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A 
UNIVERSITY EXTENSION. 

NY system of education in which all of a people cannot take 
a participating interest is certain to lead to antagonism. 

Such a system is, in its nature, a class system, and tends to pro. 
mote class distinctions even in a country where, before the law, 
no classes exist. The attainment of a liberal education now that 
collegiate standards have been advanced beyond those of colonial 
and early constitutional days, has become a task, in the first in
stance, of more advanced preparatory work and, in the second 
place, of more rigorous mental application during the under
graduate years. United with these considerations of intellectual 
standards is the hard, unyielding question of increased pecuniary 
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expense necessary to a collegiate experience. These circum
stances make a college course, in good measure, a matter of 
wealth, more particularly in the larger and more opulent insti
tutions. The result is that those who cannot afford the higher 
education together with those who have no inclination towards 
it come to regard the college graduates as a favored class, while 
secretly they feel themselves discriminated against. It matters 
not that there are some who "cultivate the muse upon a little 
oatmeal" and obtain the coveted sheepskin through their own 
unassisted efforts; they are lost in the general estimate. Ihe 
verdict of the masses is that the college graduate is as such a pam
pered son of wealth, and that settles it. 

This view is entertained and is in a larger sense true in a 
country like England, University education there is, in a greater 
extent, the fortune of the gentry and the nobility. The conse
quence of this condition is that master and man are more wide
ly separated from each other. Different as the institutions 
of our country and those of England are, still we may see a 
parallel in this particular. The rapid growth of Board schools 
in England is bringing the people of that country to a better 
state, but at the same time, it enables their attendants more 
keenly to appreciate the long interval between their possible at
tainments and the rich possession^ of those ot cap and gown. 
Men of foresight, as standing on the heights, have seen these an
tagonistic elements. They have searched for means to break the 
force of what is sure to be harmful in its evolution ; for harm is 
sure to come, as we said, from a system of education in which 
the majority of a people can secure no share. 

In the United States the lack of a close articulation between 
the secondary public school and the college and the recognition 
by the moderately educated as a whole that a higher education 
is not for them produce a state of critical tension between the 
two classes. The "liberal" studies are put upon the defensive 
by the numerous attacks of the "practical ' majority ot the 
population. Classical studies have a tag pinned upon them with 
significant letters n. g. up on it. If wrong methods have, in the 
past, been employed, the general procession of declaimers against 
these methods have not discriminated the method from the sub
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ject matter. "It's Greek; it's Latin; away with it!" These 
practical persons might listen with profit to Dr. Harris, U. S. 
•Commissioner of Education, when he says, " The studies which 
give one insight into human nature and into the historical 
growth of the institutions which prevail are really the most 
practical of all studies, and yet these studies are the first ones 
attacked by the 1 Philistines' as ornamental rather than useful." 

The universities foresaw the danger to come out of the situ
ation as elementary school advantages and private technical 
institution should be furnished to the people; that a new defini-
nition of a liberal education would be written and the ex
isting practice attacked. The means adopted to meet this 
emergency are "University Extension." the university, it is 
alleged, is brought to the doors of the people. Mark the wisdom 
of the framers of the plan. The use of the word " university " 
was the result of a happy thought. An authority on questions 
of educational polity has said that these lectures " Make secure 
the foundations of higher learning in the minds of the masses 
and reestablishe its authority on an entirely new basis—a basis 
of recognition and affectionate respect rather.than the former 
one of caste and haughty assumption of superiority." 

University Extension has come—as the bad newspaper repor
ter would say—" to fill a long-felt want;" it has come to stay. 
In 1889, in England and Wales, it included 380 courses of lec
tures, and 40,187 persons attended these lectures. Of course 
there are many thousand more at this date, but we have not the 
figures at hand. This movement has reached our land, and 
gives promise of being of great benefit to our citizens. 

We understand that J. N. Earned, Superintendent of the 
Buffalo Library, began the work in this country eighteen years 
ago by organizing a University Extension course. Chautauqua 
followed. The State of New York has made very special pro
visions for the' advancement of this work. Its legislature has 
made the first official recognition of this new education. The 
Regents of the State University used the appropriation of $10,000 
for the year to good advantage. The facility with which the 
Regents can reach the people is obvious. They have the most 
carefully organized system of examinations in the world, we 



66 THE SIGNAL. 

venture to say. Five times each year, at intervals of about sixty 
days examinations are held throughout the State. The same 
examination may be held in three hundred schools at the same 
time. The Regents have taken preliminary steps to add all col
lege and university subjects that may be called for. '1 heir ex
aminations are open to all citizens, without regard to age, sex or 
color, nationality, residence or connection with any school. 

We quote a few sentences of the Secretary of the University 

of the State of New York. 
Three conditions prophesy the success of University Ex

tension: , . 
1 The growing difficulty which has been kept prominent!) 

before theSpublicgin recent years of keeping students in college 
lnno- pnou< rh to complete the desired course. 

2 The steady tendency throughout the world to^horten houre 
of labor, thus leaving a margin ot leisure inthe;vesoftle 
bread-winners. To fill this growing time 0f 
keep out mischief, is the gravest problem before the e»t«dent 
social science; University Extension offers an ideal occupation 
for this new-found leisure. , • . 

3. With the difficulty of giving to all who need it high 
cation by the old method and the provision of the needed time 
by shortening the hours of labor, comes the most gratifying of 
the three conditions in the leanings of the colleges 
share their facilities, and in the eagerness of the most 
sity Extension students to receive the proffered benefits. [Italics i ou .J 

Most significant of all the changes in the P^101^0?8 

garding higher education is the modern conception that it is no 
for youth only, to be pursued for a few years and in school bu 
JhaHt isfor adults of all ages, to be pursued at 
interrupting daily duties, and to be carried on till the end ot lite. 

Where this work can be carried on systematically, and an ac
count of the progress made taken, a gain will be secured; where 
a course of lectures is attended under the impulse simply to 
be in the outer ring of a literary atmosphere, to occupy a pas
sive attitude, to sit like an empty pitcher willing to be filled, 
but to make no active effort to be more than an interested lis
tener _this is an intellectual dissipation fraught with debilitating 
results similar to those attending any other weakening process. 

If University Extension students mean hard work and plenty 
of it, they will be benefited by their experience. 
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CHIVALRY AN EXPONENT OP THE MIDDLE AGES. 
rpHE beginnings of all historical subjects are naturally obscure, 
1 but few can boast of a greater obscurity than the origin of 

Chivalry. Some have traced the descent of this military insti
tution from the equestrian order of the ancient Romans, but the 
absence of all but mere nominal resemblance between the two 
has long placed this theory in the dusty catalogue of historical 
dreams. 

Again other theorists have speculated on the possibility that 
the seeds of this spontaneous plant, Chivalry, which sprang up 
and grew with mushroom rapidity, were di geminated by the 
Franks and other Teutonic nations on their invasion at the fall 
of the Roman empire. They attempted to substantiate this lat
ter conclusion by citing a prevailing custom among the Germans 
who choose, from the bravest of the tribe, a number of warriors 
as companions and the guards ot the chief. Rut on close inspec
tion we find among them neither the spirit nor forms of Chivalry. 

Chivalry, proper, arose out of the chaos and confusion which 
reigned after the death of Charlemagne. Like a meteor, Char
lemagne had burst suddenly upon the night of ages, and blazed 
brilliantly over a whole world for a brief space of time and then 
fell, leaving all in darkness eveS deeper than before. His do
minions divided into petty states; the union he had cemented 
was scattered to the wind; the enemies he had conquered 
avenged themselves on his descendants; in a lamentably short 
time the bright order which his great mind had established 
throughout Europe was dissolved. It w'as then that individuals 
by wealth, strength and advantageous position were enabled to 
influence the minds of others and snatch that portion of the 
divided empire which came nearest to their means. The wicked 
had no restraint, the weak no redress. Bands of plunderers 
raged everywhere, like half starved wolves seeking to devour 
whom they might. Authority encompassed the sovereign by a 
few short leagues only. The sword reigned supreme. 

It was at this time that the spirit of Chivalry in all its purity 
and holiness rose and beneficently shed its genial warmth upon ( 

the depraved character of mankind. Personal courage had been 
aroused to the highest pitch by the very absence of anything like 
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security. Valor no longer was optional but was required in the 
great curriculum of human life. At this time, says Chas. Nodier, 
" Some poor nobles, probably suffering themselves from the op
pression of more powerful lords but at the same time touched 1 
with sincere compassion for the wretchedness they saw around 
them, first leagued together with the holy purpose of redressing 
wrongs and defending the weak." So noble an institution readi-

' ly gained the sanction of the church and thus religious enthusi
asm, coupled with religious indignation, became the settling o 
one of the brightest jewels in the crown of the world's history. 

Gradually Chivalry became more than a simple engagement 

between a few generous and valiant men and took the foim o a 
great and powerful institution. Each knight had the power ot 
initiating others into the order without restriction, and thus it e 
came necessary that the society should be distinguished by par 
ticular signs and symbols to guard against intrusion ot unwoit ly 
members. Each "knight, in admitting a member to the noble 
body, probably addressed some little formality, and out of this 
mass of traditional customs was formed the body ot their cere
monial law. 

It is certain, however, that in its earliest state, Chiva ry ie 
quired its aspirants to take the Solemn vow, " To speak the truth, 
to succor the helpless and oppressed, and never to turn back tioni 
an enemy." _ . , 

The feudal system had reached the acme of its existence anc 
individual lords assumed the state and importance of princes; 
each within his own domain. Even the monasteries affected the 
same pomp and luxury. The castle of each feudal chieftain e 
came the school of Chivalry. Poor or orphaned youths were 
willingly received by a neighboring baron who carefully trainee 
them in all military exercises, glad to attach to lumse 
as many armed retainers as his circumstances would permi 
The care of the youths, destined to arms, up to the age ot seven 
years, was left to the women of the household who taught them 
the first principles of religion and Chivalry. 

At the tender age of seven years, the youthful aspiran o 
knighthood severs the ties which bind him so affectionate r o 
his parental roof and enters into the service of some brother 
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knight, to whom is intrusted his further education, in order that 
his training, which must necessarily be severe, to prepare him 
for his after-career may not be neglected by a too-indulgent 
parent. Here his attention was divided between the services for 
his lord, as page, and devotion to his lady who instilled into his 
youthful mind that refined and mystic idea of love which was su
preme in the chivalrous sentiment. Nor was the mental and 
physical development of the youth forgotten. He was taught 
all sorts of gymnastic exercises, and his active service among the 
guests of the castle made him supple in mind and body and ac
quired for him that peculiar grace and courtesy which was so 
predominate in the character of a true knight. 

At fourteen the page became a squire, and received in ex
change for the short dagger, the manly sword with many a sage 
caution and instruction as to its use. His exercises now become 
more robust, such as leaping on horse-back and turning somer
sault—both while in full armor. But the perfection of the 
knowledge of his future profession could only be obtained by 
his service on the field of battle, where eagerly knight fight
ing hand to hand with knight, he was ready to supply his mas
ter with fresh arms and to cover him if wounded, but without 
presuming to take part against the adverse knight. 

At twenty-one the aspirant obtains the goal toward which all 
his previous energies have been directed. He is on the eve of 
becoming a knight, and as he stands before the vast assembly of 
honored knights and admiring ladies, he appears every inch a 
man. Broad-shouldered, deep-chested with muscles of steel, he 
seems more than capable of fulfilling the vow he solemnly has 
taken, and as the impressive ceremony closes with a blow of the 
sword and the words, " Bear this blow, and never suffer another," 
he leaves the altar and goes out into the world to do valiant ser
vice in the ranks of the knights. Now the newly elected 
knight has a chance to test his prowess in the brilliant and 
exciting tournament. As each contestant appears in the lists, 
he is greeted by the heralds and the applause of many fair 
admirers, who present him with numerous small tokens of 
affection as a stimulus to valiant actions. Looking around, he 
sees long galleries and pavilions decorated with luxurious mag
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nificence and thronged with youth and beauty. Meanwhile tin 
contest begins, now every movement of a favored champion 
every thrust of lance or blow of sword struck well and home is 
greeted with thundering plaudits} the very peril itself gives the 
agme an allpowerful interest. After the excitement and suspense 
come the triumph and the prize bestowed upon the victor by 
the queen of the field, more as a token ot honor than as a value 
gift the day is ended in mirth and festivity. 
* Gradually the spirit of Chivalry grew fainter as pomp and 
luxury increased and as the early barbarities merged into a 
milder licentiousness, this queenly flower of the 
faded awav with the same rapidity that it came in o e -
Still not without leaving its influences upon the minds 01 its 
beholders. There is no doubt that Chivalry, more than an 
other institution except Christianity, aided to work out theci-
ligation of Europe; that it first taught devotion tothat fa r sex 
who have no protection save in their beauty and gentleness and 
that it raised love above the mere passions of brutes. 

MUSIC—ITS USES AND EFFECTS. 
OF ALL the fine arts, music has been the one most uimtisally U cultivated. In all times, in all ages it has kept pace wi > 
civilization, adding solemnity to sacred devotions, g™deur 
courtly ceremonies, and giving inspiration to the warrior n he 
hour of battle. How often do we read of troops who -a j>< 
and dispirited before—011 hearing their national airs p a-v 

the accustomed instruments, rend the heavens wi 1snnu < 
ous shouts of heartfelt enthusiasm, and rush upon the foe ree. 
less of all save the great glory of their native lane.. 

How dull and pointless would pass convivial meetings it 
music did not lend her magic aid; how formal and vapn w 
our social assemblages prove unless we drew largely from music s 
never-failing fountain of delight. Does not music sooth. the 
mourner, heighten the pleasure of the joyful, and 
ied mind from the contemplation of its worldly difficulties to 
lap it in the sweetest oblivion that can compose the waking, soul 
IVhen we say that music is love's own language, we have Shake
speare's authority for our assertion. 
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If music be the god of love, play on ; 
Give me excess of it, that, surfeiting, 
The appetite may sicken, and so die. 
That strain again—it had a dying fall. 
Oh, it came o'er my ear like the sweet south 
That breathes upon a bed of violets, 
Stealing and giving odor. 

There is no latent chord or emotion in the human breast that 
music cannot touch. It is the most subtile and insidious agent; 
be the mind never so greatly distracted; let its sorrows be too 
deep for utterance, its cup of joy be full to overflowing, pre
occupying every thought—still, music, stealing its way through 
the ear to the heart, with slow, but certain course, spreads its 
soothing influence over all. The sad-hearted are relieved in 
tears; joy's excess is moderated, and the soul finally yields itself 
to the control of the beautiful art that only exists to soothe, to 
elevate, and to refine. 

The TO oral influence of music in those lands where its practice 
is cultivated and universal, is undoubted. Throughout many 
civilized countries, vocal music—singing in parts, is as regular a 
portion of the education of both sexes as are reading and writ
ing. In Germany the music taught consists for the most part of 
the beautiful chorales, of which that country has such an abund
ance, and the popular and home circle convivial glees. It is re
lated by a recent traveller in Germany that often, when sojourn
ing in some secluded village, he has been equally surprised and 
delighted by hearing some of Mozart's Giovanni executed in a 
most excellent style by some humble amateur choir who, pre
ferring the intellectual enjoyment of the divine art to the sensu
alities of the tavern, meet of an evening and rehearse the works 
of classical composers. " Whoever despises music," said Martin 
Luther, " I am displeased with him, for thereby all anger is for
gotten, the devil is driven away, and melancholy, and many 
tribulations and evil thoughts are dispelled." 

To quote again from Shakespear: 
The man that hath no music in himself, 
Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sounds 
Ts fit for treason, stratagem and spoils: _ 
The motions of his spirit are dull as night, 
And his affections dark as Erebus; 
Let no such man be trusted. 

It is hardly possible, therefore, to doubt the moral influence 
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of music; and when we reflect 011 the many other ways in which I 
it is useful to mankind we can hardly fail to consider it the I 
greatest of arts. 

A STUDY OF MAN! 

AS IS natural and proper, we engage every year at this period I 
in rigorous discussion of the subject of collegiate education. I 

Some hundreds of speeches are delivered, and some hundreds of I 
articles written about it, apropos of several dozen ot college I 
commencements. There is, of course, the usual amount of I 
doubting on the part of " practical men " as to whether a young I 
man gains anything by going to college. " Look at Jones, they I 
say, " the successful broker, and Smith, the great railroad oper. I 
ator, and Brown, the distinguished politician none ot them I 
ever went to college, and yet see how happy and successful they I 
are! " For a long while " the practical men had the collegians I 
ranged against them in a solid body. But ot late years they I 
have been reinforced by men who set a high value on education^ I 
and especially college education, who do think that four or five I 
years may be better spent in a university than in an office or I 
store, but who maintain that the kind of education universities 1 
impart is not the right kind ; that, in short, it is by far too liter- I 
ary, and ought to be wholly or mainly scientific; that time spent in | 
learning what dead men have said is well nigh wasted; and that 1 
what we need to study is Nature—her laws and processes. As- | 
t.ronomy, geology, chemistry, botany7, physiology, biology, should 
occupy a young man's mind in his early years. It is from stu
dents of this kind that he will really learn to observe, to reason 
and to be happy hy adapting himself to his surroundings. Lit
erature he had better let alone. The only solid thing in the 
whole range of human perception is natural science, the only 
thing that does not deceive and lead astray; it teaches us to 
prolong life, to avoid disease, to multiply the sources ot human 
comfort and safety. 

No, we are not going, at this late day, to question the claims of 
scientific men on the gratitude of mankind. We all know what 
they have done for the world. It is useless, too, to deny the 
value of scientific education as a means of cultivating the ob-
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-serving and rt asoning faculties. It is assumed in nearly all that 
anen say about education, that it is with nature only that man 
has to struggle in the pursuit of happiness, and that if we can 
only discover what to eat, drink and avoid, how mines may best 
be worked and crops raised, and distance traversed, and storms 
foreseen, and the state of the markets transmitted, he will have 
solved the problem of living. This view has naturally been a 
very taking one, and has during the last number of years made 
a strong impression on the popular mind, so well has it fallen 
in with the prevailing tastes and tendencies. It furnished to a 

•commercial age exactly what it needed to give it peace of mind 
and self-respect, by making it appear that the development of 
material resources is man's great work on earth and the one for 
which • youth should be earnest in preparing. It now begins to 
be discovered, however, that no matter how successful we may 
be in wresting her secrets from nature, or how familiar we make 
ourselves with her processes, or how conscientiously we may 
adopt our lives to her requirements, the best scientific education 
after all only half fits us for the battle of life, and for the simple 
reason that the battle has to be fought not only with hard, in
exorable physical surroundings, but with very ^troublesome and 
mysterious social surroundings. In other words, in making a 
career we have to deal with our brother man as well as with 
earth and air and water. Heat and light and electricity and 
steam are gTeat monarchs, but they cannot raise us out of gro
velling barbarism, unless we can come to some understanding 
with our neighbors as to the ends and modes of living. The 
study of man, therefore, is really the most important of all 
studies, and must continue to be so. People must learn how to 
live in society before they can get a lasting benefit from science; 
and this they cannot do without making themselves acquainted 
with the past experience of the race. 

Now the past experience is found in literature and languages, 
and laws or, iii other words, in things of which our physicists 
are apt to make light, but to the diligent study of which, never
theless, physicists are largely indebted for their existence; and 
it can hardly be denied that what we are suffering from in this 
country, just now, is rather too little study of man's doings and 
too great study of nature's. 
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more than twenty periodicals, partly in the new language. Ihese 
increase the language and aid students and curiosity seekers. 

Although Volupuk has many disadvantages yet its advantages 
as a world's language are greater than those of any one language 
of the Aryan races. The following are some of the advantages 
claimed for Volupuk: "The words present no heaped up ac
cumulation of consonants and vowels and there are no long, 
compounded words. There are no arbitrary rules ot orthogra
phy; sparingly uses difficult sounds, and greatly decreases the 
number of words by a free use of inflections." It is very use
ful in telegraphy. It is clear, precise and free from ambiguous 
forms. Its numerous rhymes makes it well adopted to versifica
tion, and its richness in forms admits of great latitude in the 
construction of sentences. The few exceptions and the simpli
city of structure make the language easy to learn. After the 
twelfth lesson, a class in Vienna spoke wholly in Volupuk. 

Some of its disadvantages are: It has the impure modified 
vowels of the German language, the French j, the asperate h, 
" eight vowels and nineteen consonants where five vowels and 
sixteen consonants would suffice, various diacritical marks of 
tones, accents and inflections." Modifications are made by in
flectional forms, making the number of inflections great. Verbs 
are modified by fourteen prefixes and sixteen suffixes, lhe 
system is synthetical while the growing tendency of all Aryan 
languages is to become analytical. 

Volupuk is well worthy of the careful study of the student 
It is to-day a language spoken by students rather than by com
mercial men. It is taught in many of our commercial schools 
and colleges. Teachers of Volupuk are frequently called for. 
Manv of the larger firms and business houses have found it 
greatly to their advantage to employ a correspondent who un
derstands Volupuk. 

The curious and language loving student is referred for full 
imformation, for Volupuk itself, to " The Office," Volumes of 18S8 
1889, and to " The Volaspodel," edited by Charles E. Sprague 
1271 Broadway, New York City. 
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TOXRTTRR G° LHE 1U TLE VI LLAGE SLR E«". 
th p +K ° l ,on and some in another. We will go with »  \ z , s  r d t h e  K i t M i ° n g  " • > * < •  ° ° « « •  ° C .  
in the place. As we come near the house we hear strains of 

»aTh.ioT thG balIor0(T1 brilliaDt^ «nd within are 
many happy dancers. On the piazza are groups of older people 
enjoying themselves in a quieter way. 

And now let us start out on the mountains on a bright cool 
morning Every way we turn we see crowds of people 'chat 
taring gaily as they ascend the steep paths. On we go with the 
crowd, stopping from time to time to rest in one of the numer 
ous rustic summer houses, until we reach a point called the 
I lomontory, and we are half way up the mountain. After re«t-

g and enjoying the scenery from this spot, we press onward 
etermined to reach the highest point. As we follow the wind' 
ng paths, we come upon a delightful little spring and refresh 

ourselves with the cool, cleur water. Fi„,„y w„ rLTth« 
mi amid exclamations of admiration and delight. Every way 
we turn we see something new. Far below is the river How 
small the trains look as they wind around the mountains I But 
here is an end to everything, and we must wend our way back 

to the gay little village. 7 dCk 

Many people stay at the Water Gap till late in the fall to 
gather chestnuts and enjoy the foliage in all its autumn beauty 

ut, at last, all of them have left, and the village people settle 
own to enjoy the winter by themselves. When the cold wea

ther commences and the snow falls, we hear the gay sound of 
sleigh-bells in all directions. If we go to the little lake, Lenape 

;ppy Sces as the boys and giris giide oVe; SI smooth surface. Now, on moonlight nights, instead of find-

shall TDg Pe°P °n the river'£lS we did a few weeks ago we 
shall see them coasting on the long hills, and hear peals of laugh
ter ring out on the cool, frosty air. g 

So we find that Water Gap is a gay little village during all the 
year, and many people will remember all their lives, the happy 
hours which they have spent there. A. BARTEAU, 

"Grammar B." 
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A CITY OF TELEPHONES. 

PERHAPS Edward Bellamy's dream for the future is not so> 
much a dream as we sometimes deem it j it may be that at 

least one chapter ol his thought has come to ihomas A. Edison 
in his solitary laboratory, for it seems to-day as if Edison's great 
invention is bringing more and more to pass some of the im
possible things of Bellamy's great millenium. At best, so it 
seemed to me, during this last Christmas vacation, which I spent 
in a small Western city. 

This city is not far west, but far enough to have stamped 
upon it the great Western motto. " Forward." It is distinctively 
a city of telephones. The little office we call the " Central is 
the motor which makes the wheels of the city's life run smoothly. 
Although only of about fifteen thousand inhabitants, the city is 
everywhere intersected by the wires of the telephone, and neaily 
every private residence as well as places of business has a tele
phone within it. It was quite a novel feature, to me, this hav
ing telephone communication in one's house, tor although, of 
course, many people East have the same thing, 1 think generally 
it is in the large cities, while in the section I speak of nearly 
every town whatever is " run " socially as well as in a business 
way by the telephone. I do not know why there is this differ
ence, but the fact remains. 

It is only an unpretentious brown box, fastened somewhere in 
the house, but how quickly we come to prize it as a household 
friend, and grow attached to its " ting-a-ling-ling." After a short 
acquaintance we conclude it to be indispensable to our comfort 
and convenience. This last vacation was my first practical ac
quaintance with our " household friend," and it was all the time 
an object of great interest to me. 

Christmas morning, bright and early, there came the usual 
ring, and on going to the 'phone I heard ''Hello, Merry Christmas, 
and 'l recognized in the Christmas greeting the voice of a friend 
a few squares away. On New Year's Day I made use ot the 
wires in the same way to wish my friends a Happy New Year ; 
also on the evening of my return I called up the different ones 
to whom I wished to say good-bye and sent my adieux a la tele
phone. 



THE SIGNAL. 79 

To show the great convenience of the instrument in one's 
house let me tell how one evening, as we were gathered around 
the supper table, some one expressed a desire for some tavorite 
delicacy, and 011 te lephoning to the grocer a few squares away, in 
ten minutes the required article was on the table. This shows, 
too, what a tendency for business the instrument creates, and 
how it enriches the grocer; in fact, this particular grocer not 
being situated in the business part ol the city could hardly cai-
ry on his business without a telephone, but with it, being near 
residents also having this convenience, he carries 011 a large trade. 

There is an amusing error often made, in connection with this 
grocer. There happens to be a lumber firm of the same name, 
and people have been known to telephone to the lumber yard ior 
a dozen eggs, which act created great amusement for the man at 
the 'phone in the lumber yard, but not so much for the speaker 
at the other end of the line. 

" Distance lends enchantment to the view," so they say. Truly, 
the evening that I conversed with a person some hundred miles 
away was a very pleasant expeiience. It was rather peculiar, 
too,"that I had never seen the person with whom I was talking, 
who was a friend of the family but whom I had never happened 
to meet. I, however, met the person, so many miles distant, 
and felt the old proverb might read well reversed, " So far and 
yet so near." 

The telephone not only brings comfort and convenience to the 
ordinary house, but in at least one case in that city, of which I 
know, it brings cheer and gladness into the life of a weary inva-

• lid, coming like an angel of light into the sick-room when, on 
Sunday morning, the invalid takes the long tube, and putting 
the receiver to her ear, hears the sacred music of her own church 
and the familiar voice of her own pastor. 

Can we but be awed by the magic power of that subtle thing 
1 we call electricity! and more awed still at the wondrous power 

the Creator has given man to control and make the very ele-
ments his servants. 
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HOW WASHINGTON IS HONORED. 

WASHINGTON is honored and respected by the whole world, 
but of course, most of all by his own nation, whose free

dom he fought for and gained. He was, " First in war, first in 
peace and first in the hearts of his countrymen," as is shown by 
our pet name for him, which is, " Father of his country." How 
can any other name better show our love and respect for lnni ? 

The highest position in our country was given to him when 
he was chosen our first president. 

His home was at Mount Vernon, and still stands, looking 
much the same as it did at the time of his death. His bedroom 
and library, containing many articles of interest, remain undis
turbed. Besides this beautiful place, he had headquarters in a 
number of places throughout the country where people are con
stantly going to admire the things that Washington touched and 
used. Among the most famous ot these are Longfellow s home 
in Cambridge, the " Raleigh Tavern " in Virginia, and a pleasant 
place at Newburg, New York. Things that have been even 
touched by Washington are held as almost sacred. Once, dur
ing the war, ns he was marching through the country he stopped 
at a spring near a farm-house to quench his thirst. 1 he rusty 
tin cup which he used as a drinking vessel, has been kept by the 
family, and is among their most valued relics. 

Not long ago, in Philadelphia, a great sale was held, and some 
of Washington's things were sold at auction. Every one was so 
anxious to purchase them that they sold at very high prices. 
The old family Bible, a very yellow and much worn affair, was 
sold for seven hundred and fifty dollars, and most ot the other 
things in proportion. 

His birthday, on the twenty-second of February, is celebrated 
with great enthusiasm. It is a national holiday, when people 
feel very patriotic and spend much time in parades and exer-
cises. Never does the anniversary of our Declaration ol Inde
pendence, July fourth, pass without Washington being cheered 
by old and young. 

A g reat monument was erected a few years ago at \\ ashington, 
D. C. It is the tallest shaft in the world, being 555 feet in height. 
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It was finished with great ceremony during President Arthur's 
administration. Arthur's little daughter, Nellie, completed the 
structure by laying the last stone. 

EGO AND ECHO. 

T ASKED of Echo, t'other day, 
1 Whose words are few and often funny, 

What to a question she would say 
Of courtship, love and matrimony. 
Quoth Echo, plainly: "Matter o' money. 

Whom should I marry? Should it be 
A dashing damsel gay and pert, 

A pattern of consistency. 
Or selfish, mercenary flirt? 
Quoth Echo, sharply: "Nary flirt." 

What if a-weary of the strife 
That long has lured the gav deceiver, 

She promised to amend her life 
And sin no more—can I believe her? ^ 

' Quoth Echo, with decision: "Leave her" 

But if some maiden with a heart 
On me should venture to bestow it, 

Pray, should I act the wiser part 
To take the treasure or forego it? ^ 
Quoth Echo, very promptly: "Go it. 

But what, if seemingly afraid, 
To bind her fate in Hymen's fetter, 

She vows she means to die a maid, 
In answer to my loving letter? 
Quoth Echo, very coolly: "Let her." 

What if, in spite of her disdain, 
I find my heart entwined about 

With Cupid's dear, delicious chain, 
So closelv that I can't get out? 
Quoth Echo, laughingly: "Get out." 

But if some maid with beauty blest, 
As pure and fair as Heaven can make her, 

Will share my labor and my rest 
'Till envious death shall overtaker? 
Quoth Echo (sotto voce): "Take her."— Once a Meek. 
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C • 

r\s the Georgia Railroad, one hundred miles from Atlanta, U stands the small town of C . This town of three 
hundred inhabitants is known to few people outside ot Georgia, 
it is not even of importance enough to be placed on the maps of 
our school geographies, yet this was the birthplace and home of 
Georgia's great statesmen, if not the greatest. 

As the cars enter the town, if we look to our left, we see a large 
white gate, over which is an arch, with the words Liberty Ha l 
We will not put them in quotation marks, if we should, it would 
be a mistake, for if we could have entered that gate during the 
master's time we should have found the words liberty and hospi
tality to have been the true symbols of the kindness shown us. 

A green lawn, sprinkled with cedar and locust trees, extends 
two hundred feet from the gate—the distance to the house-
Half way up the walk which extends through the lawn, we pass 
-no, we do not pass-we stop at a grave enclosed by a white 
picket fence. We ask a negress, who is standing near, who is 
buried there. She opens her eyes, astonished at our ignorance, 
but finally answers, " Mars Alex." 

You ask wby there is no monument there, alter all these years . 
It is not because he was not loved, but from want of money, for 
these generous-hearted Georgians did not wish this last tribute 
to come from a single purse but from the people. At last that 
money has been obtained, and soon a monument will be erectei . 
It will be a pedestal with a statue of Mr. Stephens in his rolling 
chair. Mr. Stephens was naturally a tall man, but was crippled 
by a gate falling on him, and ever afterward used crutches or 
was wheeled about in his chair. 

The house is of a common southern type, large, and paint.-, 
white, with broad porticoes. The front room at the right was 
Mr. Stephens' bed-room which is kept just as he left it when IC 
went to Atlanta as Governor and never came back until brought 
back dead. Nothing has been changed. The bed stands be
tween the two front windows, behind a screen in the corner is a 
small bed where Harry, Mr. .Stephens' faithful servant, slept. On 
the table are still found some old manuscripts of a history ot 
the United States. 
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After we leave the main hall we pass through the library and 
a bed-room. If we stand at the door of this last room and look 
across the fields, three miles away, we can see the house in which 
was born Alexander H. Stephens. 

A REVIEW. 

BLACK BEAUTY, HIS GROOMS AND COMPANIONS, BY ANNA SEWELL. 
AMERICAN HUMA NE EDU CATIONAL SO CIETY, BO S ION. 

GEORGE T. AUGELL, president of the society, has styled 
' this book the "Uncle Tom's Cabin" of this horse. In the 

introductory chapter he says: For more than twenty years this 
thought has been upon my mind. Sombody must write a book 
which shall be as widely read as Uncle Tom's Cabin, and sha 
have as wide-spread and powerful influence in abolishing cruelty 
to the horse, as Uncle Tom's Cabin had on the abolition of slavery . 

At last a book has come to me; not from America, but from 
England, where already over ninety thousand copies have been 

We are quite sure that a reading of the book, which purports 
to be the autobiography of a horse, will fully justify Mr. Augell 
in associating "Black Beauty" with "Uncle Tom s Cabin. 1 here 
are four remarkable things in the book: 

1. The language is well-nigh pure Anglo Saxon. Short fam
iliar words, showing that the subject lies very near the authors 
heart and that she takes the most direct road to the hearts of her 
readers. As a specimen take the following paragraph from the 
first chapter, with two exceptions, all words of one syllable. 

"Whilst I was young, I lived upon my mothers nulk, as 
could not eat grass. In the daytime Bran by her side, and at 
night I lay down close by her. When it was hot, we used to 
stand by the pond in the shade of the trees, and when it was 
c o l d ,  w e  h a d  a  n i c e  w a r m  s h e d  n e a r  t h e  g r o v e . "  . . . .  

This characteristic prevails throughout the book, making it 
suitable for children who have finished the second reader, and 
yet possessing qualities which charm and delight the person of 
cultivated literary taste. 

2. The style is extremely simple and catching, so to sp < , 
As an example, take the following from chapter V.: 
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"John (the groom) seemed very proud of me ; he used to make 
rav mane and tail almost as smoth as a lady's hair, and he 
would talk to me a great deal; of course I did not understand all 
he said, but I learned more and more to know what he meant, 
and what he wanted me to do. I grew very fond of him, he was 
so gentle and kind; he seemed to know just how a horse feels, 
and when he cleaned me he knew the tender places and the 
ticklish places; when he brushed my head, he went as carefully 
over my eyes as if they were his own, and never stirred up any 

ill-temper." 
3. The author's insight touching the nature and feelings ot the 

noble and intelligent brute, and her deep sympathy with them, 
are striking. The idea that one is receiving the story from the 
sufferer's own lips takes possession of the reader, and can with 
difficulty be shaken off. Poor Ginger, "a tall chestnut mare, with 
a long handsome neck" whose disposition had been soured by 
cruel treatment, gives a pathetic account of her trials at the 
hands of Mr. Ryder's son, Samson, "a strong, tall, bold man 
who "used to boast that he had never found a horse that could 
throw him," and of the kindness she received from the old gentle
man, the father. She concludes, refering to the latter: "His 
very'voice did me good, and the bathing was very comfortable. 
The skin was so broken at the corners of my mouth that I could 
not eat the hay; the stalks hurt me. He looked closely at it, 
shook his head, and told the man t6 fetch a good bran mash and 
put some meal into it. How good that mash was! and so soft 
and healing to my mouth. He stood by all the time I was eating, 
stroking me and talking to the man. 'If a high-mettled creature 
like this,' said he, 'can't be broken in by fair means, she will 
never be good for anything.' " Chapter \ II. 

4. The subject matter is of great importance to those owning 
or having charge of horses ; treating very fully and in an intense
ly interesting manner, of the discomfort and suffering this 
animal is subjected to, on account of the ignorance carelessness 
or cruelty of his masters. It is a book that should be read >y 
every ch'ild in the land. Its humanizing influence is wonderful. 
Teachers and parents will derive inspiration and profit from the 
reading of it; for the law of kindness is beautifully exemplified 
and applies to "humanes" as well as to brutes. 
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A few words should be said in reference to the "Birtwick balls." 
These preparations^) had been very efficacious in retrieving o 
some extent, the disposition of Ginger. Her groom said oneway 
-I do believe that mare is getting fond of me, she Tmte whinnied 
this morning when I had been rubbing her forehead. Aye, 
aye, Jim, 'tis the Birtwick balls," said John, "kindness is all she 
wants, poor thing." These Birtwick horse-balls, y 'e 

"were made up of patience and gentleness, firmness and petting 
one pound of each, to be mixed up with half a pint of common 
sense, and given to the horse every day.' 

N' 

•MISTRESS O'RAFFERTY ON THE WOMAN QUESTION. 
BY GR ACE GRE ENWOOD. 

10 I wouldn't demane myself, Bridget, 
Like you in disputing with men. 

Would "l fly in the face of the blissed 
Apostles, and Father Maginn ? 

It isn't the talent I'm wanting, 
Shure m\ father, old Michael McCrary, 

Made a beautiful last speech and confession 
When they hanged ould Tipperary. 

So, Bridget Muldoon hould your talking 
About "Woman's Bights and all that, 

Shure all the rights I want is the one right-
To be a good help-mate to 1 at; 

For he's a good husband, and niver 
Lays on me the weight ot his hand, 

Except when he's far gone in liquor, 
And I nag him, you'll plaise understand. 

Thrue for ye, I've one eye in mourning, 
That's becase I disputed his right 

To take and spind all my week's earnings 
At Tim Mulligan's wake Sunday night, 

But it's sildom when I've done a washing 
He'll ask for mor'n half of the pay, 

And he'll toss me my share with a smile, dear, 
That's like a sweet morning in May. 

Now where, if I rin to Convintions 
Will be Patrick's home comforts and joys . 

Who'll clane up his brogans for Sunday, 
Or patch up his old corduroys? 
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If we take to the polls eight and morning, 
Our dilicate charms will all Hee; 

The dew will be brushed from the rose, dear, 
The down from the paehe—don't you seer 

We'll soon take toshillalahs and shindies 
When we get to be sovereign electors 

And turn all our husband's hearts from us, 
Then what will we do for protectors? 

We'll have to be crowners and judges, 
And such like ould malefactors? 

Or they'll make common-councilmen of us 
Then where will be our characters? 

Oh! Bridget, God save us from voting, 
For shure as the blissed sun rolls 

We'll land in the State-House or Congress! 
Then what will become of our souls? 

THE WANDERING MINSTREL. 
THIE state of New Jersey, lying as it does 111 close proximity 
1 to New York, is the home of thousands of clerks and op

erators who pursue their daily vocation in the great metropolis. 
At certain times of the day, the ferry boats which ply across the 
Hudson are crowded to their utmost capacity to accommodate 
the vast hordes of travelers to and from the city. The system 
for the rapid handling of passengers is by no means perfected, 
and perhaps the most important inventions ot the next decade 
will relate to this feature of our civilization. Indeed means ot 
rapid and frequent communication seem to be an index ot high 
civilization. Important changes have already been inaugurated 
in the construction of the ferry boats. The handsome dou de-
decker "The Bremen," on one of the ferries is a floating pa ace, 
in comparison with some of the antiquated craft still seen on 
certain ferry lines. The construction of the passenger elevators 
at Weehawken, N. J. (the largest in the world) demonstrates the 
practicability of handling large quantities of freight. 

Other important changes are in process of construction. Hie 
new bridge recently begun will span the river in three or four 
years. Tunnels will probably exist at no distant date, and 
certain optimists picture the, as yet, theoretical air ship flying 
through the air; now and then dipping to avoid a collision, and 
speeding away to its haven on the heights. 
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The writer recently had occasion to travel 
hills of Bergen" to central Jersey via New York. The P a 
ferry boat from New York about five or six I. M, is usually < 
uJt disagreeable experience. Rarely can a seat ^t^nd 
one is compelled either to stand in a jostling c»wdb««ttnn 
the impure, overheated air of the cabin, or seek relief on the 

• ho xirl viw winds suiii£6sti\ g o i deck, which in winter is swept b\ cold, raw, winas 
la grippe, rhumatism and like afflictions. 

The ferry boat which the writer chanced to board was > 

c„„d which made the trip . long 
reader is probably aware that shows ot all lands, p y b 
musical instruments, or vending goods are shrietl;? Pelted ̂ y 
the company ; though perhaps this rule like the Pojt*dy No 
Smoking" farce, has fallen into a state of "innocuous des 

t0WeUine, the majority, were standing in the cabin waiting for 
the boat to cross. ' It did seem as if there was not room for one 
more and yet one did enter. He carried a banjo and had a har 
r0nica strapped to his modest face. He elbowed his way to 
the centre of the cabin and began to play. A young spor w 1 
had been braving the cold wind with the aid of a cigarette actu
al threw it. away and enterd the cabin when he heard the music 
slrike up "There's always room for one more," and these 
fellows usually make room if there isn't. 

Xmunic /topped- "Ladies-ond—gentlemen, ».d tl.e player. 
Instantly all was hushed. The giggling girl stopped her chatter, 
the business man laid aside his newspaper. "Ladies and. gentle-
men," he continued "it is not very often 1 get a chance like hi. 
I am usually interrupted' by the deck hands. If you give me 
vo ir attention, I will whistle for you the favorite piece 
Whistling Coon;' after which I will turn a complete somersault 
white tdaving both instruments. 

He warbled the tune accompanying himself on the banjo, and 
then performed his little acrobatic feat in the ring made for hum 
"And now," he said, "I will pass the hat but I 
understood that this is not for me ; it is for the World s air at 
Chicago." As the hat passed the writer it was observed to e 
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well supplied although it had passed but half way around, lit 
had earned more in ten minutes than the average working man 
earns in one day pthough perhaps this might be reduced by the 
fees he probably paid the deck hands to be temporary nonenti
ties. 

The boat finished its passage without futher incidents ot in
terest and the writer passed out half admiring and hall despising 
the methods used by the minstrel, which, though scarcely honest. 
yet displayed great tact and knowledge of human nature. 

11 EX DON 
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EDITORIALS. 

OUR PRINCIPAL'S REPORT. 

fpHE Principal's Report to the State Board of Education of 
1 New Jersey was issued in January. It furnishes a very 

•satisfactory resume of the history of the Schools for the past year-
The friends of our institution will find this Report a very inter
esting document. The clearness and directness with which state
ments of fact and recommendations are made, are not the least ot 
its good features. The " points " developed are of the first order 
of excellence and no doubt they will be carefully considered by 
those to whom they are primarily addressed. 

We recently read a review of James's Psychology consisting 
wholly of a long extract from the book. We think the best we 
can do concerning this Report is to let it speak for itself; ,to that 
end, we follow the example of the writer of the review mentioned, 
and quote as follows: . . 

"The history of the school has been full of meaning to the 
State During the thirty-six years of its existence it has gradua
ted 1310 students. These graduates have nearly all become 
teachers in the State. The number of graduates, however, is by 
no means'the full measure of the value of the School. The in
fluence of its example, the number of under-graduates who come 
in contact with it, and the example of the Model School are all 
potent factors in our State System. 

" The value of Normal Schools as factors in the educational 
systems of the various Commonwealths is no longer a question. 
The onlv question that arises is the extent to which these insti
tutions should be fostered. That New Jersey holds her Normal 
School dear is demonstrated by the fact that she has denied the 
School no just request. On the other hand, that the administra
tion of the School has merited the confidence of the State is proven 
by the fact that while it has done what it could to improve its 
working conditions, and has increased its numbers more than 
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four told since its beginning, it has received the same annual appro
priation from the State that it received during its earliest years. 

" While New Jersey is firmly indorsing her Normal School, 
both financially and in sentiment, she has not been extravagant 
in her action. # # # # * * 

" The Normal School has increased its enrollment from 43 to 
326; the Model from 125 to 541, while the annual appropriation 
of $15 000 remains the same, it being supplemented only by the 
$.5,000 provisional scholarship fund. The following brief table 
will give an idea of our.population and annual expenditure com
pared with four of our siste.r States for the year 1891: 

STATE. 

$223,000.00 
40,000.00 
73,431.50 | 
97,520.00 I 
20,000.00 

5,981,943 
745,861 

WM 5,243,574 
43/530.00 2,233,407 

8,000.00 1,441,017 

$40,000.00 

193,000.00 
New York 
('onnectleut 
Pennsylvania 
Massachusetts 
New Jersey  
~^he column for special appropriations is of accidental char
acter, and only serves to show that in the one year chosen there 
was much variation in the appropriations, hut that with but one 
exception each State had them. 

" New York, with a little over four times our population, mu • 
liplies our number of schools and our annual appropriation by 
eleven. Connecticut, with one-half our population, doubles our 
number of schools and our appropriation. Pennsylvania, with 
three and one-half times our population, multiplies our nuni >er 
of schools by thirteen, our annual appropriation by three and a 
half for State aid to students, and adds to this a large appropri
ation of $193,000 for payment of interest, repairs, &c. Pennsyl
vania's statistics are somewaht difficult to compare with those ot 
the other States, from the fact that private aid is so large a factor 
in her system and the State aid but supplements the private aid. 
Massachusetts, with one and one-half times our population, has 
four times our number of schools and five times our annua 
appropriation, 
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" Each of the States referred to has local training schools in the 
large cities, hence presents no conditions not common excepting 
those of territory. Territorial distances undoubtedly should he 
a factor in determining the number of Normal Schools, but not 
the relation of their support and development to the population. 
In the latter respect our State occupies the lower place m the 
column, whether wisely or not. The rapid development of our 
School during the past two years will appear further 011 m this 

report. 
.* * * * * * * 

« The following table will be interesting as showing the number 
of graduates and under-graduates of our Normal School in the 
various counties, according to the State Superintendents report 
for 1S90-91, also the number of this year's graduates who receive 
appointments in the various counties. It is not an absolutely 
correct table as to the number of our graduates m a county at 
this time, as it does not account for the number of previous grad
uates that changed counties this fall, but it gives a good ideal 

TTnder- Graduates 
Graduates, graduates. of '91. 

. , . 6 3 1 
34 10 14 

»ERFN 23 16 8 
Burlington ^ 2Q g 
Camden ~9 

CAPE 40 7 4 
Cumberland .. , ' ... 45 O V 
Essex - g 2 
Gloucester ' ^ 
Hudson u g 5 

Hunterdon A 

Mercer o 
A! 28 27 2 
Middlesex ^ 7 
Monmoutb 1Q 1Q 3 
Morris 

38 • "7 "9 
Passaic 12 6 2 

10 18 6 
Somerset, 56 4 

16 9 2 
Union * • 8 6 
Warren 
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" The demand on the School for teachers is still greater than 
the supply. There is a pleasing active co-operation on the part 
of our County Superintendents. Many of them, notably Super
intendent Terhune, of Bergen (see table), seek our graduates for 
their counties, and are active in directing promising students to 
our School. 

" This is as it should be. If we are ever to develop a distinct
ly strong State system it must be done by the firm co-operation 
of the officers of our State. If our State system is what it 
should be, it is entitled to our most zealous support; if it is not 
what it should be, it should be corrected, but no system of any 
kind was ever developed simply by faith in other systems. 

OUR MANUAL TRAINING DEPARTMENT. 

THAT the addition of Manual Training to the' curriculum of 
our schools is a success is now fully apparent. Tbe work 

done by all the classes is more than satisfactory. Neatness, ac
curacy and facility in execution characterizes the work. The 
majority of the pupils in the beginning of the work were en
tirely unaccustomed to the use of wood-working, tools. Their 
first attempts were somewhat awkward and inaccurate. A few, 
who began the work with the idea that to push a saw or plane 
and to use the hammer and chisel are not for feminine hands, 
have entirely lost this idea in their zeal for the work. The eye 
lias been trained to see and the hand to execute with surprising 
accuracy for so short a time. 

Besides the regular class-work, which has consisted principally 
in making various kinds of joints and mortices, a number of 
pupils as extra work and of their own account, both in class and 
after school, have made many articles—both ornamental and 
useful. Among these may be mentioned, parte lumi fre, bean-bag 
catchers, spring boards for the gymnasium, complication of joints, 
chemical cases, and a frame for a house. 

Successful teaching is nowhere more clearly shown than in the 
interest and enthusiasm excited in the pupil for the subject. 
From the beginning the interest in Manual Training has been 
clearly shown. The thin ranks of the first class soon filled up. 
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Nor has any pupil left the subject unneccessarily. The freedom 
to converse is seldom violated by the introduction of loreign sub
jects—the minds are too busy in the endeavor to excel in the 
work before them. This illustrates that interest is the best disci-
pliner in the whole kingdom of pedagogy. 

The work-room is open at all hours of the afternoon for stu
dents of both schools with the permission to make articles of 
their own choosing. Many pupils are availing themselves of 
this opportunity much to their profit. The young teachers of 
the Normal could manufacture here a large number and variety 
of things which would be of great value to them in the school
room. 

The success of a department of instruction is dependent, upon 
the instrnctor—his nature, knowledge and abilities. Prof. Ilealy 
as an instructor in Manual Training is worthy of our best words 
of praise. He certainly is the right man in the right place, and 
under his efficient instruction and guidance " Our Manual Train
ing Department" will achieve glorious success. 

THE CURE OF IDIOCY. 

OF ALL classes of crippled and deformed humarf beings, that 
class of deformed mental cripples known as idiots have 

heretofore been regarded as the most hopeless of all. 1 rot. Lan-
nelongue, a bold surgeon, has at last ventured to undertake a 
method of curing cases of this sort, which in the days ol anti
septic surgery would have been quite impossible. Medicine 
could avail but little, therefore, recourse must be had to surgery. 
Prof. L. conceived the idea that the cause of idiocy in many 
cases is a premature ossification of the sutures of the bones 
forming the upper part of the skull, preventing the proper growth 
of the brain. Acting on this theory, he selected a case in which 
idiocy accompanied an unusually small head. From the skull 
he removed a small strip of bone running across the head. The 
notable improvement which followed led to the repetition of the 
operation. Out of twenty-five cases improvement was reported 
from all except one, which died soon after the operation. 

It is too soon, as yet, to know what may be the permanent re-
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suits. Thus far the outlook is hopeful. It may be the means, 
at last, of saving these human beings to lives of independent 
and usefulness. 

TEST WORDS, 

BELOW will be found a list of test words for the use of 
teachers and spelling sehools, viz: cymbal, ebullition, 

deleble, Rensselaer, sehottische, gamut, chisel, chiccory, Mac-
aulay, guttural, reveille, Worcester. Abyssinia, seceder, avoir
dupois, verdigris, separate, shillalah, chrysalis, fricassee, porte-
monnaie, omelet, spermaceti, bivouac, Apennines, belligerent, 
shekel, boudoir, Milwaukee, battalion, veneering, Huguenot, 
gunwale,'epitome, stiletto, belles-lettres, trisyllable, subpoena, 
supersede, inseparable, teetotaler, mortise, Portuguese, vignette, 
caoutchouc, aerie, moccasin, Mussulman, prescience, mastodon, 
soiree, gneiss, hornblende, misogyny, rhinoceros, Pentateuch, 
ferule, cuirassier, charlatan, quay, apropos, aegis, Ptolemaic, 
Faneuil Hall, steppe, ragout, melee, pannier, protege, vacillate, 
sobriquet, vassalage, gherkin, hiccough, knead, chandelier, 
arsenal, connoisseur, aberration, erasible, alibi, San Joaquin, 
Okhotsk, eleemosynary. 

THE LYCEUM LEAGUE OF AMERICA. 
rPIiE formation of the organization known as the Lyceum 
1 League of America has just claims to he classed as an 
event of national importance. The ooject of the League as stated 
in the constitution is to cultivate good citizenship among the 
young men of America : 

1. By training them to think for themselves. 
2. By making them intelligent on the issues confronting the 

American people. 
3. By impressing them with the duties of citizenship. 
The general plan of organization is somewhat similar to the 

Chatauqua Circle, the Y. M. C. A. and the "Society of Christian 
Endeavor." The league is composed of as many local clubs as 
adopt the constitution and connect themselves through a charter 
with the general organization. 

The honor of originating this League belongs to the publishers 



THE SIGNAL. 95 

of that brightest, purest, and most elevating ot periodicals, the 
Youths' Companion. The announcement which appeared in this 
paper offered to supply gratis a Cushings' Manual, secretary s 
book, and a president's gavel to any club of ten or more young 
men who would organize under the L. L. A. constitution. In ten 
days after the announcement, more than a thousand letters were 
received, from more than a thousand groups of young men, anx
ious to take advantage of the opportunity offered. 

The advantages of a general league, directed by competent 
cultured men, which would furnish timely subjects for discussion 
and suggestions as to the books, debates, etc., must be manifest 
to all who have belonged to clubs of this nature. It is the in
tention of the founders to invite eminent statesmen and dis
tinguished authors to address messages to the League. What 
greater stimulus could a writer have than the consciousness that 
every word he should write would be carefully read and keenly 
criticised by the coming statesmen of America? Who can 
overestimate the beneficent influence on the future of the Re
public of such a vast brotherhood of young men devoted to the 
best interests of their country ? 

The next century will bring before our country new and trying 
issues to be settled. Will they be met by thoughtful citizens 
who are familiar with American traditions and can handle eco
nomic questions intelligently? Will it not inspire a feeling ot 
confidence to know that the country is alive with citizens whose 
training in the L. L. A. is a guarantee of sincere patriotism, and 
that if a supreme test is ever required, the men ot this organi
zation, however much their political opinions may differ, will be 
a solid army for good government? 

T T has, doubtless, occurred to all our readers who take notice 
1 of the number of school studies urged for introduction into 
the public schools that there must be mighty little knowledge of 
each secured by the average pupil. 

Every publisher in his prospectus tries to convince the public 
that education as a science and an art will go to the demnition 
bow-wows " if his special fad is not adopted. 

Apropos to this we quote the final paragraph ot Mr. Herbert 
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Strong's letter to the Journal of Education (London). We make 
our quotation without regard to the theme which the writer 
urged, viz: 

" The cry against all classical teaching has waxed louder and 
louder; the ordinary British parent genuinely believes that 
these languages are a waste of time; the modern schoolmaster 
has accepted each new subject clamored for by the British publicr 

and has cheerfully added to his curriculum, so that ths brains 
of our poor pupils are filled with segments of every circle of 
knowledge. Finding it impossible to cram ruore than a certain 
number of these segments into the brains of their pupils, they 
have taken to teach them athletics harder than ever, and I am 
not sure they are not right." 

FEW of the graduated classes of the Normal have valued a 
class ring more than a class picture. Graduates should 

look into the future and judge as to which they will value the 
more in the years to come. A class.ring answers well as a sou
venir of a class only so long as the images of the old friends 
are perfect in the mind. But images will fade unless constantly 
revived. Next to seeing the classmates themselves, the good 
old times are best revived by their likenesses. 

It seems almost like living over all those good times again to 
sit down before our class pictures of twenty years ago and asso
ciating each mate there represented, with incidents in class, jokes 
helps over hard places, and all that tends to make student life 
delightful. Ah ! those recollections are as " dear to our hearts 
as the scenes of our childhood." How very few things of life 
are such a source of ennobling pleasure. Mount it in a golden 
frame and give it the best place in the parlor or in the office. 
But the golden ring has long been put aside, and with it all 
those proimses and recollections have disappeared. Which think 
you, is the more valuable ? 

rTHIE new Reports of the Bureau of Education, Washington, 
1 D. C., should be in the hands of every student of educa

tion. The report is issued in two volumes, about 1700 pages, 
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and contains articles and reports on every subject of public in
struction in the U. S. and in many foreign countries. 

That the new Report of the State Schools is fully appreciated 
was shown by the rush of eager pupils to the office when the 
reports were announced as being ready for distribution. 1 he 
report will be of great value, if properly used, to the pupils in 
the future practice of their profession. 

TT should make men of middle age feel young again, to learn 
I that "Oliver Optic"" is still writing books for boys. The fa
mous Boston school teacher and author is now seventy years of 
age but he has recently contracted to write a new series of his 
characteristic stories. 

TRENTON, N. J., FEB. 10, 1892. 
H. G. BARBOUR, 

MANAGING EDITOR SIGNAL, 

DEAR SIR:— 
With many wishes for a most prosperous future for TIIE 

SIGNAL, I resign my position as a member of its corps of 
editors. Most sincerely.yours, 

DAVID GIBBS. 
The above resignation was received from one of our staff in 

consequence of his having taken the responsibility of teaching 
the school at Peapack, N. J. We sincerely regret the lost of so 
able a contributor to our magazine and our wishes are that he 
may succeed in his undertaking at Peapack. 

Refering to the subject of editors we—what there is left of us— 
do not suppose any good would be accomplished, that is, any 
help from the students of our schools would be secured, were we 
to describe the general smashed up condition of our board of 
editors: in fact it is not a board ; it is nothing but splinters. 

Miss Ege we regret to say is sick, Miss Mason graduated with 
the February class and she has gone home, Mr. Gibbs has depar
ted as stated above, and our worthy chief has been attacked 
by la grippe. He has been away for three weeks. 

\\re—all that are left of us—shall rejoice if we are ever able 
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to issue the February number of THE SIGNAL. We, four of us. 
for Miss Harris still remains at the Normal for post graduate 
studies and kindly assists, bid our readers an affectionate fere-
well as we lay down tbe quill with this issue of our magazine. 
We wish you had made it less pleasant for us to take this step 
by helping us more. You, students of the state schools, might 
have done more work for THE SIGNAL and not have killed your
selves. But we suppose you could not help it. Better luck to 
the next Board. 

Our farewell includes the adieux of our associates who are not 
present to say good-bye. 

u TT IS obvious that the pedagogy of all lands will take a 
1 great step forward when it leaves the crude first stage ot 

work that is characterized by bold, verbal memorizing or by 
equally defective training of sense perception by object lessons, 
and takes its stand on the theory of apperception, ft will then 
subordinate verbal memorizing and aimless lessons in sense-
perception for really nourishing instruction and inward growth. 
—Dr. Harris, in Editor's preface to Herbart's Psychology. 

HE following congratulatory terms, we quote from one ot 
our most enterprising northern journals: 

" The people of New Jersey look with pride to their Normal 
School at Trenton, and well may they, for their institution mer
its this feeling on the part of the people towards it. 

"The aim of its originators was to raise the profession of 
teaching above lesson-hearing and rod-ruling to an eminence in 
the eyes of the people, second to none of the professions, by es
tablishing a place for the training of teachers, a pedagogical 
seminary as it were. However near it has been to this aim in 
former years, we can say that never was it more carefully guided 
toward the mark or more successfully meeting the needs of the 
school system of our State than at the present time under the 
principalship of James M. Green, Ph. D. The systems, plans, 
and methods taught at the Normal, and more than that the 
motive with which its students are inspired, are carried far from 

GOOD WORDS. 
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the city of Trenton. Its influences are not limited to the bound
aries of the State, though in New Jersey, the greatest results 
•are effected," • 

THE severest criticism that a competent person would pass 
upon the Normal School would not atfect the spit it of 

earnestness with which the pupils, apparently, take up their 
work, nor would it cast any reflections upon the success of the 
students after leaving their alma mater. But the critic would 
be preoccupied in speaking of the almost entire absence of class 
organization and class rivalry. 

It needs but a glance to see the effect these features of school 
work have' upon our neighboring institutions of learning. Con 
stituting, as it does, one of the principle means by which each 
class strives to rival its predecessor, it can have but influence 
towards excellence, promoting the standard of the school, Yet, 
with the exception of the graduating classes (a month or so pre
vious to commencement time) we have no organized classes, or 
any spirit of competion between the various years' work. 

Again, we are strictly a professional institution of high standing. 
Invariably connected with similar institutions of other profess
ions as law and medicine, we find societies, established for the 
express purpose of discussing questions relating to their respec
tive callings, thus making the scholars boader minded and abler 
men and women. Would it not be wise to organize such a body 
in this school? 

Yes, surely, "we are on the high road to prosperity," but with 
what greater rapidity would we travel if we had an organization 
similar to the above? If it be possible, let each class have its 
own society, and strive to excel. 
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SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES. 

A WORD AS TO UNIVERSITY EXTENSION. 

Of all the leading educational questions of the day, probably 
none has excited greater interest or awakened more general en
thusiasm than the question of " University Extension." There 
is, however, a sort of " dim notion " pervading the " world at 
large," as to what "University Extension" really is. A word 
from one of our best educational journals cannot be inopportune: 

If " University Extension " means anything, it means that (he 
opportunities of obtaining a higher education are brought to the 
homes of all who are able to avail themselves of them. It does 
not mean that " high " lectures are delivered before people who 
cannot appreciate them, and into whose ears the words go and 
directly depart, but it does mean hearing, taking in and inward
ly digesting. In New York City the Alumnae of Vassar College 
have organized an "extension" which means that they draw 
their checks for an amount sufficient to support several capa
ble and needy girls through the entire course of study. 

In Boston a society has been organized for the purpose of pro
moting the university education of women in Massachusetts, and 
its object is to give aid directly to women students in higher in
stitutions. Surely, this sort of " university extension " is worthy 
of the highest commendation. 

Dr. Charles Saxton, in his Commencement address to the 
students of Union College, speaks thus for university extension : 
" I am glad that our people are not disposed to be satisfied with 
the education of mediocrity, but are making creditable progress 
in that higher education, which is the only thing that can in
crease our national greatness. 

This is one of the most encouraging signs of the times, but still 
more encouraging is that movement alieady commenced in this 
State and elsewhere, which proposes, as its ultimate object, to 
carry the blessings of the higher education to every home, how
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ever humble, by countless streams and rills, all flowing from 
these great reservoirs of learning—the college and the university. 
When that is accomplished, and it is not a chimerical project, 
we shall have a far more general diffusion than we have now, 
among the masses of our people, of that culture which broadens 
and deepens the channels of life, which does not merely scratch 
the surface, but goes deeper down into the sub-soil of the intel
lect ; which not only gives an external polish, hut changes the 
texture of the mind into something firmer and better. 

The Public-School Journal has taken " a new departure." It 
has resolved to talkshopless and seek a broader culture by giving 
more attention to literature. It dares to speak like this : " The 
'hack critics,' as Frederick Harrison would call them have tried 
to ridicule this method of interpreting literature "—studies in 
literature as presented in some Dante papers—" and they have 
been seconded by another large class represented by the Popular 
Science Monthly and other scientific journals that hold to a me
chanical and'not a spiritual view of man and the world, but in 
spite of all the materialistic tendencies of this age there is a 
growing belief in idealism which is gradually developing into 
knowledge and meeting materialism upon its own ground." The 
Journal says that " it will do more than it has done.heretofore for 
the general culture of its readers. It will labor to change the atti
tude of some of the better class of teachers toward educational lit
erature." The Public-School Journal has heretofore given more solid 
sense and mental pith to the square inch than any other period
ical of its class. Its present utterance is the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness. We think it has the prescience of the true 
prophet. Its resolution puts it in the front rank of the proces
sion of those " who." in its own words, " love the teaching voca
tion, and who believe that improvement in it must come, not 
by learning new devices for teaching ideas, nor by following 
crazes, but by a larger scholarship and broader culture in the 
teaching force." 

Hon. Charles T. Saxton, LL. D., was Honorary Chancellor of 
Union University at the commencement of '91. 

From his address we quote: "The commercial spirit is with
out doubt the dominant spirit of t he present century. Whatever 
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it considers worth noticing at aM, it regards as a commodity to 
be bought in the cheapest market and sold in the dearest, * * *• 
But great wealth always brings with it serious dangers to natio
nal as well as to individual life. The laws of national progress 
when permitted to run their own course without influence by 
any higher law, tend to moral and spiritual decay. When a 
man bends all his energies to money getting, he must inevitably 
pay the penalty by suffering a paralysis of those faculties which 
give the keenest, most exquisite enjoyment, Literature and art 
have no attraction unless they appear in marketable form. He 
never experienced the stirrings of a generous impulse or high 
aspiration. The fountains of feeling dry up within him; the 
spiritual vision becomes darkened; the moral nature withers. 
His whole being is absorbed in a mad desire for that Dead Sea 
fruit, which brings instead of refreshment, a more insatiate greed 
and a more consuming thirst. The same fate threatens the 
nation which falls under the delusion that it is more important 
to develop national resources than the noblest qualities of man
kind." 

The inaugural address of Dr. Warfield upon his induction 
into the office of President of Lafayette College contained the 
following: " On every hand quantitative methods are supersed
ing qualitative. * * * One great university has gone so far as 
to publish to the world that it has no standard and no curricula. 
All it demands is that the student shall present a written state
ment of what he wants to learn, and that he shall occupy fifteen 
hours per week in recitation. It makes no matter what he 
wishes to learn, music or mechanics, art or astronomy, the cal
culus or the carpenter's trade—all are taught, and all have an 
equal place. We wonder what the future of such an institution 
will be. It has behiqd it money and brains, but we marvel at 
its method—or want of method. It is claimed by the advo
cates of these inovations that they are following natural meth
ods; that an enlightened liberty reserves to every body the right 
to determine in what line his future course shall lie; that insti
tutions, especially State institutions, should only aid him in the 
direction of his desires." This excerpt carries its own comment. 
But why shouldn't a youngster have his own way in college 
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since lie has been dictating to his elders from his earliest days. 
Mothers cannot "coerce," and fathers must not: teachers are 
moral suasion peddlers with no market for their goods. The re
bellious urchin tells his instructor, " Touch me, it you dare, and 
is sustained by the parent and the law. The opinion of the 
parent determines the studies pursued by the boy, and this 
opinion is another name for the whim of the boy. Go to ! bolo-
mon didn't know the binomial theorem from a side of sole-
leather in a matter of this kind. 

The Harvard-Yale joint debate is announced and discussed in 
every Eastern daily and weekly periodical. The idea that colleges 
should compete in an exercise which pertains in everyway to 
college life is unique. Universities, like other institutions, have 
always sustained a rivalry, but, strangely, competitions for pre
eminence with them has always been in lines entirely outside ol 
the interests peculiar to them—as in that strange country where 
the highest state office was given to the man who could jump 
the highest or run the fastest. 

The debate seems an especially fitting way for the colleges to 
cope with one another. Subjects of general interest may be 
chosen, the exercises itself is valuable, and the increased interest 
in important matters which are apt to be brought up for 
debate, is a positive gain. Certainly, the first meeting of the 
Yale and Cambridge delegates will be read of with great interest. 
—Ex. 

Our readers will pardon a bit of seemingly egotistical display, 
should we quote the encouraging word of a "sister" journal. 
" THE SIGNAL, published quarterly by the students of the New 
Jersey Normal School," says the " Moore Literary Gazette," " con
tains some very good articles. At first sight it has the appear
ance of a magazine, rather than a college paper, but on perusal, 
a very good impression is made on the reader. Its staff of edi
tors is divided into departments and the work of each one so 
systematized that the best results are obtained." 

* We are truly glad that the kind compliment may be recipro
cated. The Moore Literary Gazette is one of the most interest
ing and best conducted which come to us in the long list of ex
changes," 
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The incalculable value of manual training, as a medium of 
physical and intellectual developments, is coming to be univer 
sally recognized. The faculty of the New York College for the 
Training of Teachers have instituted a new course in their de
partment of mechanical arts. With a view of enabling the 
children of the city to enjoy the advantages of manual training, 
as well as of awakening popular interest in the subject, classes 
in manual training have been organized and are held after school 
hours and on Saturdays. 

The sum of ten thousand dollars has been presented to Prince
ton College by Mr. Spencer Trask, of Brooklyn, to found a free 
course of lectures for the students'. The first of the course has 
already been given by Sir Edward Arnold and some of the most 
noted lecturers and authors of the day are expected to follow 
him. 

Cornell University rejoices in its added wealth of hooks A 
very complete collection comprising one thousand volumes of 
Rhseto-Romanic literature has been presented to the college li
brary bv Professor Melafd Fiske. 

At the Toronto meeting of the " N. E. A." a committee of t hree 
was appointed by the President to consider and report a plan, 
by which a part of the annual income of the association could 
he devoted to encouraging original investigation and research in 
the field of education—such work as is being done in other fields. 
The committee appointed consists of Commissioner W. T. Har
ris, Professor Nicholas Murray Butler and James H. Baker.—Ex. 

The Jersey City Board of Education, acting upon the sugges
tion of Mayor Cleveland, are considering the feasibility of estab
lishing an industrial department in the curriculum of the city 
public schools. 

England, with ninety-four universities, has 2,723 more profes
sors, and 51,814 more students than the three hundred and sixty 
universities in the United States.—Ex. 

In spite of the fact that an effort was made by the Faculty of 
the New York City Normal College to reduce tiie number of 
students in attendance upon the college 1,850 students are en
rolled this 3'ear. 

Dr. John C. Van Dyke and Dr. Bevier are numbered, among 
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Hutger's prominent lecturers this year. Dr. \ an Dyke has 
•chosen the subject, ''Old Italian and Modern French I aintings. 

The State of California claims to take the lead in kindergarten 
•work, of all the States in the Union. The first kin lergarten en
terprise was starter! there twelve years ago, and now there aie 
•fifty-three kindergartens in San Francisco alone.—Ex. 

The first national conference on university extention was held 
in Philadelphia, December 29, 30 and 31, 1891. On January 

and 7, a mid-winter Conference was held in the same city. The 
ttvo days meeting was devoted to the presentation and discussion 
of important problems connected with the development of the 
work in America.—Ex. 

There are seventeen Indian students at Oxford; of the seven
teen, nine are Hindoos, four are ( hristians, three are Mohamme
dans, and one is a Parsee.—Ex. 

The lecture course at Brown University this year, is attracting 
more attention than that of any preceeding year. 

An interesting trio are Mrs. Mary Cobb Hocher, and her two 
sons of Stamford, Kv., who, all three, matriculated at Kentucky 
University not long ago. They expect to take the entire college 
course together. 

It may be interesting to aspirants to history fame, that Oliver 
Wendel Holmes commenced his literary course as editor of a 
college paper. 

Last year Harvard's class orator was a negro; this year, a Jap
anese. 

At Princeton, the freshmen have compulsory gymnasium 
work. 

There are one hundred and ninety college papers in the 
United States. 

We acknowledge the receipt of the following exchangesThe 
Vassal- Miscellany, The Nassau Literary Magazine, The Literary 
Digest, Heald's College Journal, The Polytechnic, The Philosoph-
ian Review, Quarterly Register of Current History, The Tufton-
ian, Moore Literary Gazette, Princetonian, Peddie Chronicle, Col
orado College Studies, Ogontz Mosaic, School 1 alk, 1 he Advance, 
The Dickensonian, Red and Blue, Highland Democrat, P. M. A. 
Reveille, New York Mercury, Town Talk, The Indian Helper, 
Star of the Cape, The Cape May Wave. 
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A L U M N I .  

George E. Briggs, ( Model) local edilor on the Highland Dem
ocrat, Peekskill, N. Y., delivered a lecture before the Y. M. C. A. 
of that town, on January 28th; subject "The Golden Age of 
Journalism." 

The lecture was a most creditable effort. Mr. Briggs is a val
uable tnan in the community and he takes an active interest in 
educational affairs. George, THE SIGNAL sa lutes you. 

Miss Lottie Van Dorn, Normal '91 is teaching at New Vernon 
where she is reaping success. 

Miss Kitty Mac Fall, Normal '91, is teaching "a class of sixty 
youn^ American progeny in the graded school at Dover. 

Wm. E. Holcombe, Model '89, is attending the Lehigh Univer
sity at Bethlehem. 

On returning from the recent vacation, doubtless the members 
of the Senior 1st. Class were surprised as well as pleased to see 
the familiar and genial face of one of its former members, that 
of Mr. N. L. Chance. He is succeeding nicely in his school at 
Allendale, N. J. 

Knox Taylor, formerly of the Model, recently visited his 
friends, at the hall. He is now taking a course at Princeton 
College, and we are informed that he is becoming very popular 
among the students, especially the athletes, being a member of 
the famous foot-ball eleven of Princeton. 

Mr. Rhnel Merril, and undergraduate of the Normal and of 
Rutgers' College, is teaching at River Vale, Bergen county. His 
training on the foot-ball team is put to some practical use. He 
is contemplating studying for ecclesiastical duties. 

Among the graduates of the State Normal, in Newark, are the 
following: Mr. W. E. Bissel, principal of Burnet Street School; 
Miss B. Flora Crane, Mrs. Isadore Sherwood, Miss Ardelia Allen 
and Miss Putnam, in the High School; Miss Sara E. E. Merry, 
Burnet Street School; Mrs. C. L. D. Smith, Vice-Principal Lafay
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ette Street School; Miss Belle Hampton, Newton Street School; 
Miss Rebecca Cooper, South Tenth Street School; Mrs. Mary 
M. Ames, Wickliffe Street Annex School; Miss Mary Hennion, 
Summer Avenue School; Miss Margaret Riley, Head-Assistant 
Houston Street School; Miss Alvia C. Adams, First-Assistant 
South Eighth Street School; Miss Margaretta Dean, Roseville 
Avenue School; Miss M. Abbie Greenhalgh, Eighteenth Avenue 
School. 

Dr. Lahan Dennis, one of the most prominent physicians in 
Newark, is a graduate of the " original Class of '57." 

Maria Stokes, of the Class of '86, is teaching at the Peddie 
Institute in Hightstown. 

Jennie M. Strong, of the Class of '86 is teaching at Montrose, 
where she has been since the fall of 1888. 

Addresses of Normal Graduates in Newark: Wm. C. Sandy, 
18 Burnet street; Miss B. F. Crane.' 464 Orange street; Mrs. I. 
M. Sherwood, 3 Linden street; Miss Ardelie H. Allen, 17 IV. 
Park street; Miss Ella E. Putnam, 66 Oriental street; Wm. E. 
Bissel, 299 High street; Miss Sara E."Merry, 19 Lombard street; 
Mr . C. L. I). Smith, 177 Quitman street; Miss Belle Hampton, 
351 Plane street; Miss Rebecca Cooper, 276 N. Seventh street; 
Mrs. Mary Ames, 122 Orchard street; Miss Mary Hennion, 351 
Bellville avenue; Miss Margaret Riley, 100 Pacific street; Miss 
Alvia C. Adams, 17 Gould avenue; Miss Margaret Dean, 256 N. 
Seventh street; Miss M. Abbie Greenhalgh, 227 High street. 
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LOCAL. 

SCHOOL MATTERS. 

THE DEBATE IN BOY'S HALL. 

IT was during examination week. All were laboring earnest
ly and indefatigably at their lessons. The usual bustle and 

gayety of life gradually merged into the busy hum of earnest-
nessi Looking toward the close of the week as a proper time 
for recreation, the boys decided to have a debate. 

the announcement was made general and in consequence, 
thereof, the boys gathered in the reading room immediately after 
tea, on Friday evening, February 5tli. Mr. McKenzie was elect
ed chairman, and Mr. Lasher was chosen to act as secretary. 
T lie question selected for consideration was; "Resolved, that 
the gymnasium work, as now arranged, is more hurtful than 
beneficial to the members of Boys Hall." 

As leaders, the President appointed for the affirmative side, 
Dayton N. \\ arbasse who chose as his colleagues Messers Oliver 
and Northrup; for the negative side, E. Dodridge DeWitt was 
appointed. Mr. DeWitt chose as his assistants Messers. Van 
Scoten and Beers. Messrs. Wilson, Gleason, Hurd, Games, and 
Coddington acted as judges. The society then adjourned until 
7.30 P. M. 

Promptly at the appointed hour a few raps of the Chairman's 
gavel call the boys to order. The leader of the affirmative side, 
Mr. Warbasse, in a forcible manner presented his views on the 
ques tion. Next Mr. DeWitt, the leader of the negative side, in 
a few well chosen words explained his side of the question. The 
assistants for both'sides then spoke in alternation in the follow
ing order Oliver, Beers, Northrup and Van Scoten, each of whom 
succeeded grandly in carrying his hearers to a point of enthusi
asm equal to his own. The question was then thrown open to 
the society in general. A few appropriate remarks were made 
by Dr. Boice who showed, from a medical standpoint, the impor
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tance of gymnasium training. 
After much applause, the leaders began summing up the ar

guments of the debate. And as each fired forth his logic only 
to be drowned by the eloquence of his opponent, the interest 
deepened. Now comes the decision. The applause is withheld 
while the judges are voting and nothing but the breathing of the 
excited competitors is audible. As soon as the result of the 
ballot was known, the Chairman, in a calm and deliberate manner) 

made the following announcement to the society : " The debate 
is decided in favor of the negative side." Amid the applause of 
the boys, the wearied debators return to their rooms. Thus 
closed one of the most interesting events of the year. 

GREAT deal of interest has been shown among the boys in 
the gymnasium work, and most of them are acquiring 

muscles to be proud of. There are a great many, however, who 
are not taking the interest they should in this matter, and it is 
to be hoped that they will turn out and make the leaders hurry 
up to keep their places of supremacy. There is good material 
among us to have a number of fine gymnasts that would com
pare favorably with any of the preparatory schools around here. 
Hurd, Buckman, Ridgway, Haggerty, Crispin, and a few others 
are among the star performers in the gymnasium. Hurd, Buck-
man and Ridgway excel on the parallel bars while Haggerty and 
Smith hold the honors at tumbling. There is quite a num
ber of others that are following close on the heels of these. 
Hustle up boys and cut them out. 

At the lower end of the gymnasium Mr. Cames holds a select 
class for dancing ; among whom you may see the giddy butter
flies of society and fashion, Messrs. Hart, Wilson, Van Scoten, 
Stewart, Harvey, Mason, Mac Kenzie, Richardson and John F. 
Hunt. Messrs. Barbour and Howell officiate at the piano. 

It may be well to say, at this time, that 'some pretty good 
records have been made in some of the sports. Hurd has a 
record in the standing broad jump of 9 feet 6f inches, and in 
the running broad jump of 18 feet inches. Ridgway has the 
only record for the hundred yard dash, and that is llf seconds. 

THE GYMNASIUM 
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Titus has thrown a base ball 310 teet, drawn himself up to the 
chin on the rings twenty times, and pushed up to arms' length 
on the parallel bars twenty-two times. We only give these re
cords so that the other boys may have some guide as to what 
the average strength of the boy is. At the next publication of 
THE SIGNAL we hope to hear of all these records being broken 
and many new ones made in other things. 

THE GREEK PLAY. 

THE friends of State Schools had a pleasing introduction to 
the new auditorium in the annual entertainment given Fri

day, January 29th, by the "Literary Workers." Previous suc
cess had given the society confidence enough to attempt the 
presentation of the Greek play, " Sapho," founded on the story 
of the famed Lesbian poetess, who gathered around her many 
brilliant women, as pupils. 

The drawing of the curtain ushered the audience into a typi
cal Grecian home, with characteristic lamps, couches, rugs and 
household goods. The charming tableaux in every scene de
lighted the eye; the musical voices, the brilliant thoughts, en
tranced, while holding the audience spell-bound. The persons 
representing the characters, rendered their parts with such spirit 
that the auditors were at loss to know which to consider the 
chief character, Miss Eleanor Mason, as Sapho; Miss Ethel 
Harris, as Erinna; Miss Rose Fay, as the Lesbian youth, or Miss 
Josephine Schock as Damophyla. 

Miss Mason's Sapho showed an excellent treatment of the Les
bian poetess—an intellectual grasp and mental poise worthy of 
the Muse whose shrine she served. Miss Harris, as Erinna, 
could not be excelled; her every movement was grace itself; her 
every attitude, a poem. Her soliloquy and pathetic death were 
the work of an artist. Miss Fay was very successful in her por
trayal ot the Lesbian lover—ever ardent but not too bold ; dis
playing an eager spirit of anticipation, yet still in doubt; she 
was true to her part, winning merited applause when the favor 
was worn by her whose love had been already won. Miss 
Schock, as Damophyla, played a part true to nature—to woman's 
nature as conceived by the author; her full portrayal of the 
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character she impersonated made one desire the play to be 
longer. 

The play at any point presented a scene of surpassing lovli-
ness and classic beauty which the charming grace of the attend
ants, Misses Chadwick, Stevenson, and Child measurably in
creased. Not less did the members of the society please by their 
musical skill, making the evening memorable to an appreciative 
audience. 

ONE of the latest freaks the members of our schools have 
taken, is that of the cremation exercises held by our gradu

ates. 
The members of the Model class of '91 were the first to in

stitute this custom, and their efforts in this direction were well 
rewarded, and it is hoped, will be repeated. Although the time 
usually chosen for this solemn and painful offering is when "the 
iron tongue of midnight hath tolled twelve; " yet the class of '91 
deemed it more advisable to pay their last tribute to their Alma 
Mater when " the moon opens her golden gates, and takes her 
farewell of the glorious sun." 

The central plot between the two schools was supplied with 
benches which were well filled when the sorrowing class marched 
mournfully out. books in hand, following their leader, sadly 
dressed in a black gown and cowl, and having a most dejected 
countenance. Programmes, which were edged with black and 
covered with many skulls and crossbones. held in a tight roll by 
large bows of black ribbons, were handed to the guests. 

The following is a copy of the order of exercises: 

CREMATION, '91 

EXERCITATIOXES CREMATORES. 

Prineeps 
Equus Facis 
Man-who-howls 

Joannes Smintheus 
I • seek-y ou- Huntus 

Toad-whackus Ilermancus 
BILL OF FARE. 

Pars Pima. 
Agony I, Opus XIX. 

Historical Classis '91 
Prof.-I-See '91. 

Agony II, Opus MDCXIX. 

Fraulein Howlingsworth. 
Miss Annie All Here 

Miss Hanner Yeastburn 
Mile. Fromage. 
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Some Moreous. 

Ye Grande and Horrible Conflamagration. 160° Fahrenheit (in the sun). 
Revenge is Sweet. Rest for the Weary. 

Anabasis j SnBee!us' Oratio*{ °f 

"Our Bessie, 
Little Hannerr Algebra—Tode. 
Sweet Peggie, 
\\ hoa Emma, Greek Comp.—Josie Avenue. 

_ One of the Graces; 

fFair Alice, 
. Chemistry—Little Isaacs 

Geometry -

I 
(" Fai 

> 1 
I L ittle " Ringlets;" 

( Miss Yellerr 
Physics j Miss Elizer, 

I Aid-her-Jloorc. 

After a short and spiey address by the leader, the first agony 
was sung, or rather howled, by the whole elass. 

AGONY I. 

This occasion is most solemn,. 
Most depressing and dejecting, 
As we gather here together, 
These, onr books, to leave forever. 

The history and prophecy were then read by Miss Yeller and 
Miss ^ eastburn, respectively, and then the class rendered Agony 
II to the tune of " Heaven is Our Home," which was a favorite-
of the class. 

AGONY II, 
Into the burning flame, 

Far out of use, 
Past all Students' nlame, 

Scholars' abuse, 
Let us our school books into it east, 

Since our " prep " days are o'er, 
And school life is past. 

Over these books we're pondered 
By candle light, 

O'er them with pages marred, 
With all our might. 

Oft' they've worried and disturbed us; 
Made us hold our heads with suffering: O  7  
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Caused us many sleepless hours: 
Slept we not on " beds of flowers." 

How we've toiled and how we've labored, 
"No one knows but those who've tried it; 

Dare you say we've had a picnic ? 
If you think so, wish you'd been there. 

Most folks say that sugar's sweetness, 
But we think revenge is sweeter, 

And we'll burn these books of torture 
'Without tear or lamentation. 

Let them die as die the roses, 
Never more our eyes to startle. 

Send we them with eager actions 
To the flames where all things perish. 

Come, let us banish them, 
Banish them quite, 

Hurl them forever, far out of sight. 
Now, class of '91, 

W e say farewell : 
Here where the " palm " was won, 

Let its echoes swell: 
For now vacation's come 

And all our toil is done 
At dear old Model School; 

We're going home. 
The " Knight of the Torch " then lit the raging fire in the 

centre of the campus, and, as each one consigned his detested 
book to the flames, an appropriate farewell was given by the 
unfortunate one who had burned " the midnight oil" in persu
ing its contents. 

The " Model Yell" was given by the male members of the 
class, and the last material tie, binding the class of '91 to its 
Alma Mater was thus severed. 

A MOCK SENATE. 

ilTHE students of the State Normal School are interested 
1 in questions pertaining to parliamentary law and to the 
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important political topics of the day. Could they not fix their 
knowledge by organizing a mock senate? 

We will picture its future: The young men, forming this grave 
body, become so thoroughly interested in their work that they 
read everything pertaining to politics with increased interest. 
Unconsciously they assume the dignity of real senators. 

The subjects, tariff and free-trade, develop oratory, quicken 
thought, and stimulate the debators to read carefully both sides 
of questions that should be familiar to every American citizen." 

The idea expressed in the preceding quotation, taken from 
THE SIGNAL of last February, of having a mock senate in the 
Normal School, was carried out at the meeting of the Normal 
Debating Society, held December 11th. Several of the members 
having become convinced that great benefit would be derived 
from such a proceeding, a resolution was introduced to the effect 
that at the meeting of December 11, a mock senate should be 
held and the question for discussion should be; " Resolved, that 
there should be a tax on wool imported into the United States." 

The resolution was adopted and the society was divided into 
parties, representing the affirmative and negative sides of the 
question. Each party chose three speakers, the affirmative being 
represented by Messrs. Northrup, Maxwell, and Beers, and the 
negative by Messrs. McKenzie, De Witt, and Coddington. 

During the time that elapsed before the day set for holding 
the senate, the debators could be seen almost any afternoon 
wending their way to the State House where the "Congressional 
Record " and other ponderous tomes were ransacked in a man
ner that showed how thoroughly in earnest the young men were. 

On the day appointed the society assembled in its room, and 
having been called to order was converted into a mock senate, 
modeled as nearly as possible after that of the United States 
States. President Boyer officiated as president of the senate, 
and Mr. Frank Little as Clerk. A board of Judges was chosen 
from the visitors, Professor Carr acting as Foreman. 

Preliminaries having been disposed of, House Bill No. 9461 
was called and, after the reading of the title, was thrown open 
for discussion. Then came the tug of war. The debate was 
opened by Mr. Maxwell and continued in the order named, by 
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Messrs, Coddington, Beers, De Witt, Northrup and McKenzie. 
As each raised the apparently impregnable walls of his argu
ment, only to have them more or less demolished by the fire of 
logic and sarcasm directed at them by his opponents, the inter
est of the spectators deepened and, at the end of the debate, the 
•decision of tl>e judges was eagerly awaited. This, when an
nounced, proved to be in favor of the negative. 

The way in which the subject was handled proved that the 
speakers were thoroughly familiar with it in all its bearings, 
and the arguments were presented in a clear and forcible man
ner that spoke well for the work that is being done by the society. 

In view of the success attending the mock senate and the 
mock trials, we Itope that in the future more attention will lie 
paid to this line of work. Not only is it important as a means 
of mental culture, and as being peculiarly valuable as a training 
in oratory, but it has a tendency to interest those taking part in 
it in the great questions of the day mid thus make them broader-
minded and more intelligent citizens. C. M. 

THANKSGIVING- DAY AT NORMAL HALL. 

S Thanksgiving morning, dawned, fancy took us, for a short 
time, at least, to our distant homes. In imagination we 

saw again the familiar forms and faces, and heard again the 
loving greetings of mother or sister, but our air castles were 
rudely thrown down by the sounding of the breakfast bell, and 
we gathered together our scattered thoughts and descended to 
the dining room. 

Normal Hall seemed deserted, indeed. Six tables accommo
dated us all, as there were but seventy girls remaining. Break
fast was soon over and, as our preceptress kindly gave us per
mission to attend service at any church we chose, we all pre
pared to go somewhere. It was indeed with greatful hearts that 
we listened to the discourse. We all had many things to feel 
thankful for, and our hearts went up with a hymn of thanks
giving to the bountiful Giver of all. 

At the end of the service we returned to the Hall, and as we 
entered the door the savory fumes of the roasting turkey and 
other good things filled the air with a pleasant odor and we were 
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all glad when the gong sounded for dinner. What a surpriit 
waited us when we entered the dining room, and found the 
young men—one installed at the head of each table, and one or 
two " sandwiched " along the sides. .Well, it was such an unusual 
unheard of thing for Normal Hall that amazement and, I fear, 
in some cases, consternation was depicted upon the faces of the 
girls, and, I am not sure but upon the faces of some of the boys 

We had a sumptuous dinner, and to all appearances everyone 
enjoyed it, although rumor says that something—it must have 
been shyness—had affected the appetites of many of the par
ticipants, and that they could not do justice to the dainties. For 
the truth of this statement I cannot vouch, but be it as it may, 
certainly an unusual silence had fallen upon the ordinarily noisy 
dining hall, and the only sound, for a while, was the clatter": 
the knives and forks. But the dinner, as everything, must some
time come to an end, we returned to our rooms. 

The remainder of the day was spent in reading, letter-writing 
and, as a matter of course, talking. And although our thoughts 
turned longingly many times to our far-off homes, I think we 
shall long have a pleasant remembrance of Thanksgiving Day 
at Normal Hall. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE A2d CLASS. 
rPHE Elementary class of February organized December 10th 
1 by electing the following officers; President, Miss Sanford; 

Vice President, Miss Mac Laughlan; Secretary, J. H. Northrup; 
Assistant Secretary7, D. Gibbs. 

The class chose for its motto, "Docendo discimus," we learn by 
teaching, and for its colors, the white and gold of the daisy. A 
pretty little ring set with opal and having " N. J. N. S.1 inscribed 
upon it was selected. 

The class together with this term's teachers stood in front of 
the new building for the camera of Slack and Hatfield to do its 
work. It will be a picture that we hear of but seldom see, if 
good looks make good pictures. 

The class has an unusual number of stars in it, and will add 
much to the glory of the profession of teaching. They have 
the good wishes of the whole institution. May they succeed 1 
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RATS ! I ! 
rPHREE of the girls in the Hall were exceedingly annoyed for 
1 some time by a midnight visitor in the form of a rat. It 

was entirely too intelligent an animal to be caught in a trap, not
withstanding the tempting bait. The girls gave up in dispair, 
and became resigned to their fate. A short time ago one of these 
girls, thinking she was getting La Grippe, purchased some Scotch 
snuff, but as it did not have the desired effect, it eventually 
found its way to the waste basket. 

That eveniug, shortly after ten o'clock, the rat made his custo
mary call, and doubtless, having fasted since the previous night, 
he was hungry. Be that as it may, he soon found his way to 
the waste basket, presumably in search of food. He did not 
find food however, but he got into the snuff, and proceeded to 
make things fly around the basket in a lively manner. It evi
dently became too warm for him there, and sneezing (?) and 
squealing in a frightful manner, he disappeared,'and has not 
been heaad from since. Should any of the readers of THE SIGNAL 
be troubled with this rodent, we recommend Scotch snuff as a 
sure means of extermination. "ONE OF THE THREE." 

ORGANIZATION OF THE ELEMENTARY CLASS OF 
FEBRUARY. 

THE meeting composed of the members of the A Second 
class, graduating in February, was called to order by Miss 

Sanford Dec. 10, 1891. Miss Gallagher was appointed secretary 
pro tem, after which the following officers were chosen: Pres., 
Mayme E. Sanford; V. Pres., Kitty McLaughlan; Secy., James 
H. Northrup; Assist. Secy., David Gibbs. 

A committee of three was appointed to choose—with consent 
•of c lass—appropriate colors, yell, and motto for the class. It 
having been decided to have class rings, the president appointed 
a committee of five to look into the matter A motion to have 
the next meeting at the discretion of the president was carried, 
after which the meeting adjourned. 

rPHE new catalogue contains an excellent picture of the schools 
1 including, of course, the new building. 
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PROFESSOR STEVES' LIBRARY. 

AN announcement has been made in the leading news pap. r-
of the state, of the sale of Professor Steves'library. It is an ac

knowledged fact that this collection of books does not rank sen .nd 
to that of any in the state, and owing to the great interest Pres
sor Steves has taken in the Latin and Greek languages, it is not 
surprising to find in his library a large number of rare and valu
able editions of the classics, bearing the imprints of the earliest 
printers, to those of the present day. Among the many bo.>k# 
can be found productions from the press of Jansen, Elzevir. 
Aldus, Pickaring and from many other celebrated writers and 
translators. 

rpiIE annual Christmas entertainment given by the school was 
1 held in the auditorium Dec. 18, 1891. The program wa-

an excellent one. For this we are indebted to the kindness ot 
Miss McGuire. The numerous declamations exhibited muc:.> 
elocutionary ability on the part ot the students. The State 
Schools' quartette furnished some good singing. These with 
many other pleasant features made the entertainment a pleasing 
and profitable one. After the wishes of a Merry Christmas 
from our Principal, we started for our homes to enjoy the holi
day recess. 

rpnK following subjects were suggested for the graduating 
1 essays of the Normal graduating classes ol February : "Ad
vantages of School Practice in Wood-work;" "Accuracy oi Judg-
ment Promoted by Manual Training;" "James Russel Low
ell;" " Methods of Training the Sense of Sight;" "Pleasures 
Due to Training Perception;" "Advantages of Positive Instruc
tion;" " Quality of Matter and Excellence of Method, Rather 
than Quantity of Matter;" " Figurative Language;" " Drawing 
in the Public Schools;" " Early Appreciation of Good Litera
ture." 

HE Senior Second should bear in mind that labor in " Man. 
ning " a difficult subject is the " Price " ot sub-" Stantial 

success. 
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OWING to the success of the recent " Mock Senate," of the 
Normal Debating Society, they have arranged to have the 

society take the form of the House of Assembly of N. J. The 
date is March 18, 1892. 

AT a meeting of the " Literary Workers' Society," held Febru
ary 5, 1892, the semi-annual election of officers took place • 

Miss Josephine Schock was elected president, Miss Sallie B. Free
man, vice-president, and Miss Carrie Cooper, treasurer. Having 
finished the six months' study "of Tennyson, Shakespeare is the 
next author taken up, and it was unanimously decided to study 
his dramma, " Hamlet." Never before has the society been in 
such a prosperous condition as at present, and we anticipate for 
it a brilliant future. 

A W E  a r e  g l a d  t o  s e e  t h e  S e n i o r  S e c o n d  c l a s s  m a i n t a i n  i t s  p o 
ll V sition as the leading class of the Normal, in being the first, 

in the new term, to call a class meeting and efiect a class organi
zation. At a class meeting held on Wednesday afternoon, Feb. 
18th. in Prof. Carr's room, a class organization was formally es
tablished, and the following officers were elected: President, 
E. D. De Witt; Vice President, Miss Broadhurst; Secretary, Miss 
Hedden; Treasurer, Miss Gifford. 

THOSE of our students who have had the pleasure of listening 
to Miss Williams, in her course of critical readings in the 

Fourth Presbyterian Sunday School room, have not only felt an 
increased enjoyment and appreciation of English literature, hut 
have also felt an added throb of pride in our Alma Mater and 
her noble faculty. 

THE gymnasium class for the boys of the Boarding Hall has 
been divided into two sections, the first section taking 

their exercise on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, the second -
section on Tuesdays and Thursdays. This gives Dr. Boice the 
opportunity of dividing his class as to the physical powers of 
its members, and hereafter each section will receive the exercise 
which is best adapted to the strength and endurance of those 
taking part. 
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ALREADY, on sunny days, the dull thud of the base ball as 
it strikes the catcher's glove, can be heard. This shows 

that the boys are preparing for an active year in athletics. 

WE give, on page 88, another initial latter by Richard 1>. 
Farley, of the Model School. 

PERSONAL. 

Several of the Hall boys were compelled to spend a portion 
of their vacation within doors, on account of illness, but we aie 
glad to see them back with us again with their health unim
paired. 

Miss Henrietta Waite is enjoying home life at Metuchen, N. J. 
Misses Wildman and Nickleson are enjoying home lite at 

Yardley, Pa., this winter. 
Miss Lillian Hart is at her home in Hoboken. 
The familiar forms of a number of our old graduates have 

been seen wandering through our new building. J hey scarcely 
recognize it as their Alma Mater. 

Miss Sadie Ege, Model '88, is taking a special course in mathe
matics, at Cornell University, New York. 

Misses Edith and Mabel Leonard were absent a long time last 
term, on account of sickness in their family. 

Miss Mary Holcombe, is at her home in Hopewell, devoting 
much time to music 

Miss Blanche Yoorhees has returned after suffering a long 
time from sickness. 

Our new auditorium is graced with many visitors at the morn
ing exercises. 

We are pleased to see Mr. George Corwin who returned at t l e 
beginning of this term to complete his Normal course. 

Every afternoon one may see Mr. Chas. Maxwell wending his 
wav towards the Clinton St. depot where he takes a train for his 
home in Frenchtown after finishing his days work at the Noim.il. 
Mr. Maxwell is an earnest, industrious young man and certainly 
the future has much success in store for him. 

Mr. James H. Northrup, a graduate of the February Elemen-
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4ary Course, has accepted the position as teacher of the school 
-tit M illtown, Morris Co. We extend to him our best wishes. 

Mr. Dawes of Hightstown is a new member of the Model 
School, and is already very popular among his schoolmates. 

Messers. Corwin, Welling and Van Stone are new and popu
lar fellows of the Boarding Hall. 

The profound theological knowledge of a member of tire N. B. 
:S. has led him to he called " The Sage Theologian" of the society. 

The eloquence and logical, argument of Charles Maxwell char
acterizes many of the debates in the N. D. S. He is one of the 
best read members of the Society, 

Among the gentlemen who passed an excellent examination 
yesterday before Supreme Court Examiners, was Nathan C. Hor-
ton, a graduate of the class of '87, Model School. Upon leaving 
this cito, Mr. Horton entered the law school of the University of 
Pennsylvania, being a year too young for admission. In the 
meantime he became managing editor of the " Insurance News,'* 
the leading trade journal of its class in Pbildelphia, He has 
since resided in Camden, where he has been identified with the 
" Telegram" and is well and favorably known in newspaper 
circles in this city. He will return to New Jersey to win a repu
tation at the bar. 

An organization under the name.of the "West End Athletic. 
Club" has been established, and contains upon its rolls a num
ber of athletically inclined students. The following are from 
the Model School, Cadwalder Howell, Huge Ililson, Cleveland 
Hilson, Ferdinand Roheling, Jr., Samuel Wood, Robert J)ale> 
Walter Dickinson, Philemon Dickinson, Linford Dickinson, 
Lewis Stewart, Frank Briggs, Allen Bodine atid George Lewis. 

M. B. Freeman left the model School a short time ago to 
study law with his father at 280 Broadway New York City 

Harry E. Carpenter a former member of the model is persu
ing a course in architectural drawing at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Mc Kenzie made the announcement the other day that his 
intentions were, after completing his course of study in the 
Normal School, to go to Japan as a missionary. This is surely 
a brave step and he has the best wishes of all his schoolmates 
in his broad undertaking. 
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DBIET. 
A, is for algebra, verdant and fresh, 
B, is the board where we put down the mess; 
C, is the cipher we get—that is sad !-
I), is the word that we say when we're mad. 

A Chinaman's description of a toboggan slide: "Sowhisht! 
Walk back two milee. 

Mamma—" Sallie,. if you had a little more spunk you would 
stand better in your class. Do you know what spunk is?" 

Sallie (moodily)—" I suppose it's the past participle of spankr 

mamma." 
A backwoodsman recently remarked to the father of a young 

lady who had been attending this, school a number of years r 
" Tell you what, that gal of yourn must be gittin' a powerful 
sight of eddication, or else she's thunderin' dumb." 

Teacher—" With what do you associate the word ' pealings.'" 
Pupil—', 'Taterst" 
There is an insuperable obstacle in the way of female suffrage. 

How can women vote? so few of them will admit that they have 
attained their majority.— FJppincotCs M onthly. 

Gideon is a nurse at a hospital—" How is Antone getting on? 
inquired a relative of the patient of that name. " So, so. The 
doctor said that if he lives till to-morrow he may get better; but 
if lie doesn't, you may give up all hope." 

In the early days of the West the favorite marriage ceremony 
was brief and to the point—•" stand up; jine hands; hitched ; two 
dollaA." With greater civilization has come more deliberation, 
as is shown by the following, which is said to be in common use 
in Audrian county, Missouri: " By the authority vested in me 
as a squire in the state of Missouri; by the golden fields of corn 
and wheat that wave to and fro in the gentle summer breeze ; by 
the great droves of stock that are continually finding their way 
to different markets of the world; by the monotonous song of 
the cat on the back yard fence; and the pumpkin vine whose 
clinging tendrils shade the entrance of a summer kitchen ; by 
the whole earth and sea and all that is in them, I pronounce you 
man and wife, and may the Lord have mercy 011 your souls." 
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