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REPORT OF TH E TR USTEES. 

To the Senate and Creneral Assembly of the State of New 
Jersey : 

By the fourth section of the act to establish a State Nor
mal School, passed on the ninth day of February, 1855, it is 
made the duty of the Board of Trustees to present to the 
Legislature annually, a report containing an account of their 
own doings, and of the progress and condition of the school. 
In obedience to this requirement, the Trustees beg leave to 
submit their sixth annual report. 

The number of pupils who have been under instruction in 
the Normal School during the past year, has been one hun
dred and forty-eight, of whom forty-two were males and one 
hundred and six females. The whole number of those who 
have enjoyed the benefits of the school since its first organi
zation, is four hundred and fifteen, including one hundred and 
twenty-three males and two hundred and ninety-two females. 
It will thus be seen how large a proportion of those who are 
qualifying themselves to become teachers of common schools 
in New Jersey are females. 

In the Model School, the whole number of pupils that 



have been in attendance during the past year, is two hun
dred and eighty, of whom, one hundred and thirty-eight were 
males and one hundred and forty-two females. Of these, 
one hundred and ninety-nine were from the city of Trenton, 
fifty-six from other parts of New Jersey, and twenty-five 
from other States. When it is remembered that this is not 
what is called a hoarding school, but only a day school, the 
large number of pupils attracted to it from a distance, is a 
striking proof of the reputation which it enjoys and the high 
character which it has already attained. In fact, it may be 
safely affirmed, that there are few, if any, schools to be found 
either in New Jersey or elsewhere, where more thorough and 
exact instruction is given, not only in the ordinary branches 
of English education, but also in the Latin and French lan
guages, in vocal music and in drawing. It is this Model School 
which in part distinguishes so favorably the Normal School of 
New Jersey from similar institutions in some other States. It 
answers a three-fold purpose. In the first place, it is a 
school of practice for the pupils of the Normal School. Here 
they learn the art, while at the same time they are taught the 
science of education. Here, under the eye of experienced in
structors, is put to the test their capacity to become teachers, 
which includes not merely the ability to impart knowledge, 
but also the power of governing a school. In this point of 
view, it is invaluable. 

In the next place, as its name indicates, it is intended as a 
model for imitation by other schools throughout the State— 
as a living example of what a good school really is. As such, 
it is continually visited by teachers, school trustees and mem
bers of boards of education from all parts of the State. 

And then, the Model School, considered as a source of 
revenue, is a most valuable auxiliary to the Normal School. 
It has enabled the Trustees to put that institution upon a 
more elevated footing, to conduct its operations upon a larger 
scale, and to provide for it greater aids and facilities for in
struction than could possibly have been done had they been 
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confined to the annual appropriation made by the State; for, 
it must not be forgotten, that in addition to the salaries of 
teachers, and the ordinary current expenses of the school, the 
Trustees have been obliged to pay large sums for the rent of 
the buildings occupied, for the furniture with which they have 
been supplied, and for the hooks, maps, drawings and other 
apparatus, which from time to time have been found necessary. 
Some additional teachers have been employed during the 
year, in order to render more complete the organization of 
the school. Able and competent men are now at the head of 
each department, and means are afforded for thorough in
struction in all ancient and modern languages, mathematics, 
engineering, scientific agriculture, drawing and vocal music. 
The number of teachers now employed in the Normal and 
Model Schools is thirteen, of whom seven are males and six 
females. Besides these, there are usually some five or six of 
the more advanced pupils in the Normal School who teach in 
the Model School. 

The library is in good condition, and has been largely in
creased during the year. It is becoming a valuable collec
tion. The whole number of volumes, including text books, is 
now upwards of six thousand. 

The annual examination of the Normal and Model Schools, 
at the close of the late term, began on Monday, the twenty-
first of January, and continued until the following Thursday. 
These examinations always excite interest, and draw together 
a large concourse of people ; and upon this occasion, although 
the weather during part of the time was very unfavorable, 
yet was the large assembly room of the Model School gene
rally well filled. The exercises, as usual, were highly credit
able both to preceptors and pupils ; and evinced, as they al
ways do, that the system of instruction here adopted, has for 
its object, not merely the infusion of knowledge, but what is 
of much greater importance, the due development of the 

faculties. 
But there were two features in this examination which were 
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novel as well as interesting. The one was a gymnastic ex
hibition by the pupils, which was witnessed with the utmost 
satisfaction. It afforded gratifying evidence that increased 
attention was beginning to be paid to the subject of physical 
education. So far as regards the females more particularly, 
who compose so large a proportion of the pupils in the Nor
mal School, it would seem to be absolutely necessary to the 
success of the institution, that systematic efforts should be 
made for the training and strengthening of their bodily no less 
than their intellectual faculties. The Trustees rejoice there
fore in being able to say, that physical education has at length 
become a recognized and important department in the Nor
mal School. A portion of each day is regularly set apart 
for it, and that ample time may be allowed for the purpose, 
a reduction has been made in the number of recitations. The 
results are already visible, in the improved health and spirits 
of the pupils. 

The other feature was the examination of a class in Scien
tific Agriculture, in presence of a committee of the State 
Agricultural Society. Among the topics which formed the 
subject of this examination were the following: The structure 
and growth of plants; the elements of soils and plants, or
ganic and inorganic; the relations between the soil and its 
productions; the mechanical improvement of soils; fertili
zers, subsoil ploughing, and draining. Numerous questions 
were asked by the members of the committee, and were 
promptly answered by the pupils in such a way as to give 
evidence of no little proficiency in this new branch of study. 
Its introduction into the Normal School, which was done in 
furtherance of the wishes of the State Agricultural Society, 
the Trustees regard as a matter of the utmost importance. 
New Jersey is emphatically an agricultural State; a large 
proportion of those who are educated in our common schools 
are destined to be cultivators of the soil; and it is therefore 
very much to be desired that those who are to become teach
ers in the schools should be qualified to give instruction in 
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the principles of science as applied to agriculture. It is a 
subject which has of late years occupied much attention, both 
in this country and in Europe, and it is becoming a popular 
branch of study in our higher schools and colleges. It might 
with great advantage be introduced into all our public schools, 
for the benefit, at least, of the more advanced pupils. 

The Preparatory School at Beverly, under the care of Mr. 
C. R. Abbott, is in a satisfactory condition, and promises at 
no distant day to realize all the hopes that have been formed 
of it. The whole number of pupils who have been under in
struction in it during the past year is one hundred and fifteen, 
of whom fifty five are males and sixty females. There are five 
teachers employed, three male and two female. The sum of 
twenty thousand dollars, bequeathed by the late Paul b arnum 
as a permanent endowment for this institution, has during 
the year been paid over by his executors to the trustees named in 
his will. They hold it in trust for the State of New Jersey, 
the interest to be applied to the support of the Farnum Pre
paratory School. He also devised to the same trustees, and 
for the same purposes, the school building in Beverly, and 
the lot of land on which it stands, for which he had expended 
some thirty thousand dollars. 

While then the State of New Jersey has paid, during the 
last six years, for the support of the Normal School, the sum 
of sixty thousand dollars, it may be well now to inquire what 
she has to show for this large expenditure. She has, in the 
first place, this building and land in Beverly, which cost 
thirty thousand dollars, together with the bequest of twenty 
thousand. In the next place, she has the furniture, books 
and apparatus of the Normal and Model Schools at Trenton, 
which are valued at ten thousand dollars; and then she has 
an interest in the Model School building, which now amounts 
to eight thousand dollars. This interest has been acquired 
by means of the redemption of tuition certificates, an arrange
ment the nature and operation of which are explained in our 
fourth annual report. These sums together, it will be seen, 
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amount to sixty-eight thousand dollars. The State has there
fore actually acquired funds and property available for the 
purposes of education, amounting to eight thousand dollars 
more than she has ever expended for the support of the Nor
mal School. So that, even in a pecuniary point of view, the 
investment made by the State has not been a bad one. 

But, far above and beyond all this, what New Jersey has to 
show, is a noble institution, of which any State might well 
be proud; an institution which has for its object the teaching 
of those who are themselves to become teachers, and which 
is therefore absolutely indispensable to the success of our 
whole system of common schools. Would that New Jersey 
had as much to show for all the money that has ever been 
appropriated by her Legislature. Then would she be rich 
indeed. For, after all, it is the institutions of charity 
and learning, which constitute the true wealth and glory of 
States. 

Before concluding this report, the Trustees ask to be in
dulged in some observations upon a subject which has been 
somewhat discussed of late, and which is more or less con
nected with our whole system of common schools. Notwith
standing the rapid improvement which of late years has taken 
place in the character of our public schools, and to which the 
Normal School has so materially contributed, still, we are 
told that crime is increasing in New Jersey with fearful rapid
ity. This allegation is based upon the fact that the number 
of convicts in our State Prison, bears a much larger propor
tion to our whole population, than it did twenty years ago. 
Hence, it is argued, that the diffusion of education among 
the people has, at least, not had the effect of diminishing 
crime ; and then the inference is drawn, that the kind of edu
cation given in our common schools, is not exactly what it 
should be. 

Now the fact that the number of convicts in our State 
Prison has increased in a greater ratio than our population 
is admitted ; but, before this fact can be made to bear in any 
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way upon our system of popular education, it is necessary 
that we should see from what classes of the community it is, 
that these convicts come. For, if it should appear that 
among those who have been subjected to the influence of our 
common schools, crime is really increasing, then it is incum
bent upon those who advocate our system of public education 
to show that it, at least, has not contributed to that result 
But if, on the other hand, it can be made manifest that 
among those who have enjoyed the benefits of our common 
schools, crime, as indicated by the number of convicts in the 
State Prison, instead of increasing has diminished to a 
remarkable degree, then it furnishes a most triumphant argu

ment in favor of that system. 
The following table, compiled from the repor_ 

Keeper of our State Prison, will show the w 1 0 e 
convicts on the 31st of December, in the years 1844 1852, 
1857, and 1860, and from what classes o P 

they were drawn: 
December 31st, 1844- ^ 

Whole number of convicts, - ^g 
Natives of New Jersey, - .19 
Foreigners, - 42 
Natives of other States, - .61 
Colored, 

December 31st, 185— 

Whole number of convicts, " 89 
Natives of New Jersey, - " .63 

Foreigners, - .38 
Natives of other States, - _ 53 
Colored, - " ^ 18r7 

December 31st, 18 • 

Whole number of convicts, - _ 88 
Natives o f  New Jersey, " "  . 8 1  

Foreigners, - _ 66 
Natives of other States, - " .56 
Colored, 
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December 31sf, 1860. 
Whole number of convicts, 401 
Natives of New Jersey, 134 
Poreigners, - 143 
Natives of other States, - 124 
Colored, - 83 

While the population of the State since 1844 has nearly 
doubled itself, it will be seen by a reference to these tables 
that the number of convicts in the State Prison who are na
tives of New Jersey has been nearly stationary, while that of 
foreigners and natives of other States has increased with the 
most extraordinary rapidity. And if from the natives of 
New Jersey we deduct the colored convicts, all of whom, 
with a very few exceptions, are included in that class, it will 
be found that there were in the year 1844, but 87 white 
prisoners who were natives of New Jersey; in the year 1852, 
but 36; in the year 1857, but 32; and in the year 1860, 
but 51. 

Of the population of New Jersey in 1855, there were about 
444,000 native whites, about 100,000 foreigners, including 
natives of other states, and about 24,000 blacks. And yet, 
in 1857, the number of black convicts was nearly double that 
of native whites, and the number of foreign convicts, including 
those from other states, more than four times as great. In 
other words, the proportion of convicts among the blacks 
was about two and a third out of every thousand; among the 
foreign population, about one and a half out of every thou
sand ; and among the native whites, about one out of every 
fourteen thousand. 

These results are striking and decisive. They show con
clusively that so far as the increase of crime in New Jersey 
is indicated by the growing number of convicts in our State 
Prison, that increase is confined entirely to our foreign popu
lation ; and that so far as our native white population is 
concerned, crime, instead of increasing, has diminished to 
the most extraordinary extent. And now, let it be remem
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bered, that with but few exceptions it is this native white 
population alone which has enjoyed the benefits of our com
mon school system. What then becomes of the clamor that 
we have so often heard of late, to the effect that " crime is 
increasing and the school fund wasted." It is shown to be 
utterly destitute of foundation. It is a libel upon the fair 
fame of our State, and does foul wrong to our noble system 
of public instruction. 

The Trustees beg leave to call the attention of the Legisla
ture to the Report of the Principal, hereto annexed. It will 
be found to contain detailed information, of great value, con
cerning the progress and condition of the Institution. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
By order of the Board. 

R. S. FIELD, President. 
TRENTON, February 9, 1861. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Showing the Receipts and Disbursements of the State Normal 
School, for the year ending February 9, 1861. 

RECEIPTS. 

Governor's warrants for the annual appropria
tion of $10,000—less $233.68, paid for dis
counts on the same, $9,766 32 

Interest returned—amount paid on discount of 
last year's warrants, 177 58 

Amount received from scholars of the Normal 
School, for stationery, and for the use of the 
library and text books, 582 35 

Amount received for tuition in the Model 
School, M47 46 

Balance due the Treasurer, 35 82 

$13,909 53 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Amount due the late Treasurer, William M. 

Force, Esq., $700 00 
Salaries, 10,273 27 
Rent of Model School, 1,200 00 
Stationery, books, incidentals, including sundry 

bills for previous years, 1,003 31 
Balance of old account due Prof. Guyot, 732 95 

$13,909 53 
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The Model School has also redeemed tuition certificates to 
the amount of $1814 ; and the State has acquired an interest 
in the building to that amount, during the year. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES T. SHERMAN, Treasurer. 



REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL. 

To the Honorable the Board of Trustees of the New Jersey 
State Normal School: 

GENTLEMEN : 
Document A., accompanying tliis report, exhibits the 

number of pupils in attendance at the Normal School during 
each successive term since its organization in October, 18<>5. 
Document B. comprises the second triennial register of the 
officers and students, being from Anno Domini 1858 to Anno 
Domini 1861, together with a catalogue of the successive 
graduating classes brought down to the close of the tenth 
term, ending January 24th, ultimo. Document C. exhibits 
the progress of the Library for the past year, including the 
additions made to the collection of graphical, chemical and 
philosophical apparatus. To these documents I respectfully 
refer you for such detailed information upon these topics as 
it has been deemed necessary to give to your Honorable 
Board. 

NUMBER OF PUPILS. 

By an inspection of the table in Document A., it will be 
seen that the attendance at the school has not varied materially 
during the ninth and tenth terms from that of preceding 
years. Since the beginning of the second year, the number 
has not been less than 87 nor greater than 140, but has, ow-
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ing to various causes, somewhat fluctuated between those fig
ures. The value and success of an institution of this kind 
are not to he measured by the deceptive fact of imposing 
numbers, but rather by its influence in moulding public senti
ment, in improving the common schools, and in elevating the 
standard of education among the masses of the people. It is 
vastly more important that a feiv should be well trained, 
thoroughly imbued with the spirit of their profession, and sent 
forth as efficient missionaries in the great field of educational 
reform, than that the Normal School should be burdened 
with a full attendance of those whose preparation must, from 
the necessity of large numbers, become imperfect and unsat
isfactory. Nothing can be more destructive of the true ob
jects of a school than the pressure of excessive numbers. 
Where large masses of pupils are congregated in one school, 
the classes themselves must necessarily be numerous as well 
as overburdened with pupils, rendering the exercise of that 
personal influence over each member by the teacher, which is, 
after all, the chief moulding power in education, impossible. 
Indeed, this evil is of great magnitude, and of too nearly 
universal prevalence, not only in city, but in country schools 
everywhere. It is tolerated from motives of a mistaken 
economy, and perpetuated through a too general misapprehen
sion of its demoralizing and destructive tendency. There 
is a limit beyond which this law of aggregation should not 
be allowed to operate unless amply provided for by the requi
site buildings, by a liberal teaching force and a proper gra
dation and classification of the pupils. 

GRADUATING CLASSES. 

Since the date of the last report two classes have completed 
the prescribed course of training, and have gone forth to en
gage in the service of public instruction. It will be observed 
that a change of policy in respect to the graduation of pupils 
has been inaugurated, since the commencement of the year. 
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Previous to the opening of the 9th term, it was customary to 
graduate hut one class during the year. Experience proved 
this plan to be not only inconvenient, but liable to grave ob
jections. Fresh classes have always been admitted at the 
beginning of each term, or twice in the year. In order to 
preserve our classification under this practice, it was found 
necessary frequently to unite the A and B Divisions and 
graduate them together, although the latter was not able fully 
to complete the course. We were thus left, for one term in 
the year, without an A Division, and for another, without a 
B Division. These, with other difficulties not necessary to 
mention, are now obviated by graduating a class at the end of 
each term, instead of once in a year as heretofore. Anothei 
feature of the new policy, believed to bo still more important, 
is that those members of the class who have never had expe
rience in teaching, are required to enter upon a probation of 
six months, in the public schools, and to produce satisfactory 
evidence of their ability to organize and conduct a school, 
before receiving a Diploma of full graduation. The course of 
study being completed they are subjected to a rigorous final 
examination upon all the subjects embraced in it. ibis oide.il 
continues through one full week and is private. If the result 
be satisfactory, the candidates are passed in respect to schol
arship and theoretical attainments only, and after having had 
a sufficient test of their powers to demonstrate their ability 
to succeed in practice, they are clothed with the highest 
honors of the institution. Those who have taught before 
entering the school and who are able to afford reliable refer
ences as to practical skill in teaching and governing, are ex
empted from the trial referred to, and passed at once to full 
graduation. 

The advantages of this plan are numerous. In the first 
place, it relieves the institution from the responsibility of en
dorsing those who from the want of experience or native 
adaptation, may fail in the practice of their calling. This 
probation subjects their aptitudes and skill to a rigorous test. 
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If this trial he satisfactory, hut little risk is incurred in con
ferring upon the candidate the coveted Diploma. In the 
second place, it stimulates the aspirant for professional honors 
to the highest efforts for success at a time when his chances 
of success are the most dubious, and when, therefore, his 
best efforts are the most imperatively demanded. In the 
third place, it induces him to seek with promptitude and 
earnestness, after leaving the institution, a position in which 
his influence may at once be exercised for the benefit of a 
cause he feels in honor bound to serve. And finally, it ren
ders the graduation of an incompetent teacher almost an im
possibility, and thus greatly enhances the value and influence 
of a recommendation from the Normal School, whose endorse
ment should be such as to warrant its acceptance by the pub
lic with an abiding confidence. 

DIPLOMA SHOULD HAVE THE FORCE OF A STATE CERTIFICATE 

OF QUALIFICATION. 

The State Superintendent of Public Schools, having pre
sented to the Legislature a codification of the heretofore 
scattered and in many respects incongruous school laws of 
this State, has inserted therein a section which gives to the 
diploma of the Normal School the authority of a State cer
tificate of qualification for two years from the date thereof, 
and perpetually thereafter, provided the holder shall submit 
to a reexamination by the faculty of the school once in two 
years, and receive from them a certificate of the satisfactory 
character of such examination. This is a just, and at the 
same time an important discrimination in favor of trained 
teachers. It will undoubtedly stimulate an increased at
tendance at the institution, and thus greatly multiply its 
usefulness. The biennial examination of the graduates by 
their former teachers will prove to be a powerful incentive 
for them to increase their qualifications, and to keep pace 
with a constantly advancing standard of educational require-
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more unequivocal terms the favorable results which have ac
crued to the State from the preparation and employment of 
those who have gone forth as the missionaries of a new and 
better dispensation. 

But a still more satisfactory because more extended inves
tigation of these results, has been made by the State Super
intendent of public schools, and is recorded in the annual 
report of that officer for the past year to the Legislature. 
From this report it will be seen that more than sixty of the 
two hundred townships of the State have during the past 
year employed one or more teachers who have been instructed 
in the Normal School. In reply to the question, " How do 
these teachers compare with those heretofore employed ? ' 
there is but one township out of those reported which answers 
unfavorably. On the other hand, nearly all of the town su
perintendents questioned upon the subject, speak in terms of 
unqualified approbation of the Normal trained teachers, giving 
them a decided preference over others who have not enjoyed 
such advantages. From these statements, it will be seen that 
about one-third of all the townships in the State are enjoying 
within the brief space of five years from the establishment of 
the school the substantial benefits which it is so well calcula
ted to confer; and it will be further observed that one-third 
of the town superintendents of the State, who have no interest 
in misrepresenting the facts, have borne the strongest testi
mony in favor of the graduates and undergraduates of this 
institution. And when it is remembered that of the class re
ferred to not more than one-third are graduates—who alone 
are fitted properly to represent the school—is there not an 
abundant reward for the labors and sacrifices of the past and 
the most ample encouragement for continued hope, persistent 
effort and reasonable liberality for the future. If we would be
hold our State rising up great and beautiful in the future, ever 
true to the promise of the glorious sufferings, martyrdoms, and 
memories of the past, let us frown forever upon all efforts to 
undermine the foundations upon which alone her prosperity and 



greatness can repose. An eminent English writer on educa
tion remarks that " it is to this interior world, to the endur
ing soul of man, that the legislator for millions and genera
tions ought to look. If that be pure and sound, there is no 
fear of what may proceed from it. Teach and habituate the 
people to make right use of the faculties which God has given 
them and then trust them fearlessly to themselves. II ith 
such a guide within them it little matters who may be over 
them. Self-government, of all governments, becomes then 

the easiest and the best." 
The subjoined abstract of the statements of town superin

tendents is taken from the annual report of the State Super
intendent hereinbefore mentioned. 

BERGEN. 

Harrington township—Ordinary teacher—never completed 

his course. 

BURLINGTON. 

Beverly township—A good teacher, but not superior to two 

others. .. 
Mansfield—A female quite young—does very well. 
Chester—Very well. 
Southampton—Very favorably indeed. 
Springfield—Ho difference. 
Egg Harbor—Good teacher. 

CAMDEN. 

Newton township—Favorably. 
Delaware—Favorably. 
Union—II ell. 

CAPE MAT. 

Middle township—Favorably. 
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HUNTERDON. 

Readington township—Give no better satisfaction. 
Raritan—Superior in every respect. 
Delaware—Very well. 

MERCER. 

Trenton—Yery good. 
Princeton—F avorably. 
East "Windsor—Favorably. 
Hamilton—About equal. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Woodbridge township—Well. First rate. 

MONMOUTH. 

Upper Freehold—Do not succeed as well as others. 
F reehold—W ell. 
Shrewsbury—About the same. 
Wall—Can't get them. 
Middletown—Well. 

MORRIS. 

Roxbury township—Better. 
Morris—A good teacher. 
Pequannock—Superior to some. 
Rockaway—Favorably. 
Hanover—Above the average. 

OCEAN. 

Dover—F avorably. 
Toms River—Superior. 
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PASSAIC. 

Paterson—Fair. 
Manchester—About the same. 

SALEM. 

Lower Penn's Neck—Favorably. 
Upper Alloways Creek—Good. 
Pittsgrove—Favorably. 

SOMERSET. 

Bedminster township-Very little difference. 
Branchburg—One, superior ; other, ordinary. 
Bridgewater—Better teachers. 

SUSSEX. 

Hardyston township—Superior to the average of others. 

Frankfort—Average. 
Byram—Preferred to all others. 

UNION. 

Union township—Doing admirably. . „ 
Rahway—Much more thorough and eflie.ent than othera. 

Springfield—Favorably. 
Plainfield—It is striking, lhe JNoima 

the attention and interest of the class, ant 
employs in teaching are analytical ant ex ia 

New Providence—Favorably. 

WARREN. 

Greenwich township—Favorably. 
Hackettstown—Will make a goo te" ̂ Qr to others who 
Independence—Favorably, i > 

are called good teachers without Normal ra 
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When it is remembered that a large majority of the Nor
mal teachers thus compared, are quite young, and most of 
them are making their first attempts at teaching, while brought 
into competition frequently with teachers of more experience, 
the result is quite surprising. Yery great advantages would 
be gained in behalf of public education if the standard of 
admission at the Normal School, as to age and attainment, 
could be raised. In other professions, the candidate has, in 
most cases, completed an entire course of general education 
at the academy and the college, and has reached a much 
more advanced age before being admitted to the seminary, 
the law school or the medical college for his special training. 
Thus it should, and eventually must be with those who 
aspire to the profession of the teacher, which, when rightly 
appreciated, will become the most learned of all the profes
sions. At present, however, it is far otherwise. A teacher's 
chief qualification is too often the low standard of his pecu
niary expectations. When a teacher is to be employed and 
paid, there is generally a crisis in the money market of every 
school district. Hence young and inexperienced applicants, 
with moderate financial calculations, are those who best suit 
" the ways of the hour." The Normal Schools of our coun
try are therefore burdened by the attendance of those who 
are young and inexperienced, who know not their real needs, 
whose minds are not sufficiently expanded by previous gene
ral culture, and who, as an inevitable consequence, are un
fitted to reap to their full and proper extent the advantages 
of the professional training which it is their true purpose to 
impart. Time, a more enlightened public sentiment, and a 
higher appreciation of the objects and advantages of educa
tion, together with the means requisite for its promotion as a 
fundamental interest of society, must be relied upon to cor
rect these evils and to usher in " that good time coming " 
when the right shall constitute might, and when the aims and 
efforts of mankind shall be truly directed to the conservation 
of all that can adorn, dignify and bless the race. 
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COURSE OF STUDY—SCIENTIFIC AGRICULTURE. 

The course of study has been somewhat expanded during 
the past year, by the admission of several branches bearing 
upon the important department of Scientific Agriculture. In 
former reports I have alluded to the necessity for a more 
general cultivation of scientific studies through our common 
schools. It has appeared to me that the most feasible mode 
of accomplishing this reform would be to introduce such sub
jects as it seemed desirable to popularize into the Jsormal 
School, and through it to the schools of the people. At the 
request of the Executive Committee of the State Agricultural 
Society a plan has been devised by means of which the above 
object may be realized, and at the same time, as is believed, 
a powerful impetus given to the work of diffusing a moie gen
eral knowledge of the principles and practice of Agriculture. 
This plan, drawn up somewhat in detail, together with the 
reasons therefor, and the results as far as realized, will be 
found among the accompanying documents of this report. It 
was presented in the form of a report to the State Agiicul-
tural Society, at its last meeting, and is published in the 
transactions of the society for the past year. (Document D.) 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION. 

That education should be in harmony with the nature, v ants, 
and destiny of the individual, is a truth which will be ques
tioned by no one laying the slightest claim to intelligence on 
this subject. And yet in practice how utterly do we find our
selves at variance with our theory. How little must that 
scheme of education be in harmony with man s nature and 
wants, which" practically ignores the existence of his material 
organism, and of the relations which it sustains to those mys
terious spiritual forces which inhabit it, and whose servant it 
is designed to be. How sadly is the harmony of our nature 
marred, how seriously unbalanced does the intricate machin
ery of this complex being become, by the almost universal 
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prevalence of the maxim in practice, that the mind alone is 
all there is of man. Insanity, idiocy, vice, and crime, no less 
than the other " thousand ills that flesh is heir to," are, for 
the most part, the legitimate fruits of a distorted education. 
Moral no less than physical evils may be the result of physi
cal sins. God has written his laws no less palpably upon our 
bodies than upon our souls, and if we take the current scien
tific interpretation of the term natural law to be an expres
sion of Divine thought, a revelation of the Divine will, we 
are led irresistibly to the conclusion that the voice of the 
Eternal is ever reverberating through the inmost chambers of 
our being, commanding us to protect and preserve this beauti
ful temple which is so " fearfully and wonderfully made," 
which is the residence of the undying spirit and the instru
ment through which it must commune with the material uni
verse around it. In our nature we are corporeal as well as 
spiritual existences. In this eventful life we want not only 
a body, but a vigorous, healthy body. The great problem of 
spiritual development which we are placed here below to 
solve cannot be properly worked out if that spirit is chained 
to a debilitated and diseased body. Physical vigor is the 
first condition of eflicient action, whether of body or mind. 
Physical education therefore is not a matter of choice merely 
but of necessity, if our human nature is to be brought up to 
the stature of perfect manhood, in harmony with the design 
of the All-wise Creator. 

But physical exercises, to be of much value, must be sys
tematic, agreeable, well-directed and thoroughly distributed, 
so that each muscle shall be brought under proper discipline. 
In other words, this department of education, equally with 
all others, requires that means be ada pted to secure legitimate 
ends. The training must be based upon a knowledge of the 
structure and functions of the body, and of the part it is de
signed to play in the economy of life. 

No system of physical culture heretofore presented to the 
public, has been so well calculated to meet all requirements as 
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that developed by Dr. D. Lewis, of Boston, before the Amer
ican Institute of Instruction, at its meeting in August last. 
This system does not require the use of complicated and ex
pensive apparatus. It combines, in an unprecedented de
gree, the requisites of exercise and amusement. It is adapted 
alike to the family, the social circle, the school and the gym
nasium. It introduces an almost endless variety of games, in 
which the spirit of emulation is allowed free play, thus lending 
a charm to the calisthenic lesson before unknown. The sim
plicity of these exercises, their attractive, and at the same 
time, their philosophical character cannot fail to commend 
them to universal favor. Their general introduction into the 
schools of the country is only a question of time. 

This system, I am happy to say, is in successful operation 
in the Normal School, where it has been efficiently practiced 
for the past four months. The results are already apparent 
in the improved health of the pupils, and in the consequent 
increased activity and vigor of their minds. As yet, only a 
fair beginning has been made in the system, but, aided by 
the monthly " Journal of Physical Culture," issued by the 
accomplished gymnast referred to, it is rapidly unfolding, 
and is proving itself to be an unfailing source of pleasure and 
profit. A brief exhibition of the class was given during the 
late examination of the Normal School, and it afforded great 
delight to the large audience in attendance. Prom present 
indications, it is evident that the education of the body is 
henceforth to assume its proper place in the routine of our 
schools and that the rational theory of harmonious develop
ment is to be more fully realized in the culture of the hu
man powers than heretofore. 

MODEL SCHOOL. 

This department of the Normal School establishment is in 
a healthful condition. It is as liberally patronized as could 
be expected, not only by the citizens of Trenton, but by the 
people at large, and by the residents of other States. The docu 



ments accompanying this report will give you the details as to 
the number and residence of the pupils in this branch of the 
school. I am of the opinion that the objects of the Model 
School as a means for the practical training of teachers will 
be better realized by the organization therein of one or two 
departments to be taught exclusively by members of the ad
vanced classes in the Normal School, the studies to be limited 
strictly to the elementary branches. Pupils to this depart
ment may be admitted at a low rate of tuition which will afford 
satisfactory remuneration for the labor bestowed upon them 
and for the use of the necessary books and stationery. The 
adoption of this plan would secure a more thorough trial of 
the teaching talent of the Normal pupil and would also afford 
him a foretaste of the responsibilities which are in store for 
him as the master of a public school. If there be no objec
tion to this suggestion, it is proposed to give it practical 
effect during the coming year. 

FARNUM PREPARATORY SCHOOL. 

This institution is contributing materially to the advance
ment of education. Besides affording excellent opportunities 
to the people of the immediate neighborhood, for the education 
of their children, it is giving professional instruction to a goodly 
number of those who have chosen the work of instruction as 
a permanent occupation. There are at the present time no 
less than 13 students in the school who are preparing for the 
duties of the teacher. Its usefulness must increase with 
time, and the day is not distant when it will be required for 
the purposes of an elementary Normal School, to be devoted to 
the preparation of teachers for the special work of conducting 
primary schools. It is evident that those who are detailed for 
duty in this class of schools need a peculiar training for 
their difficult task, quite unlike that given to the conductors 
of the more advanced grammar and graded schools now so 
rapidly multiplying throughout the country. The Normal 
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School system will not be perfected until this modification of 
it shall be secured, and the education of teachers shall thus 
be adapted to the peculiar places they are designed to occupy. 

CONCLUSION. 

Each passing year, gentlemen, serves but to strengthen the 
institution confided to your guardianship in the confidence 
and affections of the people of New Jersey. They are rapidly 
becoming convinced that it is ministering to their most press
ing wants, and they must soon settle down upon the policy of 
its permanent endowment. If it has been needed at all, and 
if the experiment to which it has been subjected has been 
successful, it is manifest that it will be as much required in 
the future as in the past. The interest which it serves, is not 
an ephemeral one, because education is not for a day, but for 
all time. The perpetuity of States and of nations is depend
ent upon the mental and moral culture of the people, espe
cially where the people are the sovereigns, and where the 
laws are but the expressions of the popular will. It behooves 
us, therefore, to stand up with unalterable devotion for those 
institutions which are alike the originators, the conservators, 
and the promotors of civilization and good government. Let 
us be willing ever to bear, to do, to sacrifice and, if need be, 
to suffer in a cause so fraught with the imperishable interests 
of humanity. 

For your continued confidence and generous support 
through the year now closing upon our mutual labors, be 
pleased, gentlemen, to accept my grateful acknowledgements, 
with the assurance that it shall ever be my aim in the future 
to deserve the approbation so liberally accorded through the 
entire period of our agreeable intercourse in the past. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
WM. F. PHELPS, 

Principal. 
NEW JERSEY STATE NORMAL SCH OOL, J 

February 9th, 1861. J 
3 



D  O C U M E N T S  

ACCOMPANYING THE SIXTH ANNUAL REPORI 

OF THE 

PRINCIPAL OF THE NORMAL SCHOOL. 



DOCUMENT A. 

Statistics of Attendance at the New Jersey State Normal 
School and its Branches, since its Organization. 

NUMBER OF PUPILS. 

term, First 
Second 
Third 
F ourth 
Fifth 
Sixth 
Seventh 
Eighth 
Ninth 
Tenth 
Eleventh 

The following figures give the attendance of new 

during each term : 

First term, 
Second 
Third 
Fourth 
Fifth 
Sixth 

18 
22 
25 
21 
35 
29 
31 
38 
43 
32 
26 

Females. 

31 
47 
62 
69 
85 
68 
87 
71 
97 
79 
68 

Totals. 

44 
69 
87 
90 

120 
97 

118 
109 
140 
111 

94 

pupils 

44 
. 33 

28 
. 24 

53 
. 37 
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Seventh term, ----- 45 
Eighth " - - - - 31 
N i n t h  - - - - - -  60  
Tenth " - - - - - 30 
E l e v e n t h  "  - - - - -  3 2  

Total, - . - - - - 41 

The attendance at the Model School for the year, was as 
follows: 

February term, -
September " - - -
Of these, there were from the city 

of Trenton, -
From this State, outside of the city 

of Trenton, -
From other States, 

Boys. Girls. Total-

107 104 211 
110 119 229 

87 112 199 

35 21 56 
16 9 25 

FARNUM PREPARATORY SCHOOL. 

February term, 
September " 
Number preparing to teach, 

Boys. Girls. Total 

48 42 90 
38 38 76 
1 12 13 

RECAPITULATION. 

Normal School, February term, . . . Ill 
Model School, " " . . 211 
P r e p a r a t o r y  S c h o o l  "  "  . . .  9 0  

Total, • 412 
Normal School, September term, . . .94 
Model School, " « . . . 229 
Preparatory School, " " . . .76 

T o t a l ,  . . . . .  3 9 9  



DOCUMENT B. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

FIRST DISTRICT. 
Bridgeton. 
Salem. 

James G. Hampton, 
Joseph H. Thompson, 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

Richard S. Field, 
George F. Fort, 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

Peter I. Clark, 
Charles Sitgreaves, 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Thomas Lawrence, 
Lyman A. Chandler, 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

John P. Jackson, 
J. C. Thornton, 

AT LARGE. 
Frederick W. Ricord, State Superintendent 

Public Schools, ex officio, 
OFFICERS OF THE BOARD . 

Hon. R- S. Field, President. 
« F. W. Ricord, Secretary. 
" James T. Sherman, Treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE COM MITTEE. 
KciardS. Field, Ch.rl.s SUgre.ve,, 

F. W. Ricord. 

Princeton. 
New Egypt. 

Flemington. 
Phillipsburg. 

Hamburg. 
Rockaway; 

Newark. 
Newark. 
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BOARD OF INSTRUCTION. 

William F. Phelps, A. M., Principal. 
Sumner C. Webb, A. M. M. D., Vice Principal and Pro

fessor of Physiology and Elocution. 
Henry B. Pierce, A. M., Superintendent Model School. 
George W. Plympton, A. M., Professor of Mathematics? 

Natural Philosophy and Engineering. 
Rufus Sheldon, Professor of Ancient Languages and En

glish Literature. 
Homer J. Doucet, A. M., Professor of Modern Languages 

and Vocal Music. 
Mary F. Sheppard, Teacher of Geography, Analysis and 

Mental Arithmetic. 
Sarah J. Philps, Assistant in Model School. 
Lizzie Miller, " " " 
Mary Miller, 
C. J. McConnell, " " " 
H. Virginia Chatten," " " 
Matilda Lewis, " " " 

FARNUM PREPARATORY SCHOO L. 

Wm. F. Phelps, A. M., Principal. 
Charles R. Abbott, Vice Principal. 
Mrs. J. A. Abbott, Preceptress. 
Miss S. T. Greene, Assistant. 
A. Beaugureau, Teacher of Drawing. 
H. Pomerdne, Teacher of Vocal Music. 
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STUDENTS FROM 1858 TO 1861. 

LADIES. 

Year. 
1858. 

1859. 

1858. 
1859. 

1860. 

1858 
1859 

1860. 

1859 

1860 
1858 

C< 

1859 
1860 

Name. 
Acken, Martha A. 
Appleget, Harriet 
Arundale, Mary 
Ashmore, Fannie G. 
Ashmore, Sarah M. 
Anderson, Adaline 
Baldwin, Phebe J. 
Brown, Emma 
Ball, Sarah E. 
Bowen, Annie E. 
Bateman, Emma 
Board, Kate 
Baggs, Mary J. 
Blackwood, Yashti 
Ball, M. Augusta 
Bowne, Sarah R. 
Clawson, Maggie J. 
Clark, Julia A. 
Collins, Mary C. 
Chatten, H. Virginia 
Champion, Ann 
Champion, Mary 
Chester, Lizzie T. 
De Forest, Agnes M. 
Dennett, Annie 
Daymond, Sallie C. 
Dibben, Sarah J. 
Davis, Lucy W. 
Derrom, Jane 
Devlan, Fannie M. 

. Edwards, Hannah J. 
Errickson, Sallie 

. Emmons, Anna 

. Ellis, V. Louisa 

Post Office. 
Metuchen, 
Hightstown, 
Trenton, 

County. 
Middlesex. 
Mercer. 

Princeton, 
Caldwell, 
Trenton, 
Hanover, 
Hopewell, 
Cedarville, 
Franklin, 
New Brunswick, 
Allowaystown, 
Hanover, 
Trenton, 
Marlboro', 
Rahway, 
Galloway, 
Pennington, 
Upper, 

« 
Millville, 
Jersey City, 
Elizabeth, 
Trenton, 
Middletown, 
Stoe Creek, 
Paterson, 
Bordentown, 
Absecom, 
Friesburg, 
Wantage, 
Titusville, 

Essex. 
Mereer. 
Morris. 
Cumberland. 

« 
Bergen. 
Middlesex. 
Salem. 
Morris. 
Mereer. 
Salem. 
Union. 
Atlantic. 
Mercer. 
Cape May. 

u 
Cumberland. 
Hudson. 
Union. 
Mercer. 
Monmouth. 
Cumberland. 
Passaic. 
Burlington. 
Atlantic. 
Salem. 
Sussex. 
Mercer. 
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Year. Name. Post Office. County.' 

I860. Esten, Mary N. Pequannock, Morris. 
" Ellis, Carrie L. Trenton, Mercer. 
" Eckert, Jennie Hohokus, Bergen. 

1859. Flemming, Selina E. Hope, Warren. 
1860. French, Sarah C. New Brunswick, Middlesex. 

" Frazer, Sarah T Bordentown, Burlington. 
" Faulks, Sarah A. Elizabeth, Union. 

1858. Glenn, Lizzie T. Trenton, Mereer. 
" Garretson, Abbie Cape Island, Cape May. 

1859. Gunn, Anna S. Elizabeth, Union. 
" Gibby, Mary J. Railway, « 

" Green, A. R. Franklin, Hunterdon. 
" Garwood, Hannah C. Moorestown, Burlington. 

1858. Henry, Isabella D. New Brunswick, Middlesex. 
" Haywood, S. Augusta West Creek, Ocean. 

1859. Hutton, Laura H. Beverly, Burlington. 
" Hunt, Mary Trenton, Mercer. 
" Hall, Alice A. Camden, Camden. 
" Havens, Caroline Howell, Monmouth. 
" Hicks, Minnie C. Elizabeth, Union. 

1860. Hart Cornelia Titusville, Mercer. 
" Harker, Debbie Mullica Hill, Gloucester. 
" Heulings, Hettie T. Trenton, Mercer. 
" Hardy, Jennie Franklin, Warren. 
" Haines, Amanda Southampton, Burlington. 
" Hedden, Anna S. Middle town, Monmouth. 

1858. Ilsley, Isabella W. Trenton, Mercer. 
1859. Johnson, Catb'rn. J. C. Paterson, Passaic. 

" Johnson, Hattie P. Millville, Cumberland. 
" Jackson, Fannie E. Rockaway, Morris. 

1860. Johnson, Fannie E. Hanover, tt 
1858. Knerr, Kate M. Bridgeton, Cumberland. 

" Kuhl, Mary H. Copper Hill, Hunterdon. 
1860. Kingsland, Euphemia Union, Bergen. 

" Kiser, Christina Belvidere, Warren. 
1858. Lodor, Mary E. Trenton, Mercer. 
" Lewis, Matilda Madison, Morris. 

1859. Laird, Susie A. Trenton, Mercer. 
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Year. 
1859. 
1860. 

iC  

1858, 
<( 

1859 

Name. 

Lanning, Rachel A. 
Lafaucherie, E. H. 
Lott, Libbie 
Moore, Mary M. 
Miller, Maggie C. 
Morgan, Alice E. M. 
McGrath, Maggie H. D.Belleville, 

Post Office. 

Trenton, 
(C  

New Brunswick, 
Trenton, 
Goshen, 
Harrison, 

County. 

Mercer. 
« 

Middlesex. 
Mercer. 
Cape May. 
Hudson. 
Essex. 

Martin, Sarah J. Rahway, 
« McDougall, Anna R. Bordentown, 
" Miller, Elizabeth Salem, 
" Miller, Caroline 
" Miller, Mary 
" Mulford, Elizabeth 

1860. Mott, Isabella 
" Morton, Isabella 

1858. Nelson, Ada B. 
" Nevius, Matilda 

1859. Norton, Mary 
1860. Norris, Frances 

« Oliphant, Beulah A. 
« Obert, Ann 

1858. Pratt, Mary R. 
" Page, Lucy G. 

1859. Price, Mary E. 
" Price, Lucy A. 
" Parkhurst, Anna P. 
" Packer, Adelia E. 

1860. Polk, Mary C. 
1859. Redrup, Hattie A. 

" Runvon, M. Martinette Paterson, iumyou, Barbadoes, 
1860. Royce, Frances A. 

" Randolph, Mary E. 
1858. Stokes, Sarah S. 

" Sutphin, Rebecca Y. 
" Stowe, Elizabeth P. 
" Spaulding, Joanna T 

1859. Sutphen, Mary G. 
" Stelle Rachel M. 

Burlington. 
Salem. 

Roadstown, 
Trenton, 

Taylorsville, 
Trenton, 
Allen town, 
Pequannock, 
Medford, 
East Brunswick, 
Trenton, 
New Brunswick, 
Trenton, 

( (  

Elizabeth, 
Trenton, 

u 
Mansfield, 

Woodbridge, 
Trenton, 
Ringoes, 
Middletown, 
South Brunswick 
Millstone, 
Princeton, 

Cumberland. 
Mercer. 

Monmouth. 
Morris. 
Burlington. 
Middlesex. 
Mercer. 
Middlesex. 
Mercer, 

u 
Union. 
Mercer. 

a 
Essex. 
Passaic. 
Bergen. 
Middlesex. 
Mercer. 
Hunterdon. 
Monmouth. 
Middlesex. 
Somerset. 
Mercer. 



44 

Year. Name. Post Office. County. 
1859. Sharp, Lizzie Trenton, Mercer. 

" Sterling, Mary E. a 
" Sanders, Rachel E. Pennington, a 
" Stitt, Eliza R. Paterson, Passaic. 
" Sandy, Mary J. Ewing, Mercer. 

1860. Shepherd, Mary E. Shrewsbury, Monmouth. 
" Sproul, Anna Bordentown, Burlington. 
" Stockham, Elizabeth, « it 
" Southwick, Annie Trenton, Mercer. 
" Smith, Maggie J. New Brunswick, Middlesex. 
" Sherrad, Anna E. P. Trenton, Mercer. 
" Sayre, Lucretia H. Elizabeth, Union. 
" Savage, Marie T. South Brunswick, Middlesex. 

1858. Tuttle, Susanna A. Whippany, Morris. 
1859. Taylor, Josephine A. Newark, Essex. 
" Teed, Jennet C. Livingston, u 

1858. Van Kirk, Emma H. Salem, Salem. 
1860. Yliet, Emiline Bethlehem, Hunterdon. 
1858. Woodruff, Carrie B. Elizabeth, Union. 

" Whaley, Elizabeth u u 
1859. Wernham, Martha E. Jersey City, Hudson. 
" Wills, S. S. u « 

" Watson, Mary A. C. Belleville, Essex. 
" Wood, Alice M. M. Trenten, Mercer. 
" Wallen, Mary E. Elsinborough, Salem. 
" Wright, Annette H. Livingston, Essex. 
" Westcott, Sallie M. Fairton, Cumberland. 
" Westcott, Phebe R. u « 

" Wallace, Emma E. Medford, Burlington. 
1860. Williams, Mary L. Trenton, Mercer. 
" Whitlock, M. Lizzie Mendham, Morris. 
" Wetherby, Anna C. Clarksboro', Gloucester. 

1858. Young, Bella A llamuehy, Warren. 
1860. Zabriskie, Helen Y. New Barbadoes, Bergen.—144. 
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GENTLEMEN. 

Year. Name. Post Office. County. 
1858. Aller, Henry C. Pennington, Mercer. 
" Askew, George Pompton Plains, Morris. 

1859. Appleget, William D. West Windsor, Mercer. 
" itllinson, James Hamilton, " 

1860. Apgar, Austin Peapack, Somerset. 
" Allen, Horace M. Southampton, Burlington. 
" Allen, Milton H. Medford, " 

1858. Blew, Azariah N. New Brunswick, Middlesex. 
" Barton, William H. Trenton, Mercer. 
" Barton, James A. " • " 

1859. Bates, David H. Absecom, Atlantic. 
" Breen, George W. Plainfield, Union. 

1859. Casterline, William D., Stillwater, Sussex. 
" Canfield, Samuel A. Lodi, Bergen. 
" Conover, Edward Cranberry, Middlesex. 

1860. Camp, C. W. Trenton, Mercer. 
1858. Doremus, Henry B. Jacksonville, Morris. 

" De Hart, Robert H. Paterson, Passaic. 
1859. Field, J. Depue Readington, Hunterdon. 
1860. Force, Jr., Cyrus G. Roxbury, Morris. 
1858. Hunter, Robert Lodi, Bergen. 

" Huntsman, John F. Bridgeborough, Burlington. 
1859. Hasbrouck, Stephen Lodi, Bergen. 

" Haines, Franklin T. Chester, Burlington. 
" Haines, Albert H. Hainesport, " 
" Hartpence, Wm. M. Broadway, Warren. 

1860. Hazard, James H. Juliustown, Burlington. 
a Hampton, Charles G. Millville, Cumberland. 

1859. Ink, Joseph R. Mount Bethel, Northampton, 1 
1858. Jacobus, Henry Pompton Plains, Morris. 

" Kinney, Joseph T. Trenton, Mercer. 
1860. Kaighn, Maurice M. Blackwoodstown, Camden. 
1859. Lippincott, Charles Chester, Burlington. 
" Lowe, Andrew S. Knowlton, Warren. 

1858. *Maring, Hiram U. Allamuchy, 
" Merwin, Charles E. Griggstown, Somerset. 

•Deceased-
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Year. Name. Post Office. County. 

1859. McNeil, B. F. Trenton, Mercer. 
" McConnell, Charles J. « «< 

1858. Peer, Hansford R. Boonton, Morris. 
1859. Rowe, Andrew D. Elizabeth, Union. 
" Rinehart, Jacob C. Franklin, Warren. 

1860. Rarick, Elias W. Peapack, Somerset. 
" Rouse, Morris D. Belvidere, Warren. 

1858. Spragg, Richard S. Burlington, Burlington. 
" Snook, Alfred F. Pennington, Mercer. 

1859. Sanders, George C. ( (  « 

" Stonelake, James B. Newark, Essex. 
1860. Salmon, Andrew F. Flanders, Morris. 

" Tucker, John H. Wall, Monmouth. 
1859. Van Horn, Jacob Bergen Point, Hudson. 

" Vail, David Plainfield, Union. 
" Van Ness, Andrew J. Irvington, Essex. 

1858. Woodruff, Chris. D. Rahway, Union. 
" White, David Harrington, Bergen. 

1859. Willson, Samuel A. Plainfield, Union. 
1860. Walker, George W. Bordentown, Burlington.—I 

Ladies, - 144 
Gentlemen, - 56 

Total, • - 200 
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FIRST GRADUATING CLASS. 

LADIES. 

Names. 
Babbitt, Hattie W. 

Places. 
Mendham, 

Counties. 
Morris. 

Budd, Helen D. Chatham, << 

Colby, Kate S. Kingston, Middlesex. 
Collins, Elizabeth Hamilton, Mercer. 
Crane, Florinda B. Pine Brook, Morris. 
Darby, Sarah Elizabeth, Essex. 
*Draine, Keziah L, Trenton, Mercer. 
Fackrell, Fanny P. Elizabeth, Essex. 
Hazard, Ella Trenton, Mercer. 
Jones, Mary B. Pompton Plains, Morris. 
Knerr, Cornelia M. Bridgeton, Cumberland. 
Ludlam, Lizzie Dennis ville, Cape May. 
Lyon, Fannie C. Boonton, Morris. 
McKelway, Mary A. Bordentown, Burlington. 
Philps, Sarah J. Orange, Essex. 
Sheppard Mary F. Fairfield, Cumberland. 
Smith, Eudora E. Orange, Essex. 
Snowden, Mary J. Mullica Hill, Gloucester. 

Tuttle, Mary L. Hanover, Morris. 
Vanness, B.achel Pine Brook, U 

Woodruff, Willamina Deerfield, 

GENTLEMEN. 

Cumberland. 

Dennis, Laban Boonton, Morris. 

Doolittle, Myrick H. Schooley's Mountain, Morris. 

Ewing, William B. Greenwich, Cumberland. 
Farrand, Samuel A. Boonton, Morris. 

Felter, Stoddard A. Pine Brook, Morris. 

Fisher, Otis Trenton, Mercer. 

Holmes, Franklin Dennis, Cape May. 

* Deceased. 
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Ilowell, George W. Hanover, 
McCarty, Anthony B. Rockaway, 
Street, J. Fletcher Trenton, 
Willever, Thomas J. Asbury. 

Morris. 
Morris. 
Mercer. 
Warren. 

SECOND GRADUATING CLASS. ^ >FS ' 

LADIES. 

Names, Townships. Counties. 

Arrowsmith, Susan A. Lawrence, Mercer. 
Baker, Clara E. Trenton, U 

Camp, Annie Raritan, Hunterdon. 
Colby, H. Sophia New Brunswick, Middlesex. 
Coleman, Elizabeth T renton, Mercer. 

Cornish, Rachel M. Morris, Morris. 

Dayton, Sophia L. Pequannock, U 

Doughty, Annie E. Pequannock, U 

Follansbee, Elizabeth Hamilton, Mercer. 

Forman, Olivia G. L amber tville, Hunterdon. 

Howell, Susanna Pennington, Mercer. 

Johnson, Emeline B. Trenton, CC 

Jones, Ruth R. Salem, Salem. 

Kitchell, Annie L. Livingston, Essex. 

Logue, Marie L. Bridgeton, Cumberland. 

Marden, Lydia V. Trenton, Mercer. 
Maskell, Mary W. Salem, Salem. 
McKelway, Emma L. Bordentown, Burlington. 

Prior, Lavinia D. Salem, Salem. 

- Sergeant, Mary J. Raritan, Hunterdon. 

Scudder, Margaret A. Lawrenceville, Mercer. 
Tuttle, Emily B. Hanover, Morris. 

Wilson, Louisa R. Millstone, Somerset. 
Woodruff, Martha Bridgeton, Cumberland. 
Woolman, Georgiana Woodstown, Salem. 
Zabriskie, Jennie A. Bergen Point, Hudson. 
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GENTLEMEN. 

Apgar, Ellis A. Bedminster, Somerset. 
Berry, Garret Newton, Sussex. 
Cornish, George B. Morris, Morris. 
Ellis, Edward S. Titusville, Mercer. 
Earrand, Hiram Trenton, U 

Griggs, George V. Newton, Sussex. 
Harrison, Caleb M. Caldwell, Essex. 
Hasbrouck. Joseph Passaic, Passaic. 
Lyman, William Frenchtown, Hunterdon. 
Polhemus, Isaac L. Hillsborough, Somerset. 
Stout, Henry H. East Amwell, Hunterdon. 
Turton, Cyrus W. Hanover, Morris. 
Waters, Henry Hopewell, Cumberland. 
Woodruff, Robert S. Trenton, Mercer. 

THIRD GRADUATING CLASS. 

FIRST SECTION—LADIES. CP , 

Names, 

Acken, Mattie A. 
Places. 

Metuchin, 
Counties. 

Middlesex, 
Av'gf. 

79 
Baker, Emilie C. Salem, Salem, 76 
Cross, Leonora Shrewsbury, Monmouth, 79 
Disborough, Julia Perrinesville, <C 80 
Fisher, Caroline S. East Amwell, Hunterdon, , 82 
Hoyt, Anna Virginia Trenton, Mercer, 83 
Huntsman, Hattie S. Elizabeth, Union, 85 
Ilsley, Isabella W. Trenton, Mercer, 78 
Marshall, Lizzie U 83 
McChesney, Anna D. U U  82 
Mershon, L. S. u u 89 
Moore, Mary M. u ( 6  85 
Morgan, Alice E. M. Harrison, Hudson, 93 
Sanders, Rachel E. Hopewell, Mercer, 82 

4 
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Sparks, Anna Salem, 
Wernham, Mattie E. Jersey City, 
Wheeler, Mary Salem, 
Woodruff, Carrie B. Elizabeth, 

GENTLEMEN. 

Askew, George 
Chamberlin, J. S. 
Gibby, William J. 
Holmes, Charles 0. 
Kern, J. Ogden 
Kimble, Charles H. 
White, David 

Pompton Plains, 
Wertsville, 
Rahway, 
Rocky Hill, 
Deckertown, 
Moorestown, 
Harrington, 

SECOND SECTION—LADIES. 

Bloodgood, Clara 
Bunting, Sarah M. 
Coleman, Mary V. 
Cox, Mary W. 
Clock, Sarah R. 
Deforest, Agnes M. 
Knerr, Kate M. 
Miller, Maggie C. 
Murphy, Lizzie 
Sharpless, Sarah 
Swaim, Mary R. 

Woodbridge, 
Hackettstown, 
Trenton, 
West Creek, 
New Brunswick, 
Jersey City, 
Bridgeton, 
Goshen, 
Princeton, 
Camden, 
Newark, 

GENTLEMEN. 

Bellis, Alex. L. Ringoes, 
Casterline, Wm. D. Stillwater, 
DeHart, Robert H. Paterson, 

Salem, 
Hudson, 
Salem, 
Union, 

77 
98 
95 

Morris, 86 
Hunterdon, 91 
Union, 97 
Somerset, 88 
Sussex, 92 
Burlington, 82 
Bergen, 83 

Middlesex. 
Warren. 
Mercer. 
Ocean. 
Middlesex. 
Hudson. 
Cumberland. 
Cape May. 
Mercer. 
Camden. 
Essex. 

Hunterdon. 
Sussex. 
Passaic. 
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FOURTH G RADUATING C LASS. 

Names. 

Brown, Emma 
Ball, Sarah E. 
Greene, Susannah T. 
Laird, Susan A. 
Nelson, Ada B. 
Van kirk, Emma H. 
Watson, Mary A. C. 

Trenton, 
Hanover, 
Franklin, 
Trenton, 
Taylorsville, 
Salem, 
Belleville, 

Counties. Av'ge. 

Mercer, 92 
Morris, 85 
Hunterdon, 95 
Mercer, 89 
Mercer, 
Salem, 
Essex, 

77 
77 
81 

GENTLEMEN. 

Barton, Wm. H. Trenton, Mercer, — 
McConnell, Chas. J. Trenton, Mercer, 92 
Van Horn, Jacob Bergen Point, Hudson, 85 

FIFTH GR ADUATING CL ASS. &-<• / <C 
LADIES. 

Name8. 

Bowen, Anna E. 
Places. 

Hopewell, 
Counties. Av'ge. 

Cumberland, 90 
Chatten, IT. Virginia Pennington, Mercer, 94 
Glenn, Lizzie T. Trenton, Mercer, — 

Hall, Alice A. Camden, Camden, 92 
Miller Elizabeth Salem, Salem, 96 
Pearson, Emma J. Trenton, Mercer, — 

Price, Mary E. Trenton, U 91 
Price, Lucy A. Trenton, U 88 
Spaulding Joauna T. Six Mile Run, Somerset, — 

Stitt, Eliza R. Paterson, Passaic, — 

Tuttle, Susanna A. Whippany, Morris, — 

Wallen, Mary E. Elsinborough, Salem, 92 
Young Bella. Allamuchy, Warren, 84 
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GENTLEMEN. 

Applegct, Wm. D. 
Blew, Azariah N. 
Haines, Franklin T. 
Houglitaling, Samuel 
Lippincott, Charles 
Lowe Andrew S. 
Merwin, Charles E. 
Rinehart Jacob C. 
Van Ness A. J. 

"West Windsor, 
New Brunswick, 
Chester, 
Trenton, 
Chester, 
Knowlton, 
Griggstown, 
Franklin, 
Irvington, 

Mercer, 95 
Middlesex, 94 
Burlington, 97 
Mercer, 96 
Burlington, 96 
Warren, 97 
Somerset, — 
Warren, 97 
Essex, — 
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DISTRIBUTIVE PROGRAMME AND COURSE OF 
STUDY. 

FIRST THIRD OF TERM. 

9 tO 9.20. OPENING EXERCISES. 

9.20 to 10.10—Class A—Intellectual Philosophy, Phelps. 
" B—Geometry, Plympton. 
" C—Physical Geography, Miss Sheppard. 
" D—Reading, "VVehb. 

10.10 tO 10.15 REST AND CHANGE OF CLASSES. 

10.15 to 11.5—Class A—Geology, Plympton. 
" B—Grammar, Sheldon. 
" C—Penmanship, Webb. 
» D—Geography, Miss Sheppard. 

11.5 to 11.15. REST AND CHANGE OF CLASSES. 

11.15 to 12.5—Class A—Astronomy, Plympton. 
" B—Algebra, Sheldon. 
" C—Analysis, Miss Sheppard. 
" D—Written Arithmetic, Webb. 

12.5 tO 1. RECESS AND CALISTHENICS. 

1 to 1.50—Class A—Agriculture, Phelps. 
" B—Physiology, Webb. 
" C—Grammar, Doucet. 
" D—Intel. Arithmetic, Miss Sheppard. 

1.50 to 2.— DISMISSAL. 
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DISTRIBUTIVE PROGRAMME AND COURSE OF 
STUDY. 

SECOND THIRD OF TERM. 

9 to 9.20. OPENING EXERCISES. 

9 20 to 10.10—Class A—Intellectual Philosophy, Phelps. 
a Trigon'try and Surveying, Plympton. 
« C—Penmanship, Miss Sheppard. 

" D—Reading, 

10.10 to 10.15—REST AND CHANGE OF CLASSED 

10.15 to 11.5—Class A—Chemistry, 
« B—Rhetoric, Sheldon. 
a C—Algebra, Webb. 
a D—Geography and Use 

of Globe, Miss Sheppard. 

11.5 tO 11.15. REST AND CHANGE OF CLASSES. 

11.15 to 12.5—Class A—Natural Philosophy, Plympton. 
« B—Drawing, Miss Sheppaid. 
« C—Geometry, Sheldon, 
a j) Written Arithmetic, Webb. 

12.5 to 1. RECESS AND CALISTHENICS. 

1 to 1.50—Class A—Agriculture, PwKh 
" B—Physiology, e 

" C—Grammar, Doucet. 
a D—Intel. Arithmetic, Miss Sheppan . 

1.50 to 2.— DISMISSAL. 
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DISTRIBUTIVE PROGRAMME AND COURSE OF 
STUDY. 

LAST THIRD OF TERM. 

9 to 9.20 OPENING EXERCISES. 

9.20 to 10.10—Class A—Theory and Practice of 
Teaching, Phelps. 

Class B—Trigon'try and Surveying, Plympton. 
" C—Book Keeping, Miss Sheppard. 
" D—Reading, Webb. 

10.10 to 10.15 REST AND CHANGE OF CLASSES. 

10.15 to 11.5—Class A—Chemistry, Plympton. 
" B—Rhetoric, Sheldon. 
" C—Algebra, Webb. 
" D—Phys'l Geography, Miss Sheppard. 

11.5 to 11.15. REST AND CHANGE OF CLASSES. 

11.15 to 12.5—Class A—Natural Philosophy, Plympton. 
" B—Drawing, Miss Sheppard. 
" C—Geometry, Sheldon. 
" D—Written Arithmetic, Webb. 

12.5 to 1.— RECESS AND CALISTHENICS. 

1 to 1.50—Class A—Agriculture, Phelps. 
" B—Physiology, Webb. 
" C—Grammar, Doucet. 
" D—Analysis, Miss Sheppard. 

1.50 to 2.— DISMISSAL. 



DOCUMENT C . 

CONDITION OF THE LIBRARY. 

The number of volumes in the Library at the date of the last 
Report was, . 5,950 

Added during the year, . . • • 771 
Total number of volumes to date, . . .6,721 
Number of Geological Natural History Paintings, 63 
Number of Schroeter's Independent Series Maps, with 

Profiles, . 15 
Total of Maps, Charts, &c., . . . .78 

In addition to the valuable collection of Maps, Charts, and 
Paintings in water colors, made for the Normal School by 
Professor Guyot, the institution now possesses the unrivalled 
series of Physical, Descriptive and Historical Maps, prepared 
by that eminent Geographer, the late George Schroeter. 
These maps were contributed by the liberal publishers, 
Messrs. P. Reid & C o., New York. 

The rare merit of these aids to geographical instruction, 
can scarcely be enumerated within the limits of this report. 
Their distinctive features are: 1st. Boldness, accuracy and 
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beauty of outline; 2nd. Harmony and artistic finish in the 
coloring; 3d. Uniformity of scale, rendering the study of 
comparative geography possible ; 4th. The illustration of the 
great physical features of the earth's, surface ; 5th. The pre
sentation of numerous profiles, or earth-sections, giving accu
rate representations of the forms of relief in all parts of the 
globe; 6th. The durability and economy of the series, which 
is printed on cloth and colored in oil, rendering them porta
ble, convenient, and easily cleaned. They may be laid away 
in a common table-drawer when not in use, or washed in 
soap and water when required. If these maps could be intro
duced into the common schools throughout the State, they 
would be the means of revolutionizing the subject of geo
graphical instruction in a few years. There is almost an uni
versal lack of those illustrative aids that address themselves 
to the eye, and call into exercise the powers of perception and 
observation, which are the first in the order of evolution. 
The general adoption of these striking outlines would be a 
step in the right direction. It is to be hoped, that since we 
have a supply of Dictionaries and Gazetteers, we may now 
turn our attention to those means of illustration which, to 
nine-tenths of the children in the common schools, are far 
more important. 



DOCUMENT D. 

To the Executive Committee of the New Jersey State Agri
cultural Society: 

GENTLEMEN—I have the honor to submit, agreeably to 
your request, the following report: 

I. Upon the plan of Agricultural studies adopted for the 
pupils of the State Normal School. 

II. Upon the extent to which this plan has been already 
realized in practice. 

III. Upon the results which may be reasonably expected 
to flow from this movement, so wisely suggested by your 
Society. 

I. THE PLAN. 

The ablest writer upon education, of modern times, in order 
to determine " what knowledge is of most worth, ' has, as a 
preliminary to the solution of this question, made a classifica
tion of the activities of human life in the order of their im
portance. The result, as might have been expected, is that 
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those employments -which minister, first—directly, and sec
ondly—indirectly, to self-preservation, lie at the foundation 
of all others, and are therefore absolutely indispensable to all 
others, and to life itself. We need to advance but a single 
step further to discover that Agriculture, or the art of culti
vating the soil, stands foremost among this class of activities. 
This writer characterizes the knowledge which subserves direct 
self-preservation as that which the child is busied in acquiring 
from hour to hour. " How to balance its body ; how to control 
its movements so as to avoid collisions; what objects are 
hard, and will hurt, if struck ; what objects are heavy, 
and injure if they fall on the limbs; which things will 
bear the weight of the body, and which not; the pains 
inflicted by fire, by missiles, by sharp instruments ; these and 
various other pieces of information needful for the avoidance 
of death or accident it is ever learning." 

" Those forms of knowledge which aid indirect self-preser
vation are those concerned in the production, preparation 
and distribution of commodities. And on what does efficiency 
in the production, preparation and distribution of commodities 
depend ? It depends upon the use of methods fitted to the 
respective natures of these commodities; it depends on an 
adequate knowledge of their physical, chemical, or vital prop
erties, as the case may be. This order of knowledge, which 
is in great part ignored in our school courses, is the order of 
knowledge underlying the right performance of all those pro
cesses by which civilized life is made possible. Undeniable 
as is this truth, and thrust upon us as it is at every turn, 
there seems to be no living consciousness of it; its very 
familiarity makes it unregarded." 

But one of the most cheering signs of the times is found 
in the growing conviction of these palpable truths, stimulating 
increased attention to the study of science and its manifold 
applications to the arts of life And thus Agriculture, pre
eminently the art of production, under the impulse of this 
new movement is rapidly rising to its true position, and the 
knowledge essential to its highest development is becoming 
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more generally diffused among the great mass of the people. 
To facilitate this diffusion, to render it universal, it is obvious 
that it must be introduced into the common schools, in which 
nineteen-twentieths of our population receive their only edu
cation. The most direct and efficient means therefore seemed 
to be the organization of a brief yet comprehensive course of 
agricultural instruction in connection with the Normal School, 
in which the teachers of the State are prepared for the duties 
of their calling. 

This course was provided, and entered upon for the first 
time during the present term now about to terminate. It 
consists of the following : 

1. PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY, and its relations to the climate 
and productions of the country. 

2. GEOLOGY. The relations of the rocks and soils of a 
neighborhood. 

3. CHEMISTRY. A knowledge of its leading principles, 
with sufficient experimental manipulation to accustom the 
student to the use of apparatus and re-agents. 

4. NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, including mechanics in its rela
tions to agricultural implements. 

5. ELEMENTS OF BOTAN Y. The composition, structure and 
growth of plants. 

6. AGRICULTURE PROPER ; its principles and practice as 
deduced from its collateral sciences. 

7. HORTICULTURE. 
8. ENTOMOLOGY ; especially an examination of the history 

and habits of those insects in this climate which are injurious 
to vegetation. 

Lest this plan should be deemed too extensive, I may be 
allowed to remark that the greater proportion of the branches 
above named were included in the regular course of study at 
the Normal School prior to the introduction of the special 
course on agriculture. The additions to the general course 
are Botany, Horticultre, Entomology, and Agriculture proper. 
Special pains are now taken to point out the relations which 
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the various branches of the previous general course bear to 
the cultivation of the soil, so that the introduction of this sub
ject must tend to utilize the attainments of the student in 
those departments of knowledge which before were merely 
theoretical. The relations which subsist between the studies 
above enumerated and scientific agriculture may be most 
clearly indicated by considering them separately. 

1. PHYSICAL GEO GRAPHY.—This branch of science has for 
its object the examination of the structure of the earth's sur
face—the elevations and depressions of the land masses ; the 
oceans—their action upon the continents, their currents; 
the atmosphere as influenced by the land and sea in the regu
lation of climate ; the winds; the rains ; the productions of 
the earth, both vegetable and animal, as affected by climate, 
soil, and moisture ; and finally, man himself as affected by all 
these agencies. The mere mention of these topics is suffi
cient to show their intimate connection with agriculture, and 
hence to demonstrate the value of such knowledge to those 
who are so dependent upon the forces of nature for success 
in the labor of their hands. 

2. GEOLOGY.—That the soils of a neighborhood often bear 
an intimate relation to the rocks which underlie them, is of 
itself a sufficient reason for justifying the study of Geology 
as a branch of agricultural education ; but, superadded to 
this consideration, is the effect of drift in the determination 
of the character of soils, and the situation and composition of 
the different substances used as fertilizers that are found in 
the crust of the earth, all of which demand the attention of 
those who would be masters of the great art of cultivating 
the soil. 

CHEMISTRY.—The relations of this science to agricul
ture are too well known to need explanation here. As a part 
of the course at the Normal School, it is treated for the pre
sent in its theoretical and experimental aspects merely. The 
means for accurate analytical operations are not at hand, and 
our efforts are restricted to some of those simple manipulations 



which tend to impart to the student a taste for, and some 
skill in, the use of the instruments of chemical research, in 
the hope that he will thus receive an impetus which will lead 
him to a more complete development of his powers in this di
rection. It is to be hoped that a more complete equipment 
in this department will soon enable us to extend the practice 
of the classes to some of the more simple operations in analy
sis, both qualitative and quantitative. 

4. NATURAL PHILOSOPHY.—A knowledge of the laws of 
Mechanics, has obviously a close relationship to the numerous 
implements now used in farming operations ; and it is very 
desirable that not only the mechanics of solids, but also of 
liquid and gaseous bodies, as well as the laws of heat and 
of light, which have so much to do with vegetable and animal 
life, should become a part of the every day attainments of 
the young farmer. 

.5. BOTANY.—It is the function of the soil to produce veg
etation, which becomes the food of man and beast, or serves 
to warm and to clothe them. It is evident, therefore, that 
we should know what are the parts of a plant, what are the 
laws of its growth, what are the sources of its food, what are 
its relations to earth, air, rain and sunshine, in order to be 
successful in our efforts to produce it in its endless varieties. 
We not only need to know the peculiarities of plants in gen
eral, but of all the more important ones in particular and in 
detail. Many plants indispensable to man, cannot be suc
cessfully raised without a knowledge of their habits and re
quirements. Botany, therefore, must obviously form an es
sential part even of a limited course of agricultural education. 

6. AGRICULTURE P ROPER.—I use this term to distinguish 
the science which it represents from those cognate branches 
upon which it is founded. Agriculture draws upon every 
other department of physical science near and remote. Me
chanical, chemical, and vital forces which form the basis of 
the great departments of Physics, Chemistry, and Biology, 
all are laid under tribute to the work of perpetuating the life 
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of man by providing his food and raiment. Properly to 
comprehend and apply the principles of scientific agriculture, 
therefore, it is indispensable that these pre-requisites be mas
tered, and that skill which comes alone from patient and in
telligent practice, should be acquired by persevering toil. 
Without this antecedent knowledge, practice becomes empiri
cism, and success a fortuitous instead of a certain result. 
With this previous knowledge, the leading principles of the 
science may be easily acquired and readily applied. Never
theless, there is much that may be learned, of great value to 
the farmer, even without this preliminary preparation. There is 
indeed much that is within the reach of our primary schools, 
which would be of a thousand fold more value to children 
than the abstract mummeries which now form so large a staple 
in the instruction of children. But Agriculture Proper 
comes to deal with soils and plants, their composition, prop
erties and relations to each other. What are the requisites of 
a good soil ? What are the sources of the food of plants ? What 
are the best fertilizers, organic and inorganic ? What is the 
composition of different crops ? How should crops be applied 
in the feeding of domestic animals ? What are the best 
means, mechanical and chemical, for improving soils ? What 
are the principles upon which the useful animals are to be most 
successfully raised and preserved ? What are the best means 
for the management of dairies ? These are some of the 
more important objects of inquiry, and they must form the 
principal staple of agricultural instruction for some years to 
come. 

7. HORTICULTURE.—That a better knowledge of the prin
ciples of gardening and fruit-culture should prevail among the 
great body of farmers, is evident on a mere inspection of our 
rural gardens and orchards. These necessary appendages to 
the farm are usually the very synonyms of neglect and bad 
taste. The quality and quantity of fruits raised in our coun
try bear no kind of proportion to its capabilities for this kind 
of production. A more familiar acquaintance with the dis
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eases to which our fruit and ornamental trees are liable is 
imperatively demanded, and this can only he secured by the 
introduction of this subject as a branch of instruction in the 
schools. 

8. ENTOMOLOGY.—All that can be attempted in this de
partment, is to give an outline of the science and to acquaint 
the student more particularly with the habits of those insects 
so injurious to vegetation and fruits, that the annual losses 
by their depredations may be counted by millions of dollars. 
The remedy to this crying evil is to be sought only in the 
study of the habits of these destructives. It is hoped that 
we may at least stimulate investigation in this direction, which 
will lead to useful results. 

I have thus given a rough and exceedingly imperfect out
line of the plan proposed, with some of the considerations 
which prompted to its adoption. I now proceed to indicate 

II.—THE EXTENT TO WH ICH THIS PLAN HAS BEEN ALREADY 
CARRIED OUT. 

Prior to the organization of this special course, as before 
intimated, theoretical instruction was given in the first, second 
and fourth branches named in the foregoing scheme. But 
no reference was made to their bearing on agriculture. At 
the present time, however, these relations are distinctly 
pointed out, and it is our purpose to give a course of lectures 
on the connections of these branches with the art of Agricul
ture. During the present term, in addition to Physical Geog
raphy, Geology and Natural Philosophy, wc have introduced 
Chemistry and Agriculture proper, as treated in the excel
lent manual of the late Prof. Norton, using such collateral 
works for reference as our library affords. Among the topics 
which have been thoroughly discussed are the organic and 
inorganic elements of plants; the structure and1 g rowth. of 
plants; the sources of organic food in p an s, i ^ 
composition—means of improving it, and the 

5 
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ping; manures, mineral, vegetable and animal; composts 
modes of application ; crops—tlieir composition—application 
in feeding ; domestic animals—their care and management— 
food, shelter, exercise ; milk and dairy products ; composition 
of milk, butter; cheese, its variety and composition ; chemi
cal analysis ; application of geology to agriculture. 

It is but justice to the class to say that all that has been 
accomplished is the work of three months, and that for nearly 
one half of this period its members have been thrown upon 
their own resources in consequence of my absence at the 
county institutes. The examination of the class on the after
noon of the 22nd will enable you to discover the results of 
this brief experiment. That these results will be such as to 
justify much hope for the future there can be little doubt. 

III. Finally. That great and permanent good may be 
reasonably expected from this attempt to popularize agricul
tural knowledge is evident from the fact that those who re
ceive this instruction will go at once to the rural districts, 
mingle with the farmers, teach their children, and give a 
higher tone to the general intelligence. Inspired with a taste 
for the study of nature they will be brought into immediate 
contact with nature, and thus stimulated to unfold its won
drous processes and laws to those around them. There are 
multitudes of the leading facts of agriculture and its collateral 
sciences that may be easily mastered by children even in the 
primary school. In fact the educational mind of the age is 
rapidly settling down upon the conviction that this is pre
cisely the kind of knowledge best adapted to the wants of 
the budding faculties of childhood, and that it should, at least 
in part, be substituted for that dry and abstract book teach
ing which has heretofore formed so great a proportion of the 
common school course. It is believed that of all instrumen
talities for elevating agriculture, this will be the most effi
cient. Books will do much, annual fairs and society meet
ings will do much, but with a few hundred living teachers 
scaiu d through every part of the State, infusing by their 
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enthusiasm a permanent vitality into the principles they com
municate, making them active and efficient agencies in the 
minds of the pupils, it is manifest that more may be accom
plished in this way than through all other means combined. 
And it seems not out of place to add here that there is an 
eminent propriety in mingling education for teachers and edu
cation for farmers in the same curriculum. While knowledge, 
truth is food for the mind, bread and the multifarious pro
ducts of the soil are in like manner indispensable to the life 
and health both of body and mind. A sound mind in a 
healthy material organism most aptly expresses the true idea 
of the education required by the exigencies of this brief yet 
eventful life—brief as compared with that unending scene 
which breaks upon the great future, eventful as comprehend
ing all those activities and trials by which and through which 
man is fitted for the destiny which awaits him when " life's 
fitful fever is over." 

As this plan becomes more fully developed, it will un
doubtedly attract the sons and daughters of farmers to the 
school, thus greatly augmenting its usefulness. The course 
will be reserved for the last two terms of the student s con
nection with the institution, in order that his mind may be 
disciplined by previous study, and thus better prepared for 
the reception of the subjects embraced in it. I have also in 
contemplation a course of free lectures on the various depart
ments of agriculture, to be given during the session of the 
Legislature, and at a time when the farmers would find leisure 
to attend them. Such a course woufd be extremely useful if 
given by gentlemen of practical experience m each spec.al 
branch and illustrated by such aids as would be furnished 
by eve'n a moderate agricultural collection. This course 
might be continued daily for one or two weeks, affording time 
also for a full discussion of the topics presented. These dis
cussions would draw out the individual experiences of those 
in attendance, and they would unquestionably be as valuable 
as the lectures of the course. Should these suggestions meet 
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•with favor, such a course could he organized in season for 
the winter of 1862. The Normal School buildings would 
afford every facility for such an undertaking, while no serious 
expense need be incurred in giving it practical effect. 

Respectfully submitted. 
WM. F. PHELPS. 



DOCUMENT E. 

NEW JERSEY STATE NORMAL SCHOOL—SPECIAL 
CIRCULAR. 

ORIGIN OF THE SCHO OL. 

This Institution was established by an act of the Legisla
ture, passed February 9th, 1855, for the instruction and 
practice of teachers in the " Science of Education and the 
art of instructing and governing the Public Schools of this 
State." By a recent act of the Legislature, it has been con
tinued for the further period of five years from February 
9th, 1860. 

CONDITIONS OF ADMISS ION. 

First.—Applicants must be at least sixteen years of age, 
and of unquestionable moral character. 

Second.—They must be in sound bodily health, and able to 
sustain a good examination in Orthography, Reading, Arith
metic, Geography and English Grammar. 

Third.—They must declare their intention to teach in the 
Public Schools of this State, for at least two years. 

Fourth.—They must enter for a full term, and remain till 
the close of the same, unless excused for adequate cause by 
the Board of Instruction. 
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FORM OF APPLICATION TO TO WN SUPERINT ENDENT. 

I, (A. B.,) of the township (or city) of (C), county of (M), 
New Jersey, aged years, desirous of obtaining admis
sion as a pupil in the Normal School, hereby declare that my 
object in seeking admission to it is to qualify myself for the 
duties of a common school teacher, and that it is my inten
tion to engage in that employment in this State for at least 
two years. 

The candidate must present to the Principal, during the 
first week of a term, the following certificate from the Super
intendent, School Committee or Board of Education of his 
township or city. 

To the Board of Trustees of the State Normal School: 
This is to certify that (A. B.,) of the township (or city) of 

(C), county of (M), New Jersey, aged years, desires to 
obtain admission as a pupil in the State Normal School, and 
has given to me a written declaration of intention to en
gage in the employment of a common school teacher in this 
State, for at least two years, and being satisfied that is of 
good health and of proper moral qualifications, I do recom
mend as a suitable person by age, character, talents and 
attainments, to be received as a pupil of the Normal School. 

Or, J. K., Pres't of Board of Education of the city of 

CERTIFICATE OF TOWN SUPERIN TENDENT. 

RATIO OF REPRESEN TATION. 

By the terms of the act establishing the State Normal 
School, the number of pupils is limited to two hundred and 
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forty, and hence, " each coupty is entitled to fill three times 
as many seats in the school as it has representatives in the 
Legislature." In case any county is not fully represented, 
candidates may be admitted from other counties, on sustain
ing the requisite examination and producing a proper certifi
cate as above. 

EXAMINATION FOR ADMISSI ON. 

Candidates will be examined by the Faculty immediately 
on presentation of the certificate before-mentioned. This ex
amination will be both oral and written, and will determine 
the question both of the admission and classification of the 
candidate. 

DECLARATION OF INTENTION. 

Each candidate admitted, is required to sign the following 
Declaration and A.gee em en t, which document is a permanent 
record with the Institution : 

NEW JERSE Y STATE NORMAL SCH OOL. 

The undersigned, having received certificates of admission 
as pupils in the New Jersey State Normal School, hereby 
declare that it is their intention to engage in the employment 
of teachers in the common schools of this State, for at least 
two years, and that their object in resorting to this school is 
the better to qualify themselves for that responsible duty. 
The undersigned also hereby agree to report themselves semi
annually, in writing, for the aforesaid period of two years, to 
the Principal of the Normal School, in case they enjoy its 
privileges for one term or more. 

COURSE OF STU DY AN D TRAINING. 

The following is the course of study, arranged into De
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partments, without regard to the order in which the various 
branches will be pursued, or to the length of time which may 
be devoted to them : 

I. English Language.—The Elementary Sounds. Spell
ing, Definition, Analysis and Synthesis of Words. Reading 
and Elocution. English Grammar, including the Analysis of 
the Sentence and Sentential Structure. Composition, in
cluding Rhetoric and Criticism. The Art of Debate, inclu
ding Parliamentary Law. 

II. Graphics.—Penmanship and Book-keeping. Object 
Drawing. Map Drawing. Mechanical Drawing. 

III. Mathematics—Oral or Mental Arithmetic. Written 
Arithmetic. Practical Mathematics. Algebra, (elements.) 
Geometry, (elements.) Mathematical Geography and use of 
Globes, including also the elements of Astronomy. Trigo
nometry. Surveying. 

IV. Natural Science.—Descriptive and Physical Geogra
phy. Human and Comparative Physiology. Elements of 
Natural Philosophy. Elements of Chemistry. Agriculture. 
Horticulture. Outlines of Entomology. Geology. 

Y. Ethics, etc.—Moral Philosophy. Natural Theology. 
Constitution of the United States and of New Jersey. School 
Laws of New Jersey. History of the United States. 

VI. Theory and Practice of Teaching.—Intellectual Phi
losophy. The Study of School Systems. Lectures on Edu
cation and the Details of Teaching. Practice in Model School. 
Yocal Music throughout the course. 

This course is to be thoroughly investigated. The pupil 
will be expected to study the SUBJECT in its logical order, to 
master and reproduce it in clear, methodical and well-chosen 
language of his own. He will be subjected to the most rigid 
criticism in respect to thoroughness in the investigation of a 
subject, as well as accuracy, method, clearness and force in 
its delivery. He will be presumed to understand nothing 
that he is unable with readiness and precision to embody in 
good language. He will be taught to observe and note the 
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methods of his instructor, and to learn from his example the 
best modes of conducting the education of others, while him
self undergoing the process. 

OBSERVATION AND PRAC TICE IN TIIE MODEL SCHO OL. 

The Model School is composed of pupils of the ages usually 
found in the public schools of the State—from six to sixteen 
years. Each pupil of the Normal School will spend at least 
two weeks in observation and practice in the Model School for 
each term of his connection with the former, except the first 
term, which will be devoted to the elementary studies. He 
will thus be compelled to subject his theories to the test of 
experiment, under the eye of an accomplished master the 
Superintendent of the Model School. He will also take part 
in the administration of a well-organized school, and will thus 
learn the inestimable advantage of system and method in his 
attempts to educate the young. 

LECTURES ON THE SCIENCE OF EDUCATION AND ART OF 
TEACHING. 

These lectures will be frequent and will be very practical. 
They will comprehend the development of the PRINCIPLES OF 
EDUCATION, an d the best modes of their application in the 
organization, discipline and instruction of schools. The best 
modes of securing the co-operation and sympathy of parents 
in the work of education, will also be discussed; school sys
tems will be examined, and the laws pertaining to schools in 
this State will be made familiar to all. 

SCIENTIFIC AGRICULTU RE. 

By request of the Executive Committee of the State Agri
cultural Society, arrangements have been made for a practi
cal course in this department, including several collateral 
branches. This course will comprise the following: 
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Physical Geography and its relations to the commerce and 
productions of the country. 

Elements of Botany and its relations to Agriculture. 
Agriculture proper as treated in Norton's Elements and 

kindred works. 
Geology and its relations to Agriculture. 
Horticulture. Outlines of Entomology, including the study 

of the noxious insects of this climate. 

PRIVILEGES OF PUPILS. 

There is no charge for tuition except for those who do not 
take the pledge to become teachers in this State. 

For the use of books and a limited amount of stationery a 
charge of TWO DOLLA RS p er session, payable on receipt of 
the books, is made. It is optional with the student however 
to find his own hooks and stationery if he prefers to do so. 

DISCIPLINE. 

No school can be efficient and profitable without a perfect 
state of discipline. Good order must necessarily be regarded 
as the primary condition of all effective instruction. The 
government of the Normal School will be such as to afford a 
model worthy of imitation in the public schools of the State. 
It will be firm and impartial, and yet such as to appeal to 
the self-respect of the pupil. Prompt dismissal will follow 
all immoral acts and unteacherlike deportment. 

I 
REGULARITY AND PROMPTNESS OF ATTENDANCE. 

The embarrassing and disorganizing effects of absence and 
tardiness in our schools, constitute the most serious evils with 
which they have to contend. Pupils cannot be taught unless 
they are present, and they cannot be properly taught unless 
they are constantly present. No teacher can secure regularity 
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of attendance unless he himself can he 
Normal School, therefore, no Qf tbe Faculty must 
allowed, except in e_*tr(^me ° 'ge can excuse a violation of 
he the sole judge. No tnvi pe 0n LEAVE, 
this wholesome regulation. AH absenc 

pre-ohtained. 

TERMS AND VACA TIONS. 

+LP first Monday in 
The fall terms will hereafter weeks. The spring 

September, and continue « of Fcbruary. There 
terms will begin on the second . J Christmas and 
,111 be no vacation at the holidays, excep 

New Year days. 

BOARD. 

G„„d board - be obuiood 
at from wo and • 1 ""J bo„ding houses me subject 

be exercised over them at all time . 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

No „udent mU 

:^rrr fp —— 
arraugemeut with the Principal. 

GRADUATION. 

•n Vva rAniiircd to tGftch six 
Candidates for graduation wi f tbeir ability to 

organise,Sd^ci^hae aiid coodeet a school before receiving the 

Diploma of the Institution. 
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EXAMINATIONS. 

There "will b e a final examination of the graduating class 
during the week preceding the close of each term. This ex
amination will not be open to the public. The public exami
nations will occur during the last week of each term. To 
these all are invited. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION. 

No system of education can meet the wants of our people 
that does " not address itself to the whole body and all the 
parts of human life." The health is to be preserved. The 
body, as well as the mind, is to be trained, developed and 
strengthened. The severe and long-continued exercise of the 
mind, without a corresponding use of the body, is a perpetual 
warfare waged against the powers of life. Hence, regular 
and vigorous exercise in the open air will be required; and 
it is hoped that special facilities will soon be provided for 
systematic and thorough physical training for all who shall 
be admitted to the Normal School. 

VISITATION. 

The Normal School will be open to visitors during term 
time through all the regular session hours. Citizens and 
strangers are cordially invited to visit it at their convenience, 
and without ceremony. 

TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Town Superintendents are earnestly requested to recom
mend none but candidates of unimpeachable moral character 
and of good abilities, to the end that the energies of the in
stitution may not be wasted upon unworthy and incompetent 
individuals. The schools of the people demand the best 
talent and the highest character on the part of those who 
aspire to the responsible office of a teacher in them. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

The demand for well qualified teachers is universal and 
pressing; and all who, by diligence, industry and good char
acter, attain, in the Normal School, that standard of ex
cellence demanded by the educational wants of the State, 
may be sure of ready and remunerative employment on leav
ing the institution. The Principal will devote special atten
tion to the supply of teachers for schools, and schools for 
those teachers who are worthy of patronage. Advice will 
also be cheerfully given respecting plans for school houses, 
furniture, &c., to all who may desire information. All com
munications relating to the Normal School should be ad
dressed to Prof. WILLIAM F. PHELPS, Principal, Trenton, 
N. J. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, > 

Superintendent's Office, Newark, June 5,1860. J 
The Normal School having been established by the legisla

ture of this State for the supply of its greatest educational 
want, that of well qualified teachers for the Common Schools, 
the undersigned would call the special attention of Town 
Superintendents and friends of education to the foregoing 
circular, setting forth the conditions of admission, the course 
of study, and such other information as is needful for appli
cants. In the selection of candidates for admission great 
care should be exercised by the school officers that none but 
persons of good mental and moral qualifications, as well as 
of sound bodily health, be recommended for such admission. 

F. W. RICORD, 
State Superintendent of Public Schools. 


