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TRUSTEES' REPORT. 

To the Senate and General Assembly of the Slate of JYew 
Jersey : 

BY the fourth section of the Act to establish a State 
Normal School, approved February ninth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-five, it is made the duty of the Board of Trustees 
to report annually to the Legislature their own doings, and 
the progress and condition of the School. In compliance 
with this requirement, the Trustees of the Normal School 
now beg leave to present their Third Annual Report. 

The Institution committed to their care embraces two dis
tinct departments. The first includes the Normal School 
properly so called, and consists of pupils who are destined 
to become common school teachers in the State of New 
Jersey. Their number is limited to two hundred and forty, 
each county in the State being entitled to fill three times 
as many seats in the School as it has representatives in 
the Legislature. No charge is made for tuition, and they 
enjoy, free of expense, all the privileges of the School. To 
secure their proper training, the Trustees are required to 
" appoint and procure the number of teachers which may be 
necessary to carry out, in the best and highest sense, the 
purposes and designs of the act," and to furnish for the use 
of the pupils, so far as the funds appropriated to the school 
will allow, all the necessary apparatus and text books. 
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The other department consists of the Experimental, or, as 
it is termed, Model School, in which the pupils of the Nor
mal School are to have an opportunity of practising those 
methods of instruction and discipline which are inculcated in 
the Normal department. There is no limit to the number 
of pupils which may be received in the Model School, and a 
charge is made for tuition which varies in amount according 
to the branches of study pursued. Let it not be supposed 
that this department is. merely incidental to the Normal 
School, or an appendage that may at any time be dispensed 
with. On- the contrary, it is one of its most essential and 
valuable features; and in no respect is the superiority of 
the New Jersey Normal School more conspicuous than in 
the high character and enlarged scope of its Model School. 
Teaching, it is true, is a science, and it is absolutely neces
sary that those who aim at distinction in it, should make 
themselves masters of the principles which lie at its founda
tion. But it is also an art, and, like all other arts, requires 
practice in order to attain anything like perfection. A 
Normal School, therefore, without a School of practice con
nected with it, would but half fulfill its purpose. And just 
in proportion to the number and variety of studies pursued 
in the Model School, and the thoroughness and accuracy of 
the methods of instruction adopted, are the advantages en
joyed by the pupils of the Normal School. And if those 
who go forth from this Institution are to be qualified to be
come teachers of our common schools, it can only be by com
bining with the theory of instruction so well taught in the 
Normal School, the admirable drill of the Model School. 

The last annual report brought down the statement of the 
progress and condition of the Normal School to the close of 
the third term. There were then eighty-three pupils in 
attendance. The fourth term opened with about ninety, 
and during the fifth term, which has just closed, the number 
in attendance has been one hundred and twenty, of whom 
eighty-five were females and twenty-five were male3. At 



this rate of increase the number of pupils limited by the act 
will soon be reached. 

But not only has there been a gratifying increase in the 
number of pupils during the past year, but in the talents 
and attainments of those admitted there has been a most 
decided improvement. The Institution is thus attracting to 
itself, and securing for the service of our public schools, 
some of the best minds in the State,—a fact full of promise 
for the cause of popular education in New Jersey. 

The number of teachers, too, in the Institution, daring the 
past year, has been increased from fourteen to nineteen, and 
among those whose services have been recently secured, are 
gentlemen of high standing in their profession, of long ex
perience and decided ability. It will be seen that the 
sums paid for the salaries of teachers in both departments, 
exceeds the whole amount appropriated by the State for the 
support of the School. It is only, of course, by aid of the 
funds derived from the Model School that the Trustees have 
been enabled to put the Institution upon so elevated a foot
ing. There are few, if any, Seminaries of learning in our 
country the pupils of which enjoy the same advantages as 
those afforded by our Normal School. 

Valuable additions have been made to the library during the 
past year. The number of books has increased from three 
thousand nine hundred and two to nearly five thousand vols. 
For this we are mainly indebted to the kindness and liber
ality of individuals, thus showing the interest universally 
felt in this institution. The apparatus too has been enriched 
by a large number of paintings for the illustration of Physi
cal Geography, Geology and Natural History, and a complete 
collection of the Flora of New Jersey. 

At the date of the last Annual Report the number of 
pupils in attendance upon the Model School was one hun
dred and seventy, quite as many as could at that time be 
accommodated. But such was the growing popularity of the 
School, that the Trustees were persuaded, that with addi
tional accommodations the number of the pupils might be 
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increased to any desirable amount. They are happy to in
form the Legislature, that through the zeal and liberality of 
an association of gentlemen in the City of Trenton, this ad
ditional accommodation has been provided. A lot of ground 
two hundred feet in front, and three hundred and twenty 
deep, adjacent to that on which the Normal School building 
stands, has been purchased and a noble edifice has been 
erected upon it for the use of the Model School. The whole 
cost of the land and building was thirty thousand dollars, 
and they have been leased to the State of New Jersey on 
the following terms: The lease is for five years, with the 
privilege however, on the part of the State, of relinquishing 
it at the expiration of the time to which the act for the es
tablishment of the Normal School is limited. To aid the 
association in obtaining means for the erection of the build
ing, they were allowed to issue certificates to the amount of 
ten thousand dollars, and in such denominations as they might 
determine, which certificates entitle the holder to a credit in 
tuition to the amount named in them upon presentation to 
the principal of the Model School. These certificates the 
Trustees agreed to redeem, at the rate of two thousand dol
lars a year, during the continuance of the lease ; and it was 
provided that if the State of New Jersey should at anytime 
during the said term elect to purchase the land and build
ings occupied by the Normal and Model School, she should 
have a right to take the Model School building and the lot 
on which it stands at their cost, which was not to exceed 
thirty thousand dollars, deducting therefrom the amount of 
tuition certificates which might be redeemed at the time of 
the purchase. Besides redeeming these certificates the Trus
tees agreed to pay, by way of rent, the interest, at the rate 
of six per cent, per annum, upon the cost of the land and 
building, after deducting ten thousand dollars for the tuition 
certificates. These conditions appeared to the Trustees to 
be just and reasonable, and they trnst they will be satisfac
tory to the Legislature. They would not however have felt 
at liberty to enter into such engagements, if they had not 
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confidently believed that this arrangement would secure such 
an addition to the number of pupils in the Model School as 
would enablo them not only to pay the stipulated rent, but 
to realize besides a handsome revenue to be added to the ap
propriation made by the State for the support of the Normal 
School, nor in this expectation have they been disappointed. 
Although but a few months have elapsed since the comple
tion of the building, the number of pupils at the close of the 
late term had increased from one hundred and seventy to 
three hundred and sixteen. All doubts, therefore, as to the 
result of the experiment in a financial point of view, are 
already removed. The building which has been thus erect
ed for the use of the Model School is every thing that could 
be desired. In many respects it is an improvement upon the 
Normal School building. It is of ample dimensions, more 
perfect in all its arrangements and more imposing in its ap
pearance. 

This enlargement of the Model School, the Trustees deem 
to be a matter of the utmost importance. Among the advan
tages to flow from it are a more perfect classification of the 
pupils, a general advancement in the studies pursued, and the 
introduction of many new branches, and facilities for the 
acquisition of ancient and modern languages, and the appli
cation of science to the useful arts. In no way could the 
legitimate objects of the Normal School be more effectually 
carried out, than by thus affording to its pupils a wider field 
for observation and more frequent opportunities for practice 
in the Model School. It will also, it is hoped, hdve a ten
dency to elevate the standard of instruction in our public 
schools throughout the State. 

The examination of classes in the Normal and Model 
Schools, at the close of the late term, began on Saturday) 
the twentv-third of January, and was concluded on Thurs
day of the following week. The overflowing audiences 
which attended throughout the whole of it, attest the inter
est which the public continue to take in this institution. 

On the last day, in particular, the large assembly room of 



the Normal School was filled to its utmost capacity, and 
many were unable to gain admission. ' As the members of 
the Legislature had an opportunity of witnessing for them
selves a portion, at least, of these exercises, it may be unne
cessary for the trustees to dwell at any length upon them. 
But they cannot refrain from tbe expression of their sur
prise and admiration at the very great degree of proficiency 
evinced by many of the pupils. In addition to the exercises 
used upon such occasions, such as reading, vocal music, in
tellectual and written arithmetic, the analysis of words, 
geography, including map drawing, and algebra, all of which 
were highly interesting, they had an opportunity of witness
ing, for the first time, some of the fruits of the Model School 
enlargement. Among these they would particularly notice 
the system of Inventive Drawing, so successfully introduced 
by Prof. Krusi—the examinations in the Classical depart
ment, under the direction of P rof. Cole, and an exhibition of 
what Prof. Plympton has been able to effect with his class 
in physics and engineering. As a proof of the practical 
nature of the instruction given, may be mentioned some of 
the subjects upon which the pupils were called upon to de
liver what are called sub-lectures. One was upon Pumps, 
the various kinds of which were clearly described, with the 
philosophical principles upon which their action depended. 
Another was upon the Hydraulic power of streams, in which 
were illustrated the various methods of ascertaining their 
velocity, and determining their capacity. A third was upon 
Acoustics, as applied to public buildings. A fourth con
tained a description of the scientific principles applicable to 
the building of bridges. A fifth was upon Architecture, in 
which the different orders were illustrated by drawings 
upon the blackboards. A sixth was upon Surveying, con
taining a description of the instruments employed and the 
manner of using them, in connection with which it may be 
mentioned that a complete Triangulation Survey of the 
river Delaware, for a mile and a half above Trenton, has 
been made by a class under the superintendence of Prof. 
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Plympton. The results of their work were shown by the 
exhibition of several maps containing accurate delineations 
of the whole section. 

In reference to the exercise generally, the trustees would 
remark that what struck them most, was not so much the 
extent of knowledge imparted to the pupils, as the thor
oughness and accuracy with which they had been taught, 
and the intellectual activity which had been excited in their 
minds. 

J At the close of the examination, the interesting ceremony 
was witnessed, of conferring diplomas upon the first gradu
ating class of the Normal School. The diploma certifies that 
the individual to whom it is given has been for a certain 
number of years a member of the State Normal School; that 
he has completed, in a satisfactory manner, the course of 
study and training prescribed by the Board of Trustees; 
that his moral character is believed to be above reproach; 
and that he is deemed by the Faculty qualified to discharge 
successfully the duties of a teacher in the public schools of 
this State. It is signed by the Principal and heads of De
partments, and has also affixed to it the signatures of the 
President and Secretary of the Board of Trustees. The 
number of graduates to whom a diploma was given was 
thirty-two, of whom twenty-one were females and eleven 
males. Besides their public examination,they had been sub
jected to a severe private examination of a week in lengthy. 
The names of other individuals were also announced, who had 
been pupils of the Institution, and it was stated that they 
would be entitled to diplomas after undergoing a similar ex
amination. These were pupils who had left the formal 
School before completing their full course, and who were 
then engaged in Public Schools in various parts of the State. 
There is a constantly increasing demand for teachers who 
have been educated in the Normal School, and wherever they 
have gone their success has been most striking, and the im
pression which they have made upon the community in the 
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highest degree favorable. Interesting communications from 
school officers, in attestation of these facts have been re
ceived by the Principal and will be noticed more fully in his 
report to the Trustees. 

In the last annual report, an account was given of the 
Farnum Preparatory School, at Beverly, and of the steps 
taken by its generous founder to make it auxiliary to the 
Normal School, and a component part of the system of public 
education in New Jersey. By an act of the last Legislature, 
this object has been effectually accomplished, and the Far
num Preparatory School may now be considered a State In
stitution, under the care of the Trustees of the Normal 
School. By an instrument in writing, under his hand and 
seal, bearing date on the eleventh day of February, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-seven, Paul Farnum, of Beverly, agreed 
to give and devise, by his last will and testament, duly exe
cuted, the three-story brick building lately erected by him 
in the borough of Beverly, with the lot of land on which it 
stands, in trust for the State of New Jersey, for the use of 
the Farnum Preparatory School; and did also agree to give, 
duriitg his life, for the support of said school, the interest of 
the said sum of twenty thousand dollars, to be paid annually; 
upon consideration that the State of New Jersey should, by 
an act of the Legislature, appropriate the sum of twelve 
hundred dollars a year, in addition thereto, for the support 
of the said Preparatory School. Upon this fact being made 
known to the Legislature, an act was promptly passed, in 
compliance with the condition of this agreement, and for the 
purpose of securing to the State the benefit of so generous 
a contribution to the cause of education. By this act it is 
made the duty of the State Treasurer to pay, annually, on 
the first Monday of October, out of any moneys in the trea
sury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of twelve hundred 
dollars for the support of the Farnum Preparatory School, 
to be expended under the direction of the Trustees of the 
State Normal School. Mr. Farnum, deeming this act to be 
a full compliance with the condition annexed to his agree
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ment, the Preparatory School, which had previously been 
under the direction of five Trustees named by him, was, in 
the month of September last, placed under the entire care 
and control of the Trustees of the Normal School. This 
charge, although imposing upon them much additional labor 
and responsibility, the Trustees have not felt at liberty to 
decline. 

To the Principal of the State Normal School was com
mitted the general supervision of the Institution, and for the 
post of Resident Principal, they selected Mr. Samuel A. 
Farrand, a gentleman who has already proved himself in 
every way admirably qualified for the situation. The School, 
as at present organized, consists of three Departments. The 
first is called the Experimental Department, in which the 
course of instruction is strictly elementary, and which is 
designed for the pupils between the ages of six and twelve. 
The second is the Intermediate Department, intended for 
pupils more advanced in age and attainments, and where the 
studies begun in the Experimental Department, are still 
further pursued. The third is called the Preparatory De
partment, and its object is, as its name denotes, to prepare 
pupils for the State Normal School. It embraces a thorough 
course of elementary training, such as is particularly adapted 
to those who are destined to become teachers in the public 
schools of the State. No charge is made in this Department 
for tuition, books and stationery, to those who declare their 
intention to enter the Normal School, and to qualify them
selves to become teachers. It is also contemplated to have 
a fourth Department, to be called the Academic Department, 
in which will be taught the higher branches of English, and 
the ancient and modern languages. 

The first term of the School, under the present organiza-
tiod began on the fourth of September last, and ended on 
the fourth of February. There were eighty-five pupils in 
attendance at the opening, but the number went on steadily 
increasing until, before the close of the term, it had reached 
one hundred and forty-two. On the last day of the term 
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there was a public examination of the pupils in the several 
departments, at which were present the Governor, the Trus
tees of the Normal School, and a number of the friends of 
education from various parts of the State. The Trustees 
are satisfied that they but express the opinion universally 
entertained by those who were present, when they say, that 
the examination was eminently successful, and reflected the 
highest credit both upon the teachers and pupils. 

It is indeed a School of which the State of New Jersey 
may well be proud, and which will confer lasting honor upon 
its noble founder. It is, too, a most worthy auxiliary of the 
Normal School and calculated to extend the usefulness and 
elevate the character of that Institution. 

In conclusion, the Trustees would invite the attention of 
the Legislature to the report of the Principal hereto an
nexed. It will be found to contain an interesting account 
of the progress of the Institution, its present condition and 
future prospects. To no one more than to him are the re
sults which have been already achieved to be attributed. 

The Report of the Treasurer is also subjoined, containing 
an abstract of the receipts and expenditures for the past 
year. The vouchers for each item have been examined by a 
committee of the Board and found to be correct. 

All which is respectfully submitted.' 
By order of the Board, 

R. S. FIELD, 
President. 

Trenton, February 9 ,  I80S. 



REPORT OF TH E PRINCIPAL. 

To the Honorable the Board of Trustees of the JVew Jer sey 
State JVormal School: 

GENTLEMEN: 
The First Annual Report of the undersigned, presented 

to your Honorable Board, on the twenty-second of January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, embraced, 1. A History of 
his Acts preceding the opening of the State Normal School: 
2 A brief History of this important class of Institutions ; 
3. A Plan of Organization for the School; and 4. A Detail 
of its Progress, Condition and Prospects. 

His Second Annual Report, bearing date February ninth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, comprised the following 
topics, to wit: 

I. A continuation of the History and Results of Normal 
or Training Schools for Teachers, including Preparatory 
and Local Normal Schools. 

II. An Examination of the Relations of the Normal 
School to the Primary and Higher Institutions of Learning, 
and hence, to the Welfare and Progress of Society. 

Ill The Future of Normal Schools in the United States. 
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IV. The Progress, Condition and Prospects of this Insti
tution. 

In submitting his Third Annual Report, the undersigned 
may be allowed to remark that the extended historical 
notices of these indispensable agencies for the training of 
teachers, embodied in the documents above cited, seemed to 
be demanded by the wants of the times, not only in our 
own State but in other localities, where the nature, objects 
and results of Normal Schools, as exhibited in the expe
riences of the past, were almost entirely unknown. These 
narratives have, it is believed, done much to remove the 
prejudices and the opposition with which the establishment 
of this Institution was greeted, by dispensing among all 
classes of citizens a knowledge of what had been done by 
others as the surest pledge of what was to be done for them-
Prejudice has accordingly given way to cordial approval ,* 
and opposition has been superseded by hearty co-operation 
in those communities where this information has been dif
fused. 

Nothing now remains, therefore, but for the Normal 
School to go on in the development of its mighty resources 
for good, and in the great work of dispensing among the 
people those untold blessings which result from the general 
diffusion of knowledge and of sound moral and intellectual 
culture. 

As a consequence of these facts, the Report which the 
undersigned has now the honor to transmit to your Honora
ble Board will be confined exclusively to the Progress, 
Condition, Results, Prospects, and Wants of the Institution 
of which you are the chosen guardians. 



15 

PROGWSS AND CONDITION. 

NUMBER OF PUPILS. 

•1 fnr the five successive terms 
The attendance of^pnpi^ ^ ̂  ̂ existencet is as 

luring which the 
follows : Males. Females. ^ 

13 ^ 
First term - 22 47 89 

Second " " 25 62 

Third " .21 69 9 

Fourth " " . 35 85 120 f 
Fifth " * '. „nDears that the increase ol 

From the above figur 1 highest number of the 
pupils during the past J^^j^nce of the third 
preceding year, as ex11 f tbose wlio had enjoyc 
term, is 33. A large number ol ^ yea s, 
la,* of tl.e forj. o J ^ lhe du„ , 
left at the close of the new candidates presen 
of their vocation. T ic of tpe term just closed was 
ing themselves at the ek y preceding term- 1S 

54, being nearly double that of anj ^ ̂  
but reasonable to presume that g ^ ̂  ̂  to 
tersof the past: ywr,"the> ^ will be sensibly 
open on Ike fifteenth °f Feb ^ ,s quite eqnal to tkat 
affected, although the inquiry 
of any former per'od- . indication of the onward 

One substantial rf rg = d in th, foot that tke 
progress of the Normal Schoof , higher order 
1,asses admitted duringthe I^ indeed, ,t would 
0f talent than those 0 „„mber"in any comma-
he difficult to find, among fte q higher grade of 
nitv, a class ol young P , it0|.lti ,han is exhibited by 
intellectual abil.ty n» a fte lMliuflM1 during the 
those who have been ie 
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past year. This is believed, nay confidently claimed, to be 
one of the legitimate fruits of the Normal School system, 
with its rigorous and philosophical methods of instruction 
and discipline. Under the operation of this system, the 
talented, the high-minded and noble-hearted are induced to 
embrace the profession of teaching as the vocation of their 
choice, offering, as it does, full scope for the exercise of the 
highest faculties of our nature, and opening up a field of 
usefulness and honor, second to that of no other employment 
among men. The thorough training of the Normal School, 
its persistent wrestling with reasons and principles, and their 
application to the manifest purposes of human life, afford 
per se a most powerful inducement to persons of ability and 
ambition to enlist in the great cause of universal education. 
And when, superadded to these incentives, the occupation of 
the teacher comes to be, through the instrumentality of 
Normal Schools, raised to the grade and dignity of a pro
fession; when it ceases to be an empirical routine of useless, 
heartless formalities; when, in brief.it becomes relieved of 
the repulsive, native ugliness which characterized the palmy 
days of the redoubtable Squeers, and the by-past and present 
generation of masters of which he was a type and repre
sentative, we may safely count upon the accession to the ranks 
of the "nation's educators, of those who are gifted, self-
sacrificing, and true to the best interests of humanity. 

If our Normal Schools do but fulfil the true spirit of their 
mission; if they will but raise' high and keep high their 
standard of admission and instruction; if they will but obey 
the plainest dictates of policy and duty, the day will soon 
arrive when none but the best minds of the State will be 
deemed competent to develop the imperishable wealth of the 
State. 

NUMBER OF TEACHERS. 

The progress and condition of the School are further shown, 
the increase in the number of teachers. This increase 

has been rendered necessary, not only by the increase in the 
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number of pupils, but by the advance of the classes to higher 
studies, as will be seen elsewhere. The total number now 
actually employed in all Departments of the School, is nine
teen, including the Principal, being an increase of five per
sons over the number for last year. The names and duties 
of the persons constituting the Board of Instruction, will be 
seen by reference to Document A., accompanying this Re
port. The duties devolving upon the teachers of all grades 
are arduous in the extreme, and the undersigned would be 
wanting in common justice, did he fail to bear strong testi
mony to the zeal, intelligence and devotion exhibited by all. 

LIBRARY, APPAR ATUS AX D FURNITURE. 

The increase of the number of volumes in the Library' 
and the valuable additions made to the stock of apparatus 
and furniture of the Normal School, constitute a substantial 
indication of its rapid growth and healthful condition. 
The number of volumes in the Library, as shown by 

the Report of last year, was - - 3,902 

Of these, the number of text books was - - 3,762 
To this number, add volumes in Miscellaneous Li

brary, as reported, .... 140 

Total number of volumes, - - - 3,902 
The number of volumes added to the text book Li

brary, during the year, is ... 459 
The number added to the Miscellaneous Library, 

during the year, is .... 50 

The total number now in the Library is - - 4,41] 
Increase over last year, - - - 509 

The books are reported by the librarian to be in excellent 
condition, a fact which speaks well for the rigid system of 
responsibility to which every pupil is held for their proper 
care and preservation. By means of this method of loaning 

2 
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the text books, habits of prudence, economy, and forethought, 
are impressed upon the student, which must inevitably influ
ence his whole life. And it is thus also that the forces of 
the school are brought to bear upon the formation of the 
whole character of the individual. 

The Miscellaneous Library has been considerably in
creased, principally by donations from gentlemen interested 
in the welfare of the Institution. Valuable volumes have 
been received from the Hon. John R. Thomson, U. S. Senate, 
and the Hon. George R. Robbins, of the House of Repre
sentatives, at Washington. The thanks of the Board of 
Trustees are eminently duo to these gentlemen for the con
stant additions made by them to the library of the school. 

Besides the apparatus, maps, charts, <fcc., na med in the re
port for last year, there have been received nine splendidly 
engraved physiological charts, life-size, together with a fine 
collection of busts, vases, and other casts for drawing-mod
els. and a case for the same, through the generous liberality 
of the Hon. Dudley S. Gregory of the Board of Trustees, 
who contributed the sum of one hundred and eleven dollars 
for the above purpose. 

The institution is also greatly indebted to the President of 
the Board for a complete collection of the plants of New 
Jersey scientifically arranged under the direction of Profes
sor Torrey, and in a perfect state of preservation. The ad
ditions by purchase are confined chiefly to a completion of 
the set of paintings in water colors, illustrative of the de
velopment of organic life, of the various periods in geolog
ic history, of the arrangement of the strata composing the 
earth's crust, and of all the great leading features of Physi
cal Geography. This collection is now about completed and 
is an invaluable acquisition to the means of the Institution. 
These illustrations are on cloth, and were executed under 
the direction of Professor Guyot by Mr. Ernest Sondoz, in a 
manner which reflects the highest credit upon his ability and 
skill in the graphic arts. The increase in the stock of fur
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niture is limited mostly to additional seating accommoda
tions, required by the growth of the school. 

ENLARGEMENT OF MOD EL SCH OOL. 

Since the great object of Normal Schools is that of impro
ving the character and qualifications of teachers, it is obvi
ous that the greater the amount of actual practice that can 
be secured to the candidates for this high office while under 
training, the more fully will this object be accomplished. 
The future educator must not only comprehend the principles 
of his art, but he must be specially drilled to their applica
tion. In the Model School, he not only obtains experience 
of his own, but he garners up the fruits of the extended ex
perience of others, for he works under supervision and in
struction. His errors are here noted and corrected, and the 
true and better way is pointed out, and thus he learns to 
profit even by his mistakes. Experience thus becomes his 
most valuable teacher, and his mistakes instead of being re
peated are in future avoided. It is evident, then, that the 
longer this experience under instruction can be continued, the 
greater is the certainty of success as the pupil teacher goes 
out to assume the full responsibilities of his calling. 

The only mode by which this increased amount of prac
tice could be secured, was that of enlarging the Model 
School, and thus by increasing the number of its depart
ments, to create both the necessity and the means for a larger 
teaching force. The encouragement to this step was most 
unequivocal; for the patronage extended to this branch of 
the Normal School establishment, not only by the people of 
Trenton but by citizens from all parts of the State, was such 
as to warrant a liberal expenditure for the necessary build
ings. 

Bv the Report for last year it appears that the attendance 
for the three terms of its existence was as follows: 
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First term, opening March 17th, 1856, 125 pupils. 
Second " " Sept. 1st, " 143 " 
Third " " Feb. 2nd, 1857, 170 " 
During the present term there have been in attendance, 316. 
Soon after the opening of the third term every seat was 

filled and more than thirty applicants were rejected, thus in
dicating an increase to more than two hundred, could that 
number have been accommodated. These facts, taken in 
connection with the liberal rates of tuition obtained of 
patrons, thus enabling the Model School to defray entirely 
its own expenses, led to the belief that the usefulness of the 
Normal School could be greatly increased by the proposed 
enlargement. 

But there were other inducements to this step no less 
weighty than the foregoing. From the first organization of 
the Normal School, applications were numerous for the ad
vantages which it offered, by persons who were yet unwilling 
to comply with the conditions of the law requiring a two 
years term of service in the Public Schools of the State as a 
consideration for the benefits of the course of rigorous train
ing which is here afforded. Many there were, however, who 
were willing to pay any reasonable amount for these privi
leges. There were indeed some who honestly intended to 
devote their energies to the business of teaching, but who 
shrank from taking upon themselves the solemn obligations 
to teach which the law imposes. 

The Trustees did not feel themselves authorized to admit 
such persons into the Normal School proper, however willing 
they might be to pay a liberal tuition fee; but they believed 
that by the proposed plan of enlargement these difficulties 
might be overcome, all classes of applicants might be acom-
modated, and the State might thus in future enjoy the ser
vices of many teachers who had defrayed the expenses of 
their own tuition. 

Another motive in behalf of this step was found in the 
growing necessities of the Model School itself. Its pupils 
were rapidly advancing to the higher brauches of study, and 
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unless their •wants, in this respect could be met, their with
drawal was certain, and the school would thus have assumed 
the character of a simple primary department, with limited 
capacities for usefulness and a course of study below that of 
many of the public schools of the State. It was believed 
that by increasing these accommodations, by enlarging its 
facilities, and by extending its course of study, its pupils 
could be retained from year to year, a complete plan for 
their education could be organized, a graded school which 
should exemplify every step in the complicated processes o 
training children, could be established, and thus that the 
influence and usefulness, and the true objects of the Normal 
School could be more efficiently secured. 

As a school of observation and practice to the pupil-
teacher from the Normal School, its value would be thus 

J increased in a tenfold degree. Nothing tends more power
fully to the improvement of teachers than to bring them 
into communion with the highest standards of excellence in 
their profession. They have thus something to which they 
may laudably aspire, something to excite their ambition and 
to stimulate them to greater exertion in a careful prepara
tion for their work. «/ 

These valuable results are already manifesting themselves 
in the workings of this branch of the Normal School. 
The gradation is more complete than ever before, the course 
of study has been greatly extended, the facilities for prac
tice and observation on the part of the pupil-teachers are 
increased, and many who are brought under instruction 

. here at their own expense have decided to turn their atten
tion to the profession of teaching- A large patronage is 
springing up from distant parts of the State, and from other 
States, and this department is doing much to extend the 
blessings of Normal Instruction and to awaken public atten
tion to the transcendent importance of correct elementary 
training. 
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NEW BUILDING. 

The large and commodious edifice, erected by the libe
rality of the citizens of Trenton' for the Model School, is 
now completed, and bears the test of experience with entire 
satisfaction. Its plan and arrangement are in accordance 
with the same general principles as those which are em
bodied in the Normal School building, so fully described in 
the First Annual Report of the undersigned to your Honor
able Board. The first and second stories are almost exact 
copies of the ground floor of the Normal School edifice, 
before alluded to, with such enlargements and improvements 
as experience seemed to indicate as desirable. The third 
story of the main building is occupied by one large lecture 
room fifty-six feet by seventy-five feet. The entire struc
ture is larger and more imposing than the buildings occu
pied by the Normal School, while the two are admirably 
adapted to their purposes and fully equal to all the present 
requirements of the Institution. The means of ingress and 
egress are ample and complete. A good test of its capacity 
in this respect was afforded at the closing of the recent 
Semi-Annual Examination of the Normal School. The vast 
audience, numbering nearly one thousand persons passed 
from the large Lecture Hall in the third story, without any 
special effort, in the short space of five minutes. It is 
believed that, in an emergency, this could be safely accom
plished in the space of three minutes. The building is very 
stable and strong in all its parts, and is fully supplied with 
water, gas, and the appliances for heating and ventilation. 
Comfort, convenience and taste are combined in all its 
arrangements, and it is doubtful whether, in these respects, 
the edifices occupied by the Institution could well be im
proved. 

RESULTS AND PROSPECTS. 

It is now nearly two and a half years since the Normal 
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School -was opened for the reception of pupils; and the time 
has arrived when it is proper that an inspection should be 
made for the purpose of determining its results, the 
doubts and the opposition amid which it was launched upon 
the sea of experiment, as well as the ignorance and miscon
ception of its real objects and purposes, which were the real 
cause of these doubts and this opposition are fresh in the mem-
oriesof all. But ignorance and misconception have given 
place to an intelligent understanding and a cordial, if not en
thusiastic appreciation and co-operation. It is beginning to 
be understood that the Normal Experiment lias a solid basis of 
logic and of common sense. It is beginning to be under
stood that to secure an adequate supply of well qualified 
teachers we must apply the same principles as are adopte_ 
for the purpose of raising up good mechanics, good physi
cians, good lawyers, and good clergymen. _ T his common-
sense view of the case is surely destined universally to pre
vail. Until it does, the cause of education cannot make any 
material advances toward the high standard of excellence 
which the exigencies of our country and people lequne. 
Until these principles are acknowledged and acted upon 
millions of money will continue to be wa'sted upon schools 
that are entrusted to the hands of unskilled and ^competent 
teachers. No more decisive proof of the soundness of these 
views could be desired than is already afforded by therapu 
increase of Normal Schools in our country for the past few 
years. Since the passage of the act establishing this Insti
tution, no less than six States have engrafted the P"^6 

of Normal Instruction upon their systems of public educa 
tion and judging from present indications the time is not 
distant when the Normal School will form the acknowledged 
centre of every system tint can la, claim to effictenc, and 

SUAmong tl.e reaulta, then, of tlia movement in Now Jerse, 
are the wide diffusion of intelligence concerning the nature 
and objects of Normal Instruction, not only m our own but 
in other States, near and remote; the dispelling of pre
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judice and opposition which is sure to accompany the dis
semination of light and knowledge, and the consequent 
increase of these Institutions by their establishment in 
States where they were before unknown. In the accom
plishment of this latter result, New Jersey has played, as 
she humbly trusts, no inconsiderable part. The documents 
she has put forth have had a circulation of more than ten 
thousand, and these have been sent to nearly or quite every 
State in the Union, and have thus, without doubt, given a 
powerful impulse to the cause of education in every di
rection. 

But this is not all. This Institution has been visited to 
an extent believed to be without precedent. Since its or
ganization, not less than ten thousand persons, from all por
tions of the country, have personally inspected its premises 
and examined into its methods of training. To this cause, 
especially, is attributable the rapid decline of the opposition 
which originally greeted its establishment. With those who 
have thus come hither for information, seeing has been be
lieving, and it has been no uncommon occurrence for a con
fessedly incoming enemy, by his own testimony, to depart a 
friend. 

TESTIM02TT OF SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

Since the organization of the Normal School, about one 
hundred and eighty pupils have enjoyed, for a longer or 
shorter period, the benefit of its teachings. Of this number, 
up to the beginning of the term recently closed, sixty-six 
had gone out to practice the duties of their calling, nearly 
one-fourth of whom have been employed in this Institution 
and its branches, the Model School and the Farnum Pre
paratory School. Of these Schools it may justly be said, 
that much of their usefulness and popularity is due to the 
energy and skill of those who have been thus employed. No 
better evidence of the superiority of trained over un-trained 
teachers could be afforded, than has been presented, not only 
to the officers of the Institution, but to the thousands who 
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have, during the past year, personally inspected its opera
tions. 

The success of those who have gone abroad in the state, 
has been no less marked, although it should here be noted, 
that not one of them lias ever completed the course of train
ing prescribed by your Honorable Board. The testimony 
concerning many who have enjoyed its advantages for a single 
term only, is most decisive and favorable, as for example the 
following: , , ,oro N. J., January 1,1858. 

To the Principal of the State JYormal School: 
DEAR S IR,—I write in behalf of a young man, who desires 

to enter the Normal School, during the next term, to prepare 
for teaching. I have no hesitancy in highly recommending 
him, and have no doubt but he would pass a satisfactory ex
amination for admission. 

•  * * * * *  
I should be thankful for your last Annual Report, and 

would be glad if you would add my name to the list of those 
to whom you send Annual Reports or any other papers re
lating to the Normal School. 

I feel a very great interest in the School and all its opera
tions; but I am living where there is much prejudice against 
it, and that among some of our most wealthy citizens. 

As a friend of education and teachers, I feel that the 
Normal School is a noble Institution, destined to do great 
things for New Jersey. I am anxious to afiord such infoima 
tion to my fellow citizens as will bring them to the same 
conclusions. 

I am happy to say, that Miss , who was a pupil of 
the School a short time, {one term) is now teaching in this 
township, very much to the satisfaction of her employers. She 
taught here before going to the School. The contrast between 
her teaching then and now, speaks volumes m favor of the 
Normal School. 

Very truly, yours, 

Town Superintendent. 
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This letter is one of many in the same spirit, all giving 
evidence of a very general interest in the objects of the In
stitution, and expressing the strongest confidence in its 
ability to subserve the highest interests of New Jersey. 

The undersigned begs leave here to insert for the informa
tion of your Honorable Board, several other testimonials in 
reply to a letter addressed officially to the officers whose 
names are subscribed to their communications. But before 
giving these letters a place it may be well to state that those 
pupils from the Normal School who are known to be teaching, 
are located as follows: 

In the State Normal School and branches, . Id 
Public School at Beverly, . . 2 

Somerville, . . 3 
Lambertville, . 3 
Paterson, . . 4 
Princeton, . . 5 
Pennington, . . 2 
Bridgeton, . . 1 
Allentown, . . 2 
Clarksburg, . . 1 
Caldwell, . • 1 

The others are mostly distributed among the rural dis
tricts of the State. The subjoined communications and ex
tracts are from the school officers of some of the more prom
inent of the above named places. 

From the Trustees of the Public School at Pennington : 

PENNINGTON, Jan. 21, 1858. 
PROF. WJI. F. PHELPS :—Dear Sir—It affords us pleasure 

to state that the introduction of the Normal system into the 
public school of this place has met with the most perfect suc
cess. Never before have we witnessed so great results in so 
short a t ime. Among the most zealous and punctual of the 
pupils are many who have formerly attended school very re
luctantly. This change is due to the happy plan upon which 
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the school is now conducted. We.cntertained greath opes , 
but the success of the school has exceeded our most sanguine 
expectations. The introduction of a system of instruction 
at once so eminently scientific and successful, has we trust 
been the commencement of a now era ,n the history of 

Fw"wf ma'ny thanks for the valuable aid yon have rendered, 
in bringing about this happy state of things, 

We have the honor to be, 
Yours, truly, 

GEORGE LANING, 
D. W. WILEY, 
WM D. BLACKWELL, 

Trustees. 

From Somerville. 

The following questions, with the annoyed replies, speak 

for themselves: 
1, How long has yonr school been taught by teachers 

trained at the Normal School? 
Since last April; nearly ten months. 
2 How many of these teachers are now employed m your 

80 Fotr Three from the New Jersey, and one from the New 

^rryr'o^ota,..he merits of the system of 

teaching adopted by themj ^ b? 

1 am ° ?'t TmnJovement npon the old system; that by 
them is a gr ^ commnnicated to the pupil, and he 

is taught'at the same time how easily and promptly to em 

TDO^'it meet with general favor among the inhabitants 

"Tr pTple are, generally, well pleased, although some 
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have long been in the habit of grumbling at schools and 
schoolmasters, as if they were hostile institutions! 

5. What is the success of these teachers, as compared with 
those who have not enjoyed the advantages of Normal School 
instruction? 

It is the only successful school we have had for many years 
in this place, notwithstanding many obstacles to its progress. 
These obstacles were found in the perfectly untrained and 
undisciplined condition of the pupils, and in the fact that 
the parents seemed to think it no part of their duty to up
hold and assist the teachers, in their efforts toward the im
provement of their children. 

(Signed,) G. H. B., Trustee. 

From Professor J. T. Du field, Superintendent Public Schools, 
Princeton. 

PRINCETON, N . J., January 20, 1858. 
MY DEAR SIR :—Upon my return to Princeton, on Friday 

evening last, I found your letter awaiting me. Our graded 
school has been in operation so short a time, and under such 
disadvantageous circumstances, that I am scarcely prepared 
to speak of results as yet. Until last week, we had but two 
teachers from your Institution, who had charge of nearly 
seventy pupils, crowded together in an inconvenient room, 
and without the school accommodations necessary to the 
successful working of your system. The teachers were, to a 
great extent, like workmen without proper tools. And yet, 
I am. able to say, that their success has fully met our expecta
tions, and the only opinion I have heard expressed by the 
patrons of the school, has been that of great satisfaction. 

As the best proof of the success of the movement I may 
mention that the school, which was opened in our new build
ing last week, now numbers one hundred and seventy-five 
pupils ; about double the number of pupils that have usually 
attended the Public Schools of our town. The four rooms 
which we had fitted up in our new building are comfortably 
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filled already, and we shall have to enlarge our accommoda
tions, as there are daily new applications for admission. 

The prospect could not be more encouraging, and with the 
exception of those who are opposed to all public schools, our 
citizens generally are heartily enlisted in favor of our en
terprise." Our brief experiment has satisfied us that between 
the Teacher who has been trained for his profession and the 
Teacher who takes charge of a school simply because he has 
nothing else to do, there is about the same difference as be-
tween the regular bred physician and the quack. If the 
Teachers whom you have sent us are fair specimens of your 
work your Institution needs no other recommendation than 
the qualifications of those who go forth from its walls. I 
confidently expect that our Normal School will in a very few 
years work an entire revolution for good, in the common 
school education of our State, and I shall only expect it to be 
abandoned when steamboats, and railroads and telegraphs 
are found to be failures. 

With my best wishes for your continued success in your 
very important labors, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 
JOHN T. DUFFIELD, 

Town Sup. of Princeton Township. 

Fxtract of a Letter from Andrew Derrom, Esq., the efficient 
and popular Superintendent of Public Schools for the city 
of Paterson. The Letter bears date Jan. 10, 1858. 

* * * In this connection I must say that we have been 
blessed with an excellent corps of teachers, faithful, energet
ic and generally competent, and are a little proud of our 
schools,1"(which excuse). I would also remark that we have 
employed during the past six months, three of your rNormal 

cmraeed 'at present in numbers one and two Male Grammar 
Schools, have classes numbering daily from fifty to seventy-
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five pupils in which the instruction they have received at the 
State Normal School is reproduced, if I may so say, with in
terest, to the pupils under their charge ; and the pupils by their 
good order and improvement, reflect much credit upon their 
instructors. Indeed their course of instruction is most 
thorough, and of a character both to interest and improve 
the pupil in the solids of an English education. 

Your Friend, 
ANDREW DERROM, 

Supt. City of Paterson. 

The undersigned " Teachers' Committee" of the Board of 
Education of the city of Paterson, fully concur in the views 
within expressed, in reference to the teachers engaged, late 
pupils of the State Normal School. 

NATH. LANE, 
H. HATHAWAY. 

Paterson, January 19, 1858. 

From the Trustees of Beverly Public School. 
BEVEBLY, January 20, 1858. 

DEAR SIR : 
Your circular, dated the sixteenth instant, in which you 

ask our opinion relative to the merits of the Normal School 
system of instruction as compared with any previous plan in 
use in this district, is received. 

In reply, we beg to say that this system, as adopted by us 
in the public school, is far superior to any other heretofore 
in use in this district. 

The success of teachers furnished by you has been fully 
equal to our high expectations, and, so far as we are en
abled to ascertain, the system has given universal satisfac
tion to the patrons of the school. 

Very respectfully yours, 
WM. BRYAN, M. D. ) T 
PAUL FARNUM, j trustees. 
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The number of communications of this character could 
have been considerably multiplied, bat this is unnecessary. 
These express the general sentiment of those who have seen 
the Normal system properly tried, and they afford a fair 
indication of what will be the universal expression when 
sufficient time has elapsed for its full expansion. 

GRADUATING CLASS. 

The foregoing facts and statements relate merely to re
sults produced by those who have only partially completed 
the course of training at the Normal School. No class has 
ever yet fully accomplished the course assigned, as an 
average of about three years is required in which to do this 
work. But as two and a half years have now elapsed since 
the Institution was opened, it was deemed advisable to send 
out a class at the close of the fifth term, that a still more 
favorable opportunity might be afforded for judging of the 
utility of the school. Accordingly a corps of thirty-two 
young ladies and gentlemen, composing the most advanced 
division under instruction, was graduated on the twenty-
eighth of January. The members of this class had distin
guished themselves by a long and laborious devotion to 
their studies, and had won strongly upon the confidence and 
regard of their teachers. 

FINAL EXAMINATION. 

But agreeably to a resolution of the Board of Instruction, 
none were to be passed to graduation without a most tho
rough and rigorous examination covering the entire course 
of training, both in the branches pursued and in the princi
ples of education and practice of teaching. This examina
tion was commenced on Monday, January eighteenth, and con
tinued until Saturday the twenty-third inclusive, the entire 
time of the class being devoted to the task. Questions of 
the most searching character were previously prepared upon 
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all the regular subjects of study and investigation in the 
course, except Geology and Architecture, which, having 
been taught entirely by lectures, to which a portion of the 
class had not listened, were omitted. 

These questions having been properly classified, under 
each subject, and numbered, were dictated, one subject at a 
time, to the class, by one of the teachers. Having been 
thus properly written and numbered by the members of the 
class, who were seated apart, to prevent communication with 
each other, they proceeded to write out the answers on sheets 
of paper provided for the purpose, in the presence of a 
teacher. In this way, the entire series of questions was dis
posed of, after six days of laborious application on the part 
of the pupil. As severe as this examination may appear, it 
was not, being the first one, conducted with that degree of 
rigor which will characterize those of future classes. The 
results of this process being in the hand-writing of the 
pupil, are preserved among the records of the Institution, as 
the evidences of his standing. 

After the answers were completed, the papers were criti
cally revised by the teachers, each set of answers being passed 
upon by the teacher who proposed the corresponding ques
tions. The character of each answer was indicated by one 
of the numeral characters, ranging from 1 to 5, inclusive, 
the 0 denoting no answer at all, and 5 representing a satis
factory response. Each answer upon a given subject being 
thus denoted, the several figures were then added, and their 
sum was divided by the number of questions upon that subject, 
the quotient of which gave the average standing of the pupil 
in it. The several sets of answers having been thus criti
cally reviewed, the numbers representing the average in each, 
were in turn added. This sum formed the numerator of a 
fraction, whereof the number representing the maximum 
standard was the denominator. This fraction, reduced to a 
decimal which, in turn, was multiplied by 100, gave the 
general average of the pupil with reference to 100. For 
example:—Suppose the number of subjects upon which the 
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candidate is examined to be 15; and his average in each to 
range from 2 to 5, inclusive. Suppose that these averages 
sum up a total of 54. This number, 54, would represent the 
numerator of the fraction abovementioned. Now, on the sup
position that the candidate answers every question correctly, 
his average in each subject would be 5, and the sum of these 
fifteen 5's would be 75, which number would form the de
nominator of our fraction, and we should have 54.75 as the 
standing of the candidate. This fraction, reduced to a decimal, 
gives 0.72, which multiplied by 100, equals 72. The actual 
standing of the candidate is, then, 72; whereas, had all of 
his questions been answered correctly, it would have been 
100. The series of questions prepared for use in the case 
before us, will be found herewith, Document C. 

The next step is to determine the minimum average, which 
becomes the dividing line between those who are to be 
passed and those who are to be rejected. This is arbitrarily 
assumed, according to the rigorous standard proposed. For 
the present class, sixty was assumed. 

Of the thirty-two candidates graduated on the twenty-
eighth of January,.sixteen were on examination, and the re
maining sixteen were and had been employed as teachers 
either in the Normal School or its branches, where they had 
met with marked success. All of these had received their 
training in the Normal School. The names and residences 
of the members of the graduating class will be found in the 
document accompanying this Report, marked D. A copy of 
the Diploma awarded also accompanies the foregoing—Docu
ment C. 

PROBABILITIES OF SUCCESS. 

Will all who graduate at the Normal School prove to be 
successful teachers? To this question a negative answer 
may unhesitatingly be given. Failures occur in every de
partment of human effort, and we cannot expect entire ex
emption from the common lot here. There is no trade, 
calling or profession where men do not fail, even after years 

3  
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of assiduous and careful preparation. Shall more he ex
pected and demanded of Normal Schools, than is realized by 
other human institutions? Surely nothing can be more un
reasonable or absurd. 

Special training for any calling, is undoubtedly the surest 
pledge of success that can be given. With such special 
preparation, many will meet with success who, under other 
circumstances, would fail, while those who might succeed 
without it, are rendered far more successful with it. Thous
ands, without previous preparation, undertake to teach and 
fail, and yet teach still. With proper training, their failures 
would, without doubt, be greatly mitigated, if not entirely 
avoided. There are many circumstances which affect this 
question of success, as popularly understood. A good teacher 
may teach a good school; he may be skillful, and in every 
respect competent, and yet, in a popular sense, fail. That 
is to say, his methods may be so far in advance of the in
telligence of the community in which he labors, that they 
are neither understood nor appreciated, and hence opposi
tion arises and obliges him to succumb. He fails; and his 
failure is heralded abroad as an evidence of the impractica
bility of Normal Schools! 

Again, a teacher fully competent, devoted, industrious and 
faithful may go into a community which totally ignores its 
own duty of co-operation, sympathy and support; he may 
exhaust his resources of industry and ingenuity upon his 
school in vain. His patrons not only refuse to co-operate 
with and to support him, but they positively encourage their 
children in disobedience at school, in truancy and absentee
ism, and forsooth assume to blame the teacher because their 
children do not study at homeThey go farther. They 
locate the schoolhouse upon a bleak hilltop, to be ascended 
only by a flight of stairs numbering some two hundred tedi
ous steps, as if to place it beyond not only their inclination, 
but almost their power, to exercise the plain, every-day duty 
of VISITATION ; they refuse the paltry expense necessary to 
insure comfort, cleanliness, and the ordinary decencies of 
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life, and then hold the teacher responsible for success ! Suc
cess, indeed ! Nothing short of superhuman power can 
truly succeed amid such obstacles as these. Setting the in
nocent children aside, then, such a community does not de
serve success, but they rather themselves deserve the calam
ities which such a course is sure to visit upon their helpless 
offspring. This is not a fancy sketch, but the faint picture 
of a stern reality, which is itself but one of many, differing 
only in non-essential particulars. 

Since the great work of educating the rising race is one 
in which both the parent and the teacher, as well as the child, 
are to co-operate, it is obvious that the community, if it neg
lects its duty, is as responsible for a failure as the teacher 
himself. Until the parents, then, have done all that is in
cumbent upon them, until they have exhausted their re
sources of counsel, sympathy, encouragement, and " material 
aid," they cannot justly censure the teacher or his Alma 
Mater for any failure either fancied or real. 

Success in teaching is also many times dependent upon the 
question of one's adaptation to the particular community 
and school in which he may be located. It is no uncommon 
occurrence for the same teacher to succeed well in one place 
and fail in another. In the latter case he has neglected to 
examine the ground which he is to occupy, and he finds out 
when too late that his capacities are not equal to the re
quirements of the position, in respect either to its literary 
demands or its disciplinary necessities. The school may be 
too far advanced for his peculiar aptitudes, or it may be too 
elementary for his particular tastes. It may be too large 
for his power of command to compass and bring into a state 
of order, or it may be too small properly to awaken his ener
gies. All these conditions suggest the necessity on the part 
both of the community and the teacher, of examining the 
question of SPECIAL FITNESS, or of proper adaptation, if ef
fort is to be rewarded with success. 

This principle guides our actions in all our material con
cerns, and why should it not influence us in the great work 
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of training up our children to all that is lovely, true, and of 
good report? 

COURSE OF STUD Y. 

The course of study remains the same as at the date of 
the last Report. The methods of teaching the various 
branches have been made as far as possible to conform to the 
order of nature and to the wants of the pupils. By far the 
greater majority of the candidates admitted to the institu
tion find themselves not only deficient in a knowledge of ele
mentary principles, but also in that training which alone can 
confer upon the mind those habits of attention, order and 
method which constitute the true foundation alike of the pro
found scholar and the useful citizen. To supply these de
fects they are "put back" as it is quaintly expressed, and 
they are, if need be, " kept back " until a foundation is laid, 
and until the great work of their lives is at least well begun. 

The undersigned is well aware that this practice of com
pelling a return to first principles, no matter how needful it 
may be, is at war with the preconceived opinions and preju. 
dices of the community. He is not unmindful that superfi
ciality is the order of the day, and the " higher branches," 
so called, are the summum bonurn with every aspiring 
schoolboy even before he reaches his teens. But regarding 
this as an error fundamental and fatal, he conceives it to be 
the true mission of Normal Schools, to eradicate it from 
the educational creed of the community. The complaint has 
been urged even in quarters deemed intelligent that in the 
Normal School too much time is expended in learning the 
method,—that the pupil is kept back in his studies in order to 
acquire the method ! 

Now the nature of this educational process is such that 
when the child has learned how to use his powers, or, in 
other words, when he has learned how to study, how to ac
quire, how to use and apply his knowledge, the great object 
of his school-going is accomplished. The function of the 
school and the teacher may be summed up in the proposition 
that it is their duty to impart to the child the strongest will 
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and the best way to use his own faculties possible. It hence 
follows that the method is everything,—that with it the 
great end of school instruction can alone be accomplished,— 
that without it treasure, time, and talents, all are wasted. 

In this almost universal tendency to glide over, instead of 
work through, these fundamentals, in this disposition to 
ignore method and to substitute fruitless attempts prema
turely to acquire positive knowledge beyond the comprehen
sion of the youthful mind, lies the great secret of the aver
sion of children to attend school, and of that well nigh uni
versal want of interest in study which characterizes those 
who attend upon its ministrations. Knowledge carries with 
it its own reward. Intellectual exercise, when properly 
directed, is always pleasurable, and in a philosophical sys
tem of education no artificial rewards are required a3 incen
tives to youthful exertion. Good tools constitute but one 
step toward good and profitable workmanship. Behind 
these there must be the skill properly to use them. So in 
education, good abilities are of little avail unless directed 
into the right channels. The great aim of the true teacher, 
therefore, will be to impart to his pupils the most ingenious 
and profitable METHODS of study and investigation, and not 
simply to store their minds with positive knowledge. 

LECTURES ON ARCHIT ECTURE. 

In addition to the regular studies of the pupils during the 
last term an arrangement was effected for a course of lec
tures on Architecture to the several classes of the Normal 
School. This course was given with the greatest ac
ceptance by the Rev. W. A. Dod, of Princeton. Mr. Dod 
having devoted himself with much enthusiasm to his favorite 
study, succeeded in awakening among the pupils a most lively 
interest in this important and useful department of know
ledge. In view of the great practical advantages derivable 
from a knowledge of Architecture as well as its powerful 
influence in the cultivation of a correct and refined taste, * 
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the undersigned would most respectfully suggest to your 
Honorable Board the propriety of a permanent arrangement 
with Mr. Dod, by which his course could be extended and 
given to the successive classes of the Institution. The lec
tures are profusely illustrated by elaborate drawings, exhi
biting to the eye the progress of Architecture as well as 
distinctly defining the various orders as developed in the 
successive stages of civilization. 

WANTS OP THE INSTITUTION. 

Gymnasium.—First and foremost among the necessities 
of the Normal School, are proper facilities for the encou
ragement and promotion of physical exercise. The severe 
demands made upon the body by a rigorous system of in
tellectual training at school, leave no room for compromise 
on a question like this. The tone and vigor of the physical 
powers must be sustained by proper exercise; or the life of a 
student is a constant warfare upon his usefulness and hap
piness. To accomplish this important object, special means 
must be provided. A gymnasium, suitably furnished, and 
under proper regulations, affords the most economical and 
practicable method for reaching this result; and the under
signed begs leave to repeat the recommendations of his 
former report, in the confident hope that these appeals will 
not reach the ear of your Honorable Board in vain. 

Apparatus.—The classes under instruction in this institution 
have now reached a point at which the introduction of the high
er branches of study become indispensable. The applications 
of mathematics, physics, chemistry, <fcc., require a copious use 
of instruments and of varied apparatus. In the absence of 
means for the purchase of these important aids it has oc
curred to the undersigned that the somewhat extensive col
lection used by the commission late in charge of the geolog
ical and triangulation survey of the state might be made 
available during the suspension of that important work. 
From the late message of his Excellency the Governor, it 
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appears that these instruments are now lying idle, and as a 
matter of course are more rapidly deteriorating in value, 
than if in use by careful hands. Many of these instruments 
are deposited temporarily with Rutgers College, New Bruns
wick, while much valuable apparatus lies oxydizing in the 
basement of the capitol in this city. There is no doubt that 
by a little effort these valuable auxiliaries, together with a 
complete set of the mineral collection made by the commis
sion may be secured for the active service of the Normal 
School. A joint resolution to this effect introduced into the 
Legislature would, it is believed, pass without opposition. 

FARNUH PREPARATORY SCHOO L. 

This important auxiliary to the Normal School establish
ment of the state continues to fulfill the objects of its estab
lishment. These objects were so fully set forth in the report 
of the undersigned for last year, that they need not be re
capitulated here. The school has secured a strong hold upon 
the confideuce and regard of the entire community in which 
it is located, and is commanding the attention of students 
from all parts of the state. 

The reorganization of the Preparatory School under the 
law of the last session, by which its supervision was confided 
to the trustees of the Normal School, has been productive of 
great good. The first term under the reorganization, and 
the third of the existence of the institution, was opened on 
the fourteenth of September last with eighty-five pupils. This 
number increased to one hundred and forty-two during the 
term, which closed on the fourth of February, and there is 
but little doubt of a still greater growth during the coming 
year. Its success thus far affords a lively hope that it will 
beeome a most powerful instrumentality for the promotion 
of the great cause of universal education. A class of about 
twenty persons is now in course of preparation for the pro
fession of teaching, and there is every encouragement that 
this number will continue to increase until the full capacity 
of the preparatory department is occupied with pupil-teachers. 
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It gives the undersigned great pleasure to bear high tes
timony to the zeal and intelligence with which the resident 
principal and teachers have co-operated with him in carrying 
out the designs of the establishment. Frequent personal 
visitations and inspections enable the undersigned to speak 
with the greater emphasis on this subject, and to express the 
belief that few if any institutions are blessed with more in
telligent and devoted teachers. 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, the undersigned begs leave to 
tender to you his grateful acknowledgments for your gener
ous confidence and efficient support through another year. 
Without such encouragement the best efforts of those to 
whose immediate charge the interests of the institution are 
confided would be in vain. Unanimity of sentiment, single
ness of purpose and harmony of action among those in whom 
this solemn and important trust is reposed, ire the surest, 
the only pledges of success for the great enterprise to which 
our mutual services are so earnestly dedicated. Are not the 
great and undying principles which are embodied in this 
movement, enough to inspire us with an ever increasing zeal 
and an unwearying devotion for the work of our heads, our 
hearts and our hands ? For in education, according to its 
true intent and meaning—in education elevated, purified, 
ennobled, sanctified—in education universally diffused, are 
centered the hopes of the patriot for the safety of his coun
try, the philanthropist for the elevation and progress of the 
race, and the Christian for the salvation of a fallen world. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
WM. F. PHELPS, 

Principal. 
STATE NORMAL SCHOO L, { 

Trenton, Feb. 9, 1858. J 
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01IESTIONS PROPOSED FOR THE FINAL EXAMINA
TION OF THE FIRST GRADUATING CLASS. 

SPELLING AND ANALY SIS OF WO RDS. 

irsssss»s=*--»*s 

°TLa Uaefited, readmitt ed.Why is tie final t of the 

•rESMT T®ftheradiK" 3. bpen ra , nQt _n the other? 

changed to i in o > erintendent, subsistence, descendants, 

rtedC Prepossessing, comparatively, volume, ocular, con-

SCTa undiversifed, Iran-
/ ' ist iliable impertinent, perforation, permanency, vig-

ssrau <•"«»«*• 
gizing-

BEADING. 

1 Define reading. _ 9 
2. What are °b^C ^^characteristics of good oral 
3. What are the essentia 

. reading? 
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4. State in order, the steps necessary to secure good read-

ing. 

ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 

1. What different functions are performed in sentences hy 
the word that ? Give examples. 

2. Parse the word what in the sentence, " I gave him u 

W°i "different classes of words, phr'ases and clauses 

are nouns modified ? Give examples. gpntences bv 
4. What different functions are performed in sentenc . 

the infinitive mode ? Give examples. sentences by 
5. What different functions are performed in sentences . 

nnuns in the nominative case? _ . 
6. What is the difference between a preposition and a co -

junction ? ^ ̂  ̂ ̂  ag connectives ? 

8. Form the plural of hero, and reduce the process to a 

S^9°°Correct the sentence, « Enery one should think before 
they speak » and reduce the process to a syllogism. 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Determine the interest upon $537 48 for 3 years, 8 
months, 15 days, at 7 i per cent-simple .uteres . 

2. Determine the amount received on a note for $1~U , 
nnvable in 60 days, discounted at a bank at 6 per cen . 
PT Determine tlte present worth of $83 45, due .. 4 years 

3 mam-"aystonld be required for 7 men-to build 
a wall 15 rods long, 3 yards high, and three ee .h.ck,. W 
men can build a wail 16 rods long, 3! yards high, and 

^^•What percentage is lost by buying molasses at 30 cents 
per gallon and selling it at 25 cents per gallon . 
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6. Determine the first cost of cloth, which being sold at 
$1 23 per yard yields a profit of 9 per cent. 

7. Find tfie square root of 173.215. 
8. Divide If by 2113 a nd explain the process fully. 

DESCRIPTIVE GE OGRAPHY. 

1. Name the principal proofs of the earth's rotundity. 
2. Describe the directions in, and name the countries by, 

and the seas through which a ship would pass in sailing from 
New York to Canton, China. 

3. What kind of cargo would a vessel loading at Canton 
be likely to bring to the United States ? 

4. How does the captain of a vessel at sea determine his 
position ? 

5. How many states and how many territories are now 
comprised in the American Union? 

6. In what respects do the climate and productions of 
England differ from those of the Northern States of the 
Union ? 

PHYSICAL GEOG RAPHY. 

1. Name the principal analogies and contrasts of the land 
surface of the Globe. 

2. What is the influence of the forms of relief on the cli
mate and civilization of a country? 

3. Give the General Laws of the Reliefs of the land 
masses. 

4. State briefly the General Theory of the Winds. 
5. Mention the principal oceanic currents and their effect 

upon the climate of the countries they influence. 
6. What are the essentials of a continent best fitted for 

the development of man ? 
7. Why is not the law regulating the development of the 

human species the same as that which governs the brute cre
ation ? 
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ALGEBRA. 

1. Divide a'—263 by a — b. 
2. Multiply and simplify 2 \/ 27 and x/ 3. 
3. ^olve the equation \/x — 24 = Vx — 2. 
4. Divide the quantity a into two parts having the ratio 

* m:n. 
5. Solve the equation 3a;2— 14a: = —15. 

6. Develop j ~ x̂ x2 ^nto a series by the method of In

determinate co-efficients. 

7. Expand (a + x)^ by the Binomial Theorem. 
8. Define a Logarithm. 
9. Give the formulas for Compound Interest and An

nuities. 

GEOMETRY. 

1. Give the sum of the interior angles of a Pentagon. 
2. Given, the exterior angle at the base of an Isosceles 

Triangle equal to 100s : determine the angles of the Trian
gle. 

3. Mention the conditions necessary to establish the equal
ity of Triangles. 

4. What measures the angle between two chords that in
tersect in a.circle ? 

5. What measures the angle between two tangents that in
tersect ? 

6. Mention the relation existing between similar plane 
figures. 

7. Give the relation of the segments of two chords that 
intersect in a circle. 

8. Mention the equal angles formed by the intersection of 
two parallel lines with a third line. 

9. Give the formula for area of the circle in terms of Ra
dius; also rule for the area of the Trapezoid. 
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10. Give tlie formulas for the solidity and surface of the 
sphere. 

VOCAL MUSIC. 

1. What is the great object of music ? 
2. Into how many departments is the Science of Music di

vided ? Define each. 
3. What is meant by the musical scale ? 
4. Is this a natural or artificial arrangement ? 
5. Explain what is meant by the musical staff, and state 

its uses. 
6. What is your opinion as to the influence npon public 

morals of the so-called Negro Melodies, and music of a like 
character ? 

BHETOKIC. 

1. Define Taste. 
2. Mention the principal sources of Sublimity. 
3. Mention the principal elements of Beauty. 
4. Give examples of the principal varieties of Wit. 
5. Define Irony. 
6. State the difference between Simile and Metaphor. 
7. State the difference between Metaphor and Metonymy; 

and give examples of each. 
8. Define Antithesis. 
9. In what does purity of style consist? 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. What are the points of difference between the Vege
table and Animal Creation ? 

2. What are the Tissues, and what their offices in the 
Animal Economy? 

3. Define Digestion, and describe the process and organs 
of the same ? 

4 
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4. "What is the object of the Circulation of Blood, and 
what the agencies connected therewith ? 

5. Where and what changes are produced in the Blood, 
and what are the evidences of the same ? 

6. What is the object of Respiration, and what organs are 
concerned therewith ? 

7. In what manner is the animal fabric built up, and how 
kept in repair? 

8. State the office, the classification, and number of Bones 
in the human structure ? 

EDUCATION—I. SERIES. 

1. Name the most prominent men in Europe and America, 
who have distinguished themselves in the cause of educa
tion ? 

2. What are the principal features in the system of Pes-
talozzi ? 

3. In what sense may his method of instruction be said to 
follow the "natural" order? 

4. What is the difference between " education" and " in
struction," and which occupies a higher rank in the develop
ment of the mind ? 

5. How is a letter related to a sound, a figure to a num
ber, a note to a tone ? 

6. Is there any benefit in starting from the real elements 
of a science, and in treating them in a thorough manner, and 
what powers of the mind will be developed thereby ? 

7. State the reasons why it would be better to proceed 
from examples to rules, instead of following the opposite 
process ? 

8. Ought" memory" to be made the receptacle of all know
ledge, and in what sense is it true that " knowledge is 
power"? 
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EDUCATION II. SERIES. 

1. Define education. 
2. What are the general laws governing the development 

of the faculties ? 
3. What means would you adopt for inculcating moral 

lessons upon your pupils ? 
4. How would you seek to interest parents in the welfare 

of the school, and the progress of their children ? 
5. State briefly the necessary qualifications of a good 

teacher ? 
6. By what incentives would you endeavor to secure at

tention to study, on the part of your pupils? 
7. How would you endeavor to secure regularity and 

promptitude of attendance at school ? 
8. Under what circumstances, if any, would you inflict 

corporal punishment upon a child ? 

PHTSICS. 

1. Define Inertia and give an illustration. 
2. Give the formula for the time of a falling body, when 

the space is known. 
3. State the law of Parallelogram of Motion. 
4. State the law of Triangle of Forces. 
5. Define the Lever and state its law of equilibrium. 
6. State the law of equilibrium of the Wheel and Axle. 
7. Define Specific Gravity. 
S. What is the use of the Barometer, and what is the 

principle upon which it acts ? 
9. What is Sound and how is it transmitted ? 
10. State the law of reflection of Light. 
11. What is refraction of Light? 
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D I P L O M A .  

STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, ) 
Trenton, JV. J., , 1858. J 

This certifies that has been a member of the State 
Normal School years; that he has completed in a 
satisfactory manner the course of study and training pre
scribed by the Board of Trustees; that his moral character 
is believed to be above reproach ; and that he is deemed by 
the Faculty qualified to discharge successfully, the duties of 
a Teacher in the Public Schools of this State. 

, Principal. 
, Prof. English Language. 
, Prof. Physiology and Elocution. 
, Prof. Didactics. 
, Prof. Mathematics. 
, Prof. Phys. Geog. and Geology. 
, Prof. Vocal Music. 
, Sup't Model School. 

In accordance with the above, the Trustees hereby grant 
this DIPLOMA. 

, President. 
, Sec'y and Sup't Public Schools. 
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FIRST GRADUATING CLASS. 

LADIES. 

Babbitt, Hattie W., Mendham, Morris. 
Budd, Helen D., Chatham, C6 

Colby, Kate S., Kingston, Middlesex. 
Collins, Elizabeth, Hamilton, Mercer. 
Crane, Florinda B., Pine Brook, Morris. 
Darby, Sarah, Elizabeth, Essex. 
Draine, Keziali L., Trenton, Mercer. 
Eackrell, Fanny P., Elizabeth, Essex. 
Hazard, Ella, Trenton, Mercer. 
Jones, Mary B., Pompton Plains, Morris. 
Knerr, Cornelia M., Bridgeton, Cumberland. 
Ludlam, Lizzie, Dennisville, Cape May. 
Lyon, Fannie C., Boonton, Morris. 
McKelway, Mary A., Bordentown, Burlington. 
Philps, Sarah J., Orange, Essex. 
Sheppard, Mary F., Fai riield, Cumberland. 
Smith, Eudora E., Orange, Essex. 
Snowden, Mary J., Mullica Hill, Gloucester. 
Tuttle, Mary L., Hanover, Morris. 
Yanness, Rachel, Pine Brook, i l  

Woodruff, Willamina, Deerfield, Cumberland. 



56 

GENTLEMEN. 

Dennis, Laban, Boonton, Morris. 
Doolittle, Myrick H., Schooley's Mountain, Morris. 
Ewing, William B., Greenwich, Cumberland. 
Farrand, Samuel A., Boonton, Morris. 
Felter, Stoddard A., Pine Brook, Morris. 
Fisher, Otis, Trenton, Mercer. 
Holmes, Franklin, Dennis, Cape May. 
Howell, George W., Hanover, Morris. 
McCarty, Anthony B., Bockaway, Morris. 
Street, J. Fletcher, Trenton, Mercer. 
Willever, Thomas J., Asbury, Warren. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE 

DR. New Jersey State Normal School, in 

1858. Dolls. Cts. 
Feb. 9. To payments made since February 9, 

1857, the date of the previous ac
count : 

For salaries of the Principal and 
Teachers in the Normal and Model 
Schools, 11,240 00 

For Trustees' expenses, 390 04 
For advertising and printing, (includ

ing publication of annual report,) 647 83 
For Books and Stationery, 1,152 71 
For furniture and fitting up new 

building, 1,462 13 
For tuition certificates, 1,000 00 
For fuel, 259 60 
For miscellaneous expenses, 354 45 

16,506 76 
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TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS. 

account with F. S. Kinney, Treasurer. CR. 

1858. Dolls. Cts. 
Feb. 9. By balance in the Treasurer's hands, 

February 9, 1857, 821 76 
By amount of warrants from the Gov

ernor upon the State Treasurer, 
for the appropriation for the year 
ending this day, 10,000 00 

By balance of tuition fees from the 
Model School for the term com
mencing February, 1857, 716 00 

By tuition fees from the Model 
School for the term commencing 
September, 1857, 3,528 15 

By donation from D. S. Gregory, 
Esq., for charts and drawing 
models, HI 90 

By amount advanced by R. S. Field, 
Esq., 

By balance due the Treasurer, 339 85 

16,506 76 

990 00 

February 9, 1858. 
F. S. KINNEY, Treasurer. 





PLANS AND DESCRIPTION OP THE ST ATE NORMAL SCHOOL OF NEW JERSEF. 

The buildings occupied by the State Normal School of New Jersey, are two in 
number, one of which is occupied exclusively by the Normal School proper, and 
the other by both the Normal School and its adjunct, the Model School, but princi
pally by the latter. The two were built and furnished at about $55,000. 

The plans are drawn on a scale of thirty-two feet to the inch. Each building 
is in the form of a Greek Cross, the main edifice running nearly north and south 
with wings or projections on the east and west. The front wing of the Normal 
School on the east, terminates in two towers, 10 by 10 feet. 

The great objects secured in the adoption of these plans, are the highest degreo 
of convenience and adaptation to the purposes of a school for both sexes, symme
try, tastefulness, economy in cost of construction, with ample facilities for lighting 
and ventilation, the ingress and egress of pupils, together with a full supply of 
water in the proper place, and for every desirable purpose. 

The rooms are all large, airy, and commodious. The uses of each apartment 
will be understood by reference to the numbers indicated on the diagrams, and 
the accompanying explanation. Each building is heated by four cf Boynton's 
first class furnaces, and ventilated by means of air passages leading from each 
room to a large chamber for the purpose in the attic, under the ventilator. These 
air chambers are heated by stoves, thus creating a forced draught from each apart
ment to the ventilator. 

The furniture is of the latest and most approved character, and there are fifteen 
hundred feet of the best Vermont and Lehigh wall slates. 

FIG. 2.—FIRST STORY. 

, *rTqii 2 2 Cloak Rooms for each sex. 3. 3, Toilet 
1, Main entrance a ',|g ^ entrances. 6, ft, 6, and 7, 7, 7, Recitation 

"^a Cloak Rooms. 9, 9, Privies. 10, 10, Halls for each sex. 



Fig. 3. SECOND STOBY. 

H, Reception Room. 12, Library. 13. 14, Teachers' Toilet Rooms 15 
16 Halls and Stairways, each sex. 17, Assembly Room seated for 240. 18,18, 
Recitation Rooms. 19, 19, Extra Cloak Rooms. 20, 20, Privies. 

Fig. 4- THIRD STORY. 

21 22, Drawing Room and Models. 23, Bell Ringer's Room. 24, Passage 
to Observatory. 25, Lecture Room. 26, Recitation Room. 21, Room tor 
Mechanical Drawing. 28, 28, Rear Halls. 29, 30, Apparatus Rooms. 



Fig. 5. BASEMENT OF MODE L SCHOOL. 

Fig. 6 . FIRST STORV. -MODEL SCHOOL. 

15, Halls, Girls' entrance, and main entrance. 16, 17, Girls'Cloak Rooms 
IS, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, School. 24, Hall, rooms graded, 40 pupils each. 25 
Boys' Hall. 26, 27, Boys' Cloak Rooms. ' 



Fig. 7. SECOND STORY.—MODEL SCHOOL. 

28, Girls' Cloak Room. 29, Library. 30, Girls' Hall and Stairways. 31, 
32, 33, &c., &c., School Rooms, graded, 40 pupils each. 37, Hall. 38, Boys' 
Hall and Stairways. 39, 40, Boys' Cloak Rooms. 

Fig. 8. THIRD STORY.—MODEL SCHOOL. 

41, Room for Drawing, lighted from the Dome. 42, Hall and Stairways. 
43, Great Lecture Room of the Normal School establishment, 56 by 75 feet 44 
Hall. 45, Laboratory. ' ' 


