others, most of whom have, under 
the circumstances, done well, but would ha ve done far better with the 
training of a higher course to direct and inspire them. 

L. THOMPSON, 
Town Superintendent. 

OCEAN. 

Number of schools in the county in 1862, 5-
Number of chi ldren of school ag e, - 4,396 
Number of chil dren actually in schools, - 3,049 
Number of chi ldren not in schools, - 1,347 
Number of ca ndidates sent to Normal School, 5 
Number of No rmal pupils known to have taught in county, 6 

The village of To m's River, in Ocean county, has employed trained 
teachers almost exclusively for nearly seven yea-s. This is about 
the only place in the county where such have been eno-a<red H > 9 
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somewhat sparsely populated, and hence there are but few schools. 
But these are improving steadily. The influence of the teachers at 
Tom's River has been fel t for good in all parts of the county, and the 
County Institutes, with few exceptions, have had a salutary effect upon 
the cause of educat ion. 

Attention is invited to the communication of th e Superintendent of 
Dover township, herewith presented. 

TOM'S RIVER, November 18, 1863. 
Bear Sir:—Absence from home has prevented an earlier reply to 

your favor of the 2nd inst. 
I have held the office of to wn superintendent only since last spring, 

and have resided in this county less than two years. I am therefore 
unable to answer your series of questions categorically. I will give, 
in lieu of such answers, what information I have obtained from the 
older citizens of this township (Dover). 

A few g raduates of the Normal School have been employed here 
with invariable success, and have given universal satisfaction. I 
believe that all of our citizens, who have given the matter any thought, 
consider that graduates of the Normal School are superior to teachers 
not specially trained, and that tliey only, could they be obtained, are 
the proper persons to be employed as teachers. 

There have been no failures among the few who have taught in this 
township. 

Our people, generally, are anxious to have good schools and are 
willing to pay for them. (The tax this year is as large as the law 
permits.) They wish good teachers, and as the Board of Fre eholders 
fails to appoint an examining committee, and as town superintendents 
are often incompetent or careless, a diploma from the Normal School 
would satisfy our citizens as to the character and ability of those who 
are to teach their children. 

We therefore look upon the Normal School as not only useful, but 
as an absolute necessity, and I think there is no one in this township 
who is opposed to its continuance as a part of the permanent educa
tional system of the State. 

Very respectfully, 
S. H. SHREVE, 

Town Superintendent of Bover. 
WM. F. PIIELPS, Esq., Trenton, N. J. 

PASSAIC. 

Number of schools in co unty in 1863, -
N u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  o f  s c h o o l  a g e ,  . . .  
Number of children a ctually in schools, 
Number of children no t in schools, -
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, -
Number of Normal pupils known to have taught in county, 

The number of schools in Passaic is but forty-nine. The 

49 
8,907 
5,198 
3,809 

11 
13 

number 
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of Normal pupils who have taught in the county is thirteen, thus 
affording one trained teacher to every fourth school. Their influence 
has proved to he decidedly beneficial. A large proportion of the 
school population is comprised within the city of Paterson, which has 
a local system, including a Normal class. There is no opposition to 
the institution in the county, as far as can he ascertained, but on the 
contrary, a favorable disposition toward the permanent establishment 
of th e school as a part of the educational system of th e State. 

.icquackanonk Township. 
There are at present no teachers employed in this township who 

have been instructed in the Normal School. 
According to my best sources of information there have been two 

thus employed since the organization of th e School. 
The result of their employment, as to their comparative success 

over those who have not been specially trained, and as to their in
fluence upon public sentiment, has been quite satisfactory. 

Among the intelligent portion of our community there is a general 
desire for competent teachers. 

I know of no failures among teachers from the Normal School. 
The utility and necessity of continuing the Normal School as part 

of t he permanent educational system of the State, is favorably spoken 
of by those who und erstand it. 

I know of no opposition to this measure among our citizens. 
CORN. G. VAN RIPER, 

Town Superintendent. 
Pompton, 1861. 

Two teachers are now at work in our township who were taught at 
our State Normal School, and they are doinc well. 

JAS.° E. BERNART, 
Toion Superintendent. 

SALEM. 

Number of schools in county in 1862, - 75 
Number of chi ldren of school age, - 7^13 
Number of chil dren actually in schools, 4 410 
Number of children not in schools, g p03 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, - . *24 
Number of Norm al pupils known to have taught in county 13 

We have reports from seven townships of Salem county the tenor 
of which will be readily understood from a perusal of the communica
tions hereto appended. There arc several graduates of the School 
now employed, with great success, in some of the townshins and their 
influence will soon be felt throughout the county. Many 0f those 
who have entered the Normal School from this county have taught in 
other localities, and have made a most f avorable impression Several 
of them have been employed in the Model School. 
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Salem City. 
But one Normal scholar is employed in our city. There have been 

hut few change s in our school since Normal scholars were prepared 
for teach ing. 

But this one. Perhaps for the reason above given. 
The teacher we have is an assistant in the secondary department. 

Hence but little opportunity to form a judgment, and especially as 
she has not been with us long. So far as a comparison can be made 
she stands fair. 

Our people have not had sufficient experience to form correct views. 
1 think our most intelligent citizens are willing to give a fair judg
ment, and are favorably disposed. 

None. 
But few are informed on this subject. Those who are informed, I 

think, regard the Normal School as a very important, if n ot a neces
sary part of our system of ed ucation. 

Yes, I think there is considerable decided opposition. Perhaps 
not active, but would gladly see the whole concern go down. The 
opposition does not develop itself clearly. It would be ha rd to give 
the grounds on which it stands. The following may be given a s some : 
" The school too expensive for the profit" don't pay" fails in its 
promised utility"breaks up old school habits;" "Normals want 
big pay for little work" trying to give the impression that nobody 
else can teach," &c., &c. But these trivial grounds will all disappear 
before more comprehensive views of education, and more experience 
of the adv antage of h aving Normal School teachers. 

JOHN R. MURPHY, 
School S uperintendent. 

WOODSTOWN, 11th mo. 6th, 1863. 
William F. Phelps: 

Friend:—Your favor of November Und came duly to hand. As 
respects your questions, they will hardly apply to our township. We 
are not fortunate enough to have ever had one of your pupils to have 
taught school in i t. There are a number of teachers in the several 
parts of this c ounty (Salem,) and adjoining counties, from your school. 
They are nearly all spoken of as being far superior to our ordinary 
teachers. I have never heard of but one that made a failure in the 
effort to teach. I will compute that to not having a natural ability 
to govern and manage a school. I think the mass of the intelligent 
people of this section of country are in favor of the State Normal 
School. I have never heard of but one individual find fault with it.; 
that was some time since , he being a State Senator from t his district, 
who found fault with the school on account of the expense. 

Respectfully ? 
JAMES WOOLMAN. 

8 
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UPPER PITTSGROYE, SALEM CO., NOV. 6 , 1863. 
Dear Sir:—In answering your inquiries I would state— 
First—There are now two employ ed in our township who are grad

uates of the State Normal School. 
Second—According to the best sources of my information, there 

have been employed since the organization of the school in 1855, eight. 
Third—The result of their employment over all others has been a 

decided success, and their influence on public sentiment productive of 
much good. 

Fourth—The views of the more int elligent portion of our commu nity 
have greatly changed within a few ye ars past. The calls for thor
oughly educated men and women are rapidly increasing in almost 
every district. This higher order of education is needed on account 
of it s elevating and refining influence. 

Fifth—No failures have occurred among teachers educated at the 
State Normal School, as far as my kn owledge extends. 

Sixth—The views of the intelligent portion of our fellow citiz ens 
who are well infor med on this subject, believe it helps to raise up a 
body of well educated teachers among us, and raises in public estima
tion the teachers of the whole common school sys tem, giving thorough
ness and expansion to the whole cause of i nstruction. 

Seventh—There is no opposition in this quarter to the Institution. 
On the other hand all wish it success. 

Yours respectfully, 
N. G. SWING. 

NOVEMBER 14, 1863. 
I take this opportunity to reply to your sundry questions. There 

are two employees teaching in Mannington township who have been 
instructed at the State Normal School, and three since its organization 
in 1855. And as to the result of their employment and comparative 
success above those who have not been trained at the State Normal 
School, I think is preferable. And as respects the views of the intel
ligent portion of the community as to the comparative value of trained 
over untrained teachers, I think is favorable. There have not been 
any failures among the teachers from the Normal School, as far as 
my k nowledge extends. 

And the views of the community generally, I think, are favorable 
to well trained teachers. Nothing that I know against the continuing 
of the State Normal School. 

Yours truly, JOSEPH P. HACKETT, 
Town Superintendent of Mannington Township. 

SAM'L P. CARPENTER, 
RICHARD WISTAR, 
RICHARD FOGG 
SAMUEL P. ALLEN, 
W. STRATTON, 

Trustees of Bed School. 
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Upper Alloways Creek, 1860. 
It is not without difficulty that a report can be made, as a majority 

of teacher s make no report. Our teachers are chiefly nat ives of this 
township. We have only one that is a graduate of the Normal School. 
Ma::y of them are teaching without license. The summer schools are 
attended by small children, with but one or two exceptions, where 
there are higher branches taught than reading, writing and spelling. 
Schools have been k ept in all the districts during the past year. The 
school houses are in good repair, except one. 

DAVID SIIIMP, JR., 
Town Superintendent. 

JElsinborough, 1861. 
The female teacher for the summer term is a graduate of the Nor

mal School, Trenton. 
HIRAM HARRIS, 

Town Superintendent. 
Lower Penns Neck, 1861. 

I have visited all the schools regularly; the behaviour in three of 
them is unexceptionable ; in the two others, only tolerable ; the fault, 
I believe, is owing partly to some of the parents not desiring to have 
their children properly disciplined during school hours, but I am 
happy to say there has been quite an improvement within the past 
three mon ths. Three of the schools are free—at the other two each 
pupil pays at the rate of one cent per day. The school houses a re all 
comfortable, an d supplied with good stoves. We have not, as yet, 
had any teachers from the Normal School this year. Those em
ployed are considered very good by the trustees. The free school 
system ought to be highly prized in this part of the State, as it has 
proved a gr eat blessing in our district. 

DANIEL I. GARRISON, 
Town Superintendent.. 

Upper Alloways Creek, 1861. 
There are five graduates of the State Normal School in my town

ship—one male and four females—and everything seems in a healthy 
condition. 

WILLIAM HOUSE, 
Town Superintendent. 

Upper Pittsgrove, 1861. 
You will see by my report that only one teacher from the State 

Normal School has been employed—a female. I heard Mr. Phelps' 
lecture at the Salem County Teachers' Institute, and he recommended 
gymnastics to be introduced in schools—but I differ from him in opin
ion on that subject. In our country schools, where some of the 
scholars have to walk two miles to school, and where the school house 
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is located in or near the woods, t he little antics practised by the 
scholars, together with the chores of work many of them have to do , 
I think is exercise enough; but in town I am willing to admit that it 
is necessary. The blackboard is used this year more than formerly. 

JAS. COOMBS, 
Town Superintendent. 

SOMERSET. 
Number of schools in the county in 1862, - 80 
Number of chil dren of school age, ... '6,820 
Number of ch ildren actually in schools, - 4,740 
Number of chil dren not in schools, ... 2,080 
Number of can didates sent to Normal School, - - 23 
Number of N ormal pupils known to have taught in county, 24 

Somerset county has reaped the benefit of all the seeds sown in 
Normal soil, it having sent to the school twenty-three pupils and 
received in return twenty-four teachers. The elfect produced has 
been most gratifying, as is fully attested by the communications 
appended hereto, to which the special attention of the Trustees is 
solicited. The only unfavorable response is that of Mr. Vosseller, 
the superintendent of Br anchburg township. He is somewhat unfor
tunate in his facts, however. He is not aware that there has been 
but one failure in his township, in the case of a young man to who m 
a diploma was refused on the ground of incompetence. Such a teacher 
should not h ave been em ployed. The superintendent of Branchburg 
township is referred to the numerous communications which accom 
pany this report as the best refutation of his somewhat acrimonious 
assertions. 

Montgomery. 
No teachers who have been instructed at the Normal School are 

now employed in the schools of t his township. 
According to my best sources of information there has been one 

from the Normal School employed since its organization in 1855. 
Their success over those who have not been specially trained, and 

their influence upon public sentiment, has been beneficial in the dis
tricts taught. 

I am not informed as to the views of our community with regard to 
trained and untrained teachers. 

No failures have occurred among teachers from the Normal School 
as as far as my knowledge extends. 

In respect to the necessity of continuing the Normal School as a 
part of th e permanent educational system of the State, I am not able 
to state the views of th e community. 

I know of no decided opposition to thi s measure, though it is thought 
•expensive to the State. 

_ C. S. STRYKER, 
Town Superintendent Montgomery Township. 
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RARITAN, November 20th, 1863. 
Wm. F. Plielps, Principal of State Normal School at Trenton, N. J.: 

Pear Sir:—Your circular of November 1, 1863, has been handed 
me, and an answer requested to its several interrogatories. 

I know of only six teachers from the Normal School who ha ve been 
employed in our township, and but two now engaged in teaching. 
In all cases those who have been employed gave abundant evidence 
of their moral and intellectual qualifications as the guardians and 
instructors of our youth. 

I think this district affords the best and most conclusive dem onstra
tion of the superiority of " trained over untrained teachers. For 
four years we have been supplied with Normal teachers. They were 
sent to us endorsed by your recommendation, both as to moral char
acter and mental fitness for the duties to which they were to be a s
signed. We have not been deceived by your representations; on the 
contrary, their truthfulness has inspired us with confidence in the 
noble Instit ution which you represent, and our sincere wish is that it 
may be fully sustained, and, by increasing usefulness, prove itself 
more and more the worthy guardian of the educational interests of 
our Sta te. 

A few facts may answer more fully the interrogatories you propose. 
The school in Raritan had for many years been under the instruc

tion and care of itinerant teachers. We were obliged to employ them 
without any security for their moral character, and with but little 
knowledge of their capacity to teach. In most cases they came short 
of our expectations, did but little to advance the standard of morals 
among our y outh, and made but slow progress in their education. 
The parents became indifferent and careless about the education of 
their children, and with an annual enrollment of one hundred and 
eighty in the district between the ages of five an d eighteen years, the 
highest average attendance was on ly eighty scholars. 

The order an d discipline of t he school was such, that however rigid 
it may have been in the school, it failed to impress the scholars to i ts 
due observance in public. Our trustees were frequently obliged to 
hear complaints of the rudeness and insubordination of the scholars 
while out of school. 

Again. The itinerant teacher failed to impart that fondness for 
study, or to impress the pupil with the importance of learning as 
requisite to his future usefulness and standing in society. In short, 
his mode of imparting instruction failed to enlist the interest or com
mand the respect or iTttention of the child. The school was more lik e 
a treadmill—training the mind by a forced process, when it should 
have been like a field of choi cest flowers, with new beauties constantly 
presenting their attractiveness, and shedding a delightful fragrance 
around the pathway of our youth. 

The present condition of our school is ve ry much improved, and we 
are glad to give credit to the Normal School for the marked contrast. 
It has been for about a year under the charge of a graduate of our 
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State Normal School, who is frank to acknowledge he owes all his 
success as a teacher, and his proficiency as a scholar, to that noble 
Institution. With about the same number of scholars enrolled, the 
increase in the average attendance has been from eighty to one hun 
dred and forty. 

Many of the present patrons, who formerly (at a great expense) 
sent their children to private schools for instruction, now prefe r to 
patronize our public school, under its improved condition. About 
ten scholars attend from other districts, and are sent, in some in
stances, a distance of three miles, by their parents, to avail them
selves of th e benefit of th e Normal system of i nstruction. The pupi ls 
have now acqui red a fondness for the school, and a desire to gain 
knowledge. The improvement in their mental and moral culture 
is so apparent as to command the admiration and commendation of 
all its patrons. 

In conclusion—as Jerseymen—we are rejoiced to know that we 
have an Institution in our State, established by legislative enactment, 
which in i ts infancy has been p roductive of so much good. And while 
we acknowle dge in all the industrial pursuits in life, and in every 
professional calling, the importance of t rained men—can we deny, by 
word or act, the necessity of ha ving the instructors of our youth edu
cated and disciplined for the development of those faculties of the 
mind, the proper discipline and culture of which we know to be so 
essential to the usefulness, the happiness and success of the child in 
after life, a nd, at the same time, so promotive of the virtue and good 
order of soc iety? Yours very respectfully, 

FRED. J. FRELINGIIUYSEN. 
We heartily concur in all that Mr. Frelinghuysen has said above: 

John Freeh, A. Cathers, 
J. F. Edwards, James Le Fevre, 
L. Y. Davis, Jeremiah Whitnack. 

BEDMIXSTER TOWNSHIP, SOMERSET CO., NOV. 2 4, 1863. 
Lear Sir:—I received your circular of November 1st, and, in 

compliance with your request, will endeavor to give as much informa
tion as possible. 

First—We have, I am sorry to say, but one teacher from the State 
Normal School. 

Second—To the best of ray knowledge, (this being my first year,) 
I do not know that we have h ad any others employed, although there 
have been others who have attended the State Normal School from 
this township who have become excellent teachers. 

Third—The result of their employment and comparative success 
over those who have not been specially trained, has produced a favor-
influence upon public sentiment. 

Fourth—The views of the intelligent portion of this community are 
in favor of tr ained teachers. 

Fifth—I have not heard of any failures in this township. 
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Sixth—The utility and necessity of continuing the Normal School 
cannot be doubted by any one. 

Seventh—There is no decided opposition in this township, to the 
best of my knowledge. 

Although we have but one trained teacher from the Normal School, 
we have several experienced ones who are good teachers; but I am 
sorry to say that we have more who are inexperienced in the great 
work of educ ation, and are much in need of those who are trained for 
the work. 

G. C. APGAR, 
Town Superintendent. 

BASKIXGRIDGE, N. J., November 6th, 1868. 
Wm. F. Plielps, Esq.: 

Dear Sir:—Your circular and note have been received and read. 
An answer to the first five questions may be given at once and in a 
few words. We have not had, as yet, a single teacher from the Nor
mal School in this township. I have regretted it very much, and 
have, at different times, made efforts, in connection with our district 
trustees, to procure some of yo ur graduates, but hitherto without suc
cess. We have sent several pupils to the Normal School, but they 
have not come back to labor among us. Practically, therefore, we 
know nothing here of the operation of yo ur system of training teach
ers. We have hoped t hat, as the number of your graduates multiplied, 
we should be able to procure the services of some of th em; and yet I 
almost d espair, from the fact that most of our school districts are 
small, and either unable or unwilling to pay such wages as a well 
trained teacher can readily secure elsewhere. 

I may say, however, in answer to the sixth and seventh questions, 
that there is no opposition, so far as I know, to the State Normal 
School, among us. On the other hand, it is, I think, generally 
regarded as an important arm of our educational apparatus which w* e 
should be sorry to lose. We have had none of your teachers, it is 
true, but still I am confid ent that the standard you are erecting, and 
the County Teachers' Institutes which you have encouraged, have 
already done us much good, and in the course of a few years will do 
us much more, if they be continued. 

Yours very truly, 
JOHN C. RANKIN. 

BRANCHBURG TOWNSHIP, November 17th, 1863. 
Professor Wm. F. Phelps: 

Dear Sir:—Your circular of the 1st November did not reach me, 
from some cause or other, until about the loth inst., or I should have 
answered your inquiries sooner. 

First—There are none at present. 
Second—Not more t han five. 
Third—I cannot see that the influence upon public sentiment of 
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teachers trained at our State Normal School has heen any more salu
tary than the influence of other teachers of about the same moral and 
intellectual qualifications. Neither have the "specially trained 
teachers proved themselves any more successful as instructors and 
public benefactors, than those who, by diligence and perseverance in 
hard study, have mostly prepared themselves in the chimney corner. 
I do most sincerely believe that, until there is more sound scholarship 
and mental capacity employed at the head of our Normal School than 
it ever yet has had the privilege of enj oying, that Institution will not 
he able to satisfy the expectations of its original advocates and sup
porters. 

Fourth—The views are, that the "comparative value of trained 
over untrained teachers," has not yet become discoverable. In fact, 
teachers of one year's actual experience, mental acquirements about 
equal to those specially prepared at the Normal, would, in this com
munity, be p referred by nearly all the district schools. 

Fifth—I cannot say that there have been any actual failures among 
the teachers of the Normal School in this township. Rut why do so 
many who have attended the Normal School abandon the business of 
teaching so soon ? Why do so many young persons who anticipate 
teaching for a livelihood neglect the remarkable advantages said to 
be within their reach at the Normal School, and prepare themselves 
at other places ? 

Sixth—The views of the intelligent portion of our fellow citizens 
are, that the continuation of the State Normal School, as a part of 
the permanent educational system of the State, is entirely useless, 
judging from the almost imperceptible influence it has thus far exerted 
upon t he cause of public education in this State. 

Seventh—There is decided opposition among our citizens to the 
continuation of the Normal School, and the main ground to such 
opposition is th e unpopularity, as a public educator, of the present 
Frincipal of that Institution. Yours, &c., 

T. VOSSELLER, 
Town Superintendent Branchburg Township, Somerset Co., N. J-

Branchburg, 1861. 
We have a new board of examiners for this county this year, and I 

am h appy to say that the standard of qualifications for teaching has 
been considerably elevated. No teachers are licensed unless the 
board are entirely satisfied as to their literary attainments whether 
graduates of th e State Normal School or the chimney corner. 

THEODORE VOSSELLER, 
Town Superintendent. 

Bernards. 
Graduates from t he Normal School have not yet found their way 

into any of our districts. J OIIN C. RANKIN. 
Town Superintendent. 
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SUSSEX. 

Number of schools i n the county in 1862, - - - 13^ 
Number of childr en of school age, - 8,3oJ 
Number of children actually in schools, - - - ~QQ 
Number of children not in schools, - n 
Number of cand idates sent to Normal School, - - •_ 
Number of Normal pupils known to have taught in c ounty, 

Although Sussex, for some cause, has given little and received 
little, yet she is firm and decided in her expressions of devotion to 
the cause of Normal School instruction. There is among the people 
a clear disce rnment of th at common sense principle which is embodied 
in the Normal School plan, and which carries with it an equally clear 
conviction that, to be fitted for the duties of a given profession, a 
man must be trained to it. It is this rapidly growing conviction 
which, even in the absence of great practical results for the time 
being, creates an abiding faith in the utility of these Institutions. 

Newton. 
There are two teachers who have been instructed in the Noimal 

School now employed in the schools of t his township. 
According to my best sources of in formation, three such have been 

thus employed since the organization of th e school in 1855. 
Their success in teaching, as well as their influence upon pub le 

sentiment, has been as good as that of t he best among o ther teacheis. 
There is no decided opposition to the school Fere^ pgrppjrp 

Town Superintendent. 

NEWTON, NOV. 27, 1 863. 
Professor W illiam F. Phelps : . . 

Pear Sir:—I am glad to receive your circular making inquiries 
about the State Normal School, as relates to the conduct and influence 
of its graduates and pupils as teachers, the opinion of the people in 
relation to its management, and the propriety of its permanent organ
ization. I regret that my brief residence m the State, and my un
ited acquaintance with even the county which I have c osen as my 
field of labor, will not permit me to give you the aid m your noble 
work whic h I desire to render you; but all the information I have 
acquired I g'Re you mo st cheerfully. „ , 0 , 

First—There are two teachers, graduates of the State Normal 
School, in Newton tow nship—Mr. S. G. Force, at Andoyer, and Miss 
Fannie C. Norris, principal teacher of the preparatory department ot 
the Newton Collegiate Institute; both of them excellent teachers, 
and exerting a good influence. . . 

Second—I can learn of but five or six that have been engaged in 
this county since the organization of the Normal School; but theie 
may have been many more of whom I have no knowledge. 
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Third—I cannot speak distinctly of the success of any except the 
two abo ve referred to as now engaged in Newton township. 

Fourth—It is no disparagement to the many excellent teachers of 
this county, who have good success in their work, although entirely 
ignorant of N ormal School training, to say that as far as I have con
versed with t hose most capable of judg ing, a decided preference would 
be given bv them, when about to employ a new t eacher, to one edu
cated at the State Normal School. I have heard no intelligent per
son in this region intimate that a t eacher ought not to have a special 
training for his work. It is regarded as a misfortune that all are not 
thus trained. 

Fifth—I know of no fa ilures among the pupils of the Normal School, 
in this region. 

Sixth—As far as I can learn there is a general impression among 
the best informed upon the subject, that the Normal School is already 
an " established Institution of the State," indispensable to its educa-
cational interests, and "a part of the permanent educational system 
of the State." It may need some legislative action to give it a legal 
pecuniary support, but as far as I can learn it is now well established 
in the minds and hearts of all the people. I have heard nothing ex
pressed in r egard to it but sentiments of p ride and satisfaction. 

Seventh—I have not heard a word of opposition to the permanent 
establishment of the School, from any source; and I have made it 
the subject of frequent conversation with all classes of people. The 
teachers of this county, at the last meeting of their Institute, spoke 
of it in terms of warmest commendation. 

I could not have patience to debate the proposition with any one, 
whether the Normal School is a necessary part of a well balanced and 
efficient system of public instruction, after what we have seen and felt 
of it s power to do good in this and other States. New Jersey has no 
public Institution that has given her more honorable fame abroad, or 
that exerts a mightier power for good at home. It is a life-giving 
energy, everywhere felt, giving the noblest impulses to the whole 
educational enterprise of the State, imparting vitality to the work of 
common school teaching such as can proceed from no other source. 
It is impossible for the State to aband on such a glorious undertaking, 
and it will not, for the sake of its own honor, suffer the enterprise to 
fail for want of the most liberal support, at this very interesting 
period of its history. No State has made a better commencement, 
and I am fully persuaded that it will complete that which it has so 
well begun, in a style worthy of the cause it patronizes, 

Very truly yours, WM. TRAVIS. 
STANHOPE, Nov. 18, 1863. 

William F. Phelps, Esq.: 
Dear Sir:—In reply to your request I would answer : 
First—There is one assistant teacher in this township that was at 

the Normal School one year. 
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Second—There have been two employed since the organization. 
Third—One was employed for one year, and he stayed about three 

months and l eft. As to the result, we had no chance of judging, foi 
he was so soon g one; but I believe that he produced a good impres
sion with the intelligent part of t he citizens. 

Fourth—Is a question that I am unable to answer, for I have not 
met with any person that I can get to express an opinion. 

Fifth—One cause, meddling of p arents with him for enforcing order 
and obedience in the school. 

Sixth—I have been unable to get an opinion in regard to the utility 
and necessity of con tinuing the Normal School, except from the late 
Superintendent of th is township ; he thinks it of con siderable import
ance to continue the Institution. 

Seventh—I know of no opposition. 
WM. II. STACKIIOUSE, 

Town Superintendent. 

GRATITUDE, N. J., November 18th, 1863. 

Professor W m. F. Phelps, Trenton, N. J.: 
Sir:—Your circular, asking for information on the Normal School 

from this to wnship, was duly received, and in reply would say . e 
have no teacher trained at the Normal School in this township a 
present; if there has been, I am not aware of it. You ask 01 t e 
general feeling of the people, &c. Well, sir, to be plain and can I , 
the people are not sufficiently interested in good schools to pay tie 
difference between a trained and untrained teacher. T"e tiustees 
want a schoolmaster in the old acceptation of the word, u liic I was, 
the man with the most muscle, who could boast of never having een 
turned out of doors by the pupils. They can t see money in iring 
a high priced teacher. , , ,, 

Again, they believe the Normal School a place to squam er 
public money, a nd think any man would properly educate himself tor 
a teacher, if they could afford to pay for it after it was done which 
they can't do. They think all a person wants to teach sc 100 is o 
know how to rea d, write and cipher. 

But I would not have you believe that all feel thus owau s 
Normal School. It has some warm friends in this township, and 1 
am one of them. I have taught school six years, and have a wa ys 
felt the want of a system, and consequently I have attended all county 
and township In stitutes, and thieved all I could t hat came fiom le 
Normal School; but I thieved honestly, and did it for the benefit ot 
the rising generation, or that portion of it, at least, under my c ai ge 
—that I might discharge my duty faithfully and well, and have 
honest convictions," &c I have always regarded it as the on y 
place to license a teacher; but if it was, I should be without one, tor 
I never could afford to go, much as I desired it. 

Trusting you may succeed in your effort to have the school con
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tinue, and that it may in time give us teachers for many schools in 
each township, I will subscribe myself, 

Truly yours, 
JOSEPH S. HUNT, 

Superintendent in Stillwater, N. J-

NEWTON, Novembe r 28, 1863. 
Prof. Wm. F. Phelps, Principal New Jersey State Normal School: 

Sir:—The undersigned, wishing to aid you in your efforts to collect 
information of the people's estimate of the State Normal School, to 
embody in your report to the Governor to be la id before the Legisla
ture, would say that we have watched the growing popularity and 
excellent success of this Institution with great satisfaction. We regard 
it as one of the noblest enterprises ever projected by the State. No 
further experiment is necessary to prove it to be an indispensable 
part of our noble system of public instruction; and as the time has 
come for the Legislature to take action again upon the subject, we 
trust it will not hesitate to place this school upon the most permanent 
basis, by such liberal endowment as will give it the greatest possible 
efficiency: 
Henry C. Kelsey, 
T. H. Andress, 
G. H. Nelden, 
Thomas Kays, 
A. J. Rogers, 
Charles Arois, 
Joshua Munn, 
F. M. Hough, 
Wm. P . Ross, 
R M. Ogden, 
John F. Conger, 
Thomas A. Shafer, 
A. J. Travis, 
John McCarter, Jr., 
Martin Ryerson, 
Henry D. Chapin, 
R. M. Ilea, 
S. P. Morford, 
Wm. W. Woodward, 
Geo. L. Smith, 
Dan. Thompson, 
R. T. Shiner, 
Chas. P. Roorback, 
J. Shiner, 
Truex & Frambes, 
J. A. Goodale, 
Reuben Ilayne, 

Joseph S. Hunt, 
G. II. Mills, 
John Hunt, Jr., 
Edmund Chandler, 
S. Dawson Woodruff, 
L. L. Martin, 
Lewis Adams, 
A. P. Rosenkrans, 
W. II. Laport, 
John Adams, 
B. F. Sherwood, 
J. T. Shafer, 
Horace Warner, 
B. B. Edsall, 
Nathaniel Pettit, 
Wm. Travis, 
Samuel Ilea, 
David Ryerson, 
A. W. Shafer, 
Sam'l Johnson, 
D. Aug. Anderson, 
Isaac A. Walker, 
Perry Cory, 
John C. Williams, 
11. A . Sheppard, 
G. C. Shaw, 
Y. M. Drake, 
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C. B. Vansickle, 
Elias Hathaway, 
John Earl, 
Dan. S. McCarter, 
Lyman Edwards, 
John H . Hall, 
Robert Hamilton, 
Jacob L. Swayze. 

T. F. Anderson, 
John Knox, 
John Townsend, 
Joseph Coult, 
Thomas N. McCarter, 
George M. Ryerson, 
John Linn, 

SPARTA, Novem ber 18, 1868. 
Mr. William F. Phelps : 

Bear Sir:—In answer to your inquiries of the 1st inst., I would 
say-

First—That there are no teachers of schools in this township who 
have been in structed at the Normal School. 

Second—According to the best information I can obtain on the 
subject, the re have been none since the organization of the school in 
1855. 

The third question will t herefore be answered as above. 
Fourth—With regard to the fourth question, I might say that the 

people of this community are waking up to the importance of having 
well-trained te achers to teach their schools. 

Fifth—No failures have occurred, from the above fact that no 
graduates from the Normal School have been employed in this town
ship. 

Sixth—So far as I have consulted the views of the intelligent por
tion of my fellow citizens, they agree with me in saying that the 
cause of education has heretofore been too much neglected, and it 
would seem th at some plan should be adopted and continued whereby 
efficient teache rs should be secured, and thereby advance the greatest 
interest of every lover of his country—the education of the people. 
With regard to the Normal School I can only say that with my pres
ent knowledge of the institution, the system meets my hearty appro
val, and if continued as designed by i ts founders I have no doubt but 
it will prove a la sting benefit to the people of New Je rsey. It is true, 
as you say, the cause of education is one that requires time, patience 
and labor; I will add that no great enterprise can be successfully 
carried out without combining the above requirements. 

Seventh—There are none among us of liberal views, to my kno wl
edge, who oppose the measure. 

In conclusion, lest it should fail to meet your observation from 
another source, I will subjoin a resolution passed by the Sussex 
County Teachers' Institute, that has just closed its session in this 
place: 

" Resolved, That as teachers we hail with highest pleasure the con
tinued prosperity and increasing good influence of the State Normal 
School, feeling th at the best interests of ed ucation are identified with 
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the objects for which it has been established, and we pledge ourselves 
to give it our unwavering support by every means in our power." 

You will, therefore, see that the people manifest a desirs for its 
continuance. Truly yours, 

DANIEL STILWELL, 
School Superintendent of the township of Sparta. 

An Editorial from the Sussex Herald. 
THE NEW JERSEY STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.—Th e enterprise of es

tablishing this State Institution was entered upon with some hesitation 
by those most conversant with the interests of public education, and 
most devoted to the advancement of the good c ause, but the experi
ment has already raised a monument of glo ry for the State that gives 
her the most enviable renown throughout the whole country. It is 
too late to propose any discussion of the necessity or propriety of 
Normal Schools. That question is settled. Normal Schools consti
tute an indispensable part of a well o rganized system of public schools 
which cont emplates the education of the whole people of the State. 
A mere glance at the public schools, in town and country, reveals 
the great want of te achers trained for their work. The most success
ful men and women now engag ed in the noble and self-denying labor 
of teaching, are the warmest advocates for a school where teachers 
can receive professional training before entering upon their duties—a 
school to which those having most experience may also resort for a 
season or two, to gain a knowledge of all the new and improved 
methods and appliances for the instruction of youth; a perennial 
fountain-head of good influences, making itself felt in every school of 
every grade in the State; a governing power, controlling, regulating, 
and efficiently directing, in its own silent and peculiar way, all the 
educational forces of the State. Such, in its measure, is the New 
Jersey State Normal School to -day; such in the most eminent degree 
it may be made by wise and liberal legislation, and continued efficient 
and wide awake supervision. Its power for good must not be mea
sured by the number of grad uates it sends out, although it has done a 
noble work for the State in this respect—a work of more than ten 
times its cost ; nor can its efficiency be adequately estimated by the 
number of pupils it has partially educated, of whom it is said there 
are now about six hundred at work in the schools of the State; but 
we must look to the spirit of enlightened enterprise it has awakened, 
and is capable of sustaining everywhere among teachers and patrons. 
It has been in existence now but about eight years; yet in that short 
period it has imparted new life, new vigor, and increasing energy to 
the whole enterprise of popular education in the State. 

The subject will come before the Legislature at its approaching 
session, and no subject is fraught with greater importance to the well 
being of the State. The subject should be dealt with in a spirit of 
the greatest liberality. The School ought to be made a permanent 
institution, and fully endowed, to do all the great work dem anded of 
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it by our growing and expanding system of pu blic instruction. It has 
given the State of New J ersey an enviable renown throughout the 
country for the wisest liberality, the most far-seeing and generous 
educational policy. This good reputation she must sustain by a still 
nobler move forward. Her own domestic interests, and her well-
earned reputation abroad, will alike stimulate the Legislature to bring 
all their wisdom to bear, at this favorable opportunity, to give such 
support to this school as is worthy of them and the State they have 
the honor to represent. This is a w ork about which all political par
ties and fact ions can agree, and to which all men can and should give 
cheerful and hearty encouragement and aid. 

Newton, 1860. 

An in teresting and profitable sesssion of our Institute was he ld at 
Deckertown, in August last, under the tuition of Prof. Phelps, of th e 
Normal School. Never before was an Institute attended with happier 
results. Nearly sixty teachers were present, and all left with the 
conviction th at no agency ever brought to bear upon the schools of 
this county, has done so much for the cause of popular education as 
these Institutes. 

HENRY D. CHAPIN, 
Town Superintendent. 

UNION. 

Number of schools in the county in 1862, -
Number of children of school age, -
Number of children actually in schools, 
Number of children not in schools, 
Number of candidates sent to Normal School, 
Number of pupil s who have taught in county, 

The most important public school at Elizabeth has been for several 
years taught principally by teachers from the Normal School. The 
school at Plainfield also owes its preeminent success, in a great degree, 
to the f act that its Principals, for the past ten or fifteen years, have 
been graduates of these Institutions. Other private and district 
schools in the county of Union have been greatly improved in the 
hands of teachers of this class. There has been nearly one tr ained 
teacher employed to each school, since the establishment of thi s Insti
tution. The communications from Union county are highly favoiable. 

ELIZABETHPORT, December 28, 1863. 
Professor Ph elps: 

Dear Sir:—I answer, in reply to your questions: I know of but 
three teachers employed in Elizabeth instructed in the Normal School. 

These have been employed within the last four years. 
They have been successful. 
They are in favor with the intelligent portion of the community. 

34 
7,302 
4,954 
2,348 

30 
32 
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No failures have occurred among the teachers from the Normal 
School. 

The intelligent portion of the community are in favor of contin uing 
the Normal School. 

There is no decided opposition to the Normal School in this place , 
so far as I am in formed. 

I wish we h ad more trained teachers. 
Yours truly, 

JOSEPH ALWARD, 
Superintendent of Elizabeth. 

PLAINFIELD, N. J., November 27, 1863. 
Professor Win. F. Phelps: 

Pear Sir:—Though there are at present but two teachers in our 
school who have attended the Normal School, yet all of them have 
been trained in teachers' classes, held weekly, and conducted by a 
graduate of the State Normal School. Since 1858, there have been 
employed in our school six teachers directly from the Normal School. 
Their superiority and success over untrained teachers have been ve ry 
marked, and their influence upon pu blic sentiment has been as bene
ficial as their success in school is flattering to the Institution at which 
they were trained. 

The intelligent portion of th e community now demand that teachers 
shall be educated especially for their profession; hence, the thinking 
men are unanimous in their desire for the continuance of the State 
Normal School as the basis of the educational system of the State. 

ELSTON M. DUNN, 
ISAAC L. OVERTON, 
FRAZER MARSH, 

Trustees of Plainfield Public School. 
ZACHARIAH ASAYT, 
ELSTON MARSH. 
SPRINGFIELD, NOV. 16, 1863. 

Pear Sir:—In answer to your circular and letter, the most that I 
can say is we have had but one female teacher from the Normal 
School; she was considered superior to those that have had no train
ing. There have been a number of applications made for teachers, 
but we have not been able to obtain but the one. The intelligent 
portion of the community are strongly in favor of the Institution. 

Will you be so kind as to answer me two questions. Can we no w 
obtain a male teacher ? What is the lowest price that male teachers 
from the Institution receive ? 

Yours truly, J. DEAN. 
UNION, November 15, 1863. 

Professor William, F. Phelps: 

Pear Sir:—Your circular reached me a few days ago, and I take 
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the greatest pleasure in affording all the information in reply which 
is in my power. Unfortunately, having been but a short time a resi
dent of th e township, and having held the position of superintendent 
only since las t May, I shall not be a ble to answer your interrogatories 
as fully as desirable. So far as my inquiries have been answered, 
there have been hut two pupils of the Normal School engaged in 
teaching in the township, both of whom, owing to the great indiffer
ence generally manifested by the citizens toward the cause of popular 
education, have been compelled to seek employment elsewhere. Both 
of these teac hers were highly spoken of in the districts by which they 
were employed, by the few who felt a sufficient interest to notice the 
results of their course, which is the case in nine cases out of ten 
wherever I have conversed with the enlightened friends of education 
throughout the State. 

There is no decided feeling of opposition to the Normal School or 
its pupils, in this township; simply a feeling of indifference, which 
paralyzes all attempts at reform. That you may see one of the per
nicious effects of this state of feeling, I will mentio n one fact. The 
township, althoug h one of the wealthiest in proportion to its popula
tion of any i n the State, yet raises but the pitiful amount of six hun
dred dollars per year for the purpose of educating five hundred and 
fifty scholars! 

In conclusion, permit me to express the unwavering confidence 
which I have ever felt in the triumphant success of the Normal School 
of New Jersey, and the beneficial results which have already been 
felt in different parts of the State through its pupils. Anything 
which may lie in my power to advance its interests will be cheerfully 
done: any information which may be desired at any time will rec eive 
the immediate attention of Yours, &c., 

GEORGE W. COOPER. 
ELIZABETH, N. J., Nov. 13, 1863. 

William F. Phelps, Fsq.: 
•Sir:—We should feel deep regret at having your training estab

lishment discontinued. It has done much to advance the cause of 
education in New Jersey, by awakening in teachers a sense of respon
sibility and an enthusiasm in their work, sadly unfelt only a few 
years ago. So far as our own school is concerned, and so far as our 
general knowledge on the subject extends, we are prepared to express 
a very decided opinion in favor of t he Normal system of fitting teach
ers for thei r work. We do not know of a single individual who would 
not feel grieved to hear that the Normal School was closed. It is 
earnestly hoped th at the Legislature of New Jersey will not be led to 
an act so prejudicial to the bests interests of Chur ch and State. 

DAVID MAGIE. 
V e cordially concur with the above. 

David H. Pierson, John F. Pingry, 
Geo- M. S. Blauvelt, William F. Day, 

9 
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J. Q. Stearn3, Joseph Cross, 
R. T. Haines, G. R. Whittlesey, 
J. D. Crane. 

Railway, 1860. 

The Normal system of instruction has been adopted in two of our 
principal schools, and thus far appears to have fully met the expecta
tions of its advocates and friends. Besides its superiority as a system, 
in point of thoroughness and precision, its introduction is found to 
possess the additional advantage of securing uniformity in the method 
of instruction, a very essential requisife to the full success and ef fi
ciency of our public schools. WM. E. BLOODGOOD, 

Town Superintendent. 
Union, 1860. 

I am h appy to report that there has been some increase of interest 
in the cause of education during the past year. We have never had 
a supply of b etter teachers. One has had charge of the same school 
for about three years, and has conducted it with satisfaction and suc
cess; another, a female, is a graduate of our State Normal School, 
and is doing well. Indeed, all our teachers manifest an interest in 
their work, and a competency and aptness to teach which are very 
gratifying. ROB. STREET, 

Town Superintendent. 
Ttahicay, 1862. 

I think our teachers will compare favorably with those of any othe r 
city in the State. We do not hold the State Normal School in very 
high esteem. Whether this is the result of the want of success up on 
the part of th e teachers from that institution employed in our midst, 
or the result of prejudice upon the part of our people, I am not fully 
satisfied. My own opinion is, i t is the result of both; but of one 
thing I am assu red by exper ience, and that is that it will take some 
years to eradicate the impression that teachers from the Normal 
School are, in most cases, inferior to those who are not graduates of 
that institution. That this is not the case with all, I am happy 1° 
say; but the most earnest friends of the Normal system, and those 
who a few years since were loudest in their praises of Normal teach
ers, have now but little to say in fav or of it. We feel that among us 
it has been " tried in the balance, and found wanting." 

UZAL M. OSBORN, 
City Superintendent. 

WARREN. 

Number of schools in county in 1862, - 100 
Number of child ren of school age, - 9,816 
Number of children actually in schools, - 6.519 
Number of child ren not in schools, - 2,794 
Number of cand idates sent to Normal School, . 17 
Number of N oimal pupils known to have taught in county, 8 
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The testimony from Warren is so full and so explicit that it speaks 
for itself. No county could have expressed itself with more distinct
ness than this has done. And yet a few years ago the opposition to 
the Normal School was most persistent. The change which has 
occurred in W arren is a fair indication of the nearly universal revolu
tion of sentimen t which has taken place in New Je rsey on t his ques
tion. The verdict of the people has been most emphatic. The con
clusion from the evidence before us is irresistible. That conclusion 
is, that the Normal School must henceforth be recognized as one of 
the indispensable and permanent Institutions of New J ersey. 

Harmony. 
There are no teachers wdio have been instructed at the Normal 

School now employed in the schools of this township. 
According to my best sources of information there has been but 

one teacher from t he Normal School employed since the organization 
of the school in 1855. 

The intelligent portion of the community in this township are in 
favor of train ed teachers. 

One failure has occurred among teachers from the Normal School, 
and tha t was in the government of t he school. 

The intelligent portion of the community in this township are in 
favor of the continuance of the Normal School as a part of the per
manent educationa l system of t he State. 

There is no decided opposition to this measure among our citizens. 
ELISHA M. ALLEN, 

Superintendent of Harmony. 

HACKETTSTOWN, N. J., November 16, 1863. 
Professor W m. F. Phelps : 
Esteemed Sir:—In regard to your inquiries we are able to make the 
following reply: 

So far as our observation extends, we are persuaded tbat on a fair 
comparison of individuals of equal common sense and experience, the 
carefully tra ined teacher is decidedly more skillful in t he choice and 
adaptation of judicious means to the furtherance of the high ends of 
right education. Such a teacher is more successful in the introduc
tion of superior methods of imparting instruction, and in exercising 
correct discipline; and thus he awakens a lively interest in the cause 
of education throu gh his pupils, and extends and deepens this interest 
by a regula r attendance on the County Institutes, and by well dire cted 
efforts among the citizens of the community in which he resides. 

And, sir, believing as we do, the work of teaching to be s econdary 
only to the " holy calling " of proclaiming " peace on earth (and) good 
will to men," and that a large experience is requisite to a successful 
performance of a tea cher's duties, or in lieu thereof, a special training, 
under the skillful guidance of c ompetent instructors ; . 

And believing, moreover, that our own No rmal School is an lnsti-
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tution preeminently fitted and wisely conducted for the special train
ing of successful teachers, we do therefore most emphatically pro 
nounce in favor of its utility and necessity, and will rejoice whenever 
a provident legislation shall establish it on a permanent basis, as a 
part of our educational system. 

Yours very truly, 
D. Y. C. Crate, Peter B. Young, 
Reading Bell, Joseph Osmun, 
A. P. Chamberlin, Geo. C. Bush, 
Theodore Crane, William L. Johnson, 
Geo. W. Johnson, Wm. W. Marsh, 
Lewis C. Cook, Joshua H. Curtis, 
S. Welsh, Jr., W. H. Budd, 
Daniel B. Harvey, Caleb IP. Valentine, 
J. R. Bellis, J. C. Allen, 
Rob't Rusling, C. S. Yancleve, 
Jos. II. Rice, Robert M. Hockenbery, 
J; Sandford Smith, Sanford Swayze, 
M m. Dr ake, Isaac R. Stryker, 
Wm. Holt, Henry H. Vanatta. 

IIACKETTSTOWN, Nov. 1 9, 1863. 
Professor William F. Phelps: 

Esteemed Friend:—So far as I have conversed with our citizens, 
there is no opposition to the Normal School. All who know a ny 
Normals are decidedly in their favor. I hope the time may com e 
when I can secure one for my school. You will observ e that all par
ties here are friendly to the Normal School, and we trust our L egisla
ture will now make it a part of our State school system—a permanent 
institution, to bless the people in all coming time. 

I shall be glad to receive any information on educational matters 
you may have leisure to communicate. 

Hoping that your efforts may be entirely successful, I am as eve r, 
Yours verytruly, 

W. H. BUDD. 
P. S.—I send you also a few lines from our Pastor, Rev. G. C. 

Bush. '\y H. B. 

NEW VILLAGE, NOV. 5 , 1863. 
Professor Plielps : 

Pear Sir:—Yours of the 2nd i nst. came to hand in due time. I 
hasten to reply briefly to the questions contained in the accompanying 
circular. 

There is but one teacher now employed in this township who has 
been instructed at the Normal School since its organization in 1855. 

Three males and two females have been employed in the schools of 
this township, instructed in the State Normal School of New Jersey 
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since its organization in 1855, and one male instructed at the Normal 
in A lbany, New York. 

Those teachers not having had a t horough training in the Normal 
School are not to be compared with those having had the advantages 
of such a school. This is a fact generally conceded by intelligent 
men. I know of no failures of th is class of t eachers. 

The greatest objection to the Normal School is that it is not fur
nishing teachers sufficient for the schools. If there is any opposition 
respecting the continuing of the Normal School as a part of the per
manent educ ational system of t he State, I am not apprised of it . 

Yours truly, JAMES YLIET. 
HACKETTSTOWN, NOV. 19, 1868. 

Dear S ir:—Having known several teachers in this county, grad
uates of the Normal School, I take pleasure in bearing testimony to 
their superior skill and success in their profession. They carried 
their pupils forward with rapid and yet thorough processes of devel
opment. Their advent to a school was an era of great improve
ment. All felt that teaching was a science which these graduates 
had mastered so as to do much better service to education. The 
advantage to any community is a hundred fold more than the cost of 
educating the teacher. Very respectfully vours, 

GEO. C. BUSH. 
P. S.—I have conferred with the Governor about the County Insti

tutes. 
HAMBURG, N. J., Nov. 14, 1863. 

Professor Wm. F. Phelps: 
Dear S ir:—I had the honor to receive a c ircular from you, dated 

November 1st, the object of which is " to ascertain by a careful exam
ination of facts, whether the special professional training of teachers 
so far contributes to their superior success as to demand a contin
uance of the efforts which ha ve heretofore been put forth in this direc
tion." To aid you in making such " examination of facts," you h ave 
presented seven distinct interrogatories, to which you request a reply. 

So far as my information extends upon this subject, I will answer 
those questions briefly, and in the order in which they are presented. 

First—There are no Normal teachers now engaged in this township. 
Second—I know of but four. It is probable there have been more, 

hut I am not aware of it. 
Third—Normal teachers have been eminently successful in every 

instance, both in imparting instruction and in the government and 
discipline of their schools. As a class, I believe Normal trained 
teachers to he superior to others, of equal natural capacity, who h ave 
not had t he benefits deri ved from special training. Public sentiment 
is inclining to the ir favor. 

Fourth—I know of no intelligent man, who has taken a little pains 
to acquaint himself with the comparative merits of trained and un
trained teachers, but who comes to the only rational conclusion—• 
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equally true in every trade, profession and employment—that the 
trained and skillful must ever surpass the untrained and unskillful-
To doubt this is t o turn our backs upon every principle of progress, 
if not upon the light of revelation itself. But I do not mean to say 
that Normal teachers are the only good ones; not so. 

Fifth—No failures have come un der my observation. 
Sixth—The intelligent portion of my "fellow citizens, who are 

informed on the subject," favor the "continuance of the Normal 
School as a part of the permanent educational system of the State, 
with very few exc eptions. 

Seventh—The greatest objections to the Normal School come fr om 
those least qualified to judge of its utility. The only or principal 
objections that I have heard urged against the Normal School are 
these two, viz : That the more favored and wealthy classes of our 
citizens are the principal ones that are admitted into the school; ana 
the larger and more opulent districts are the principal ones that re
ceive the benefits to be derived from teachers who have been trained 
in the Normal School. 

But as for myself, having conquered my prejudices against the 
Normal School, I humbly conceive that the question of "Normal 
School or no Normal School," should be decided upon higher and 
more comprehensive grounds than either of the objections above men
tioned indicate—to the truth of th e first of which I do most decidedly 
demur; and the last objection above will vanish as Normal teachers 
become more numerous. 

In haste, yours with high respect, 
HORACE C. RUDE, 

Town Superintendent. 
POLKVILLE, WARREN CO., November 10, 1863. 

Professor William F. Phelps: 
Pear Sir:—Yours of the 2nd inst., with circular, is a t hand. I'1 

replv, I would first state that since April last we have had no tow n
ship superintendent of schools in Knowlton, but have instead a school 
committee of th ree, whom the law requires to serve without any com
pensation. It is evident that having the office of town superintendent 
abolished in this township was a very bad arrangement. The school 
committee receiving no pay, of course they cannot afford to pay that 
attention to the matter that its high importance demands. 

I am not prepared to answer y our inquiries as correctly as they 
deserve, but will attempt the task to the best of my poor ability. 

First—There are no teachers employed in Knowlton township at 
the present time who have been ins tructed at the Normal School. 

Second—And whether there has ever been any employed who have 
been instructed at the Normal School, I am not prepared to say. 

Fourth—The views of the intelligent part of this community, of 
trained over untrained teachers, is of course favorable to trained 
teachers, and would prefer to employ them. 
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Sixth—To the question, What are the views of the intelligent por
tion of your fellow citizens, who are informed upon the subject, re
specting the utility and necessity of con tinuing the Normal School as 
a part of the permanent educational system of the State? I say that, 
so far a s my information extends in this direction, the class of p eople 
referred to would be favorable to its continuance in operation. There 
would be some opposition , undoubtedly, but not much from the intelli
gent classes of society. 

Seventh—Do not think there would be any very decided opposition 
to this measure among any of o ur citizens—a little, perhaps, by some 
of the old fogies. The objection urged is that it is a useless expendi
ture of money; that the teachers in our schools formerly succeeded 
just as well as the Normal School graduates now-a-days; and whilst 
our partic ular section of the State is just as much in terested in the 
expense of maintaining the Normal School a s any other section, we 
do not receive any of its benefits, for the simple reason that our schools 
being generally small, we cannot afford to employ teachers who hold 
their services so high as the Normal School graduates generally do. 
These, among others, are some of the objections urged against the 
Noitnal School. 

Yours very truly, 
A. KERN, 

One of School Committee of Knowlton. 
KARKSVILLE, WARREN CO., NOV. 9 , 1863. 

Professor William F. Phelps: 
Dear S ir:—Your circular of the 2nd inst. is before me. I reply 

in order: 
First—There are none. 
Second—Two. 
Third—They were very successful teachers. 
Fourth—Favorable to trained teachers. 
Sixth—I think our citizens are favorable to continuing the Normal 

School as a part of the permanent educational system of our State. 
Respectfully yours, 

V\. KAK K, 
Town Superintendent. 

STEWAIITSVILLE, November 9 th, 1863. 
Sir:—I have been Town Superintendent since April, 1862, conse

quently I cannot go beyond that time, only by h earsay, which is not 
reliable in all cases, but I shall endeavor to answer your series of 
questions, as far as my knowledge extends, from personal observa
tion, &c. 

First—There are now two teachers under my supervision who have 
received a Normal School education; they graduated in Massachu
setts. I consider them the best teachers, by far, in the township. 

Second—I have heard of three who attended our Normal School. 
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One was gone before my knowledge of hi m. One taught in the Stew-
artsville Academy, and was very successful. I visited his school, and 
was much pleased with his plan of teaching and the scholars' knowl
edge of the primary branches. The third was a young man fresh 
his studies. I examined him, found him well qualified, granted him 
a license and gave him a charge. But, sir, 1 am sorry to say, he 
lacked government, and his teaching proved unsatisfactory on account 
of d isorder. I consider it a failure. 

Third—Lndoubtedly they have a great advantage over the self-
taught, and their teaching is p referable; nevertheless, we have very 
good teachers of t he other class. 

Fourth—IV e consider trained teachers preferable to untrained, in 
most cases. 

Fifth—I have given you an account of the only failure and the 
cause. 

_ Sixth—This question I must answer for myself only, as my fel low 
citizens do not trouble themselves much about such matters. The 
branches taught in the Normal School should be taught in all our 
schools with the same knowledge and care, and every reader should 
know the sounds of th e letters, &c. 

Seventh—I know of no opposition, but trust it will be kept open 
until every school in the State is furnished with a teacher from that 
Institution who is well qualified to teach and govern. 

In conclusion, I find more lack in government than I do in scholar
ship within my jurisdiction. 

Yours respectfully, 
JAMES HULSHIZER. 

PHILLIPSBURG, November 10, 1863. 
William F. Phelps, Fsq : 

Pear Sir:—In accordance with your request, I reply to your ques
tions, as follows: 

First—None at all. 
Second—None, to the best of my knowledge. 
Third—This, of course, needs no answer. 
Fourth—Every intelligent person, and all others of good co mmon 

sense, are well satisfied of the superiority of trained teachers over 
those who have not been trained. 

Fifth—As it regards failures, I have not a sufficient number of 
facts before me to justify an opinion. 

Sixth—No well informed person, here, has ever ventured an opinion 
contrary to that of considering the Normal School a necessity, in order 
to carry out successfully our common school s ystem; and the Prepar
atory School, of equa l importance. 

Seventh—I have never heard an objection to the Normal School, in 
our town, b ut I believe, in some two or three townships, the people 
have expressed, by resolutions, a decided opposition to it. The cause, 
I believe, was, that the cost was greater than the benefit derived from 
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the Institution. But, bear in mind, this opposition came from town
ships in which they g enerally raise from $1,000 to $1,500 for improve
ment of the highways, and nothing for schools. 

Respectfully yours, 
J. R. LOYELL. 

Franlclin, 1860. 
The people of this township are decidedly in favor of p ublic educa

tion, as the accompanying statistics will most conclusively show. 
Since the organization of the State Normal School this township has 
furnished five pupils, but I regret to say that neither has as yet taught 
in our county. Our people have not as yet had an opportunity of 
testing Normal teachers, having had but one that ever taught in the 
township. This teacher taught with signal success. A teacher that 
had a more thorough knowledge of the subjects taught in our common 
schools, a better method of commanding the attention of his pupils 
when recit ing, a better system of discipline, it has never been my 
privilege to meet with. 

JAMES YLIET, 
Town Superintendent. 

Greenwich, 1860. 
Three dollars per scholar is raised in this township for school pur

poses, which is sufficient to keep all the schools free during the year, 
except one small dis trict, in which they have school about four months. 
A majority of the teachers are natives of this State, one of whom only 
has attended the Normal School of this State. Seven male and tno 
female teachers, examined and licensed according to law. 

N. JENNINGS, 
Town Superintendent. 

Greenwich, 1861. 
I have visited the schools once in every four months. In some 

cases the trustees accompanied me. All the teachers have been ex
amined and licensed a ccording to law. One teacher is from the _ or-
mal Schoo l of this State. He is well liked, and is doing well by the 
school. N. JENNINGS, 

Town Superintendent. 

Independence, 1862. 
As a gen eral thin* the Normal teachers are preferred, and com

mand a higher salary than others, although, at the present time, our 
best teachers a re not graduates. We have had but few in our town
ship, which I think is due to the small salary paid by most of the 
schools. 

P. N. JACOBUS, 
Town Superintendent. 
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Oxford, 1862. 
Rut the salary paid by the directors of said schools, ($25 per month 

being the highest,) is no inducement for a Normal School graduate, 
or any other well qualified teacher, to engage in " teaching the young 
ideas how to shoot," consequently they cannot expect as good in
structors and disciplinarians as could be p rocured for a larger salary. 

I). D. SHANNON, 
Town Superintendent. 

CONCLUSION. 
The several reports which will have emanated from the officers of 

the Normal School after the publication of the present document, 
will include the most elaborate and complete history of an experiment 
for the better training of teachers, with the antecedent movements 
leading to its practical inauguration, probably on record. I have 
deemed it advisable to p resent in full the communications pointing to 
the results of th is experiment as affecting the character of the school s 
of the State, and as influencing the opinions of the people upon the 
vital question of the professional education of those to whom, in a 
great degree, the future character of the commonwealth is committed. 
Coming, a s these communications do, f rom every part of the State, 
and from citizens representing every degree of social position and 
political sentiment, they cannot be regarded as otherwise than con
clusive of the whole ma tter. 

Thus, then, we have the unanswerable argument, the actual trial and 
the decisive results, all confirming the wisdom of th e legislative action 
of Fe bruary, 1855, and demonstrating the expediency and necessity 
of estab lishing the Normal School upon a permanent "basis as a part 
of t he educational system of the State. That this is the desire and 
expectation of the intelligent people of New Jersey is no longer 
questionable. It now remains only for the Representatives of the 
people, in Senate and General Assembly convened, to permit this 
desire to ripen into full fruition. 

All which is r espectfully submitted. 
WM. F. PHELPS, Principal. 

STATE NORMAL SCIIOO L, Dec. 31st, 1863. 



MODEL S CHOOL REPORT OE THE PRI NCIPAL. 

lo the Honorable the Trustees of the State Normal School of New 
Jersey: 
Gentlemen:—I beg leave to present the following as my report of 

the Model School from February 9tb, 1863, to February 1st, 18b4. 
No material change has been made in the course of study in tins 

Institution since my last report. The classification at which I was 
then aiming has been rendered more complete, and there are now 
comparatively few of those exceptional cases which give so much 
embarrassment to the teacher with so l ittle advantage to the sclio u r. 
Those pupils who had been allowed to take portions of study irom 
two or three different classes have nearly all finished their course and 
left school. New scholars on being received have been obliged to 
take the studies of some one c lass. By this means the teachers ia\ e 
less distraction in their duties, and can accomplish more satisfactory 
results. To secure this result, however, we have been obliged in 
some cases to decline receiving applicants. It seemed the ev i o 
the two. In all the lower departments the classification is complete. 
In the two higher rooms, however, some latitude ot selection i> a 
lowed, as it can there be made with little inconvenience or interrup
tion, and is in some cases very desirable. Those pupils in these 
rooms who are fitting for college, or for some special business such 
as engineering, or who for any reason wish to give an unusu.i pio 
portion of time to some particular studies, as the Greek and Batin, or 
the Applied Mathematics, are permitted to diop some o le o .or 
studies of the course. Such a deviation from the prescribed course 
near its close, does not occasion the inconveniences that it does it 
allowed in the more elementary departments, and it is a material 
accommodation to some of our most desirable students. ^ 

Throughout the course, but particularly in the primary depart
ments, the teachers aim to cultivate in the pupils the habit of obser
vation, and make the most abundant use of visible illus trations, in 
learning the alphabet and numerals, the pupils begin at once to print 
the letters and figures on the slate and on the blackboard, and so 
through every stage of their progress slate and blackboard exercises 
keep pace with the oral instruction. This process not only makes 
the knowledge which they acquire more certain, but it brings them 
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forward much more rapidly. In the difficult matter of spelling, this 
is especially the case, and the progress which some of the younger 
pupils have made in this particular is remarkable. 

We take advantage, too, of the facility with which young children 
commit to memory. It is a point well understood by those who h ave 
given the subject practical attention, that no faculty of the mind 
matures so soon as the memory. Committing to memory, which is a 
painful and irksome task to persons of mature age, is often a posi
tive pleasure in childhood. Taking advantage of this familiar fact, 
we use special pains, in the lower departments, to store the memories 
of the pupils with ascertained and carefully stated facts, definitions 
and rules. The ordinary tables of weights and measures in arithmetic 
may be taken as a familiar example. The elements of any of these 
tables are very simple, and can be made obvious to the mind of a 
child in a few minutes. Any intelligent teacher, with a foot rule or 
a yard stick, can, in a single lesson, teach a class the ideas conveyed 
by the words inch, foot, yard, rod, etc. In the same way he may 
teach them the ideas of a gill, a pint, a quart, a gallon; of an ounce, 
a pound, a hundred weight. He may likewise teach them by simple 
illustrations what is really meant by addition, substruction, multipli
cation, and division. That is he may show them the physical, mate
rial facts signified by th ese words. But this is only one step, and 
that the least important towards the child's future progress in learn
ing. For making any substantial, practical advancement in knowl
edge the child needs not m erely to understand these simple processes, 
but to have their results, as presented in the tables, thoroughly com
mitted to the memory. If a child is to improve rapidly in arithmetic, 
if he is ever to become an expert practical accountant, or to become 
clear and quick in higher mathematical knowledge, he needs not 
merely to know, by actually going through the count, that 7 times 9 
(for instance) are 63, but he must know it by memory, instantly, 
without stopping to think of it, just as he knows his own name. So 
of the various denominations of measure and weight. The tables 
containing them, together with the multiplication table, and other 
tables of this kind, should be ground into the memory by constant 
daily repetition, until every combination contained in them brings up 
the proper idea with unerring certainty and without an instant's 
thought. 

In the same way with the definitions and the practical rules in all 
the elementary studies. While pains are taken to make the rule or 
definition perfectly plain and intelligible, equal pains are taken, by 
practice and by endless repetition, to make the words thoroughly 
iamiliar to the memory. 

The same principle applies to the important, though in some re
spects very humble matter of spe lling. Persons rarely become good 
spellers unless they learn to spell in childhood, and for the obvious 
reason that the spelling of words, pa rticularly in English, is to so 
great an extent arbitrary, and consequently dependent upon mere 
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memory. We are taking great pains, therefore, in the lower depart
ments of the school, to have the scholars well grounded in spelling. 
The success in this particular has been most marked and gratifying. 

All the pupils in the higher departments have an exercise in Com
position once in two weeks. Considerable attention is given to Orna
mental Penmanship, and to various kinds of Drawing. The pupils 
of the young ladies' department have a lecture once a week on Eng
lish Literature, from the Principal, and daily readings from the poets 
by their teacher, Miss Earls. The object of this last exercise is both 
to extend the pupil's knowledge of English authors, and to assist in 
the formation of a cultivated taste. The recitations, particularly in 
the higher rooms, are conducted with a view not only to promote 
rapid progress in the knowledge of the branches taught, but also to 
train the reasoning powers of the pupils, and to cultivate in them 
facility and accuracy of exp ression. 

Very remarkable improvement has been made by our pupils in the 
important branch of Reading and Speaking. Three of our teachers, 
Miss Sallie Earls, Miss Rebecca Earls, and Miss Morris, have had 
special training as elocutionists, ar.d they give an hour daily, each in 
her own room, to instructing and drilling their classes in Reading 
and Speaking. Miss Morris also gives a daily lesson in Elocution to 
to a large class from Dr. Webb's room. All the pupils have regular 
instruction and training in reading the Holy Scriptures, which many 
of them have learned to read with singular propriety and force. 
Care is taken, also,",to culti vate the vocal powers, by sp ecial exercises 
suited to t he purpose. These exercises are found to be of g reat value, 
in improving not only the general style of rea ding, but the manner of 
speaking in o rdinary recitations and in conversation. Once a w eek, 
on Friday afternoon, we sp end half an hour in declamations and reci
tations before the whole school. By these various means, a strong 
impulse has been g iven to the subject, and the improvement has been 
most gratifying. 

On Friday evening, November 6th, public exercises in Reading 
and Speaking were held in the lecture room, and the very large crowd 
of people in atte ndance testified to the interest which the subject had 
awakened in the minds of the citizens. The order of exercises on 
that occasion is given in the Appendix. 

All the pupils are instructed in vocal music by Professor Harding, 
who gives to each class two lessons a week. The scholars, generally, 
are interested in the study, and their improvement in singing has 
been marked. The excellence of t he singing adds much to the pleas
ure and satisfaction of our religious services in the morning, at the 
opening of the school. 

The school is op ened daily with a religious service, upon which all 
the scholars and teachers attend, and in which much interest is mani
fest. The time occupied by this service is fifteen minutes, the school 
being assembled for the purpose in the large lecture room. A portion 
of Scr ipture is read, sometimes by the Principal, and sometimes by 
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the pupils reading in concert. The whole school then unite in singing 
a hymn and in reciting the Ten Commandments and the Apostles' 
Creed, after which t here is a short prayer by the Principal, and then 
all unite again in the Lord's Prayer. The influence of this opening 
service on the general tone of the school is excellent. Relig'ous mo 
tives, also, are much relied on in the government and discipline of the 
school, and with most happy effect. 

NUMBERS. 

The number of pupils attending the Model School in the Summer 
Term, ending July 2nd, 1863, was 2 32, of whom 152 were boys, an d 
80 were girls. The number attending during the Winter Term, end
ing January 30, 1864, was 167, of whom 120 were boys, and 47 were 
girls. The whole number belonging to the school during the year, 
from February 9th, 1863, to January 31st, 1864, has been: boys, 
196 ; girls, 98; total, 294. 

The course of stud ies is as follows : 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

The Primary Department is under the care of Miss Annie Morris. 
Pupils, boys and girls, are received in this department who have not 
yet learned the alphabet, or l earned to count, and they are kept here 
until they can read and spell fluently, can write a plain hand, have 
gone through the first four rules of Arithmetic, have the multiplica
tion table and most of the tables of weights and measures thoroughly 
committed to memory, are acquainted with the general outlines of 
Geography, and have made a beginning in the special Geography 
and History of the United States. 

The pupils in the Primary Department are divided into three 
classes: 

C CLASS, the Jowest in school, consists of those who are just begin
ning to read. Some of them entered the school without knowing 
their letters. They are occupied chiefly with reading and spelling 
lessons, and very simple lessons in numeration and addition. They 
spend a good deal of time, also, in printing on the slate and black
board, and in drawing elementary forms. 

B CLASS use Worcester's Elementary Spelling Book, Angell's 
Reader, No. 2, Mitchell's First Lessons in Geography, and Davies' 
Primary Arithmetic. They arc instructed orally, also, in Practical 
Arithmetic, through addition and subtraction. They use Potter and 
Hammond's copy books, Nos. 1 and 2, and spend a portion of each 
day in m ap-making and in copying reading and spelling lessons on 
the slate. 

A CLASS use Mitc hell's Intermediate Geography, Davies' Elements 
of W ritten Arithmetic (Multiplication and Division,) Angell's Read
ers, Nos. 3 and 4, Worcester's Spelling Book, Potter and Hammond's 
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Copy Books, Nos. 3 and 4, and Peale's Graphics. Besides the regu
lar writing and drawing lessons, they spend a part of each day in 
copying spelling and reading lessons on the slate or blackboard, and 
in making maps. 

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 
The Intermediate Department is under the care of Miss Rebecca 

H. C. Earls. Pupils, boys and girls, are received into this depart
ment as soon as they can write a fair, plain hand, can read fluently, 
have advanced in xlrithm etic through Long Division, and in Geography 
through the United States. They are expected to remain in this 
department until they have finished Geography, Arithmetic, English 
Grammar, Part I, and History of th e Lnited States. 

B CLASS use Davies' Elements of Written Arithmetic, Mitchell's 
Intermediate Geography, Willson's History of United States, Wor-
cester's Speller, Angell's Reader, No. 5, Potter and Hammond s 
Writing Books, Nos. 4 and 5, and Peale s Graphics. 

A CLASS use Davies' Practical Arithmetic, Hart's Grammar, Part 
I, and the other books of the B Class, but in a more advanced stage. 

In this department the reading begins to partake more of an elocu
tionary character. Passages are recited, not merely with a view to 
the clear and accurate enunciation of each particular word, hut with 
reference to the emphasis and the general sentiment. In drawing, too, 
the pupils proceed to more complex forms. They finish the Graphics 
and begin to copy patterns and to draw from nature. Their exercises 
in penmanship also are directed to g iving them a good, plain business 
hand. They finish Worcester's Speller, and have daily exercises in 
dictation. 

IHGIIER DEPARTMENT. 

1.— Young Ladies' Room 
The pupils in t his room a re under the care of Miss Sallie J. Earls. 

Pupils, young ladies only, are admitted into this department, who 
have finished the studies of Geography, Grammar, Arithmetic, and 
History of the United States. In consequence of the crowded s tate 
of the I ntermediate Department, however, I have found it necessary 
for the present year to transfer to the higher rooms some of th e pupils 
who had not yet finished these elementary studies, lhe pupils remain 
in this department until they have finished the course, including 
Rhetoric, English Literature, Physical Geography, General History, 
Physiology, Algebra, Geometry. Botany, Natural Philosophy, and 
Chemistry. They have also the option of studying any one or all of 
the following langua ges i French, German, Latin, and Greek. 

C CLASS use Davies' Practical Arithmetic, Mitchell's Geography, 
Hart's English Grammar, Hows' Ladies' Reader, Worcester's Speller, 
Potter and Ha mmond's Writing Book, No. 11, Peale's Graphics. 

B CLASS use Davies' University Algebra, Willson's Universal His
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tory, Hows' Ladies' Reader, Potter and Hammond's Penmanship, 
Nos. 11 and 12, Peak's Graphics, Worcester's Dictionary. 

A CLASS use Quackenbos's Rhetoric, Wells's Natural Philosophy, 
Davies' University Algebra, Potter and Hammond's Penmanship, 
Nos. 11 and 12, Hows' Ladies' Reader, Peale's Graphics, and Wor
cester's Dictionary, with Northend's Dictation Exercises. 

All the classes, after finishing the Graphics, copy patterns and 
draw from nature. 

2.— Young Gentlemen s Rooms. 
The pupils in these rooms are under the care of Sumner C. Webb, 

M. D., assisted by Miss Rebecca J. Letch worth. Pupils, young gen
tlemen only, are received into this department as soon as they have 
finished the course prescribed in the Intermediate Department. In 
consequence of that room being overcrowded, it has been necessary, 
the present year, to transfer some of the pupils, who had not yet 
finished the elementary studies. Pupils remain in this department 
until they have completed the Model School course, including Book
keeping, Constitution of the United States, Physical Geography, 
General History, Physiology, Algebra, Geometry, Trigomometry, 
Surveying, Isometrical Drawing and Mapping, Analytical Geometry, 
Calculus, Natural Philosophy, and Chemistry. Those who wish, take 
any or all of the following languages: French, German, Latin, and 
Greek. 

C CLASS use Greenleaf's Arithmetic, Greenleaf s Algebra, Hart's 
English Grammar, Part I, Worcester's Spelling, with Dictation exer
cises, Potter and Hammond's Copy Books, No. 4, Potter and Ham
mond's Bookkeeping, Angell's Reader, No. 6. 

B CLASS use G reenleaf's Algebra, Greenleafs Geometry, Willson's 
History of the United States, Hart's Constitution of the United 
States, Hart's English Grammar, Potter and Hammond's Bookkeep
ing, Porter's Rhetorical Reader, Warren's Physical Geography, Wor
cester's Speller. 

A CLASS use GreenleafS Geometry, Hooker's Physiology, Hart's 
English Grammar, Porter's Rhetorical Reader, Potter and Ham-
mand's Copy Book, No. 8, Worcester's Dictionary. 

SPECIAL CLASSES. 

Special classes in the higher and applied Mathematics, and in 
French, German, Latin and Greek, are formed out of Classes A and 
B in the Higher Department. These are as follows: 

1. HIGHER AND APPLIED MATHEMATICS. Abraham Suydam, A. 
M., Professor. 

Plane Trigonometry, Surveying, Mechanical Drawing, Topography 
and Mapping, Isometric and Orthographic Projections, Perspective. 
The class has made a triangulation survey of the Delaware river, 
from Trenton to Grant's Island, and several compass surveys in the 
vicinity of Trenton. The field-work has been suspended for the 
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winter, a nd the class is now e ngaged with the course in Drawing. 
In the spring the field-work will be resumed, and will consist princi
pally of topographical surveying and levelling. The class gives two 
hours a day to the subject. 

2. FRENCH.—Louis Cornelie, Professor. 
CLASS B. Reading: French Exercises, Fasquelle's. Recitations; 

French Grammar, Rules, Fasquelle's. Translations; from French into 
English, from English into French, 40 Exercises, Fasquelle's. Con
versations in French. 

CLASS A. Reading; Telemaque. Recitations; French Grammar, 
(Fasquelle's,) the four conjugations of verbs, irregular verbs; Bol-
mar's Colloquial Phrases. Translations; from French into English, 
and from Eng lish into French, (Fasquelle's,) Telemaque. Conversa
tions in F rench. 

3. GERMAN.—Miss Sabra J. Bushee, Teacher. 
Woodbury's New Method in the German, which serves both for a 

Grammar and a Reader. The pupils are required to learn the rules 
for the g rammatical construction of the language, applying them in 
German, and the various modifications and inflections of the different 
parts of s peech. In addition, they translate alternately from English 
into German, and from German into English. Attention is also paid 
to writing the language in the German characters. 

4. LATIN.—John S. Hart, Professor. 
CLASS F are studying the Latin Grammar, using for this purpose 

Arnold's First Lessons. 
CLASS E have just begun Csesar, having finished Arnold's First 

Lessons. 
CLASS D a re reading the iEneid of V irgil, and study, in connection 

with it, L atin Prosody and Classical Geography and Mythology. 
CLASS C are studying Sallust, and have nearly finished the Jugur-

thine War. 
CLASS B have read nearly through the first book of L ivy. 
CLASS A have read all the Odes of Horace. 
5. GREEK.—John S. Hart, Professor. 
CLASS D b egin with Bullions' Grammar, and Arnold's Greek Les

sons. They go through the latter thoroughly twice, wr iting all the 
exercises, and becoming perfectly familiar with the paradigms, the 
grammatical constructions and the use of the accents, and learn to 
write the c haracter with entire ease. 

CLASS C have read the first book of Xenophon's Anabasis. 
CLASS B have read the first two books of Xen ophon's Memorabilia. 
CLASS A have read the first book of H erodotus. 

PRACTISE LESSONS. 
The members of the graduating class of the Normal School have 

Practice Teaching under my supervision in the blodel School. The 
lessons which they give are additional or supplementary to those 
given by the regular teacher. Whatever, therefore, the classes leara 

10 
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from these pupiUeschers is so much positive £££•££"! 
an advantage to the, Model S ho.l Of « ̂ 

IfrifS ZSZfr. are 
their duties, full of en thusiasm, and give excellent prom 
ing skillful in their profession. JQHN g_ HART> Principal 



APPENDIX A. 

FACULTY OF THE MODEL SCHOOL. 

JOHN S . HART, L.L. D., Principal, and Professor of Latin and Greek. 

SUMNER C. WEBB, M. D., Principal Teacher of Boys' Higher De
partment. 

ABRAHAM SUYDAM, A. M., Professor of the Higher Mathematics, 
Civil Engineering and Chemistry. 

HENRY HARDING, Instructor of Y ocal Music. 

Louis CORNELIE, Professor of F rench. 

SABRA J . BITSHEE, I nstructor in German. 

REBECCA S . LETCHWORTH, A ssistant in Boys' Higher Department.. 

SALLIE J . EARLS, Teacher of Girls' Higher Department. 

REBECCA H . C. EARLS, Teacher of In termediate Department. 

ANNIE MORRIS, Teacher of Primary Department. 



APPENDIX B. 

Order of Exercises at the Public Exhibition, November 0, I860. 

1. Music—" There's Music in the Air." By the Senior Classes. 
2. The 103d Psalm. Read in concert by the whole School. 
3. Prayer. By the Rev. William J. Jefferys. 
4. Music—" There's Much that gives Pleasure." By the Junior 

Classes. 
5. Introductory Address. By Harry Jefferys. 
G. Be Polite. Recited in concert by Stillwell Eldridge and James 

Mellick. 
7. The Little Orator. George Scudder. 
8. The Four Seasons. Lulie Hewitt, Sady Prevost, Jennie Dutcher. 
9. Our Native Land. Frank Cook. 

10. Our School—A Dialogue. Lewis Smith and Albert Smith. 
11. The Philosopher and the Ferryman. Debbie Eldridge. 
12. Be Firm. Harry Hill. 
13. True Courage—A Dialogue. Harry Cunningham and Sammy 

Johnson. 
14. The 23d Psalm. Read in concert by the Junior Classes of Girl s. 
15. An Appeal for Liberty. Harry Cook. 
16. Home. Sarah Poland. 
17. Spartans to the Gladiators. Ferdinand Joline. 
18. Placing a Daughter at School. Lizzie Hewitt. 
19. A dialogue in Greek and Latin, (from an unpublished manu

script not found in Pompei.) B illiam Johnson and Lewis Scott. 
20. New England's Dead. Abby Johnson. 
21. The Modern Belle. Theodore Maple. 
22. David's Lament for A bsalom. Agnes Ivingman. 
23. An English Traveler and a Yankee Innkeeper. William Justice 

and Lambert Howell. 
24. The 12th Chapter of Romans. Catharine Joline. 
25. The Ghost. George Chase. 
26. A Caudle Lecture. Leve Hannum. 
27. The Battle of IVaterloo. Lily Disbrow. 
28. The Rival Orators. Harry Roberts and Willie Belville 
229. The Cry of the Children. Mary Chumar. 
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30. Music—" Catch the Sunshine." By the Senior Classes. 
31. The Beauty of Pie ty—A Dialogue. Priestess of Nature, Miss 

Morris; Flora, Agnes Kingman; Terrestria, Abby Johnson; Oceana, 
MaryPrevost; Chrysoline, Charlotte Walker; Aeria, Lizzie Davis; 
Meteora, Mary Chumar; Celestia, Lilly Disbrow; Psyche, Louisa 
Anderson; Christina, Catharine Joline. 
32. The 13th Chapter of I. Corinthians. Read in concert by the 

Young Ladies' Class. 
33. Music—" The Battle Cry of Freedom." By the whole School. 



APPENDIX C. 

PUBLIC EXAMINATION. 

ORDER OF EXERCISES—WE DNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1864. 

Miss E. Earls, Class B in Ancient History. 
Miss Morris, Class B (Cadets) in Reading. 
Dr. Webb, Class in Algebra. 
Miss Letchworth, Classs in Arithmetic. 
Miss R. Earls, Class B in Tables of Weights and Measures. 
Mr. Schmidt (Normal Pupil), Experimental Class in Geography. 
Miss Morris, Class A (Cadets) Reading and Exercises in \ ocalization. 
Prof. Suydam, Class in Surveying. 
Miss S. Earls, Class A in Rhetoric. 

Select Readings and Declamations. 
Forman Wetherill, John May, John Joline, Lambert Howell, U ra-

M. Johnson, Alice Chumar, Martie Davis, Maggie Quintin, Emma 
Lee, Sarah Poland, Agnes Kingman. 

Music, the whole School, (Prof. Harding., 
Thursday, January 28th. 

Miss Morris, Primary Class in Multiplication Table. 
Miss Letchworth, Class in Grammar. 
Mr. Schmidt (Normal Pupil), Experimental Class in History. 
Prof. Cornelie, Class in French. 
Prof. Hart, Virgil Class. 
Miss R. Earls, Class A in Ge ography. 
Miss Morris, Class A in Reading and Spelling. 
Dr. Webb, Class in Geometry. 
Miss S. Earls, Reading and Exercises in Vocalization. 

Select Readings and Declamations. 
Thomas Quintin, Charles Emmers'on, Symmes Hutchinson, Abra

ham Probasco, Wm. Belville, Harry Jefferys, Theodore Maple, Levi 
Ilanum, Alice Phelps, Charlotte Walker, Louisa Walker, Kate Tally, 
Lillie Disbrow, Mary Chumar. 

Music, the whole School, (P rof. Harding.) 



APPENDIX D. 

AWARD OF PREMIUMS—JANUARY 28, 1864. 

1.—DR. WEBB'S ROOM—(MILITARY DEPARTMENT.) 

Distinguished—{Receiving Premiums.) 

William M. Johnson—Highest General Average. 
Thomas Quintin—Best Deportment. 
John Bergen—Best Penmanship. 
Charles II. Raisbeck, Charles S- Webb—Best Improvement m 

Penmanship. 
Meritorious. 

William Burton, Caulfield Osborne, William W. Titus, Harry Cook, 
William Belville, Theodore Maple, Abraham Probasco—High General 

Joshua Lame, Harry Cook, Theodore Maple, Robert W. Kennedy 
—Excellent Deportment. 

Caulfield Osborne, Theodore Maple, William Belville, Robert b. 
Price—Excellent Penmanship. , ^ „ 

William Belville, James D. Allaire, Clark Dye, George Forman 
—Great Improvement in Penmanship. 

Caulfield Osborne, John Joline, William Burton—Great Improve
ment in French. 

2.—Miss SALLIE EARLS' ROOM, (NO. 8.) 
Distinguished—Receiving Premiums. 

Catharine Joline, Agnes Kingman—Highest General Average, 
(each 100.) 

Sarah E. Poland—Best Deportment. 
LiUie R. Diehrow—Best General Improvement in Drawing. 
Mary Chumar—Best Penmanship. _ 
Lizzie W. Davis—Best Improvement in Penmanship. 

Meritorious. 

LiUie R. Disbrow, Anna Hutchinson, Louisa Anderson, Mary Pre-
vost, Kate Tully, Hetty Justice—High General Average. 
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Agnes Kingman, Lillie R. Disbrow, Josephine Miller—Excellent 
Penmanship. 

Maggie Quintin, Mary Prevost, Jennie Smith—Great Improve
ment in Penmanship. 

Emma Reeves, Agnes Kingman, Sarah Crozer, Catharine D- Jo-
line, Mary Chumar—Great Improvement in Drawing. 

Lillie Disbrow, Anna Hutchinson, Catharine D. Joline, Agnes 
Kingman, Mary Prevost, Kate Tully, Louisa Anderson, Hetty Justice, 
Louisa Parsons, Maggie Quintin, Ella Chandler, Emma Lee, Jennie 
Smith—Excellent Deportment. 

3.—Miss REBECCA EARLS' ROOM, (NO . 6.) 

Distinguished—Receiving Premiums. 
Alice Chumar—Best Deportment. 
William Wetherill—Best Improvement in Drawing. 
Debbie J. Eldridge—Best Penmanship. 
Frederick W. Van Dyke—Best Improvement in Penmanship. 

Meritorious. 
Lillie Brearley, Jennie Dutcher, Debbie J. Eldridge, Kate Cham

bers, Jennie Exton, Lulie Hewitt, Louis Smith, George Houghtaling. 
Frederick W. Van Dyke—Excellent Deportment. 

Alice Chumar, William Wetherill, George Houghtaling—Excellent 
Penmanship. 

Alice Chumar, Jacob Mellick, James Early, Louis Smith, Harry 
Jefferies, George Houghtaling, William Wetherill—Excellent Im
provement in Penmanship. 

Vance Quintin, Frederick W. Van Dyke, Charles S. Webb—Ex
cellent Improvement in Drawing. 

Miss MORRIS'S ROOM, (N O. 4.) 

Distinguished—Receiving Premiums. 
William M. Scudder—Highest General Average. 
Martie Davis—Best Deportment. 
Milton Meyer—Best Penmanship. 
James Mellick—Best Improvement in Penmanship. 

Meritorious. 
Milton Meyer, William Whitehead, Charles Emmerson, George 

Scudder, James Lee—High General Average. 
Carlie Pierce, Louis Walker, William Whitehead, Frank Cook— 

Excellent Improvement in P enmanship. 
Carlie Pierce, Alice Phelps, James Mellick, Louis Walker—Excel

lent Deportment. 
N. B.—The awards for best Penmanship were made by A. S. Liv

ingston, Esq., for Room No. 8 ; Edward V . Scudder, Esq., for Room 
No. 6; Fred. Kingman, Esq., for Room No. 4 ; and Andrew Dutcher, 
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Esq., for Dr. "Webb's Room. Mr. Dutcber, besides assigning the 
premium, sent the following detailed report in regard to the other 
specimens: 

TRENTON, January 27, 1864. 
Prof, J. S. Hart: 

Bear Sir:—Fifty-seven specimens of writing (No. 1 to 57, inclu
sive,) from Dr . Webb's department of the Model School, having been 
submitted to me for examination, I take pleasure in bearing testimony 
to their neatness and the care with which they are written. Nearly 
all show that the writers may, by practice and proper effort, soon 
become proficient in the art of penmanship. Some of them have 
already attained a very creditable position. While there are many 
that deserve particular notice, it may be said, without disparagement 
to others, that No. 6 is a good, easy, business hand, and Nos. 7, 9, 
and 55 a re smoothly and plainly written, with commendable n eatness 
and regularity; but for even, smooth stroke, regular formation of 
letters, and all the qualities that make good manuscript, No. 2 is 
superior; and a better specimen of writing than this is not often 
found, and i t is worthy of em ulation by all. 

Respectfully your obedient servant, 
ANDREW DUTCHER. 

The references in Mr. Dutcher's letter are as follows: No. 2, John 
Bergen; 6, Caulfield O sborne; 7, Theodore Maple; 9, W illiam Bel-
ville; 55, Robert S. Price. 



APPENDIX E. 

(Circular of the Model School.) 

NEW JERSEY STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Model Department. 
JOHN S. HART, L.L. D., PRINCIPAL. 

The objects of t he Model School are— 
1. To maintain a school which shall be in all respects a M ODEL, 

both by the thoroughness of its instruction and the excellence of it-
methods, and whose course of studies shall be suited to the ordinary 
wants of th e community. 

2. To afford to the pupils of the Normal School enlarged oppor
tunities for observation and practice in all the grades of instruction, 
from the Primary to the High School. 

To secure these ends, the Trustees have provided buildings univer
sally admitted to be most complete in all their arrangements and ap
pointments of every kind, for the purposes of instruction, and t iey 
have obtained experienced educational talent of th e highest order t at 
the country affords. 

STUDIES. . 
Special pains are taken to have the pupils first thoroughly grounded 

in the common En glish branches, such as Reading, Spelling, IV riting. 
Arithmetic, Geography, and Grammar. The other studies embrace' 
in the course are the following:—Drawing, Book-keeping, V ocal 
Music, Elocution, Composition, Rhetoric, English Literature, Physi
cal Geography, General History, History of the United States, Con
stitution of th e United States, Physiology, Algebra, Geometry, Trig
onometry, Surveying, Isometrical Drawing and Mapping, Analytical 
Geography, Calculus, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, French, Gor
man" Latin, and Greek. Pupils who are fitting for College omit 
some of the higher mathematical studies, and give additional time to 
the Latin and Greek. 

SCHOOL YEAR. 

The school year includes- 44 weeks of instruction, divided into two 
terms of 22 weeks each. The first term began on Monday, August 
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24th, and continued until the close of January, 23 weeks—of which 
the week from Christmas to New Year's was vaca tion. 1 he second 
term will begin on Monday, February 1st, and will continue for 22 
weeks, namely, until July 1st. The summer vacation will last t weeks. 

SCHOOL HOURS. 
There are two sessions a day, the morning session beginning at \ 

before 9 and closing at J after 12; the afternoon session beginning 
at 2 a nd closing at 4. 

CHARGES. 
To day scholars, the rates for Tuition, Stationery, and the use of 

Text Books in the English branches, are, according to grade, $11, 
513, $16, $21, and $31 a session, payable invariably in advance. 

BOARDERS. 
Two of the Professors, Dr. Webb and Prof. Pierce, are prepaied to 

receive boys into their families as boarders. The arrangements tor 
hoarders are very complete, and have given the greatest satisfaction 
to those parents from abroad who have sent their sons lieie to be 
educated. The charge to ordinary pupils is $215 a year (of 4 4 weeks.) 
To pupils taking the higher branches the charge is $500 a year. 
This c harge is in full for Board, Washing, Tuition, Stationery, and 
the use of Text Books in the English branches. There are no extra 
charges. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
All letters relating to the Model School should be addressed to the 

Principal, Prof. JOHN S. HART, Trenton, N. J. 

The Trustees feel great confidence in recommending this School to 
their fellow citizen s. The Principal is a gentleman of n ational repu
tation, with special and tried skill in the precise line of duties here 
assigned to him. The Professors and Assistants, m the several 
departments, are persons who have been regularly tiainec o le 
business of teaching as a profession, and who have already been ap
proved therein by a l arge and successful experience. Ihe trustees 
confidently believe that the School, under its present comp e e an 
efficient organization, offers advantages such as are se om to je oun , 
and at a cost f ar below the usual rates. 

By order of the Board. R- S. FIELD, President. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

RichardS. Field, Princeton, Pres't, Alexander Wurts, Flemington, 
Benjamin Williamson, Elizabeth, Charles Sitgreaves, Phill.psburg, 
Win. A. Whitehead, Newark, Thomas Lawrence, Hamburg, 
John Stockton, Trenton, H Thompson, Salem, 
Lyman A. Chandler, Rockaway, William S. Bowen Bridge ton, 
Frederick W. Ricord, State Superintendent of Public Schools, ex-

officio, Newark. 



FARNUM PREPARATORY SCHOOL. 

REPORT OF MRS. P. C. CASE. 

Professor Wm. F. Phelps, Principal: 
Pear Sir:—Agreeably to request, I proceed to speak of the con

dition and progress of th e Farnum Preparatory School from February 
9th, 1868, to January 1st, 1864. The number of pupils registered is 
251. At your direction, since our last report, a male teacher has 
been appointed to take charge of the Intermediate Department, com
petent to render assistance in the higher branches. This has relievec 
me from some class exercises, giving me more time for general super
vision, and thus confining your attention less to the branch of tha 
noble Institution of which we are proud of being a part. 

I speak with great pleasure of the increase of pupils and the con
tinued state of good feeling existing in the school and throughout t e 
community. We have much to encourage and strengthen our hearts, 
and that our feeble efforts may be crowned with great and g°°j 
results, I believe to be the prayerful desire of those associated wit 
you, and under your direction, in this pleasant field of educationa 
effort. 

Divisions of the Classes. 
On account of th e increase of pupils, it has been necessary to sub 

divide several of the regular classes, which divisions are taught by 
Miss Annie Trimble, who has been, and who still continues to be a 
member of our Training Class. 

The classes in the school are: 
The Training Class; 
A, Preparatory; 
A, First and Second Divisions, Intermediate Department; 
B, First and Second Divisions, Intermediate Department; 
C, First and Second Divisions, Intermediate Department; 
The Model School, still under the direction of Miss II. A. Davis. 
The Practice School, taught successively by members of the Train

ing Class. 
Exercises of Each Class. 

A, Preparatory—Warren's Physical Geography, Wells' Philoso
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phy, Quackenboss' Rhetoric, Observation and Practice in Object 
Teaching and Vocal Music. 

A Class, Intermediate—Geography, Arithmetic, Algebra and 
Grammar. 

B, First Division—Hill's First Book of Geometry, Geography, 
Arithmetic and Grammar. 

B, Second Division—Practical Arithmetic, Mental and Practical 
Arithmetic, Geography, Oral Lessons in Grammar, Oral Lessons in 
Entomology. 

C, First Division—Oral Lessons in Number, Form, Color and Size, 
Lessons on the Globe, Guyot's Maps and Map Drawing, Practical 
Arithmetic. 

Greneral Exercises. 
Penmanship, Reading, Spelling, Physical Exercises, Music and 

Devotional Exercises. 
Model School—Reading, Spelling, Number, Drawing; Lessons on 

Form, Color, Place, Human Body, Size, Weight, Language, Animals 
and Physical Exercises. 

Practice School—Reading, Spelling, Number, Printing and Draw
ing; Lessons on Color, Form, Place, Size, Time, Tune, Objects, 
Human Body and Animals. 

Members of the T raining Class, besides pursuing some of the higher 
branches, have had daily exercises in the Theory and Practice of 
Teaching. The Practice School, consisting of forty pupils, has been 
taught entirely by the members of this class, and we think with good 
success. Instruction, observation and practice in improved methods 
of Primary Instruction has been the special feature of this Depart
ment. Each member of the class is expected to observe the work of 
an experienced teacher a portion of the day. An hour a day is 
devoted to preparation of lessons and practice in teaching. As far 
as is possible, the practice comes under our immediate observation, 
affording an opportunity for criticisms. The number of names regis
tered during the year is twenty. Four of the number are now en
gaged in Primary Departments in different parts of the State. Two 
more soon l eave us t o represent new methods of primary teaching in 
New Brunswick. At the close of the coming term, we expect to be 
able to recommend ten or twelve young ladies as being competent to 
conduct primary schools, upon natural and scientific principles. 

Yours most respectfully, 
P. C. CASE. 



ABSTRACT 
t 

Of the Last Will and Testament of th e Late Paul Farnum, Esq., of 
Beverly, with the Codicil thereto. 

I give and bequeath unto my two sons, George W. Farnum an 
James Edward Farnum, and to three other persons, (which three 
persons shall be nominated by the Governor, and appointed by m ® 
by and with the advice and consent of t he Senate, who shall hold then 
office res pectively for three years, except that at the first meeting o 
the board of tr ustees it shall be d etermined, by lot or otherwise, which 
of those three members shall hold for one year, which for two ye ars' 
and which for three years; and in case of the death or refusal ot 
either of my sons to act, then there shall be appointed one or two 
others, as the case may be, in like manner as the first, only that the 
time of office shall be five instead of three years,) all that brick sc hool 
house, furniture and fixtures thereunto belonging, situate in the 
borough of Beverly, known as the Farnum School, and the lot ot 
land upon which th e same is erected, containing one acre of ground, 
more or less, which Caleb Perkins and wife conveyed to me, by dee ' 
dated May 4th, 1855, recorded in U—5 of Deeds, page 280, &c ., m 
the Clerk's office of the county of Burlington; to hold to them, th e 
said trustees, and to their successors forever, in trust, nevertheless, 
for the following uses: that the said house, grounds, furniture am 
fixtures shall be opened for a school (after the lapse of one year after 
my decease,) for the reception of children from the three lower o r 
northwardly school districts, as now laid off in the township of ^ 
lingborough, to be admitted in such numbers as said trustees or a 
majority may direct. I also give and bequeath unto the trustees 
aforesaid, and to their successors in office, tw enty thousand dollars, 
in bonds or stocks paying not less than six per cent., in trust never
theless, to be and continue a permanent fund for the purpose of sus
taining a school in the aforesaid school-house, the interest or dividend 
only, arising from said fund, to be appropriated by said trustees, 
semi-annually, for the support of said school above named, to employ 
competent teachers, and defray the contingent expenses; which inte r
est or dividends, added to such sums as may be raised by tax or 
otherwise in said district, I earnestly hope may be sufficient to sup
port a school in said house nearly, if not entirely, free, during the 
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whole time. I empower said trustees to change the securities of said 
fund, whenever four-fifths of said Board may deem it for the best 
interest and safety of said fund. The trustees shall provide a book, 
in which shall be entered a minute of all meetings and proceedings of 
said trustees, an account of the names of the scholars, the time they 
attend school, the progress they make in the different branches; 
provided however, tha t my executors shall not be called upon to pay 
any legacy herein bequeathed within the expiration of one year after 
my decease. 

Codicil to the Last Will and Testament of the Late Paul Farnum, 
Fsq., of Beverly. 

Whereas, I, Paul Farnum, of the township of Willingborougb, in 
the county of Burl ington, and State of New J ersey, having made and 
duly executed my last will and testament in writing, bearing date the 
twenty-eighth day of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-six; now I 
declare this present writing to be a codicil thereto, and taken as 
part thereof; and whereas, I have in said will directed the appoint
ment of certa in trustees to take charge of certain buildings and furni
ture thereunto attached, in trust for school purposes, as therein set 
forth; but since the execution of said will, I have entered into an 
agreement with certain Trustees of the New Jersey State Normal 
School, in which agreement they stipulate, during a certain period 
therein named, to keep open a school in said buildings of such a 
character as to prepare pupils for entering the State Institution; 
my will is, and I direct my executors to pay over th e securities for 
twenty thousand dollars, named in my said will, to the last mentioned 
trustees, who are to receive the same in trust nevertheless, the interest 
accruing thereon to be by said trustees applied to the support of the 
said Preparatory School, the fund or principal of twenty thousand 
dollars to be managed in the same manner as is directed in my said 
will. And further, my will is, that so long as the State of New Jer
sey shall continue to occupy said buildings and fund, and conduct 
said school, said buildings, fund and furniture aforesaid shall be 
placed at the disposal thereof. But should the State abandon said 
school and neglect to keep it up for one year, then the trustees last 
named shall give up the possession of the said buildings, furniture 
and funds or securities for twenty thousand dollars, to the trustees 
first named in said will, to be managed as therein directed. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my han d and seal the 
twenty-eighth day of February, in the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred and fifty-seven (1857). 

PAUL FARNUM, [l. S] 
Signed, sealed and directed by the said Paul Farnum, as a codicil 

to to his last will and testament, in the presence of us: 
CHAS. G. BOWEN, 
JOHN W. FENIMORE. 
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State of New Jersey, Burlington County, ss. 
I, William K. Armstrong, Surrogate of t he said county of Burling

ton, do c ertify the foregoing to be an abstract from the will of Paul 
Farnum, late of said county, deceased, and also a full and true copy 
of th e codicil to the said will. 

Witness my hand and seal of office the fifth day of March, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty. 

WM. K. ARMSTRONG, Surrogate. 



CATALOGUE OP OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1863. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

William S. Bowen, Bridgeton. 
Joseph H. Thompson, Salem. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

Richard S. Field, Princeton. 
John P. Stockton, Trenton. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

Alexander Wurtz, Flemington. 
Charles Sitgreaves, Phillipsburg. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Thomas Lawrence, Hamburg. 
Lyman A. Chandler, Rockaway. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

Benjamin Williamson, Elizabeth. 
William A . Whitehead, Newark. J 

AT LARGE. 

Frederick W. Ricord, State Superintendent 
Public Schools, ex officio, Newark. 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 

Hon. R. S. Field, President. 
F. W. Ricord, Esq., Secretary. 
Elias Cook, Esq., Treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Richard S. Field, Charles Sitgreaves, 
William A. Whitehead, F. W. Ricord. 

11 



BOARD OF INSTRUCTION. 

WM F. PHELPS, A. M., Principal, Professor of Inte llectual Philoso
phy and Theory and Practice of T eaching. 

SILAS BETTS, Professor Moral Philosophy, etc. 
ABRAHAM SUYDAM, A . M., Professor of Mathematics, atura 

osophy and Engineering. , 
HENRY B. PIERCE, A. M., Professor of Physical Geograp y, • 

Assistant in Mathematics. 
HENRY HARDING, Professor of V ocal Music. ^ 
ELIZA R. STITT, Teacher of Phy siology, Descriptive Geography, 

the Analysis of Words. ^ 
SABRA J. BUSHEE, Teacher of English Grammar, Rhetoric a 

Reading. 

FARNUM PREPARATORY SCHOOL. 

WM. F. PHELPS, A. M., Principal. ^ 
,, p r CASE Preceptress Preparatory Department, Teacher0 

MVLS'HuSVfi»d«l.« Tl.eo,y and Practice of Object 
J^R A c. APGAR, Teacher in Intermediate Department. 

Miss KATE PETERS, Assistant Intermediate Department. 
Miss HELEN A. DAYIS, Teacher of t he Model Class. 



C A T A L O G U E  O P  P U P I L S ,  
FOR THE TEAR 1863. 

NAMES. 

Adams, Emma E. 
Ashmore, Lizzie 
Ayres, Fannie E. 
Beatty, Kate 
Bracket, Angie 
Bodine, Emma M. 
Bodine, Addie A. 
Bodine, Jemima 
Benjamin, Virginia 
Bayles, Eleanor 
Bower, Kate S. 
Baldwin, Abbie A . 
Borden, Clara H. 
Cline, Hannah S. 
Coleman, Kate S. 
Case, Rachel B. 
Collins, Emeline C. 
Constantine, Eliza 
Courter, Margaret A. 
Courter, Jane M. 
Cullingworth, J. R. 
Dey, Mattie 
Dunn, Mary 
Davis, Mary E. 
DeHart, Sarah L. 
Eldridge, Emma B. 
Ely, Alwilda 
Ellis, Addie 
Emmans, Anna 
Estellow, Ella P. 
French, Lizzie J. 
Freas, Sallie P. 
Fireng, Mary C. 

LADIES. 
POST OFFICE. 

Daretown, 
Trenton, 
Independence, 
Salem, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Philadelphia, 
Trenton, 
Catham, 
New Brunswick, 
Bridget or), 
Red Bank, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Port Republic, 
New Providence, 
Irvington, 
Irvington, 
Philadelphia, 
Princeton, 
New Brunswick, 
New Market, 
Madison, 
Cape May C. H., 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
W antage, 
Burlington, 
New Brunswick, 
Allowaystown, 
Camden, 

COUNTY. 
Salem. 
Mercer. 
Warren. 
Salem. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Pennsylvania. 
Mercer. 
Morris. 
Middlesex. 
Cumberland. 
Monmouth. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Atlantic. 
Union. 
Essex. 
Essex. 
Pennsylvania. 
Mercer. 
Middlesex. 
Middlesex. 
Morris. 
Cape May. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Sussex. 
Burlington. 
Middlesex. 
Salem. 
Camden. 
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NAMES. 

Foster, Maggie R. 
Fell, Rebecca R. 
Furman, Amanda 
Goodwin, Mary A. 
Godshalk, M. D. 
Ilillinan, Sallie C. 
Hampton, Lydia D. 
Hutchinson, K. S. 
Iloagland, Lizzie, 
Howell, Emma T. 
Hutcliings, F. H. 
Harker, M. A. S. 
Ilart, Elizabeth J. 
Heulings, Gertrude, 
Holmes, Rosie, 
Haviland, Louisa, 
Ivins, Ruth B. 
Johnson, Sarah 
Johnston, Mary E. 
King, Mattie S. 
Kline, Fannie M. 
Krier, Mary E. 
Lupardus, L. M. 
Love, Maria 
Morgan, E. M. 
McDougall, A. R. 
Monroe, M. A. 
Meyer, Josephine, 
Maxson, Mary P. 
McCoy, Lizzie, 
Morris, Mary B. 
Ogden, Emily F. 
Peck, Imogene 
Paul, Jane A. 
Pruden, Cornelia 
Polk, Louisa B. 
Page, Rebecca A. 
Quigley, Sarah C. 
Quigley, Mary K. 
Rogers, Sallie M. 
Reed, Mary M. 
Rogers, Lottie P. 
Rankinback, Sarah 
Riley, Sallie M. 
Roberts, Sarah L. 
Rice, Anna J. 
Randolph, Belle, 

POST OFFIDE. 

Bridgeton, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
New Brunswick, 
Trenton, 
Haddonfield, 
Millville, 
Trenton, 
Blawensburg, 
Mauricetown, 
Newark, 
Longacoming, 
Lawrence, 
Trenton, 
Rocky Hill, 
Trenton, 
Salem, 
New Brunswick, 
Trenton, 
Paterson, 
Plainfield, 
Trenton, 
New Brunswick, 
Morrisville, 
Harrison, 
Washington, 
Rahway, 
Trenton, 
Plainfield, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Bridgeton, 
Newark, 
Hoboken, 
Chatham, 
Trenton, 
Columbus, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Camden, 
Trenton, 
Salem, 
New Brunswick, 
Bridgeton, 
Trenton, 
Bridgeton, 
Plainfield, 

COUNTY. 
Cumberland. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Middlesex. 
Mercer. 
Camden. 
Cumberland. 
Mercer. 
Somerset. 
Cumberland. 
Essex, 
Camden. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Somerset. 
Mercer. 
Salem. 
Middlesex. 
Mercer. 
Passaic. 
Union. 
Mercer. 
Middlesex. 
Pennsylvania. 
Hudson. 
Middlesex. 
Union. 
Mercer. 
Union. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Cumberland. 

Essex. 
Hudson. 
Morris. 
Mercer. 
Burlington. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Camden. 
Mercer. 
Salem. 
Middlesex. 
Cumberland. 
Mercer. 
Cumberland. 
Union. 
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NAMES. 

Robinson, J. E. 
Rue, Mary J. 
Shotwell, Fannie E 
S telle, Annie E. 
Stout, Annie E. 
Skillman, Caroline 
Stevenson, Georgiana 
Swain, Harriet P. 
Seely, Laura A. 
Stelle, Mary R. 
Stelle, Mary E. 
Smith, Rebecca S. 
Stansbury, S. W. 
Stock, Ellen C. 
Scudder, Esther H. 
Seaman, Clara 
Skillman, Eliza 
Thompson, Melvina 
Thorn, Isabel 
Tyrrell, Mary Ann, 
Taylor, Emma L. 
Tomlinson, Emma 
Voorhis, Mary 

hitlock, Maggie 
Walker, Sarah S. 
Waters, Annie E. 
Wheaton, Lottie 
Wells, Carrie 

Ladies, 

Adams, James B. 
Backus, James 
Braddock, B. S. 
Campbell, A. F. 
Denison, Henry 
Forsyth, Thos. W. 
Force, Cyrus G., Jr., 
Garretson, Peter S. 
Hutchinson, Armstead, 
Hoagland, Rob't L. 
Hall, Richard R. 
Heisler, Chas. W. 
Jefferys, Wm. N. 
Kelsay, Thos. B. 
King, Frank W. 
Lyons, Sam'l W. 

POST OFFICE. 
New Br unswick, 
Perrineville, 
Rahway, 
New Brunswick, 
New Brunswick, 
Rocky Hill, 
Chatham, 
Townsend Inlet, 
Bridgeton, 
New Brunswick, 
New Brunswick, 
Trenton, 
Plainfield, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Burlington, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Roadstown, 
Princeton, 
Trenton, 
Allowaystown, 
Goshen, 
May's Landing, 
Riverton, 

GENTLEMEN. 
Reading, 
Caldwell, 
Medford, 
Woodbridge, 
Red Bank, 
Bordentown, 
Roxbury, 
Millstone, 
Windsor, 
New Brunswick, 
Neshanic, 
Heislerville, 
Trenton, 
Pittsgrove, 
Paterson, 
Newark, 

COUNTY. 
Middlesex. 
Monmouth. 
Union. 
Middlesex. 
Middlesex. 
Somerset. 
Morris. 
Cape May. 
Cumberland. 
Middlesex. 
Middlesex. 
Mercer. 
Union. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Burlington. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Cumberland. 
Mercer. 
Mercer. 
Salem. 
Cape May. 
Atlantic. 
Burlington. 

109 

Berks. 
Essex. 
Burlington. 
Middlesex. 
Monmouth. 
Burlington. 
Morris. 
Somerset. 
Mercer. 
Middlesex. 
Somerset. 
Cumberland. 
Mercer. 
Salem. 
Passaic. 
Essex. 
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NAMES. POST OFFICE. COUNTIES. 

Myers, Jolin J. West Pascack, Bergen. 
Morehouse, Asa Vernon, Sussex. 
Messier, Ivins Millstone, Monmouth. 
Nutt, Geo. N. Trenton, Mercer. 
Quick, Abram F. Trenton, Mercer. 
Schmidt, Henry Egg Harbor City, Atlantic. 
Schull, Jacob F. Deerfield, Cumberland. 
Stratton, E. 0. Trenton, Mercer. 
Terhune, John Godwinville, Bergen. 
Wheeler, Geo. F. Stewartsville, Warren. 
Willard, L. M. Ilammonton, Atlantic. 
Woertendycke, Raymond P. Pascack, Bergen. 
Whitenack, J. B. Neshanic, Somerset. 
Ward, Edward G. Hoboken, Hudson. 
Wilson, Sam'l S. Trenton, Mercer. 
Warman, Wm. I I. II. Belvidere, V arren. 

G e n t l e m e n ,  . . .  3 2  
Recapitulation. 

Whole number of ladi es, - 109 
Whole number of gen tlemen, - 32 

Total, 141 



TENTH GRADUATING CLASS. 

LADIES. 

Addie A. Bodine, 
Emma M. Bodine, 
Angie Brackett, 
Hannah S. Cline, 
Louisa Haviland, 
Fannie E. Johnson, 
Emily F. Ogden, 
Rebecca A. Page, 
Rebecca S. Smith, 
Sarah W. Stanshury, 
Ellen C. Stock, 

Cyrus G. Force, Jr., 
Samuel W. Lyons, 
Asa Morehous, 
Ahram F. Quick, 
Elmer 0. Stratton, 
Raymond P. Wortendycke, 

Ladies, 
Gentlemen, -

POST OFFICE. 

Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
New Brunswick, 
Trenton, 
Hanover, 
Bridgeton, 
Columbus, 
Trenton, 
Plainfield, 
Trenton, 

GENTLEMEN. 

Roxbury, 
Newark, 
Vernon, 
Trenton, 
Trenton, 
Pascaek, 

FINAL 

COUNTY. AVERAGE. 

Mercer, 95 
Mercer, 88 
Mercer, 87 
Middlesex, 93 
Mercer, 87 
Morris, 94 
Cumberland, 88 
Burlington, 81 
Mercer, 94 
Union, 94 
Mercer, 79 

Morris, 97 
Essex, 93 
Sussex, 90 
Mercer, 90 
Mercer, 94 
Bergen, 96 

11 
6 



GENERAL CATALOGUE FROM 1855 TO 1863 INCLUSIVE. 

WHEN ENTERED 

7tli Term, Sept. 6, 1858, 
8tli 
9th 

15 th 
15th 
16th 
17th 

Feb. 21,1859, 
Sept. 9, 1859, 

5, 1862, 
1862, 

9, 1863, 
7, 1863, 

Sept. 
Sept. 
Feb. 
Sept. 

ATLANTIC. 
NAMES. 

Hannah J. Edwards, 
David H. Bates, 
Mary C. Collins, 
Lyman M. Millard, 
Henry Schmidt, 
Emeline C. Collins, 
Lottie Wheaton, 
BERGEN. 

WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, Joseph Ilasbrouck, 
1, 1855, William Lyman, 
1, 1855, Jacob J. Demarest, 
7, 1857, Thomas Yreeland, 
6, 1858, Robert Hunter, 
6, 1858, David White, 
5," 1859, Samuel A. Canfield, 
5, 1859, Stephen Hasbrouck, 

1860, Frances A. Royce, 
1860, Kate Board, 

3, 1860, Helen V. Zabriskie, 
3, 1860, Euphemia Kingsland, 
3, 1860, Jennie Eckert, 

1861, John A. Demarest, 
1861, George II. Yoorhis, 
1861, Abram D. Campbell, 
1862, Minnie H. Paulison, 
1862, R. P. Woertendycke, 

9, 1863, John Terhune, 
7, 1863, John J. Myers, 

BURLINGTON. 
WHEN ENTERED. NAMES. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, Mary A. M'Kelway, 
2d " Mr'h 10, 1856, Elizabeth I\ . Egbert, 
2d " Mr'h 10, 1856, Anna M. Eayre, 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Mary E. Carpenter, 

1st 
1st 
5 th 
7 th 
7th 
9th 
9th 

10th 
10th 
11th 
11th 
11th 
12th 
12th 
12th 
14th 
14th 
16 th 
17 th 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Sept. 

POST OFFICE. 

Absecom. 
Absecom. 
Galloway. 
Hammonton. 
Egg Harbor. 
Port Republic. 
May's Landing. 

POST OFFICE. 

Saddle River. 
Harrington. 
Harrington. 
Lodi. 
Lodi. 
Harrington. 
Lodi. 
Lodi. 
New Barbadoes. 
Franklin. 
New Barbadoes. 
Union. 
Hohokus. 
Hackensack. 
Hackensack. 
Pascack. 
Hackensack. 
Pascack. 
Godwinville. 
West Pascack. 

POST OFFICE. 

Borden town. 
Pemberton. 
Lumberton. 
Jacobstown. 
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WHEN ENTERED. 

3d Term, Sept. 1, 1856, 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, 
6th « Feb. 17, 1858, 
7 th » Sept. 7, 1858, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, 
8th " Feb. 21, 1859, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th « Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th « Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th « Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 

10th " Feb. 1860, 
10th " Feb. 1860, 
10th " Feb. 1860, 
10th « Feb. 1860, 
10th " Feb. 1860, 
10th " Feb. 1860, 
Hth " Sept. 3, 1860, 
Hth " Sept. 3, 1860, 
Hth « Sept. 3, 1860, 
Hth " Sept. 3, 1860, 
12th « Feb. 1861, 
12th " Feb. 1861, 
12th " Feb. 1861, 
12th « Feb. 1861, 
12th " Feb. 1861, 
13th " Sept. 2, 1861, 
13th " Sept. 2, 1861, 
14th " Feb. 1862, 
14th " Feb. 1862. 
14th « Feb. 1862, 
15th " Sept. 1862, 
loth " Sept. 1862, 
16th " Feb. 9, 1863, 

NAMES. 

Rachel Werts, 
Louisa J. Venahle, 
Selina A. Felter, 
Emma L. McKelway, 
Charles II. Kain, 
Charles H. Kimble, 
John F. Huntsman, 
Richard S. Spragg, 
Laura II. Hutton, 
Anna R. McDougall, 
Emma E. Wallace, 
Hannah C. Garwood, 
Franklin T. Haines, 
Albert II. Haines, 
Charles Lippincott, 
Anna Sproul, 
Sarah F. Frazer, 
George W. Walker, 
Elizabeth Stockham, 
Fanny M. Devlan, 
James II. Hazard, 
Reulah A. Oliphant, 
Amanda Haines, 
Horace M. Allen, 
Milton II. Allen, 
Rebecca S. Letchworth, 
Rebecca A. Page, 
Isaac J. Wells, 
Barclay S. Braddock, 
Mariana King, 
Lizzie H. Hall, 
Sarah S. Stokes, 
Ellie F. Estelow, 
Thomas W. Forsyth, 
J. R. McDivitt, 
Carrie Wells, 
Clara Seaman, 
Emma F. Seaman, 

CAMDEN. 

POST OFFICE. 

Bordentown. 
Evesham. 
Beverly. 
Bordentown. 
Marlton. 
Moorestown. 
Bridgeborough. 
Burlington. 
Beverly. 
Bordentown. 
Medford. 
Moorestown. 
Chester. 
Hainesport. 
Chester. 
Bordentown. 
Bordentown. 
Bordentown. 
Bordentown. 
Bordentown. 
Juliustown. 
Medford. 
Southampton. 
Southampton. 
Medford. 
Mount Holly, 
Columbus. 
Medford. 
Medford. 
Chester. 
Burlington. 
Jacobstown. 
Burlington. 
Chesterfield. 
Crosswicks. 
Riverton. 
Burlington. 
Burlington. 

WHEN ENTERED. NAMES. 

5th Term, Sept. 7, 1857, Sarah Sharpless, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, Alice A. Hall, 

10th " Sept. 1860, Maurice M. Kaighn, 
13th « Sept. 2, 1861, St. Clair McKelway, 
13th » Sept. 2, 1861, Mary E. Stafford, 

POST OFFICE. 

Camden. 
Camden. 
Blackwoodtown 
Blackwood. 
Gloucester. 
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WHEN ENTERED. 

14th Term, Feb. 1862, 
16th " Feb. 9, 1863, 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, 

NAMES. 

Sallie C. Ilillman, 
Sallie M. Rogers, 
Mary A. S. Harker, 
Mary C. Fireng, 

CAPE MAY. 

POST OFFICE. 

Haddonfield. 
Ellisburg. _ 
Longacoming. 

Camden. 

WHEN ENTERED. 

2d Term, M'ch 10, 1856, 
2d " M'ch 10, 1856, 
2d " M'ch 10, 1856, 
2d " M'ch 10, 1856, 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, 

10th " Feb. I860, 
10th " Feb. I860, 
12th " Feb. 1861, 
12th '• Feb. 1861, 
13th " Sept. 2, 1861, 
14th « Feb. 1862, 
15th " Sept. 1862, 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, 

NAMES. 

Hannah M. Beesley, 
Lizzie Ludlum, 
Margaret Townsend, 
Sarah Champion, 
Franklin Holmes, 
Jeremiah Yoss, 
Abbie Garretson, 
Maggie C. Miller, 
Ann Champion, 
Mary Champion, 
Phebe Miller, 
Maggie C. Van Gilder, 
Hester A. Waters, 
Emma B. Eldridge, 
Annie Waters, 
Harriet T. Swaine, 

POST OFFICE. 

Bennisville. 
Dennisville. 
Dennisville. 
Upper. 
Dennis. 
Dennis. 
Cape Island. 
Goshen. 
Upper. 
Upper. 
Goshen. 
Goshen. 
Goshen. 
Cape May C. 
Goshen. ^ 
Townsend's In t 

CUMBERLAND. 
WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1, 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1, 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1, 1855, 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, 
2d " Mar. 10,1856, 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, 
6th " Feb. 17,1858, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 

NAMES. 

Mary F. Sheppard, 
Mary Ann Harris, 
Willamina Woodruff, 
Cornelia M. Knerr, 
William B. Ewing, 
Reuben N. Howell, 
Hiram H. James, 
Henry Waters, 
William G. Richardson, 
Marie E. Logue, 
Martha Woodruff, 
E. Orlando Howell, 
John M. A. Husted, 
Kate M. Knerr, 
Anna E. Bowen, 
Ilattie P. Johnson, 
Sallie M. Westcott, 
Phebe R. Westcott, 
Elizabeth Mulford, 
Lucy W. Davis, 

POST OFFICE. 

Fairfield. 
Fairfield. 
Deerfield. 
Bridgeton. 
Greenwich. 
Fairfield. 
Deerfield. 
Hopewell. 
Greenwich. 
Bridgeton. 
Bridgeton. 
Cedarville. 
Bridgeton, 
Bridgeton. 
Hopewell. 
Millville. 
Fairton. 
Fairton. 
Roadstown. 
Stoe Creek. 
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WHEN ENTERED. 

9th Term Sept. 5, 1859, 
11th u Sept. 3, 1860, 
11th a Sept. 3, 1860, 
12th u Feb. 1861, 
13th a Sept. o 1861, 
15th a Sept. 1862, 
16th a Feb. 9, 1863, 
16 th u Feb. 9, 1863, 
17th a Sept. 9, 1863, 
17th a Sept. 9, 1863, 
17 th a Sept. 9, 1863, 
17th <.: Sept. 9, 1863, 
17 th a Sept. 9, 1863, 
17th u Sept. 9, 1863, 
17th a Sept. 9, 1863, 

WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 1 1855, 
1st u Oct. 1 1855, 
2d u Mar. 10 1856, 
2d u Mar. 10 1856, 
2d u Mar. 10 1856, 
2d a Mar. 10 1856, 
3d a Sept. 1 1856, 
3d Sept. 1 1856, 
3d 6( Sept. 1 1856, 
3d a Sept. 1 1856, 
4th a Feb. 2 1857, 
4th a Feb. 2 1857, 
4th a Feb. 2 1857, 
5th a Sept. 7 1857, 
5th u Sept. 7 1857, 
5th a Sept. 7 1857, 
5th u Sept. 7 1857, 
6 th a Feb. 17 1858, 
6 th a Feb. 17 1858, 
7th a Sept. 7 1858, 
8th a Feb. 21 1859, 
8th u Feb. 21 1859, 
8th a Feb. 21 1859, 
9th a Sept. 5 1859, 
9th u Sept. 5 1859, 
9th a Sept. 5 1859, 
9th u Sept. 5 1859, 
9th a Sept. 5 1859, 

NAMES. 

Emma Bateman, 
Lizzie T. Chester, 
Charles G. Hampton, 
Anna M. Hoover, 
Emily F. Ogden, 
Lydia D. Hampton, 
Emma Tomlinson, 
J. Franklin Shull, 
Emma T. Howell, 
Laura A. Seeley, 
Clara H. Borden, 
Maggie R. Foster, 
Anna J. Rice, 
Sallie M. Riley. 
Charles W. Ileisler, 

ESSEX. 

POST OFFICE. 

Cedarville. 
Millville. 
Mill ville. 
Millville. 
Bridgeton. 
Millville. 
Roadstown. 
Deerfield. 
Mauricetown. 
Bridgeton. 
Bridgeton. 
Bridgeton. 
Bridgeton. 
Bridgeton. 
Heislerville. 

Sarah J. Philps, 
Elizabeth M. Olmsted, 
Susan K. Woodruff, 
Harriet A. Speer, 
Eudora E. Smith, 
Caleb M. Harrison, 
Fanny P. Fackrell, 
Sarah Darby, 
Aaron 0. Kent, 
Frances L. Wilcox, 
William Jacobus, 
Mary J. Forker, 
Mary R. Swaim, 
Annie L. Kitchell, 
Amelia L. Smith, 
Anna M. Cook, 
Joseph A. Smith, 
M. Matilda Searfoss, 
John N. Brown, 
Phebe J. Baldwin, 
Josephine A. Taylor, 
Hattie A. Redrup, 
Mary A. C. Watson, 
Maggie Id. D.McGrath, 
Jennet C. Teed, 
Annette H. Wright, 
James B. Stonelake, 
Andrew' J. Van Ness, 

POST OFFICE. 

Orange. 
Plainfield. 
Rahway. 
Caldwell. 
Orange. 
Caldwell. 
Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth. 
Caldwell. 
Newark. 
Caldwell. 
Newark. 
Newark. 
Livingston. 
Orange. 
Livingston. 
Orange. 
Newark. 
South Orange. 
Caldwell. 
Newark. 
Newark. 
Bellville. 
Bellville. 
Livingston. 
Livingston. 
Newark. 
Irvington. 
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WHEN ENTERED. 

13th Term, Sept. 
Feb. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 

14th 
15 th 
15th 
17 th 
17th 
17th 
17th 
17th 

2, 1861, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 

7, 1863, 
7, 1863, 
7, 1863, 
7, 1863, 
7, 1863, 

NAMES. 

Samuel W. Lyons, 
S. M. Stiles, 
Webster Hickord, 
'J. Henry Smith, 
Margaret A. Courter, 
Jane M. Courter, 
James A. Backus, 
Fannie II. Hutchings, 
Imogene Peck, 

GLOUCESTER. 
WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Feb. 
Sept. 
Feb. 
Feb. 

1st 
1st 

10th 
11th 
14th 
14th 

1, 1855, Mary J. Snowden, 
1, 1855, William Briant, 
1, 1855, Martha T. Linton, 

1860, Debbie Ilarker, 
3, 1860, Anna C. Weatherhy, 

1862, George W. Bailey, 
1862, Carrie Miller, 

HUDSON. 
WHEN ENTERED. 

4th Term, Feh. 
5th 
5 th 
8th 
8 th 
8th 
8 th 
8 th 

15th 
15th 
15th 
17th 

Sept-
Sept. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 

HUNTERDON. 
WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, 
1st 
1st 
1st 
2d 
2d 
3d 
3d 
4th 

Oct 
Oct, 
Oct. 

1, 1855, 
1, 1855, 
1, 1855, 

Mar. 10, 1856, 
Mar. 10, 1856, 
Sept. 1, 1856, 
Sept. 1, 1856, 
Feb. 2, 1857, 

POST OFFICE. 

Newark. 
Bloomfield. 
Newark. 
Newark. 
Irvington. 
Irvington. 
Caldwell. 
Newark. 
Newark. 

POST OFFICE. 

Mullica Hill. 
Swedesboro'. 
Mantua. 
Mullica Hill. 
Clarksboro'. 
Paulsboro'. 
Swedesboro.' 

2, 1857, Jane A. Zabriskie, 
7, 1857, Eliza Brown, 
7, 1857, Anna De Hart, 

21, 1859, Martha E. Wernham, 
21, 1859, Agnes M. De Forest, 
21, 1859, S. S. Wills, 
21, 1859, Jacob Yan Horn, 
21, 1859, Alice E. M. Morgan, 

1862, Emmie Morgan, 
1862, M. A. Tyrrell, 
1862, Jane A. Paul, 

7, 1863, Ed. G. Ward, 

NAMES. 

Mary J. Sergeant, 
Samuel W. Proctor, 
George McC. Rex, 
Ellen II. Large, 
Elizabeth Buchanan, 
Sarah E. Low, 
Augustus Thompson, 
Phebe A. Reger, 
Susannah T. Greene, 

Hoboken. 
Jersey City. 
Jersey City. 
Jersey City. 
Jersey City-
Bergen Point. 
Harrison. 
Harrison. 
Trenton. 
Hoboken. 
Hoboken. 

POST OFFICE. 

Flemington. 
Tewksbury. 
Reaville. 
Readington. 
Delaware. 
Clinton. 
Readington. 
Tewksbury. 
Franklin. 
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WHEN ENTERED. 

4th Term, Feb. 
4th 
5th 
5 th 
5th 
5th 
5th 
5 th 
5th 
6 th 
6 th 
6th 
7th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 

10 th 

Feb. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Feb. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Feb. 

2, 1857 
2, 1857 
7, 1857 
7, 1857 
7, 1857 
7, 1857 
7, 1857 
7, 1857 
7, 1857 

17, 1858 
17, 1858 
17, 1858 

7, 1858 
7, 1858 

21, 1859 
5, 1859 
5, 1859 

1860 

WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 1 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1 1855, 

1855, 1st " Oct. 1 
1855, 
1855, 

1st " Oct. 1 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1 1855, 
1st " Oct. 1 1855, 

1856, 2d " Mar. 10 
1855, 
1856, 

2d " Mar. 10 1856, 
2d " Mar. 10 1856, 
2d " Mar. 10 1856, 
2d " Mar. 10 1856, 
2d " Mar. 10 1856, 
3d " Sept. 1 1856, 
3d " Sept. 1 1856, 
3d " Sept. 1 1856, 
3d " Sept. 1 1856, 
3d " Sept. 1 1856, 
3d " Sept. 1 1856, 
3d " Sept. 1856, 

NAMES. 

Caroline S. Fisher, 
Lizzie S. Holcomb, 
Olivia G. Forman, 
Kate L. Watson, 
Annie Camp, 
Ella Hart, 
Henry H. Stout, 
Alexander L. Bellis, 
Henry M. Vliet, 
Annie B. Kuhl, 
James S. Chamberlin, 
Emily Risler, 
Mary H. Kuhl, 
Rebecca Y. Sutphin, 
A. R. Green, 
J. Depue Field, 
Joseph R. Ink, 
Emeline Vliet, 

MERCER. 

NAMES. 

Emma B. Pearson, 
Clementine West, 
Keziah L. Draine. 
Annie B. Cunningham, 
Hannah Wiggins, 
Mary H. Rayner, 
Elizabeth Collins, 
Mary Gibbs, 
Marg'tta S. Hutchinson 
Louisa Murphy, 
Frances E. Phillips, 
Ella Hazard, 
Julia L. Blake, 
Susan L. Thorn, 
Lizzie Murphy, 
Thomas J. Dally. 
J. Fletcher Street, 
Edward S. Ellis, 
Otis Fisher, 
Emeline B. Johnston, 
Ellen Cullis, 
Lydia J. Doolittle, 
Hiram Farrand, 
Susanna Howell, 
Virginia I. Dunn, 

POST OFFICE. 

East Amwell. 
East Amwell. 
Lambertville. 
Lambertville. 
Raritan. 
Flemington. 
East Amwell. 
East Amwell. 
Bethlehem. 
Copper Hill. 
Wertsville. 
Locktown. 
Copper Hill. 
Ringoes. 
Franklin. 
Readington. 
Flemington. 
Bethlehem. 

POST OFFICE. 

Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Hamilton. 
Trenton. 

, Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Lawrenceville. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Princeton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Titusville. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Pennington. 
Princeton. 
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WHEN ENTERED. NAMES. POST OFFICE. 

3d Term, Sept. 1, 1856, Margaret A. Scudder, Lawrenceville. 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Mary Hanlon, Titusville. 
4tli " Feb. 2, 1857, Clara E. Baker, Trenton. 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, Lvdia Y. Marden, Trenton. 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, Ellen Pierce, Trenton. 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, J. A. Hutchinson, Trenton. 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, Harriet N. Edwards, East indsor. 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, Martha E. Ilines, Ewing. 
5th » Sept. 7, 1857, Mrs. Mary Ely, East Windsor. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Elizabeth Follansbee, Hamilton. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Susan A. Arrowsmith, Lawrence. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Deborah R. Foster, Trenton. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Tacy Lanning, Hamilton. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Anna McChesney, Trenton. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, William P. Millette, Hopewell. 
5th " Sept. 7,1857, Robert S. Woodruff, Trenton. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Richard Thomas, Trenton. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Mary M. Carson, East Windsor. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Kate Iloughtaling, Trenton. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Fannie Davison, Princeton. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Samuel Houghtaling, Trenton. 
6t,h " Feb. 17, 1858, Lizzie S. Mershon, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Emma J. Pearson, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Elizabeth Coleman, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Mary Coleman, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Anna V. Hoyt, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Sarah II. Brackett, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Elizabeth Marshall, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Rebecca R. Clark, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, P. Ten Broeck Nevius, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Laura Jay, Trenton. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Elizabeth H. Galager, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Mary M. Moore, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Sarah S. Stokes, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Lizzie T. Glenn, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Ada B. Nelson, Taylorsville. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Matilda Nevius, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Isabella W. Ilsley, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Mary E. Lodor, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, William II. Barton, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, James A. Barton, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Joseph T. Kinney, Trenton. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Alfred!. Snook, Pennington. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Henry C. Aller, Pennington. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Mary R. Pratt, Trenton. 
8th " Feb. 21, 1859, Adelia E. Packer, Trenton. 
8th " Feb. 21, 1859, Emma Brown, Trenton. 
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WHEN ENTERED 

8th Term, Feb. 21, 1859, 
NAMES. POST OFFICE. 

8th 
8tli 
8th 
8th 
8th 
8th 
8th 
9tli 
9th 
9 th 
9th 
9 th 
9th 
9th 
9 th 
9th 
9th 
9th 
9 th 
9th 
9th 

10 th 
10 th 
10th 
10th 
10th 
11th 
llth 
11th 
llth 
llth 
llth 
llth 
llth 
12th 
12 th 
18th 
13 th 
13 th 
13th 
13th 
13th 
13th 
13th 
13th 
13th 

Feb. 21, 1859, 
Feb. 21, 1859, 
Feb. 21, 1859, 
Feb. 21, 1859, 
Feb. 21, 1859, 
Feb. 21, 1859, 
Feb. 21, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5. 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Sept. 5, 1859, 
Feb. I860, 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 

1860, 
1860, 
1860, 
1860, 

Sept. 3, 1860, 
Sept. 3, 1860, 
Sept. 3, 1860, 
Sept. 3, 1860, 
Sept. 3, 1860, 
Sept. 3, 1860, 
Sept. 3, 1860, 
Sept. 3,1860, 
Feb. 1861, 
Feb. 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 

Rachel M. Stelle, Princeton. 
Mary Arundale, Trenton. 
Fannie C. Ashmore, Trenton. 
R. F. McNeil, Trenton. 
Susie A. Laird, Trenton. 
Charles J. McConnell, Trenton. 
Mary Hunt, Trenton. 
George C. Sanders, Pennington. 
Sarah M. Ashmore, Trenton. 
Adaline Anderson, Princeton. 
Sallie C. Daymond, Trenton. 
Rachel A. Laning, Trenton. 
Mary E. Price, Trenton. 
Lucy A. Price, Trenton. 
Lizzie Sharp, Trenton. 
Mary E. Sterling, Trenton. 
Alice M. M. Wood, Trenton. 
Rachel E. Sanders, Hopewell. 
Mary J. Sandy, Ewing. 
H. Virginia Chatten, Pennington. 
William D. Appleget, West Windsor. 
James Allinson, Hamilton. 
Cornelia Hart, Titusville. 
Eliz'bth II. Lafaucherie, Trenton. 
Mary L. Williams, Trenton. 
Annie Southwick, Trenton. 
A. Louisa Ellis, Titusville. 
Isabella Mott, Trenton. 
Hettie T. Heulings, Trenton. 
Carrie L. Ellis, Trenton. 
Mary C. Polk, Trenton. 
Isabella Morton, Trenton. 
Sarah R. Bowne, Trenton. 
Charles W. Camp, Trenton. 
Anna E. P. Sherrard, Trenton. 
Marion Renwick, Trenton. 
Mary E. Thorn, Trenton. 
Rebecca S. Smith, Trenton. 
Emma M. Bodine, Trenton. 
Addie A. Bodine, Trenton. 
Anna S. Beatty, Trenton. 
Louisa Haviland, Trenton. 
Ellen C. Stock, Trenton. 
Maggie L. Whitlock, Trenton. 
Richard M. Creed, Trenton. 
Elmer O. Stratton, Trenton. 
Abram F. Quick, Trenton. 
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WHEN ENTERED. 

13th Term, Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2,1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 
Sept. 2, 1861, 

1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 
1862, 

14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
14th Feb. 
15 th Sept. 
15 th Sept. 
15th Sept. 
15th Sept. 
15 th Sept. 
15th Sept. 
15th Sept. 
15 th Sept. 
15th Sept. 
15 th Sept. 
15th Sept. 
15th Sept. 
16th Sept. 
16th Sept. 
16th Sept. 
16 th Sept. 
16 th Sept. 
16th Sept. 
16th Sept. 
16th Sept. 
17th Sept. 
17th Sept. 
17 th Sept. 
17th Sept. 
17th Sept. 
17th Sept, 

NAMES. 

Amelia Bergen, 
Susan D. Warren, 
Anna E. Megronigle, 
Melvina Thompson, 
Jemima A. Bodine, 
Addie Spracklen, 
Angie Brackett, 
Kate Hutchinson, 
Gilbert Parslow, 
Mary Curtis, 
Mary Anna Hance, 
Annie E. Kay, 
Isabella Thorn, 
Elvira H. Pvins, 
Rebecca R. Fell, 
Mary E. Johnston, 
Lillie Engle, 
Sarah C. Quigley, 
Mary Kate Quigley, 
Mariana King, 
Virginia Iloughtaling, 
Kate Coleman, 
Rachel B. Case, 
Ida D. Conover, 
Alwilda Ely, 
Addie Ellis, 
Gertrude Ileulings, 
Elizabeth J. Hart, 
Lizzie J. McCoy, 
Esther H. Scudder, 
Eliza H. Skillman, 
Mary M. Reed, 
George N. Nutt, 
Josephine Meyer, 
Eleanor Bayles, 
Emma L. Taylor, 
Eliza Constantine, 
Amanda Furraan, 
Mary B. Morris, 
William N. Jefferies, 
Samuel S. Wilson, 
Sarah L. Roberts, 
Eva G. Ellis, 
Mary E. Krier, 
Louisa B. Polk, 
Mary Voorhees, 
Mattie Dey, 

POST OFFICE. 

Hightstown. 
Princeton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Trenton. 
Princeton. 
Princeton. 
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MIDDLESEX. 
WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, Kate S. Colby, 
1st " Oct. 1, 1855, H. Sophia Colby, 
6t.h " Feb. 17, 1858, Harriet Dickinson, 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Mary C. Blew, 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Anna M. Calhoun, 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Sarah R. Clock, 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Clara Bloodgood, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1860, Harriet Appleget, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Martha A. Acken, 
7th " Sept. 7,1858, Azariah N. Blew, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Isabella D. Henry, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Lucy G. Page, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Joanna T. Spaulding, 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, Edmond Conover, 

10th " Feb. 1860, Sarah C. French, 
10th " Feb. 1860, Mary J. Baggs, 
10th " Feb. 1860, Mary E. Randolph, 
10th " Feb. 1860, Maggie J. Smith, 
11th " Sept. 3, 1860, Marie T. Savage, 
11th " Sept. 3, 1860, Ann Obert, 
11th " Sept. 3, 1860, Libbie Lott, 
13th " Sept. 2, 1861, Hannah S. Cline, 
14th " Feb. 1862, Anna E. Stelle, 
14th " Feb. 1862, Robert L. Hoagland, 
15th " Sept. 1862, Lizzie J. French, 
15th " Sept. 1862, Sarah Johnson, 
15th " Sept. 1862, Sarah Rankinback, 
15th " Sept. 1862, Annie E. Stout, 
16th " Feb. 1863, A. F. Campbell, 
16th " Feb. 1863, Jennie E. Robinson, 
16th " Feb. 1863, Mary E. Davis, 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, Mary A. Goodwin, 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, Lizzie Ashmore, 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, Mary R. Stelle, 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, Abbie A. Baldwin, 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, Mary E. Stelle, 
17th " Sept, 7, 1863, Louise M. Lupardus, 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, Mary M. Dunn, 

MONMOUTH. 
WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, 

12 

POST OFFICE. 

Kingston. 
New Bru nswick 
Six Mile Run. 
North Brunsw'k 
Rahway. 
New Brunswick 
Woodbridge. 
Ilightstown. 
Metuchin. 
New B runswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
South Brunsw'k 
Cranberry. 
New B runswick 
New B runswick 
Woodbridge. 
New B runswick 
South Brunsw'k 
East Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswic k 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
Woodbridge. 
New Brunsw ick 
New Market. 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 
New Brunswick 

POST OFFICE. 

Middletown. Lucy M. Parsons, 
Elizabeth A. Forsyth, Allentown 
Abraham Cochran, Clarksburg. 
Sarah Lewis, Shrewsbury 
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WHEN ENTERED. 

5th Term, Sept. 
6th " Feb. 
7th " Sept. 
9th " Sept. 
9th " Sept. 
9th '• Sept. 

10th " Feb. 
10th " Feb. 
11th " Sept. 
13th " Sept. 
16th " Feb. 
17th " Sept. 
17th « Sept. 

17, 1858, 
7, 1858, 
5, 1859, 
5, 1859, 
5, 1859, 

1860, 
1860, 

3, 1860, 
2, 1861, 
9, 1863, 
7, 1863, 
7, 1863, 

WHEN ENTERED. 

NAMES. POST OFFICE. 

Leonora Cross, Shrewsbury. 
Julia L. Disborough, Perrineville. 
Elizabeth P. Stowe, Middletown. 
Sarah J. Dibben, Middletown. 
Caroline Havens, Howell. 
Mary Norton, Allentown. 
Mary E. Shepherd, Shrewsbury. 
Anna S. Hedden, Middletown. 
John H. Tucker, Wall. 
Henry Denison, Red Bank. 
Ivins Messier, Millstone. 
Mary J. Rue, Perrineville. 
Emily Cline, Red Bank. 

MORRIS. 
NAMES. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, Fannie C. Lyon, 
1st " Oct. 1, 1855, Anthony B. McCarty, 
1st " Oct. 1, 1855, Elizabeth H. Sayre, 
1st " Oct. 1, 1855, Myrick H. Doolittle, 
1st " Oct. 1, 1855, Caroline E. Pierson, 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, Helen D. Budd, 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, Laban Dennis, 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, Geo. W. Howell, 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, Stoddard A. Felter, 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, Florinda B. Crane, 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, Rachel Yanness, 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Mary L. Tuttle, 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Emily B. Tuttle, 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Sarah E. Dayton, 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Sophia L. Dayton, 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Mary B. Jones, 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Stephen Blazier, 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Hattie W. Babbitt, 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, Burtis C. Megie, 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, Moses Blanchard, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Rachel M. Cornish, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, George B. Cornish, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Cyrus W. Turton, 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Anna E. Doughty, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Susanna A. Tuttle, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Henry B. Doremus, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Ransford R. Peer, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, George Askew, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Henry Jacobus, 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Matilda Lewis, 

POST OFFICE. 

Boonton. 
Rockaway-
Madison. 
Schooley's Mt. 
Pompton Plains 
Chatham. 
Boonton. 
Hanover. 
Pequannock. 
Pequannock. 
Pequannock. 
Hanover. 
Hanover. 
Pine Brook. 
Pine Brook. 
Pompton Plains 
Chatham. 
Mendham. 
Pequannoc. 
Rockaway. 
Morris. 
Morris. 
Hanover. 
Boonton. 
Whippany. 
Jacksonville. 
Boonton. 
Pompton Plains 
Pompton Plains 
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WHEN ENTERED. NAMES. POST OFFICE. 

8th Term, Feb. 21, 1859, Sarah E. Ball, Hanover. 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, Fannie E. Jackson, Rockaway, 

10th " Feb. 1860, Andrew F. Salmon, Flanders. 
11th " Sept. 3, 1860, M. Augusta Ball, Hanover. 
11th " Sept. 3, 1860, Fannie E. Johnson, Hanover, 
11th " Sept. 3, 1860, Mary N. Esten, Pequannock. 
11th " Sept. 3, 1860, Frances C. Norris, Pequannock. 
11th " Sept. 3, 1860, Cyrus G. Force, Jr., Roxbury. 
11th " Sept. 3, 1860, M. Lizzie "Whitlock, Mendham. 
12th " Feb. 1861, Hetty M. Yanduyne, Boonton. 
12th " Feb. 1861, George D. Bleything, Hanover. 
15th " Sept. 1862, Allie Smith, Parsippany. 
16th " Feb. 9, 1863, Sarah L. DeHart, Madison. 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, Cornelia Pruden, Chatham. 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, Georgia Stevenson, Chatham. 
17th " Sept. 7, 1863, Kate S. Bower, Chatham. 

OCEAN. 
WHEN ENTERED. NAMES. POST OFFICE. 

3d Term, Sept. 1, 1856, Emma A. Harrison, New Egypt. 
3d " Sept. 1, 1856, Mary W. Cox, "West Cree k. 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, Margaret A. Shaffer, Barnegat. 
6th " Feb. 17, 1858, Samuel P. Ellison, Mannahawkin. 
7th '' Sept. 7, 1858, S. Augusta Haywood, "West Cr eek. 

PASSAIC. 
WHEN ENTERED. NAMES. POST OFFICE, 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, George A. Jaqua, Paterson. 
1st " Oct. 1, 1855, Chas. O. Hurlbert, Paterson. 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, Hannah Schoonmaker, Paterson. 
2d " Mar. 10, 1856, Isaac L. Schoonmaker, Paterson. 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, M. L. Manson, Paterson. 
7th " Sept. 7, 1858, Robert H. DeHart, Paterson. 
8th " Feb. 21, 1859, Cath'e. J. C. Johnson, Paterson. 
8th " Feb. 21, 1859, M. Martin'te. Runyon, Paterson. 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, Jane Derrom, Paterson. 
9th " Sept. 5, 1859, Eliza R. Stitt, Paterson. 

16th " Feb. 9, 1863, Nettie S. King, Paterson. 
SALEM. 

WHEN ENTERED. NAMES. POST OFFICE. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, Sarah P. Swing, Pitts' Grove. 
2d " M'ch 10, 1856, Charles D. Heritage, Penn's Neck. 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, Lavinia D. Prior, Salem. 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, Ruth R. Jones, Salem. 
4th " Feb. 2, 1857, Emily C. Baker, Salem. 
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WHEN ENTERED. 

5th Term, , Sept. 7, 1857, 
5 th 44  Sept. 7, 1857, 
6 th 44  Feb. 17, 1858, 
6 th 4 4  Feb. 17, 1858, 
7 th 4 4  Sept. 7, 1858, 
7th u Sept. 7, 1858, 

21, 1859, 8th 44  Feb. 
7, 1858, 

21, 1859, 
9th 4 4  Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th 4 4  Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th 4 4  Sept. 5, 1859, 
9th 44  Sept. 5, 1859, 

10th 44  Feb. 1860, 
12 th 4 .  Feb. 1861, 
14th 4 4  Feb. 1862, 
14th 4 4  Feb. 1862, 
15 th « Sept. 1862, 
15th 4 4  Sept. 1862, 
17th 44  Sept. 7, 1863, 
17th 44  Sept. 7, 1863, 
18 th 44  Jan. 6, 1864, 
18th 4 4  Jan. 6, 1864, 

WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, 
2d Mr'h 10, 1856, 
2d Mr'h 10, 1856, 
3d Sept. 1, 1856, 
4th Feb. 2, 1857, 
5th Sept. 7, 1857, 
5th Sept. 7, 1857, 
5th Sept. 7, 1857, 
5th Sept. 7, 1857, 
5th Sept. 7, 1857, 

17, 1858, 6th Feb. 
7, 1857, 

17, 1858, 
•>th Feb. 17, 1858, 
7th Sept. 7, 1858, 
8th Feb. 21, 1859, 

10th Feb. 1860, 
10th Feb. 1860, 
12th Feb. 1861, 
14th Feb. 1862, 
15th Sept. 1862, 
16th Feb. 9, 1863, 
16th Feb. 9, 1863, 
17 th Sept. 7, 1863, 
17th Sept. 7, 1863, 

Mary W. Maskell, 
Georgiana Woolman, 
Anna Sparks, 
Mary Wheeler, 
Sallie Errickson, 
Emma H. Van Kirk, 
Maggie J. Clawson, 
Elizabeth Miller, 
Caroline Miller, 
Mary Miller, 
Mary E. Wall en, 
Vashti Blackwood, 
Barbara S. Elwell, 
Sallie P. Ereas, 
Sarah S. Walker, 
Lottie Rogers, 
Lois P. Sparks, 
Emma E. Adams, 
Thomas B. Kelsay, 
Kate Beatty, 
Ruth B. Ivins, 

SOMERSET. 
NAMES. 

John B. D. Myers, 
Louisa R. Wilson, 
Emily Hoagland, 
Rachel Van Yleck, 
Ellis A. Apgar, 
I. Luther Polhemus, 
S. McK. Wright, 
Jacob Wilson, 
Michael W. Scully, 
Harriet N. Bruyn, 
Ellen A. Nevius, 
Charles 0. Hoi mes, 
Charles E. Merwin, 
Mary G. Sutphen, 
Austin Apgar, 
Elias W. Rarick, 
Lewis H. Gause, 
Peter S. Garretson, 
John B. Whitenack, 
Rosie Holmes, 
Caroline Skillman, 
Lizzie Hoagland, 
Richard R. Hall, 

POST OFFICE. 

Salem. 
W oodstown. 
Salem. 
Salem. 
Eriesburg. 
Salem. 
Marlboro'. 
Salem. 
Salem. 
Salem. 
Elsinborough. 
Allowaystown. 
Pittstown. 
Allowaystown. 
Allowaystown. 
Salem. 
Quinton's Br g 
Daretown. 
Pitts' Grove. 
Salem. 
Salem. 

POST OFFICE. 

Branchburg, 
Millstone. 
Griggstown. 
Millstone. 
Bedminster. 
Hillsborough. 
Millstone. 
Millstone. 
Millstone. 
Hillsborough. 
Six Mile Run. 
Rocky Hill. 
Griggstown. 
Millstone. 
Peapack. 
Peapack. 
Plainfield. 
Millstone. 
Neshanic. 
Rocky Hill. 
Rocky Hill. 
Blawenburg. 
Neshanic. 
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WHEN ENTERED 

4th Term, Feb. 
5th 
5th 
5th 
6th 
8th 

2, 1857, 
Sept. 7, 1857, 
Sept. 7, 1857, 
Sept. 7, 1857, 
Feb. 17, 1858, 
Feb. 21, 1859, 

9th " Sept. 5, 1859, 
14th " Feb. 1862, 
15th " Sept. 5, 1862, 

WHEN ENTERED. 

6th Term, Feb. 17, 1858 
6 th <(  Feb. 17, 1858 
6th « Feb. 17, 1858 
7 th M Sept. 7, 1858 
7th a Sept. 7, 1858 
7th u Sept. 7, 1858 
8th u Feb. 21, 1859 
8th a Feb. 21, 1859 
8th a Feb. 21, 1859 
8th a Feb. 21, 1859 
8th tc Feb. 21, 1859 
9th a Sept. 5, 1859 
9th a Sept. 5, 1859 
9th u Sept. 5, 1859 
9th a Sept. 5, 1859 
9th a Sept. 5, 1859 
9th a Sept. 5, 1859 

11th a Sept. 3, 1860 
11th a Sept. 3, 1860 
12th a Feb. 1861 
12 th u Feb. 1861 
12th u Feb. 1861 
14 th u Feb. 1862 
14th a Feb. 1862 
15th u Sept. 1862 
16th a Feb. 9, 1863 
17 th u Sept. 9, 1863 
17th u Sept. 9, 1863 
17th u Sept. 9, 1863 

SUSSEX. 
NAMES. 

G. Berry, 
J. Ogden Kern, 
George V. Griggs, 
Isabella Lawrence, 
Mary L. Manning, 
Wm. D. Casterline, 
Anna Emmons, 
Asa Morehous, 
S. Dawson Woodruff, 
UNION. 

POST OFFICE. 

Newton. 
Deckertown. 
Newton. 
Stanhope. 
Branchville. 
Stillwater. 
Wantage. 
Vernon. 
Sparta. 

WHEN ENTERED. 

1st Term, Oct. 1, 1855, 
5th " Sept. 7, 1857, 

Harriet S. Huntsman, 
Sarah E. Townley, 
Wm. J. Gibby, 
Carrie B. Woodruff, 
Chris. D. Woodruff, Jr., 
Elizabeth Whaley, 
Mrs. Anna A. Gunn, 
Annie Dennett, 
Mary J. Gibby, 
Andrew D. Rowe, 
Samuel A. Willson, 
Julia A. Clark, 
Sarah J. Martin, 
Minnie C. Hicks, 
Anna P. Parkhurst, 
David Vail, 
George W. Breen, 
Lucretia II. Sayre, 
Sarah A. Faulks, 
Aug. T. Grinsted, 
Julia B. Vermeule, 
Sarah W. Stansbury, 
Frances E. Shotwell, 
Charity Moore, 
Maggie A. Monroe, 
Eliza Constantine, 
Mary F. Maxson, 
Belle Randolph, 
Fannie M. Kline, 

WARREN. 
NAMES. 

Thos. J. Willever, 
Sara M. Bunting, 

POST OFFICE. 

Elizabeth. 
New Providence 
Rahway. 
Elizabeth. 
Rahway. 
Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth. 
Rahway. 
Elizabeth. 
Plainfield. 
Rahway. 
Rahway. 
Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth. 
Plainfield. 
Plainfield. 
Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth. 
Plainfield. 
Plainfield. 
Rahway. 
Rahway. 
Rahway. 
New Providence 
Plainfield. 
Plainfield. 
Plainfield. 

POST OFFICE. 

Asbury. 
Hackettstown. 
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WHEN ENTERED. 

5th Term Sept. 7, 1857 
5th U Sept. 7, 1857 
6th u Feb. 17, 1858 
7th u Sept. 7, 1858 
7th u Sept. 7, 1858 
9th U Sept. 5, 1859 
9th U Sept. 5, 1859 
9th (C Sept. 5, 1859 
9th <(  Sept. 5, 1859 

11th a Sept. 3, 1860 
11th a Sept. 3, 1860 
11th u Sept. 3, 1860 
11th u Sept. 3, 1860 
14th 6i Feb. 1862 
16th a Sept. 9, 1863 
17th a Sept. 7, 1863 
17th a Sept. 7, 1863 

Laura A. Blair, 
Lizzie E. Thomson, 
John H. Hagertj, 
Hiram V. Maring, 
Bella Young, 
Wm. M. Hartpence, 
Selina E. Fleming, 
Jacob C. Rinehart, 
Andrew S. Lowe, 
Morris D. Rouse, 
John R. Melick, 
Jennie Hardy, 
Christina Riser, 
Fannie E. Ayres, 
Matilda B. Godshalk, 
Wm. H. H. Warman, 
Geo. F. Wheeler, 

POST OFFICE. 

Allamuchy. 
Port Colden. 
Phillipsburg. 
Allamuchy. 
Allamuchy. 
Broadway. 
Hope. 
Franklin. 
Knowlton. 
Belvidere. 
New Village. 
Franklin. 
Belvidere. 
Independence. 
Phillipsburg. 
Belvidere. 
Stewartsville. 

NAMES OF PUPILS FROM OTHER STATES. 
12th Term, Feb. 1861, William Harper, Jr., Tullytown, Pa. 
14th " Feb. 1862, Virginia Benjamin, Philadelphia. Pa. 
17th " Sept. 7, 186-3, Jennie R. Cullingworth, Manayunk, Pa. 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 

RECEIPTS. 

$28 52 
9,500 00 
1,518 17 

366 40 
65 41 
1 85 

468 00 

$11,948 35 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Salaries paid, ..... $9,550 48 
R e n t ,  . . . . . .  1 , 2 0 0  0 0  
Books and Stationery, .... 433 30 
Coal for 1 862 and 1863, ... 341 50 
Postage Stamps, ..... 51 69 
Incidental Expenses, .... 243 76 
Gas and Water, ----- 127 62 

$11,948 35 

B a l a n c e ,  . . .  
Warrants of the Governor, 
Tuition in Model School, 
Use of Lib rary and Stationery, -
Interest repaid by the State, 
Cash received for Books, 
Balance due the Treasurer, -


