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A CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION 

A CIVILIZED nation is one, the manners of whose people 
are, refined and softened to such an extent that they regard 

with wonder and aversion the customs of the savage. Civilization 
implies intelligence, culture, kindliness of manner and a general 
spirit of progress and enterprise. Civilizations are various in 
their developments and results, and may therefore be produced 
by various causes. Two things there are to be considered in 
respect to every civilization that now exists or has existed in 
times past: lirst, what produced it? and secondlv, by what 
spirit is it, or was it animated ? The civilization of Rome, for 
instance, was the result of her successful wars, and endured 
only while the spirit of ambition animated her people. In gen
eral, it may be said, that the causes which produce a civilization 
are the same with those which animate and sustain it in its 
after life; although this is by no means a universal fact. 
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As to the civilization under which we live, these two points 
are of course to be considered : First, did Christianity in its pro
gress among mankind give rise to that civilization, or was it 
produced entirely by other causes? and secondly, is Christian
ity the grand principle which sustains our refinement and with
out which we should sink back to barbarism ? The following 
facts seem to justify us in supporting the affirmative. 

Christianity had much to do with giving life to our civiliza
tion, whether we regard the American or the English world as 
the scene of its birth. The introduction of Christianity into 
England tended greatly to refine and soften the manners of its 
people, and was undoubtedly the one grand agent in bringing 
England to its present position and influence. Dr. Craik, in his 
able •' History of English Literature," has shown us clearly that 
a noble civilization existed in England before the Norman Con
quest, and that in whatever way that event may have benefited 
the invaded country, the authority of the Church was every
where admitted, and the principles of Christian kindness were 
recognized by the victors. Nothing but barbarism existed 
among the native English until they became christianized ; and 
since that event, they have become more and more refined and 
intelligent. Hence we may look to Christianity as the agent 
which producd these laudable results. 

Again, if we look merely at our American civilization, we 
must admit that it was founded upon the principles of religion. 
We may critize many acts of our pilgrim ancestors, but we can
not deny that Christianity was their guiding star, and the power 
which incited them to all their deeds of self-denial and toil. 
The Indian was supplanted—cruelly and wrongfully, perhaps— 
by the Christian. 

If we look at our civilization as it exists to-day, we cannot 
deny that Christianity is its most prominent element. So neces
sary has it become for a man to be called a Christian if he 
would wield influence and secure respect, that hardly a public 
man stands aloof fiom the observance of Christians, however 
much he may at heart dislike them. Again, the education of 
our youth and children is everywhere conducted by Christian 
instructors and under Christian influences. From the primary 
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school to the college, daily prayers are offered by the assembled 
pupils and instructors, and no institution of learning could exist 
among us which failed to recognize the necessity of Christian 
teachers and religous exercises. 

Again, all the acts of our legislative assemblies are put forth 
in accordance with the principles of Christian law, and no insti
tutions or customs can exist among us which seem at variance 
with that law. If the representatives of the people are remiss 

. in their duty, the people themselves rouse to action and demand 
the abolition of that which is sinful or unjust. The downfall 
of that odious system of human bondage which mankind was 
inconsistant enough to tolerate for years, is but one example out 
of many of t he tremendous influence which Christian principles 
exert upon the people of this age. Finally, we may remark that 
the controlling principle of our government is founded in the 
law of Christian. charity. The meanest of men cannot be 
ignored; all have their rights and their just influence. Thus 
the tyrannous aristocracies of old time pass away, and a 
Christian civilization blesses the world. 

HISTORY IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

7^HE time for discussion of what subjects shall be taught in 
the public school has passed, giving place to the all-ab

sorbing question, " How shall we teach them ?" Since method 
is subservient to matter, the method which is pursued in teach
ing any subject should be determined by the ends we wish to 
reach. Therefore, the reasons for teaching history should de
termine the manner of teaching it. 

One reason for teaching this subject is the mental development 
which results from it, the training it gives to the imagination 
and power of reasoning. We can clearly see how the continued 
mental picturing of countries, battles and historic personages 
must enable the pupil more vividly to imagine new scenes when 
occasion arises. How important a factor history is in the de
velopment of reasoning may be seen by comparing the ability 
of pupils to reason who have been taught to think out the way 
in all actions and events, with the helplessness of those who 
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have always depended upon the book for facts and teacher for 
explanations (if any were given). 

A second and important reason for this study is its value in 
the intellectual world. To be a well educated person one must 
have considerable knowledge of the history of one's own coun
try and some knowledge of t hat of other nations. There is great 
pleasure arising from the possession of such knowledge. Who 
that have studied history, would be deprived of their knowl
edge of the adventures of Columbus, of how our forefathers 
fought and suffered that we might be free? Who would forget 
how Washington and his brave men crossed the Delaware filled 
with floating ice that Christmas eve and captured the Hessians 
then reveling in Trenton ? That we are more interested in new 
knowledge when there is some link by which we can bind it to 
the old, is a phychological principle. Every day we learn new 
things and see new objects which arouse latent historic knowledge 
thus deepening the impression and enhancing our pleasure. The 
effect of historic knowledge may be seen in the noble life of 
Wendell Phillips, of whom G. W. Curtis said, "He breathed the 
air of revolutionary tradition." 

The third and greatest object in teaching history is the citizen
ship which may be taught in connection with it. Patrick Henrv 
says " I know of no way of judging the future but by the past," 
and it is through this study that the pupil becomes acquainted 
with the past and through this acquaintance is able to judge of 
the future. 

We want our boys to be good true citizens for the future of 
our country is largely dependent upon them. History is the 
source from which to draw their models and learn the results of 
the wise and noble as well as rash and ignoble actions of those 
who have played the most prominent part in the nation's past. 
Not every public school may contain a Garfield, a Lincoln, a 
Washington, or a future president of these United States, yet 
every school does contain boys who will grow up and vote for 
presidents and vice presidents and representatives in congress to 
make laws for the " ruling of the nation," hence, in the young 
hearts we should sow the seeds of true citizenship that in later 
life they may " spring up and bear fruit a hundred fold." 
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For just experience tells, in every soil, 
That those who think must govern those who toil. 

The fact that this instruction is so much neglected in the 
home makes it all the more necessary that it should be given in 
the school. In these days, laboring men, business men and pro
fessional men are all so occupied that litttle time is found for 
talking to. the children about—shall we call it politics f This has 
become so undignified a word that we hesitate to use it. When 
election time rolls around these men vote the ticket their fathers 
djd and expect their boys to do likewise without any knowl
edge of the principles of the party to which they adhere. With 
no instruction in science of government, from the preceding 
statesmen it must follow that many young men cast votes for 
their fathers' candidates, ignorant of all, save that they are 
Democrats, Republicans or Prohibitionists. Instead of this 
blind faith we want them to " have a reason for the faith that is 
in them." We know the value Milton placed upon the teaching 
of citizenship from the stanza which reads: 

Men divenely taught and better teaching, 
The solid rules of civil government 
In the majestic, unaflected style 
Than all the oratory of Greece and Kome. 

Whether or not this instruction is imparted depends chiefly 
upon the value placed by the teacher of h istory upon the " solid 
rules of civil government." Atterbury says, " Few consider how 
much we are indebted to government because few ca n represent 
how wretched we would be without it." A teacher who has this 
end in view will not be satisfied with teaching the mere facts of 
history, but will deal as well with the philosophy of history or 
why the facts are such. 

To the end we a re now considering, it is of little value to the 
student to know that Samuel Adams is honored because of the 
part he took in breaking the yoke which bound us to Great 
Britain before the revolution. It is only bv c onsidering his 
parents, his early life, his education and social environment that 
the pupil is able to judge and appreciate the noble work he ac
complished. 

Ihus far we have spoken only of our boys in connection with 
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citizenship, but of almost equal importance is it that these same 
principles be instilled into the minds of our girls. This would 
hare been a startling statement a few years ago. It is not so 
now. Though we probably have not in our schools girls 
who will vote for presidents and vice presidents, yet we have 
girls whose brothers, fathers, husbands will; and who can esti
mate the influence of an intelligent, Christian woman ? 

Men are more eloquent than women made, 
But women are more powerful to persuade. 

Many of us are familiar with the old method of teaching his; 
tory, followed especially by incompetent teachers. In this a 
text book is chosen and the text rigidly adhered to, so that most 
events are remembered by the pupil as occupying at the top, 
middle or bottom of such a page instead of occurring in such a 
period of our country's process. The great trouble here lies in 
the fact that words are learned rather than used as mere instru
ments for obtaining ideas. Much of this evil might be avoided 
and the pupil's ideas broadened by the use of several books. 
Then the words of no author could be memorized and hv using 
the flail of discrimination the most valuable ideas might be sep
arated from each. Says Lord Bolingbroke, " Some histories are 
to be read, some to be studied, and some may be neglected en
tirely, not only without detriment, but with advantage," 

Many pupils are victims of teachers who consider history a 
mass of events and dates. But few minds can retain many 
dates, then why burden their mind with many ? One consider
ation not to be omitted is the value of maps and pictures in 
teaching this subject. That which appears to the senses makes 
the deepest impression. While many who have studied a par
ticular author's account of the battle of Shiloh may have for
gotten all about it, those who have seen the picture of it cut 
from a newspaper will never forget the little log church around 
which the battle was fought. How much has Custer's last battle 
been impressed on many minds by a visit to the Chamber of 
Horrors in the Eden Musee, New York. 

We have already spoken of the importance of reasoning about 
things in connection with history, and may conclude that when 
taught by a proficient and animated teacher, the interest and 



7 

spirit of investigation aroused in the pupil, and its absolute 
value to him in after life have never yet been over estimated. 

L. A. B. 

BOARDING AROUND. 

1AM the youngest oi the family and I have five sisters. One 
of the most unfortunate things that can happen to a fellow 

is to be the only boy in the family. It is, "Jack, run down town 
and match this piece of gingham," or "Jack, do sit stillbut 
most of all, "Jack, go and wash your hands;" until a fellow 
wishes he were dead. At least that was the way I felt about it 
a year ago. 

I was fifteen then, and I went to a public school, but as we 
only had school in the morning, they had plenty of time to 
pester me. Every morning, winter and summer, I had to get 
up and start the fire, and it was this that when mother knocked 
at my door one cold, dark morning made me remark, that I 
wished I lived some where else, where they were not forever 
spoiling a boy's comfort. I didn't think mother heard, but at 
breakfast she said she had been thinking that it would be a nice 
change for me to board for a while, and,of course, not at home. 
This delighted me immensely, and I spent all of the afternoon 
looking for a boarding place. At last I was told there was one 
not far from the school I attended. 

A nice maiden lady came to the door, and when I told her 
my errand, she showed me a pretty little room which pleased 
me very much. I went home and collected what things I would 
need, and began my new life. I spent the rest of the day fixing 
my books and clothes in the closet, and the next morning I 
went down to breakfast and we had salt mackerel. Now, if 
there is one thing I hate, it is that. (Home, mother never had 
it because she knew I disliked it). I asked my landlady, Miss 
Brown, for a cookie or something for lunch, but she said she 
was sorry but it was not in the arrangement for me to be sup
plied with lunch, and so I went hungry. That afternoon our 
" nine " beat the Pollin's School " nine," and as I was captain, 
it was mother's custom to give us a treat when our " nine " came 
out ahead. Of course I did not dare ask Miss Brown to do this 
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and we all missed it very much, and when I came home I found 
more mackerel for supper. I was late and Miss Brown said she 
did not wish it repeated. I went to bed hungry. The next 
day we had more mackerel; then I told her I didn't think we 
would get along well together, and I would find another place 
to board. 

I found a new place, a rather dirty one ; but I thought maybe 
I would be allowed to bring the boys in when I wished to. This 
lad}', Mrs. Sodgers, said she was a widow and had six children 
all under twelve, but that they were very good, quiet, little 
things. I brought my luggage in and she took me to my room. 
By six o'clock I felt very hungry, and was rather disappointed 
to find our supper was heavy cake and preserves. Mrs. Sodgers 
said I must excuse it as she had not expected a stranger. The 
children were all at the table and after a while I noticed they 
were all giggling, and when I reached my room I discovered 
that one of the " good, quiet, little things " had pinned a placard 
on my back. 

It was not long before I found out that my room was between 
the two rooms belonging to the children. They romped until 
eleven o'clock, screaming so loud that it was impossible for me 
to sleep. Then the youngest had the croup the rest of the night. 
As I thought I heard it taking its last breath every moment, I 
did not close my eyes that night. 

Next morning I asked Mrs. Sodgers if there was any hope for 
the baby's life. She seemed very much amused at my question, 
and said it was all right, that it had the croup almost every night 
in winter. I felt sad. Breakfast was nowhere near ready, so I 
told her I would go without any if she would give me some 
lunch. She gave me more heavy cake. 

When I came home to dinner I found the place was in con
fusion. Mrs. S. was out and no signs of dinner. The children 
were playing " tag " in my room. In an hour Mrs. Sodgers came 
home. I told her I must leave, and packed up my things. 
That afternoon I went home and ate three or four dozen cookies. 
Mother seemed glad to see me, and next morning I got up with
out even being called. I have decided I would almost rather 
keep clean than board out. 
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Mother gave our " nine " a treat out in the back yard that 
afternoon, and we had ice cream and cookies. M. 

MUD PIES IN SCHOOL. 
jV/f ANY of lls can remember when playing mud pies was one 
1V1 of the dear but forbidden delights of our childhood. 

Many were the soiled pinafores and grimy hands; many the ma
ternal rebukes and fresh toilets, yet in spite of threats, coaxing, 
or bribes, we would again fall victims to the snares of this de
lightful and engrossing pastime. 

And then in winter when sand was hidden and mud was not, 
how happy we, if allowed to help our big brothers in the con
struction of a mighty snow-man, who should be the admiration 
of the entire neighborhood, and should cause us to be envied 
for our artistic skill. But if the wee maiden must stay indoors, 
the next best thing to making snow images was the manufac
ture ot figures from the dough prepared by mother for those 
nursery goodies, ginger snaps. What prancing steeds, ferocious 
dogs, and impossible cats appeared, as we manipulated the soft 
dough, with now and then a surreptitious bite, from little teeth 
that "just couldn't wait till they were baked." The child can
not be found who does not love to play with sand, wax, clay, 
snow, putty, dough, mud or whatever plastic material he can get 
and mould into shape. When it is time for the yearly visit to 
the shore, the spade and bucket are brought forth, for the delight 
of digging wells and making mounds in the wet sand has been 
eagerly anticipated all the year. In accordance with this fact 
clay modelling occupies an essential place in Froebel's system of 
human development. 

Clay prepared for use may be purchased at the potteries. It 
should be kept in an air-tight vessel covered with wet cloths, 
and occasionally springled with water, and before it is given to 
the children shoul'd be thoroughly kneaded like dough. There 
is no other occupation which causes so much mirth; and clay 
day is anxiously looked forward to by the little people. The 
children are supplied with squares of oil-cloth or slates and a 
piece of clay and are now ready to begin their work. The 
fundamental forms are a sphere, a cube, and a cylinder. 
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THE ASPIRATIONS AND DESPERATIONS EXPERIENCED 
. WRITER ON READING 

HOW I KILLED A BEAR." 

I A£Mt?SVnw-a PerS°n Wh° mids Charles D"dley Warner 
1 for the first time-especially if he knows nothiL of the 
character of the author's writings. An unexpected "find" of 

umor like his would be a mine of wealth indeed But if one 
has enjoyed the first experience, there is still left the pleasure of 

> uie nunior in it. A certain graceful simnlicitv nf 
diction made more effective by an occasional lapse into fan 
guage of greater dignity, adds a charm which is less apparent" 
though none the less felt. Humor is difficult to d efineTut' 

% -.J 
times effects thiQ TI-, U -I vorcl of two some-
base " of f i , predatory instincts," and the " military 

r Warner or hrs Uke would think „f ,„in,, " J™S 

rbr"in;™rM tord iL L w~ 
been used to amf • n USUal wa-v>" because one has 
lovers. - Without t oTZSZ W 
himself altogether ridiculous in Z , Warner make« 
the reader a fellow-feeling which " makeT^ S° aWakens in 
tA. /y , . 'vmcn makes one wondroim kinrl " 
It offers . soothing helm to !ec,ct oon.cious, eT ll 

feminine nnnd esneci-illv Lie. • to tut 



THE SIGNAL. 13 

mental image of herself prone, knocked down by that vicious 
gun. 

The effect of this upon my mind was, first of all, what it 
would be on that of anyone else—enjoyment and admiration. 
Then, shall I confess that there stole over me a feeling of emu
lation ? Long familiarity with the expectation of my friends 
that heredity must one day force me into authorship, and the 
possession of some ease of expression had made me feel that 
authorship might be my destiny. The only obstacle to its ful
fillment thus far had been the lack of something to say. But 
here was my exemplar ! Here was an another who likewise had 
nothing in particular to say, and who said it uncommonly 
well! So well, indeed, did he say it that the public was willing 
to pay for it! For some moments elation filled my soul. Had 
I found my destiny at last? Was it to say nothing in particular 
gracefully, and pocket the proceeds? I did not aspire to the 
highest place in literature. The lack of something to say would 
seriously interfere with the production of scientific treatises ora
tions, or even novels. Most persons think they can write novels, 
but I had begun to doubt my power even to do that. As for 
orations, if I could write them they would be useless to me, 
women not being, as yet, numerous on the oratorical platform, 
but here was a light magazine style which might be within my 
reach. Assuredly I shared with this great man one of the re
quired qualifications—having nothing to say—and there was 
but one other. But the other! With characteristic versatility, 
depression followed fast upon exaltation. That other! I began 
to doubt. I read the essay over again. Had I that evanescent, 
that elusive something which is the grace and charm of War
ner's writings? I feared not. Indeed, deep in my secret heart 
lav the certainty that I had it not, so with a sigh I put that 
aspiration away to rest with others gone before. M. 

MENTAL INDUSTRY. 
THE Greek poet, Hesiod, says, "The gods have placed sweat 

I in the pathway to excellence." 
Whatever is to be done, whatever is truly great can be accom

plished only by unremitting and well directed labor. All of us 
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students have some purpose, some goal in view; but, to perform 
that purpose, whatever it may be, and to reach the goal in tri-

fuTservant »TVe d' "Wel1 done thou ^ and faithful servant, a good measure of. mental industry is essential 
Many lo.ter along the road to fame, resting in the shady woS' 
i , m,V v nSmg 6 the Seneral ^vel. They cry out"" Heln ! 
Mp! < httle knowing that help, instead of "qnietong thedr 
P e, takes from them the power which they already have If 
they would invite will, resolution and self-reliance to'walk with 

raptured ^ ""ght be °VeKt""f »d a~«f 

The object of all well-directed mental labor is not so much the 
acquisition of knowledge as the gaining of power. A great deal 0f 
mowledge does not necessarily imply a good education. Knowl
edge does not always mean power. Minds are often met with 
which have the power of retention and so fail to be strengthened 
y w hat is retained. The question should be—What has this 

done for the mind ? and not-How much has been re ained^ o 
How much does he know ? 

The difference in minds is not a question of the number of 
he powers but of their strength. Strength of mind like 

strength of body 18 due to well-regulated exercise. A beggar has 
substantially the same mental powers as a statesman T) 
powers of the former have been but little exercL^ Se those 

labor d6" Strengthened lonS years of mental 
abor. Isot all minds are equally vigorous, but even the most 

vigorous cannot attain excellence without industry 
There is but one way to strengthen a weak mind and that is 

by the law of development by use. Use the powers you have 
you desire more. Use is necessary to growth, and growth to 

power Action is the stuff that mind is made of. The weakest 

exercise "ZiT„ exercise. That mind must be very feeble, indeed, which cannot 
be improved, which has not the power of growth PractTcal y 
there are no such minds. Mental industrv will cause most' 
minds to wax strong. Hogarth, a distinguished English painter 
said that he owed nothing to nature but all to industrv Hnl' 
bert rays, «If y„„ want to be , giant.k„,cr 
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lie debate, get into the habit of killing giants in the retirement 
of the study." If you would be a giant-killer in the arena of 
education, you must exercise the mind until it has brawn and 
brain enough to do it, just as the gladiators of Rome prepared 
themselves for the mortal combats of the public arena. 

Mental industry is stimulated by the fact that in mental 
achievements every success adds to the brain. The fancy of the 
superstitious savage that he received into his own body the 
beauty, valor and strength of his slain enemy, is made real. "A 
man is as many times a man as he has mastered sciences." 
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EDITORIALS. 

OMMENT on the action of the State 
Board is timely. At its annual 
meeting the State Board of Educa
tion passed a revision of their rules. 

_ This revision was presented by 
Nicholas Murray Butler, Ph. D., 
Chairman of the Committee on 
Education. As adopted, these rules 
carry our State system of Education 
a long step in advance. 

First, they classify the schools of the State into grades, and 
permit teachers to teach only in the schools that correspond to 
their grades of license, or are lower. This will have the effect 
of s timulating the teacher holding a low grade to go higher and 
at the same time will remove the teacher of higher grade from 
competition by the teacher of lower grades. 

Again, the new rules permit the State Board of Examiners to 
indorse diplomas of the Normal Schools of other States; also, 
the permanent certificates of other States when such diplomas 
or certificates represent work equivalent to that represented by 
the diploma of our own Normal School, or by the New Jersey-
State certificate; also college diplomas may be accepted for the 
academic branches they cover. This is professional courtesy 
that must tend to relieve the teacher from undue annoyance 
and distrust, and, in consequence, elevate the profession. The 
true policy is to guard the entrance to the profession, but not to 
distress those admitted, but rather to leave them to the pursuit 
of more advanced reading instead of the constant review neces
sary to repeated examinations. 

Finally, the new rules dignify the Normal School by granting 
to its graduates practically a life certificate. The revised rules 
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are much more logical in their arrangement and perspicuous in 
character than were the former rules. 

The State Board is to be congratulated on its good work and 
progressive spirit. 

APROPOS of the action of the State Board of Education, we 
quote the following from the editorial pages of November 

number of the Educational Review, edited by Nicholas Murray 
Butler, Ph. D., Professor of Philosophy in Columbia College: 

" For four or five years past, the State of New Jersey has been 
making educational history in a very satisfactory way. Many 
of the gaps in its educational organization have been closed, and 
the whole attitude of the State government toward the school 
system has been sympathetic and progressive. The laws aiding 
the establishment of manual training, technical schools, and 
school libraries are admirably drawn, and their beneficial effects 
are felt all over the State. The State Normal School, at Tren
ton, has been re-organized from top to bottom, and now that it 
has taken possession of the new building erected for it, no 
school of t he kind in the country is better prepared to do useful 
work in training teachers for the State schools. Physical train
ing, manual training, and the experimental study of natural 
science are all amply provi led for, and the State must feel the 
effect of the emphatic indorsement that the new education has 
received from this central institution." 

MANUAL TRAINING- AND TRADE SCHOOLS. 

rPHE employment of the useful arts has one value when the 
1 taste of the general public is uncultivated, and when the 

people as a whole are struggling to gain a foothold, so to say, in 
a land. The pioneer must be satisfied with rude appliances to 
accomplish his necessary work; the mechanic of the frontier 
must employ crude devices to further his ends; but when the 
country has advanced in material wealth, education and culture, 
the mechanical product of an earlier time will not be satisfac
tory. The taste of the people has improved. A family in com
mon circumstances is no longer satisfied with the rag carpet, the 



18 THE SIGNAL. 

kitchen stove, the oil lamp, and the dinner plate and water 
pitcher which served the last generation. 

The London Exposition of 1851 showed the English wherein 
they were behind the manufacturers of the Continent in artistic 
decoration. The United States received also a similar lesson in 
the Exposition of 1876. Since the latter date the stride in im
provement in all directions has been a long one. Particularly 
in the useful arts has the advance gone forward. The influence 
producing progress in this direction has worked in the minds of 
the people until they are filled with the spirit of improvement. 
This influence has disseminated itself through the mass until it 
has obtained a permanent lodgment in the fertile soil of our com
mon schools. This means that this generation will educate in 
this direction for the benefit of the next. The schools are now 
the hope and promise of the future in a larger sense than ever 
before. The schools that now are, and those that shall be, will 
work a good hitherto unattempted. The new work which the 
common schools will do for the public advantage is now out
lined in the direction of manual training, while the trades and 
manufactures will be notably helped forward by the technical 
schools which private enterprise will for some time establish and 
carry forward. The basis of the work in each of these schools, 
wholly distinct in genesis and support, is good drawing. Draw
ing should be taught and is taught in the Normal School as a 
mode for the expression of thought, and to this end the object 
or model is employed. We see the children in the lower grades 
obtaining the idea of a sphere, cube, or cylinder from a sphere, 
a cube or a cylinder. These forms are modelled in clay. The 
connection ot drawing with object lessons and instruction in 
other branches is obvious; but it is particularly associated with 
—is a preliminary necessity, indeed—manual training. The 
part of the development of mind and hand in the lines of future 
usefulness assigned to the common schools has received a fitting 
public approval by the organizing of a department of manual 
training at the Normal School. Many people ask what is man
ual training? hirst, manual training is not trade teaching. 
'• Manual training is the training of the pupil's powers of ex
pressing thought by delineation or drawing, and by construe-
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tion or making." Manual training exercises the judgement and 
the executive faculty. 

A committee of the State Board of Education, in 1889, of 
which Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler was Chairman, said in its 
report: 

" We find that manual training as a branch of common school 
instruction, rests upon a sound theoretical basis by reason of its 
training the mental faculties previously referred to, and that it 
also has the warrant of successful practical application in a 
number of foreign countries and in many cities and districts of 
the United States. The investigation and discussion of manual 
training has occupied the attention of the best educational 
thought of our country since 1876, in which year the Philadel
phia Exposition was the means of making known to us what 
the various countries of Europe were attempting in this direc
tion. For some ten years after that time the progress of manual 
training was not rapid. It was opposed by much conversative 
sentiment and by the great body of teachers throughout the 
country who erroneously saw in it an attack on the integrity of 
the common schools. Within the two or three years just passed, 
however, the subject has been presented in its proper light, both 
from the platform and in the press, with such success that 
manual training is now being incorporated as circumstances will 
permit, into the curriculum of city and county schools all over 
the United states." 

The other branch of education, designed to further the useful 
arts, will be developed in technical schools. These schools will be 
the result of private enterprise. The need for these schools has ex
isted for a good while, and an increased demand for them is be
ginning to be made. A few technical schools exist but they do 
not fully meet the industrial needs. There is a call for more 
specialized technical instruction. The pottery interest requires 
a s chool wherein the theory and practice and as much of tech
nical skill as one may acquire in a school may be gained. The 
proposition is already entertained to establish such a school in 
Trenton, and we do not see how there can be any two sides of 
the question for argument. 

The advance already made in the manufacture of pottery ware 
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since 1876 means about the whole of the progress of this art in 
this country. The point has now been reached when to compete 
witli the skilled labor of foreign countries, more scientific methods 
must be employed in the manufacture. A chemical analysis of 
the clays used in pottery would be of great value to the art in an 
economic direction. 

I he advanced work in this interest has already surpassed the 
best work of some foreign importations, and home competi
tion itself demands increased facilities to produce better 
products. Mr. Rossler, a German authority on the subject of 
pottery, while recently traveling in the United States, made a 
critical examination of the methods of our Trenton pottery 
manufactures. He is reported to have said that our porcelain 
is superior to any made in Prance. He affirmed that the 
" body " is harder and the glaze still harder than that used 
abroad. Our vitrified china, he stated, had not its superior. 

Ornamented porcelains and pottery ware are now to be found 
in the homes of industrious mechanics, and the educated taste 
of the people will ask for still better work in the future. Queen's 
ware, of heavy weight, will serve for a time in eating houses of 
the second or third grade, but it will disappear when the fre
quenters of these less expensive resorts cease to take their food 
standing on one leg, and when those who serve it no longer 
split one s ears and their own throats in crying their orders to 
the cook. 1 he elegant work in Beleek ware, in artistic forms, 
and in over- and under-glaze decorations, is a matter of pride to 
every one who values refined thought and its adequate express
ion. One may see such work in Trenton in Ott & B rewer's pot-
tery, in Burroughs & Mountford's, in the Ceramic Decorative 
Works, and elsewhere. 

Our space forbids a longer consideration of these two im
portant phases of education; one whose province is in the com
mon schools; the other, a trade education, given in a technical 
school. We wish, in closing, to have the reader hold these two 
classes of education, i. e., manual training and technical schools 
wholly apart; to see that the latter is limited to the making of 
artizans; that the former, in the words of State Superintendent 
E. 0. Chapman, " Quickens the pupils' powers of observation 
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and conception, gives him a new power of expression in draw
ing and construction, and for the first time employs the eye and 
the hand as powerful agents in the work of building mental 
power." 

ONE, T WO, THREE—GO! 

"T^HE go-as-you-please gait of mental inactivity, the dull, slow-
1 coach movement of the mind that proclaims the owner's 

intellectuals as going nowhere and making no effort to get there, 
the clogged and motionless alleged intellect that dreams it is 
thinking, the Oh! bother! it puts us into " tarnation 
fits " to consider the lack of " get up and get" that many, alas ! 
too many of this human race of ours display. 

We have heard, now and then, a typical mental fat boy called 
Pokeyhontas, from his or her poky way of doing anything. 
These thick heads are not always or half the time naturally stu
pid ; they could and would take their fingers out of the fire to 
some other tune than " Old Hundred." They could and would 
do a lot of other things in "jig time " if they had to. Judging 
from their mental lack of go, their motto is, " Here I am, and 
here I rest." This portion of mankind have slowly settled to 
this condition through the force of circumstances, a result due 
to their environment as the scientific lingo has it, and there they 
lie like a log in a bog. Habit is the name of it, and habit well es
tablished becomes second nature. For years and years they have 
pottered here and dawdled there till there is no longer a scintilla 
of energy remaining. 

To hold one's self up to good self-deportment or moral order 
requires exertion, the expenditure of some force, the exercise of 
the will, and that is too hard work, so down go their hands, flop ! 
Run all through the State and country, and pick out the heads 
with a squashy pulp in place of grey matter, and you will select 
those who say, upon the least provocation, when asked to dis
tinguish their right hand from their left, " It is too hard." 
These lack lustres have found their level eventually from 
the time of Tilgathpilnesur to the present. There is nothing 
that ^ takes to itself by doing nothing such a rotund ex
pansion as laziness. Laziness burgeons into bud and fruit under 
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the stimulating influence of inactivity. To get a tree to stand 
erect, nurse it with soft coddling, and in its youth protect it from 
every wind that blows ! " The survival of the fittest" won't do; 
that is Nature's law, and as it works at Nature's hands, it is an 
inexorable fate which the law of love, tempered by healthful 
castigation of the subject to be saved, reverses; and that which 
would die at Nature's hand lives. 

All the good that we can hope for lies above us—to be se
cured by resolution, work, self-denial; the descent to Avernus is 
easy. The ne'er-do-wells suppose this world contains nothing 
but lofypops which are to be had for the asking. They have 
read the fable of the tortoise and the hare, and they would think 
out its meaning if it were not so hard a thing to do. 

Know you not, my brethren, that it is worth while to lessen 
the number of those who say, " Never do to-day what you can 
put off till to-morrow, as you may then not have to do it at 
all." But in this process of lessening there are ways and ways. 

HE aid which the mind receives from visual illustrations 
can scarcely be overestimated. The comparative values of 

ideas and the primary and derivative meanings of words are 
greatly helped by some visible sign that aids the mind to recog
nize the existing relations of likeness or of difference; to gather 
into itself the truth presented. The power of a child to co
ordinate ideas is not great, and we too often expect too much 
from primary pupils. The teacher who has not studied the 
minds of those whom she is set to instruct often puts a logical 
proposition before a child in a very obscure manner—obscure to 
to the child. She then marvels that the pupil does not under
stand. She is confident that she has the most stupid set of 
youngsters in the country. 

As the average mind cannot observe very many physical ob
jects in close connection, the unevenness in ability of a class 
must be noted by a teacher, and illustrations brought in for the 
help of the weaker members. But objective aids are necessary 
for all grades in a public school, and the teacher who has no fer
tility in illustration is a hindrance to the progress of her pupils. 

ILLUSTRATIONS IN TEACHING. 
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One would not think of developing the idea of a fraction 
without an object, a piece of crayon, card-board, colored figures, 
or a straight line. There are various ways of testing and 
strengthening the power of observation. Reading proof is an 
excellent exercise, but perhaps this is at the far end of our ex
perience educationally considered. It will be urged that one 
should first learn true forms from true forms; that the detection 
of errors is the work of one already skilled; that educationally 
it partakes too much of the false syntax plan in teaching gram
mar. The power of observation finds a test in the often men
tioned trials to be obtained by looking into a shop window as 
one walks past and trying to mention as many things seen as 
possible. 

The solid bodies we see are projected upon a plane but their so
lidity is read into them by the mind which brings its previous 
experience of touch to help complete the mental act. Children 
should handle objects. By so doing they will gain the means of 
supplementing the visual sense. Good drawing is the basis of 
technical instruction. Drawing is important in the work in 
manual training; the pupil will need to draw in correct plan, 
elevation and section the object he proposes to construct. 

Comparative, areas in geography, are in no way better ap
preciated, than by the aid of colored charts. Historical charts 
and colored maps lead the mind quickly down the steps of the 
centuries. If pupils were to make such a chart searching for 
events of leading importance in a specified era, they would fix 
many, otherwise fugitive facts in memory. 

We will not mention as approving or disapproving the use of 
"diagrams "in grammar. Some will urge that the line in the 
" diagrams " cannot be made till the grammatical relation has 
been seen, and then what need of it ? 

One may see many visual illustrations very prettily and 
effectually employed in the lower grade of the primary depart
ment of our Normal. The idea is the thing, and words are the 
natural symbols of ideas, but they are not the only language. 
Too often they are, by a lack of adaptability on the part of the 
teacher, a foreign tongue. The child is often put into the posi
tion of the Etrick Shepherd with reference to Greek. He said, 
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" I cannot very well read Greek, except it be done into English 
through a Latin translation." If the idea is hidden from the 
child, it may be brought to him in any terms that will convey 
it; a visual sign is often a short-hand that he can most quickly 
apprehend. 

But this aid by means of sense-preception must not be in 
and for itself. The great object to be attained is an inward 
growth, and this can only be accomplished through apperception. 
By apperception we come to know a new relation by means of 
all the light that our previous experience furnishes. We under
stand the new truth by recognizing its relation to the known. 
We put the stamp of identification upon the new, and then 
make it a stepping-stone to further advance. 

The Pestalozzian strength in sense-perception is augmented 
by the pedagogics of Herbart retaining all the good of the 
former, but gaining still greater power. Sense-perception alone 
does not greatly help our knowledge, and still less does it dis
cipline our rational powers as much of the teaching of science, 
falsely so-called, evidences. It may call forth wonder and its 
accompaniment, exclamation, but wonder is the special posses
sion of the barbarian. What we apperceive is our real acquire
ment-. The things that we put into our stomachs may be many, 
and they may give us overmuch sense-perception, and that to 
our detriment. We profit by what we digest, assimilate, build 
into our physical fabric. The very act itself of building is a 
process of life; so is apperception to intellectual growth. Here 
is the point where the pupil must work in the inner chamber of 
his mind; the teacher may teach, but the pupil must learn. 
The mistake may be made that the illustration exists for its own 
sake; that the experiment is a mere curiosity exciter; that the 
mind does not read the law that lies beyond the sense-perception. 
Thinking is done in the field of the abstract, and this thinking 
ought to have its early, as well as its later years of employment. 

A FAMOUS WOMAN—WHO IS SHE ? 

AWOMAN, whose great life-work is done, but who has lived to 
see the cause, to which all her powers were given, triumphant. 

A woman, among the first in the history of our country's litera
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ture, who wielded her mighty pen to move the hearts, yes, and 
the wills, too, of all mankind to overwhelm the arch-fiend of 
evil in the land. To-day both mind and body are very feeble, 
but the great heart is as keenly alive to any voice of sorrow or 
of woe, as it was forty years ago, when the sorrows of a down 
trodden race filled her soul. 

Would we see her face? it is an old lady's face, encircled with 
a crown of snow-white hair, which falls in old fashioned curls 
on either side of a high forehead; a strong face, I think, the 
strength of noble New England ancestors glistening in her eyes. 

Nearly eighty years old, now, she has lived to see one after an
other of her celebrated family pass away, and soon, too, no doubt, 
she will pass unto the judgment seat of Him, who has said, 
" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me." NEMO. 

THE everlasting question of Greek or no Greek in the English 
Universities is " cussed and discussed " in our foreign educa

tional periodicals. We would like to hit these disputants with 
the root of the longest word in the Greek language, the name of 
that toothsome dish, you know. 

The gist of it is there and in this country, too, that a lot of 
hobbledehoys have to study Greek in order to get a degree. 
They desire to obtain a degree without Greek. Give them their 
degree ; give them a sheepskin saying the holder hasn't studied 
any Greek; that he feels proud of the fact. 

There is no doubt that Greek is wasted on a large number of 
college A. B's. If practical farming could take the place in our 
colleges of Greek and more or less of the remainder of their 
curricula, so far as these Greek haters are concerned, the Greek 
language and literature in general would not greatly suffer. 

" Little Latin and less Greek " will be the portion of all who 
pursue these subjects under compulsion. 

As for the man who says that Greek must be commenced 
early, that the learner may pursue the study successfully; that 
it cannot be known till later whether he will like the subject or 
not—as for this man, his name is Buckingham; off with his 
head! 
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"\T TE were disposed to write an editorial upon " Learn to do 
VV by doing," in connection with ' By knowing, learn to do." 

We reflected, however, that these are the two prime maxims 
of the Empirical method, and of the Rational method. The 
field of methodology with its psychology and kindred subjects 
of logic and ethics, and the resulting principles of education, 
together with the history and criticism of educational theories 
and practices, associated with the observation and practice of 
the specific methods which illustrate the derived principles, 
seemed somewhat to wide for us. We surmise that possibly 
with either maxim alone we might make headway, but to treat 
of both in one article—excuse us. Which side do you take-

Learn to do by doing," or, " By knowing l earn to do ? " 
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SCHOOLS A N D COLLEGES. 

A CRITICISM. 
As we look abbut us to-day, the feeling which is dormant is 

highly congratulatory. This should be so, and yet, in our 
mental " short-sightedness," we are wont to mistake this con
gratulatory sentiment for another whose absence is a distinctive 
feature of our whole school-work. 

We quote the words of an observing visitor, who, after admiring 
and praising our school, adds, " and yet—there is lacking the one 
element which should unify the whole. You are not enthusiastic. 
The animation, the loyalty, the eager co-responsiveness which 
should characterize a professional school are not yours, and there 
is a deadness of spirit which finds expression in numberless ways. 
You congratulate yourselves, forgetting to make your course of 
congratulations a source of inspiration as well." 

We accept the criticism in the spirit in which it was given. 
With our new school building, with our increased provision for 
the attainment of those ends which go to make life" worth liv
ing," and remembering the words of Emerson, " Every great and 
commanding movement in the annals of the world is the 
triumph of enthusiam," surely something better, something 
more must result than this mild apathy which is stultifying. 

COLLEGES. 

Dickinson College, Principal Green's alma mater, gives evi
dence of prosperity in her increased number of students. 

Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, now embraces among its depart
ments a kindergarten and a manual training high school. The 
most unique classes at the institute are those connected with 
the library department. They are for instruction in library 
training and cataloguing, in English composition and literature. 

Of the eighty men, who compose the Freshmen class at Union 
College, all but two are candidates for degrees. This is a grati
fying feature of the year's work. 

The increase of salaries of the Brooklyn primary and 
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grammar grade teachers, is indicative of the growth of a healthy 
public sentiment as to the value of school work in lower grades. 

By the operation of a recent act of Parliament, free education 
in England is now an accomplished fact. 

President Harrison has included the Indian schools in the 
classified service. Superintendents, assistant superintendents, 
matrons, teachers and physicians are hereafter to be appointed 
on competitive examination. This marks a new era in Indian 
education, and lifts these schools entirely out of politics, render
ing them non-partisan and non-sectarian. 

New Orleans has a sugar school un der state auspices. 
Ihe Seniors at Yale have voted to wear the Oxford cap and 

gown at commencement. 
Havard College is having constructed the largest and finest 

photographic telescope in the world. 
There are less than twenty cities in the United States whose 

entire population is as great as the public school enrollment of 
New York City. 

1 lie legislature of Maine has enacted a law, which requires 
all public school teachers to devote some time each week to 
teaching kindness to dumb animals. 

It would seem that President Patton's " ambition " was b eing 
realized, for few short of one thousand students are enrolled at 
Princeton College this year. 

During the past two years, Minnesota and Wisconsin have 
established over 1,200 school libraries. 

01 the 389 colleges in the United States, 237 are co-educational. 
The University of New York is the only institution of its 

class which has a course in Pedagogy, leading to the degree of 
Doctor of Pedagogy. 

There has been a thorough revision in methods of physical 
culture at V ellesley College. New apparatus for the gymna
sium and added provision for out-of-door athletics meets a long 
felt want of the students. 

The oldest college graduate in America, so far as is known, is 
Amos Andrew Parker, of F.itzwilliam, New Hampshire. He 
graduated from the University of Vermont in 1813. 

A scholarship of $200 is offered by the Vassar Students' Aid 
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Society, to a student who passes, without condition, all the re
quirements for admission to the Freshmen class of Vassar 
College, at examinations to be held in June, 1892. 

A course of lectures under the college extension plan, will b« 
begun at Rutger's College, January first. 
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ALUMNI. 

IT was upon the afternoon of the 25th of June, that the 
third annual meeting of the State Schools Alumni became 

an historic event of the school year. President Green called 
the meeting to order, and his timely introductory remarks were 
well received. Mrs. Kendrick C. Hill rendered a piano solo 
which only added to her reputation as one of Trenton's leading 
musicians. The address of the afternoon was delivered by 
Oscar Fay Adams, who took for his subject " Indifference." Mr. 
Adams is one of the leaders of intellectual life in Boston, and 
the address bore all the finish of a most able production. Miss 
Ada Bonney sang "A Love Letter," her voice being sweet and 
captivating. 

The " G Clef Quartette " consisting of Miss Florence Dickin
son, Miss Anna Dickinson, Miss Harriette Dickinson, of Trenton, 
and Miss Mabel Studdiford, of Newark, gained much applause. 
The entire audience then left the Normal, and in the old Model 
Chapel were placed in the hands of Caterer Gilbert. The menus 
were quite elaborate, and were printed in blue and gold the 
state school colors. 

The speakers at the dinner were ex-Mayor Garret Berrv, of 
Railway, John Queen, Ph. D., of Princeton, Rev. Mr. Pierce, of Mt. 
Holly, Mr. Robert Hoagland, of New Brunswick, Francis B. 
Lee, of Trenton, and Mr. Harry Richards, of New York. The 
election oommittee chose the following officers for 1891, 1892 : 
President, Judge Robert S. Woodruff; Model Vice-President, 
Geo. E. Biggs; Normal Vice-President, Mrs. Mary Suydam ; 
Model Secretary, Nathan C. Horton; Normal Secretary, Miss 
Lillie A. Williams; Treasurer, Robert V. Whitehead; Record
ing Secretary, Francis B. Lee. 

I saw I  homas Bantle the other day. He is now connected 
with the real estate department of the Pennsylvania Railroad in 
the Fourth Street office, Philadelphia. He has been interested 
in acquiring title to properties on the extension in this city. 
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A number of old Model boys were on the special car which 
Rutger's sent on a Southern foot ball trip. Harry Dayton is the 
financier of the athletes in New Brunswick, and Dick Lull is 
one of the most trusted players. George Bullock is to graduate 
this year with honors, like all the rest of the Model men. 

Nels Petty is registered with the Hon. G. D. W. Vroom after 
graduating at Princeton last Summer. Another Model man, 
Wm. Blackwell, who was president of the "College Club" a 
small organization in the University, is now a student at law in 
New York. 

Wm. Kester has a large dental practice, and since he has be
come " Doctor Kester, of Bordentown," there is every chance 
that fame and fortune will be his, as he says " for keeps." 

Mr. N. L. Chance is swinging the " Rod of Terror" at 
Allendale, N. J. 

Mr. C. G. Horner, Normal '91, took charge of the school at 
Rock Mills, at the beginning of the year. 

Edgar H. Hoffman is practicing the Science of Pedagogy at 
Darlington, Bergen county. 

Andrew Scarlett, '91, is managing a large school at Old 
Tappan in Bergen county. 

E. F. Bursh is teaching at Belfast, Pa. 
Robert Clark has entered the ranks in Sussex county. He is 

doing some effectual work in the school-room. 
Miss Jennie Stickney is meeting with success as a teacher at 

Plumsock, N. J. 
Miss Grace Toland is practicing the methods of the Normal 

School at Dunnvail, Sussex county. 
Miss Savilla Titsworth made her friends at the school a 

pleasant visit. She is much pleased with her position in the 
graded school at Somerville, N. J. 

Miss Emma Spangenberg, who graduated from the elementary 
course last year, is meeting with marked success in teaching at 
her home school in the village of Hazen, Warren county. 

Miss Christian Ernst, of Normal Elementary '91, is teaching 
in Elizabeth. 

Miss Adele R. Lippincott, Senior Normal '91, is teaching in 
the Reading Academy at Flemington. 
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Miss Emma Beavers, honorary of June Elementary, Normal 
'91, has a position at Califon, Hunterdon county. 

Prof. William C. Sandy, one of Newark's most esteemed pro
fessors, is a gradute of the Normal. 

Prin. White, of the Centre Street Public School, Trenton, is 
one of the Normal's honored graduates. 

Miss Celia Lambert, June Elementary '91, is in Passaic. 
Miss Abbie Kugler is at Midland Park, Bergen. Miss Marga-

rett C. Murphy, Flemington, N. J. Both are N. '91's. 
Among the graduates of last year, the following are teaching 

in Bergen county: Lillian P. Vautier, Lizzie Bennett, Meriam 
Applegate, Robert S. Doyle, Andrew Scarlett, Emily Compton, 
Alice E. Brevoort, Lizzie R. Leonard, Bertha L. Thompson, Ella 
May Dobbins, Lulu E. Clark, G. Edmund Delaney, Edgar H. 
Hoffman and Nathaniel Chance. 

Mr. Edgar Hoffman is teaching at Darlington in Bergen 
county. The school house, a gift of Hon. Havemeyer, cost 
115,000. 

I he handsome new school house at Hillcrest, just back of 
1 renton, was dedicated on Oct. 12th, by the music of a brass 
band, ice cream, etc., an oration by Col. J. Vancleve and a 
speech by the proud teacher, Daniel T. Sanford. Capt, J. F. 
Lovett presented Mr. S. with a new American flag. 

Many ex-Modelities are distinguishing themselves in athletics. 
Lull, '88, is on the Rutger's |foot ball team. Buckman, '90, 
rowed last Summer on the U. of P. crew. Taylor, '82, is one of 
Princeton's foot ballists. Hermance, '91, is already prominent 
in athletics at the U. oi P., and will probably be an oarsman 
next season. He is also a member of the Glee Club. 

Evans, '88, and Dunham, '87, are again heard from. They 
are once more prize-winners at Princeton. 

Alstyn Blackwell, '87. was recently slightly injured by an 
accident. 

Within the past few months three of our Model graduates 
have entered the bonds of wedlock. THE SIGNAL extends its 
heartest congratulations to the happy couples. 

Miss Ida Aller, of the class of '86, was married to Milton 
Morton Leib, of Mt. Joy, Pa., by Rev. D. H. Shock. After the 
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ceremony Mr. and Mrs. Leib started on a wedding trip South. 
On their return they took up their residence at Mt. Joy, Pa. 

The residence of Mr. Curtis T, Williams, 164 W. Hanover St., 
was not long ago the scene of a wedding, the contracting parties 
being Mr. Chas. M. Heath and Miss Jane I. Williams. Rev. E. 
Lucas, of the First Baptist Church, officiated. 

Harry McDowell, '82, is another Model hoy who has lately 
renounced bachelorhood. As one of our most promising 
youngmen, we wish him every success in life. 

It is with interest that we follow the career of the students 
who have been graduated from our schools, and from time to 
time give our readers what items we are able to learn. 

Of the class of '91, Model, five of the young ladies have re
turned to enjoy the benefits of the State Schools. Misses 
Hannah Easthurn, Ada Moore, Maggie Shultz and Josephine 
Street are enrolled with the list of Normals, and there will test 
their armors and be fully equipped to enter the field of the 
" new profession." 

Miss Nellie Hollingsworth is pursuing an eclectic course at 
the Model. 

Miss Jean Van Kirk will enjoy the Winter at Princeton, N. J. 
Miss Emma Linburg under private tution is preparing for 

Bryn Mawr College. 
Miss Anna Allen has begun her duties as instructor of music, 

and is enjoying her work. 
Miss Bessie Bailey, after an absence of six years, will ap

preciate the comforts of home life at Glenwood, N. J. 
Miss Lizzie Lawshe is continuing her study of music. 
Miss Grace Furman will spend the Winter in New York. 
A. I. Hunt is a popular freshmen at the U. of P. 
A. H. Holcombe is at his home in Lambertville. 
G. A. H all and J. C. Smith are occasionally seen in Trenton. 

They are Princeton freshmen. 
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LOCAL. 

SCHOOL MATTERS. 
AT LAST. 

TN the words of the hymn, "Sound the loud timbrel, exulting-
ly sing," let our feelings find expression. Our new building 

is an accomplished fact. We " point with pride " to its impos
ing tront; we pace its ample corridors exultingly; we proudly 
enter its spacious auditorium, and not less joyfully do we note 
the long-wished for gymnasium. Our lines have, indeed, fallen 
m pleasant places. The year 1891 marks our entrance into the 
promised land. 

This structure is one hundred and twenty-two feet long and 
sixty-eight feet wide. On the first floor there is a room furnish
ing most satisfactory accommodations for manual training, an 
elegant room for a library—and what a library it will be when 
the cases of books adorn this spacious apartment. There are 
also, on this floor, the three rooms assigned to the natural 
sciences—one a laboratory that can accommodate at least 75 
pupils, with all the appliances necessary for practical work in 
quantitative and qualitative analysis and synthetic chemistry. 
W e doubt that there is another chemical working room equal 
to this in any Normal School in the country. The second room 
is a lecture room, and the third a museum containing many 
specimens. 

I he second floor has one of the largest gymnasiums in the 
country. A\ e believe, that with its main room, lavatories and 
apparatus rooms, it is the largest and best appointed gym
nasium in the United States. We gave in our April SIGNAL 
a comparative view of seven or eight gymnasiums, including 
our own, and ours was much the larger. The working room is 
122x40; the adjoining rooms are, in the aggregate, 122x28 feet. 

On the third floor there is an auditorium filled with elegant, 
separate seats, arranged in semi-circular order. The capacity of 
the room is 1,200. 
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This new building has been the means of securing much 
needed new recitation rooms. The old " Model Chapel " has 
been turned into three, of which the drawing department has 
the largest, occupying as it does full one-half of the old chapel. 
The writing and music departments divide the other half. 

We set these facts down for the special benefit of our graduates 
who cannot feast their eye upon the good things we enjov. And 
now the THE SIGNAL has completed its tale of improvement, 
and we shall henceforth speak of the Normal, not as in a stage 
of reform, or, as being about to accomplish great works when 
we shall have secured proper furnishings for great accomplish
ments. \Y e have the material a plant," and we are organized as 
a school to do educational work second to none. We have no 
apology to make. We are bound to do our work so that the re
sults shall be worthy of the great efforts made in our behalf as 
students. We are to consider our high-calling. To whom 
much has been given, from them much will be expected. Let 
THE SIGNAL find a place just here to express the thanks of the 
students of the Normal and of the Model, to all those who have 
been instrumental in putting this State school into the front line 
of Normal schools of our country, and when we shall have paid 
our due mead of praise to the State Board of Education, to the 
Governor and the Legislature of the State, we shall be pardoned 
if, in an especial manner, we thank him who is so near to us, 
and whose labor has made all these things possible, our Princi
pal, Dr. J. M. Green. 

TRENTON ART NOTES. 
A/[I&S Klydia Kichardson, daughter of Dr. Richardson, late 
1V1 pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church, and who was 
honored as a pupil in the Students' Art League of New York, is 
teaching in this city. Her class, which includes many prominent 
young people, occupies the studios in the Scott building. Such 
has been Miss Richardson's success that she also has a class in 
Newark. 

There is some talk among manufacturing potters concerning 
the establishment of an industrial school and ceramic studios 
in Trenton. The subject was agitated some time ago, but the 
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time did not seem ripe for such a movement. The introduction 
of a thorough course of manual and art training in the State 
Schools has done much to awaken interest in this important 
matter, and it looks now as if a decisive step would soon be 
taken. 

Original Beleek ware—which is made in the southwestern 
part of county Donegal, Ireland—has lost much of its original 
excellence. A change of management in the works proved of 
no benefit to the establishment, and as a result the Trenton pot
ters find it not only easy but profitable to compete with the 
Irish Pottery. Indeed, our leading firms are entering the Lon
don and Parisian markets and " carrying the war into Africa " 
in such a way that the foreign potters must look to their laurels. 

It is extremely gratifying to note that the buildings recently 
erected in this city are nearer true types of architectural excell
ence than were their predecessors. What might be known as 
the Philadelphia Harmony "—solid brick fronts, so wide, so 
high, so red, miles all alike, have given place to more distinctive 
edifices which would be a credit to a metropolis. The new 
Turner Hall is one of these, and with its graceful lines and per
fect appointments reflects great credit upon Trenton. 

FRANC SOAMES IN True American. 

THE ELECTI ON OF EDITORS. 

AN examination of our first page will tell the reader the 
T\ names of those who have been selected to conduct THE 
SIGNAL for the current term. The election was particularly 
noticeable for the number of candidates nominated and voted 
for in the Normal. 1 here were twenty-two persons who received 
votes for the four places assigned to the Normal. Those who 
received the highest number were elected. Among the four 
chosen was Miss Hannah Eastburn, an editor last year on the 
Board from the young ladies department of the Model school. 
Miss Eastburn offered her resignation, which was reluctantly 
accepted by the Board, and Miss Mason, who had received the 
next highest number of votes, was chosen by the Board in her 
place. There were two other candidates who received a ver}r 
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flattering vote in the first election, viz., Miss Case and Mr. 
Boyer. 

A proper rivalry for the position of an editor on THE SIGNAL 
Board we count a good thing. The place is an honorable one, 
and we think it should be sought for by those who are stimu
lated by a noble ambition to do valiant service with the edi
torial we. 

Let the students in both the Normal and the Model strive in 
their essay work to profit by their labor, to make progress in 
this branch of their regular sehool-work, that their composi
tions will point them out as fit persons to fill the places of those 
who have, in times past, so ably edited THE SIGNAL. 

SCHOOL COLORS. 

WHAT is the matter with the school colors? We have not 
seen the Blue and Gold for a long time. THE SIGNAL 

lifted up its voice for the adoption of school colors, and not in 
vain. Now that we have them, why not bring them out? Is 
there any reason why the school building should not display 
the Blue and Gold? Let the auditorium be decorated, if not 
extensively then put a touch of color some where about the 
platform. The school colors about the frame of that sad cap
tive on the Bellerophon would not be a desecration. 

Bring out the school colors. Let the sentiment of Moses 
rather than that of Aaron uttered a propns to t he nasal organ, be 
adapted to our use and needs : 

"Says Aaron to Moses, 
Let's cut off our noses; 
Says Moses to Aaron, 
'Tis the fashion to wear 'em." 

The school colors—let it be the fashion to wear 'em. 

OUR NEW TEACHERS. 

WE greatly miss, this year, one of our faithful teachers, Miss 
Rae Meyer, who has returned to her home in New York 

City, after teaching here for several years. 
Our school is very fortunate in having added to its Faculty a 

number of new teachers of acknowledged ability. 
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Miss May Bobbins, who was graduated from our Normal 
School and who taught for three years in Bridgeton, has been 
appointed one of the assistants in the primary department. 

Miss Alice Brewster, a graduate of Wellesley, who taught 
for two years in the High School of Westbury, Mass., has taken 
the department of German literature and history. 

Miss Emma K. Hunt, a graduate of Vassar, after two years of 
successful teaching, comes to us from Short Hill, N. J. 

Mr. Edward Healy was for several years the able principal of 
the Iloboken Manual 1 raining School, which is considered the 
best in the State. 

Hi. H. B. Boice, instructor in physiology and director of the 
gymnasium, was graduated from Middlebury College, Vermont, 
and from the University Medical School of New York. He 
spent two summers with Dr. Sergent, of Cambridge, was also as
sociated with doctors Seaver of Yale, and Anderson of Brooklyn 
at Chautauqua, was one year in charge of the Physical De
partment at Rutgers, and for over a year had charge of the Pen-
sacola Athletic Club. 

To all our new teachers we extend a most cordial welcome, 
and hope their new fields of labor will prove enjoyable. 

AN ART SCHOOL. 
THE POTTERS WANT A TECHNICAL ESTABLISHMENT HERE. 

(' M AN Y prominent Trenton people outside of the potteries 
1V1 are agitating for the establishment of an art and tech

nical school in this city," says the Potters Journal. "These 
institutions do wonders toward devoloping artistic taste in any 
locality. That means commercial importance, and that means 
more people, more houses, more money in circulation and more 
business done. Of course all these desirable results would not 
be brought about in five minutes, but they would come, all the 
same, A l aboratory where clays could be analyzed and tested 
in a small kiln would save thousands of dollars to our boss 
potters, and if they would only lead off with a voluntary tax or 
some or method of raising a fund for that purpose, there would 
be but little difficulty in starting the institution, and before long 
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Trenton would be the Mecca to which all lovers of the beauti
ful in the pottery art would come. 

" The manufacturing potters have recognized the need of such 
an institution, and have taken some steps of a practical nature 
looking toward the establishment of one. At the last convention 
of the U. S. Manufacturing Potters' Association they made some 
provision to start a school of the character we have named, but 
the institution that receives their patronage is located in 
Philadelphia. 

" Why not concentrate all their efforts to locate and build up 
one here in Trenton, the recognized center? Manual training 
is already established in our State schools. The State would 
meet them half way, and the benefits would amply repay the 
outlay, in the great superiority of Trenton's pottery products. 
Little by little our prestige would grow, until the output of our 
potteries would be still further enhanced, both from an artistic 
and business point of view."—State Gazette. 

TRIFLING. 

IT is time and past time to note the subjects upon which too 
many students talk when they are not speaking with a 

teacher. Observation has not shown that the topics of their 
conversations are " professional," and this result is to be now 
and then regretted. Tennyson speaks about "All the windy 
ways of man," he might say a word obout the breath wasted in 
the tittle-tattle of school girls. Worse than the hackneyed 
" brook " they " chatter, chatter as they flow," or, better, roam 
at will from room to room. 

For culture and special training, they are here, still how 
seldom do they make their chosen work the topic of conversa
tion. Ribbons, frills and furbelows which they so neatly ar
range ; cakes, caramels and ices which they do not have, but 
imagine; trifles light as air, of hall gossip; their personal likes 
and dislikes, and meaningless small talk. They play upon the 
piccolo of persiflage through all its stops and keys. 

Oh! for a serious wind to blow the nonsense from the heads of 
frivolous youth! 'Twill be said, " Such is the way of human 
nature: All too soon will wrinkled care kill her cat. Let joy be 
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unconfined!" Fiddlesticks! People with an object become 
enthusiastic. The lawyer's clerk is trying cases with his fellows; 
the student in medicine rides his hobby when he meets his 
associate saw-bones; the newspaper man is all agog to tell or 
hear the latest wrinkle in the profession. Shall a Normal be 
less interested in her chosen work ? Mark this: the trains of 
thoughts to which your mind cheerfully tends, the topics which, 
you willingly and with pleasure discuss, these exhibit your pur
pose or your lack of purpose; these mark you as an earnest, 
or as a frivolous person. There should be a time for recreation, 
then let the spirits have play ; there is certainly a time for work, 
and this most of our waking hours, then let sobriety abound. 
Be earnest, be patient, be serious, and let all your energies be 
employed to accomplish your aim. 

IT is pleasing to note the increase in popularity which athletics 
has attained among the boys of the Model. We see young 

men who in former years apparently took no interest in 
bodily exercise, now in the thickest of a foot ball " scrimmage," 
or practicing the long jump with a " stick-to-winnurs," which 
cannot but bring good results. This movement is undoubtedly 
due to the efforts of our genial instructor in physical training, 
who through his popularity has done and is doing much for 
the bodily well-being of his " boys." 

IT would be a very pleasant thing if literary productions 
could be submitted to something like chemical analysis, if 

we could separate the merits of a book, as we can the magnesia 
of Epsom Salts by a simply practical application of the doctrine 
of affinities. 

AVERY successful photograph of the Normal buildings, in
cluding the Normal, Model, and the new building, was 

recently taken. There was also another of the front of the new 
building. These pictuces could, and we suppose can still be ob
tained for the price of twenty cents apiece. Mr. Adolph Beers 
was the artist. 
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IN no critical mood, but only to give an instance of " the cart 
before the horse," do we recall that the material for grading 

the ground about the new building was obtained from under said 
building. The idea of digging a cellar after the house is finished 
seems a trifle ludicrous. It is our wish, however, that the dig
ging should be continued. Dig it all out with left-handed shov
els and one-armed diggers, to preserve the unities, and throw the 
dirt out of the rear window if it is wanted in front, only get it 
out, and, may the court please, let a bowling alley be placed in 
the cellar thus strangely brought into existence. 

YOU have observed, no doubt, that there are no vacant seats 
in the Normal; that there are thirty or forty students who 

are not provided with desks ? You have noticed the procession 
down Model ave., and another to the very pleasant and roomy 
quarters, on Clinton and Wall streets, haven't you ? You have, 
if you have visited us any time since the opening of school, in 
September. (Well, things are thus because we are crowded, over
flowing, in fact. The Normal is on the high road of prosperity, 
and we are pleased to send this cheering statement to our friends. 
There is good reason for this state of affairs. Water does not 
rise to a reservoir and overflow without some lifting power, does 
it? If you look through the departments of our institution, 
both the new and those that have been re-organized you will see a 
coordination of parts—a unity of purpose. The wheels go 
round, and all the hands on the dial respond according to their 
functions. The main-spring and balance-wheel are in the Prin
cipal's office. Sure! 

THE initial letters and tailpiece on pages 15,16,29, are from 
the pen work of Blossom Farley, of "A" class in the Model 

School. We are indebted to The American Book-Maker, a journal 
of technical art and information for printers, book-binders and 
publishers, for the plates. These and several other specimens of 
our artist's handiwork appeared in the May number of The 
Book-Maker. 

The editor of that critical magazine says, " The group of 
ornamental initials on page 147 of The Book-Maker, as well as 
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the accompanying tailpiece, were specially drawn for this pub
lication by R. Blossom Farley, whose admirable work shows 
not only a power of conception, but an ability to execute, in an 
artistic manner, a class of designs which greatly add to the 
decoration of the letterpress." 

1 his is high praise. THE SIGNAL has this group of orna
mental initials, and the editors will endeavor to place the 
remainder of them before the readers of THE SIGNAL in its 
subsequent numbers. 

WHAT IS IT ? 

A NAIASIS / 2569801, Division D—E, Class Z, Su b-Division 
IY I-C. The subject of the analysis consisted of a homogene
ous mass welded together under the influence of heat, forming 
a compact body, the hardness of which was .9, and which sus
tained a transverse strain of 427652-ig pounds, and showed a 
tensile strength equivalent to four tons. Could be compressed 
by hydraulic pressure of 53961 pounds. 

1 urther research developed and established the relative quan
tities of the material forming the subject, viz.: 

T. sestivum, ... .71 
Saccharum, . . . . .9 
Dead flies, .... .4 
Shop worn expression, . . . .6 
Salable qualities, ... .0 
Organic bodies, .  . . .  . 5  
Green mould, .... .5 

100 
Upon subjection to acid tests it was found that it was not af

fected by nitric, muriatic or carbolic acid. 
A portion of the sample was tested for road-making qualities 

and was found to be a very valuable material, provided the 
wagons had two-inch tires and were not loaded over 45,000 
pounds. 

Fire test: Portion subject to temperature of 561 degrees F. 
for a space of fourteen hours stood the test well. Might be used 
for lining cupolas in place of present fire brick, and no doubt 
would prove a very desirable article. 

It is almost impossible to determine for what purpose the 
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sample was originally manufactured. It is evidently the work 
of the Egyptians dating back to the time of the oppression of 
the Jews. It was probably used as an offering to Isis, and is 
said by some to be the material of which Ptolemy Philadelphus 
built his beacon light on the island of Pharos. It is not to be 
understood that he used it for fire-wood, rather that he built the 
house containing the light of this material. 

The present sample was discovered at Trenton, N. J., and it 
has been established that it was brought to this country on the 
Mayflower. When discovered it contained a corner-stone in 
which were numerous articles showing the many hands through 
which it had passed up to that time. A la rge portion of it was 
used in building culverts before its great antiquity was discovered. 

It has been stated that an article of this kind is offered the 
pupils of the the Normal School on the plea that it will satisfy 
hunger, but this analysis should clearly prove that it is impos
sible to sustain life on such an article, although it is even now 
frequently tried. 

In using this analysis for future reference and determination, 
it must be clearly and distinctly understood that the writer has 
labored under some difficulties. In cases where the specimen is 
supposed to be edible, it should be accompanied by a sample 
about which no supposition lingers, and which can be more 
readily tested. This will enable us to distinguish between build
ing material and food. The latter is a preferred article for ex
amination for we are not always supplied with the building ma
terial, might say "rocks," to get it With. 

We trust that our report will meet with the approbation and ap
proval of your honorable body, and that when again in need of 
careful and deliberate scientific investigation and determination 
you will favor us with your orders. While our reports are 
usually weighty enough to be sold by the pound, yet we shall be 
pleased to supply them by the foot or yard if desired. Respect
fully submitted. DONOVAN O'CARRIGA N & Co., 

Chemists, per C. P. S. 
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THE MOCK-TRIAL 
TAN Friday, Nov. 6th, 1891, the crowning event of the term in 
vy the Normal Debating Society took place. It was the semi
annual mock-trial. This is always looked forward to by the 
members of the society. It is an opportunity to display their 
eloquence, and to show that by being in the society they have 
been improved materially in oratory, debate and knowledge of 
literature. Great interest was manifested. Members of the 
society could be frequently seen on their way to the court house 
in search of n ew ideas to use in the trial. On Friday, Nov. 6th, 
ample proof was given to show that their effort had not been in 
vain. The following took active part: Judge, Pres't. A. Truman 
Boyer; State Attorneys, D. Gibbs and Edwin D. DeWitt; 
Attorneys for defence, James Northrup and Walter Sage; wit
nesses tor the state, Horace Coddington, Charles Maxwell and 
J. Crittenden Allen; witnesses for defence, E. W. Oliver, H. J. 
Beers and Mr. McKenzie; prisoner-at-the-bar, A. L. Haggerty; 
Court Crier, Gleason; Sergeant-at-Arms, C. Carter. The Judge 
chose the following jurors: Smith, Wise, Rue Carnes, Hoagland, 
Little, \Y ilkins, Iteheels, Wilson and (foreman) Rude. 

The court was opened by Crier Gleason as follows: " Hear 
ye! Hear ye! People of the City of Trenton, in the County of 
Mercer in the State of New Jersey, that," etc. He gave the 
Points of evidence which were the foundation of the case and 
read the following indictment: "A. L. Haggerty, the prisoner-at-
the-bar, is hereby indicted for the murder of one Jno. Williams, 
on the 2-)d of Oct., 1891, for which crime the said A. L . Hag
gerty is, this 6th day of Nov., 1891, brought for trial before the 
District Court of the State of New Jersey, in the City of Trenton. 

" By order of the State through its attorneys, 
" D. GIBBS, 
" E. D. DEWITT." 

\\ itness Coddington was then brought in and examined by 
Attorney DeYt itt, and cross-examined by Lawyer Northrup. 
The attorneys for defence were required to show their papers. 
In turn the other witnesses were duly sworn and examined. 
4 he cross-examinations would have done credit to regularly 
licensed practitioners. In the summary of t he case each lawyer 
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merited the applause which greeted him at the close of his 
speech. The forcible argument of DeWitt; the persuasive 
tones of Gibbs; the pathetic pleading of Sage and the roaring 
eloquence of Northrup were events of untiring interest. 

Judge Boyer charged the jury to realize their responsibility to 
God, to their country and to humanity; to consider well the 
evidence and arguments presented, and to bring in a verdict 
consistent with iheir own honor and integrity. After an absence 
of ten minutes, the jury brought in a verdict of " Not guilty." 
The prisoner was discharged, and with the hearty cheers of all, 
this, the best of all the society's mock-trials, quickly adjourned. 

S a result of the hot contests in the recent campaign in 
different states, politics entered into the boys hall with a 

vigor and vim, never before known to the residents of the said 
place. The numerous wire-pullers, office-seekers and honest 
polititians exerted their energies to the utmost extent, and, to 
say the least, the results accomplished were marvelous. National 
questions of vital importance were propounded with such logical 
power, as would give credit to a Webster, Clay or £alhoun. 

The boys were well informed on the issues, and in numerous 
party skirmishes, one could hear several young Demosthenes 
thrilling the audience with eloquence. While some used the 
Socratic method of quietly reasoning out the truths, others re
sorted to physical force to demonstrate certain political beliefs. 
After one grand rally, we obsorved a good Republican with a 
torn coat and crushed finger; in another, the now advancing, 
now retreating lines reminded us of Grant's battle in the 
Wilderness. But let not these incidents mar our opinions of 
the manly character and good intentions of the boys. And 
may we look forward to the time when our Senate Chamber 
and the walls of the House of Representatives will be ringing 
with eloquence from Normal Hall. 

THE Senior 1st Class are breaking the record in Algrebra. 
They evidently intend to make a dash in Geometry. 

A q uartette from Rutger's College attended a meeting of the 

POLITICS. 
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State Schools Y. M. 0. A., and favored the boys with some ex
cellent selections in the line of songs. 

A squad of troops neatly attired in uniforms of white, were 
observed steadily and confidentially marching along Model 
Ave., Hollow een. At the time referred to they were singing 
" John Brown's body lies mouldering in the grave," etc., to the 
extreme delight of the young ladies. All the boys lacked was 
an old tin pan to beat time on; as it was, they " beat the 
Dutch." 

A COPY of the following letter has been mailed to all the 
graduates of the Normal and Model Schools, whose ad

dresses could be obtained. Its publication here may possibly 
come under the eye of some well-wisher of THE SIGNAL, and 
produce the desired result. 

NORMAL SCHO OL, Oct. 19th, 1891. 
Last year THE SIGNAL appealed to many of the Alumni of 

the State Schools indeed, to all whom it could reach to sub
scribe for the school magazine. We were pleased to meet with 
a generous response on the part of the graduates, and this year 
a no less cheering reply to this communication is expected. 

W e ask you to send your name and sixty cents, the subscrip
tion price for THE SIGNAL for one year. We need your assist
ance, and we trust you will be repaid when you receive the 
magazine, which is the official organ of the institution of which 
you were once a member, and for which you still entertain a 
kindly feeling. 

May we look for your favorable reply ? It is only sixty cents 
for the year. Yours sincerely, 

EDWIN D. DEWITT, Secretary. 
Please address, 

THE SIGNAL, TRENTON, N. J. 

THE C. C., MA Y 1, '90. 
T N the Spring of 1890, 
1 When all was fresh and green, 

The C. C.'s strong and mighty 
Went forth by teachers unseen. 
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They met at the foot of Calhoun, 
With hearts so light and gay; 

Just" three and a half past noon, 
The pleasantest part of the day. 

Two of the C. C.'s were absent. 
Now six the party composed, 

And with quick and ready consent, 
They took the tow-path as proposed. 

They were seated on a bank 
In a quiet shady lane, 

When their hearts within them sank, 
For it began to rain. 

An old house just in sight 
Afforded a shelter from rain, 

And within they hastened all right. 
Will they ever meet there again? 

Oh ! that rainy afternoon 
In the old house up the river, 

The moments passed too soon, 
The very thought makes me shiver. 

But school in a short time was over, 
And then we had to part, 

But time, I know, cannot sever 
The memories of that lark. GYP. 

PROFESSOR FARLEY. 

PROF. FARLEY'S faithful work in our Normal School in 
teaching how to teach writing in public schools is beginning 

to be appreciated beyond the limits of our own state. He re
ceived invitations to talk before teachers from four or five differ
ent eastern states last winter, and has just declined an invitation 
to spend two or three weeks in the West. He speaks twice in 
Brooklyn some time this month. 

And this leads us to notice the " Normal Review System of 
Writing " by Prof. Farley associated with W. B. Gunnison, Princi
pal of Public School No. 19, Brooklyn, N. Y. This series of copy 
books has many points of superiority over all others. Favor
able testimonials are numberless. Its success has been com
mensurate with its merits. 
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It is claimed for this system that, while in excellence of form, 
beauty of line, artistic balancing of curve and angle, and, in short, 
in all that constitutes a beautiful, symmetrical, and even artistic 
handwriting, it has no superior, its excellence and superiority 
are not limited to these; the system goes beyond, and presents 
methods of teaching the subject which, recognized in all other 
branches, have been ignored heretofore in the presentation ot 
this branch. These features are not of a character requiring 
elaborate arrangement and explanation, but when suggested will 
be easily recognized and appreciated by every thoughtful teacher 
and educator. 

THE STATE SCHOOLS' QUARTETTE. 

WHEN the association, which bore this name, was disbanded 
at the close of the last school year, it was not expected 

that we should again have as good a musical club in the schools. 
A new quartette has been organized, however, which certainly 
makes good music as the one which was so popular last year. 
The members have already sung at several concerts in the city, 
and have many engagements which they expect to fulfill. They 
will probably sing at the entertainment of the Thencanic Society 
which may soon be given, when every member of the State 
Schools will have an opportunity of h earing them. The follow
ing are the members: First tenor, Wm. McKenzie; second 
tenor, Edward Smith ; first bass, Grosvenor Barbour; second 
bass, Wm. Van Scoten. The quartette is ably accompanied by 
Miss Carrie Cooper. 

A glee club of twelve members, under the leadership of Mr. 
Grosvenor Barbour, has also been organized. They expect to be 
ready for engagements by the Christmas Holidays. Miss Cooper 
is the accompanist. 

STATE SCHOOL CADET CORPS. 

AT a stated meeting, held Oct. 12, 1891, in the gymnasium of 
the New J ersey State Schools, a military company, consist, 

ing of t he students of the Normal and Model Schools, was organ
ized. The meeting was opened by Mr. George M. Ridgwav, who 
briefly stated the purpose of the meeting. Nominations for offi
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cers were made. The subsequent voting resulted in the election 
of the following officers : Dr. Boice, President; A. Truman Boyer, 
Secretary and Treasurer; C. E. Lasher, Captain; George M. 
Ridgeway, First Lieutenant; J. H. Wilson, Second Lieutenant; 
George Buckman, Sargeant. A committee consisting of Dr. 
Boice, J. Crittenden Allen, Normal and C. E. Lasher, Model, was 
appointed to draw up a constitution. On the following day 
a constitution prepared by this committee was submitted for the 
action of the company. 

It received the approval of the members of the organization 
and was, by a unanimous vote, approved the same day, October 
13. Mondays and Wednesdays were appointed as drill days. 
The company is now being disciplined by Capt. Lasher under 
the direction of Dr. Boice. The intricacies of military tactics 
are gradually being mastered. It is to be' hoped that in a short 
time the company will have acquired such a degree of proficiency 
in the manual of arms that it will be a credit to itself and to the 
noble institution in which it was organized. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

WITH deepest sorrow do we announce the death of our class
mate, A. Howard Ege, which took place at Pasadena, Cal., 

Oct. 26, 1891, in the twenty-second year of his age. 
Many of the readers of THE SIGNAL w ill remember Mr. Ege. 

In Sept., 1884, he entered what was then known as the Junior 
B. class of the Model School, and keeping pace with his class
mates, graduated June 26, '89. 

He took the scientific course throughout, held high rank in 
his class, and in many subjects received the highest average. At 
the commencement exercises of his class, he rendered a difficult 
selection from Shakespeare in a manner which did credit to him
self and to his teacher. 

While a student he took an active part in all that was for the 
welfare of his school and class. He was president of the Then-
canic Society, and Managing Editor of THE SIGNAL. In social 
matters he was an acknowledged leader. Twice he entertained 
the class in royal style at his own home, and in every class 
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gathering, both before and after our graduations, lie was the life 
of the party. 

After leaving the Model School he spent the summer at his 
charming home near Hopewell, N. J., thoroughly enjoying all the 
society and pleasure the season afforded. In September, wish
ing to prepare himself for business, he entered Prof. A. J. Rider's 
Business College and finished a course in bookkeeping and bank
ing at the close of the school year. Early the following August 
he left for Ewing, Nebraska, where he there entered upon a good 
position in a bank in which his father is largely interested. 
While in Ewing he became highly popular both in business and 
social circles, but ill health soon compelled him to sever all these 
pleasant relations. After two attacks of pneumonia he was 
concerned about his condition, and in May of the present year 
came East. Going to Prof. Pepper for examination and treat
ment, he was advised by that eminent physician to seek a 
change of cl imate. With much encouragement and many words 
of good cheer from a large circle of friends, he left New Jersey 
September 29, never, alas, to return. 

Arriving in California, his health for a time seemed improved, 
but before he became acclimated he was taken with acute pleu
risy. Sickening on Wednesday, he died the following Monday. 

Before leaving home, he had expressed a desire, as soon as he 
was acquainted and able, to unite with the church in Pesadena. 
He made known this wish to the pastor of the church; and no 
previous opportunity having offered, he was received into the 
communion of the church in his own room, just before his 
death, and with the words, " Love to mother, and tell father I 
died a Christian," he closed his eyes in peaceful, dreamless sleep. 

The funeral took place at the residence of his father in Hope
well November 7th. Nine of his class-mates, with sad hearts, 
took the final look at the casket in the open grave which held 
the' remains of one of our most dearly beloved and highly re
spected friends. 

Thus, in the spring time of life, when all was beautiful and 
nothing seemed impossible, when life was a pleasant dream, he 
was cut off and gathered to his eternal home. 

Though a member of our class has been taken from us, the 
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chain of friendship is not severed. We shall but cherish more 
tenderly the memory of the departed, and the life so kind and 
helpful, so worthy to be an example, will survive in its influence 
on our lives. 

}Gom• s°r Class °f,§9-

NORMAL DEBATING SOCIETY. 

THE Normal Debating Society is enjoying a year of unpre
cedented success. Never before has the society been so 

large, and never has such interested been displayed on the part 
of the members in general. 

On Friday afternoon, Sept. 14th, the society met for the first 
time this school year, and though we missed many who were 
the mainstays of the society last year, we know we have their 
approval ^hen we say we were g]a(j t0 see their places filled by 
new recruits, brought to our ranks by the never-failing law of 
succession. 

At that meeting the society elected the following persons as 
officers: A. T. Boyer, president; E. D. DeWitt, vice-president; 
W. F. McKenzie, secretary; J. C. A llen, treasurer; and C. Max
well, W. M. Sage and J. C. Allen, executive committee. After 
the oath of office had been duly administered, the President 
made an inaugural address, in which he outlined the policy to 
be pursued by him during his stay office. Upon motion this 
policy met with the unanimous concurrence of the society. We 
can truly say that, during our connection with the society, the 
debates have never been so earnest, spirited and well contested. 
It is the aim of the President to have one or more new mem
bers on each debate, and these have done unusually well for 
beginners. 

To earnest members the society cannot fail to be one of the 
greatest means of development, which the school offers. It 
leads them to study and to have intelligent opinions on import
ant questions, and it gives them self-control which is one of the 
most important qualifications of a good teacher. 
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THE secret society known as the " R. L.," which existed in 
the girls hall last year, has re-organized and is doing good 

work. New members have been admitted this year, and the 
old members are continually in search of good, active workers. 

LITERARY WORKERS. 

THE Society of Literary Workers has never been a more 
flourishing condition than it is at the present time-

Although some of the members were graduated last year, yet 
their places were soon filled, and the society continues to increase 
in numbers. The work of the society has been slightly altered, 
its object now being to study carefully the works of one author 
for the period of three months, while formerly a new author 
was introduced at each meeting. The officers which were 
elected in June are as follows: President, Miss Josephine 
Schock; Vice-President, Miss Nellie Mason; Secretary, Miss 
Mazie Chadwick ; Treasurer, Miss Ethel Harris. 

THREE Normal gradutes of the Class of '91, visited this city 
a short time ago and held a reception at one of the promi-

ent hotels here. It is understood that several students of the 
school accepted an invitation to be present. 

A Young Men's Christian Association was organized at the 
Boys Hall, Oct. 29th, under the direction of Mr. Venter, 

secretary of the City Association; the following officers were 
elected, J. H. Northrup, President; C. E. Lasher, vice-president; 
W. H. McKenzie, recording secretary ; H. J. Biers, correspond
ing secretary, and J. Van Scoten, treasurer. 

FOOT BALL. 

NEVER before has the Model School, as a whole, taken such 
an interest in foot ball. Everybody seems to enjoy it, 

and there are many boys in the school who bid fair to become 
fine players of the finest of out-door sports. Great credit should 
be given to Mr. Ridgway for the starting of this game this Fall, 
for, at his suggestion, a meeting of those interested was called, 
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Mr. Voorhees being elected chairman, Mr. Stewart was chosen 
captain and Mr. Hurd business manager. Several games have 
been a rranged, and the outlook for the rest of the season is very 
bright. The school has some good material amongst its pupils, 
who though, perhaps, a little green at the game, yet show steady 
improvement in the practice games which are played every 
afternoon. The following are the players with their positions: 
Left end, Haggerty; Right end, Stewart; Left tackle, Voorhees; 
Quarter back, Ridgway; Left guard, Gandy; Right half back, 
Crispin; Centre, Buckman ; Left half back, Hurd; Right guard, 
Rehill; Full back, Titus; Right takcle, Ott. Subs. Mason and 
Lewis. 

BOEDENTOWN 10—MODEL O . 

ON Saturday, Nov. 14th, the foot ball team of the State 
Schools lined up for the first time against an outside team 

The game was played at Bordentown against the Bordentown. 
Military Institute, lhe Model boys played a fine game as far 
as individuals was concerned, but were lacking in team play. 
This was due to the comparative "greenness " of the team. The 
score was, B. M. I. 10, Model 0. About one hundred students 
went down from the State Schools, and helped by their cheering 
to encourage the boys and to wake up Bordentown. The de
tailed account of the game is as follows: Game called at 3 p. M. 
Bordentown won the toss and took the ball. In breaking up 
the V the Model boys bunched too much, thus giving the 
Bordentowns a chance to send a around the cad, which they 
did making a gain of forty yards. There they were held for 
four downs, and the Models secured the ball. It was passed to 
Hunt for a kick, but owing to poor interference he had not time 
to kick properly. Bordentown then secured the ball and made 
the first touch down. For the rest of the half the playing was 
about even, the ball remaining near the centre of the field. 
Second half, the Models having the ball, gained five yards on a 
V, and then forced their opponents back for twenty yards', but 
lost the ball on four downs. The playing was then even until 
one of the Bordentown halfs secured the ball on a kick, and 
there being no one around walked in and deposited it behind 
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the goal. They failed at the kicks. The Models then braced 
up, and were forcing their way down the field by repeatedly 
bucking the centre when time was called. The features of the 
game was the playing of Stewart and Haggerty on the ends, 
and the running of Hurd. 

THE THENCANIC SOCIETY. 

UPON the afternoon of September 25th, the Thencanic Society 
of the Model School, held its regular meeting of the new 

year, and although few were present there was much enthusiasm. 
The following officers were elected for the half year: President, 

J. Brownlee Voorhees,; Vice-President, Geo. M. Ridgway; Sec
retary, Claude Lasher; Treasurer, H. G. Barbour; Censors, 
James Rustling, Hervey Studdeford, and Arthur Sprigman. 
The Society is larger this year than it has been for a long time 
past, this is owing to the large number who have joined from the 
High School B class. 

Our new members are already showing themselves to be valu
able assistants. Many of them are good debators, and all take 
a great interest in our work. The society is now busily engaged 
in preparing for its annual entertainment. These, heretofore, 
have always been most successful, and everybody is now striv
ing to make this one of the best ever given. 

AT.T. HALLOW E'EN. 

THIS year we had nothing to throw a shadow over our 
spirits. We had an unusually pleasant time. The 

majority of the dancers were in fancy dress. Gypsies, Spanish 
girls, nuns and court dames were all to be found there. Misses 
S-o-k, G-f-o-d, F-e-m-n, T-u l-w and W-l-o— were such dear 
little girls, that one would never have thought that three of 
them were dignified Seniors. 

On our way back to the Hall, we met a procession which, at 
first glance, we thought came from the region of ghosts and 
shades, but when we heard " Rah-rah-rah, N. J. M. S., Sis-boom-
ah-," we knew that no ghosts could or would give that yell 
We concluded that it must be the Hall boys out for a night 

parade. 
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PUPERINTENDENT Barringer, of Newark, made us a brief 
0 visit during the first of September. The few remarks 
which he made during morning exercises were much enjoyed 
by bot h schools, especially by the Normal which has heard Mr. 
Barringer several time before. 

SO many changes were made in the schools, that we scarcely 
recognized them on our return. The halls have received 

their full share of additional conveniences. When everything 
is completed, there will be only one thing which could be made 
better, and that is the platform in the auditorium. It is not 
large enough to hold even all of the visitors to the school. 

PERSONAL. 
The Waldwick boys (Bergen county), have found their first 

master in the person of Mr. Edwin BeboUt. We anticipate for 
him a brilliant future. 

The baby is much missed by the hall boys. 
Charlie Mason is still an advocate for and a strong believer in 

Democratic principles. 
The " Grand O's " ever beaming countenance is missing in the 

Hall. 
The N. D. S. is improving rapidly in debate and oratory 

under the careful management of its president, A. T. Boyer, '92. 
The boys are anxiously waiting the time when they can train 

their muscles in the new gymnasium. 
Miss Margueritta Marion has gone home to spend a few weeks. 
Edgar H. Hoffman, a young man of Cape May, who sold his 

driving horse to pay his way through the State Normal School 
at Trenton, will teach in the new $15,000 brown stone school 
house presented to District No. 57 by Theodore A. Havemeyer. 

Get John F. H to tell you about that Saturday night 
when he went " sparking." 

If inanimate things coulds speak, what an interesting tale the 
old sofa in the Model reception room could tell. 

Which of the Models girls should " play it in a mask ? " 
It is being told about the Model that Lew. S has a greater 

attraction than Caesar in the C room at the 4th period. 
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Get Sam W d to tell you some yarns about the T. D. S. 
If you are looking for real excitement, get the " senior three " 

to give their class yell in concert. 
Some of our prominent Model girls were in the squeeze near 

the railroad gates, on Thursday of Interstate Fair. (Were the 
young men there?) 

Miss B , of the Normal, is quite interested in mathematics, 
particularly " addie "-ition. 

Many students have been troubled by a whistling noise about 
the school. Persons desiring the abatement of said nuisance 
will kindly contribute toward the purchase of a razor for John 
F . 

Mr. J. C. Smith, Normal '91, is a frequent visitor to the Boys 
Boarding Hall. 

Mr. W. 0. Hermance, Model '91, is studying the human sys
tem at the University of Pennsylvania. 

A. Harry Holcombe, Model '91, an ex-editor of THE SIGNAL, 
is surveying for the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

Mr. A. I. Hunt, Model '91, is laboring hard with the study of 
anatomy at U. of P. 

Mr. James Watson, a former member of the Model School, is 
operating a telegraph instrument at Wilmington, Del. 

Mr. W. A. Whyte, who was with us last year, has recently 
received an appointment to West Point Military Academy. 

Every one was glad to see Miss Bremner, of Feb. '91, back to 
take the advanced course. Miss Bremner has left to take a 
special course in Physical Culture at Brooklyn. 

Miss Vogel spent a very pleasant Summer in Europe. 
Prof. Apgar and family spent their vacation at Glen Falls, N. 

Y. Professor delivered a series of lectures on the Natural 
Sciences at the Summer school at Glen Falls. 

Miss Williams took a Summer course at Harvard. 
On our return to school, we were surprised to learn that Miss 

Williams was to teach Psychology, and Miss Mathews was to be 
teacher of Rhetoric. 

Both girls and boys will soon become experts in Manual 
Training under Mr. Healey's instructions. They are " at it" 
now. 
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Miss Reiley is very much missed by all of her classes. We 
hope that she will soon recover from hei present illness. 

Professor Scobey is now residing at Lambertville. 
The Seniors of '91. In mentioning any of the graduates of 

the schools, we hope that we are not encrouching on the grounds 
of the Alumni Editor. Those whose graduated during the past 
year are making a sure success of teaching. 

Miss May Robbins is still in the State Schools, though it is 
as a teacher and not a pupil. She has the second year's work 
in the Primary Department. 

Misses Patterson, Schumacher and Horn are teaching in East 
Orange. All three are making a success, we could expect 
nothing- less of them. 

Miss Adele Lippincott and Miss Cramer are at Flemington. 
Miss Nellie Shearn is at Egg Harbor City, having her own 

way as usual. 
Miss Titsworth is in Somerville. We enjoyed her visit of 

October 31st. 
Miss Martie Lippincott is at Paul's City, an 1 Miss Vanneman 

is at Bridgeport, but they see each other every Friday. 
Miss Vautier is doing as much work at Englewood in teach

ing, as she did here in chemistry. 
Miss Loper is teaching in Bridgeton. She is too dignified to 

wear a " Tarn " now, and we hope that she never forgets her hat. 
Miss Rolfe is at Rahway, Miss Lizzie Miller at Daretown, Miss 

Applegate at Mt. Laurel. 
First carpenter of the first period, Manual Training class— 

Miss Eastburn; Senior I. penman, DeWitt. 
Sussex county is well represented by Messrs. McKenzie, 

Northrup, DeWitt, Oliver and Little. 

DRIFT. 
" What are trumps in the game of life ? " 
I asked of all in the busy strife. 
" Hearts," said the maiden, shy and sweet, 
With happy eyes and blushes fleet. 
The society belle smiled scornfully; 
" Hearts for you, but diamonds for me." 
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" Clubs," drawled the blas6 man of the world. 
Drifting down stream with his sails all furled. 
The grave-digger laughed as he plied his trade: 
"Spades are the final trumps," he said. 

—Baltimore American. 
The Sweet Girl Graduate.—"And what do you thing, Maude | 

Then he winked at me with his alter ego!" " His alter ego ? " 
" His other eye, of course! "—Life. 

A Jamaican proverb runs like this: " When de cow hab no 
tail, Go' rlmighty brush de fly." Sterne puts it in a much 
neater way: "God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb." 

Teacher.—" Name four vegetable productions of North 
America." 
Miss B.—Corn, Maize, Cochineal and Indian Corn. 

From what is cocoa made? 
Miss V.—" From the cocoa-nut." 

Normalite.—"I can't find any nouns of the first person for my 
Grammar lesson." 

Little Sister.—" I know two—Adam and Eve." 

Mrs. D.—" Miss A., what should you say after I give you per
mission to go ? " 

Miss A.—" Thank you. Now, Mrs. D., what should you say ? " 

Two bits of ribbon and one bit of straw make a bit of b onnet, 
all bits being the same size. If we have two bushels of ribbon 
and three bushels of straw, how many bushels of bonnets will 
we have? Two is the conclusion that the Senior 1 Class 
reached, but we don't believe it. 

Three is not always a crowd, e.g., Senior 2. 

" 0 wise ' Judge'! " " O learned 1 Judge'!" 

" Man wants but' Little ' here below, nor wants that' Little ' 
long." 

The votaries of Terpsichore now enjoy themselves in the 
gymnasium at recess. 

The whole is greater than any of its parts. Woman is a part 
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of man, therefore, woman is less than man. Perhaps women 
are less in regard to quantity, but in quality every one ackcwl-
edge them superior. 

Kate Field tells this about a finished product of a young 
ladies' seminary : She looked long and interestedly through the 
big telescope at the bright planet, which the professor had told 
her was Venus, and then she said : " Oh, isn't it perfectly lovely ! 
Now, please, show me Adonis." 

Scientific Chat.—The French chemist Le Fou announces the 
following simple domestic means of removing stains from linen. 

Mix 1 oz. ethylalcohol with 4 binoxalate of alumninium and 
2 lbs . chloride of gold. Dissolve in 2 kilograms hydrocyanide of 
methylacetene at 40 degree C. and sweeten to taste with six-
carbon-phenol.—Puck. 

If an S and an I and an O and a U. 
With an X at the end, spell Su ; 

And an E and a Y and an E spell I, 
Pray, what is a speller to do? 

Then, if also an S and an I and a G 
And an H E D spell cide. 

There's nothing much left for a speller to do, 
But to go and commit siouxeyesighed. 

—Pearson's Weekly. 
Iowa corn has been making a political and horticultural re

cord this season that justifies some tall stories. But it hardly 
warrants the following, which a recent arrival from the West 
brought with him: "I saw," says the recent arrival, "a man 
standing at the foot of a corn stalk." " How big is your corn ? " 
I asked the farmer. " I don't know," was the reply. " I just 
sent one of my boys up to see, and I'm worried to death about 
him." "Can't he get back?" "No; that's the trouble. The 
corn stalk's growin' up faster'n he kin climb down."— Washing
ton Star. 

Teacher (to Mickey)—Now, Mickey, you read the lesson to 
me first and then tell me, with the book closed,-what you read. 

Mickey (reading)—See the cow. Can the cow run? Yes, the 



GO THE SIGNAL. 

cow can run. Can the cow run as swiftly as the horse? No, the 
horse runs swifter than the cow. [Closing up his book to tell 
what he has read.] Get onto de cow. Kin her jig-steps run ? 
Be'cher 'life she kin run. Kin de cow do up de horse a runnin'? 
Naw, de cow ain't in it wid de horse.—Life. 

CRI-SIS OR SILLY-BUB? 

A Crisis in Spain.—Queen of Spain—" Moi Gracia! The baby 
king has the stomach-ache." 

Lord Chamberlain (excitedly).—" Woo-o ! Call the Secretary 
of the Interior."—Good News. 

Like a Hen.—" That hen eats corn by the quart." 
" You must be mistaken. I've been watching her eat, and 

she seems to do it by the peck."—Texas Siflings. 

Only 11 per cent, of flowers emit a perfume. The other 89 
per cent, omit a perfume.—Binghamton Republican. 

Agricultural Information: The electric plant belongs to the 
current family. Like the Lima bean it succeeds best when 
poled. It is most frequently attacked by the wire worm.— 
Lowell Courier. 

Teacher.—" Who should determine whether a class should 
whisper or not ? " 

Future Teacher.—" I think the class should." 

Lady (to a gentleman who had been talking very solemnly).— 
" Oh, Mr. , why don't you write a soliloquy on death die ? " 

A member of the A 1st class says, "A man can view his 
brains if he takes the proper steps." 

Science Teacher.—" Why does lightning strike twice in same 
place ? " 

Bright Pupil.—" Because it doesn't have to." 

First New Jersey State School Cadet.—" Say old man, have 
you ever smelled powder? " 

Second N. J. State S. Cadet.—" Yes, once. 
F. N. J. S. S. C.—" Where was it? " 
S. N. J. S. S. C.—" On a New York Normal College girl." 
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No, girls, he did not come from California, he " brings up! 
from a country adjacent from the United States—New Jersey. 

1 
Favorite sayings:— 
DeW-t.—" That's a humstummer." 
W. S-e.—•" What you say ? " 
M-x-1.—" I love flowers." 
G-ll-gh-r.—•" Is that so ? " 
St_w-rt.—Is G-ll-gh-r in school to-day ? " 
Judge.—" That depends." 
W-n.—" Keep cool." 
B-y-r.—" Hello, in there." 
The following conversation was heard to pass between a 

graduate and a present member of the Model, while sitting at a 
dinner table in Philadelphia the other day: 

gay c . " I have just had a new experience." 
"What is it W ?" . 
« Why, my moustache for the first time came in the way ot 

f rk " mA little girl and her mother in the ladies waiting room, at 
Wanamaker's. The ;iittlte girl seeing the sign " Comfortable," 
spelled " C-o-m, f-o-r, t-a-b-l-e-s come-for-tables. Then turnec 
to her mother and said, " Mamma, why didn't they say ' come 
for quilts,' instead of come for .tables?" 

Chinese version of, "How doth the little busy bee." 
How doth the busy little sting-bug 
Improve each sixty minutes, all the day, 
Go pick up sting-bug juice, 
From flowers just got busted. 

Scene.—Thencanic Society. 
SEC. (Reading).—" Resolved, that the negroes should be re

turned to Siberia." 
Indignant Censor.—" I have been misquoted. The name is 

Liberia." 
One of the bass singers of our double quartette, is quite 

satisfied that he has a fine voice. 
A man has a right to make as many additions to his vocabu
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lary of slang as he pleases; but when he disconnects " hood
lum " from himself and applies it to his moral superiors, he is 
making an erroneous application of the word. 

An echo from the Model Senior " Lodge."—" Who stole the 
force-pump." 

The Trinmoirate (in chorus).—" Sam Wood!" 

WHAT WE SAY AND WHAT THEY SAY. 

American. English. 

Telegram, Wire. 
Ticket office, Booking office. 
Buying a ticket, Booking. 
Railroad track, Permanent way, 
Rails, Metals. 
Switch, Points. 
Street car, Tram-car. 
Freight train, Goods-train. 
Conductor, Guard. 
Engineer, Driver. 
All-aboard, Seats, please. 
Matches, Lights. 
Freight car, Goods-van. 
Parquet, Pit. 


